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Jackson,    Moore,   Nai)ier.    Pool,  Kas- 
trick,  Wiisilit),  82 ;  (ChappoU.  Harvie, 
Mason,  Oliver,  Pratt.  Simith),  94  ;  (Gib- 
son,  Jones,   Morrison.   Symons),   104 ; 
(Brown,      Andei-son.      Symons),     115 ; 
(Archer,  Cou.sins),  127;  (Baever,  Essery, 
Eyres.   Hadden,    &heeley).  "l38 ;  (Tur- 
ney).  149;   Olidhurst,  Morris,  Rogers, 
SmaMmau),    165;     (Cadoux,  Dawney, 
Evans,  Harrison,  OT>ca.  Throp),  176; 
(Evans,  Eley,  Nurse.  Ritson,  Sander- 
son,   Sims),    188;    (Holden.  Duncalf, 
Dob.son.  Northaml.  200;    (Holden.  Le 
Fevre.  Probvn,  Sharp).  212;  (Forster. 
Hosie.  McVail.  Robb,   Sales,  Uttlev), 
228;      (McDerment,      Moffat).  240; 
(Ohandlev.  Cross.  Head,  Llovd.  Pearce, 
Smyth.  Wheildon.  Tu rn bull)."  252  ;  (Cas- 
pari,  Gibson.  Robinson).  264  ;  (Hardy, 
Chandler.    Beckett.    Shannon.  Dodd), 
279;  (Con.  Har\vood.  Dodd).  290;  (An- 
derson.   Field.    Fowlds.    Paul.  Rose). 
300;   (Brigh*.  Oakey).  311 
Decimal  Association.  The.  278 
Defence  of  the  Realm  Act   (War  Emer- 
cency  Note-  foi  Pharmacists).  296.  305. 
Deuree,  A,  in  Commerce   linnet  August 
18). 

Delegates.  Newcastle,  at  the  Central  Con- 
ference (Flemming).  213. 

Democratic  Coh«'sion  and  Cortrol  in  Phar- 
macy (Edit.),  142;  (Skinner).  167. 

Derriocrati    Ci.ntrol  and  Diivel.  312 

Deniges,  G. — Microchemica  I  Reaction  for 
PorchloraK->.  12.'j  ;  Soilium  Porohlorn  te 
as  a  Microreagent,  145. 

DpTital  Chemist,  and  Impending  Legisla- 
tion (Mor:,'anK  202. 

Dental  Practice  Departmental  Committee 
ifimrt,  July  21). 

Denrjil  Practic-    Regulation  of  (Edit  ),  26. 

Dor>dorising  Oils,  202. 

Dermatitis  due  to  ExploMves  used  in  Air 

Raids  (Se^iueira).  88,  125. 
De*.pla8 — Chlorimine  Ointment.  218. 
Diabetic  Flour,  68. 
Dinbetics,  Diet  for.  l.?0. 
Dickinson,  K.    Ionic  Medication,  209. 
Dickinson.  K.  S.  -Tri.^h  Slate,  140. 
Di<-»hvl-Darbitur)c  Acid.   Transfer   of.  to 

Part  I.  of  Poisons  Schedule.  295 
DiLHtalis,  Ind-ian  (Sharp).  108. 
Tfiflit'i/ig    Thfip^i    in    .\merlcai)  Comm'^rce 

(Farwe)l  and  ITamilton).  29. 
Dill  Sugar,  202. 

Disease.  Adarrfation.  and  (.Adami).  125. 
Dispensing  Cr.mnlaints,  Insurance.  11. 
Di-p'-nsing,  Time  Savir>g  and  I'niformity 

in  (.Sinixi.son),  168. 
f)i-pensing.      Unremiinerative  Tn^uranco 

(Long).  291. 
Di-tiMefl  Wat^-r.  Neutral,  for  Micro  work 

fTrib<-jn<Ieau).  154. 
Lf.-trict  Meetings.  Conference  of  Represon- 

tativf5S  (E<Jitf>rial),  141.  170. 
Drrf;k  Plant,  Killing  Common.  242. 
f)og's  Vnai.  Ridding,  of  Fleas.  130 


Debt,  D.  B.— Note  on  Solubility,  282;  Test 

for  Motliyl  Compounds  in  Ether,  283 
Doubt,  S,  _  L. — Sensitiveiu'is.s  of  Plants  to 

Poisoning  with  Illuminating  Gas,  111 
Downing,  _  A. — ^Altera t ion  in  *he  Prices  of 

Proprieitaries,  189. 
Dox  and  Neidig. — ^Myoodext.rane,  111. 
Drug  Assay  (Hebersen),  111. 
Drug  Club,  The  (Inset,  December  22). 
Drug  Cultivation  in  India,  149. 
"Drug,"   Meaning  of  the  Term,  in  the 

Cocaine  Regulations   (Editorial),  14 
Drugs,  Home-grown  (Loeney),  197, 
Dunning,  J. — Ear  Canker  in  Cats,  292. 
Dyeing  Suede  and  Cloth  Black.  84. 


Ea.r  Canker  in  Cats,  280;  (Dunning).  292 
Earlv  Closing:    Week  Davs  and  Sundays 

(Editorial),  97. 
Earth  in  the  Making  (Laing),  286. 
Eau-de-CoJogno,  German  (Bolton).  365. 
Editors  and  tlhe  War,  136. 
Educational  Number,  Onr  (Editorial),  69. 
Edwards.    Dr.    Sehwiii. — The   Mystery  of 

Death.  101. 
Elixir  Acid,  AcetyLsalicyl.  254. 
Elliot,     G. — An     Incompatible    Tar  Oint- 

meiu-t,  283;  Ung.  Aqu;e  Rosae,  B.P.,  283. 
Elniitt.  W.— Resettlement  in  Civil  Life  of 

Pharmacist  Afpprentices.  301. 
Embalming  Liquid,  24. 

Embalming  Liquid  for  Wounds  (Menciere), 
240. 

Etnetine  Bismuth  Iodide  in  Treatment  of 
Carriers  of  Amoebic  Dysenteny,  125. 

Eni.pire-gi'own  Plants  and  Drugs:  Indian 
Digitalis  (Sharp).  108. 

Enamel,  Cracked,  on  Rubber  Ball.  292. 

P  nemy  Products,  TrafBc  in,  312. 

Entomological  Bottle,  Paste  for,  84. 

Ether.  Test  for  Methvl  Compounds  in 
(Dott).  283. 

Eucaly)>tol.  Chlorinated,  140. 

Euresol  and  Euresol  pro  Capillis.  68. 

Euresol  Hair  Lotion,  245. 

Euresol  Hair  Tonic,  134. 

Eusol,  Potassium  Permanganate.  214. 

Eusol.  Preparation  i>f,  36. 

Eusol.  I'ses  of.  68. 

Evans.   Sir  Edward   (Editorial,  with  Por- 
trait). 172. 
Exem,pt.('d  Men.  47. 

Exemption.  Medical  Re-examination  of 
Men  Holding  Certificates  of,  1. 

K\))losion    in    German    Munition  Factory 

[Inset.  Dec.  22). 
Exports  Proliibition.  198. 

Extracitnin  Cinchome  Li(i..  B.P..  Prepara- 
tion and  .\nalysis  of  (flhick).  144. 


Face  Lotion,  Astringent.  12. 
Fact  anrl  Fiction  in  Pharmacy,  150. 
Faft-child  Scliolarshin  and  Prizes.  214, 
Farwell    and   Hamilton — J)if/ltrilis  ThnpsI 

in  .American  Commerce.  29. 
Fielding.      C.    Protosi>erm,  Sporophove. 

Seed.  35.  189. 
Finance  Act.  1917  (Fry).  83. 
Fire  Extinguishers,  202. 
Fishes.  Poisonous  (Fonseca),  145. 
FLarsh  Point;  .\  Simph-  Method.  58. 
Flavine,      SrKlium      Dcsoxycholate.  and 

Quinine  as  a.  .Mouth  Wiash  (Wells),  125. 
Fleas,  Ridding-  Dog  of,  130. 
Fh'mming.  T.  H.    Newcastle  Deliegates  to 

the  C'entral  Conference,  213. 
Fl'ie.<  and  Amoebic  Dv.seniterv  {Inset.  Auy,. 

11). 

Flies.  Spray  for,  12. 


Floor  Pollsiliing  0-11,  96. 

Floiiida  Water,  96. 

Flowers  and  Plants.  Preserving,  58. 

"  FJy    in    the    Ointment,"    92;  (Palmer 

Ra,ynor),  129;  (Raynor),  151. 
Fonsocia,  O.  R.  dia^Poisonous  Fi.shes,  145. 
Food  and  Dkuos  Act,  Sale  of  :  91,  101. 
'"Broad  Improver,  Young's  National"  — 

Grimsby,  101. 
Lime  Wia-tor  -Clorkenwell,  91. 
Food  Control  Committees,  Traders  on,  113. 
Food  Control  Committees,  Representation 

of  Local,  102. 
Forster,  J.  ajwl  W.-  Comipouniding  of  Syr. 

Fsicititius  (W.  E.  F.),  265. 
Frames.  Oleamir.ig  Gilt  Picture,  214. 
Freemaip'  v.  Freeman  (Birmingham),  298. 
Fruit   and  Vegetables,   Preserving  [Inset, 
July  7). 

Fruit,  Bottling  Fresh,  152,  168. 
Fry.  W.  T.— Finance  Act,  1917,  83. 
Furnituiro  Polisih,  Cediar  Oil.  122. 
Furs,  Cleaning  White,  292. 


Q 


Gabbett's  Methylene  Blue  Stain,  12. 

GtaM  andi  Opium  Ointment,  68. 

Gas  Mask  for  Hyda-ocyanic  Acid,  24. 

Gas-proof  Contaiijer,  Calico,  254. 

Gautiea-  and  Clausmann  —  De-troying 
Orgianio  ^^latter  in  the  Detection  of 
Arsenic,  88. 

General  :Medical  Council  (V.D.  Act,  Gly- 
cerin and  Sugar-containing  Prepara- 
tions), 261. 

Ciinger,  Pungent  Principles  of  (Grier),  172. 
205,  216. 

Girling,  W.  R. — Alterations  in  the  Prices 

of  Proprietaries,  201. 
Gissing.  Thonnas  Waller,  133. 
Glasgow   Pharmacists   and   Military  Ser- 
vice, 84. 
Glass  and  Glassware.  147. 
Glucose,  Clinical  Te.st  for  (Parnell),  (Inset, 

July    7)-  „  V 

Glucose  for  Jam-making.  12.  (Hallaway) 
36. 

tilvcerin  and  Sugar:  Codex  Addendum, 
261. 

Glycerin  and  Sugar,  Economy  in  the  Use  , 

of  (Edit.),  70. 
Glycerin   and    Sugar    from    the  Pharma 

'  coi-oeia,  WitJidrawal  of   (Edit.),  48. 
Glycerin,  CrvstaUisation  and  Pmperties  of 
a    Beta-monoglucoside  of  (Bourquelot, 
Bridel.  and  Aubry).  29. 
(ilvcerin  from  Home  Waste  [Inset,  Aug. 
"  18). 

Glycerin  from  Lye,  214. 

Glycerin  in.  Hectograph.  Substitute  for.  24. 

Glycerol.  Crystalline  Bcta-monogluooside  of 
(Bourquelot),  145. 

Gonococcus,  New  Cullture  Medium  for.  113. 

Goodie,  C— The  Council  and  the  Copper 
Sulphate  Anomaly.  67. 

Gostling,  G.  J.  -The  Mile  Limit,  241. 

Government  Co-itrol  of  :Materials  as  Affect- 
ing Pharmacy  (Hill),  287. 

Grain,  Poisoned,  96. 

Grandmotlher's  Tea  (Popham),  57. 

Grease-  Banding  of  Fruit  Trees  (Inset,  Oct. 
6). 

(Jreaso  Pencils,  223. 

Greaves,  S.  C-  Women  in  Pharmacy.  3j2. 

Greenfield,  W.— Tiie  Case  for  Non-Proprie- 
tor Pbarmacists.  177,  253. 

Griebel  and  Barnes— Saw  Palmetto  Fruit 
for  Improving  Brandy.  154. 

Grier.  J. — The  Pungent  Principles  of 
Ginger.  172.  205.  216. 

.iroves,  J.  F.— Viability  of  Seeds,  123. 

Gun  Barrelsi,  Oil  for  Cleaning,  254. 

Gun  Fire  and  Rainstorms.  130. 
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Haberlandt,  G. — Nutritive  Value  of  Birch 
Wood,  88. 

Haines,  G.  H.-T^Oorroapondoncp  Ohess,  229. 
Hair-Darkening  Preiparation,  302. 
Hair  Dye,  One-Solution.  168. 
Hair  lyotion,  Earesol,  245. 
Hair  Tonii',  Burcsol,  134. 
Hall.iiwiav.  R.  R. — Glucose  in  Jam-Making, 
36. 

Hanbiiry   Medallist.   The — Paof.  Greenish, 

uitn  Portrait,  161. 
Haricot  Beans,  Dietary  Value  of,  88. 
Harness  Dressing,  230 

HaiTper,  J.  W. — So)ne  Reminiscences  of  an 
Aipprenticcsh'ip,  247. 

Harrison,  Lt.-Col.  E.  F.,  C.M.G.— Or- 
ganisation of  Business,  Educaitional 
Standards,  and  tiie  Development  of  the 
Resources  o.f  tlho  British  Empire,  156, 
173,  180,  193. 

Hawkins,  L.  A.— Potato  Rot.  154. 

H<''ad  Lotion  for  (Ihildren.  130. 

Hebersin. — Drug  Assay,  111. 

Henna,  84. 

Hickman  and  Motoalf. — Proprietaries  and 
ithe  Sdhedule  of  Ponsons.  57,  83,  117. 

Hill,  C.  A.— O'ur  Medicine  Supply  in  VViai' 
Time,  15,  26,  39;  Government  Control 
of  M-ateria.ls  as  Affecting  Pharmacy, 
287. 

Hill,  G.  Grayson.  -  .'lothesay ;  A  Correc- 
tion; and  the  Prooosed  Summer  Season 
Extension  of  Shop  Hours,  67. 

T  les,  F.  G. — State  ilecognition  of  Phar- 
macists, 117;  Some  Thoughts  on  Re- 
construction, 297. 

Hormone  Theory  of  Root  Formation  (Loeb), 
111. 

Hot  Drinks  Ca;use  Dyspepsia,  88. 

Howard     and    Ohiok. — Decomposition  of 

Quinine  Bisulphate,  143. 
Hum.nhrey,  J. — Tlie  Progressive  Pharmacy 

Club,  55 ;  Tariff  Revisdon  for  1918,  117". 
Hydraxtis  Vanadenxia  in  Austria,  29. 
Hydvocjanic  Acid,  Gas  Mask  for,  24. 
Hyperdrosis  of  tlie  Hands,  Lotion  for.  121. 


I 

Iguano  Oil."  68. 
Inaugural  Sessional  Address  (Edit.).  154. 
InauguraJ  Sessional  Address,  The  Prelec- 
tor of  the — Lt.-Col.  Harrison,  with  Por- 
trait, 155. 
Indian  Hemp,  149. 
Indian  Items.  64,  102,  149.  186. 
Indigo.  Japanese  Artificial,  102. 
Indi '-trial    Research    Organisation,  Some 

Principfies  of  (Rowell),  62. 
Industrial    Research.     Schemes    for    C  o- 

operative  (Rowell),  62. 
Ingham.     J. — The     Society's  Laboratory 

Course  in  Microbiology,  177. 
Inglii>.  W.  K. — Proposed  Introduction  of  a 

Postal  Cash-on-Delivery  Service,  253. 
Ink  fo-  Lantern  Slides,  229. 
Insect  Flowers,  Japanese,  251. 
Insomnia    and    Epilepsy,    Treatment  of 

(Smith),  252. 
Insiitcte  of  Chemistry: 

Pass  List.  41. 
Insurance,  National  Health  : 
Accounts.  Chemists'  8. 
Advisorj'  Comrmittee.  N.H.,  90. 
Bonus,  Chemists'  (Ecfinburgh),  8. 
Bottle*,  Poison  (Duty),  31. 
Checking  Burchu,  Central  (Enquiries  Sec- 
tion), 69. 

Committee.  Burgh  Insurance  (Glasgow), 
3. 

Committees.   Insurance.   8,    [Inset.  Julv 
14).  42.  63,  90,  91.  160,  174.  198,  261 
D^c.  15). 


Insubance,  National  Health — Continued. 

Oommitteeis,  Pharmaceutical,  {Inset,  July 
14)  (ICssex,  London  County,  Middle- 
se.\),  31-52,  ■  42,  63;  (Birmingham. 
Lanairkshire),  90,  91;  (Liverpool, 
Sheffield),  112;  ( Lamar  kshiire,  Wilt- 
shire). 124;  (Cownty  of  London,  Essex 
County),  135-136;  (Hampwhire),  198; 
(Lonidion  County),  235,  (Sheffield. 
Warwickshire),  246;  (Birming'ham), 
261;  {Inxet,  Dec.  15),  {/iisel,  Dec.  29). 

Committee,  Phiarm.acoutical,  for  the 
County  of  London,  90,  182. 

Conference  of  Repreisentatives  from  Dis- 
trict Meetings,  233. 

Doctor.  Removal  of,  from  P«inel  (Bourne- 
mouth), {In.'iei,  Dec.  15). 

Drug  AC'OOuinits  Committee  (Scotland). 
246. 

Drug  Tariff.  SoottLsh  Insurance,  1913 
(Arthur),  265. 

FovimAjla\  Amended  (Kent),  91. 

Glasgow  Burgh  Pharmaceutical  Commit- 
tee, 90. 

Grant  from  Commissioners  (Portsmouth), 
8. 

Local  Insurance  News  :  8  {In.iet,  July 
14),  31.  42,  63,  90,  112.  124.  135.  (In.'^et, 
Sept.  29),  160,  174,  182,  198,  235,  246. 
261,  ijmct,  Dec.  15),  {Insel,  Dee.  29). 
Mile  Limit  (Derbyshire),  136. 
Panel  Chemiists  Meet  (London),  174. 
Praniel  Praotitioneir's  Action  against  In- 

suranice  Committee,  32. 
Pharmaceutical    Service,    An  Adequate 
ian'd    Satisfactory   Insurance  (Edit.), 
267. 

Poison  Bottles.  281. 

Prescription    Forms,    Acorss   to  Priced 

Insurance,  301. 
Prescriptions,  Insj-eotiion  of  (Aberdeen), 

63. 

Proscriptions,  Pricing  of  (Portsmouth). 
198. 

Ionic  Medication  (Dickinson),  209. 
Irish  Moss  Muoila.ge,  Straining,  302. 
Irish  Notes  and  Newts  :   {In.iet.  July  7), 

21;  {In.-ief,  July  21);  (/w{r->.  July' 28); 

{hixct.  Aug.  4)  ;  {Inaet,  Aug.  11)  ;  {/nsef. 

Aug.    18)  ;    (Inset,    Aug.    25)  ;  (Inaet, 

Sept.  1),  127;  (In.^et,  Sept.  22);  (Inset. 

Sept.  29)  ;  {In.^et,  Oct.  13)  ;  {In.'<et.  Oct. 

27)  ;   (Inset,  Ncv.  3) ;  (Inset,  Dec.  8)  ; 

(Inset,  Dec.  15). 
Irish  Slate_  130;  (Dickinson),  140. 
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Jackson,  J.  J. — Inadequate  Profit  on  Pro- 
prietaries, 229,  253,  280. 

Jacob  Bell  as  a  Pharmaceutical  Publicity 
Propagandist  (Editorial),  85. 

Jenkin.  A.  H. — The  Compounding  of 
Syi-upus  Factitius,  W.E.F.,  252. 

Jenkins.  L.  E. — Pharmacists  in  the  Armv, 
23. 

Jensen,  H.  R.— The  Title  of  Chemist,  82. 

Johnston,  W. — Codex  Addendum  and  the 
Food  and  Drug^  Act:  Recommenda- 
tions bv  the  Oheimists'  Defence  Associa- 
tion, 291. 

Jones.  J.  H.- — Sunday  Closing,  83. 

Juniors"  Columns,  The: 
The  Story  of  Plant  Life  (18),  29;  (1'9"), 
110.' 

Jury  Service,  Exemption  of  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Cliemists,  119. 

K 

Kemp.  R.  H. — Assistants'  Remuneration, 
117. 

Kenoyer,  I/.  A. --Nectar  Secretion  and  En- 
vironment, 123. 


Keiv  Bulletin,  Suspens.ion  of  the  (Editorial), 
26;   (Inset    Aug.  18). 

Kieft,  E.  J. — Pharmacy  in  Fiction,  167. 

J'lirkby,  W. — "  The  Ointment  of  the  Apothe- 
cary," 105;  Maignesia  as  a  Bread  Im- 
provei-.  279. 

Korber.  P.  A.— Perevaporia.tion,  Perdistil- 
lation,  and  Percrj-stallieation,  100. 
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Laing.  A. — Earth  in  the  Making,  286. 
Lamp,  Burning  Oil  for,  130. 
Lanolin  Toilet  Emulsion,  280. 
Lantern  Slides,  Ink  for,  229. 
'  Lard,  Mineral,"  106. 

Laundry.  Powder  for  Use  with  Soan  in, 
292.' 

Leather  Boot-Tops,  Dyeing,  24. 

Leech,  P.  N. — Ambrine,  88. 

Leeney,  H. — Home-grown  Drugs,  197. 

Leihma.nn    and    Wolff. — Methvl-red  as  an 

Indicator,  100. 
Lice  in  Horses  (Tutt),  122. 
Ligihts  Order  (Inset,  Oct.  6). 
Lime  Cream.  Ohe;up,  46. 
Lin.  Camph.  Co.,  Sale  of,  202. 
Linnean  Society,  A  Now  (Inset,  Dec.  22). 
Liquor  Akiminii  Acetatis,  B.P.C.,  140. 
Liquor  Ammonise  Anisatus,  242. 
Llovd.  E.  N. — Pharmacists  in  the  Armv, 
"12. 

Local  Notes  and  News:  [Inset,  July  7); 
(In.iet.  July  14)  ;  (Inset,  July  21) ;  (in.tef, 
July  28) ;  (Inxet,  Aug.  4) ;  (Inset,  Aug. 
11)  ;■  (Inset,  Auig.  18)  ;  [In.net,  Aug.  25) ; 
[Inset,  Sept.  1)  ;  (Inset,  Sept.  8)  ;  [Insel, 
Sept.  15);  (Inset.  Sept.  22);  [Inset, 
Sept.  29) ;  162  ;  [Inset,  Oct.  13) ;  [In.iet, 
Oct.  20) ;  [Inset,  Oct.  27) ;  (Inset  Nov. 
3) ;  (Inset,  Nov.  24) ;  [Inset,  Dec.  22). 

Loeb.  J. — ^Homiono  Theory  of  Root  Forma- 
tion. 111. 

Long.  H.  S.  A. — Unremunorative  Insurant 

Dispensing,  291. 
"  Lotio  Hydrogen.  Perox.  Boratum,"  152. 
Lotion  for  Children's  Heads,  130. 
I/uminous  Paint,  140. 
Luminous  Paint,  Medium  for.  254. 
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McEvyan.  A. — Pharmacists  in  the  Annv. 
23. 

MoKenzie,     A. — Inhibitory     Influence  of 

Authority  and  Custom  in  Science  and'' 

Trade.  253. 
McLanachan.    J. — Aniline    Dve    for  B^ 

Disease.  176. 
'  ^Madame  Bovary,'  Flaubert's,  132. 
Magnesia  as   a  Bread   Improver  (Edit.). 

256:  (Kirkby),  279. 
.Major  Examination,  The,  151. 
Make   a   Note   of   It:    [Inset,    Julv  7); 

Unset,    July   14),    [Inset,    July'  21); 

[In.^et,    July    28);     [Inset,    Aug.  4); 

[Inset,    Aug.    11) ;    [Inset,    Aug.    18) ; 

[Inset,  Sept.  8). 
Malta.  An  Appreciation  from,  177. 
Managers,    Unqualified    (Greenfield),  213, 

228. 

-Mange.   Ringworm,   and  Lice  in  Horses 

(Tutt),  122. 
Mann,  E.  W. — Future  of  the  Fine  Chemical 

Indiistry,  41. 
Mark  Twain's  Debt  to  Pharmacy  (Insel. 

Aug.  11). 

Market  Rehort.s:  9.  21.  33.  43,  55.  65.  81, 
93,  103.  114,  126,  137,  148.  166,  175,  187, 
199.  211,  226,  238,  251,  262,  277,  289, 
299,  310. 

Ma  r>ihaU- Woodcock,  J. — Assistants'  Re- 
muneration, 128.  - 
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Material  as  Affec-ting  Pharmacy,  Govern- 
ment Control  of  (HiW),  287. 

Maxted,  E.  B.— Synthesis  of  Ammonia  and 
its  Oxidatioi  to  Nitric  Acid.  62. 

Medical  and  SaJiatorium  Benefit  for  In- 
valided Seamen,  M'a.rines,  and  Sol- 
diers. 147. 

Medical  Re-examination  Procedure,  13. 
Medical  Research  Committee  (Annual  Re- 

Jgprji.  (Inset,  Dec.  22). 
ical  Serviioe  Staft,  Pharmacists  and  the 
Army  (Walton),  67. 
!Mediciil  Treatment  of  Inivalided  Soldiers 

and  Sailors,  107. 
Medicinal  Plants  in  Gothland,  Cultivation 
of.  88. 

Medicine  Supplv  in  War  Time.  Our  (Hill), 

15.  26.  39. 
Medium  for  Luminous  Paint,  254. 
Mellins.  S. — Assistants'  Remuneration.  117. 
Menciere's  Formula  for  Emibalming  Liquid 

for  Wounds,  240. 
Mercuric  Chlo/ide  on  Aluminium.  Action 
^        of.  130. 
'Mesopotamia.  A  Message  from  (Murdhie), 

129. 

^lesopotamia  Campaign  (Inset,  July  7). 
Mesf)i.otamia  Campaign,  Medical  Service 

Breakdown  in  the,  23. 
Methvl    Compounds    in    Ether,    Test  for 

(Dott).  283. 
Met.hvl-red  as  an  Indicator  {Lehmann  and 

Wolf!)  100. 
Methylated  Spirit  for  Dental  Practice,  267. 
Afethvlated  Spirit,  The  Stocking  of.  an<d 

the  Sale  of  Compounds  Containing  it 

by  Unlicensed  Vendors  (Edit.),  232. 
Methylene  Blue  Stain,   Removing,  from 

Wood.  214. 
Metric.  Proscriptions.  213. 
Microbiology  Class  at  Bloomsbury  Square, 

An  Evening  with  the.  28. 
iTicTobiology.    The    Society's  Laboratory 

Course  in  (Ingham).  177. 
^lildew  in  Cottonwool,  Prevention  of,  58. 
Mildew,    Removing.     from    Cotton  and 

Woollen  Cloth.  140 
Mile  Limit.  The  (Gostling).  241. 
Militari-  Service,  169. 
Military  Service — B3  and  C3  Men,  1. 
Military  Service  (Commissions  in  Scotland), 

13  ■ 

Military    Service    Aot    (Aippeal    of  Bell 
Scholar— London).  (Inset,  Oct.  13). 
■  litary  Service:  Reclassification  of  Re- 
cruits, 203. 

.Military  Service:  Re-exaiKination  of  Ex- 
empted Men,  25. 

Milk.  The  Reductase.  Tesit  for  (Arup),  240. 

Miller.  J.  F.— Inadequate  Profits  on  Pro- 
prietriries,  301. 

"MilUrd,  X.  P.— The  B.P.  Assay  of  Aconite, 
291. 

Milner.  .1. — Sunday  Closing,  ,95. 
Mineral  Oils  Supplies  (Inset,  .July  21). 
Mineralised   Spirit,   Supply  Discontinued, 
153. 

Ministry  of  Health,  A  Project  for  a,  147. 
Minnows  for  Angling,  Preserving,  312. 
Minor "    Experiences    and  Impressions, 
87. 

?.!ist.  Trag.  Ohlorof.,  89. 

Monas^han,    J.    E. — Evening    Classes  in 

Bacteriology.  128. 
Monk.-*.  E.  K. — Uniform  Sunday  Closing  for 

South  liOndon,  83. 
Morphine  and  Cocaine.  Ex.nortation  of,  to 

.Jai>an  (Inset,  Oct.  20). 
Moths  in  Furrtiture.  24. 

Motto     for    "  Progressive  "  Pharmacist- 

Emigrants,  163. 
Mo^l^fne.   M.— Distribution  of  Beta-'Galac- 

tf/sidea,  29. 
Mouth  Wash,  Carliolic,  190. 


Mouth  Wash,  Flavinc.  Sodium  Desoxy- 
cholate,  and  Quinine  as  a  (WelLs),  125. 

Munition!?  and  Other  War  Material,  Out- 
put of  (Inset,,  July  7). 

Alurchie,  J.— A  Message  from  Mesopo- 
tamia, 129;  The  World  War  and 
Pharmacy,  237. 

Muttelet,  C.  F. — Colour  Reaction  of  Am- 
moniaoal  Cochineal  and  of  CaiTnine, 
123. 

Mvcodextrane  (Dox  and  Neidig),  111. 
"My  Fifth  Year"  (White),  185. 
Mylius  and  Groschuff.— Pure  Bismuth,  145. 
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Narcotics  or  Stimulants  to  Men  Serving 
with  the  Colours,  Sale  and  Supplying 
of  (Edit),  37;  (Bailey),  45;  (Edit.),  131. 

Nathan,  A. — Mode-rn  Business  Methods, 
297. 

National  Service  Department,  The  Re- 
formed. 136. 

Neathercoat.  E.  T. — Phaa-maceutical  Poli- 
tics, ^197. 

Nectar  Secretion  and  Environment  (Ken- 
yon).  123. 
Nis'bet"?  Specific,  58. 

New  Books  .\nd  Editions  :  124,  223,  306. 

Newcastle  Delegates  to  the  Central  Con- 
ference (Chapman,  Whitfield),  201,  229. 

News  from  Abhoad  :  (Inset,  July  14) ; 
(Inset,  Aug.  4)  ;  (Inset,  Aug.  25);' (Inset, 
Sept.  1)  ;  (Inset.  Sept.  22). 

Newsp.apers  as  Circulars  (Inset.  Aug.  18). 

Nickel-plated  Articlies.  Cleaning.  28. 

1914  and  1917— A  Comparison,  60. 

•■  1917     (Edit.),  303. 


o 


Oil.  Burning,  for  Lamps,  130. 
('■1  for  Cleaning  Rifles,  254. 
Oils,  Control  of  Exi.losive,  113. 
Ointment.   An,  Incompatible  Tar  (Elliot), 
283, 

Ointment  for  Anigleberries.  254, 

"  Ointment     of    the    Apothecary,     The  ' 

(Kirkby).  105. 
"Ointment.  The  Fly  in  t\io"  (Raynoi'),  105. 
Ointments  in  Stick  Form.  266. 
O'ive  Oil,  114,  299. 

One-Man  Businesses,  240,  303.  (Inset,  Oct. 
6). 

Ontology     (Erown).     35;     (Sadler),  45; 

(Brown),  57;  (Williamson),  67;  (Clark), 

83;  (Brown).  95. 
Opium     and     Cocaine     Sales  Registe'-. 

.'Vmended  Regulations  for  the  (Edit.), 

204. 

Opium  for  Smoking  (Order  in  Council),  208. 

f)piura.  Traffic  in,  with  Japan,  194. 

Organisation  of  Business,  Educational 
Standards,  and  the  Development  of  the 
Resources  of  the  British  Empire  (Harri- 
son), 156,  173,  180,  193. 

Overton.  H.  L. — ^Modified  Dakin's  Solu- 
tion, 83. 

Owen.  H.  G.— V.D.  Act :  Sale  of  Copaiba, 
265. 

Owen,  R,  C. — Pharmacy  in  Fiction,  109, 
120.  177-  G.  K.  Chesterton  on  Pfear- 
maoy,  133;  Books  for  the  I/eosu're  Hour, 
295. 

Oxygen  Cylinders.  Lost  (Bolton).  265. 


Paints,  Hardening  of  Water-Glass,  269. 
Palestine  Army,  With  the  (Ch'apm.an),  244. 


Palm  Oil  CoretairiB  Methyl  Nonyl  Ketone 
(Salway),  29, 

Palm<-.r,  J.  S.~"  The  Fly  in  the  Oint- 
ment," 129. 

Palmer,  W.  J.— Inadequate  Profits  on  Pro- 
priotarios,  301. 

Panel  Practitioners  and  the  Pharmacy 
Service  (Edit.),  1. 

Papain,  Trvps/iii,  ani!  Rennin,  The 
Potency  of,  104. 

Paper  Restriotiion,  100. 

Paper   Sui.pliy :    Priority   Licences  [Inset, 

Ju\y  28). 
Paraffin,  Chlorinated,  140. 
Paraffin  for  Burns,  302. 

Paraffin  for  Burns,  Apparatus  for  Melting, 
j02. 

Paraffin  Jelly,  Liquid,  96, 

Paircihmen-t,  Cleaning  Old,  36, 

Parkhouse,  G. — Pharmacy  in  Fiction,  150. 

Parliamentary  News  :  (Ether  Poisoning, 
Sugar  Beet,  Amendment  of  Insurance 
Acts.  Official  Reoogniition  of  Bone- 
setters),  16;  (Bonded  Spirit,  Free  Sup- 
ply of  Sailvarsan.  Finance  Bill,  Earlv 

.  Closing  Order).  32;  (Med.  Exam,  of 
Recruits,  -Mr.  Glyn  -  Jones'  New 
Appointment,  Qualified  Dispensers 
in  R.A.M.C.,  Beer  and  Gingorbeer 
Duties),  41;  (Sulphate  of  Ammonia, 
Peace  Settlement,  Supply  of  Cocaine), 
54 ;  (Unregistered  Practitioners  of 
Dentistry,  Use  of  Cocaine  by  Unregis- 
tered Practitioners  of  Dentistry,  Clos- 
ing of  Shops,  Unregistered  Dental 
Practice),  64;  (Unregisttred  Dentist. 
Leicestershire  Panel  Practitioners' 
Capitation  Fee),  70  ;  (Saccharin,  Badge 
for  Campaigner.s),  89;  (Committee  of 
Use  of  Cocaine  in  Dentistry,  Criminal 
Law.  Insurance  Act,  and  Bill  for  Minis- 
try of  Health),  (Iitsct.  Oct.  20)  ;  (Traffic 
in  Opium  with  Japan.  Indian  Opium 
in  the  Manufacture  of  Opium  Alka- 
loids, Payment  to  Panel  Practitioners), 
194  ;  (British  Dyes.  Ltd.,  Ministry  of 
Health,  Petrol  Suj.ply.  Enemy  Trade 
Marks  and  Patents.  Supply  of  Calcium 
Carbide),  (Inset.  Nov.  3)';  (Woolwi-h 
Military  Hospitals — Dispenser),  218; 
(Hospital  Dispensers,  Patented  Pro- 
cesses, Criminal  Law  Amendment  x-ill). 
233;  (N.H.I.  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
Entorcement  of  Business  Names  Act). 
246;  (The  Insurance  Bill.  1917,  Supply 
of  Carbide  of  Calcium.  Insurance  Pve- 
scribiitg  of  Proprietarv  Dntgs).  261  ; 
(Natioiral  Health  Insuirance  Bill,  1917. 
Codex  Addendum,  Drugs  for  Insured 
Persons,  Maize  and  Staroh  in  Com- 
pound Liquorice  Powder  (W,  E.  F). 
276:  (National  Health  Insurance  Bill. 
1917,  Mr,  Glvn-.Xones,  :M.P.,  and  tihe 
Nonferrous  Metals  Bill),  285;  (N,H,I, 
Bill.  1917,  Trade  Marks  of  Sanatogen 
and  Formia-mint,  Enemy  Tvade  Marks 
in  Genera]),  298,  309. 

Parliamentary  Representation  (Edit.),  179. 

Paste,  Adhesive,  178,  214. 

Paste  (Instead  of  Strapping)  for  Fastening 
Bandages,  190. 

Patent  La.w  and  British  Chemical  Industry 
(Ivscf.  Dec.  11. 

Patents  and  Trade  Marks.  Enemy  (Wool- 
ley),  195. 

Pearson's  Fund,  Sir  A.,  for  Blinded 
Soldiers  and  Sailors,  267,  281,  293. 

Pensions,  Applications  for  (Inset,  July  28). 

Perchlorates.  Microchemical  Reaction  for 
(Deniges),  123. 

Perewaponxition,  Perdistillation.  and  Per- 
crystallisation  (Korber),  100. 

Perfumes  Maimfaoture  of  Modern,  36. 

Perfuming  Cards,  24.  68. 

Perihydrol  Tablets,  96. 
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I'EiiHON.M,  Items  ;  10,  22.  34,  44,  56.  66,  82, 
94,  104.  115,  127.  138.  139.  165.  176.  188, 
200.  212,  227,  240,  252,  263.  278,  290.  300, 
311. 

Porspiratiion  in  A)inii»its,  Vov.  178. 
P<>iti-ol,   FrooziiiK  Point  of,  242. 
Potrolou.ni.  Solidifying:,  230. 
Pctrolouni,  S'tatc  Rpservation  of,  92. 
I  hai  niiico\)tical  Nomnnclature  (Inset,  Sopt, 
15), 

'hiarmacoutioal  Politics  (Nea-t)hprooa.t),  197; 

(Wolff).  248. 
Pharmaceutical  Reconstruction  (Sargeant), 
258. 

PJiarmacputical  Service,  A,n  Adequate  and 
Satisfactory  Insurance  (Editorial),  267. 

FJiarmaceutioal  Service  Corps  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  'J'he  "Brief  for  a.  (Ediit.), 
119.' 

Ph.uuiaceuth'.vi.  Society  of  Ihei.and  : 

Meeting  of  Council.  30,  146.  182.  250,  308. 
Examination  Results.  30.  112. 
Annual  Meeting,  182. 

PHARM.ACliUTICAL  SOCIETy,  TRANSACTIONS  OF 
THE  : 

Benevolemt  Fund  Commiittec,  4.  5.  50.  51. 

157,  159,  219,  222,  271,  273. 
Copper  Siulphate.  Maxinuvm  R/etail  Price 

of.  3.  49, 

Council  Meetinfj-s,  3.  49.  157.  219.  271. 
(^ouncil  Prizes  Competition.  164, 
Dean's  Rei.art,  163. 
Evening  Meeting  in  Bdinburglh.  284. 
Examiiniations  in  London,  7,  160. 
Examinations  in.  Edinburgh.  7.  160. 
Examination  Questions,  Major.  7. 
Exiaimiiiations,  Report  of  the.  221. 
Executive    Committee    for  Cmisrvltative 

Purposes,  Pronosed,  158. 
Finance  Committee,  3,  4.  49,  51.  157.  159, 

219,  221,  271,  272 

Hanibury  Medal,  Presentation  of,  164. 
Herbarium  Competition,  4,  50,  164. 
Hewlett  Memorial.  164. 
Inauiguiral  Sessional  Meeting,  163. 
Jackson,    Sir    Herbert,  Conigratula.tions 
to,  175. 

Jacob  lio-ll  Memorial  SdioLarships,  164. 
Librarian'.s  Reports.  52. 
Libnarv,   Museum,   School,    and  House 
Committee.   4,   5.    50,   51,   158.  159, 

220,  222.  271,  273. 

Local  Associations.  Proposed  Reconstruc- 
tion of  the  (Mr.  Hines  Motion),  220. 

N.B.  Branch  Executive,  207. 

P-irliamentary  and  General  Purposes 
Committee.  4  ,  6,  50,  52,  150,  220.  222, 
273, 

Pliarmaci.-ts  in  the  Army,  3, 

Poison  Schedule,  Proposed  Addition  to 

the,  2(2,  _ 
Ransom   Scholar.ship.  164. 
Scliclat ships.  Jacob  Bell  and  the  ^Tan- 

oh  ester  Pharmaceutic^al.  4. 
School  of  Pharmiacv,  Re-opening  of  the, 

163. 

fiohool  Staff,  4. 

Secretary's  Appointment  at  the  War 
Office,  52. 

Sui-erintendents    of    Written  Exajninn- 

tions,  272. 
Vice-President,  Presentation  to  the,  53. 

Pharmaceutical  Training  and  Education, 
75. 

Pharmacii^t,  The  Incomplete,  139. 
Pharmacist  and  Military  Service  {Ameii- 

C(tn  DrtiijyisI),  {IriKt.t,  Sept.  1). 
Pharmiacists  Discharged   from  Army  and 

Navy,  I. 

Pharmacists  in  the  Army  (.Lloyd),  11,  12- 
(McEwan.  Jenkins),  "  23  ;  (Catto),  35; 
(Edit.),  70;  (Edit.),  266. 

PhaitnacistB  in  the  Canadian  Armv  Med: 
cal  Corps,  24. 


Pharmacists  in  the  U.S.  Army  (Edit.),  47. 
Pharmacists.  Non-Propriertor  (CorralJ)  241; 

(GreMiield),  253.  265. 
I'luirniaciits  on  the  ."Vrmy  ^Medical  Service 

Staff  (Walton),  67. 
I'harnnacists,  State  Recognition  of  (Breeso), 

105;   (.Arth.ur.  .'Xtlcinc,  Hines,  Wilson), 

116-117;  (Stockwell.  Breese),  128. 
Pharniaci.sts.  The  Ca.^e  for  Xon-Pi'oppietor 

(Greeni(ield),  177;    (Clarke),  201;  (Cor- 

•rall),  213;  (Clarke).  228. 
Plmrmacopoeia.    British.    1914  (Allteration 

and  Amendment),  .-4. 
Phiarm«co])oeia,   The    I'.S.,    and  National 

Formuliary.  (Edit.).  37. 
Pharmacoiiceia  Committee,  279 

Phakmacy  Act,  1868,  Proceedings  under 
Section  15:  Stirychninc — Glasgow,  206; 
Opium  and  White  Precipitate-— Bloome- 
bury,  298. 

Ph.\rmact  Act.  1868.  Peockedings  under 
Section  17:  John  Thomas  Painter  — 
Swindon,  80,  186;  W^illiam  Cooper — 
Bow,  210;  Aisikoff  de  Costa— Whiite- 
<  h.ipel,  298:  Aloin  Compound  Tabloids 
(Airmy  and  Navv  Co-oi.erativp  Socicfty, 
Ltd.)'  Westmiin^ster,  274. 

Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  Proceedings  uinder 
Section  30,  101. 

Pharmacv.  G.  K.  Chesterton  on  (Owen), 
133, 

Pharmacv,  Deimocratic  Cohesion  and  Con- 
trol In  (Edit.),  142. 

Pluarmtacv.  Need  of  Statutory  Reservation 
for.  241. 

Pharmacv,    .Statf  Recognition   of  (Briggs. 

Arkle).  150. 
Pharmacy    in    Fiction    (Owen),    109,  120 

(Stooke),      129:      ("'Eclectic"),  132 

(Smith.    Parkhouse).    150-151:  (Kieft) 

167;  (Owen),  177. 
Pharmacy  in  Revelation  (Brown).  229. 
Pharmacy  of  To-day  (Boag).  257. 
Pharmacv,   State  Recogniition  of  (Brecse), 

176.  ■ 

Plharmacy.  The:  Its  Situation,  Structure, 

and  Style,  122:  (Roibert*).  139. 
Phanniiacy,  ThiC  Reguilation  of  (Smith).  11. 
Phenol  Test,  Blue  Colour  in,  312 
Photo  :Mountant,  106. 

Picado,   C. — Influence  of  Colilargol  Injec- 
tions on  Wassermann's  Reaction,  145. 
Piig  Condition  Powder,  130. 
"  Pijps+aart  Olie."  24. 

Pills  and  Ointment,  /Eclectic  (Iiiait,  Dec. 
22). 

Piper.  L.— Artillery  Fire  and  Rainfall.  302. 
Plant  Health,  Eflfect  of  Acidity.  Alkalinity, 

and  Nitrogen  in  Soils  on  (CouK's),  123. 
Plants,  Sensitiveness  of.  to  Poisonint;  with 

Iluminating  Gas  (Doubt).  111. 
Plateau's    Solution    for    Soap  Bubbles  of 

Long  Duration,  118. 
Platinum  in  Alaska,  113. 
"  Platts,  .John.''  Memorial  Bed  (Leicester) 

(Inset.  Doc.  1). 
Plum   Puddings.   Preservative  Paint  for, 

292. 

Poisoning    Case.s    axd   Inque.sts:  (Inset. 

July  28) ;  (Inset.  Aug.  4) ;  (Inset,  Aug. 

25)  :  (Inset,  Sept.  1)  ;  (Inset.  Sept.  15)  ; 

[Inset.  Oct.  13)  ;  (Imtet,  Dec.  1). 
Poisons.  Scheduled,  in  Proprietaries,  106. 
Poisons,  The  Sale  of  (Times).  97. 
Pollard,  W.— Cobbler's  Wax.  242. 
Popham.  H.  N. — Grandmother's  Tea,  57. 
Porcelain.  ChemicaJ  (Watkins),  89. 
Po.«tcard  Price  Quotations,  229. 
Posters  and  Circulars.  Restriction  on,  208. 
Potash.    Bracken    as   a   Sorfrce   of.  (Edit.) 

153. 

Potash  in  Rooks,  Amount  of,  302. 

Potash,  New  Source  of  (/n,sc^  Sept.  15). 

Potassium  and  Sodium  Sulphates.  Deter- 
mination of  bv  mean;  of  Platinic 
Chloride  (Turkus).  145. 


1  otassiuin  (Jom,pounds  Controlk^l,  198 
Potato  Rot  (Ha-w<kins),  154, 
Potatoes,  Food  Value  of  (Inset,  Doc.  1). 
Practical  Notes  and  Formula;:  122.  223 
245. 

Prescription.'!.  Metric,  213. 

Presei  ving  Flowers  and  Plaint*,  58. 

Preserving-   Fruit    and  Vegetables  (Inset. 

Juiby  7). 
Preserving  Green  Poas,  96. 
IVeserving  Vegetables,  68. 
Proflavine,  92. 

"  Progressive  "      Pharmacist  Emigrant, 

Motto  for,  168. 
Proigressive  Phaamaoy  Club,  47,  56;  (Hiim- 

yihivey),  56 

Proprietaries,  Alterations  in  the  Prices  of 
(Inset,  Nov.  3);  (Insel,  Nov.  17); 
(Inset,  Dec.  1);  (Rook),  301;  (I)o«n- 
ung),  189:  (Ghallenor,  Girling),  201. 

Proprietaries  and  the  Schedule  of  Poisons 
(Hickman  and  Metcalf),  57,  83,  96,  117. 

l'iv)prietairies.  Inadequate  Profit*  on  (Ja<-k- 
son,  'Wileon),  229;  (Williams),  241; 
(Palmer,  Miller,  Beswick),  300;  (Jack- 
.soTi),  255,  280;  (Beswick).  264  ,  292, 

Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  ;  - 
-Annual  Meeting,  30,  101. 

Proprietary  Foods,  Sale  of,  and  Maximum 
Price,  141. 

Protoiplasni,  Permeability  of  (Small),  99. 

Protoeperm,  Sporophore,  Seed  (Fielding). 
36;  (Small),  45;  (Fielding,  Small),  l89. 

Public  Health  Control,  Chaos  in,  198. 

P.V.T.C..  In  Praise  of  the  (Bolton),  24. 

Pyrocatoohol.  llydroquinone.  and  Resoi  - 
cinol.  Biochemical  Reaction  to  Dif- 
ferentiate (Wolff),  145. 


Quartermaster.  The.  268. 
Quinine     Bisulphate.     Decomposition  of 
(Howard  and  Ch^ick),  143. 


R 


Rabbits  and  Intestinal  Parasites  (Ritchie), 

83.  » 
Radium  for  Grey  Hair,  84, 
Rainstorms.  Artillery  Fire  and,  130. 
Rameay,  Memorial  to  Sir  W.  (Inset,  July 

7),  (Inset,  Dec.  29). 
Raynor,   E.   J. — Attitude  of  Pharmacists 

Towards  the  Venereal  Disease  Act,  11 : 

The  Fly  in  the  Ointment,  105.  129,  151. 
Reconstruction,  Some  Thoughts  on  (Hine.s), 

297, 

Recreation  (Edit.),  38;  (Haines),  57. 

Recruits.  Civilian  Control  of  Medical  Ex- 
amination of,  37. 

Rennin,  Tiypsin,  and  Papain,  The  Potency 
of.  104. 

Representatives  from  District  Meetings, 
Conference  of,  135  (Exlit..),  141,  233. 

Research,  Scientific  and  Industrial.  113. 

Resettlement  in  Civil  Life  of  Phannacist 
Apprentices  (Bltmiitt),  301. 

Ke.sidue.^.  Recovering  Silver  from  Photo- 
graphic, 230, 

Re.sources,  Development  of  Empire  (I met. 
July  28). 
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Umews  and  Xoticls  of  Books:  93,  110. 
Annual    Ohemkai    Directory    of  the 

United  States' — Lovelace.  223. 
Chemist  aJid  I>ruggist  Diary.  1918,'  306. 

•  Chemistry.  A  Text-Book  of  Inorganic  ' 

— Hollenian,  306. 
•Chemistry     for     Beginners '—Kingzett, 
306. 

•  Chemistry  of  Lin.-ec<l  Oil  '—Friend,  306. 

•  Coll«x;tod    Papers    from    the  Research 

Laboratory  '—Parke.  Davi*,  and  Co., 
93. 

•  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Treatment  of  — 

Sibley,  306. 

■  Health  in  Camp ' — Xaiikevoll,  306. 

•  Laboratory  Manual  of  Organic  Chemis- 

trv  for  Medical  Students" — Steel.  223. 
Linkk  with  the  Pa.st  '—Shepherd,  306. 

■  Manu.aJ     of    Chemistry  ' — Simon  and 

Base,  110. 

■  Materia    Medica   and  Pharmacognosy, 

Manual  of  Orsanio  ' — Sajre,  306. 
Pharmacy  and  the  Public  Services.'  223. 
Plant      Oiemistry       for  Pharmacy 

Stud<>nt3  ' — Wakeman,  306. 
Practical      Chemistry      for  Medical 
Students      Gumming,  110. 
'  Qualitative    Analysis   for    Students  of 

Inorganic  Chemistry  ' — Cavan.  306. 
'  Sketch  Portraiture  '— Adamson.  223. 
Rhododendron  and  Poisoned  Cows,  12. 
Rhubarb  Lea-ves,  11. 

Ricke*ts,     J. — Assistants'  Remuneration, 

106.  151. 
Rifles,  Oil  for  Cleaning,  254. 
Rile-.  H.  A.— The  Commercial  Traveller, 

11,  57. 

Rimgworm  in  Horses  (Tutt),  122. 
Kitchie,  D.  F.— Wild  Rabbits   and  Intes- 
tinal Parasites,  83;  Isle  of  Wight  Bee 

Disease,  201. 
H<,beTts,  H.  T.  T.— The  Pharmacy:  Its 

Situation,  Structure,  and  Style.  139. 
Robinson.  J.  H. — Benevolent  Fund,  83. 
Rock,  M.  C. — Alterations  in  the  Prices  of 

Proprietaries,  301. 
Roof    Forma.tion,    Hormone    Theory  of 

(Loeb),  111. 
Roper.  R.  F.— The  Title  of  Chemist,  139. 
Rordorf,    H. — Botanical    Source    of  Siam 

Benzoin.  111. 
R<j*hesay  :  A  Correction  ;  and  the  Proposed 

Summer    Season    Extension   of  Shop 

Hours  (Hill),  67. 
Rf>well.  H.  W.— Some  Principles  of  Indus- 
trial    Research     Organisation,  62; 

Scheme    for    Co-operative  Industrial 

Re-earch,  62. 
Roval    BoUnic   Society  (Annual  Meeting), 

iln'f'.  Aug.  18). 
Roy\L   Ix.STlTCTTOS :    {Insfi,   Julv  7l.  240. 

273.  {Insd,  Dec.  1),  Unset,  Dec.  29). 
.libi  r-like  Sub.=>tance,  Sample  of.  140. 
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Sacoharin  Solution  a-  a  Sugar  Substitute, 
113. 

-      ';ryii\n.  Uae  of,  in  France,  100. 
H.  J.— Ontology,  45. 
302. 

.•>a  t-.  .Medicinal.  Composition  of.  12. 
Salv'  s  or  Ointment,^  in  Stick  Form,  266. 
Si  wav,  -A.  H. — Methyl  N'onyl  Ketone,  a 
Oinstituent  of  Palm  Oil,  29. 
riflers.  Red,  102. 
Sargf,<ant,    F.    P.  —  Pharmaccutital  Rffon- 

sfruotion,  253. 
^aw  Palmf  tto  Fruit  for  Improving  Brandy 
(Griebel  and  Barnes).  154 
irl<-t-Re<l  Lotion  or  Drops,  230. 
<  n';e  and  Trade,  Inhibitory  Influence  of 
Authority  and  (.'u^tom  in  (McKenzie), 
253. 


Scientific  .and  iKCHNirAL :  29,  123,  145,  154, 
270 

ntific  Researcli.  The  Need  of  {/iixd. 
Oct.  20). 

Scottish  Notks  and  News  :  {Inset,  July  7) ; 

(Inset,     July    14;     {Inset,    JuJy  21); 

{Inset,    July    28) ;     {Inset,    Aug.    4) ; 

{Inset,    Aug.    11)  ;    {Inset,    Aug.    18)  ; 

{Inset,    Aug.    25) ;     {Inset.    Sopt.    1)  : 

{Inset,    Sept.    8) ;    {Inset,    Sept.    29) : 

(Inset.    Oct.     13) :     {Inset,    Oct.    20)  ; 

{Inset,  Oct.  27) ;  {Inset,  Nov.  3) ;  {Inset, 

Nov.  24)  :  {Inset,  Dec.  15)  ;  {Inset,  Dec. 

22);   {Inset,  Dec.  29). 
Seaton.  W. — Appreciation  from  the  Front, 

96. 

Seats.  Redistribution  of,  in  Loudon  (Inset. 

Aug.  11). 
Seeds,  Viability  of  (Groves),  123. 
Senna  Leaves.  227. 

Scqueira,  J.  H. — Dermatitis  due  to  Explo- 
sives LTsed  in  Air  Raids,  88. 

Sericulture,  Scienitific,  102. 

Serums  and  Vaccines,  Difference  Between. 
130. 

Servants  and  Characters  {Inset,  July  21). 

Sbaiiipoo,  Aqueous,  292. 

Shampoo,  Liquid,  Dry,  46,  178. 

Shampoo  Solution.  Aqueous,  230. 

Sli-arp,      G. — ^Einpire-growTi.     Plants  and 

Drugs:  Indian  Digitalis,  108. 
Shaving  Ci'eam  for  LTse  without  Brush, 

266. 

Shops  Act  Case  (Marlborough  Street).  91. 

Siiliica  Ware  (Browne),  86. 

Silver,  Recovering,  from  Waste  Solutions, 

58.  . 
Simi.son,  D. — Time  Saving  and  Uniformity 

in  Dispensing,  168. 
Skinner,     H. — Demiocratic    Cohesion  and 

Control  in  Pharmacy,  167. 
Skinner,  Mr.  H.,  Explains,  201. 
Slate  Dust  in  Block  Form,  302. 
Small  J. — Protospemi,   Sijoropliore,  Seed, 

45;   The  Permealbility  of  Protoplasm, 

99,  189. 

Smith,  E.  C. — The  Regulation  of  Phar- 
macy, 11. 

Smith,  H. — ^Pharmacy  in  Fiction,  150. 
Smith,    Watson — Treatment    of  Inisomnia 

and  Epiliepsv,  252. 
Soap-Bubble  S'ilutioTi.  Platbau's,  118. 
Soap  from  Kitchen  Waste,  178. 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry:  (Annual 

Meeting),  34.  41,  62,  89. 
Society  of  Public  Analysts  :   240  {Inset, 

Dec.  22). 

Sodiuim    Perchlorate    as   a  Mioro-reagent 

(Deniges),  145. 
Sodium  Salicylate.  Making,  12. 
Soldering  ti'luid.  Baker's,  280,  292. 
Solubility,  Note  on  (Dott).  282. 
S-)!'vent  for  Spent  Motor  Tyres.  140. 
"  Some  Immortals"  {Inset,  Sept.  15). 
Soutliend-on-Sca,  260. 

Sparteine  Moa-e  Soluble  in  Cold  than  in 
Hot  Water  (Valeur),  111. 

Si)irit  for  Toilet  Preiparations,  278. 

Spirit,  Siup'plv  of  Mineralised  and  In- 
dustrial, 169. 

Spra.v  Solution  for  Cinemas,  280. 

"Staff,"  Definition  of  {Inset,  Aug.  11). 

Stain,  Removing  Ink,  from  Silk,  230. 

Stain,  Rcmorviirig  Methy^lene  Blue,  from 
Wood,  214. 

Stains,  Acriflavine,  Removal  of,  130. 

Stains,  Removal  of  Amidol,  152. 

Stains,  Removing  Brilliant-Green,  242. 

Stains,  Removal  of  Markinig  Ink,  202. 

Stains,  Removal  of  Nicotine,  from  Fingers, 
254. 

Siakis,  Removing  Oil,  from  Cloth,  68. 
Starcih,  Use  of  Maize,  for  W.E.F.  Prepara- 
tions, 303. 
State-Controlled  Commodities,  311. 
Steel,  Coating,  witih  Copper,  36. 


Steiilienson,  T. — ^lodern  Business  and 
Business  Methods,  260. 

Stepping  Stones  (Adamson),  257.  279. 

Stevenson,  H.^Corres))ondence  Chess,  34. 

Stockwoll,  D.^Statc  Recognition  of  Phar- 
macy, 128. 

Stooke,  F.  A.— .Pharmacy  in  Fiction.  129. 
Stoa-m  Glass,  Solution  for,  178. 
Straw  in  Papermakiiig,  Utilisation  of.  147. 
Strawlboard,  Econoimising.  101. 
Sitrawboard,  Sale  of  {Inset,  Aug.  11). 
Strawboard  Strimgeiwy  (Edit.),  98. 
Stryt'hnine-Iodide  Mixture,  46. 
Suibstibute  for  "  A  "  Man,  85. 
Sugar-Beet    Growing,    Subsidy   for  {Inset, 
Dec.  22). 

Sutgar  Commis.sion,  Operations  of  the.  147. 
Sugar       Distribution       Scheme.  Lord 

Rhondda's  New,  61. 
Sugar  Distribution  to  Pharmacists  (E<lit,). 

132. 

Suigar  for  Invalid.  Supply  of,  140. 
Sugar,   Regulated  Distribution  of  (Edit.), 
60. 

Suigar  Substitute,  113. 

Sugar  Supply  for  Pharmacists  (Official),  119. 
Suigars,  A'dehydic,  New  Method  for  Detex- 

miiuing  (Bougault),  123. 
Suli.huir,    Intravenous    .Administration  of 

(Borg  and  Jacquot),  154. 
Sulphuric  Acid  from  Zinc  Ore  {Inset  Auo- 

18). 

.Sunday  Closing  (jNIilner),  95. 

Sunday  Closing,  Uniform,  for  South  Lon- 
don (:\Ionks),  83;  (Jones),  83. 

Superphosphates  in  Agriculture  (Barbieri) 
111. 

Sweating  of  Handis.  Lotion  for.  121. 

Svnions,  The  Late  Dr.  W.  H.,  139. 

Syrupus  Factitius.  W.  E.  F..  The  Com- 
pounding of  (Jenkins),  252:  (Forster 
Forster),  ^'65. 
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Tainsh.  J.  IL — .Apprenticeship  Twenty 
Years  Ago  and  Now,  307. 

Tariff  Prol50^sals  for  1918  (Editorial).  171. 

Tariff  Revision  for  1918  (Humphrev),  117. 

Tariff  Terms  for  1918  (Editorial).  231. 

Tea.  Grandmother's  (Popham),  57. 

Teething  Powder  for  Children,  214. 

Thermostat,  Acetate,  118. 

Thread,  Solution  for  Waxing,  68. 

Thvmol,  Garden  Thvme  as  Substitute  for 
(Leeney),  197. 

Tinct.  lodi.,  and  Hydrarg.  SubcJilor.,  Re- 
action Between,  106. 

Tinoture  of  Hyoscyamns  (Egyptian).  254. 

Tincture  of  Iodine  (Portsmouth).  311. 

Tincture  of  Mvrrh :  Is  it  a  Stimulant 
Tonic?  (Ritchie),  45. 

T.N.T.  Powder  as  a  Hair  Dye,  147. 

Tobacco,   .Alkaloids  of, '111. 

Tobacco,  Fire-holding  Oapacitv  of  (Cray- 
bi-11),  270. 

Tooth  Extraction.  Relief  of  Pain  after. 
122. 

Tooth  Powder,  Violet  Colour  for.  302. 
Trade  'Mahk    Applications:    {Inset,  July 

21);  (In.-^el\  Julv  28);    {Inset.  Sept.  1)'; 

112;  (Insei,  Seiit.  22);  210;  {Inset.  Nov. 

24);  (//(.«■/,  Dec.  15). 
Trade    Notes  :    (Inset.   Sept.    15) :  {Inset, 

Sept.  22);   (Inset,  Oct.  6);   {Inset.  Oct. 

13);  (/n.xfi<,  Oct.  20):  {Inset,  Oct.  27); 

{Inset,  Nov.  3) ;  {Inset,  Nov.  17) ;  {Inset, 

Nov.  24) ;  {Inset,  Dec.  1) ;  {In.iet.  Dec. 

8) ;  {Inset,  Dec.  15) ;  {Inset,  Dec  22). 
Traveller,  The  Commercial  (Rilesl.  11,  36; 

(Riles).  57. 

Treacle.  Black,  and  its  Bitter  Taste.  152; 
(Ba.xter),  167. 
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Trebondettu,  L.— Noiitral  DistiHetl  Water 

for  Micro.  Work,  154. 
'  Tri-Ioiio-ExbyJ-Pheivyl."  280. 
Trypsin,  Papain,  and  Reiinui,  Ithe  Potency 

of,  104. 

Tschiroh.  Prof. — War  Botany,  38. 

Turkus.    B.— Determination  of  Potassium 

and   Sodium   Sulphate   'by    Means  of 

Pktinio  ailoride,  145. 
Tutt.  .1.    F.  D.— Mange,  RingAVomi,  a.nd 

Lice  in  Horses.  122. 
Tyres,  Solvent  for  Spent  Motor,  140. 


u 

Umney,  J.  C— Ung.  lodoformi.  B.P.,  213. 
Uniguentum  Aquae  Rosa>,  B.P.  (Elliot),  283. 
Ungucntum  lo'doforiiii.  B.P.  (Uniney),  213. 
Uniform  for  Lady  Pharmiacists,  12. 
Urine,  Estimation  of  Sugar  and  ALbilmin 

in,  190. 
Uroerythrin  (Borricn),10C. 
Urodonal,  140. 


V 


Valour — Sparteine  more    Soluble  in  Cold 

than  in  Hot  Water.  111. 
Vanc?hing  Cloth,  266. 
Vapor  Benzol,  266. 

Varnish,  Removing,  from  Old  Paintings, 
152. 

Varni&hed  Picture  Sticking  to  Glass,  292. 


Venereal   Disease  Act   (Breese),   45,   49 ; 

(Ediit.),  191,  261. 
Vencrejal "Disease  Act  Admiimstration,  198. 
Vonnrcal  Disea.s*  Aot,  Aittitude  of  Phar- 

rnacists     Towards    the  {Borrowman, 

Clarke,  Raynor),  11,  35. 
Venereal  Disease  Act  in  Operation  (E'dit.), 

86. 

Venereal  Diseasa  Act,  1917 ;  Order  under 

Section  1,  37. 
Venereal   Di.seafio   Act :    Sale  of  Oopadba 

(Owen),  265. 
Venereal  Disease,  Gratuitous  Treatment  of, 

92. 

Venereal  Remedies,  The  Sale  of  (Eklit.), 
243. 

Vermin  in  the  Trenches,  For.  122. 

Vermin,  Powder  for  Killing,  84. 

Veronal,  Transfer  of,  to  Part  I.  of  Poisons 

Schedule  (Edit.),'  293,  295. 
Violet  Oil,  12. 


w 

Walton.  H.  C. — Phai-macists  and  the  Army 

Mediical  Service  Staff,  67. 
War  and  Pharmacy,  The  World  (Murchie), 

237. 

Wair  Botany  ,  (Tschirch),  38. 

War    Emergency    Notes    for  Pluarniiaoists 

(Ediit.),  294,  '296,  305. 
Wasioky,  R. — New  Reagent  for  Atropine, 

Hyoscyamdne  and  Scopok-mnie,  88. 
Water-Olass  Paints,  Hai-dening  of,  269. 
Waterproofing  Coats,  230. 


Wiaterproofing  Fishing  Line,  178. 
Watkins,  H.— -Chemical  Porcelain,  89. 
Watt,  H.  E,— Mokiing  Point  of  AUantoin, 
283. 

Webb,  Capt.  C,  H.  S.— Brilliant  Green  as 

an  Antiseptic,  53. 
Weeks,   W    F.— Bi.smuth,    Iodoform,  and 

Paraffin  Paste,  151. 
White,  E.— "  My  Fifth  Year,"  185. 
Wholesaler  and  Retailer  (Edit.),  25. 
Williams,    G.    E. — Iniadequate   Profits  on 

Proprietaries,  241. 
Williiamson,  H.  S. — Ontology,  67. 
Wills-   16,   34;   (lyiset,    July    28);  {Inset, 

Sept.  1),  116,  165;  Inset,  Oct.  13i,  263, 

311. 

Wilson,  A. — ^Stato  Rec-ognition  of  Pharma- 
cifits,  117. 

Wilson.  J.  B. — luiadequate  Profits  on  Pro- 
prietaries, 229. 

Wolf?,  H.—Plliarmaceutical  Politics,  248. 

Wolfif,  J. — Biochemical  Reaction  to  Dif- 
ferentiate Pyrocateohol,  Ilydroquinone, 
and  Resorcinol,  145. 

Women  in  Pharmacy  (Borrowman),  291 ; 
(Greaves),  312. 

Wood,  F,  v.— The  Title  of  Chemist,  189. 

Woolley,  S.W.  --Enemy  Patents  and  Trade 
Marks,  195. 

Worms  in  Furniture,  46. 


Y 


Yahout.  168. 

'  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy,'  278. 
Yuletide  and  the  New  Year  (Edit.),  29* 
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CONTRACTIONS  OF  TITLES. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contractions  and  the  ccyrresponding  full  titles  of  Journals  from  which  abstracts  are  most  frequently 
prepared  for  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal."    The  titles  prefixed  by  an  asterisk  {')  are  those  of  official  Journals. 


^wer.  I''  W!7<7.  =  American  Druggist.    New  York.  Semi-Monthly. 

Amer.  Jpurn.  P/iaroi.  =  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy.  Phila- 
delphia. Monthly. 

^HMaJen  =  Justus  Liebig's  AnnalenderChemie.  Leipzig.  Monthly. 

Annales  de  Chim.  A nahj t.  =  Anna,\G5  de  Chimie  Analytique.  Paris. 
Monthly. 

•Apot  Zci<.  =  Apotheker-Zeitung.  Organ  of  the  Deutsche  Apothe- 
ker-Verein.    Berlin.    Twice  a  week. 

*Apot.  Zeit.  fle2'.  =  Repertorium  der  Pharmazie.  Supplement  to 
the  Apotheker-Zeitung. 

•^rc7ww=Archiv  der  Pharmazie.    Berlin  :  J.  Greiss.  Monthly. 

•£eWc;iie  =  Berichte  der  deutschen  chemischen  Gesellschaft.  Ber- 
lin.   Once  or  twice  a  month. 

Berichte  Pharm.  =  Betichte  der  deutschen  pharmazeutischen  Gesell- 
schaft.   Berlin.  Monthly. 

*Bri<.  Med.  Jowrji.  =  British  Medical  Journal.    London.  Weekly. 

Btdl.  Com.  =  Bulletin  Commercial.  Supplement  to  L'union  Phar- 
maceutique.  Paris  :  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France.  Monthly. 

BtiU.  gin.  de  T/ierapetti.  =  Bulletin  g6n6ral  de  Therapeutique. 
Paris.  Weekly. 

*Can.  Pharm.  Journ.  =Ganadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  Toronto. 
Monthly. 

Cape  Agricul.  JoMrji.  =  Agricultural  Journal,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Cape  Town.  Monthly. 
Chem.Zentral-Blatt  =  Chemi3chesZeiatial-B\a.tt.  Berlin.  Weekly. 
C/iew.  J^ews.  =  Chemical  News.    London  Weekly. 
C/im.  .Zei<.  =  Chemiker  Zeitung.    Cothen.    Twice  a  week. 
Chem.  Zeit.  Bep.  =  Chemisches  Repertorium.    Supplement  to  the 

Chemiker  Zeitung. 

*Comp:  rend.  =  Oomptes  rendus  des  seances  de  I'Academie  des 
Sciences.    Paris :  Gauthier-Villars.  Weekly. 

Deuts.  Am.  Apot.  .Zeii.  =  Deutsch  Americanische  Apotheker  Zeitung. 
New  York. 

Gard.  C^row.  =  Gardener's  Chronicle.    London.  Weekly 


Journ.  Amer.  Cliem.  Soc.  =  Journal  of  the  American  Chemical 
Society.    Easton,  Pa.  Monthly. 

*  Journ.  C/iew.  lMd.=  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Monthly. 

Journ.  de  Pharm.  d'4wyers  =  Journal  de  Pharmacie,  Organe  de 
la  Soci^te  de  Pharmacie  d'Anvers.    Antwerp.  Monthly. 

*  Journ.  Pliarm.  Cfeim.  =  Journal   de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie, 

Paris  :  G.  Masson.    Twice  a  month. 

Journ.  Zahnheil.  =  3 onma,].  fiir  Zahnheilkunde.  Berlin. 
Med.  Press  =  Medical  Press  and  Circulai'.    London:  A.  A.  Tindall. 
eekly. 

Mod.  Med.  =  Modern  Medicine  and  Bacteriological  Review  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  U.S.A.  Monthly. 

Milnch.  med.   Tfbc/i.  =  Miinchener  medicinische  Wochensohrift. 

Munich.  Weekly. 
Nat.  DrMg'5f.=  National  Druggist,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Monthly. 
Nouv.  Bern.  =  Les  nouveaux  RemMes.    Paris.    Twice  a  month. 

Oesterr.    Zeits.  fiir  P/iarm.  =  Zeitschrif t  des  allgem.  oesterreich. 
Apotheker- Vereines.   Vienna.  Weekly. 

Pharm,  .Z^eniraJ/j.  =  Pharmazeutische     Zentralhalle.  Dresden, 
Weekly. 

Pfearm.  Posf  =  Pharmazeutische  Post.   Vienna.  Weekly. 

P/iarm.  TVoc/j.  =  Pharmazeutische  Wochensohrift.  Berlin.  Weekly. 

Pharm.  .Zeif.  =  Pharmazeutische  Zeitung.    Berlin:  J.  Springer. 
Twice  a  week. 

*Proc.  Chem.  Soc.  =  Proceedings  of  the  Chemical  Society.  London. 

About  twice  a  month, 
Z?('perfoij-e  =  Repertoire  de  Pharmacie,  Archives    de  Pharmacie 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Military  Service— B3  and  C3  Men. 

Aocovdiiig  to  an  instruction  which  was  issued  to  chairmen  of 
Tribunals  throughout  the  country  on  June  28,  they  were  directed 
to  exempt  all  men  classified  as"B3  and  C3  who  are  not  clerks 
or  engaged  in  trade,  and  allow  them  to  return  to  civil  life.  But, 
according  to  a  subsequent  oflBcial  explanation,  there  has  been 
misi.pprehension  about  the  meaning  oif  the  above  instruction, 
and  Tribunals  are  now  informed  that  they  should  deal  with 
men  in  these  categories  in  the  ordinary  course,  on  their  merits. 
In  cases  in  which  exemption  is  not  justified,  and  tlierefore 
refused,  the  men  will  be  available  for  the  Army  if  they  should 
be  required,  or  may  be  used  as  substitutes. 

Annual  Meeting;  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  fifty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Conference  will  bf 
held  in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  Wednes- 
day. July  11,  at  11.30  a.m.  The  buisiness  of  the  meeting  will  be 
confined  chiefly  to  the  Presidential  Address,  by  C.  A.  Hill, 
Esq.,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.  The  Executive  invit*  contributions  from 
members  for  either  the  Science  or  the  Practice  Section.  All 
.such  contributions  will  be  taken  as  reatl,  but  will  be  published 
in  full  in  the  '  Year-Book.' 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engagetl  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  who  are  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
commiinicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square.  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
Ke<?p  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  clafts. 

Medical  Re-examination  of  Men  Holding  Certificates  of 
Exemption. 

Mr.  D.  Maclean,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  the  House  of  Conmions 
Appeals  Tribunal,  on  .July  2,  commenting  on  the  ease  of  a 
rnan  holding  an  exemption  certificate  from  that  Tribunal,  who 
had  nevertheless  received  a  notice  to  submit  himself  to  medical 
re  examination,  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  well  in  cases  where 
men  holding  such  certificates  receive  these  notices  that  they 
should  go  at  once  to  the  oflSoe  of  the  Tribunal  by  which  exemp- 
tion lias  Ticen  granted  to  them,  and  report  the  fact,  so  fvhat  the 
error  might  be  rectified  without  further  inconvenience  to  them. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES 


PANEL  PRACTITIONERS  AND  THE  PHARMACY 
SERVICE. 

"  The  Interim  Report  on  the  Future  of  the  Insurance  Acts," 
by  the  Insurance  Acts  Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  {British  Medical  Journal,  June  23,  30),  makes 
several  instructive  and  significant  references  to  the  Phar- 
macy Service,  and  some  of  the  replies  already  received  to  the 
questions  hearing  on  this  subject  appended  to  the  report  have 
also  a  diagnostic  value.  In  the  section  headed  "  Separation  of 
Prescriibing  and  Dispensing,"  while  it  is  half-heartedly  con- 
ceded that  under  ordinary  oircumstances  such  separation  is 
prohahly  to  the  general  advantage,  it  is  suggested  that  "  In 
any  area  .  .  .  urban  or  rural,  in  which  the  supply  of 
pharmacies  is  insufficient  or  unsatisfactory,  practitioners 
might  be  allowed,  at  least  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  dispense 
for  their  own  patients,  at  least  if  they  wish  to  do  so."  It  is 
proposed  that  the  question  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  ser- 
vice should  be  determined  by  the  Insurance  Committee,  after 
consultation  with  the  Panel  and  Phannaceutical  Committees. 
As  hitherto,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  there  has  been  no 
evidence  of  any  inadequacy  or  inefficiency  of  the  Pharmacy 
Service,  either  in  town  or  country,  this  suggestion  seems  to 
be  quite  uncalled  for.  If  there  is  any  anomaly  or  grievance 
on  this  side,  it  may  readily  and  reasonably  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  under  the  arbitrary  and  inequitable  One  Mile  Limit 
Regulation  for  England  and  Wales,  which  leaves  the  insured 
person  no  option,  paftiel  practitioners  in  many  rural  or  quasi- 
rural  areas  have  annexed  on  the  aggregate  for  the  whole 
country  tens  of  thousands  of  insured  persons,  who  ought  to  be 
served  by  panel  chemists.  As  regards  the  suggested  precau- 
tions to  be  adopted  to  obviate  parsimony  or  extravagance  in 
prescribing,  in  the  event  of  dispensing  being  separated  from 
prescribing,  these  seem  to  be  appropriate,  and  would  probably 
prove  effective.  But  it  is  surely  unnecessary  to.  impose  any 
further  safeguard  against  careless  or  wilfully  inaccurate  dis- 
pensing, or  the  supply  of  drugs  of  inferior  quality,  since  the 
article  in  the  current  chemists'  agreements  already  fully  covers 
all  these  contingencies.  As  regards  the  demand  for  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  list  of  scheduled  appliances,  it  is  affirmed  that 
under  present  conditions  it"  is  probably  undesirable  to  add  to 
the  list,  with  the  reservation  that  in  connection  with  the 
e.stablishment  of  a  nursing  service,  or  even  under  present  con- 
ditions, it  might  be  possible  to  provide  at  a  central  depot  what 
may  be  called  "nursing  appliances,"  which  might  be  lent  out 
on  payment  of  a  deposit,  to  be  refunded  if  the  article  were 
returned  in  good  condition.  In  the  first  place,  we  very  much 
question  the  need  for  such  a  service,  and  apart  from  the 
medical  and  surgical  reasons,  which  would  inevitably  restrict 
the  number  and  range  of  appliances,  for  loan,  the  practical 
difficulties  of  the  scheme  would  almost  certainly  render  it  un- 
workable. In  view  of  the  improvement  in  habits  of  prescrib- 
ing, and  the  operation  qf  many  checks  on  extravagant 
prescribing  and  error.*  in  pricing  prescriptions,  the  rejwrt  in- 
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vites  the  pi'ofession  to  consider  once  more  the  question  of 
making  the  cost  of  drugs  and  authorised  a^ppliances  a  first 
charge  on  the  Medical  Benefit  Fund  (the  practitioners  taking 
the  whole  of  the  residue),  provided  that  the  Panel  Committee 
■were  the  adjudicating  authority  with  regard  to  extravagance, 
an  appeal  being  allowed  to  the  Commissioners  only.  This 
proposal  is  open  to  the  objection  that  it  cuts  out  the  control  of 
the  Insurance  Committee,  which  in  other  respects  is  already 
disadvantageously  impaired.  Otherwise,  except  that  by  the 
terms  of  one  of  the  questions  the  proposal  is  qualified  by  the 
alternative  condition  that  in  the  event  of  objection  to  it  in  its 
present  form  it  might  prove  acceptable  if  the  capitation  fee 
for  practitioners  and  drugs  were  increased  to  12s. ,  it  seems 
reasonable  enough.  Thus,  by  a  "  circumbendibus,"  we  revert 
to  the  principle  which  pharmacists  insisted  upon  from  the 
beginning,  and  to  the  original  demand  for  rate  of  remunera- 
tion by  a  large  section  of  the  medical  profession  during  the 
critical  period  of  the  negotiations  with  Mr.  Lloyd  George  pre- 
vious to  the  great  surrender.  Turning  to  the  answers  by 
Branches  and  other  sections  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
to  questions  set  in  connection  with  the  Eeport,  we  get  some 
illuminating  data  as  to  the  state  of  opinion  among  insured 
persons  and  panel  practitioners.  Thus,  in  eighty-eight  areas 
there  is  general  satisfaction  with  the  present  system,  dftsatis- 
faction  in  twenty-three,  and  indifference  in  sixteen.  The 
reason  for  dissatisfaction,  third  in  the  order  of  frequency,  is 
dissatisfaction  with  tJie  arrangements  for  the  drug  supply. 
One  would  prefer  to  hear  direct  from  the  insured  persons 
themselves  on  this  issue.  As  it  is,  we  have  our  doubts  as  to 
the  genuineness  of  the  grievance,  which  is  perhaps  no  better 
founded  than  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  doctors  alleged  to 
exist  in  other  aieas.  Eighty-nine  areas  approve  of  the  present 
method  of  supplying  drugs,  ten  areas  suggest  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  individual  doctor  to  decide  whether  he  will  dispense 
or  not,  (five  areas  think  the  doctor  should  do  his  own  dis- 
pensing, three  areas  are  in  favour  of  central  dispensaries. 
Most  of  the  areas  from  which  returns  have  so  far 
been  received  pronounce  the  present  list  of  apphances 
to  ^be  sufficient,  but  seventeen  areas  recommend  the 
addition  of  trusses,  seven  suggest  pessaries,  and  other 
articles  are  mentioned  with  less  frequency.  Fmally, 
seventy-four  areas  are  in  favour  of  definite  separation 
of  dispensing  from  prescribing  wherever  pos.^ihle,  nine  areas 
want  no  separation,  and  two  areas  are  divided  in  opinion.  If 
■we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the 
younger  men  in  the  medical  profession  are  absent  on  active 
service,  and  that  the  seniors  taking  part  in  the  plebiscite  are 
certain  to  lean  to  the  conservative  or  even  reactionary  side, 
the  testimony  even  of  these  incomplete  returns  warrants  the  in- 
ference that  among  panel  practitioners  as  a  class  there  has  been 
since  the  introduction  of  Medical  Benefit  a  steady  growth  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  separation  of  dispensing  from  prescrib- 
ing for  insured  persons.  There  are  still,  however,  economic  and 
other  causes  which  retard  the  extension  of  this  development  to 
non-panel  practice.  But  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  precedent  and 
pressure  of  Medical  Benefit  experience  is  boupd  at  long  last  to 
assimilate  non-panel  to  whatever  is  progressive  or  of  good 
report  in  panel  usages  and  standards. 


THE    AMENDED    REGULATION    FOR    THE  PRE- 
SCRIBING AND   DISPENSING  OF  COCAINE. 

The  additions  to,  and  amendments  of,  paragraphs  (6),  (c), 
and  {d)  of  Sub-section  (1)  of  Regulation  40  B,  relating  to  the 
above  subject  (vide  P.J.,  August  5,  1916,  p.  140),  the  full 
text  of  which  \vill  be  found  in  the  adjoining  column,  are  all 
in  the  welcome  direction  of  simplifying  procedure  without 


impairing  in  any  respect  the  force  of  the  restrictions  at  present 
applicable  to  the  supply  of  cocaine  to  the  public.  Insurance 
prescriptions  ought  never  to  have  been  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions necessarily  applioaJble  to  non-Insurance  prescriptions, 
which  are  liable  to  fabrication  and  other  abuses.  The  former, 
as  a.  rule,  are  sufficiently  authenticated  and  attested  if  written 
on  the  official  duplicated  form,  with  the  usual  signature  of  the 
prescriber,  and  as,  if  the  prescription  is  dispensed,  the  forms 
are  not  retained  iby  the  patient,  the  instruction  to  endorse  the 
order  "  not  to  be  repeated  "  was  obviously  the  imposition  of  a 
work  of  supererogation.  The  amendment  will  afford  very 
acceptable  relief  to  the  panel  practitioner,  and  also,  in  a 
smaller  measure,  to  the  legally-bemused  pharmacist,  ■who,  how- 
ever, must  continue  to  keep  a  record  of  dispensing  and  other 
transactions  in  cocaine  "  in  a  book  specially  set  apart  for  this 
sole  purpose,"  and  enter  the  quantity  and  percentage  of 
cocaine  above  O'l  per  cent,  on  the  label  as  hitherto.  The  para- 
graph now  substituted  for  (d)  of  the  old  Order  requires  the 
person,  firm,  or  body  corporate  by  whom  the  prescription 
(containing  cocaine)  is  dispensed  to  retain  the  frescription, 
which  is  to  be  marked  with  the  date  on  which  it  is  dispensed, 
and  kept  on  the  premises  where  it  was  dispensed,  to  be  open 
to  inspection  by  any  person  authorised  for  the  purpose  by  a 
Secretary  of  State.  This  provision  wQl  greatly  ease  the 
situation  for  the  pharmacist,  and  remove  many  occasions  of 
doubt  or  dispute.  It  would  be  well  if  all  prescriptions  con- 
taining scheduled  poisons  or  dangerous  drugs  were  treated  in 
a  similar  manner,  or  even  if,  as  in  some  parts  of  America  and 
the  Colonies,  either  by  custom  or  law,  all  prescriptions  were 
retained  by  the  dispenser.  Perhaps  in  the  meantime  this  is 
a  counsel  of  perfection,  but  it  is  one  of  the  incidental  gains  of 
the  war  that  it  has  forced  on  us  some  temporary  reforms 
which  may,  in  the  end,  serve  as  experimental  starting-points 
for  the  advent  of  new  and  more  rational  methods  and  insti- 
tutions. 


EXTRACT  FROM  '  LONDON  GAZETTE." 

Friday,  June  29,  1917. 


ORDER    IN  COUNCIL. 

•  June  28,  1917. 


Amendment  of  Regulation  40B  as  to  the  Prescribing  and 
Dispensing  of  Cocaine. 

12.  In  regulation  40b,  at  the  end  of  paragraph  (6)  of  sub- 
section (1),  there  shall  be  inserted  the  ■words  "  and  that  in 
the  case  of  prescriptions  issued  for  National  Health  Insur- 
ance purposes  on  the  form  provided  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee the  medical  practitioner's  address  and  qualifioations 
and  the  words  '  Not  to  be  repeated  '  need  not  be  marked 
on  the  prescription." 

In  paragraph  (c)  of  the  same  sub-section  the  words  "  except 
in  pursuance  of  fresh  directions  duly  endorsed  on  the  pre- 
scription by  the  medical  practitioner  by  whom  it  was 
originally  issued,  and  signed  with  his  name  in  full,  and 
<lated,"  shall  be  deleted. 

iFor  paragraph  (d)  of  the  some  sub-section  the  follotring 
paragraph  shall  be  substituted : — 

(d)  The  prescription  shall  be  marked  with  the  date  on 
which  it  is  dispensed,  and  shall  (unless  issued  for 
National  Health  Insurance  purposes  on  the  form  pro- 
vided by  the  Insurance  Committee)  be  retained  by  the 
person,  firm,  or  body  corporate  by  whom  the  prescrip- 
tion is  dispensed,  and  shall  be  kept  on  the  premises 
where  it  is  disp^ensed,  and  shall  be  open  to  inspection 
by  any  person  authorised  for  the  purpose  by  a  Secretary 
of  State.  Almekic  FitzRot. 

For  the  t<>xt  of  paragraphs  {h).  (c),  (d)  of  the  original  Order 
of  July  28,  1916,  see  the  Journal  of  August  5,  1916,  p.  140. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


A MEETING  of  ifcte  Counoil  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  iheld  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  July  4,  Mr. 
Edmund  White,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C,  in  the  chair. 
Present: — Messrs.    Bilson,    Campkin,    CufF,  Currie, 
Deakin,  F.  J.  Gibson,  W.  H.  Gibson,  Gifford,  Guthrie,  Hagon, 
Hines,  Jenkin,  KeaU,  Neathercoat,  Parry,  Rowsell,  Sargeant, 
Skinner,  and  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  May  22  and  June  6  vsere  read 
and  confirmed.  ^ 

Apology  for  Absence. 

An  intimatioii  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington  of  his 
inability  to  be  present  owing  to  a  business  engagement. 

Election  of  Members. 

Twenty-two  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for  the 
-oarrent  year  were  elected  members  of  the  Society  {vide  Appen- 
-dix,  A,  p.  4). 

Election  of  Stndent-Associates. 

Five  persons  having  tendered  their  subscripitions  for  the 
current  year  were  elected  student-associates  of  the  Society  (vide 
Appendix,  B). 

Restorations  to  the  Society. 

A  large  number  of  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society  on 
•  payment  of  the  current  year's  subscription. 

Restoration  to  the  Register. 

One  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  {vide  Appendix,  C). 

Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  Secbetaey  reported  that  twelve  persons  had  been  regis- 
tered as  apprentices  or  students  since  the  previous  Council  meet- 
ing {vide  Appendix,  D). 

Correspondence. 

The  following  commimioations  were  received,  and  referred 
where  necessary  to  the  appropriate  Committees:  — 

1.  F rom  the  Chemical  Section  and  the  Pharmaceutic  Com- 
mission of  the  Petrograd  Committee  of  Technical  Help  for  In- 
dustry, m'viting  information  respecting  chemical  and  pharma- 

•<»^ical  questions  which  have  arisen  during  the  war. 

This  inquiry  was  received  before  the  Revolution  in  Russia, 
and  in  the  absence  of  definite  information  it  was  decided  not 
to  take  action  in  the  meantime. 

2.  From  the  Society's  North  British  Branch,  forwarding 
report  of  the  meet.ng  of  the  Executive  held  on  June  20,  and  the 
result  of  the  election  of  the  Executive  for  the  ensuin<T  year 

This  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Resident  Secre- 
tory, m  accordance  with  the  recommendation  to  the  Council 
that  something  should  be  done  to  rectify  the  anomalous  treat- 
°*  pharmacists  in  the  Army  {vide  infra). 

3.  From  the  Board  of  Scientific  Societies,  inviting  a  contribu- 
tion trom  the  Society  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Board. 

It  was  agreed  to  contribute  ten  guineas. 

4.  From  the  Peterborough  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, conveying  a  copy  of  a  resolution  complaining  of  the 
apparent  inertia  of  the  Council  in  not  taking  steps  to  improve 
the  status  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army. 

5.  From  the  Boards  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales  and 
tor  Scotland,  approving  of  the  proposals  of  the  University  of 
XondoTi  for  Leaving  Certificates. 

6.  (a)  Correspondence  between  Mr.  Goode  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  respecting  the  maximum  retail  price  of  sulphate 
of  copper,  which  Mr.  Goode  had  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Secretary;  (6)  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  hhe  Board  of 
Agriculture,  su^^esting  that  the  retail  price  should  be  increased 
tor  1  lb.  quantities  under  14  lbs.,  and  a  reply  from  the  Board 
€xpre9sing  inability  to  make  any  concession.    Vide  infra. 

Pharmacists  in  the  Army. 
Mr.  Campkin,  referring  to  the  resolution  from  Peterborough, 
explained  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  East  Anglia  Federation 
be  stated  that  so  far  the  Council  had  done  everything  ]n  its 
-power  to  secure  recognition  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army. 


Mr.  Hines  expressed  regret  that  hie  suggestions  had  been 
abruptly  turned  down.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  as  a  new 
member  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the  Society  in  this  matter  into 
new  channels. 

The  President  pointed  out  that  this  was  not  a  new  eu/bject 
for  the  Society.  If  Mr.  Hines  thought  he  could  get  a  move  on. 
with  the  War  Office  he  would  be  glad  to  have  his  assistance  on 
the  next  deputation  to  Sir  Aifred  Keogh. 

Mr.  Hines  claimed  initiative  for  his  suggestion  of  a  Speoi*! 
Commission  of  Inquiry  and  OJcplioit  instructions  as  to  an  Army 
course. 

The  Pbesident:  These  are  not  new  to  us. 

Mr.  Young  cited  the  case  of  a  pharmacist  in  the  R.A.M.C. 
who  desired  a  transfer  in  order  to  have  a  better  chance  o£ 
getting  a  commission.  But  he  was  told  "  You  are  a  great 
deal  more  use  to  us  in  the  R.A.M.C.  than  as  a  second 
lieutenant.  We  can  get  plenty  of  that  grade  of  officers,  but 
good  R.A.M.C.  men  are  scarce." 

Mr.  Gtjtheie  was  confident  that  they  were  all  of  one  mind 
that  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  regularise  tihe  position 
of  military  pharmacists,  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Jenkin,  as  an  active  member,  holding  official  rank  in 
the  P.V.T.C,  indicated  that  that  Corps  had  been  working  on 
parallel  lines  with  the  Council,  but  he  was  afraid  that  tihe 
subject  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  the  War  Office  until  peace 
was  irestored.  The  most  hopeful  course  was  to  secure,  if  pos- 
sible, that  only  qualified  pharmacists  should  be  employed  at 
base  hospitals. 

Mr.  Deakin,  while  agreeing  that  the  Council  had  done_  every- 
thing possible  in  the  matter,  was  strongly  impressed  with  the 
need  for  continued  strenuous  effort  to  secure  reform. 

Mr.  Skinner  concurred  in  Mr.  Jenkin's  views  that  as  longi 
as  pharmacists  sought  recognition  on  the  basis  solely  of  theiir 
dispensing  qualification  they  were  on  the  vs^rong  tack.  There 
was  undoubtedly  a  special  place  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army, 
but  as  yet  pharmaciste  were  not  prepared  to  take  it.  If  they 
were  going  to  secure  recognition  for  pbarmacista  in  the 
R.AiM.C.  and  at  the  base  hospitals,  pharmacists  would  have 
to  be  equipped!  for  a  good  deal  more  than  the  practice  of 
dispensing. 

Mr.  Pabby  took  the  view  ^that  most  of  the  difficulty  as  to 
the  position  of  pharmacists  (n  the  Arrny  was  due  to  medical 
control,  which  was  hostile  to  their  claims.  It  was  an  inde- 
fensible anomaly  that  wihereas  in  almost  every  other  European 
Army  pharmacists  held  commissioned  rank,  they  were  refused 
it  here.  If  they  wanted  to  make  headway  for  the  removal  of 
the  injustice  they  should  give  more  publicity  to  the  movement. 
(See  also  Appendix,  H,  p.  6). 

The  Maximum  Retail  Price  of  Sulphate  of  Copper. 

Arising  out  of  the  correspondence  on  this  subject  there  was 
a  general  discussion,  taken  piart  in  by  the  President  land' 
Messrs.  Campkin,  Skinner,  Sargeant,  Guthrie,  and  Deakin, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  differentt  speakers  made  it  clear 
that  there  is  in  many  parts  of  the  country  a  large  demand 
from  chemists  for  sulphate  of  capper  in  pound  packets,  and 
that  in  these  small  quantiitiea  it  cannot  possibly  Ibe  sold  with- 
out loss  at  the  nominal  profit  permitted,  namely,  10s.  per  ton. 
Mr.  Camipkin,  as  a  member  having  sfpecial  iknowiledge  of  the 
subject,  was  commissioned  on  behalf  of  the  Counoil  to  make 
representations  on  the  lines  of  the  Secretary's  letter  to  Sir 
R.  Winfrey,  M.P.,  the  Parliamentary  'Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  Theasubeb,  in  moving  that  the  report  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee  {vide  Appendix,  E)  be  received 
and  adopted,  remarked  that  there  were  several  variations  to 
be  noted.  Law  costs  and  penalties  and  subscriptions  were  low, 
and  there  was  a  wiar-time  heavy  falling  off  in  Examination 
fees.  On  the  Benevolent  Fund  side  they  had  several  gratifying 
items.  In  addition,  there  was  the  Petrie  legacy,  amounting 
to  about  £400,  and  a  number  of  special  donations,  -which, 
with  one  notaJble  exception,  which  he  would  leave  to  be 
intimated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  were  aa 
follows :  — 
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Donations.  £  s.  d. 

Tho  Iron  Jelioid  Co.,    5    5  0 

Special  Contributions. 

Western   Pharaiuvciats'  Association    5    5  0 

London    Pharnnaceutioal   Committee,    amount  in 

Collecting  Box    3   2  6 

South  -  Eastern       Pharmaceutical  Association, 

amount  in  Collecting  Box    2    4  6 

Hull    Phia.nnacists'  A,ss6ciation   1    0  0 

P.  C.  G.  Stiles,  Market  Hailborough,  cohitenfe  of 

Weighing-  Machine    0  11  0 

The  report  was  passed. 

Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Spcajving  on  the  motioii  that  the  report  ajid  recommendations 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Coniniitree  {vide  Appendix,  F)  he 
received  and  adopted  and  the  grants  made,  Mr.  Bilson  grate- 
fully acknowledged  a  number  of  special  donations  in  connection 
with  the  Decennial  Collection  {ride  Appendix),  and  read  a  letter 
received  from  Mr.  R.  Breni ridge  and  the  report  submitted  byihim. 
As  they  would  see  from  t'.iDt  report,  Mr.  Bremridge.  who  had 
called  personally  on  the  i:ivty  contributors,  had  nearly  doubled 
the  sum  collected  in  1907.  It  was  really  a  magnificent  result, 
and  he  proposed  that  a  coirdial  rote  of  t^hanks  be  awarded  to 
Mr.  _  Bromridgo  for  his  disinterested  and  highly  successful 
services.  The  motion  was  secojided  by  the  Treastjher  (Mr. 
AV.  H.  Gibson)  and  pa.ssed  with  acclamation. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

The  PRiiSlDEXT,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  tlie  report  (lide 
Appendix.  G),  remarked  that  the  Council  would  b©  pleased  to 
learn  that  they  had  found  a  suitalble  candidate  for  the  Kansom 
Fellowship  in  the  person  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Baines.  They  would 
doubtless  approve  of  the  proposal  that  Miss  Williamson,  the 
^Manchester  Sdholar,  should  be  granted  a  second  year's  course 
at  the  School.  Tliey  would  obsenve  that  this  year  while  the 
ladies  had  done  remarkably  well  in  winning  the  ScJiool  prizes, 
the  male  sex,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Melhuisn.  had  come 
out  with  the  fliighest  distinction.  He  had  been  asked  to  attend 
on  their  toehalf  the  meeting  convened  on  July  4  by  the  Bn;ird 
of  Education,  to  confer  witli  the  professional  liodies  with  a  view 
to  the  framing  of  a  new  system  for  a  uniform  entrance 
examination.  With  reference  to  the  recommendation 
from  Northumberland  as  to  the  teaching  of  bacteriolct:.\ , 
they  were  watching  witlh  interest  the  progress  of  tiie 
experimental  lectureship  to.  be  followed  by  a  course  in 
technique,  which  they  had  set  up.  The  cla^s  v  as 
being  regulaa-ly  attended  by  over  100  students,  and  in  the 
event  cf  the  success  of  the  initial  undertaking  they  would  be 
prepared  to  consider  what  could  be  done  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  He  regretted  to  report  that  Mr.  Knapman,  the 
Librarian,  had  been  off  duty  owing  to  a  rather  severe  illness; 
but.  accordino-  to  tho  latest  news,  he  w^is  now  much  better, 
and  he  was  sure  all  there  wished  him  a  speedy  recovery.  At 
the  Examinations  last  week  some  of  them  missed  Mr.  Knap- 
raan,  who,  as  far  as  he  knew,  was  aibseiit  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years. 

The  report  was  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  passed. 
A  consequential  resolution  was  passed,  authorising  the  awards 
for  the  School  Prizes. 

Parliamentary  and  Genera!  Purposes  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Prfsident  tho  report  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the  General  Purjiose*  Committee  was  put  paragraph 
by  paragraph  and  passed. 

The  School  Staff. 

The  following  new  appoinrnioni  and  reappointments  were 
made  for  the  ensuing  year:  — 

Professor  of  Pharmaceutics,  Henry  G.  Greenish  :  Pi-ofessor  of 
Chemistry,  Henry  L.  Smith;  Lecturer  in  Botany,  .James  Small; 
Assistant  Lecturer  and  Domonstratoi-  in  Chemistry,  Charles  E. 
Corfield :  Demonstrator  in  Cheniistrv.  Roliert  W.  Bowles. 

The  Pre.sident  observed  that  Mr.  Small  was  a  former 
distinguished  student  of  the  Sdhool.  who  had  been  hvice  wounded 
when  on  active  service,  and  was  certain  to  he  an  acquisi- 
tion to  the  School  staff,  and  Mr.  Bowles,  who  h«d  left  tho  School 
to  soi-ye  his  country,  was  now  returning  to  thorn — after  having 
been  invalided.  While  sorry  for  the  cause  of  it,  they  were 
glad  to  have  him  back  on  the  staff. 

Herbarium  Competition. 

On  tho  motion  of  tlio  President.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  wa- 
rt>quested  to  examine  and  report  on  the  specimens  sent  in  for 
this  Competition. 


Jacob  Bell  Scholarships  and  the  Manchester  Pharmaceuticat 
Association  Scholarship. 

The  report  on  this  Com]>etition  was  to  the  effect  that  six 
candidates  competed,  five  at  tlie  London  centre,  and  one  at 
Manchester.  The  candidates  who  adopted  the  mottoe» 
"  Swastika  "  and  "  Emanuel  "  having  obtained  more  theji  the 
requisite  number  of  marks,  and  having  sent  in  certificates- 
satisfy etory  to  the  Committee  (subject  to  tho  approval  of  the 
CouiKil),  the  .Scholarships  were  awarded  to  Elsie  Woodward 
and    George  Richardson  Boyes. 

Tho  Council  ac-cepted  tho  report  and  confirmed  tho  awards- 
made.  There  were  no  entries  for  the  Manchester  Scholarship. 
A  subsequent  resolution  thanking  Mr.  C.  H.  Hampshire  for 
his  services  in  conducting  the  Competition  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Deakin  expressed  regret  that  there  were  no  entries  for 
the  Marfchester  Scholarship. 

The  Itresident  suggested  that  in  view  of  the  paucity  of  can- 
didates and  the  number  nf  students  absent  on  active  service- 
who  might  become  tc^ohnicaliy  ineligible  owing  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Competitions,  tho  whole  subject  of  the  holding- 
of  the  Competitions  should  bo  re^erred  to  tho  House  Com- 
mittee. This  was  agreed  to.  The  I'omaindor  of  the  business 
was   t-alvon    in  Committee. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORTS    AND   LISTS   REFERRED   TO    IN  THE 
PROCEEDINGS    OF  COUNCIL. 


A.— Election  of  Members. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  rnember.s  of  tl 


u-  Jioc-iety  :- 


Amon,  Harry;  Croydon 
Beswick,  Harold  Ernest :  Blackburn 
Ca5sar, George  .Tulias;  Weymouth 
Cobb,  Oeo'ge  Gilbert ;  Halifax 
Culbert,  Hugh  S.;  Glasgow 
Green,  Edward  H. ;  Denmark  Hill 
Hamilton,  Reginald  ;  Durban 
Hiscox,  Walter  R. ;  Purley 
Knox,  George;  Burghead 
Lee,  James  Robert ;  New  Mills 
Matterson,  Kathleen  M.:  Hendon 


Nisbet,  William  H.  ;  Leith 
Pearson,  C.  E. ;  Muswell  Hill 
Pi^er,  Harold  R.  D.;  Princes  TowB 
Reade,  Elsie  May  ;  London 
RiUy,  Gertrude  W.;  Birmingham 
Robinson,  Arch.  E.;  Bournemouth 
(Shields,  Edgar  Holland;  Burglem 
Stow,  Norman  V.  ;  Newton  Abbot 
Stringer,  Mary  E. ;  Woodlesford 
Wassell,  William  A. ;  Southampton 
Willamson,  Annie  ;[London 


B. — Election  of  Student-Associates. 

The  following  persons  were  elec-t.ed  student-associates  of  the- 
Society:  — 

Cameron,  John  J.  O.;  Inverness        |  Holden,  Arthur  E.;  Merefield 
Gardner,  Arthur  C;  Stroud  |  Murray,  Cyril  G.;  Dudley 

Sayer,  William  ;  Leamington  Spa 

C— Restoration  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Dru^^A'sts. 

The  following  person  wa,s  restored  to  tho  Register  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists:  — 

Drummona,  William  Donaldson,  133,  High  Street,  Invergorden. 

D, — Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  following  have  been  registered:  — 


Beale,  Jean  G.;  Kingussie 
Findlater,  Jessie  M.;  Edinburgh 
Ktrridge,  Dorothy  A.;  Merton 
r;ord,  Frank :  Blackx)ool 
McCarthy,  John  G.;  Blackburn 
McCutch'eon,    H.   \V.  C.  ;  Castle 
Douglas 


Peacock,"Frederiek ;  Colchester 
Pimm,  Sidney  R.  G.;  Kmiberley 
Sainsbury,  Eiiith  W.;  Havant 
Sbackleton,  Aubrey  V. ;  HounsJow 
Vokes,  Winilred;  Birmingham 
Wells,  Ernest  O. ;  Walthamstow 


E.— Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1917. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  in  the  Chan-. 
Present: — Messrs.  Guthrie  and  Keall. 
The  Secretarv  submitted  the  following  financial  statement:  — 


Gk.nehal  Fl'ND  :  — 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting  

Receipts  since  the  last  meeting: — 

Penalties  and  Costs    £19  18 

Pdarmaceuden/ JournaZ  amd  Publications  ..  41   5  5 

Dividend  on  War  Stock   76   1  0 

Subscriptions    130   4  0 

Registration  Fees    35  14  0 

Restoration  Fees   2   2  0 

Examination  Fees   622  14  0 

Lecture  Fees    11  11  0 


*    I.  « 

866  15  1' 


■    938  13  1 


£1,795    8  8 

Payments  ordered  at  the  lait  meeting   1.704  10  t 


Balance 


±-90  18  0 
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Bmbvolent  Fund  (Current  Account) :—  £   i,  d. 

Balance  at  tba  last  Committee  Meeting   1,027  17  10 

Received  since  the  last  meeting — 

Subsoriptiona    JC2S  12  6 

Rent  of  "  The  Elms  •'  ..  ..  32  10  0 
Dividends  on  War  Stock  . .       . .      231   2  2 


 ■■                        292    4  8 

1,320    2  6 

Payments  during  the  month  ordered 

at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council                                472  10  0 

Balance   £847  12  6 

Sbnetolenx  Fdhd  (Donation  Aoooant): —  £  e.  d. 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting  ..  ..  £460  5  11 
Donations  received  since  the  last  Meeting      . .       . .        445   8  0 

£905  13  11 

Payments  during  the  month    437  10  1 

£468   3  10 

Oephan  Fund  :—  £   s.  d 

Balance  as  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting     . .      . .     £106   3  3 


The  payment  of  certain  accounts  amounting  to  £1.054^  12s.  8d. 
<wa9  authoiised. 

P.— Report  of  BeneTolent  Fund  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1917. 
Present : — Messrs.  Bilson,  F.  J.  Gibson,  W.  H.  Gibson,  .Jenkin, 
and  Keall. 
Mr.  Bilson  was  elected  Chairman. 
The  Report  of  this  Committee  included  the  recommendation 
of  grants  to  the  amount  of  £119  in  the  following  cases: — 

Former  member  and  subscriber  to  the  Fund,  seventy.  Bow, 
had  previous  grants. 

W'idow  of  associate  and  member  and  subscriber  to  the 
Fund,  eighty,  Folkestone. 
Former  member,  sixty,  Carlisle,  had  previous  grants. 
Widow  of  associate  and  member  and  subscriber  to  the 
Fund,  seventy-three,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Widow  of  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  who  had  grants 
prior  to  his  death,  sixty-seven,  Rochdale,  had  previous 
grants. 

Former  member,  seventy,.  Holywood,  Ireland. 

Widow  of  member  and  subscriber  to  the  Fund,  who  was 
elected  an  annuitant,  and  died  in  1907,  seventy,  Clapham, 
had  previous  grant-s. 

In  two  other  cases  the  Committee  made  no  recommendations. 
Mr.  Bremridge'.s  Report. 

57,  Twvford  Avemie. 

"Acton  Hill,  W.  3, 

June  30,  1917. 

De.4R  Mr.  BiLiox, — -You  will  remember  my  writing  to 
you  before  the  Council  meeting  in  May,  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  lact  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  the 
Decemiial  Festival  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  would 
ha.ve  been  held  this  year,  and  in  normal  times  we  should 
now  be  making  an  effort  amonggt  our  friends  to  secure  a 
continuance  of  the  support  they  gave  us  in  1907,  and  ajt 
previous  decennial  periods. 

I  also  suggested  that  although  it  was  impreicticable  to  hold 
a  dinner  tnis  year,  dt  would  be  most  undesirable  to  allow 
the  Fund  to  suffer  the  loss  of  the  special  donations  wliich  so 
many  firm.s  have  been  accustomed  to  contribute  at  these 
■decennial  collections  for  many  years  past,  and  I  offered  my 
servictss  to  endeavour  to  secure  their  continued  support  if 
it  were  deemed  desirable  that  ra  special  CBiiva-ss  ■ihovild  be 
made  among  the  firms  who  gave  donations  in  1907. 
^  The  Committee  was  good  enough  to  authorise  me  to  make 
that  effort,  and  I  ha-ve  now  to  report  that  I  have  commu- 
nicated, in  many  cases  personally,  with  all  the  still  existing 
thirty-eight  firm.s  whose  names  appear  in  the  Calendar  as 
having  given  donations  ten  years  ago,  but  whose  privileges 
in  respect  of  those  donation.'}  have  elapsed  by  efflux  of  time. 

Appended  is  the  list  (marked  "A")  of  donations  which  I 
have  received  from  them,  and  you  will  note  with  .satisfaction 
that  the  total  amount  almost  doubles  what  was  contributed 
by  the  same  firms  ten  years  ago. 

In  a^ldition  to  the  firms  mentioned.  I  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  the  donations  enumerated  in  List 
"B  '  herewith,  from  firms  and  individuals  wlho,  with  one 
exce)r»tion.  were  not  included  in  the  1907  list.  The  amount 
received  from  them  is  £108  3s.,  making,  with  the  ^receding 
7J8t,  a  grand  total  of  £837  18^ 


I  should  be  glad  if  you  will  mention  to  the  Committee  that 
I  have  met  with  the  kindest  reception  during  niy  caruvass, 
and  that  general  .^aitisfactiou  was  expressed  at  ttie  Council 
having  made  speci^al  arrangements  for  a  mission  on  behalf 
of  a  fund  with  which  o\n-  friends  are  evidently  in  ."uch 
hearty  sympathy. 

I  am.'yoiir^  faithfully, 

Richard  Brkmridgk. 

F.  E.  Bilson,  EiCj., 

1,  Jjansdowne  Crescent,  Bournemouth. 

LLST  a. — t'ONTRIBCriONS  TO  THE  BENEVOLENT  Fu.VD  FROM 

Firms  Who  Gave  Donations  in  1907. 


£   s.  d. 

Allen  and  Hanbui-ys,  Ltd.,  London    52  10  0 

Baiss  Bros,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  London    10  10  0 

Blyton,  Astley  and  Co..  Manchester    "i    b  0 

British  and  (Jolu)iial  J)ru(jqist,  London    5    5  0 

Burgoyne,  Burbidges  and  Co.,  East  Ham    26   5  0 

Chemist  and  Driirjgisl .    London     10  10  0 

Cooper  and  Co.,  South  Kensington    10  10  0 

Cooper,  W.,  and  Nephews.  Berkhamsted    105    0  0 

Davenport,  J.  T..  Ltd.,  London    21    0  0 

Dinneford  and  Co.,  London    10  10  0 

Duncan,  Flockhart  and  Co.,  Edinburgh    52  10  0 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Liverpool  ....  26    5  0 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  London    26    5  0 

Hewlett,  C.  J.,  and  'Son,  London    5    5  0 

Howards  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Ilford     10  10  0 

Idris  and  Co.,  London    5    5  0 

Ingram  and  Royle,  Ltd.,  London    5    5  0 

Johnson,  J.  H.  and  S. ,  Liverpool    5    5  0 

Macfarlan  and  Co..  Edinburgh    21    0  0 

Mather,  W.,  Ltd.,  Manchester    10  iO  0 

Maw,  Son  and  Son.s,  London    105    0  0 

May,  Roberts  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  London    15  15  0 

Newbery  and  Sons,  London   /   5    5  0 

Parke,  Davis  and  Co.,  London    5    5  0 

Reynolds  and  Branson,  Leeds    ^6    5  0 

Sangers,  London    15  15  0 

Savory  and  Moore,  London    15  15  0 

Smith,  T.  land  H..  Ltd.,  Edinburgh    10  10  0 

Southall  Bros,  and  Barclay,  Birmingham    'rlh    5  0 

Thompsons.  Quarrell  and  Jones,  London    10  iO  0 

WhifiFen,  Thomas,  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  London    10  10  0 

Willows,  Francis,  and  Butler.  London    p    5  0 

Woolley,  Sons  and  Co..  Ltd..  Manchester    26    5  0 

Wright,  Layman  and  lUmney,  Ltd,,  London  .     .  26    5  0 

€729  :5  0 

List  B. — CoxTRiBUTinxs  ro  the  Benevolent  Fund,  1917. 

i.    s.  d. 

Bell  (John),  Hills  and  Lucas,  Ltd.,  London    ....  10  10  0 

British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd..  London    52  10  0 

Cooper,  A.  J.  Bulleii,  South  Kensington    5    5  0 

Cooper,  H.  Creemer,  .Soutlh  Kensington    3    ?  0 

Howie.   W.   L.,   London    10  10  0 

"  Martindale,  William,"  London    10  10  0 

Sumner,  R.,  and  Co..  Ltd.,  Liverpool    10  10  0 

Worwick,  F.  W..  London    o    5  0 


£108    3  0 

G.— Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1917. 
Prasent : — ^Messrs.  Currie,  Hagon.  Parry,  Skinner,  White,  and 
Young. 

1.  Mr.  White  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

2.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

3.  School. — The  Dean  report^ed  on  the  School  and  on  the 
students  who  had  submitted  themselves  for  the  recent  Qualify- 
ing and  Major  Examinations. 

The  Committee  authorised  the  issue  of  500  copies  of  the 
•Schocyl  prospectus,  and  left  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
the  question  of  condensing  the  information  contained  in  the 
old  prospectus. 

At  the  request  of  the  School  Staff,  the  Committee  authorised 
the  Demonstrators  to  work  in  the  Laiboratory  during  the  vaca- 
tion so  long  as  ihe  Professors  were  present. 

An  application  from  a  former  student,  who  is  now  serving 
in  the  Army,  asking  for  the  retum  of  a  portion  of  his  fees, 
was  considered,  and  the  Committee  resolved  that  he  should 
he  informed  that  the  decision  arrived  at  a  year  ago,  that  he 
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should ^be  permitted  to  Tesumo  his  interrupted  studies  after  the 
war   should  bo  adhered  to. 

Ihe  Committeo  recommends  that  the  application  of  Mr.  E. 
Z^o^ilT^  for  the  , Ransom  Research  Fellowship  should  be 
a^^ed,  and  that  he  be  appointed  the  first  Ransom  Research 

fK^^M  reoommends  that  Miss  Annie  Williamson, 

the  Manchester  .Scholar  of  last  session,  be  permitted  to  take 
Pbarmrc^"*^^     ^"""^        *^  session  of  *he  School  of 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Professor  of  Che- 
niistry  be  authorised  to  procure  for  the  Schodl  three  sets  of 

KLeTtaf/aaL*'"  ^"^^^  ^h*' 

aw%*'ortr^l?LS*,S^rool*^ri?r^'"'^  '•'^''"'"'"^"^^  '"^^ 
BOTANY. 

Bronze  Medal   Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch. 

OerHficate  of  Honour  j  Bakbadale  Whiddon  Melhuish. 

I  Constance  Effie  Pbabson. 

CHEMISTRY. 

Bron.e  Medal    Bahratal.  Whimon  Melhuish. 

Otrtifiemte  of  Honour  (Annie  Williamson  i 
 I  Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch  ) 

PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

Brome  Medal    Barbadale  Whiddon  Melhuish. 

Ctriifieate  ^ Honour  ....     ' Annie  Williamson. 

 1  Vkrx  Newcojibe. 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

Bronze  Med<il    Barbadale  Whiddon  Melhuish 

Otrtificate  of  Honour      .      |  Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch 
 I  Constance  Effie  Pearson 

PHARMACY. 

Martindale  Memorial  Medal  f  „  ~, 

in  Silver  \  Babeadale  Whiddon  Melhuish 

Certificates  of  Honour    .  Edgar  Holland  Shields 

■  ■  ■  ■  (  Constance  Effie  Pearson 

C.  J.  HEWLETT  MEMORIAL  EXHIBITION. 
Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch. 

nf^;hT^^^T^'^^'^'^  °°  proposed  revised  Regulations 
rectni^T'lr  ^^f^^^^^  f  ^^^^rd  to  educational  institutions 
tW^fl,  Government    grants.    The   Committee  agreed 

Soc  et^^'"<lL^  tlif  proposed  revision  to  which  t^e 

t  ^  reasonably   take  e.vception 

^J^  .^^f  reported  that,  a  communication  had  been 

iUh^^.  ^7""  ^^^-^  Education  in  regard  to  t^e  est^b 
Bn«?r.  i  %  ^^''^l^^ary  School  E.xaminatiols  Council  o7  the 
Board  and  of  an  Advisory  Council,  consisting  of  professional 
^les,  of  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Ihould  fom?  one 

-  SVe'soard'^  ^H'^''^^^-  ^  "'^-t''^^  ?^  professTonal^od^ 
at  the  Board  of  Education  on  Tuesday,  July  24,  for  the  nuT 
K.n^1°^  conferring  with  the  Board  on  the  q^uestion  of  edCca 
tional  problems,  more  particularly  in  regard  to  examinations 
for  entrance  into  professional  bodies.  The  CoStT^  re 
quested  the  President  to  attend  the  meeting,  and  Commends 
T^T        ^^PPointed  the  Society's  representative 

b.  ibe  Committee  considered  a  remit  from  the  Council  con- 
Teying  a  resolution  of  the  Northumberland  PhamaSut^cal 
Committee  urging  the  establishment  of  lectures  iTS-io 
in^LndoS'  taking  place 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Northumberland  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  be  informed  that  the  S<Sety  wiH  do 
Its  best  to  promote  the  teaching  of  bacteriology  in  the  ight 
of  the  experience  gained  after  the  conclusion  of  the  expfri- 
inent  now  being  made  in  London.  e^peii 

T„no^-^*^'"f'  /f!i^^^  '•^Pairs  during  May  and 

fhTVi^^Le^S.^lttee^P^^^-^'^'   ^"'^  P^^-'^'  ^ 

and  tT^'curS;?^  ^•^"^""^  f'""'"  librarian 

Report  of  the  Libeabiak. 
Attendance  in  the  Library. 

London  Library,  May  ^^0  "*ehest. Lowest.  Average 

Circulation  of  Books. 

,  Carriage 

London  Library.  Mav   "^597       13T    ^""m^^"  .^^^i^ 

Edinburgh  Library,  May  *||         if|      ^ff ;  - 

Donation  to  the  TAhrnry  in  London 

t«,V<.'  l^^""  P?""??'  '  Travel  du  Labora. 

toire  de  Matiere  med.eale  de  I'EroIe  superieure  de  pharmacie 
de  Pans,  Tome  10,  annees  1913-16  ' 


Repobt  of  the  Curatob, 

Attendance  in  the  Museum. 
Total.  Highest. 


Lowest.  AreragCr 
2  7 


May   185  15 

Donation  to  the  Museum.. 
Messrs.  Ha.le  and  Son,  London. — ^Specimen  of  East  African 
long  pepper  and  East  Indian  oval  coriander  fruit. 

H. — Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1917. 
■Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  Ohair. 
Present: — Messrs.  Bilson,  Campkin,  Cuff,  Currie,  Deakin,  F.  J. 
Gibson,    Gifford,    Guthi'ie,    Hagou,    Harrington,  Hines, 
Jenkin,    Keall,    Neathercoat,    Parry,    Rowsell,    Sargeant, ' 
Skinner,  and  Young. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee 
was  submitted  by  the  Vice-President,  who  explained  its  nature 
and  ithe  procedure  whereby  it  wa.s  proposed  to  convey  the  recom- 
mendations to  the  various  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees.  A. 
full  detailed  discussion  ensued.  Eventually  the  report  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  with  an  expression  of  grateful  recognition, 
to  the  members  of  tlie  Tariff  Sub-Committee. 

3  Mr.  Rowsell  submitted  a  report  on  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  National  Association  for  Combating  Venereal  Diseases. 

4.  Mr.  Hines  moved  for  a  special  investigation  and  report  as  to 
the  status  of  pharmacists  in  the  R.A.M.C..  the  conditions  regard- 
ing dispensing  service  in  the  Services,  and  the  desirability  of  the 
Sooiety  organising  an  Army  course. 

The  Parliarnentary  Secretary  referred  to  the  action  he  had 
taken  on  the  instruction  of  the  Council  with  a  view  to  securing 
the  reception  of  a  deputation  to  the  War  Office  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  pharmacists  employed  et  base  and  military 
hospitals.  He  was  still  pre!!sing  the  matter  on  the  Director  of 
Army  Medical  Service,  and  he  hoped  to  arrange  for  a  deputation 
from  the  Council  to  attend  and  state  their  views  franlcly  and 
fully.  He  recalled  the  fact  that  when  the  President  and  himself 
went  to  a  former  Under-Secretary  at  tjie  Wa,r  Office  on  th» 
position  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  they  were  met  with  the 
decision  that  tihe  War  Office  would  not  undertake  to  consider, 
during  the  duration  of  the  war,  any  question  of  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  phai-maceutioal  service  in  the  Army. 

After  a  general  discussion  the  martter  was  left  in  the, hands 
of  the  President  and  Mr.  Glyn  Jones  to  take  such  steps  as  were 
practicable  to  secure  from  the  Army  Medical  Department  a  date 
for  receiving  a  deputation  f/om  the  Council. 

Addendum. 
Local  Associations  Executive  Committee. 
Tuesday,  July  3,  1917. 
Present : —Messrs.  Body,  Cuff,  Deakin,  F.  J.  Gibson,  Goode, 
Gifford,  Jenkin,  Joseph,   Neatheixx>at,   Ridyard,  Rowsell, 
iSargeant,  Trick.  Waring,  and  Woolcook. 
This  meeting  being  the  first  held  einoe  the  members  repre- 
senting the  Council  were  reappointed,  the  Committee  unani- 
mously decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rowsell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Josei>h,  that  the  Vice-President  should  continue  to  occupy 
the  chair. 

The  Vice-President  then  took  the  chair. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  confirmed. 

2.  The  Checking  Bureau  report  was  received  and  adopted. 
Arising  out  of  the  report  the  Chaii-maii  pointed  out  fhat  the 
thanks  of  the  Committee  should  be  given  to  Messrs.  Sargeant, 
Joseph,  and  Gibson  for  the  euooessful  meetings  they  had  had 
with  Pharmaceutical  Committees  in  connection  with  the  Check- 
ing Bureau  scheme. 

3.  The  Finance  Sub-Committee's  report  was  received  and 
adopted. 

4.  Tlic  final  report  of  the  Tariff  Investigation  Sub-Com- 
mittee was  received.  The  Vice-President,  in  presenting  the 
report,  dealt  very  fullv  with  the  recommendations  regarding 
Tariff  revision  and  the  course  of  proosdure  suggested  for 
placing  the  details  before  the  pharmacists  in  the  country. 
Aft«r  considerable  discussion,  th«  Committee,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Sargeant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Trick,  unanimously  decided 
to  adopt  the  report. 

The  Vice-President's  draft  of  the  resumt  of  the  Tariff  Investi- 
gation Committee's  report  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  and; 
adopted 
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EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 

Juhj,  1917. 

MAJOR  EXAMINATION. 

Candidates  examined  

Candidates  failed   ;  


Candidates  passed   3 

Campbell,  Isabella  |  Chainock,  Elsie  May 

Sparling,  Ellen  Emma 

MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

Candidatesexamined    50 

Candidates  failed    20 

Candidates  passed   30 


Amon,  Harry;  Croydon 
Beswick,  Harold  Ernest;  Blackburn 
Brown,  Charlie  S. ;  Manchester 
Brownbill,  Kate  Elizabeth  ;  Leeds 
Caesar,  George  Julias  ;  Weymouth 
Clackett,  Richard  ;  Margate 
Corkill,  Doris  M.;  Ramsay,  I.M. 
Evans,  David  Ernest;  Cardiff 
Pox,  Lucy;  South  Street 
Haiiiilton,  Reginald ;  Durban 
Hughes,  Evan  N. ;  New  Brighton 
Hull,  Mildred  Claudia  ;  Clapham 
Lee,  James  Robert;  New  Mills 
Maltby,  Jessie  Hope  ;  Bath 
MattersoD,  Kathleen  Mary;  Hendon 


Melhaish,  Barradale  W.;  London 
New,  Alice  Margery  ;  Birkenhead 
Newcombe,  Vera ;  Middlesbrough 
Owen,  William  ;  Velindre 
Pearson,  Constance  E.;  Muswell  Hill 
Piper,  H.  R.  D. ;  Princes  Town 
Reade,  Elsie  May  ;  Crediton 
Riley,  Gertrude  W.  ;  Birmingham 
Senior,  Helen  Clare;  Eastbourne 
Shields,  Edgar  Holland  ;  Burslem 
Wassell,  William  A. ;  Southampton 
Williams,  Rachel  E. ;  Newcastle 
Williamson,  Annie ;  Preston 
Winch,  Hope  C.  M. :  Northallerton 
Winser,  Marjorie  May;  Tooting 


EXAMINATIONS    IN  EDINBURGH. 

Juhj,  1917. 

MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

Candidates  examined    29 

Candidates  passed   16 

Candidates  failed   13 


Allan,  William  Alex.;  Edinburgh 
Cowie,  Ellen ;  Edinburgh 
Duncan,  Mabel  M.  B.;  Portobello 
Gardner,  Agnes  M.  W.;  Larkhall 
Hancock,  Percival  Mervin ;  Glasgow 
Harbinson,  John  ;  Glasgow 
Irvine,  James  McXicol :  Glasgow 
Marr,  Arthur  William  H.;  Aberdeen 


Miller,  Frances  Hall ;  Glasgow 
Morpeth,  George  J.  P.;  Edinburgh 
Rubin,  Harry;  Edinburgh 
Sommerville,  William  ;  Prestwick 
Watson,  Edith  Sherriff ;  Portobello 
Whitehill,  Peter  Warnock  ;  Glasgow 
Whiteside,  Claude  George  J.;  Ayr 
Wilson,  AV'illiam;  Edinburgh 


MAJOR  EXAMINATION  QUESTIONS. 

July,  1917. 


BOTANY. 
(Time  allowed,  two  hours.) 
Hot  more  ihan  four  queitions  are  to  he  attempted;  answer»  should  he 
accompanied  hy  illiutrative  sketchet. 

1.  Give  some  account  of  the  structure  of  a  stoma,  distinguishing  between 
its  appearance  in  surface  view  and  in  transverse  section.  Explain  how 
and  ander  what  circumstances  the  opening  and  closing  of  a  stoma  takes 
place. 

2.  Mention  some  of  the  more  essential  characteristics  of  the  Gymno- 
sperms  and  point  out  how  they  help  to  distinguish  this  group,  on  the  one 
hand,  from  the  Angiosperms,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  Pterido- 
phyta. 

3.  Explain  how  you  would  distingnish  between  (a)  a  branch-spine  and  a 
leaf-spine,  (i)  a  seed  and  a  fruit,  (c)  a  root  and  an  undergroundstem,  and 
(rf)  a  berry  and  a  drupe.   In  each  case  mention  illustrative  examples. 

4.  Give  an  account,  with  diagrams,  of  any  one  of  the  following  natural 
orders  and  briefly  characterise  the  more  iraportant  economic  and 
medicinal  plants  belonging  to  it :— Valerianaceof,  Solanaces,  Ura- 
belliferie. 

5.  Write  a  brief  essay  on  one  of  the  loUowing  subjects:— 

(i)  Enzymes. 

(ii)  Sexnal  difTcrentiatiOD  in  the  Vegetable  Kingdom, 
liii)  Hybrids. 


CHEMISTRY. 
(Time  allowed,  three  hours.) 
Not  more  than  tlx  quettiom  are  to  be  anawered,  three  from  each  part. 
All  definite  chemical  ehangea  thould  be  reprCHeitted  by  e'/iialiong. 

Part  I, 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  "equivalent"  of  an  element?  Describe  in 
detail  methods  which  have  been  used  for  the  determination  of  the 
equivalents  of  any  two  of  the  following  elements:  —  Silver,  oxygen, 
magnesinm,  iodine. 


2.  Give  a  historical  aceount  of  the  attemijts  to  isolate  the  element 
fluorine  and  describe  the  method  which  was  eventually  successful. 
Describe  briefly  the  chief  propertie.s  of  this  element. 

3.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  "  allotropy  "  and  give  an  account  of  this 
phenomenon  as  exhibited  by  either  phosphorus  or  sulphur. 

4.  How  is  calcium  carbide  manufactured?  Describe  the  properties  and 
principal  uses  of  the  products  obtained  from  calcium  carbide  by  the  action 
of  (rt)  water,  (6)  nitrogen. 

5.  How  is  metallic  nickel  prepared?  Summarise  the  chief  chemical 
properties  and  practical  uses  of  nickel.  Discuss  the  position  of  this 
element  in  the  periodic  classiflcatiou. 

6.  Write  a  short  essay  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: — 

(a)  Organic  derivatives  of  sulphur. 

(6)  Esterification. 

(c)  Spectroscopic  analysis. 

Part  II. 

1.  Give  an  account  of  the  modes  of  preparation  and  general  propeitiei 
of  carbamide.  What  methods  are  available  for  the  determination  of  this 
compound  in  solution  ? 

2.  Distinguish  between  "polymerisation"  and  "condensation"  as 
applied  to  the  chemical  reactions  of  organic  compounds.  Illustrate  your 
answer  by  reference  to  acetaldehyde  and  acetone. 

3.  Write  the  constitutional  formulae  of  the  benzene  derivatives  having 
the  molecular  formula,  C7HgN.  Give  an  account  of  their  properties  and 
indicate  the  differences  in  chemical  behaviour  associated  with  differences 
in  structure. 

4.  A  synthetic  drug  is  described  as  ethyl  para-aminobenzoate.  Suggest 
a  series  of  reactions  by  which,  starting  from  benzene,  you  could  attempt 
to  prepare  it, 

5.  Describe  the  general  methods  which  have  been  used  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  compounds  of  the  terpene  group.  Write  formula;  for  the  following 
substances  and  indicate  briefly  their  relationship  one  with  another :  (a) 
dipentene,  (6)  menthol,  (c)  cymene. 

6.  State  what  you  know  of  the  tetrahedral  theory  of  the  carbon  atom. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 
(Time  allowed,  one  hour.) 
Two  questions  only  to  be  attempted.    Ko.  1  must  be  taken  by  every  candidate 

1.  State  fully  the  histological  features  of  Belladonna  Root.  How  may  it 
be  distinguished  from  Scopola  ihizome  and  the  roots  of  Elecampane, 
Marshmallow,  and  Scammonv?  What  influences  govern  the  percentage 
of  alkaloid  in  the  official  drug? 

2.  What  are  the  official  and  commercial  sources  of  Cantharidin? 
Describe  a  method  of  assay. 

3.  Sketch  the  microscopical  characters  of  a  transverse]  section;  of  the 
root  and  stem  of  Psychotria  Ipecacuanha. 


PHYSICS. 
(Time  allowed,  three  hours.) 
Five  questions  only  to  be  ansicereil, 

1.  Describe  the  investigations  which  have  been  made  on  the  deviation  of 
gases  from  Boyle's  Law  at  high  pressures.  Give  a  general  account  of  the 
results  obtained,  and  discuss  their  bearing  upon  the  problem  of  the  lique- 
faction of  gases.  e~~-  ^ 

2.  State  briefly  what  changes  are  produced  in  the  physical  properties  of 
a  liquid  by  dissolving  a  solid  in  it.  Describe  in  one  instance  how  the 
change  may  be  made  use  of  to  determine  the  molecular  weight  of  the 
solid. 

3.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  "  total  internal  reflection  "  and  "critical 
angle."  Describe  a  method  of  determining  refractive  indices  depending 
on  the  measurement  of  the  critical  angle. 

4.  Describe  the  principle  of  the  polarimeter.  Explain  how  this 
instrument  is  used  for  the  determination  of  the  strength  of  a  solution  of 
cane  sugar. 

5.  Define  the  unit  of  electric  current  and  describe  how  currents  may 
be  measure^  by  observing  [a)  their  chemical  effects,  (!))  their  magnetio 
effects. 

6.  Describe  the  construction  of  an  electrical  condenser  and  exijlainhow 
it  is  used.  Explain  the  terms  "dielectric"  and  "specific  inductive 
capacity  "  in  this  connection. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Cocaine  Order  Prosecutions. 

At  Leeds  Police  Court,  on  July  4-,  Drs.  Robertson  and  P.'ckles 
and  Messrs.  Johnson,  Preston,  and  Kirk,  pharmaci.sts,  Leeds, 
were  summoned  for  irregularities  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
.scribing  and  dispensing  of  cocaine  preparations.  After  a  pro- 
longed conversation  between  the  solicitors  and  the  Stipendiary, 
t  was  agreed  that  all  the  cases  be  withdrawn  witihout  convic- 
tions.— A  fuller  reix)rt  will  be  published  next  week. 


Index  to  Volume  44  of  the  Journal. 

The  index  to  the  above  volume  of  tlie  Journal,  which  Avill 
bo  ready  in  a  few  days,  will  not  be  sent  out  with  all  copies  of 
the  Journal.  Only  a  limited  issue  of  the  Index  will  be  printed, 
and  any  member  of  the  Society  or  subscriber  desiring  a  copy  can 
obtain  it  by  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  17,  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C.  1. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


CARDIFF. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  and  District 
Pharmareiil  ical  Association  was  held  on  June  25,  Mr.  H.  W. 
FuRNiVALL,  President,  m  the  ch.-iir. — The  President  and  Mr. 
Alb(?rt  Hagon  were  elected  delegates  to  the  South  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire  Federation  of  Pharmacists'  Local  Associations. 
In  the  place  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Harris,  who  has  joined  His  Majesty's 
forces,  Mr.  Geo.  Edwards  was  elected  as  Acting  Assistant- 
Secretary  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  office. 


EAST  ANGLIA  FEDERATION.— At  a  meeting  of  the  East 
Anglia  Federation  of  Pharniacistfj,  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on 
June  28,  Aid.  A.  S.  Uampkin  presided  over  a  representative 
attendance  of  delegates  from  Local  Associations  within  the  area. 
— The  Ch.4IHM.4N,  in  his  opening  remarks,  urged  upon  the  dele- 
gates the  great  necessity  at  the  present  time  of  sound  organisa- 
tion, and  appealed  to  them  to  support  the  new  Federation  with 
all  their  power.  He  instanced  the  bad  effect  of  weak  organisa- 
tion in  opposing  the  recent  Venereal  Disease  Bill,  and  pointed 
out  that  better  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons  would 
probably  have  secured  more  desirable  amendments.  He  also 
warned  delegates  of  the  coming  Health  Bill,  which  he  thought 
was  the  "  thin  end  of  the  wedge "  towards  State-controlled 
dispensaries.  Nothing  but  sound  organisation  could  successfully 
combat  such  a  scheme  and  secure  the  rights  of  pharmacists. — The 
iniputes  were  read  and  confirmed. — The  question  of  Parlia- 
mentary representation  was  discussed,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
a  Parliamentary  fund  should  be  started  by  the  Federation  to 
assist  in  meeting  election  expenses. — The  position  of  the  phar- 
macists in  the  Army  was  the  next  item  on  the  agenda,  and  Mr. 
H.\N80N  m<ived  "  That  this  meeting  of  the  East  Anglia  Phar- 
macists urges  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  take  immediate 
action  to  improve  the  status  and  rank  of  pharmacists  in  the 
British  Army  similar  to  that  adopted  by  other  European 
nations."  This  was  carried  unanimously.  It  was  then  proposed 
that  the  Secre,tary  write  other  Local  Associations  and  get  them 
to  adopt  a  similar  course  It  was  proposed  that  a  general 
meeting  of  the  East  Anglia  Federation  be  called  for  October.— 
Mr.  WiGGiN  (Ipswich)  then  invited  the  Associations  to  hold  their 
next  meeting  at  Ipswich.— This  was  agreed  to,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  for  presiding  was  carried,  and  a  suc- 
cessful meeting  terminated  at  5.30  p.m.,  and  the  delegates 
adjourned  for  tea. 


GLASGOW.— The  Trade  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Chemdsts'  Association  recommend  that  a 
minimum  increase  of  25  per  cent,  on  proscriptions  and  re- 
peats should  now  be  axlopted.  The  Committee  hope  that  this 
reoomniendation  will  be  duly  observed  hj  pharmacists,  as  they 
consider  that  the  measure  is  vitally  necessary,  and  constitutes 
in  their  opinion  the  minimum  conditions  on  which  present 
establishment  charges  and  living  expenses  can  be  adequately 
in«t. 


HULL.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  June  26  at  the  Metropole, 
West  Street,  Hull,  Mr.  L.  S.  Selle,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
— Councillor  S.  J.  GowEH  gave  an  instructive  and  interesting 
address  on  "Trade  and  Organisation,"  which  was  much  appre- 
ciated by  his  hearers. 


SWANSEA. — A  special  meeting  of  the  Swansea  and  West 
Gla  morgan  Chemists'  Association  was  hold  at  the  Hotal 
Cameron,  Swansea,  on  Juno  28.— ,Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  J. P..  of 
Cardiff ,  addressed  the  members  on  mattere  of  interest  to  the 
profession.  He  voiced  the  aspirations  of  pharmacists  generally 
on  the  question  of  National  Insurance  dispensing.  Parlia- 
mentary representation,  the  advantages  of  federation,  empha- 
sising the  necessity  for  "  unity  and  unanimity."  Mr.  Henry 
Richards  (Brynhyfryd),  Mr.  Davies  (Davies  Brothers,  Cly- 
•dach),  and  the  Secretary  were  appointed  Delegates  to  the 
South  Wales  Federation  of  Local  Associations.  It  was  de- 
cided to  invite  the  Federation  to  hold  a  meeting  al  Swansea 
at  an  early  date.  The  next  meeting  ot  the  Association  will 
be  on  September  13.  that  fixed  for  July  12  being  cancellefl. 


WEST  BROMWICH.— The  general  monthly  meeting  of  the 
West  Bromwich  Pharmaceutical  Association  took  the  form  of  a 
combined  gathering  of  West  Bromwich  and  Smethwick  pharma- 
cists on  the  bowling-green  of  Smethwick  Park,  on  June  70.  wl.en 
frien<ily  rounds  of  bowls  were  played,  w!liich  re.sulted  in  winnings 
for  the  home  side.  Tea  was  served  at  Mr.  and  Mr?.  Hampton's 
house,  by  their  kind  invitation. 


LOCAL    INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Brighton.— statistics. 

The  Brighton  Committee  met  on  June  28,  when  the  Medical 
Benefit  Sub-Conunitteo  submitted  a  statement  of  accounts  for 
the  year  1916,  showing  that  the  number  of  prescriptions  v.-as 
108,115;  that  the  gross  amount  duo  to'  tho  chemists  wu.s 
£2,980  13s.  5<i.,  le-ss  £41  18s.  2d.  expenses  of  the  Pliarmaceuti -al 
('ominittee  ;  that  the  amount  paid  during  the  year  was  £2,724  6s., 
and  the  balance  due  £214  9s.  3d. 

Edinburgh. — Chemists'  Bonus. 

At  a  meeting  of  tho  Edinburgh  Insurance  Committee  on 
June  28,  it  was  intimated  that  tho  amount  paid  to  chemists  for 
April  ajmounted  to  £394  19s.  9d.  A  report  on  tho  Central 
Checking  Bureau's  Statistical  Statement  for  1916  was  submitted, 
which  drew  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  to 
the  extravagant  prescribing  of  six  doctors  to  whom  the  Commis- 
sioners had  referred  in  a  letter  to  tho  Insurance  Committee. 
It  was  decided  that  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee s-hould  be  particularly  drawn  to  the  case  of  one  doctor 
wlio  had  issued  twenty-three  stock  order  forms  to  the  value 
of  £7  6s.  ll^d.  The  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Drug  Fund  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1915  was  £845  13s.  7d.  The  Committee 
agreed  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  consent  to  the  payment 
of  a  bonus  of  £653  13s.  7d.,  leaving  £192  to  bo  carried  forwaixl 
to  the  credit  of  the  1916  Drug  Fund. 

Glasgow.— Burgh  Insurance  Committee. 

There  has  recently  been  issued  a  printed  summary  of  the  - 
analytical  statements  furnished  by  the  Central  Checking  Buieau 
of  the  prescriptions  dispensed  for  insured  persons  in  the  area 
during  1916.  The  summary  is  the  work  of  Mr.  W.  Jones,  the 
Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from  such 
a  master  of  statistical  science,  is  a  model  of  clear  and  concise 
construction.  Tho  annual  aiverage  cost  of  prescribing  per 
person  on  panel  lists,  as  shown  by  the  Bureau,  ranges  from  a 
minimum  of  0'78d.  to  a  maximum  of  27s.  Q'88d..  but  on  a 
rational  rearrangement  the  range  is  reduced  to  a  maximum  of 
7s.  5'28d.  The  mean  cost  of  the  year  on  the  basis  of  the  state- 
ments dealt  with  works  out  at  15'97d.  per  person  on  panel  lists. 
When  the  series  of  gradations  is  combined  in  pairs,  as  is  done 
in  a  table  included  in  the  summary,  a  clear  view  of  the  scale 
of  variation  is  obtained.  Forty-two  statements  show  rates 
ranging  from  9d.  to  lid.  ;  fifty  rates  from  lid.  to  Is.  Id. ;  thirty- 
seven  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d. ;  thirty-three  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d. ; 
twenty-four  from  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  7d.  ;  and  also  twenty-four  from 
Is.  7d.  to  Is.  9d.  The  most  common  rates  lie  between  9d.  and 
Is.  Id.  It  is  pointed  out  that  this  preliminary  scrutiny  of  the 
Bureau  report  suggests  further  interesting  lines  of  inqmry,  such 
as  the  relationship  between  cost  of  prescribing  and  frequency, 
the  cost  and  frequency  in  small  lists  compared  with  others, 
features  which  fall  within  the  province  of  the  Panel  Committee 
when  they  are  considering  cases  of  alleged  extravagant 
prescribing. 

Pembrokeshire.— Chemists'  Accounts. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Pembrokeshire  Insurance  Com 
mittee  have  sanctioned  the  payment  of  the  panel  chemists' 
accounts  for  the  months  of  February,  Mjirch,  and  .April,  and 
the  balance  of  January,  February,  and  March  account? 
(£384  9s.  5d). 

Portsmouth. — Grant  from  Commissioners. 

At  a  meeting  on  June  28,  it  was  reported  that  the  Commis- 
sioners had  credited  the  Committee  with  a  sum  of  £160,  equallv 
divided  !)etween  1916  and  1917,  in  respect  of  a  grant  towards 
the  cost  of  an-angements  for  pricing  prescriptions. — The  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  (Mr.  Hollis)  said  the  Committee 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  grant,  and  would  be  quite 
agreeable  if  the  arrangement  could  be  continued  for  tJie  future. 
It  was  agreed  to  confirm  the  payments  already  made  on  account, 
and  that  the  relative  balancing  payments  be  made.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  make  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  a  payment 
of  £20  on  account  of  administration  exipenses. — On  representa- 
tion from  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  it  was  resolved  that 
where  neither  methylated  .^irit  nor  rectified  .spirit  is  .specifi- 
call}'  ordered  the  methylated  preparation  be  supplied  in  all 
cases  in  v.hich  tlip  use  of  the  methylated  preparation  is 
customary. 

Southport. — Insurance  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  Southport  Insurance  Conunittee  took  plaf  ■ 
on  .lune  26,  when  the  Finance  Committee  reported  receipt  of  , 
letter  from  the  Commissioners  intimating  that  provision  had 
been  made  by  Parliament  of  a  sum  to  enable  emergency  grant 
to  be  made  to  Insurance  Committees  towards  their  increasei 
expenses  and  loss  of  income  ari.sing  out  of  war  conditions.  Tli' 
Clerk  had  reporte<l  on  the  state  of  the  administration  accoiin! 
and  in  con.«eqiience  no  application  is  to  be  made  to  the  f^  ' u, 
missioners. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Tbtorsdat,  July  5,  1917. 
Oil  the  whole  the  price  changes  this  week  have  not  been 
of  an  important  character.  Salicylic  Acid  and  Sodium  Salicy- 
late are  again  noteworthy  features ;  when  official  requirements 
of  these  drugs  have  been  met  there  is  not  sufficient  supply 
to  meet  the  continued  large  demand,  especially  as  no  imports 
are  oomiQg  from  the  United  States.  Obviously  the  needs  of 
the  Army  must  receive  first  attention,  and  it  is  just  as  well 
to  remember  that  although  Salicylates  are  very  dear  as  com- 
pai-ed  with  pre-war  prices  ,  they  "are  cheap  as  compared  with 
the  prices  ruling  some  eighteen  months  ago.  The  Quinine 
market  is  extremely  quiet,  and  s-peculation  does  not  now  exist, 
any  inclination  to  indulge  in  it  ha^^ng  been  checked  by  the 
recent  action  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this  di'ug. 
One  occasionally  heai-s  complaints  of  Government  interference 
in  the  drug  market ;  but  what  would  these  critics  say  if  they 
were  engaged  in  the  wool  tirade  for  instance?  What  would 
they  say  if,  instead  of  a  smaU.  percentage  of  the  things  in 
which  they  deal  being  under  partial  Government  control,  the 
whole  of  their  stocks  were  controlled  ? 


.ffi/7/(er.— Salicylic  Acid.  Sodium  Salicylate,  Vanillin,  Tar- 
tarated  Antimony.  Silver  Nitrate,  Hj'pophosphites,  Atropine, 
Balsam  Peru,  Lycopodium,  Morphine  Diacetyl  Hydrochlor. 
and  Ethyl  Hydrochlor.,  Camphor  (Japanese  crude).  Cloves, 
Clove  Oil,  Permanganate  of  Potash. 

'  Firmer. — Thymol,  Cocaine,  Rhubarb,  Grun  Benzoin, 
Eucalyptus  Oil. 

Easier. — Citric  Acid,  Tartaric*  Acid,  Gallic  Acid,  ChiUies, 
Capsicrums. 

Lower. — Rubber. 

.\cetylsalicylic  Acid  ^There  are  still   offers    at    14s.  to 

14s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  higher  prices  are*  still  expected. 

Aconite  Root.— sJapanese  is  offered  at  58s. 

-Apomorphine. — Firm  at  52s.  per  oz. 

Asafetida. — Any  drop  available  would  fetch  £24. 

Atropine. — English  make  is  quoted  5s.  per  oz.  higher,  value 
of  the  sulphate  being  now  120«. 

Balsam   Copaiba  ^For   filtered   Para   3s.  3d.  per  lb.  is 

wanted ;  there  are  offers  at  much  lower  rates  for  lower 
qualities. 

Balsam  Peru. — Dearer,  18s.  per  lb.  now  being  wanted. 

Belladonna. — The  plant  is  now  being  cut,  and  the  crop  is 
fairly  gocKl ;  there  are  offers  of  English  Belladonna  herb  from 
many  new  sources. 

Benzoic  Acid. — New  EngUsh  made  is  expected  to  be  offered 
on  the  market  diortly. 

Camphor. — English  refined  is  very  firm  at  3s.  5d.  per  lb. 
for  flower.s ;  .Japanese  monopoly  has  been  advanced  by  12s. 
per  cwt. 

Cascara  Sa^rada. — Quiet  at  105s.  per  cwt. 
Cassia  Oil. — Finner  at  4«.  8d.  pet  lb. 

Chamomiles. — Business  is  reported  at  3503.  for  good 
Belgian  ;  420s.  is  wanted  for  small  French. 

Chiretta. — Sound  parcels  are  offered  at  Is.  3d. 

Citric  Acid.— Value  is  about  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — A^ain  dearer  at  7s.  9d.  lb. 

Cloves.— Again  dearer,  witli  business  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for 
Fair  Zanzibar. 

Cocaine. — Offers  are  fewer  and  holders  ask  round  about  29p. 
f)er  c/z.  for  the  hydrochloride. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — ^Firm  at  the  late  advance,  but  there  is 
rather  more  offering  on  the  spot. 

Cubebs. — Bu.=iiries.s  has  been  done  at  £18  for  sifted. 

Dill  Seed. — ^Stocks  have  been  cleared. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Firm  but  quiet ;  Russian,  2s.  per  lb. ;  Portu- 
riiesf.  2*.  2d.  ;  Spanii»h  is  not  offered. 


Eucalyptus  Oil — Finn  at  2s.  4id.  per  lb.  for  75  per  cenl. 

Ginger. — A  few  bags  of  Jamaica  finger  sold  at  the  feipicft 
Sales  at  95s.  for  good  ordinary  small  and  85s.  for  common 
dark  sjiiall. 

Guaiacum. — Business  is  reported  at  4s.  6d.  for  glassy  block 
mixed  with  tears. 

Gum  Acacia. — 80s.  is  asked  for  Kordofan  sorts. 

Gum  Benzoin. — Getting  very  scarce:  good  seconds  is  worth 
£8  15s. 

Gum  Myrrh. — ^For  dark  siftings  £6  is  the  price  asked. 

Honey. — ^Since  the  sales  business  has  been  done  in  Cuban 
at  80s.  to  85s.,  according  to  quality. 

Hypophosphites. — Firm  at  the  recent  advance,  wliich  was 
at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  lb. 

Indian  Hemp. — There  is  none  to  be  had ;  the  last  price  paid 
was  12s.  6d. 

Insect  Flowers. — 160s.  is  asked  for  Japanese  closed  flowers.  \ 

Lavender. — English  growers  report  that  the  plant  looks 
well,  and  there  should  be  a  good  cxorp. 

Lemon  Oil. — Value  of  spot  is  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Lime  Juice. — Stocks  are  large,  but  the  market  is  quiet  and 
firm. 

Lycopodium. — Dearer  at  4s.  9d.  pei-  lb.  > 
Menthol. — Quiet  at  10s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  and/oi 
Suzuki. 

Morphine. — ^The  Hydrochloride  is  unchanged  at  13s.  6d.  .per 
oz.  Diacetyl  Hydrochlor.  and  Ethyl  Hydrochlor.  are  both 
3s  per  oz.  dearer. 

Nux  Vomica. — 40s.  for  Madras. 

Olibanum. — Fine  drop  is  scarce  at  140s. 

Opium. — Persian  of  good  quality  is  "available  at  about  44s. 
per  lb. 

Peppermint. — English  growers  report  that  the  plant  is  look- 
ing far  from  good. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  is  firm  at  17s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
H.G.H.  ;  .Japanese  dementholised  is  quoted  5s.  for  Kobayashi. 
and/or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. — Anything  available  fetches  stiU 
higher  prices,  up  to  15s.  per  lb.  being  mentioned. 

Phenacetin. — Small  quantities  are  available  at  85s.  to  90s. 
per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Firm  at  57s.  6d.  to  60s.  per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein. — There  are  offers  at  92s.  6d.  to  95s.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Bromide. — Unchanged  at  6s.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — Bii.-iine.ss  i.«  very  quiet;  speculation  has  entirely 
disappeared ;  value  of  the  sulphate  (Continental  brands)  is 
about  2s.  Sg'd.  to  2s.  9d.  per  oz.  There  were  no  landings 
during  June;  the  deliveries  were  494,144  oz.,  making  the 
stock  on  June  30,  551,344  oz.,  against  1,373,840  oz.  in  1916. 

Rosemary. — ^This  plant  fared  badly  during  the  late  winter, 
and  at  least  one  English  grower  reports  that  he  wUl  have  no 
oil  to  offer. 

Rhubarb. — ^Scarce  and  in  demand  at  firm  rates. 

Rubber. — ^Lower  on  the  week.  Plantation,  standard  No.  1 
crepe.  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s. 

Saccharin. — Any  550  strengtli  available  is  worth  about  385s. 
per  lb. 

Salicylates. — ilakers  are  behind  with  deliveries  botJh  of  the 
acid  and  the  soda  salt,  and  as  these  articles  are  in  active 
demand  holders  can  oceasionally  get  good  prices,  from  7s.  to 
7s.  6d.  or  even  higher  for  the  acid  and  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  per  lb.  for  . 
the  soda  salt.  Imports  from  the  United  States  ceased  some 
time  ago,  and  as  yet  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  price 
is  high  enough  to  temipt  American  exporters. 

Silver  Nitrate. — The  price  has  advanced  in  sympathy  witfc 
the  metal. 

Strychnine. — Firm.  Pure  crystal  alkaloid,  4s.  ;  hydro- 
chloride, 3s.  lOd.  ;  nitrate,  3s.  9ci.  ;  sulphate,  3s.  9d. 

Sulphonal. — Fii-m  at  42s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tannic  Acid. — Unchanged  at  6s.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Easier  at  2s.  ll^d.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Tartarated  Antimony. — ^Dearer  at  3s.  per  lb.  for  B.P 
powder. 

Thymol. — Offers  are  few  and  the  price  is  tending  upwards 
Vanillin. — Again  dearer  at  43s.  to  46s.  per  lb. 
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PERSONAL  AND  BUSINESS. 

Lieutenant  J.  Herbert  Thomas,  R.A.M.C.,  who  is  a  pharma- 
ceutical chwiiist,  passod  the  Minor  in  1905  and  the  Major  in 
1906,  after  a  course  of  studies  at 
tiie  Sohool  of  Pharmacy,  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  On  his  return  from 
British  Guiana,  in  May,  1912, 
where  he  held  an  appointment  of 
"  Chief  Dispenser  "  at  the  Govern- 
ment Public  Hospital  at  George- 
town for  over  two  years,  he  com- 
menced to  read  for  the  London 
University  Matriculation,  which  he 
passed,  after  six  months'  study,  in 
January,  1913.  In  September, 
1915,  he  won  the  Goldsmidt  Exhi- 
biti<)n  Scholarship  (80  iguineias)  (at 
University  College  Hospital.  After 
obtaining  the  Conjoint  Board 
Diplomas,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  in 
.January  last,  he  was  appointed 
House  Surgeon  at  University . 
College  Hospital,  which  appoint- 
ment he  held  for  three  months.  In  May  he  passed  the  final 
examinations  in  Medicine  and  Surgery  (M.B.,  B.S.  Lond.), 
honours  division,  with  distinction  in  surgery.  On  June  21,  this 
brilhant  officer  left  London  for  Mesopotamia,  after  a  few  weeks' 
training  and  passing  the  necessary  tests  in  R.A.M.C.  training 
camp  at  BlackpooL 

Mr.  Rcscoe  Faulkner,  son  of  Mr.  W.  Faulkner,  pharmacist, 
iN'Otting  Hill,  has  been  posted  Second^Lieutenant  in  tlie  East 
'Lancashire  Regiment. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cussons  has  been  presented  iby  the  Dorset  Plbarma- 
cists'  Association,  of  which  he  is  Secretary,  with  a  ijiece  of 
silver  plate  on  the  occasion  of  his  silver  wedding. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Grantham,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanburys'  represen- 
tative in  Ireland  and  part  of  Scotland,  has  temporarily  relin- 
quished Ihis  position,  and  has  joined  the  Foi'ces. 

Mr.  Francis  A.  Hoclting,  B.Sc,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and 
pharmacist  to  the  London  Hospital,  has  been  awarded  a  medal 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  for  his  pa^er  entitled  "  The  War 
and  Our  Supply  of  Drugs." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  (Temp.  Colonel)  H.  J.  Axe,  A.V.C., 
Deputy  Director  of  Veterinary  Services  for  the  3rd  Army  in 
France,  has  been  awarded  the  D.S.O.  and  has  been  twice  men- 
tioned in  despatches.  He  is  the  brother  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Axe, 
M.P.S.,  of  Liverpool. 

Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Corps. — The  following  officers  of  this 
corps  were  mentioned  in  last  week's  Gazette: — "  D"  Company 
(Pharmacists),  1st  Batt.  County  of  London  V.  Regiment :  E.  A. 
Atkins  to  be  Temp.  Captain';  G.  Willsh&r,  E.  Skues.  A..  H. 
Jenkin,  and  C.  Pratt  to  be  Temp.  iSub-Lieutenants. 

Mr.  William  Cox,  who  has  been  manager  of  Messrs.  Boots' 
Glasgow  branch  for  some  years,  has  been  presented  by  the  staff 
with  a  gold  watch  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  to  undertake 
the  management  of  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Co.'s  shop  in  Saltcoats, 
of  which  he  will  become  proprietor  after  the  war.  He  is  well 
known  to  Scottish  pharmacists  a's  one  of  the  two  repi'esentatives 
of  corporate  bodies  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
(Scotland).  Mr.  Cox's  successor  in  Glasgow  is  Mr.  C.  Nicolson, 
who  joined  Boots'  staff  when  the  branch  was  opened  in 
Glasgow. 

Mr.  Herbert  Skinner,  Ph.C,  member  of  Council,  General 
Secretary  of  the  iNort'h  London  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion, and  Editor  of  the  Script,  will  receiive  the  cordial 
congratulations  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  on  his  .lection 
as  a  Life  Grovernor  of  the  Great  Northern  Central  Hospital, 
HoUoway,  [London,  'N.,  to  which,  he  is  chief  dispenser.  Mr. 
Skinner  was  nominated  for  the  office  by  the  North  London  PJiar- 
macists'  Association,  which  some  months  ago,  in  response  tu  his 
appeal,  raised  a  handsome  sum  as  a  contribution  to  the  funds 
of  the  Hospital,  and  also  in  that  way  testified  to  their  high 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Skinner's  long  record  of  service  for  the 
--vssociation  and  pharmaceutical  interest'?  at  large. 

Lieutenant  T.  M.  Ormiston,  R.A.M.C.  (T.),  M.P.S.,  who 
was  gazetted  in  June  as  from  May  23,  is  a  son  of  Mr.  R. 
•Ormiston,  pharmacist,  Alloa — with  whom  he  served  his  appren- 
ticeship. He  studied  for  the  qualifying  examination,  which  he 
passed  in  1909.  under  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan,  Edinburgh,  and. 
after  a  teiTn  as  assistant  with  Frazer  and  Green,  Glasgow, 
entered  on  the  study  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh  University  and 
•enlisted  in  1915.  While  engaged  at  .Sheffield  in  the  training 
and  instruction  of  men  for  the  front,  he  received  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  sergeant,  and,  on  the  roconiniendation  of  his  com- 


jnanding  officer,  was  transferred  to  the  Scientific  StaEE  of  tho 
R.A.M.C.  College  (London).  Lieutenant  Ormiston  is  to  bo 
cordially  congratulated  on  his  rapid  and  well-merited  prefer- 
jTieut,  which  may  well  serve  as  an  incentive  and  encouragement 
for  other  pharmacists  in  the  Army. 


BIRTHS. 

Douglas. — On  June  22,  at  Ivy  House,  Borrage,  Ripen,  the 
wife  of  James  Douglas — a  son. 

Hutchinson.— On  July  3,  at  67,  Bushwood  Road,  Kew, 
Surrey,  the  wife  of  Robert  'D.  Hutchinson — a  dauglh'teT. 

Powell.— ^On  June  27,  at  139,  City  Road,  Edgbaston,  Birming- 
ham, to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  H.  Powell — a  daughter. 

Pratt. — At  the  College  Pharmacy,  College  Parade,  Brondes- 
bury  Park,  N.W.,  on  July  3,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Pratt,  M.P.S., 
F.S.M.C— a  daughter. 


DEATHS. 


Birdwood.— On  June  28,  at  5,  Windsor  Road  Ealing,  Georgp 
Christopher  Molesworth  Birdwood,  K.C.I.E.,  C.S.I.,  M.D.,  eldest 
son  of  the  late  General  Christopher  Birdwood.  Aged  eighty- 
four.  Sir  George  Birdwood  was  a  notable  personality  with  a 
unique  fund  of  knowledge  in  various  branches  of  science,  of 
Indian  art,  and  Indian  life  generally.  A  graduate  of  Edinburgh, 
University,  he  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life  as  a  Civil  Servant  ia"- 
India,  and  was  for  some  time  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Botany  in  the  Grant  Medical  College,  Bombay,  and  Curator  of 
the  Government  Museum.  He  was  a  prolific  ajid  versatile 
writer,  and  his  name  is  familiar  enough  to  pharmacists.  In  The 
Pharmaceutical  Journal,  of  December  17,  1881,  there  is  a  charac- 
teristic article  by  him  on  ''  The  Morality  of  Opium."  Many 
other  notes  on  matters  of  pharmaceutical  interest  have  also 
appeared  in  the  Journal  at  various  times.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  he  was  recently  described  as  "  the  Garcia  da  Orta  of  British 
India  "  by  Sir  Clements  Markham,  the  translator  of  Da  Orta's 
'  Colloquies  on  the  Simples  and  Drugs  of  India,'  a  review  of 
a  de  luxe  edition  of  which  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  Novem- 
ber 8,  1913.  He  was  an  authority  on  frankincense  trees,  which, 
in  fact,  were  a  favourite  study  of  his,  and  notes  on  these  have 
also  appeared  in  our  pages.  The  honour  of  knighthood  was 
conferred  u{x>n  him  in  1881. 

Lindsay. — At  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa,  on  April  29, 
James  Itobert  Lindsay,  chemist,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  eldest 
son  of  the  late  Robert  Lindsay,  chemist,  and  'Mrs.  Lindsay,  52, 
High  Street,  Peebles, 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 


Corporal  Casey,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Casey, 
formerly  of  tiie  pharmaceutical  concern  of  Messrs.  Hamilton, 
Long  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  pharmacists,  Dublin,  has  heen  killed  in 
action. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Grierson  Combe,  late  of  the  Canadian 

Infantry — who  has  just  been  awarded  the  Victoria  Cross — served 
an  apprenticeship  as  a  chemist  with  Mr.  William  E.  Hay,  Aber- 
deen, and  ten  years  ago  went  to  Canada,  and  started  business 
on  his  ovm  account  at  Melville,  Saskatchewan.  He  camo  to 
this  coujitry  with  a  Canadian  contingent  over  two  years  ago, 
and  was  on  active  service  for  a  long  tiane.  Last  summer  he  was 
invalided  home  suffering  from  rheumatism,  but  returned  to  tho 
front  at  the  beginning  of  April  last.  On  the  day  of  his  cie^th 
he  advanced  with  his  company  to  the  attack  amid  heavy  hc:ail« 
.shelling.  Eventually  he  took  command  of  the  company,  and 
led  it  through  this  shelling  into  the  enemy  trenches.  With  great 
courage  he  forced  the  enemy  iback,  and  captured  the  Doaition. 
Later,  while  con.solidating,  he  was  killed  instantaneously  by  a 
sniper. 

Lieutenant  C.  Stanley  Harrington,  Connaught  Rangers,  third 
son  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Harrington,  director  of  Messrs.  Harrington, 
and  Sons,  pharmacists,  Cork,  was  drowned  when  returning 
home  on  sick  leave  from  Mesopotamia.  He  was  only  nineteen 
yo^rs  old.  Prwr  to  joining  tho  Army  he  specialised  in  chemiftry 
"at  the  University  College,  Cork. 

Second  Lieutenant  J.  Prebble,  R.F.A.,  killed  in  action  near 
Arras,  on  June  21,  elder  son  of  J.  G.  Prebbk,  chemist,  Chisie- 
hurst.    Aged  21. 

Practical  Chemistry  Competition. — Pressure  ■  n  our  space 
compels  us  to  hold  over  the  report  of  this  Competition  until  next 
week. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Attitude  of  Pharmacists  towards  the  Venereal 
Disease  Act. 

I  should  like  heartily  to  endorse  Mr.  Breese  in  his  letter  re 
"  The  Attitude  of  Pharmacists  towards  the  Venereal  Disease 
Act."  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any  self-respecting  body 
of  men  and  women  can  support  any  other  attitude — that  it  has 
been  demonstrated  beyond  doubt  they  can  do  so  no  one  can 
deny.  When  one  xemembers  the  various  pious  excuses  brought 
forward  on  every  occasion  on  which  a  shortening  of  hours  or 
lengthening  of  holidays  has  been  mooted— excuses  which  in 
most  instances  have  succeeded  in  riddling  any  Reform  Bill 
with  sufficient  holes  to  leave  us  practically  outside  its  jurisdiction, 
one  feels  very  doubtful  if  even  this  present  great  reform  will 
be  greeted  in  any  better  spirit.  How  many  statesmen  are 
hoodwinked,  one  wonders.  Not  many ;  -and  until  we  learn  to  be 
straightforward  we  deserve  no  better  treatment  than  we  haive 
had  m  the  past. 

Clapham,  July  2,  1917.  Agnes  T.  Bobeowman. 

the  above  letter  the  expression"  body  of  men  and  women  "  is  open 
to  misconstruction.  Pharmacists  have  never  collectively  or  officially 
conntenknced  or  encouraged  the  unrxualified  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  Editor. 

Tour  correspondent  Mr.  C.  Breese  is  a  little  wide  of  the 
nuark  in  his  letter,  and  has,  unconsciously  perhaps,  cast  a 
reflection  on  pharmacists  which  is  not  their  due.  Pharmacists' 
ju8t  grievance  with  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  is  that  it  has 
departed  from  a  principle,  previously  accepted  and  operative 
in  the  Insurance  Act — that  of  the  supply  of  medicines  through 
the  properly  regulated  channels  of  pharmacy.  No  pharmacist 
can  desire  the  perpetuation  of  diseases  for  the  sake  of  ivested 
interests,  loss  of  trade,  or  petty  gain,  such  as  your  correspondent 
suffffest?.  I  hnve  vef  to  believe  that  such  a  spirit  has  been 
«:q>ressed,  and  I  think  this  little  correction  necessary. 

Jttedwas,  June  29,  1917.  F.  Clahke. 

Please  allow  me  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  outspoken 
plea  made  in  your  last  issue  by  Mr.  C.  Breese,  of  Streatham. 
It  is  a  dreadful  thing  that  in  a  so-called  Christian  land  a  phar- 
macist, by  his  education  and  social  status,  should  give  sanction 
to  practices  which,  as  your  correspondent  rightly  says,  will  fill 
our  asylums  to  overflowing.  Personally,  as  a  member  of  the 
greatest  Church  in  Christendom,  I  should  risk  excommunication 
were  I  to  sell  any  drug  or  appliance  the  object  of  which  might 
be  to  assist  a  person  to  break  the  moral  law  with  impunity,  or 
kpowingly  to  sell  any  drug  or  apphance  intended  to  be  used  for 
criminal  abortion.  We  all  know  that  certain  drugs  and 
appliances  sold,  and  even  exposed  for  sale,  are  intended  to  be 
used  for  the  degradation  of  womanhood  and  motherhood,  and  for 
no  other  purpose,  which  should  be  reason  sufficient  for  the 
sacrifice  for  which  Mr.  Breese  appeals.  It  is  indeed  open  to 
question  if  the  confining  of  one's  pharmacy  to  respectable  and 
honourable  trade  entails  any  financial  loss  ;  my  own  opinion  is 
that  the  pharmacist  gains  a  few  shekels  by  tlie  trade,  but  has 
ill-luck  and  loses  in  other  ways;  in  anv  case,  he  loses  his  self- 
Teapect. 

Leyton,  July  2,  1917.  Edward  J.  Ratnor. 

The  Commercial  Traveller. 

I  am  sure  my  comrades  will  be  gratefid  to  you  for  your  timely 
article,  and  especially  those  who  are  fighting  for  their  King 
«&a  Country.  We  who  are  keeping  the  home  fires  burnin-g 
can  afford  to  pass  over  this  slur  on  our  usefulness.  We  are 
all  working  at  fever  heat,  and  no  doubt  some  misconstr:i(;cion 
does  arise— patriotism  is  not  swank — and,  like  everything  else, 
the  one  with  the  best  intention  d'yos.  not  proclaim  it.  VVhat  con- 
«titutes  a  "commercial"?  First  of  all  he  is  a  gentleman— a 
natural  man.  He  does  not  take  a  mean  advantage.  He  Is  a 
man  of  his  word,  and  by  his  plodding  he  succeeds.  Chemists 
as  a  whole  are  very  decent  fellows.  Of  course,  funny  ones  are 
to  (be  met.  One  fine  morning  I  remember  calling  upon  such 
an  one.  I  suppose  I  must  have  felt  particularly  well.  I  said 
"  Good  morning,  sir,  how  are  you?"    He  replied:  "  What  tlje 

d         has  that  to  do  with  you?"    Well,  I  never  asked  bow  he 

was  after  that,  and  I  continued  to  do  business  with  him. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  firms  have  the  best  intentions 
towards  their  customers.  The  chemists  know  well  they  have 
to  pay  for  goo<ls  supplied.  There  are  different  ways  of  getting 
what  you  want,  and,  by  practice,  the  traveller  knows  the  best 
way.  I  think  firms  would  save  a  lot  of  friction  if,  when  asiking 
•for  money  overdue,  they  would  either  leave  it  to  the  traveller 
to  call  for  it,  or,  if  writing,  allow  him  to  dictate  the  letter. 
"With  much  appreciation. 

I>ower  Rlnrionton,  July  2,  1917.  IIenrt  A.  Riles. 


The  Regulation  of  Pharmacy. 

Having  just  perused  a  copy  of  the  J'.J.  of  'May  5,  received 
to-day,  I  am  greatly  interested  in  Mr.  Ernest  Quant's  views  on 
the  "  Regulation  of  Pharmacy."  Has  Mr.  Quant  overlooked 
the  fact  tiiat  there  axe  numerous  embryonic  pharmacista  'between 
the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty-five  serving  overseas  (some 
since  the  out)hrea;k  of  war),  who  will  perforce  have  to  remain 
"unqualified"  assistants  after  the  war,  owing  to  financial  loss 
through  joining  the  colours?  I  am  referring  to  those  of  us 
who  passed  the  Preliminary  Examination  before  the  war.  Cer- 
tainly, if  a  man  passes  through  an  apprenticeship,  and  then 
continues  his  career  as  a  "manager"  without  even  an  attempt 
at  the  Preliminary  Examination,  some  distinction  should  be 
made.  The  suggestion  that  the  "Minor"  be  "divided," 
although  not  new,  is  good,  and  such  a  movement,  were  it  pos- 
sible, would  be  greatly  welcomed  by  the  class  of  men  I  refer  to. 
If  a  little  help  be  given  us  in  some  such  way,  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  our  journey  towards  the  "  Minor  goal." 

Ernest  C.  Smith  (209/36). 

Formerly  of  Staplaford,  Notts., 
Now  on  Active  Service  Abroad, 
June  1,  1917.   

Rhubarb  Leaves. 

I  am  glad  to  have  Mr.  Kirkby's  explanation  of  wlxat  "  Otto  '' 
means  by  acidity  of  rhubarb  leaves,  viz.,  total  oxalate  and 
malate,  both  free  and  combined,  caloulated  as  malic  a^id,  and 
not  that  which  exists  in  the  free  state  only.  It  may  bo  quite 
clear  with  the  full  paper  before  one,  ,but  it  is  not  clear  from 
the  '  Year  Book  '  abstraxits.  Neither  can  I  reconcile  the  figures 
o-iven  by  Mr.  Eirkby  \vith  those  given  in  the  '  Year  Book,'  1898, 
and  if  the  latter  are  wrong,  or  badly  aibstracted,  I  hope  the 
Editor  of  the  '  Year  Book  '  will  look  into  the  matter.  In  the 
fio-ures  o-iven  by  Mr.  Kirkby  the  malic  acid  preponderates,  but 
it°  is  stated  that,  in  the  early  stages  of  growth,  oxalio 
acid  is  chiefly  present,  and  the  figures  given  in  the  Year 
Book  •  for  the  time  of  the  fatality  (May  2)  are  1-112  per  cent 
which  does  not  accord  with  the  O'Z  per  cent,  total  oxalate  ot 
the  Home  Office  analysis.  t,  „  o.n  ionai-!i-\\ 

June  25,  1917.  Lancashire  Pharmacist  (209/45). 

Insurance  Dispensing  Complaints. 

I  was  recently  before  my  Insurance  Committee  to  answer  a 
complaint  about  dispensing  a  prescription.  Other  pharmacists 
may  like  to  know  how  such  inquiries  are  conducted,  l^veiyone 
was  courteous,  and  there  was  no  intentional  unfairness.  Ihe 
lay  chairman  was  a  stickler  for  relevancy ,  he  rigorously  excluded 
everythino-  improper,  but  also  much  that  was  important.  And 
procedure  in  general  was  unsound ;  rules  of  evidence,  in  par- 
ticular were  ignored.  I  was  asked  questions  based  upon  talse 
assumptions,  faulty  questions  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  ques- 
tioner's ignorance  of  the  technicalities  involved,  and  questions 
requiring  an  unqualified  answer  where  such  answer  was  im- 
possible One  question  would  have  required  a  carefully  thought- 
out  lecture  to  answer  it.  The  chairman  struggled  with  matters 
he  could  not  hope  to  understand,  and  neither  doctors  nor 
chemists  helped  or  corrected  him.  Almost  the  only  sound  pro- 
cedure was  a  series  of  antagonistic  questions  by  one  of  the 
doctors.  Except  for  that,  questions  were  asked  in  a  way  that 
made  me  feel  like  a  man  playing  tennis  with  one  sound  player 
and  two  others  who  cheated,  not  wilfully,  but  through  ignorance 
of  the  game.  The  doctor  had  made  the  complaint  to  raise  an 
important  question  upon  which  we  diff'ered.  I  was  not  allowed 
to  explain' my  view  (nor  he  his),  but  I  was  asked  questions  of 
the  type  that  sightseers  address  to  the  engineer  in  charge  of  a 
complicated  machine.  ,„rvr,/ir,> 

June  27,  1917.       "  A  Victim  of  the  Liliputians  (209/17). 

Pharmacists  in  the  Army. 

Six  years'  commissioned  service  in  the  R.A.M.C.  has  im- 
pressed upon  me  the  futility  of  pharmacists  (as  such)  applying 
for  commissions  in  this  corps  until  they  can  produce  evidence 
of  a  revised  and  more  thorough  curriculum.  Warrant  rank 
supernumerary  to  the  establishment  might  be  granted,  but  the 
War  Office  are  not  likely  to  institute  a  new  grade  of  2nd  lieu- 
tenant in  the  RA.M.C.  unless  it  is  imperative.  From  a  business 
point  of  view,  too,  the  War  Office  could  not  be  induced  to  do 
it.  since  they  are  not  going  to  pay  dispensers  7s.  6d.  a  day 
when  these  can  be  had  as  sergeants  at  3s.  6d.  !  Had  pharmacists 
before  the  war  shown  the  enthusiasm  and  fighting  spirit 
exhibited  since  by  your  correspondents,  something  might  have 
been  done."  A  comparison  in  the  training  necessary  to  become 
a  C.  and  D.  with  that  to  become  a  medical  man  or  dentist 
fails  to  impress  the  authorities.    There  are  two  or  three  phar- 
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m^cists  iu  each  town  and  city  o£  importance  who  have  the 
esteem  of  the  nunlical  profession  and  pubhc,  but  the  remainder 
are  looked  upon  ns  hiu-kst.TS  and,  1  am  afraid  not  withou 
some  reason.  Your  correspondent  •' L/Cpl.  '  might  equally  well 
apply  his  remarks  as  to  meat,  potatoes,  etc.,  to  the  local  buppiy 
CMficei-  'V  S  C  .  vet  this  officer  frequently  holds  the  rank  ol 
Major  or  Lieutenant-Colonel !  And  although,  as  he  states  many 
Quartermasters  R.A.M.C.  have  been  rankers,  he  overlooks  the 
fact  that  before  attaining  their  rank  they  have  spent  more  years 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  experience  m  Army  procedure  than 
it  taJces  to  qualify  as  a  pharmacist.  ^,  ^  .  n  "  /onorai 
June  21, 1917.  "  Lieut,  and  Qe.M.  R.A.M.C  {?09/2). 

\n  old  friend,' a  pharmacist  now  in  the  Army,  recently  wrote 
to  me  as  follows:—"  The  man  who  has  had  two  or  three  years 
experience  in  the  drug  business  is  treated  quite  as  well  as  the 
qualified  man.  There  is  no  differentiation.  Numbers  of  phar- 
macists in  the  Army  to  whom  I  have  spoken  say  that  when 
the  war  is  over  it  is  their  intention  to  ignore  the  Society,  as  it 
is  not  a  body  worth  supporting."  I  would  like  to  know 
exactly  what  ha«  happened  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
Council  as  to  this  grievance.  How  they  have  approached  the 
War  Office,  and  what  has  been  the  response  of  that  authority. 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  assurance  given  me  by  certam 
members  that  they  have  the  matter  in  hand.  I  do  not  agree 
with  my  friend  that  we  should  ignore  the  Society,  but  if  the 
men  who  now  represent  us  on  the  Council  are  suffering  from 
apathy  or  lack  ability,  they  should  give  way  to  better  men. 
This  letter  is  intended'  as  a  challenge  to  the  Council.  Will  any 
Councillor  take  up  the  cudgels  on  their  behalf?  As  for  the  con- 
tention of  "  Stafr-Sergeant,  R.A.M.C."  (P../.,  June  23),  that 
before  pharmacists  are  entitled  to  demand  commissions  they 
should  prove  their  fitness  and  worth,  the  answer  is  that  they 
are  eligible  for  rank  in  virtue-  of  their  qualification. 

London,  June  25,  1917.  E.  N.  Llotd. 

'■  Staff-Sergeant,  R.A.M.C."  is  mistaken.  I  rail  against  no 
quartermasters.  But  when  I  do  quartermaster's  work,  why 
should  I  not  have  the  rank  and  the  recompense?  The  qualified 
medical  man's  knowledge  is  counted  to  him  for  righteousness. 
Why  not  mine?  Hence  the  "  bee  in  my  bonnet."  I  wish  my 
"  bee  "  would  break  loose  and  sting  some  of  my  lethargic 
brother  pharmacists  into  a  state  of  violent  activity.  What  is  the 
Society  doing?  Lying  low  and  waiting  for  something  to  turn 
tip?  Our  great  opportunity  is  the  great  war.  To  ask  the 
Director  of  Medical  Service  to  give  us  commissions  is  prac- 
tically inviting  that  estimable  personage  to  kick  us  off  his  door- 
step. Pressure  must  be  exerted  from  the  outside,  and  the  rank 
to  be  sought  is  "Pharmaceutical  Officer.  Attached  R.A.M.C." 

June  25,  1917.         "  Laxce-Coepoeal,  R.A.M.C."  (209/19). 

*»*  For  lack  of  space  a  number  of  letters  are  held  over.  Cor- 
respondents are  warned  that  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  condense 
all  but  the  shortest  letters.— Editor. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tinct.  Opii  and  Lead  Plaster  (G.  T.  H.— 210/25).— The  answer 
to  both  queries  is  Ye.s. 

Uniform  ior  Lady  Pharmacists  (D.  L.  D.— 209/37).— There  are 
no  sartorial  regulations  of  the  kind  you  mention. 

Business  Names  Query  (F.  P. — 209/38). — As  yonr  true  names 
appear  in  yoiu-  title,  there  is  no  necessity  for  your  fii-m  to 
register. 

Copper  Sulphate  for  Growers  (H.  G.  M.— 209/47).— See  a  note 
on  the  use  of  <  oppor  sulphate  in  our  Miscellaneous  and  General 
columns  (i>.  19). 

Gabbett's  Methylene  Blue  Stain  (L.  O.— 210/14).— {«)  Oarbol 
fuchsin  solution :  (b)  sulphuric  acid  (25  per  cent.),  100  C.c. : 
methylene  blue,  1  to  2  Gms. 

Making  Sodium  Salicylate  (A.  McK.— 208/49).— It  is  best  to 
neutralise  when  hot,  an<3  it  would  be  better  to  use  separate 
pieces  of  litmus  paper  instead  of  phenolphthalein. 

Exercises  for  Students  (B.  B.— 209/45).— Wo  thank  you  for 
your  suggestion,  but  it  is  impracticable  at  the  present  tirne.  It 
will  doubtless  be  considered  when  things  are  more  propitious. 

Certified  Occupation  (T.  W.— 209/41).— Alteration  in  the  List 
does  not  introciiice  any  new  element  in  regard  to  pha.rma<;ists 
who  are  habitually  and  lawfully  engaged  in  dispensing  medicines. 

Linctus  Terpin  (H.  D. — 210/16). — We  suggest  that 'you  use 
the  Codex  fonnula  for  Elixir  Acetomorphin®  et  Terpini.  This 
contains  1/18  grain  of  neetomorphine  hydrochloride,  but  you 
can  adjust  it  to  your  requirements. 

Rhododendron  and  Poisoned  Cows  (W.  R.— 210/22).— Your 
sppcimpn,  as  you  -lirmise,  i''  the  common  rhododendron,  and 


it  is  poisjonous  to  cattle.    The  poisonous  principle  of  the  plant 
is  andromedotoxin,  a  glucoside,  which  is  very  toxic. 

Supply  of  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  (R.  G.— 210/51).— Your  best 
plan  woul<l  be  to  apply  to  the  nearest  gas-works.  Failing  that, 
atpplication  should  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sulphate  of 
Ammonia  Association  (Association  of  Manufacturers),  84,  Horse- 
ferry  Road,  Westminster,  S.W.  1. 

Books  for  Apprentice  (W.  E.  R— 209/27).— The  best  advice 
we  can  give  you  is  to  secure  a  copy  of  '  How  to  Become  a 
Pharmacist,'  which  is  obtainable  from  the  Pharmaoeutical 
Press,  17,  Bloomsbuiry  Square,  London,  W.C.I,  for  Is.  Id.  post 
free.  This  will  provide  you  with  the  required  information  as 
to  suitable  books. 

Glucose  for  Jam-making.  (H.  R.— 210/21).— Write  to  the 
Secretary,  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  4,  Whitehali 
Place,  ^London,  S.W.  1,  for  Special  Leafleti  No.  5,  entitled  '  Fruit 
Preserving  for  Small  Market  Growers  or  for  Domestic  Use.'  , 
This  will  tell  you  how  jam  may  be  made  with  glucose.  It  will 
be  sent  to  you  free. 

"  F.  E.  S."  (209/51)  inquires  if  we  would  let  him  know  "  the 
possibilities  which  are  open  to  a  fellow  who  takes  up  the 
Phai-maceutical  Society  ( !  !)  as  a  profession,  and  whether  it  will 
flourish  (as  before)  after  the  war."  The  possibilities  in  this 
entirely  new  field  are  boundless,  and  the  prosipects  of  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Society  after  the  war  have  all  the  value- 
of  a  gilt-edged  security. 

Composition  of  Medicinal  Salts  (A.  R.— 209/46).— The  follow- 
ing is  from  a  German  source : — Lithium  chloride,  0  25 ; 
ammoniu™  chloride,  0  24;  pwtassium  chloride,  1'3 ;  .sodium 
chloride,  157  0;  sodium  bicarbonate,  20  0;  anhydrous  sodium 
siilphate,  17-0 ;  calcium  carbonate,  6  0 ;  anhydrous  magnesium 
sulphate,  54"0;  anhydrous  ferrous  sulphate,  0'7.  These  are  the 
quantities  (Gms.)  for  10  litres. 

Spray  for  Flies  (R.  H.  N.— 209/31).— The  same  objection 
would  probably  be  raised  against  any  spray  formulse  we  could 
give  as  against  your  own  idea  as  to  oil  of  lavender — that  is, 
expense ;  also,  we  should  imagine,  the  odours  would  be  ob- 
jectionable in  the  cookhouse.  The  problem  will  be  a  difiBcult 
one  under  the  circumstances.  The  next  best  thing  to  a  spray 
might  be  to  burn  pyrethrum  powder.  This,  it  is  said,  stupe- 
fies the  flies,  and  they  must  then  be  swept  up  and  burnt  A  solu- 
tion of  sodium  anJicylate  might  be  tried;  it  is  said  to  be 
very  effective.  An  American  journal  states  that  a  solution 
contaiining  3  tcaspoonfuls  of  sodium  salicylate  to  1  pint  of 
Water  is  the  proper  concentration.  This  could  be  placed  in 
suitable  shallow  vessels  about  the  rooms. 

Toilet  Preparations  (A  B.  V.— 2081^2).— Violet  0/7.— Olive 
oil,  450;  oil  of  sweet  almond.s,  50;  oil  of  orris,  10;  oil  of 
berganiot,  7^  ;  oil  of  lavender,  6;  oil  of  oedar  wood,  5;  oil  of 
sandal  wood,  4;  oil  of  wintergroen,  1.  Astringent  Face 
Lotion. —  The  composition  of  the  preparation  you  name  is  not 
known  to  us,  but  the  following  may  answer ;— Alum,  10  grs.  ; 
zinc  sulpihate,  5  grs.;  glycerin,  1  fl.  dr.;  tincture  of  benzoin,  1 
fl.  dr.  ;  essence  of  eau  de  Cologne,  30  minims ;  distilled  water 
to  1  pint.  Dissolve  the  salts  in  the  water.  Mix  the  glyoerm 
with  the  bulk  of  the  water  and  pour  in  the  mixed  essence  and 
tincture.  Mix  the  two  (liquids.  The  product  should  be  a  non- 
Separable  milkv  lotion.  You  will  find  formulae  for  vanishmg 
cream  and  nail  polishing  paste  in  the  'Chemists  Annual, 
1916.  page  55. 

COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

Euresol  pro  Capillis  (160,'28).— WTiere  obtainable? 
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SUNDAY,  July  8. 

Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Training  Corps- 
Parade    10    a.m.  at  Imperial    College  Union. 

Tuesday,  July  10.— Officers  and  N.C.O.s'  Cla»s, 
8.45  p.m. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday,  July  11  and  12. 
3p.m. 


-Drrll, 


THURSDAY,  July  12. 

Proprietary  Articles  Tra<e  Association.— Annual  meeting  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant, London,  W.C.,  at  3.15  p.m. 

Chemists'  Defence  Association.— Annual  Meeting  at  the  Holborn 
Bestanrant,  London,  W.C.,  at  4.15  p  ra. 

THURSDAY,  July  19. 

West  Ham.  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists. -Meeting  in  Earlliam  Hall.  Earlham  Grove,  Forest 
Gate,  E. 


O^e  jp^armaceutical  Uoumal 


No.  2804.    Vol.  99  (4th  Seeies  Vol.  43).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  oHIcial  organ 
cf  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

Largest  Guaranteed  Circulation 
among  Registered  Chemists  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it 
also  circulates  widely  in  Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India,  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  The  regular  weekly  circulation  closely 
approximates  to  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES.  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOR:  CENTRAL  13413.  EDITOR:  "PHARMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  '•  Bremridge,  London." 

Pablishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  "  Phaimads,  London." 

EDITOR- S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE.  LONDON.  W.C. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150.  HOLBORN.  LONDON,  E.C. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Medical  Re-examination  Procedure. 

Instructions  issued  by  the  Army  Council  to  authorities 
administering  thti  Military  Service  (Review  of  Exemptions)  Act 
have  been  published  as  a  White  Paper,  which  can  be  had  for 
2d.  through  any  bookseller.  Disabled  men  who  have  served 
overseas,  but  are  classed  CI,  are  not  to  be  called  for  service, 
but  will  be  examined  six  months  later.  It  is  alleged  that  tJiere 
is  a  very  large  number  of  improperly  rejected  men,  as  a  result 
of  downright  fraud  and  such  methods  as  impersonation,  bribery, 
and  forgery.  It  is  also  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Army 
Council  that  a  practice  has  arisen  of  manufacturing  evidence 
that  men  are  affected  by  certain  simulated  diseases,  such  as 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  disorders  of  the  heart,  suppurative 
diseases  of  the  ear,  epilepsy,  diabetes,  chronic  nephritis,  and 
couirterfeit  skin  diseases.  Rejections  on  these  grounds  must 
be  closely  scrutinised.  The  powers  conferre<l  by  the  Act  are 
to  be  exercised  with  discretion,  and,  "  so  far  as  possible,"  with 
consideration  to  the  individuals  affected.  The  Act  is  "  not  to  be 
used  to  take  into  the  Army  men  physically  unfit  for  service." 

Sapplement  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex. 

Price  Is.,  or  Is.  2d.  post-free. 

Pharmacists  who  have  not  yet  provided  themselves  with  a 
copy  of  this  useful  publication  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  while  there  is  still  a  remainder  of  the  edition  in 
hand.  For  all  users  of  the  Codex,  which  is  now  a  recognised 
work  of  reference  in  pharmaceutical  and  medical  circles,  the 
Supplement,  which  gives  carefully  sifted  information  as  to  im- 
portant new  drug's  not  included  in  the  Codex,  and  contains 
formulae  of  much  practical  value,  is  an  indispensable  adjunct 
and  auxiliary.  Orders  for  the  Supplement,  enclosing  a  remittance 
for  Is.  2d.,  should  be  addres.sed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Military  Service:  .Applications  for  Commissions  in 
Scotland. 

It  is  intimated  in  the  .Scottish  Command  Or<ler  that  the 
number  of  applications  for  commissions  is  largely  in  excess  of 
requirements.  For  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  number  (?f 
candidates  the  instruction  is  that  for  the  present  officer's  com - 
ffiandinw  units  should  recommend  only  those  candidate.s  whose 
qualifcat.ivm  are  rny  f.xcepfAonal. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  CONFERENCE  MEETING. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  since  its  maiden 
meeting  at  Bath  in  1864,  has  proved  such  an  integral  and 
in.spiring  force  in  the  scientific  development  and  professional 
progress  of  pharmacy  that  even  a  temporary  suspension  of  its 
fundamental  functions  would  be  a  grave  misfortune  to  the 
high  pharmaceutical  interests  which  it  has  always  sedulously 
conserved  and  legitimately  aggrandised.  Happily,  however, 
the  Executive  Committee,  while  taking  the  line  of  lea.st  re- 
.sistance  necessitated  by  the  rigours  and  disabilities  of  the 
prolonged  war-time,  have  effectively  contrived  not  only  to 
maintain  the  Conference  in  being  but  to  preserve  it  in  form 
as  well  as  spirit,  at  least  as  regards  its  business  side,  and 
such  traditionally  distinctive  features  as  the  '  Year-Book,' 
than  which  pharmacists  have  never  had  a  more  generally 
useful  and  trustworthy  work  of  reference  on  the  progress  of 
pharmacy  and  allied  isciences,  contributions  to  the  Science 
Section,  of  which  two  were  received  for  publication  in  the 
next  '  Year-Book,'  and  that  piece  de  resistance  the  Presi- 
dent's Address.  The  selection  of  a  subject  for  such  a  dis- 
course becomes  more  and  more  difficult  as  time  goes  on, 
because  it  is  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  being  born  late  in 
the  world's  history  to  find  that  one's  predecessors  have 
plucked  much  of  the  "  rare  and  refreshing  fruit"  from  the 
tree  of  knowledge,  so  that  where  they  have  garnered  there  is 
little  left  to  harvest.  And  amidst  the  demands  and  distrac- 
tions of  war  travail  and  tribulations  the  range  of  choice  is 
embarrassingly  curtailed  and  impoverished.  It  is,  there- 
fore, all  the  more  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill's  credit  that  he  should 
have  succeeded  in  finding  a  subject  at  once  so  opportune  and 
so  well  suited  to  his  special  knowledge  and  experience  as 
"  Our  ^ledicine  Supply  in  War  Time."  In  his  treatment  of 
this  vitally  important  subject  Mr.  Hill  very  judiciously  con- 
fined himself  to  its  purely  pharmaceutical  aspects,  and  with 
equally  sound  judgment  refused  to  limit  his  survey  to  so- 
called  essential  drugs  because,  as  his  wide  experience  has 
shown  him,  drugs  little  used  or  disused  in  one  district  may 
in  another  be  in  brisk  and  effective  demand.  The  Address 
shed  many  instructive  sidelights  on  the  difficulties  encoun- 
tered by  all  branches  of  pharmacy  at  the  outset  and  in  the 
early  days  of  the  war,  and  gave  an  encouraging  account  of 
the  measures  taken  to  grapple  with,  and  where  possible  over- 
come, these  difficulties.  This  record  conclusively  disposes  of 
the  unscientific  and  pessimistic  doctrine  that  oui-  backward- 
ness compared  with  Germany  in  some  respects,  is  due  to  racial 
incapacity  or  incompetence.  Necessity  is  doubtless  a  hard 
taskmaster,  but  it  has  revealed  to  us  our  strength  even  more 
than  our  weakness.  From  the  manufacturer's  standpoint,  as 
Mr.  Hill  showed,  it  has  been  well-nigh  impossible  under  war- 
time limitations  to  maintain  the  standards  of  purity  for  phar- 
maceutical chemicals  imposed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  the 
F<x>d  and  DruRs  Acts.  It  would  now  appear  that  as  regai-ds 
some  pharmaceutical  chemicals,  such  as  calcined  magnesia . 
the  B.P.  standard  is  too  exacting.  But,  on  the  whole,  while 
samples  of  some  chemicals,  such  as  boric  acid,  containing  an 
excess  of  arsenic  which  makes  them  quite  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  are  of  rather  frequent  occuw-ence,  the  official 
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^^tandard  of  purity  of  most  pharmaceutical  chemicals  has 
been  fairly  well  maintained.  Mr.  Hill  suggests  a  promising 
and  feasible  subject  of  research  for  the  officinal  pharmacist 
in  the  study,  from  everyday  observation  of  the  causes  of 
deterioration  in  drugs,  chemicals,  and  preparations  kept  in  a 
pharmacy  in  normal  conditions,  has  some  suggestive  remarks 
on  the  detective  significance  of  physical  constants  in  ascertain- 
ing whether  certain  preparations  have  been  made  up  accord- 
ing to  official  directions,  and  gave  much  fresh  detailed  infor- 
mation as  to  the  specific  effects  of  the  war  on  the  supply  of 
drugs.  Mr.  Hill  also  dealt  with  the  Government  manage- 
ment or  mismanagement  of  the  restricted  sugar,  spirit, 
glycerin,  malt,  and  starch  supplies  in  vigorously  candid 
terms,  and  animadverted  trenchatitly  upon  the  persistent  dis- 
regard by  the  Government  of  legitimate  pharmaceutical 
interests  and  demands.  The  one  satisfactory  exception  to 
this  vicious  rule  is  to  be  found  in  the  Insurance  Gommis,sion, 
which  as  a  Comparatively  new  department  is  less  hide-bound 
and  official  ridden  than  the  older  departments.  Mr.  Hill 
gives  credit  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  invaluable 
work  it  has  done  in  protecting  and  promoting  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  retail  side  of  the  calling,  but  pleads  for  a 
■combination  of  wholesale  and  retail  interests  on  the  ground 
that  these  are  indissolubly  linked  together,  and  if  welded  for 
purposes  of  negotiation  and  propaganda  they  would  constitute 
not  only  a  powerful  fighting  machine  but  a  national  asset, 
through  which  there  would  be  secured  to  the  community  a 
supply  of  pure  drugs  and  an  adequate  and  efficient  vending 
and  dispensing  service.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hill  appeals  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society — ^which,  as  he  holds,  has  hitherto 
co^ifined  its  attention  to  the  retail  interest — to  enlarge  its  vista 
and  become  an  even  more  important  and  powerful  body  than 
it  has  hitherto  been  by  becoming  representative  of  pharmacy 
as  a  whole.  Even  from  this  meagre  outline  of  Mr.  Hill's 
masterly  address  our  readers  will  be  able  to  form  some  im- 
pression of  its  high  quality  and  force.  But  we  warmly 
commend  them  to  a  systematic  study  of  the  full  text  of  the 
Address  itself,  the  first  instalment  of  which  appears  on 
page  15. 

THE   MEANING   OF   THE  TERM   "DRUG"  IN  THE 
COCAINE  REGULATION. 

The  Leeds  prosecutions  under  the  above  Regulation  (P. J., 
June  30,  p.  514)  and  present  issue  (p.  20),  besides  driving 
home  tlie  much-needed  lesson  that  medical  practitioners  and 
pharmacists  cannot  with  impunity  disregard  their  duty  linder 
the  "Regulation,  bring  into  pointed  relief  the  issue  as  to  the 
precise  legal  meaning  of  the  term  "  drug  "  in  the  Amended 
Regulation  of  December  5,  1916  (P-J..  December  9,  1916,  p. 
546),  which  reads  as  follows,  the  italicised  sentence  consti- 
tuting the  addition  to  and  amendment  of  the  original  defini- 
tion of  "  cocaine." 

"  The  expresision  '  cocaine'  includes  all  preparations,  salts, 
derivatives,  or  admixtures  prepared  therefrom,  or  therewith, 
and  containing  O'l  per  cent.  (1  part  in  1,000)  or  more  of  the 
drug,  or  any  solid  or  liquid  extract  of  the  coca  leaf  coiifninijig 
01  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  drug." 

In  three  of  the  prescriptions  in  respect  of  which  proceed- 
ings were  taken  in  the  Leeds  cases,  liquid  extract  of  coca  was 
ordered,  and  the  contention  of  the  counsel  for  one  of  the 
medical  defendants  was  that  in  one  of  the  prescriptions  ihe 
proportion  of  liquid  extract  of  coca  contained  in  the  mixture 
represented  approximately  001  per  cent.,  whereas  the  Order 
allowed  a  maximum  of  01  per  cent.,  his  interpretation  of  the 
term  "drug"  being  that,  as  in  the  former  {>art  of  the 
defi:nition  it  denotes  "cocaine."  The  magistrate,  who 
at  first  was  inclined  to  the  view  that  it  meant  liquid 
extract  of  ooca,  on  reconsideration  accepted  counsel's  read- 
ing of  the  term,  thus  creating  what  amounts  to  a 
judicial  decision  on  the  point,  by  a  Court  of  First  Instance. 
Pharmacists  in  the  past  have  not,  as  a  rule,  had  much  cause 


to  tha,nk  the  dispensers  of  the  law  for  judicial  interpretations 
of  Jegi.slative  enactments.    But  in  the  present  ca«e,  while  it  may 
not  be  sajfe  to  take  the  Leeds  magistrate's  ruling  as  a  govern- 
ing one,  it  rests  on  a  solid  common-sen.se  foundation,  and  in 
these  days  of  "  broadening  down  from  precedent  to  prece- 
dent "  this  counts  for  something,  even  in  law.    Shortly  after 
the  publication  of  the  Amended  Regulation  a  well-informed 
correspondent  (P.J.,  December  30,  1916,  p.  623)  pointed  out 
some  of  the  anomalies  and  absurdities  which  would  be  en- 
tailed by  interpreting  the  term  "drug  "  to  mean  percentage 
of  total  alkaloids  or  extractive  in  preparations  of  coca  leaf. 
It  transpired  that  because  of  a  misprint  in  the  work  of  refei 
ence  from  which  he  quoted  the  figure  for  the  percentage  of 
total  alkaloids,  the  percentages  cited  for  the  different  prepara 
tions  named  were  considerably  understated,  but  even  when  the 
necessary  corrections   are  made  none   of   the  preparations 
reach,  much   less  exceed,  the  01  per  cent,  of  "cocaine." 
In  all  the  circumstances,  and  especially  having  regard  to  the 
ruling  in  the  Leeds  cases,  we  are  entitled  to  assume  pro 
visionally  that  the  legal  as  well  as  the  rational  meaning  of  tl 
term  "drug"  in  the  Regulation  is  synonymous  witih  "  cocaine 
as  antecedeintly  defined. 


SOME   ALLOTMENT  PESTS. 

BT  "  HOHTTJS  " 

One  of  the  most  destructive  pests  in  the  vegetable  garden  is 
the  celery  fly,  Acidim  heraclis.  The  larva  of  this  insect  eats  ite 
way  into  the  softer  portions  of  the  plant  and  either  entirely 
destroys  it  or  renders  the  leaves  of  so  little  v.alue  to  the  plant 
that  the  stalks  remain  smalll,  ^reen,  and  very  Ibitter.  Preven- 
tive methods,  such  as  a  preliminary  dressing  of  the  soil  with  a 
mixture  of  naphthalene,  sulphur,  and  lime,  are  valuable,  not 
only  against  this  pest,  but  lalso  against  other  insects  and  fungoid 
parasites  of  the.  celery  plant,  particularly  the  leaf-spot  disease 
caused  by  Septoria  peiroselini,  var.  apii.  If  the  celery  fly 
should  appear  on  the  maturing  plants,  an  application  of  the 
following  spray  is  recommended  :  — One  ounce  of  soft  soap  is 
dissolved  in  eight  ounces  of  hot  water ;  four  ounces  of  paraffin 
oil  are  added,  and  the  mixture  ishaken  until  thoroughly  emul- 
sified, when  it  should  Ibe  diluted  to  one  gallon.  For  fiuigoid 
diseases  on  the  celery  and  other  plants  it  is  recommended  that 
they  Ibe  sprayed  fortnightly  with  the  copper  oaribonate  spray 
made  by  dissolving  forty  grains  of  capper  carbonate  with  half 
an  ounce  of  ammonium  carbonate  in  four  ounces  of  hot  water, 
and  diluting  to  one  and  a-half  gallons  immediately  before  use. 
The  turnip  fly,  Haltica  nemorum,  is  one  of  those  pests  which  are 
particuilarly  harmful  to  root  crops.  The  fly  or  beetle  lays  ite 
eggs  on  the  young  leaves  of  any  cruciferous  plant;  in  five  or 
six  days  the  larvae  hatch  out  and  feed  on  the  soft  tissues  of  the 
plant  for  about  a  week,  iwhen  they  pupate,  the  beetle  reappear- 
ing in  aibout  twelve  days.  There  are  thus  as  many  a&  air 
generations  in  one  season.  Poisonous  sprays  are  not  effective 
■against  this  pest,  as  it  f  eeds  on  the  internal  tissues  only.  Spray- 
ing iwith  a  paraffin  emulsion  periodically  renders  the  plants  dis- 
tasteful to  the  beetles.  Am  excellent  application  may  be  made 
by  mixing  together  in  equal  proportions  sand,  sawdust,  sulphur, 
and  lime  .and  aUowing  this  to  soak  up  as  much  paraffin  as 
possible.  'This  mixture  should  be  sprinkled  around  and  over 
the  plants.  The  weevils  are  a  class  of  beetles  troublesome  to  the 
allotment-iholder  who  grows  leguminous  crops,  particularly  peas 
and  beans.  They  are  memibers  of  the  genus  Sitones,  and  there 
are  many  varieties,  the  principal  one  of  which  is  the  striped 
pea  and  bean  weevil,  S.  lineatm.  It  is  aibundant  in  many  dis- 
tricts this  year.  In  one  form  or  anotiier  its  attacks  may  extend 
over  the  whole  year,  since  the  mature  insects  feed  ou  the 
leaves  of  the  plants,  whilst  the  larvae  attack  the  roots,  particu- 
larly the  nodules,  the  greater  injurv,  however,  being  done  by  the 
former.  When  plants  are  attacked,  a  mixture  of  lime,  sulphur, 
and  lamp  black  should  be  sprinkled  along  each  side  of  the  row, 
and  then  the  ground  pressed  firmly  down  towaids  the  roots. 
This  prevents  the  ascension  of  the  beetles  as  they  emerge  from 
the  subterranean  pupae.  The  aerial  portion  of  the  plant  should 
then  be  sprayed  with  the  paraffin  emulsion  mentioned  above, 
or,  in  the  early  stages,  with  an  arsenical  spray.  A  suitable 
spray  for  the  destruction  of  these  and  many  other  leaf-eating 
pests  is  prepared  by  mixing  together  equal  parts  of  Paris  green 
and  lime,  adding  a  little  tresicle  and  diluting  with  water,  so 
that  the  liquid  shall  contain  about  i  per  cent,  of  Paris  green. 
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OUR  MEDICINE  SUPPLY  IN  WAR  TIME.* 

BY  C.  A.  mix,  B.SC,  F.I.C. 

Tile  selection  of  a  subject  suitable  for  the  annual  address 
to  the  members  of  the  Bnitish  PharmaoouticaJ  Conierence 
has  presentad  this  year  difl&culties  which  I  shall  perhaps  be 
justified  in  desoribing  as  unusual,  because,  in  addition  to  those 
which  face  every  ir^eaident  with  a  force  whjioh  increases 
annually,  I  felt  that  during  the  present  period  of  great 
though  temporary  stress  it  seemed  scarcely  suitable  to  deal 
^  either  on  the  one  hand  with  the  purely  scientific  aspects  of 
pharmacy,  or,  on  the  other,  with  educational  or  political  pro- 
blems— or,  indeed,  anything  of  an  abstruse  nature,  whfch 
though  ever  impcPtant  and,  in  peace  times,  of  absorbing  and 
immediate  interest,  can  perhaps  afford  to  wait  until  after  the 
war.  It  will  be  agreed  that  it  is  not  easy  at  the  present  time 
to  avoid  the  war,  even  in  a  Presidential  address,  and  perhaps, 
after  all,  it  is  not  really  necessary  to  make  the  attempt.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  make  my  remarks  as  opportune  as  pos- 
sible by  dealing  with  our  medicine  supply  in  war  time  as  it 
afifects,   most  closely,   practising  pharmacists  of  to-day. 

Plak  of  Treatment  of  the  Subject. 

A  consideration  of  some  of  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen, 
that  are  arising,  and  are  likely  to  arise;  those  that  have  ibeen 
ro€t,  and  those  that  have  proved  hitherto  insuperable ;  the 
position  to-day  and  the  outlook  for  to-morrow,  may  be  of 
interest  to  members  of  the  Conference,  and  from  it  one  may 
perhaps  draw  inferences  likely  to  be  of  use  for  the  future. 
While  it  is  hoped  that  my  remarks  may  constitute  some  record 
of  the  remarkable  conditions  now  prevailing,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  avoid  travelling  over  ground  already  covered. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  our  National  or  Empire  supply 
of  crude  drugs,  raw  materials  and  elementary  substances, 
■either  during  the  war  or  after,  nor  to  enter  iipon  the  question 
of  how  far  the  Enapire  can  be  made  self-supporting,  and  the 
stepe  which  should  be  taken  in  the  direction  of  securing  that 
end.  Those  interested  in  these  and  cognate  matters  I  would 
refer  to  the  report  recently  made  to  the  Government  Committee 
on  Commercial  and  Industrial  Policy  (commonly  known  as  Lord 
Balfour's  Committee)  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceuncal 
Society,  the  report  ibeing  drawn  up  in  March  of  this  year  for 
the  Council  by  a  Committee  of  experts.  I  may  be  pardoned  if 
I  give  here  the  names  of  the  memibers  of  the  Committee, 
appointed  ad  hoc,  who  devoted  no  little  time  and  thought  to 
the  preparation  of  this  report: — Edmund  White  (President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Chairman),  E.  T.  Neathercoat 
(Vice-President  of  the  Society),  Kenneth  C.  Allen,  F.  H.  Carr, 

F.  VV.  Gamble,  C.  A.  Hill,  David  Lloyd  Howard,  T.  D.  Morson, 

G.  E.  Pearson,  H.  L.  Smith,  J.  C.  Umney,  and  H.  G.  Greenish 
(Honorary  Secretary).  It  is  to  'be  hoped  that  the  report  will  in 
due  time  be  published  for  the  immediate  infownation  of  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  as  iwell  as  for  purposes  of  reference. 

Neither  do  I  propose  to  deal,  unless  incidentally,  with  the 
manufacture  in  this  country  of  chemicals  for  which  we  were 
formerly  dependent  upon  foreign  countries — chiefly  Germany. 
The  position  in  which  we  found  ourselves  at  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  and  the  steps  taken  in  the  manufacture  of  synthetic 
drugs  have  been  dealt  with  on  other  occasions.  Moreover,  any 
statement  of  what  has  been  done,  is  being  done,  or  will  be  done 
must  necessarily  be  incomplete  and  of  merely  ephemeral  interest 
during  the  present  transition  stage. 

Medicine  Supply  thom  the  Pharmaceutical  Standpoint. 

My  intention  is  to  treat  the  subject  of  our  medicine  supply 
in  war  time  from  the  more  purely  pharmaceutical  standpoint, 
and  to  concern  myself  especially  with  the  .maintenance  of  the 
scryifo  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  pharmaceutical  preparations 
•which  are  in  everyday  demand,  and  to  see  how  the  war  has 
affected  our  ability  to  maintain  sujpplies  and  to  meet  the  civil 
as  well  as  the  military  demands.  By  "  medicines,"  then,  I  mean 
not  rnerely  such  essfjntiala  as  strychnine  and  morphine,  bismuth, 
iodides  and  mercury,  but  the  thousand  and  one  chemical  and 
^ihamiaceutical  preparations  in  every  day  demand,  in  the  hos- 
pital, the  pharmacy,  and  the  home,  for  the  treatment  of 
disease,  the  cure  of  the  sick,  the  care  of  the  weunded,  and  for 
maintaining  the  general  health  of  the  civil  population.  I 
think  it  will  be  agreed  that,  however  inadequate  the  treat- 
ro«nt,  the  subject  itself  is  topical  and  of  very  immediate  in- 
terest to  members  of  the  C!!onference.  One  further  disclaimer: 
I  shall  avoid  discussion  of  what  is  and  what  is  not  es.sential, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  this  question  is  more  controversial  than 
is  commonly  supposed.  Our  bu.siness  is  to  meet  the  demand 
as  it  is,  not  a  demand  as  it  ought  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  a 
-•ection  of  very  modern  medical  thought.      Who  shall  decide 
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-neetine  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  on  July  11,  1917. 


what  is  or  what  is  not  essential  ?  Which  of  u.s  has  not  heard 
a  doctor  say,  "If  so-and-so  is  unobtainable,  what  does  iit 
matter?  I  never  prescribe  it";  or  the  hospital  pharmacist 
who  says.  "  We  never  use  it  at  St.  Blank's."  1  myself  have 
heard  a  prominent  pharmacist  practising  in  the  West  Mnd  of 
London  say,  "So-and-so  has  gone  out  of  use;  we  hardly  ever 
sell  it,"  o'bLivious  of  the  fact  that  that  particular  preparation 
enjoys  a  large  and  important  vogue  in  Scotland.  Further, 
there  are  many  drugs  scarcely  used  in  this  country  which  are 
largely  employed  abroad — and  that  not  due  to  climatic  condi- 
tions, but  to  fashion.  It  'is  desirable  to  view  our  subject,  and, 
indeed,  all  pharmaceutical  problems,  as  broadly  as  possible, 
and  from  a  standpoint  comprehensive  of  every  section  of  medi- 
cal demand ;  not  only  from  the  view-point  of  the  medical  man, 
nor  that  of  the  practising  pharmacist;  not  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  Army  requirements,  large  as  they  now  are ;  nor 
yet  from  that  of  N.H.I,  dispensing ;  but  from  a  point  of  view 
including  all  of  these — the  requirements  of  the  whole  of  the 
civil  and  military  population  of  the  British  Isles  and  of  our 
Empire  beyond  the  seas.  I  do  not  intend  to  suggest  that  the 
foregoing  points  of  view  are  incompatible  or  conflicting.  To 
my  mind,  they  are  parts  of  a  whole. 

Wae-Time  Conditions. 

Who  does  not  recall  the  position  at  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities and  during  the  early  days  of  the  war?  For  a  brief 
period  there  was  inclined  to  be  a  panic,  which  condition, 
however,  soon  passed  and  settled  down  to  a  condition  approach- 
ing normal.  A  few  German  chemicals  became  unobtainable, 
and  some  were  not  really  missed ;  the  supply  of  the  great 
majority  of  drugs  continued  much  as  usual.  The  discussion 
at  an  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutioal  Society  held 
in  this  room  in  December,  1914,  records  this  position  and 
the  outlook  after  four  months  of  war.  During  the  past  two 
years,  however,  stocks  have  gradually  ibeoome  depleted,  while 
values  of  all  commodities, .  from  causes  well  known  and  inci- 
dental to  the  war,  have  slowly  but  surely  advanced  all  round. 
Buit  apart  from  isolated  instances,  either  synthetic  chemicals 
not  hitherto  manufactured  in  this  country  or  natural  pro- 
ducts for  which  we  are  dependent  on  foreign  sources,  the 
general  inoreaee  in  values  in  medicines  during  the  war  com- 
pares favourably  with  other  trades,  and  we  may  to-day  con- 
gratulate ourselves  on  the  absence  of  what  is  known  as 
"  profiteering."  When  we  consider  the  causes  contributing  to 
the  increase  in  prices,  particularly  the  great  increase  in 
wages,  the  all-round  increment  in  the  values  of  phanmaceutioal 
products  is  amply  explained.  As  for  the  future,  it  seems 
certain  that  some  values  will  go  higher  still  during  the  war,  and 
afterwards  will  not  return  to  pre-war  levels.  In  the  case  of 
drags  and  chemicals  of  small  monetary  value  where  fuel, 
freights,  labour  and  other  prime  costs  are  of  much  importance, 
the  percentage  advance  has  naturally  been  great.  Home 
production  of  articles  hitherto  imparted  has  been  checked  by 
difficulties  of  buildings,  plant,  labour,  raw  materials,  etc., 
and  by  that  monument  of  passive  resistance — ^the  Priority 
Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Munitions,  while  the  output  haa 
been  absorbed  or  controlled  by  Government  demands.  On 
the  whole,  however,  the  service  of  everyday  medicines  went 
on  much  as  usual  until  it  became  seriously  interfered  with 
by  the  restrictions  on  sugiar  and  glycerin. 

Comparing  for  a  moment  the  drug  trade  with  other  trades, 
and  when  we  reflect  how  difficult  it  is  in  lalmost  any  Industry 
to  oibtain  the  commonest  articles  to  which  one  had  become  accus- 
tomed before  the  war,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  supply  of  medi- 
cines bad  run  on  with  remarkaible  smoothness.  In  other  indus- 
tries one  does  not  now  obtain  the  same  thing  as  before  the  war, 
but  often  something  dififerent — it  may  be  very  diflferent — and 
any  substitute  is  considered  better  than  nothing  at  all.  In  the 
drug  trade,  on  the  other  hand,  ,we  have  not  merely  to  "carry 
on,"  but  to  oomjply  with  exacting  pre-war  standards,  and  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  New  Edition  op  the  Pharmacopceia. 

Moreover,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  there  happened  an 
event  of  prime  importance  in  pharmaceutical  annals — the 
appearance  of  a  new  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopceia.  The 
Britisih  Pharmiaoopoeia,  1914,  was  ready  in  July,  and  made  its 
appearance  in  October,  1914,  but  by  a  decision — ^the  wisdom  of 
which  no  one  vsdll  question — its  legal  birthday  was  postponed 
until  January  1,  1915.  Everyone  is  familiar  with  the  fact  that 
in  the  1914  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  there  were  in- 
cluded for  the  first  time  a  large  number  of  definite  standards 
for  chemicals,  not  necessarily  more  stringent  than  the  previoua 
indefinite  requirements,  but  excluding  that  elasticity  of  inter- 
pretation which  had  previously  given  rise  to  so  much  comment, 
misunderstanding  and  discontent. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY  COMPETITION. 

REPORT   ON   THE    EXERCISE   FOR   LAST  MONTH. 

Marks  have  been  awarded  for  last  mcxnth'a  work  as  foUovys:  — 

Xanthine    97       I       Paddy   68 

Kitchener   80  Rubidium   68 

M.  M,  D   74       I       Cardi   51 

Mr.  B.  Baker,  who  heads  the  list  for  the  eighth  time  in  the 
present  series,  being  qualified,  the  first  prize  is  awarded  to  Mr. 
H.  Amon,  Croydon,  and  the  second  prize  to  Miss  Mabel  M. 
Dand,  Livarpool;  these  two  competitors  will  receive  prizes  of 
books  published  at  lOs.  6d.  and  6s.  respectively,  if  they  will  let 
the  Editor  know  by  July  18  what  books  they  would  like  to 
have.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Amon,  a  declaration  that  he  is  un- 
qualified, signed  by  a  pharmafcist,  will  also  be  necessary. 

The  mixture  set  possessed  the  following  composition: — 

Manganous  sulphate    4  parts 

Sodium  oxalate    5  parts 

Traces  of  iron,  magnesium,  calcium,  and  chloride,  and  a  minute 
trace  of  potassium  were  also  present. 

The  manganous  sulphate  was  supposed  to  be  anhydrous,  but 
actually  contained  10'6  per  cent,  of  moisture,  the  proportion  of 
the  anhydrous  salt  present  in  the  mixture  being,  therefore, 
39'7  per  cent. 

The  number  of  competitors  who  returned  reports  on  this 
occasion  was  unusually  small,  especially  as  the  exercise  was 
rather  a  simple  one,  while  a  comparatively  large  number  of 
students  applied  for  portions  of  the  salt. 

The  qualitative  work  was  rather  above  the  usual  standard, 
only  one  competitor  missing  the  oxalate,  while  all  the  other 
principal  constituents  were  detected  by  everyone.  Two  com- 
petitors, however,  gave  as  principal  ingredients  substances  which 
were  absent,  or  were  presmr  merely  as  traces. 

Four  competitors  performed  the  quantitative  work  fairly  well, 
but  two  determined  the  soluble  oxalate  only,  not  recognising  the 
fact  that  insoluble  manganese  oxalate  would  be  formed  by  double 
decomposition,  even  if  (as  was  the  case)  the  oxalate  was  origin- 
ally present  as  sodium  oxalate. 

Remaeks  to  Individual  Competitobs. 
Xanthine. — Very  good. 

KiTOHENEB.— Quite  good,  on  the  whole,  you  are  improving. 
You  should  have  ignited  to  remove  the  oxalate,  however,  before 
taking  through  Groups  III.  to  IV.  ;  this  was  a  serious  error, 
and  would  have  produced  very  unfortunate  results  in  the  case 
of  some  mixtures.  You  should  have  given  rather  more  detail 
in  the  quantitative  determination  and  Jiave  confirmed  the 
oxalate  a  little  more  fully;  it  is  best  to  use  calcium  sulphate 
solution  in  testing  for  oxalate  in  presence  of  much  sulphate. 
If  calcium  chloride  is  used,  calcium  sulphate  is  very  likely  to 
be  precipitated  and  mistaken  for  oxalate :  the  most  conclusive 
test  for  oxalate  is  to  wash  the  calcium  precipitate  (obtained  from 
a  solution  containing  acetic  acid)  thoroughly,  dissolve  it  in 
dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  then  heat  and  add  permanganate. 

M.  lM.  D. — Your  preliminary  examination  was  incomplete ; 
you  did  not  give  the  appearance  of  the  substance  or  test  for 
borate.  You  should  also  give  far  more  confirmatory  tests,  and 
try  to  detect  some  of  the  impurities.  It  was  an  error  to  use 
hydrochloric  acid  in  dissolving  the  substance  for  the  quantita- 
tive determination;  permanganate  is  liable  to  act  upon 
hydrogen  chloride  in  a  hot  solution,  chlorine  being  produced  and 
too  high  a  titration  resulting. 

Paddy. — It  is  very  surprising  that  you  should  have  returned 
the  sulphate  as  only  a  trace;  you  had  better  test  the  mixture 
again,  if  you  have  any  of  it  left.  For  the  reason  given  above, 
your  result  for  the  oxalate  was  much  too  low.  These  two 
mistakes  cost  you  almost  all  the  marks  which  you  lost. 

RUBlDniM.— Evidently  you  are  not  at  all  famihar  with  the 
confirmatory  testa  for  tartrate ;  you  had  better  practise  them 
on  tartaric  acid  or  a  tartrate ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  mistake 
you  would  have  done  very  well.  Your  report,  hovj-ever,  might 
be  arranged  rather  more  neatly.  Confirmatory  tests  should  not 
be  mixed  up  with  the  group  separations,  but  should  be  given 
in  a  separate  part  of  the  report.  It  is  also  rather  better  to 
aiTange  the  examination  for  bases  in  tabular  form.  Otherwise, 
very  good. 

Cabdi. — ^The  potassium  w;ui  only  a  minute  trace,  did  you 
use  tico  thicknesses  of  blue  glass  in  observing  the  flame?.  One 
thickness  is  of  very  little  use.  Also,  the  chloride  was  only  very 
small;  probably  you  did  not  use  sufficient  nitric  acid;  silver 
oxalate  is  not  at  all  readily  soluble  in  weak  nitric  acid.  The 
chlorine  you  obtained  on  heating  with  manganese  dioxide  and 
sulphuric  acid  was  probably  chiefly  derived  from  chloride  in  the 
manganese  dioxide,  as  the  commercial  variety  of  the  latter 


nearly  always  contains  this  impurity.  Coneidering  that  you 
determined  the  soluble  oxalate  only,  your  quantitative  result  Was 
inexplicably  high. 


EXERCISE   FOR   THIS  MONTH. 


Examine  qualitatively  the  given  mixture,  which  contains  not 
more  than  three  substances,  and  determine  the  proportion  of 
it  which  is  soluble  in  cold  water.  Applications  for  the  material 
provided,  together  with  stamped  addressed  envelopes,  must  bo 
received  by  the  Editor  not  later  than  July  19,  and  reports  on 
the  work  c?ent  in  by  Augiist  2. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN  S. 


Answers  to  Questions. 

Ether  Poisoning  (Claim  foe  Compensation). 
On  July  5,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Keating,  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  (Sir  WorthingtoQ 
Evans)  admitted  that  Daniel  Baker,  an  Irish  munition  worker, 
had  died  from  ether  poisoning,  but  the  medical  evidence 
proved  that  Baker's  death  was  due  to  the  drinking  of  ether, 
not  to  the  inhalation  of  its  fumes.  Therefore,  the  case  did  not 
come  within  th§  operation  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act. 

The  Cultivation  of  Sugak  Beet. 
On  July  9,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Field,  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Duke)  explained  that  a  sum  of  £120,000  bad 
been  lent  from  the  Development  Fund  to  the  British  Beet  Sugar 
Growers'  Society  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  sugar-beet  industry  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  He  was  informed  that  sugar-beet  grown  on  ex- 
perimental plote  in  Ireland  compared  favourably  in  yield 
and  quality  with  that  grown  in  other  countries. 

Shale  Oil. 

On  July  9,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Joynson-Hicks,  the  Minister 
of  Munitions  (Dr.  Addison)  stated  that  a.s  a  result  of  steps 
which  had  been  taken,  there  had  been  an  increase,  which  was 
likely  to  be  augmented,  in  the  production  of  shale  oil  in 
Scotland 

Amendment  of  Insurance  Acts. 

It  is  understood  tliat  the  Insurance  Commissioners  have 
secured  the  general  agreement  of  approved  societies  on  a  Bill 
amending  the  National  Health  Insurance  administration.  They 
ihxDpe  to  introduce  it  before  the  House  rises  this  month,  and  to 
pass  it  in  the  autumn.  The  Bill  will  not  deal  with  the  financial 
position  of  Health  Insurance. 

War  Bread. 

Further  inquiries  about  war  bread  and  its  suggested  un- 
wholesomeness  appear  on  the  paper,  but  the  Ministry  of  Food 
has  made  it  clear  that  the  loaf  cannot  ibe  greatly  improved 
during  the  next  twelve  months. 

Ministry  of  Public  Health. 

'Xothing  more  has  been  said  ooncerninig  the  Ministry  of  Putlio 
Health,  but  Lord  Rhondda  is  understood  to  hold  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  promise  that  the  Bill  he  drafted  for  establishing  this 
(Ministry  shall  be  introduced  and  passed  through. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

It  will  be  lecalled  that  when  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Lord  Rhondda  also  pressed  on  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill. 

Official  Recognition  of  Bonesetters. 

Answering  Mr.  Joynson  Hicks  (U.,  Brentford),  Mr.  Macpher- 
son  (Under-Secretajy  for  War)  stated  on  Monday  that  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  found  that  the  War  Office  could  lawfully 
recognise  the  services  of  iKinesetters  and  manipulative  surgeons. 
The  opinion  of  the  General  Medical  Coimcil  was  to  be  taken 
l>efore  action. 


WILLS. 

Mr.  Alfred  Green,  of  BeJla  Vista.  Wakefield,  chemist  and 
druggist,  who  died  May  11  last,  aged  69  years,  left  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  £9,061  93.  6d. 

John  Bowen  Morgans. — Mr.  John  Bowen  Morgans,  of  West- 
pate  House,  Newport,  Pembroke,  retired  chemist,  who  died  May 
15  last,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  £1,176  Is.,  of  whicn. 
.£1,009  136.  5d.  is  net  personalty.  Probate  of  his  will,  dated 
December  1,  1916,  has  been  granted  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Evans,  to  whom  he  left  his  estate  absolutely. 
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BRITISH    PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE. 


FIFTY  FOURTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 


FOR  the  diiid  consecutive  year  the  British  Pharmaceajtioal 
Conferenc*  has  held  its  aruiual  meeting  in  the  Lecture 
Theatre  of  the  Phaimaoeutical  Society,  at  17,  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  The  operations  of  the  Conference  are 
darkeneS,  but  not  totally  ecUpsed,  by  the  lowering  horizon 
of  the  great  war,  and  it  is  still  strong  in  the  faith  that 
there  are  foregleams  in  the  outlook  that  presage  the 
'  -dawn  of  a  brighter  and  better  day.  in  which  the  scientific  in- 
terests and  aims  for  which  the  Conference  stands  will  come  into 
their  own.  The  Conference 
has  always  been  well  and 
faithfully  served  by  its  officers, 
and  can  boast  of  a  long  line  of 
Presidents  of  distinction  and 
renown,  all  of  whom  gave  even 
more  than  they  received  in  the 
yray  of  honour.  In  Mr.  C.  A. 
Hill  the  Conference  has  found 
«  President  who  aptly  and  ably 
embodies  and  expresses  the 
new  spirit  and  policy  of  the 
times,  which  seeks  a  closer 
working  partnership  between 
science  and  industry.  For  his 
resplendent  business  record  is 
a  striking  proof  of  the  fruitful 
ap»plication  of  scientific  know- 
ledge and  technique  to  prac- 
iical  and  administrative  affairs. 
As  the  grandson  of  Arthur 
Stephen  Hill,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  the  son  of  Arthur 
BowcUer  Hill,  formerly  an 
auditor  of  that  Society  and  a 
President  of  the  Drug  Club, 
he  combines  hereditary  talent 
and  transmitted  experience 
with  original  flowers.  He  ran 
«  brilliant  course  as  a  student 
in  the  Society's  School,  and 
completed  his  technical  train- 
ing in  the  Chemical  Labora- 
tory, St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
under  Professor  Dunstan ;  in 
the  Wheatston^  Physics 
Laboratory,  King's  College, 
under  Professor  Adams;  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Re- 
search Laboratory,  under  Pro- 
fessor Dunstan ;  and  in  Botany, 
under  the  late  Professor  Rey- 
nolds Green.  In  1894,  before 
he  came  of  age,  _Mr.  Hill 
mssed  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  examination  for 
A. I.e.,  and  also  the  Intermedi- 
ate London  B.Sc.,  taking  First 
Class  honours  in  Chemistry. 
In  1895  an  explosion  in  the  laboratory  inflicted  a  serious 
injury  on  one  of  hia  eyes,  which  compelled  suspension  of  study 
for  some  time.  The  "Minor"  and  the  'Major"  -were  both 
passed  in  1896,  while  the  final  B.Sc.  (Lond.)  was  taken  in  1904, 
liie  subjects  being  chemistry,  botany,  and  physics.  Mr.  Hill's 
business  career  dates  from  1897,  when  he  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Davy,  HLU,  and  Co.,  which  had  been  formed  by  the 
amalgamation  of  A.  S.  Hill  and  Son  with  Davy,  Yates,  and 
Hicks,  both  of  Southwark,  London.  In  1906,  Davy,  Hill,  and 
Co.  amalgamated  with  Hodgkinsons,  Clarke,  and  Ward,  to  con- 
stitute Davy,  Hill,  and  Hodgkinsons,  Ltd.,  of  which  concern 
Mr.  HiU  was  a  managing  director,  and  in  1908  he  formed, 
organised,  and  became  managing  director  of  the  huge  business 
now  everywhere  known  as  "The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.," 
which  occupies  a  leading  place  in  the  manufacture  of  B.P. 
chernicals  and  galenicals,  Mr.  HiU  having  specialised  in  the  pro- 
duction of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  of  a  hig'H  standard  of 
physical  and  chemical  purity. 

_  It  is  only  the  hard-working,  busy  man  who  can  find  or  make 
time  for  active  service  to  movements  outside  6f  professional 
business  life.  So  far  from  the  responsible  pomtion  which  he 
holds  in  his  f.rm  pre-occupying  Mr.  Hill  exclusively,  it  seems 
•only  to  have  whetted  his  appetite  and  seasoned  him  all  the 
more  thoroughly  for  the  many  'exacting  public  duties  he  has 


MR.  C.  A.  HILL. 


undertaken  and  overtaken  with  acceptance  and  address.  The 
foUowing  is  a  list  of  some  of  th©  more  important  of  the  appoint- 
ments Mr.  Hni  has  held,  or  holds: — Member  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  of  Reference  in  Pharmacy,  through 
which,  on  his  initiative,  his  modification  of  the  Gutzeit  test  for 
arsenic  and  his  suggestions  for  arsenic  and  lead  limits  in  phar- 
maceuticar  chemicals  were  incorporated  in  the  B.P.,  1914; 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  C'hemi.stry,  past 
member  and  now  Vice-President  of  the  Council  of  th©  Society 

of  Public  Analysts,  Fellow  of 
the  Chemical  Society  and 
member  of  the  Council,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Drug  Club  for 
four  years,  a  record  since  th© 
death  of  Mr.  Barron;  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  British  Chemical 
Manufacturers,  member  of 
various  special  Committees, 
e.g..  Advisory  Cornmittee  on 
the  rebate  of  the  surtax  on 
immature  spirit,  member  of 
the  Committee  of  experts 
nominated  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  report  on 
the  supply  of  essen.tial  drugs 
to  Lord  Balfour's  Committee 
on  Commercial  and  Industrial 
Policy,  member  of  the  Phar- 
maoeutioal  Society's  Scientific 
.Advisory  Committee,  member 
lA  the  Emergency  Committee 
of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  dealing  with  such 
subjects  as  spirit  and  prohibi- 
tion on  the  export  of  drugs, 
and  Chairman  of  the  _  Drug 
and  Pharmacy  Sub-section  of 
the  Chemical  Trade  Section  of 
the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  immense  range,  variety, 
and  practical  value  of  Mr. 
Hill's  original  scientific  work 
are  suggested  rather  than  re- 
vealed in  the  long  list  of  pub- 
lished papers  of  which  he  is 
the  author.  A  list  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  of  the  more 
important  of  these,  from  1896 
until  now,  includes  reports  of 
investigations  made  by  him  for 
the  Pharmaoopaeia  Committee 
of  Reference,  the  richly  sug- 
gestive and  instructive  lecture 
given  before  ,the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  on  "  The  Function 
and  Scope  of  the  Chemist  in 
a  Pharmaceutical  Works  ";  a 
London  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
'  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


\aluable  paper  read  before  the 

maceutical  Conference  in  1913  on      jl.id  j.^^^   ""•i'^ — 

from  th©  Point  of  View  of  the  Wholesale  Druggist  "  ;  a  striking 
exposition  of  the  subject  of  "The  Relation  of  Wholesaler  to 
Retailer,"  given  before  the  North  London  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation in  1914;  an  elaborate  and  authoritative  report  from  the 
laboratory  of  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  on  "  Pharmaceutical 
Chemical  Standards,"  comprising  examination  for  lead  and 
arsenic  of  many  hundreds  of  samples  of  ninety-six  different 
pharmaceutical  chemicals,  in  itself  a  monumental  work  of  unique 
value;  and,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  T.  D.  Morson,  a  timely  aid 
constructive  paper  on  "The  Manufacture  of  Fine  Chemicals  an 
Relation  to  British  Chemical  Industry,"  read  before  the  1916 
ajmual  meeting  in  Edinburgh  of  th©  Society  of  Chemical 
Indu-stry.  Mr.  Hill's  doctrine  as  regards  tho  ideal  of  co-opera- 
tion between  wholesaler  and  retailer,  which  received  fresh  and 
forcible  treatment  in  his  Presidential  address  to  the  Conference, 
is  thus  concisely  and  clearly  stated  in  his  paper  on  "The  Rela- 
tion of  Wholesaler  to  Retailer " : —  .  i  i.  -i 
"  The  orthodox  wholesale  druggist,  phis  th©  orthodox  retail 
pharmacist,  together  constitute  a  unit  adequate  for  the  supply 
of  orthodox  drugs  to  th©  community."  It  is  not  withm  tha 
powers  of  anv  mere  artist  in  words,  however  facile  at  his  craft, 
to  limn  any  human  dwracter  in  a  sentence.    At  the  best,  tho 
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poiforinance  must  be  crude  and  clumsy.  But  if  any  lormula 
can  be  found,  even  approximately,  to  fit  the  case,  and  suggest, 
however  faintly,  the  essential  individuality,  or  "  personal 
equation,"  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill,  it  must  be  to  the  effect  that  in 
him  there  subsists  the  rare,  but  invincible,  conjunction  and 
correlation  of  the  man  of  ideas,  who  "  looks  before  and  after," 
and  the  man  of  action  who  makes  the  ideas  materialise. 

THE  MEETING. 

The  Conference  was  held  on  Wednesday,  July  11,  in  the 
Lecture  Theatre  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London. 

List  of  Delegates  Appointed  to  Attend  the  London  Meeting. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  delegate.s  :  — 
Pharvinceutical  Society  of  Great  Brilain.—The  President  (Mr.  Edmund 

White),  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  E.  T.  Neathcrcoat),  Messrs.  J.  H. 

Cu«,  W.  L.  Currie,  R.  L.  Gifford,  J.  P.  Harrington,  A.  H.  Jenkin,  J. 

Keall,  P.  F.  Rowsell,  F.  P.  Sargeant,  H.  Skinner. 
The  PhaTTitaceutieal  Society  {North  British  Branch).— The  Chairman  (Mr. 

David  GilmcHit),  Messrs.  W.  Giles,  J.  H.  Fisher,  W.  li.  Currie,  T 

Guthrie. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Societii  of  Ireland.— The  PieaiAent  (Mr.  James  Tate), 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  Michie),  Dr.  A.J.  Barnes. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  A»soeiation.—Dr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  Messrs.  W.  P' 
Hay,  W.  Giles,  J.  P.  Kav. 

Aberdeenshire  (West)  Pharmacists'  Association. — Mr.  J.  R.  Reith. 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists.— Miss  M.  E.  Buchanan. 

County  of  Essex  Association  of  Pharmacists,— Messts.  C:  Goode,  J.  H. 
Matthews. 

County  of  Surrey  Association  of  Pharmacists.— Measis,  W.  Bowden,  Vf.  H. 
Fowler. 

Devon  Pharmaceutical  Association  Messrs.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  P.  F' 

Rowsell. 

Dover  Chemists'  Association, — Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association.— M.X.  W.  L.  Currie. 
Leeds  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  P.  P.  Sargeant. 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association, — Messrs.  W.  P.  Evans,  H.  Hsmphreys 
Jones. 

Kottinghan  Pharmacists'  Asiociatiott, — Mr.  E.  Waring. 

London  County  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  J.  Keall,  H.  Skinner, 

A.  H.  Jenkin,  W.  C.  Sayers,  W.  E.  D.  Shirtliff,  A.  R.  Melhuish, 

A.  R.  Keith,  G.  A.  Tocher. 
London  (East)  Pharmai'ists'  Association. — Mr.  A.  R.  Keith. 

London  (North)  Pharmacists'  Association  Messrs.  A.  H.  Jenkin,  H.  Skinner 

London  (South-Easterji)  PharmMcists'  Association, — Messrs.  C.  Happold,  J 

Milner,  W.  C.  Sayers,  A.  J.  Wing. 
London  (Western)  Pharmacists'  Association  Messrs.  0,  H.  Hampshire,  C.  A. 

Noble,  H.  R.  Procter,  W.  E.  D.  Shirtliff. 
Portsmouth  Pharmacists'  Association.— Mi;  T.  0.  Barlow. 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society, — Messrs.  H.  Antoliffe,  E. 

Preston. 

West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Association  of 
Pharmacists,— M»s&rs.  J.  Kirkpatrick,  F.  W.  Gwinn. 

Address  of  Welcome. 

Mr.  Edmund  White,  in  bidding  the  members  and  delegates 
welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
expressed  lively  pleasure  that  they  were  able  to  offer  the 
hospitality  of  their  premises  on  this  occasion.  They  regretted 
that  the  prolongation  of  the  war  compelled  the  Conference  to 
meet  under  such  circumstances,  but  he  fervently  hoped 
that  by  next  year  they  would  be  free  to  assemble  under  more 
propitious  conditions  in  one  of  the  centres  which  was  eagerly 
waiting  to  receive  them. 

The  PREsroENT  (Mr.  C.  A.  Hill),  on  behalf  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  returned  cordial  thanks  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its  President  for  onoe  more  so 
hospitably   accommodating  the  Conference. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Beknett  (Hon.  Secretary)  announced  that 

Apologies  for  Absence 

had  been  received  from: — Sir  Edward  Evans,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Wells,  Dr.  F.  J.  Tocher,  M'r.  T.  O.  Barlow,  Major  E.  Saville 
Peck,  Mr.  W.  Gowen  Cross,  Mr.  W.  Giles,  Mr.  W.  Kirkby, 
Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Mr.  T.  Browne,  Mr.  R.  P.  Rees,  Mr.  J. 
Tate  (President  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland),  Mr.  E.  H. 
Farr.  Dr.  David  Hooper, -Dr.  A.  J.  Barnee,  Captain  Horace 
Finnemore,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mather,  Mr. 
T.  Guthrie,  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews,  Mr.  J.  Milner,  Mr.  T. 
Stephenson,  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce,  and  Mr.  S.  Hogg 

Attendance  Book. 

The  following  signed  the  Attendanee  Book  : — 
Baker,  C^A.;  Cosham,  Hants     |       Ttremridge,  R.;  Londsn 


Bell,  J.;  Tjondon 
Braithwaite,  Miss  D.:  London 


Ri  cwis,  E.  T.:  Liondoa 
Browne,  W.;  London 


Currie,  W.  L.;  Glasgow 
Deane,  H.;  Long  Melford 
Evans,  W.  P.;  Liverpool 
Fisher,  J.  H.;  Dunfermline 
Francis,  A.;  London 
Gadd,  H.  W.;  Exeter 
Oilmour,  J.  P.;  London 
Greenish,  Prof.  H.  G.;  London 
Qunn,  A.;  London 
Hampshire,  C.  H.;  London 
Hili,  G.  A.;  London 
Holmes,  E.  M.;  London 
Howard  J.  Lloyd  ;  London 
Howie,  W.  L.;  London 
Idris,  T.  H.  W.;  London 
Jones,  H.  H.;  Liverpool 
Keall,  J.;  London 
Keith,  A.  R.;  London 

Wright,  H 


Kerr,  E.  M.;  London 
Knight,  G.J. ;  London 
Leseher,  T.  E.;  London 
Lloyd,  Isaac  T.;  London 
Macdonald,  A .;  London 
Mackenzie,  D.;  London 
Mallinson,  G.  A.;  London 
Melhuish,  A.  R.;  London 
Naylor,  W.  A.  H.;  London 
Pratt,  W.  R.;  Londen 
Skinner,  H.;  London 
Smith,  Prof,  H.  L.;  London 
Solomon,  A.  H.;  London 
Tocher,  G.  A.;  London 
Want,  W.  P.;  London 
Waring,  E.  8.;  Nottingham 
Wooloook,  W.  J.  U.;  London 
Wright,  A.;  London 
London. 


The  Presidential  Address. 

Mr.  V.  A.  Hill  then  delivered  the  address,  the  first  instal- 
ment of  which  is  printed  on  page  15. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  a«  the  Senior  Vice-President  of  the  Con- 
ference, in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  bis 
address,  described  the  former  as  the  real  exponent  of  sudh  », 
subject,  because  of  his  unique  knowledge  and  experience  of 
all  branches  of  medicine  supply,  not  merely  in  virtue  of  bis 
position  as  chief  of  a  great  manufacturing  and  wholesale  businees, 
but  in  virtue  of  his  uncommon  powers  of  observation  and  crifcioal 
acumen.  He  had  watched  Mr.  Hill's  marvellous  progress  from 
studentship  onwards  with  admiring  interest.  On  the  point  of 
the  difficulty  of  discriminating  between  the  so-called  essential 
and  non-essential  drugs  he  was  entirely  of  Mr.  Hill's  opinion. 
As  regards  the  neglect  of  pharmacy  by  the  Government,  it 
was  now  rumoured  that  through  the  Food  Controller  it  waa 
about  to  deal  with  pharmacists  as  "  profiteers,"  but  he  hardly 
thought  there  was  much  scope  for  Lord  fiJiondda's  disciplinary 
interference  in  this  field.  When  they  considered  that  Mr.  Hill 
was  engrossed  in  business  cares  and  responsibilities  of  much 
magnitude,  it  would  enable  them  better  to  appreciate  th* 
merit  of  his  service  to  them  in  preparing  and  delivering  an 
address  which  would  prove  of  the  highest  practical  value  lor 
subsequent  reference. 

Mr.  J  C.  Umnet,  in  seconding  the  motion,  paid  a  warm 
tribute  to  Mr,  C.  A.  Hill,  alike  as  a  straight-dealing  business 
competitor  and  a  scientific  expert.  It  had  been  his  good  for- 
tune to  be  associated  with  him  for  many  years,  and  they  had 
always  worked  together  in  the  closest  fellowship.  The  discourse 
with  which  Mr.  Hill  had  favoured  them  suggested  a  very  fine 
idea  indeed  for  the  coalition  of  wholesale  and  retail  interests, 
as  affected  by  Government  policy.  No  one  knew  better,  or  had 
been  in  closer  touch,  than  himself,  with  the  difficulties  wilii- 
which  all  sides  of  pharmacy  had  been  beset  since  the  outbreak 
of  war,  and  he  felt  certain  that  much  hardship  and  vexation 
might  have  been  prevented  if  only  they  had  had  a  strong  ioint 
consultative  board  to  represent  and  press  the  claims  of  whole- 
sale and  retail  pharmacy.  Mr.  Hill's  sunnostion  was  a  capital 
one,  and  he  hoped  it  would  secure  the  support  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Natloe  then  put  the  proposal  to  the  meeting, 
and  it  was  passeJ  with  acclamation. 

The  President,  having  briefly  acknowledged  the  comphment, 
then  called  upon  the  Hon.  SECHETAiir  (Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett),  who^ 
presented : — 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett  read  the  report,  as  follows : — 

In  presenting  the  fifty-fourth  Annual  Report,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  desire  to  express  their  indebtedness  to  the 
pharnvficists  of  Liverpool  for  having  invited  the  Conference 
to  hold  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Liverpool  this  year,  and 
while  regretting  that  it  has  not  been  possible  for  the  Con- 
ference to  avail  itself  of  this  proffered  hospitality,  the 
Committee  venture  to  hope  that  the  privilege  of  meeting 
in  Liverpool  may  be  realised  in  the  near  future. 

On  the  present  accasion  it  has  been  thought  that  the  only_ 
course  open  was  to  foUow  the  precedent  of  laet  year,  and 
to  confine  the  scope  of  the  Annual  Meeting  to  the  delivery 
of  the  Presfdential  Address,  and  to  conducting  the  more 
formal  affairs  of  the  Conference. 

During  the  past  year  the  activities  of  the  Practice 
Section  of  the  Conference  have  been  suspended,  and  tihe 
Conference  Development  Sub-Committee  has  not  met,  but 
the  Research  Sub-Conmiittee  has  revised  the  Conference 
Research  List,  although  it  is  realised  that  the  progress  of 
ordinary  pharmaceutical  research  has  been  greatly  checked 
by  the  preoccupation  in  Military  and  National  Service  of 
a  considerable  number  of  the  members  of  the  Conference. 

Two  scientific  papers  have  been  contributed  to  the  pre- 
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oojit  meeting,  and  to  the  authors  of  these  papers  cordial 
thanks  are  due. 

Despite  adverse  conditions,  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
maintain  the  standard  of  the  '  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy,'  and 
in  this  connection  the  Executive  desire  to  put  on  record 
tWeir  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the  Editor,  Mr.  J.  O. 
Braithwaite,  and  the  Compiler  of  the  New  Remedies 
Section.  Mr.  T.  Stephenson. 

To  the  members  of  the  Conference  who  are  servmg  in 
H.M.  Forces  at  home  and  abroad  the  Executive  send- 
greetings. 

The  death  of  the  following  members  has  to  be  reported : — 
Mr.  Charles  Umnev  (London),  a  Foundation  member,  who 
was  Vice-President' from  1881  to  1883,  Honorary  Treasurer 
from  1884  to  1888,  and  President  when  the  Conference 
visited  Newcastle-on-Tyne  in  1889  and  Leeds  in  1890.  Mr. 
Francis  Sutton  (Norwich),  a  Foundation  member,  who  was 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Committee  when  the  Conference 
visit-ed  Norwich  in  1868,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  from  1868  to  1873.  Mr.  David  Howard 
(London),  a  Foundation  member.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen 
(London),  a  former  Vice-President.  Captain  and  Adjutant 
W.  G.  Saunders,  of  the  King's  Liverpool  Regiment,  who 
has  been  killed  in  action.  Lieut.  C.  F.  Carr,  of  the  Sher- 
wood Foresters,  who  has  died  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Mr.  E.  R.  Allen  (London),  Mr.  G.  D.  Mackay  (Edinburgh), 
Mr.  R.  Cuthbert  (Huddersfield),  Mr.  W.  Hayhoe  (Bourne- 
mouth), Mr.  S.  Kay  (Stockport).  Mr.  A.  Middleton  (Not- 
tingham), Mr.  R.  F.  Young  (New  Barnet),  Mr.  G.  Watkins 
(Brisbane),  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  (London),  Mr.  John  Platts 
(Birmingham),  Mr.  James  Hector  Barnes,  Imperial  Agricul- 
tural Chemist  to  the  Government  of  India ;  Mr.  Reginald 
Ismay  '(Xewcastle-on-Tyne).  Local  Treasurer  when  the  Con- 
ference visited  Newcastle  in  1909. 

In  conclusion,  the  Executive  desire  to  thank  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  making  provision  for 
the  meetings  of  the  Executive  during  the  year,  and  also 
for  providing  accommodation  for  the  present  Annual 
Meeting. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Gadd,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
remarked  that  while  it  was  a  short  one,  and,  in  some  respects, 
a  melancholy  document,  it  was  a  testimony  to  two  reassuring 
facts,  namely,  that  in  some  sort  the  Conference  was  carrying  on 
and  preserving  its  continuity.  In  these  days,  when,  despite  the 
distractions  of  war,  much  attention  was  being  given  to  pro- 
posals for  educational  reconstruction,  it  was  more  manifest  than 
ever  that  in  its  own  sphere  the  Conference  had  still  a  great  work 
to  do. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idbis,  who  briefly  seconded  the  motion,  spoke 
appreciatively  of  the  manner  in  which  th-j  Executive  had  con- 
ducted the  affairs  of  the  Conference  under  very  trying  con- 
ditions. 

The  Ch.^IBMAN  put  the  motion  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer's  Report. 

Mr.  D.  Lloyd  Howabd,  in  submitting  his  report,  pointed  out 
that,  comparing  the  preserrt  with  last  year's  report,  it  would 
be  noticed  th't  the  receipts  were  almost  exactly  the  same.  The 
revenue  from  subscriptions  was  rather  better,  but  the  sales  of 
the  Year-Book  were  not  quite  so  eood.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
r-xponditure  was  substantially  higher,  the  chief  cause  of  the 
advance  being  the  inevitably  increased  cost  of  production  of  the 
'  Ye>a<r-Book,'  an  outlay  which  would  certainly  be  no  less  for 
1917.  They  finished  the  year  with  a  balance  of  £83  lOs.,  as 
against  £127  lOs.  6d.  for  the  previous  year.  If  the  subscription 
revenue  were  maintained  at  the  normal  level,  this  should  be 
sufficient  to  tide  them  over,  but  it  was  desirable  that  an  individual 
effort  should  be  made  to  retain  old  members  and  Snrol  new 
ones.  Receipts  to  date  had  only  amounted  to  £240,  against 
£255  last  year.  There  had  been  no  grant  from  the  Bell  and 
Hills  Fund  for  the  year,  so  that  this  fund  was  accumulating, 
and  the  Research  Fund  remained  intact.  As  regards  the  falling 
off  of  subscriptions,  thia  might  not  mean  anything  seriou.s,  but 
merely  that  members  weie  more  dilatory  in  paying  than  last 
year.  He  ventured  to  remind  members  that  7s.  6d.  was  the 
minimum,  not  the  maximum,  subscription,  and  if  all  who  could 
fford  to  do  so  contributed  a  larger  amount,  they  might  be  sure 
it  would  be  money  well  spent. 

Mr.  W.  L.  CuRME,  in  proposing  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
commended  it  as  a  highly  satisfactory  one.  He  hoped  members 
would  give  heed  to  the  Treasurer's  reminder  and  subscribe 
more  than  7s.  6d.  Indeed,  he  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  -ubscription  rate  should  be  10s.  6d.  They  were  all  exceed- 
ing! v  indf  bt(-d  to  Mr.  Howard  for  the  thrift  and  zeal  with  which 
he  liusbandf-d  thf  finances  of  the  Conference. 

Mr.  W.  Brownk  secor)de<l  the  motion,  which  was  tlien  put  to 
the  meeting  and  carried  unanimously. 


The  Twice  Repeated  Invitation  to  Liverpool. 

Mr.  William  P.  Evans,  as  President  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association,  conveyed  on  ita  behalf  the  renewed  in- 
vitation to  the  Conference  to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  Liver- 
pool, on  condition  that  the  war  was  over  in  time  to  permit  of 
the  necessary  arrangements  being  made  for  1918.  He  esteemed 
it  a  high  honour  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  invitation,  and  in 
the  name  of  Liverpool  pharmacists  he  could  undertake  to 
make  the  meeting  a  success,  although,  under  the  Presidency 
of  Mr.  Hill,  he  felt  that  that  was  assured  beforehand. 

Mr.  H.  Humphreys  Jones,  in  supporting  the  invitation,  re- 
marked, humorously,  that  this  being  the  third  time  he  had 
come  on  the  same  errand  he  felt  rather  timorous  about  appear- 
ing alone,  and  hence  he  bad  persuaded  Mr.  Evans  to  desist 
from  piling  up  excess  profits  for  a  day  or  two  and  act  as 
chief  spokesrnan  for  the  Liverpool  chemists  in  this  connection. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Conference  woidd  be  able  to 
meet  in  Liverpool  next  year,  and  in  that  event  he  knew  that 
it  would  be  a  pleasure  and  delight  to  Liverpool  pharmacists 
to  receive  it  in  a  manner  worthy  alike  of  the  Conference 
and  of  the  "  capital  of  Wales."  He  was  disappointed  that  it 
had  been  impossible  for  the  Conference  to  visit  Liverpool  this 
year,  when  they  had  in  the  person  of  Lord  Mayor  Muspratt 
a  captain  of  chemical  industry. 

The  Peesident,  who  took  it  to  be  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting 
that  the  invitation  should  be  gratefully  accepted,  referred  to 
the  persistence  with  which  the  invitation  was  pressed  as  a 
proof  that  their  Liverpool  friends  really  wanted  to  have  them. 
He  could  assure  them  that  the  members  of  the  Conference  all 
keenly  desired  to  have  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Liverpool, 
and  when  they  did  get  there,  from  what  they  knew  of  Mr. 
Evans  and  the  Liverpool  pharmacists,  they  might  look  forward 
to  having  a  right  royal  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Ransom,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Keall,. 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  appoint  the  following 

Officers  for  1917-1918. 

President,  C.  A.  Hill;  Vice-Presidents,  H.  G.  Greenish,  E.  F. 
Harrison,  W.  P.  Evans,  Edmund  White,  G.  Whitfield,  J.  Tate  : 
Hon,  Treasurer,  D.  Lloyd  Howard ;  Hon.  Local  Secretary,  H. 
Humphreys  Jones ;  Hon.  Secretaries,  H.  Finnemore,  R.  R. 
Bennett;  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  T.  O.  Barlow, 
H.  Deane,  F.  W.  Gamble,  C.  H.  Hampshire,  A.  R.  Melhuish. 
H.  Skinner,  H.  L.  Smith.  T.  Stephenson,  H.  Wyatt ;  Auditors, 
W.  F.  GuUiver,  W.  L.  Howie. 

The  members  of  th*  Conference  then  adjourned  to  the  Hol- 
born  Restaurant  for  luncheon,  and  an  exceptionally  pleasant 
and  profitable  Sessioij  of  Conference  was  brought  to  a  close. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


ABERDEEN. — A  mectmg  of  the  Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  in  Gordon's  College  on  June  29  to  con- 
sider the  re-forming  of  the  Junior  Association,  which  has  not 
met  .since  war  was  declared,  owing  to  the  majority  of  its 
members  joining  the  Forces.  After  considerable  discussion  it 
was  agreed  to  carry  on  the  Association  as  formerly,  and  a 
representative  committee  was  appointed.  An  outing  has  been 
arranged  for  July  25  to  Bridge  of  Don,  meeting  at  Castle 
Street  at  2.30  p.m. 


BRADFORD.— The  Bradford  Pharmacists'  Association  had 
their  second  annual  ramble  on  June  4,  a  party  of  42  members 
and  guests  taking  tranicar  for  Allertoii,  whence  they  walked, 
by  way  of  Sandy  Lane  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  charming 
Harden  Valley,  to  the  old  market  town  of  Bingley,  where  they 
had  tea  in  one  of  the  modern  cafes  which  have  been  established 
there  since  the  Bradford  tramways  were  extended  so  far  as  the 
town.  The  President  fMr.  R.  T.  Silson)  presided  at  table, 
and  extended  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  guests.  Home  was 
reached  between  8.30  and  9,  after  a  most  enjoyable  half-day. 


MANCHESTER.— At  a  Council  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  on  .luly  4,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bygott 
was  co-opted  in  place  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Delve,  who  recently 
resigned. 


SHEFFIELD. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  was  held  on  July  4,  when 
the  report  and  the  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past  year  were 
adopted.^ — A  donation  of  £10  10s.  was  vot«d  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. — An  attempt  is  to  be  made 
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to  obtain  representation  on  the  Local  Committee  dealing  with 
the  administration  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act,  as  also  on  the 
Committee  for  the  Promotion  of  Sheffield  Trade  after  the  AVar. 

SOUTH-EASTERN.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  South-East 
Loudon  Hiarmacists'  Association  was  held  on  June  26,  at  Mait- 
land  House,  Greenwich,  Mr.  A.  J.  Wing,  President,  in  the 
chair.  The  Theasueeb,  Mr.  Ralplh,  m  tendermg  Ihis  report, 
said  that  the  domestic  expenses  of  the  Association  during  the 
year  had  been  less  by  £3  2s.  than  the  year  previous,  but,  owing 
to  the  increased  levy  to  the  London  County  Executive  expenses 
and  the  cost  of  a  three  months'  trial  of  the  London  Retail  Price 
List,  the  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  was  only  lis.  ^  7d. 
During  the  year  109  memtoere  had  paid  their  subscriptions.— The 
Seceetaky  (Mr.  Milner)  reported  that  the  session  had  been  a 
successful  one  and  the  attendances  better  lihan  in  former  sessions, 
but  that  there  were  still  far  too  many  members  who  failed  to 
take  any  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  seldom 
or  never  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  meetings. — The  Peesident 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Wing),  in  delivering  bis  valedictory  address,  said  the 
objects  of  the  Association  as  set  forth  in  lihe  constitution  were 
scientific,  professional,  and  social,  and  he  was  "  wondering  which 
of  the  three  had  been  most  prominent  during  the  past  session." 
He  referred  to  the  'benefits  that  had  .accrued  to  pharmacy 
because  of  the  compulsory  closing,  and  he  said  that  if 
pharmacy  was  to  attract  the  most  suitable  men  still  sihorter 
bours  would  be  necessary.  The  report  was  adopted.  The  Com- 
mittee was  then  elected  for  the  coming  session,  the  old  members 
beuig  re-elected  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lockyer  (resigned), 
whose  place  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Fothergill,  of  B'orest 
Hill.  Messrs.  Wing  and  Milner  were  re-elected  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  and  Messrs.  Sayers  and  Siddle  to  the 
London  County  Executive.  Messrs.  Wing,  Haijpold,  tSayers,  and 
'Milner  were  elected  as  the  Association's  delegates  to  the  British 
Plharmaceutical  Conference,  1917.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  Association  adopt  tihe  British  and  Colonial  JPharmacist 
Minimum  Retail  Price  List  as  a  guide,  seiveral  members  express- 
ing their  appreciation  of  the  help  they  found  the  li.st  to  them  in 
their  business  life.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  o£  the 
Association  concluded  the  meeting. 

UCAL. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Ucal  Lodge  will  be 
held  at  Duke's  Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  July  18,  at  2.30 
p.m.  It  is  important  that  the  delegates  appointed  sihould  haive 
clear  views  and  some  ideas  from  the  London  Section  of  UcaUtes 
with  regard  to  the  federation  scheme,  which  is  to  be  discussed ; 
therefore  it  is  hoped  that  all  members  will  make  a  good  effort  to 
be  present. 

WOMEN  PHARMACISTS.— The  annual  business  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  of  Women  Pharmacists  was  held 
at  Dr.  Williams'  Library,  Gordon  Square,  on  July  3, 
Miss  Buchanan,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of 
the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
Secretary  announced  that  as  the  number  of  retiring  officers 
■was  not  exceeded  by  nominations  there  was  no  contested  elec- 
tion. The  Secretary's  report  showed  a  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  members ;  the  Employment  Secretai-y  stated  that,  in 
spite  of  the  scarcity  of  qualified  women  and  the  great  demand 
for  them  throughout  the  country,  she  had  been  able  to  arrange 
for  a  locum  tenens  for  each  member  of  the  A.W.P.  The  Trea- 
surer's report  showed  a  favourable  balance. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Cocaine  Prosecutioos  at  Leeds. 

At  tlie  Leeds  Police  Court,  on  July  4,  before  Mr.  C.  M. 
Atkinson,  Stipendiary,  Doctors  Robertson  and  Pickles  and 
Messrs.  Preston,  Johnson,  and  Kirk,  pharmacists,  Leeds,  were 
summoned  for  prescribing  and  selling  cocaine  otherwise  than 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations  contained  in  the  Cocaine 
Order.  There  were  also  four  summonses  against  Mr.  F.  C. 
Kilner,  Mr.  Preston's  manager.  Mr.  CliS'ord  Dunn,  Tovyn 
Clerk,  prosecuted  for  the  Police,  Mr.  Scriven.  solicitor,  repre- 
sented Dr.  Robertson,  and  the  pharmacist-defendants,  other 
than  Mr.  Kirk,  were  represented  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby,  London, 
on  behalf  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association.  Mr.  Kirk  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Warren,  solicitor 

Dr.  Robertson's  case  was  taken  first.  After  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion betwien  the  solicitors  and  the  Magistrate  as  to  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  take  all  the  cases  together,  the 
Magistrate  deoided,  on  Mr.  Scriven's  suggestion,  that  Dr. 
Robertson's  case  be  dealt  with  first.  Mr.  Dunn  stated  that  Dr. 
Robertson   had  contravened   the  Order  on  several  dates  by 


writing  proscript'ons  ordering  cocaine  of  a  strength  "leater 
than  one  in  a  thousand  without  (a)  signing  the  proscription  in 
tull,  (b)  Ujttaching  his  qualifications  and  address,  and  (c)  without 
adding  the  words  "Not  to  be  repeated."— Mr.  Scriven  said 
that  three  of  the  prescriptions  wore  not  within  the  scope  of 
the  Order  at  all,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  others  no  possible 
harm  oould  have  been  done,  as  the  chemist  who  dispensed  had 
retained  the  prescriptions.  He  considered  that,  even  in  the 
case  of  the  other  two,  the  offences  against  the  Order  were  of  a 
purely  technical  and  unimportant  character.  In  three  of  the 
proscriptions,  liquid  extract  of  coca  was  ordered,  and  he  sub- 
mitted that  the  poUce  had  made  a  mistake  in  inteapreting 
either  the  meaning  of  the  Order  or  the  amount  of  cocaine  pre- 
scribed. For  example,  one  of  the  prescriptions  ordered  3  drachms 
of  tlie  liquid  extract,  together  with  3  drachms  potassium  bromide, 
li  drachms  sodiimi  salicylate,  and  30  grains  of  cafifeine,  to  be 
made  up  to  8  oz,  with  diloroform  water.  He  was  instructed 
that  the  proportion  of  liquid  extract  of  coca  represented  some- 
thing like  0.01  per  cent,  cocaine,  whereas  the  conditions  of  the 
Order  provided  for  as  much  as  0.1  per  cent,  being  prescribed 
without  the  Order  applying.  Mr.  Dunn  said  that,  according 
to  his  instructions,  the  latter  quantity  was  exceeded,  and  he 
read  from  the  Order  as  follows:  — 

"  The  expression  cocaine  includes  all  preparations,  salts, 
derivatives,  or  admixtures  prepared  tiierefrom  or  therewith 
and  containing  01  per  cent,  (one  part  in  a  thousand)  or  more 
of  the  drug,  or  any  solid  or  liquid  extract  of  the  coca  leaf 
containing  01  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  drug." 
Ho  added  that  the  officer  who  had  instnacted  him  was  of 
opinion  that;  there  was  more  than  O'l  per  cent,  in  the  mixture. 
— ^The  Magistrate  asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  word 
'■  drug  "  in  the  latter  half  of  the  above  sentence,  and  at  first 
seemed  inclined  to  think  that  it  meant  liquid  extract  of  coca. 
— Mr.  Scriven  said  he  was  horrified  to  hear  that  opinion  expressed. 
His  own  opinion,  and  that  of  tho.se  who  were  acting  with  him. 
was  that  the  word  "  drug  "  meant  exactly  the  same  in  the 
latter  lialf  of  the  sentence  as  it  did  in  the  first  half,  namely, 
(-■ocaine. — At  this  jxjint  Mr.  Dunn  said  he  would  accept  Mr. 
Scriven's  view,  and,  after  a  few  minutes'  conversation  with 
the  defending  solicitors,  he  decided  to  ask  the  Magistrate's 
permission  to  withdraw  the  whole  of  the  simmnonses.  He  added 
that  the  object  of  the  prosecution  would  be  served  in  calling 
the  attention  of  doctors  and  chemists  to  the  regulations. — Mr. 
Scriven  and  Mr.  Kirby  concurred,  and  Mr.  Kirby,  addressing 
the  Magistrate,  said  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  his 
ruling  on  the  point  as  to  what  was  meant  by  the  word  "  drug  " 
in  the  Order,  but  that  if  Mr.  Dunn's  suggestion  were  adopted 
it  would  :iot  now  be  necessary  to  argue  that  point.  He  added 
that  no  mischief  had  been  done  by  any  of  the  lapses  complained 
of,  as  a  clear  record  had  been  kept  of  all  the  sales  and  as  no 
repetition  of  the  prescriptions  could  have  been  obtained  by 
the  patients  without  further  orders  from  the  doctors.  The 
identification  of  prescriber  aimed  at  by  the  Order  was  cloarly 
possible  in  every  one  of  these  cases.  &ome  of  the  prescriptions 
were  under  the  Insura-nce  Act,  and  the  learned  Magistrate  would 
know  that  it  was  part  of  the  legal  procedure  for  the  chemist 
to  retain  all  such,  prescriptions.  As  regards  the  liquid  extract 
of  coca  prescriptions,  the  amount  of  cocaine  contained  in  the 
mixtures  was  only  aboul  1  in  3,800,  as  compared  mth  the  figures 
in  the  Order  of  one  in  a  thousand. 

The  Magistrate:  I  will  not  interfere  with  the  arrangement 
entered  into,  which  I  consider  amply  fulfils  the  aims  of  justice, 
whilst  calling  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 
There  is  no  aspersion  whatever  on  the  character  or  reputation 
of  either  the  doctors  or  the  chemists,  and  I  will  therefore  allow 
the  defendants  the  benefit  of  the  Probationers  Act  and  allow  the 
summonses  to  be  withdrawn.  I  would  like  it  to  be  understood, 
however,  that  if  subsequent  offences  are  brought  before  me  I 
will  certainly  inflict  penalties. 

During  the  hearing  of  the  cases  Mr.  Dunn  'read  a  letter 
which  had  just  been  received  from  the  Home  Office  intimating 
that  important  modifications  were  about  to  be  issued,  which 
would  considerably  alter  the  obligations  of  both  prescribers  and 
dispensers.  The  Magistrate  stated  that  if  these  regulations  had 
been  issued  a  little  earlier  there  would  have  'been  no  need  for 
the  present  summonses. 

Hastings  Boating  Tournament.— A  rink  of  pharmacists  ha.« 
been  entered  for  the  Hastings  Boating  Tournament,  whicih  open-- 
August  27.  It  is  hoped  to  ejiter  more  than  one  rink,  and  all 
can  take  part  in  the  single-handed  compvetition.  Will  pharma- 
cists who  can  be  in  Hastings  for  the  week  beginning  on  tho 
above  date  communicate  with  G.  'Duncan  Bowie,  M.P.S.,  155, 
Farringdon  Road,  E.C. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 

GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thttbsday,  July  12. 
There  is  a  fair  amount  of  inquiry,  and,  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  business  is  good.  One  of  the  causes  of  the 
recent  easier  tendency  of  Tartaric  and  Citric  Acids  is  said  to 
ibe  the  shortage  of  sugar  and  the  consequent  decreased  output 
of  effervescent  salines. 


Higher. — ^American  Peppermint  Oil,  Star  Apiseed  Oil,  Olove 
Oil,  Bay  Oil,  Salicylic  Acid,  Sodium  Salicylate,  Lycopodium, 
CSamplior  Oil,  NeroU  Oil,  Bergamot  Oil,  Sassafras  OU,  Caraway 
(XI,  Chamomiles,  Pilocarpine. 

Firmer. — Thymol,  Cocaine,  Salol,  Vanillin,  Ergot  of  Rye, 
Squills,  Phenacetin,  Sulphonal. 

Acetanilide. — About  36.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — ^There  are  still  sellers  of  good  stuff 
at  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

.Atropine. — 120s.  per  oz.  for  the  sulphate. 
Balsam  Pern. — ^Firm  at  18s.  per  lb. 
Balsam  Tolu.— 2s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  900J  B.P. 
Barbitone. — Still  rather  scarcest  112s.  to  115s.  per  lb. 
Bay  Oil. — Dearer  at  13s.  per  It. 

Benzoic  Acid. — ^There  is  no  relief  at  present ;  the  anticipated 
supplies  are  not  yet  available. 

Berganlot  Oil.— Dearer  at  22s.  to  2?s.  6d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. ;  the 
same  for  spot. 

Bleaching  Powder. — The  scarcity  continues. 

Borax. — Crystals  37s.  per  cwt.,  powder  38s. 

Boric  Acid. — Crystals  62s.  per  cwt.,  powder  64s. 

Bromides. — There  is  a  good  demand ;  Potassium,  6s. ; 
Sodium,  2s.  8d. ;  Ammonium,  4s.  3d. 

Bismuth  Preparations. — ^There  is  still  a  very  big  demajid, 
and  makers  are  much  behind  with  deliveries. 

Calnmba  Root. — ^Very  scarce  at  about  100s.  for  wa&hed  sorts. 

Camphor. — Firm  at  3s.  5d.  per  lb.  for  English  flowers. 

Camphor  Oil. — ^There  is  a  little  brown  to  be  had  at  90s.,  but 
no  white  appears  to  be  available. 

Caraway  Oil. — Dearer  at  19s.  to  20s. 

Cassia  Oil. — Very  fixm  at  4s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  85  per  cent,  on 
the  sT>ot. 

Caustic  Soda. — ^The  large  demand  persists,  but  supplies  are 
ven.-  Limited. 

Chamomiles — Scarce  and  inquired  for ;  380s.  is  wanted  for 
Belgian. 

Citric  Acid. — Unchanged  at  aibout  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 
Clove  Oil. — Again  dearer  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Cocaine — Scarcer,  value  being  about  30s.  per  oz.  for  the 
hydrochloride. 

Coriander  Seed. — ^Morocco  is  quoted  75.s. 
Cream  of  Tartar. — ^Firm  at  late  rates. 

Cummin  Seed. — Available  at  80s.,  or-  rather  under  for 
Morocco. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — A  good  inquiry ;  s-otind  Russian  is  rather 
scarce  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — Continues  firm  at  23.  4^d.  for  75  per  cent. 

Fenugreek  Seed. — Value  is  about  40.s. 

Formaldehyde.— There  is  a  little  offered  at  125s.  for  spot. 

(ialls. — No  supplies  of  Persian  are  available. 

Hexamine. — Eksier  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d  per  lb. 

.fapan  Wax. — Firm  at  78s.  for  good  squares  on  the  spot. 

Lemon  Oil. — 4s.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Lycopodium. — Stocks  are  reduced ;  one  holder  is  asking 
59.  9d.  pf-r  lb. .  but  there  are  offers  below  this. 

.Menthol. — Small  sales  are  reported  at  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  9cl. 
-r  lb  for  Kobayashi  on  the  spot. 

.Milk  Sugar.— 210s.  for  be«t  Dutch. 

Neroli  Oil. — Dearer  at  19s.  to  20s.  per  oz. 


Nitrate  of  Soda. — Again  rather  in  seller's  favour. 

Orange  Oil. — 10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  ib.  fcr  spot. 

Oxalic  Acid.— Is.  6d.  per  lib.  delivced  London. 

Peppermint  Oil. — ^American  is  dearer  at  I83.  for  H.G,H.  on 
the  spot,  and  13s.  6d.  for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins ;  Jaipanese 
dementholised  is  very  quiet  and  unchanged. 

Phenacetin. — Still  rather  scarce  and  firmer  at  90s.  per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Spot  is  worth  57s.  6d.  ;  there  are  offers  of  for- 
ward supplies  at  a  few  shillings  under. 

Phenolphthalein. — Scarce  at  90s.  to  95s. 

Pilocarpine. — ^Dearer  at  27s.  6d.  for  the  hydrochloride  and 
25s.  for  the  nitrate. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — ^There  are  buyers  at  14s.  6d.  to 
15s.  per  lib. 

Quassia. — £37  10s.  for  good  chips. 

Quinine. — The  position  is  practically  unchanged. 

Resorcio. — Offers  at  80s.  to  85s. 

Rosin. — Common  strained,  spot  32s.  9d, 

Saffrol.— 2s.  4d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Crushed,  75s. 

Salicylates. — The  upward  tendency  of  prices  is  maintained ; 
the  acid  is  offering  at  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  lb.,  and  the  soda  salt 
at  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  per  lb. 

Salol. — Firmer  and  in  demand  at  about  10s.  per  lb. 

Santonin. — Value  is  round  about  160s.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  Grey  Jamaica  and  no  Lima  to  be  had; 
Mexican  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Sassafras  Oil. — Dearer  and  scarcer  at  3s.  lOd.  to  4s.  per  lib. 

Senna. — Business  has  been  done  in  ordinary  Tinnevelly  leaf, 
small  to  medium,  at  35d.  per  lb.  ;  anything  approaching  good 
quality  is  worth  6^d.  to  7d.  per  lb.,  but  the  bulk  of  the  large 
stock  consists  of  leaf  of  infesrior  quality. 

Soda  Crystals. — Continue  in  brisk  demand. 

Squills. — Firmer  at  abouit  65s.  for  fi.'e  white. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Dearer  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  65d.  for  "Red 
Ship  "  brand  on  the  spot. 

Strychnine. — Firm  at  4s.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  crystal  alka- 
loid, and  3s.  9d.  for  the  hydrochloride. 

Sulphonal. — ^Firmer  at  42s.  6d.  to  443.  per  lb. 

Tartarated  Antimony. — 3s.  per  lb.  for  B.P.  powder. 

Tartaric  Acid. — ^About  unchanged  at  3s.  per  lb. 

Terpinol. — In  good  demand  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Thymol. — ^The  firmer  tone  is  maintained,  value  being  about 
46s.  to  47s. 

Trional. — 57s.  6d.  to  60s.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — A  small  ibusiness  is  being  done  at  about  steady 
rates. 

Turpentine. — Easier.   American  spot  56s.  3d. 
Valerian  Root. — 210s.  c.i.f.  for  Indian ;  there  is  no  spot 
stuff  to  be  had. 

Vanillin. — Very  firm  at  45s.  to  46s. 


IRISH  NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Ardee. 

Mr.  J.  Carney,  L.P.S.I.,  Drogheda,  ihas  acquired  the  Medical 
Hall  in  Ardee  occupied  by  tlhe  successors  of  the  late  Dr.  Mclvor, 
and  will  carry  on  under  his  own  name  in  future. 

Armagh. 

Captain  R.  T.  Herron,  R.A.M.C.,  a  prominent  Armagh  phar- 
macist, has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  Major  and 
placed  in  chaige  of  the  Command  Depot  at  Randalstown. 
Dublin. 

Mr.  William  M'Carthy,  L.P.S.I.,  Clontarf,  has  been  appointed 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  visitation  of  Dublin  prisons.  He 
is  an  Alderman  of  DubUn  Corporation. 

Limerick. 

A  number  of  Limerick  chemists'  assistants  have  handed  in 
t'heir  resignations  in  consequence  of  their  employers  having 
refused  to  grant  them  a  war  bonus  or  increase  of  salary.  It  is 
srateci  that  in  two  cases  a  war  bonus  has  been  granted. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 


Mr.  James  Small,  M.Sc,  Ph.C,  the  newly  appointed  Lecturer 
in  Botany,  in  the  Society's  iSchool  of  Pharmacy,  is  alrea<ly  well 
and  favouraJbly  known  to  our  readers  as  a  regular  contributor 
to  this  Journal  of  papers  on  botanical  and  allied  subjects— all 

bearing  tlie  impress  of  original 
thought  and  research.  Mr. 
Small,  who  is  a  Scotsman, 
served  liis  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  John  Hutton,  pharmacist, 
Brechin,  Forfarshire,  and,  after 
passing  the  Preliminary  Exami- 
nation, matriculated  at  London 
University  in  1907.  In  1910  he 
was  senior  Bell  Scholar,  and  won 
the  Scotch  prize  in  the  Fairdhild 
competition.  From  1909  to  1910 
Mr.  Small  was  assistant  with 
Mr.  G.  T.  Sumner,  Ricktnans- 
wortih,  Herts,  and  .  while  a 
student  at  the  Sdhool  of  Phar- 
macy (1910-1911),  in  addition  to 
the  Society's  Herbarium  Silver 
Medal,  which  had  been  awarded 
to  him  in  1909,  he  gained  the 
following  prizes: — ^Martindale  Memorial  Medal  (Pharmacy), 
Bronze  Medal  (Botany),  Bronze  Medal  (Materia  Medica),  and 
Certificate  of  Merit  (Theoretical  and  Practical  Chemistry).  He 
passed  the  qualifying  examination  in  1911,  and  the  "  Major," 
in  1912.  Mr.  Small's  other  academic  honours  include  two 
silver  medals  and  a  certificate  of  merit  taken  in^  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  when  studying  for  the  "Major" 
B.Sc.  in  Botany  (Lond.  Univ.),  1913,  witfh  First  Class 
honours  with  chemistry  subsidiary,  and  M.Sc.  (London),  1916, 
thesis,  "  Pollen  Presentation  Mechanism  of  Compositae."  Be- 
tween 1912  and  1913  Mr.  Small  was  engaged  in  the  (x.P  0. 
Dispensary,  London,  and  in  1913  he  became  Demonstrator  in 
Botany  in  the  Armstrong  College,  Durham  University.  In  1914- 
he  enlisted  in  the  4th  Black  Watdh  and  served  first  as  Lance- 
Corporal  and  afterwards  as  Second-Lieutenant.  He  was  twice 
wounded  in  France  and  resigned  on  account  of  ill-health  early 
in  1916,  when  he  resumed  duty  at  Armstrong  College,  where  he 
filled  the  office  of  Lecturer  in  Botany  until  the  end  of  1916, 
when  he  received  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Lecturer  in 
Botany  at  Bedford  College,  University  of  London,  which  he  now 
holds.  He  also  acted  as  Local  Secretary  ito  the  Botanical 
Section  of  the  British  Association  at  the  Newcastle  meeting  in 
1916.  In  addition  to  numerous  contributions,  signed'  and  un- 
gigned,  to  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  several  notable 
papers  read  at  the  Evening  Meetings  in  London,  Mr.  Small  is 
the  author  of  '  The  Pollen  Presentation  Mechanism  in  the 
Compositae  '  (Annals  of  Botany) — this  was  written  while  in 
camp  with  the  Black  Watch)—'  Preliminary  Observations  cn  the 
Pollination  Mechanism  of  Arctotis  aspera,  L.  (research  done  while 
convalescent  near  Cambridge  from  a  shrapnel  wound),  '  The 
Geographical  Distribution  of  the  Compositae '  (British  Associa- 
tion, 1916),  '  On  the  Floral  Anatomy  of  Some  Compositae  ' 
(Linnean  Society,  1916),  and  '  Wind  Dispersal  Apparatus  and 
Some  Results '  (Linnean  Society,  1916).  This  list  falls  far  short  of 
a  complete  account  of  Mr.  Small's  remarkable  achievement, 
which,  as  he  is  still  in  early  manhood,  is  no  more  than  an  earnest 
of  greater  things  to  come.  As  a  former  working  pharmacist  he 
has  an  intimate  and  special  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of 
the  student  of  pharmacy,  and  as  there  is  abundant  testimony  of 
his  capability  and  success  as  a  teacher  the  Society  and  aH  the 
interests  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  accession  of  tihe  new  member  to  the  School  staff. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Spencer,  M.P.S.,  of  High  Street,  Stratford-on- 
Ajvon,  has  passed  the  Intermediate  Examination  for  the 
■M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Miss  Dorothy  Llovd,  daughter  of  Councillor  Henry  M.  Lloyd, 
chemist,  Merthyr,  "has  passed  the  B.A.  examination  of  the 
University  of  Wales,  in  addition  to  which  she  has  been  awarded 
an  Exhibition  Scholarship  by  the  Senate  of  the  University 
College  of  Wales. 

Colonel  Sir  John  Collie,  R.A.M.C.,  who  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Minister  of  Pensions  to  bo  Director  of  Neurasthenic 
Institutions,  is  a  leading  authority  on  the  subject  of  medical 
iwamination  for  life  insurance  and  cases  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.  He  has  held,  and  holds,  many  public 
appointments,  and  took  a  prominent  part,  as  a  member  of  the 
.\dvjsory  Committee  and  of  the  London  Insurance  Committee,  in 
the  organisation  of  the  administrative  machinery  for  medical 


benefit,  and  has  been  a  copious  and  instructive  writer  on  a 
wide  range  of  subjects  in  medicine,  hygiene,  and  mental 
pathology,  with  special  reference  to  malingering  and  the 
psychology  of  the  fraudulent  mind. 

Miss  Elsie  Woodward,  one  of  the  two  Jacob  Bell  Scholars 
for  this  year,  is  the  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  M.  Mollor  Nv'ood- 
ward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Weymouth.  In  1911  .she  was 
apprenticed  to  him,  and  still  remains  in  his  service.  Miss  Wood- 
ward was  educated  at  the  High  School  for  Girls,  Reigate,  and 
Montagu  House  School,  Weymouth,  passed  the  Cambridge 
Junior  Examination  lin  1910  in  the  subjects  required  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  honours  and  distinctions,  and  in 
January  of  this  year  in  the  first  division  of  the  University  of 
London  Matriculation.  To  Miss  Woodwara,  who  is  a  Student 
Associate  of  the  Society,  we  offer  our  heartiest  congratulations 
and  every  good  wish  for  continued  and  increasing  success  in 
the  career  which  she  has  chosen. 

Mr.  George  Richardson  Boyes,  who,  as  representing  the  male 
sex,  balances  with  Miss  Elsie  Woodward  the  dual  Jacob  Bell 
Scholarship,  is  a  son  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Boyes,  pharmacist,  Balham, 
London,  S.W.,  the  well-known  Treasurer  to  the  South- West 
London  Pharmacists'  Associatioii.  Mr.  G.  R.  Boyes  was 
educated  at  Emanuel  School,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W., 
where,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  course,  he  was  one  of  the 
school  prefects  and  captain  of  his  house.  In  January,  1914, 
he  matriculated  as  a  student  of  London  University,  and  early  in 
the  same  year  entered  on  apprenticeship  with  his  father.  From 
the  outset  Mr.  Boyes  planned  to  work  for  the  "  Bell,"  and  for 
that  purpose  attended  a  cour^  of  lectures  and  laboratory  work 
at  the  Battersea  Polytechnro,  taking  Organic  and  Inorganic 
Chemistry  under  Dr.  J.  L.  White,  and  pharmacy,  botany,  and 
materia  medica  under  Mr.  R.  E.  Griffiths,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C.  (Bur- 
roughs Scholar.  1907).  The  whole  course  of  study  was  accom- 
plished at  evening  classes  on  two  evenings  a  week,  and  Mr. 
Bowes  expresses  a  lively  sense  of  indebtedness  to  the  two 
teachers  named  for  the  keen  personal  interest  that  they  took 
and  the  invaluable  assistance  that  they  gave  him  in  his  work. 
At  the  same  time,  he  also  took  a  course  of  postal  tuition  from 
Mr.  Dawes,  of  Chancery  Lane,  and  thus  got  practice  in  answer- 
ing examination  questions,  as  •well  as  in  improving  his  knowledge 
of  Latin  and  French.  Mr.  Boyes,  who  is  a  Student  Associate 
of  the  Society,  has  made  an  auspicious  beginning  in  what  pro- 
mis&s  to  be  a  credita'ble  and  distinguished  career  in  pharmacy, 
and  we  warmly  congratulate  him,  as  the  worthy  son  ol  a  worthy 
sire,  on  having  achieved  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  two 
latest  additions  to  the  ihistoric  roll  of  Bell  Scholars. 


BIRTHS. 

Harris.— On  Julv  10.  at  "  Solcote,"  212,  Park  Road,  Chiswick, 
W.,  the  wife  of  PcTcy  T.  Harris,  chemist— a  daughter. 

Kendrew.— On  June  30,  at  50,  Aslh  Street,  Southport,  the  wife 
of  W.  H.  Kendrew,  chemist — a  son. 

Middlemass.  — On  .July  6,  at  3,  Albert  Place,  Stockton-on-Tees, 
the  wife  of  Josei^  S.  Middlemass.  M.P.S.— a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 


Hibbett— Bore.— At  St.  .James's  Churoh,  Hill,  Sutton  Cold 
field,  on  July  5,  Harold  Victor  Hibbett,  pharmacist  (Messrs 
Reade  Bros,  and  Co.,  Ltd.),  Wolverhampton,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs.  A.  Hibbett,  Walsall,  to  Caroline  Hildegarde  (Hilda) 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Bore,  Four  Oaks,  War 
wickshire. 


SILVER  WEDDING. 

Umney- Carter.— On  July  14,  1892,  at  St.  George's  Blooms- 
bury,  by  the  R-ev.  Corrie  Jackson,  M.A.,  Chaplain  of  the 
Foundling  Hospital,  John  Charles,  second  son  of  Charles  Umney, 
of  Eardley  House,  Sydenham,  and  Southwark,  S.E.,  to  Con- 
stance Ellen,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late  John  Sloane  Carter, 
of  31,  Bedford  Square,  W.C,  and  Red  Lion  Buildings,  Giltspur 
Street,  E.G. 


DEATH. 

Gardner.- On  July  8,  at  191,  Eccles  New  Road,  Salford, 
Eflward  Gardner,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  65. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

[For  lack  of  space,  a  number  of  letters  are  held  over.  Cor- 
respondents will  please  note  that  no  letters  on  "  Pharmacists 
in  the  Army,"  received  after  the  publication  of  this  issue,  will 
be  inserted"  in  the  Journal,  and  that  all  save  the  shortest 
letters  will  be  liable  to  drastic  condensation.— Editor.] 


I  harmacists  in  the  Army. 

To  ask  ihe  War  Office  to  grant  a  commission  to  a  soldier 
simply  because  he  holds  the  Minor  certificate  is  futile  and 
-absurd.  It  stinks  of  "  swank."  Army  pharmaceutical  service 
must  be  reorganised  first.  What  must  be  done  is  to  insist  that 
the  soldier,  when  sick,  shall  have  thj  same  competent  phar- 
maceutical service  as  the  law  demands  for  him  as  a  civilian, 
vide  Insurance  Act  (Army  dispensing  is  a  scandal).  That  is  a 
eolid  claim  which  the  tin  gods  sitting  aloft  with  a  halo  of 
Mesopotamia  round  them  must  be  compelled  to  grant.  This 
accomplished,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  must  be  able  to  offer 
men  qualified  by  examination  in  such  pharmacy,  sanitation, 
bacteriology,  bookkeeping,  etc.,  as  may  be  required  to  corn- 
petently  render  Army  pharmaceutical  service.  When  this  is 
done,  a  demand  may  be  made,  and  it  will  succeed,  to  have  such 
men  given  rank  commensurate  with  their  qualification  and 
duties. 

Cathcart,  Glasgow,  .July  9,  1917  Aethub  McEwan. 

Why  do  pharmacists  m  the  Army  allow  themselves  to  be 
allotted  to  arrv  other  work  otherwise  than  dispensing,  for  which 
they  are  qualified.  Is  it  not  they  are  afraid  of  being  court- 
martialled  for  disobedience?  Is  there  not  one  pharmacist 
courageous  enough  to  refuse  obedience  to  orders,  and  suffer  the 
consequences,  so  as  to  fight  the  battle  for  justice  to  his  fellow- 
pharmacists  who  have  not  the  necessary  moral  courage  to  do 
flo?  This  is  the  only  method  which  invariably  succeeds,  sooner 
or  later,  in  this  world. 

Portmadoc,  July  9.  1917.  L.  E.  Jenkins. 

*♦*  With  due  deference  to  Mr.  .Jenkins's  obviously  si.ncere  desire 
to  secure  recognition  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  we  strongly 
deprecate  the  course  he  suggests,  not  only  because  it  would  be 
subversive  of  discipline,  but  also  because  it  would  retard,  rather 
than  accelerate,  the  reform  he-  advocates. — Editor. 


As  a  inember  of  the  Society  on  active  service,  I  rejoice  to 
learn  that  the  Society  is  watching  over  the  interests  of  pharma- 
cists in  the  Army.  As  another  example  of  the  mismanagement 
by  the  War  Office  in  that  cormection,  take  my  own  case. 
Shortly  after  qualifying  I  offered  myself  for  enlistment  in  the 
R.A.M.C.,  but  was  rejected.  I  was  also  rejected  under  the 
Derby  scheme,  but,  after  undergoing  re-examination  last 
January,  was  passed  B 1,  and  then  and  subsequently  made 
every  endeavour  to  get  into  the  Medical  Corps,  but,  beyond 
eliciting  expressions  of  sympathy  from  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  various  stations  to  which  I  have  been  sent,  nothing  has 
oome  of  it.  Take  another  case  which  still  more  strikingly 
illustrates  the  anomalous  state  of  affairs.  The  chemist  with 
whom  I  served  four  years'  apprenticeship  informs  me  that  nis 
pcjrter,  a  man  of  no  education,  is  dispensing  in  one  of  our 
military  hospitals !  Isolated  action  for  redress  of  grievances 
on  the  part  of  pharmacist-privates  is  futile.  The  remedy  must 
be  sought  through  and  by  the  Society.  For  my  own  part  I  am  doing 
very  ordinary  unskilled  labourer's  jobs  which  are  void  of 
interest,  but  if  only  this  drudgery  could  be  exchanged  for  the 
more  appropriate  and  profitable  duties  of  a  dispenser  I  should, 
like  many  other  military  pharmacists,  find  Army  life  much  more 
tolerable. 

June  11, 1917.  "  Ph.\rmacist  Private  "  (208/10). 


The  many  le>tters  that  have  been  written  cn  this  subject 
clearly  demonstrate  the  great  unrest  prevalent  amongst  phar- 
macists with  regard  to  the  grievous  state  of  affairs  existing  in 
the  R.A.M.C.  ae  far  as  they  are  oonoerned.  The  writer  suggests 
the  following: — Immediate  action  to  be  taken  by  every  Local 
AMOciation  of  Pharmacists  in  the  United  Kingdom;  local  M.P.'s 
to  be  approached  and  resolutions  forwarded  to  them,  expressing 
clearly  the  dissaitisfaction  of  pharmacists  at  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  them  in  the  R.A.M.C;  likewise  resolutions  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  also 
to  the  Executive  of  Local  Associations,  urging  them  to  take 
immedrate  steps  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Army  Council  'o 
the  treatment  which  qualified  men  are  experiencing  in  the 
R.A.M.C.  We  all  know  what  is  happening  frequently — pharma- 
rigts  as  privates,  unqualified  as  sergeants.  We  rub  across  it 
every  day.  Qualification  in  many  cases  must  go  under,  duration 
of  service  getting  the  higher  rank.    We  get  the  evidence  from 


our  pharmacists  who  are  actually  "  grinning  and  bearing  "  the 
hardships  of  such  an  existence,  which  we  believe  only  nappens 
111  one  European  Army.  Pharmacists,  the  time  !ias  now 
arrived  for  immediate  action.  '  The  V.A.D.  organisation  gives 
a  pharmacist  his  just  and  proper  rank,  and  pharmacists  all  over 
the  co^intry  have  been  doing  good  solid  work  in  the  V.A.D. 
movement.  Their  efforts  have  been  untiring,  and  in  many 
instances  dispensaries  have  been  fixed  up  and  the  organisation 
of  same  been  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  pharmaci.st's 
own  dispensary.  The  remark  to  the  writer  by  a  "  Tommy  " 
who  was  awaiting  his  physic:  "  My  word!  we  get  .splendid  modi- 
cine  here.  No  number  9's.  It's  just  like  old  times  again." 
Wake  up,  Pharmacy  1  You  have  been  hard  hit  all  along.  The  harder 
blows  you  get,  however,  ought  to  make  you  all  the  more  eager 
for  concerted  action.  You  have  been  crushed,  but  not  pul- 
verised. You  are  only  asking  for  justice,  for  equity,  and  for  the 
liberty  of  a  great  principle  confirmed  by  a  Charter  which  must 
not  be  abused  or  vilified,  otherwise  this  great  principle  loses  its 
vitality.  Pharmacists,  your  rank  in  the  R.A.M.C.  is  evident. 
Act,  and  in  due  course  justice  shall  bring  your  reward. 
"Section  Leader  and  Hon.  Pharmacist  V.A.D."  (208/50). 
June  19,1917. 


The  sentence  in  "  Lance-Cowporal's "  letter,  "  Our  efreat 
opportunity  is  the  great  war,"  reminds  me  of  a  quotation  I  am 
fond  of:  "  A  great  catastrophe  is  sometimes  a  good  thing,  for 
it  awakens  men  to  faults  and  to  necessities."  I  only  wish  to 
follow  this  up  by  reminding  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that 
getting  things  done  is  only  a  matter  of  first  getting  thin^gs 
started.  Courage  in  the  face  of  political  or  other  forces  is 
"  courage  indeed." 

July  7,  1917.  "Section  Leader  "  (210/38). 


The  report  by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  interview 
which  the  President  and  he  had  w'ith  a  former  Under-Secretary 
at  the  War  Office  [P.J.,  July  7,  p.  6)  proves  that  if  anything 
is  to  be  gaiined  it  can  only  be  by  carrying  the  case  through 
higher  quarters,  even,  if  necessary,  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and, 
in  the  last  resort,  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Connected  with 
a  military  hospital,  I  do  not  believe  that  commissions  will  be 
granted  to  pharmacists  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Notwithstanding 
that,  pharmacists  in  charge  of  dispensaries  at  military  hospitals 
should  be  given  a  status  worthy  of  the  responsibilities  entrusted 
to  them.  A  qualified  pharmacist,  if  available,  should  be  placed 
in  charge.  We  venture  to  submit  the  following  suggestion:  — 
Hospital  of  500  beds  or  under,  the  pharmacist  to  be 
given  the  rank  of  sergeant ;  500  to  1,000,  staff-sergeant ;  1,000 
and  above,  quartermaster-sergeant.  The  quartermaster-sergeant 
could  be  place^d  over  the  sergeant  and  staff-sergeant  in  charge 
of  the  stock,  with  supervision  of  aU  records  and  returns.  A 
capable  man  would  very  soon  pix)ve  to  the  authorities  that  the 
system  would  result  in  sound  economy  for  the  funds  of  the  unit. 
This  is  merely  a  suggestion  for  your  consideration. 

"  Corporal  PHAiRii.ACiST-iN-CHARGE  "  (210/42). 

July  9,  1917. 


Pharmacists  all  O'  er  the  country  will  be  pleased  to  note  that 
the  Council  are  moving  in  this  matter.  Local  .Associations 
would  do  well  to  help  the  Council  in  every  way  possible.  Local 
M.P.'s  should  be  approached,  and  every  endeavour  should  be 
put  forward  to  procure  for  the  pharmacist  his  right  and  proper 
rank.  The  writer  urges  all  pharmacists  to  undertake  micro- 
biological clas-ies  as  soon, as  Local  Associations  can  arrange  these 
with  the  various  'Varsity  authorities.  Pharmacists,  use  for 
your  motto  "  Excelsior." 

July  9,  1917.  "  V.A.D."  (211/2). 


The  Medical  Service  Breakdown  in  the  Mesopotamia 
Campaign. 

In  view  of  the  appalling  revelations  of  the  Mesopotamia  C!om- 
mission,  one  is  constrained  <to  ask  if  much  of  the  failure  and  suf- 
fering might  not  have  been  rprevented  if  only  there  had  been  a 
well-organised  and  reeponsible  Army  Pharmacy  Service,  which 
could  or  should  have  refused  to  proceed  with  the  expedition 
unless  provided  witih  sufficient  stores  to  meet  all  emergencies?  If 
the  Army  Medicail  Deipartment  adopted  the  system  operative  in 
all  civil  hospitals  throughout  the  country,  under  which  the 
pharmacist  is  made  responsible  for  the  suipply  of  all  drugs  and 
appliances  required  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  there  would 
be  an  end  of  the  oomiplaint  albout  the  scarcity  of  medical  men, 
the  country  and  all  concerned  would  be  better  for  the  change, 
and  there  would  be  less  risk  of  any  recurrence  of  horrors  such 
as  those  of  the  ghastly  Mesopotamia  calamity. 

July  4,  1917.  "  Chde  DeO  "  (210/30). 
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Pharmacists  in  the  Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps. 

A  "Sergeant  Dispenser"  i(210A8)  and  a  "Private"  (210/20), 
now  serving  in  this  country  iwith  wie  above  corps,  write  to  correct 
the  statement  of  "  Pharmaceuticail  Privato"  {P.J.,  May  19, 
p.  431)  that  oommissions  are  granted  to  pharmacists  in  that 
corps.  "Sergeant  Dispenser"  states  that  only  a  small  niunber 
have  received  commiseione,  and  these  either  are  pharmacists  in 
charge  of  medical  stores  or  having  the  oversiglit  of  dispensaries 
at  base  hospitals.  And  "  Private,"  who  is  a  qualified  phar- 
macist, reporte  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  not  more  than  a 
dozen  pharmacists  in  the  corps  have  commissions.  Both  corre- 
spondents urge  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  continue  its  efiovte 
to  secure  commissioned  rank  for  all  phanmaciste. 


In  Praise  of  the  P.V.T.C. 

By  now  most  London  pbarmaciste  will  have  read  Acting  Cap- 
tain Atkins'  interesting  ajticle  on  tihe  P.V.T.C.  in  this  month's 
Script.  iLike  most  ipharmacists,  I  always  felt  that  I  had  no 
spare  time  for  training,  being  kept  at  the  grind  single-handed, 
to  say  nothing  of  running  a  "  oaibbage  patch."  A  few  weeks 
ago,  in  answer  to  a  "  call "  from  Acting  Captain  Atkins,  I 
attended  the  meeting  at  Bloomsibury  Square.  It  was  well 
attended,  and  Acting  Captain  Atkins  fairfy  caught  us  napping. 
I  'believe  I  am  light  in  saying  that  everyone  present  who  was  not 
a  member  of  the  P.V.T.C.  immediately  took  the  oath  (but  not 
the  shilling).  He  told  us  of  the  good  times  we  had  missed  with 
the  old  P.V.T.C  and  the  splendid  times  we  should  miss  if  we 
did  not  join  up  with  the  new.  I  thought  of  this  several  times  as 
1  struggled  up  Richmond  HiU  on  June  17,  with  ibetvpoen  13  and 
14  stone  avoirdupois,  and  wondered  what  good  time  Acting 
Captain  Atkins  had  in  store  for  us  next.  I  appeal  to  those 
pharmacists  in  the  neigihbourfhood  of  iLondon  wiho  are  not  mem- 
bers of  any  other  V.T.C.  to  join  the  Pharmacists'  Company. 
When  we  are  at  drill  we  are  at  drill,  but  we  thoroughly  enjoy  it, 
and  I  can  assuire  the  weighty  ones  (and  we  have  a  few,  including 
the  writer)  that  they  will  need  neither  corpulence  correctives 
nor  dieting  in  order  to  get  down  to  reasonable  proportions. 

London,  July  7,  1912.  (Private)  J.  H.  P.  Bolton. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Collecting  Celandine  (S.  and  Co.— 210/46).— The  time  to  collect 
the  plants  is  when  they  are  in  flower. 

Plant  Specimen  (T.  R.  0.— 210/25).— The  Curator  informs  us 
that  your  specimen  is  Euphorbia  Cyparissias. 

Bluestone  (S.  G.  C. — 211/13). — You  must  not  charge  more 
than  bjd.  per  lb.    (See  last  week's  issue  of  P.J.) 

Corn  Plaster  (J.  S.— 211/7).— The  reply  is  yes,  if  what  you 
submit  is  the  title  by  which  the  preparation  is  registered. 

Insuring  Apprentice  (J.  P. — ^210/35). — Yes,  he  must  be  insured 
if  over  sixteen,  unless  lie  can  obtain  an  exemption  certificate  (see 
'  The  Chemist's  Annual,  1917,'  page  77). 

Proof  of  Exemption  (J.  J. — 211/10). — Send  notice  back  with 
proof  of  exemption.  The  cancellation  of  certificate  of  exemp- 
tion cannot  be  effected  without  notice. 

Maximum  Price  ol  Copper  Sulphate  (H.  H.— 210/41).— The 
maximum  retail  charge  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  6id. 
per  lb.  If  you  have  any  difficulty  in  vour  transactions,  write  to 
Mr.  C.  E.  Goode,  6,  Chrisp  Street*  Poplar,  London,  E.  14, 
giving  fuEi  particulars. 

Income-tax  (T.  L.  S.— 210/52).— The  practice  in  taking  stock 
is  to  make  allowance  for  depreciation ;  no  separate  claim  is  then 
necessary.  You  cannot  deduct  anything  foi  the  support  of 
mother  or  sister.  The  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  annual  sub- 
scriptions to  associations  and  societies  is.  No. 

Gas  Mask  for  Hydrocyanic  Acid  (G.  F.  G.— 210/48).— One  of 
the  best  things  for  this  purpose  is  to  precipitate  a  solution  of 
nickel-ammon'ium  sulphate  with  sodium  carbonate,  and  allow 
the  precipitate  to  settle.  The  sludge  is  then  taken  up  on  layers 
of  butter-cloth,  and  as  many  of  these  layers  as  convenient  used 
for  entrapping  the  gas. 

"  Pijpstaart  Olie  "  (W.  J.  B.— 210/47).— This  does  not  appear 
to  be  known  to  any  of  our  experts.  If  any  reader,  with  a  know- 
ledge of  Flemish,  can  throw  any  light  on  the  question  we  shall 
be  glad  to  have  particulars.  The  preparation  is  described  as 
"  a  rubbing  oil  for  sprains  and  rheumatism,  brown  in  colour, 
and  smelling  of  blubber." 

Prescription  (C.  A.  J.— 211 A2).— Some  specimens  of  iron  and 
ammonium  citrate  have  a  slightly  acid  reaction,  so  that  in 
presence  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  as  in  vour  prescription,  there 
would  be  some  evolution  of  gas,  enougii.  perhaps,  to  blow  the 


cork  out  of  the  bottle.  A  trial  quantity  with  us  showed  only  a 
very  slight  evolution  of  gas.  Beyond  that  there  is  nothing  amiss 
with  the  prescription. 

Substitute  for  Glycerin  in  Hectograph  (J.  G.— 210/29).— 
'Nothing,  so  far,  appears  to  'have  been  done  in  the  production 
of  dupUcating  pads  in  whose  composition  a  satisfactory  substitute 
for  glycerin  has  been  suggested.  We  made  a  suggestion  some 
time  ago,  but  we  have  haA  no  report  of  results.  Our  suggestion 
was  a  solution  of  glucose  of  the  same  specific  gravity  as  glycerin 
(1"260),  containing  a  small  percentage  of  calcium  chloride  (1  to  3 
per  cent.).    It  is  entirely  a  matter  for  experiment. 

Dyeing  Leather  Boot-Tops  (G.  K.— 211/1).— A  simple  solution 
of  an  aniline  dye  may  be  used,  but  to  get  results  free  from 
streakiness  it  is  best  to  immerse  the  leather  in  the  solution 
and  not  to  brush  the  latter  on  to  the  leather.  The  dyeing-bath, 
should  be  warm,  and  not  too  strong  to  begin  with.  Use  a 
weak  solution  first,  and  for  subsequent  dippings  gradually 
increase  the  strength  of  the  bath.  Before  treatment  the  leather 
should  be  freed  from  grease.  The  process  requires  delicate 
manipulation  to  avoid  "  bronzing." 

Embalming  Liquid  (J.  F.  R.— 210/50).— The  formulae  for 
embalming  purposes  are  many  and  various.  Your  specimen, 
appears  to  be  a  strong  solution  of  formaldehyde  (probably  the 
commercial  40  per  cent.),  coloured  with  cochineal — not  per- 
manganate, as  you  suppose ;  there  may  also  be  a  little  glycerin 
present.  The  following  is  a  formula  which  is  on  record: — 
Sodium  chloride,  50 ;  alum,  75 ;  arsenious  acid,  35 ;  zinc  chloride, 
12 ;  mercuric  chloride,  9 ;  formaldehyde  solution  (40  per  cent.), 
600 ;  water,  q.s.  to  produce  2,400. 

Moths  in  Furniture  (J.  S.  N.— 211/8).— Solution  ojf  formal- 

hehyde  is  probably  the  best  fumigant  you  can  use;  it  is  very 
effective  and  may  be  used  in  5  to  10  per  cent,  strength  by  means 
of  a  powerful  spray,  making  special  efforts  to  get  the  spray 
into  the  folds  of  upholstery,  especially  chairs  and  sofas.  This 
procedure  has  the  advantage  of  communicating  no  odour  to 
the  furniture.  An  odorous  preparation  is: — Napthalin,  10; 
carbolic  acid,  10 ;  camphor,  5 ;  oil  of  lemon,  5 ;  oils  of  thyme, 
lavender,  and  savin,  of  each  2;  methylated  spirit,  500.  Be 
careful  in  using  this  of  polished  land  varnished  surfaces. 

Perfuming  Cards  (G.  A.  H.— 211/9).— Procure  a  tin  with  a 
tightly  fitting  lid,  and  place  in  the  bottom  a  few  pieces  of 
absorbent  cotton  moistened  with  the  desired  perfume,  cover 
with  a  couple  of  sheets  of  filter  paper,  then  pile  up  the  cards  in 
as  loose  a  formation  as  possible ;  put  on  the  lid,  and  let  stand 
overnight  in  a  warm  place.  For  perfume  the  following  is  good 
and  almost  inexhaustible : — Ooumarin,  10  grs. ;  vanillin,  10  grs. ; 
heliotropin,  10  grs. ;  ionone,  10  minims ;  hyacLnthin,  5  minims ; 
essence  of  musk,  30  minims;  otto  of  rose,  5  minims;  alcohol, 
1  fl.  oz.  A  suitable  lilac  perfume  would  toe: — Terpineol,  2  IL 
drs. ;  oil  of  hgnaloe,  20  minims;  oil  of  bergamot,'  10  minims; 
heliotropin,  20  grs. ;  alcohol,  2  fl.  oz. 

Custard  Powder  (T.  W.  Q.— 210/31). — No  particulars  are  avail- 
able as  to  the  composition  of  the  custard  powders  you  refer  to. 
A  few  general  particulars  may  help  you.  "The  basis  most  suitable 
for  making  custard  powders  is  St.  Vincent  arrowroot,  whioh 
may  be  coloured  with  saffron  or  azo-orange  dye.  The  saffron 
is  best  added  as  a  strong  tincture  and  the  azo-orange  in  alcoholio 
solution.  Suitable  quantities  of  the  colours  to  use  are  the 
equivalent  of  5  grs.  of  saffron  or  2  grs.  of  the  azo-orange  to  each 
pound  of  arrowroot.  Solution  of  cochineal  of  the  Codex  would 
be  the  best  pink  colouring  to  use.  The  flaivourings  may  be  for 
each  pound  of  the  coloured  powder: — (1)  Essential  oil  of 
almonds,  15  minims;  vanillin,  1  gr.  (2)  Vanillin.  3  grs. ;  essential 
oil  of  almonds,  10  minims.  (3)  Oil  of  lemon,  1  fl.  dr. ;  essential 
oil  of  almonds,  1  drop ;  oil  of  nutmeg,  1  drop. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


OTO-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

Enresol  pro  Capillis  (160/28).— Where  obtainable? 
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SUNDAY,  July  15. 

Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Training  Oorp«>-~ 
Psrade  10  a.m.  at  Imperial  College  Union,  to  uiarch 
to  South  Kensington  Station.  Route  march  at  Rich- 
mond. 

THURSDAY,  July  19. 

West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pliarmaclsts.— Meeting  in  KarDiam  Hall,  Earlham  Grove,  Forest 
Gate,  E. 
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(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  1 7,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  ancl  the  oldest  weelcly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

Largest  Guaranteed  Circulation 
among  Registered  Chemists  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it 
also  circulates  widely  in  Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India,  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  The  regular  weekly  circulation  closely 
approximates  to  ten  thousand  copies. 
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Sobscrlptions  from  Members  and  Student-Associates  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  to 
whom  also  Changes  of  Address  must  be  notified  by  Members 
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EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE, 'LONDON,  W.C.I, 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150.  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.G.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

Military  Service— The  Re-Examination  of  Exempted  Men, 

On  July  12  Mr.  Maclean.  M.P..  Chainnan  of  the  London 
.\r<jK-al  Tribunal,  intimated  that,  having  consulted  the  oom- 
P-t  rit  authorities,  he  was  instructed  to  state  that  a  man  holding 
.1  :  .i.id  certificate  of  exemption  under  the  Military  Serv  ice  Acts, 
1916,  is  not  liable  to  be  called  up  by  the  Army  "afuthorities  for 
a  medical  examination  durin/j  the  currency  of  his  cei-tificate, 
.-i.n'-  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  never  been  examined  and 
'  -  fied  by  an  Army  Medical  Board.  This  immunity  applies 
I  >  .  I  tested  men  in  similar  circumstances  in  fulfilment  of  the 
IjniK-iple  frequently  enunciated  in  Parliament,' that  an  attested 
nian  is  not  to  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  a 
oonviipt  A  rejected  and  therefore  excepted  man  under  the 
.\f  •  i-  liable  to  be  re-examined,  and  if  classified  for  any  form  of 
^;  -ice,  he  starts  with  fresh  tribunal  rights.  It  carmot  bo  too 
repeated  that  a  man  holding  a  certificate  of  exemption 
iioiii  any  tribunal,  local,  appeal,  or  central,  is  not  liable  for 
r':-f  :<;imination  imdcr  the  Military  Service  .'Vets. 
*  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,'  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical 
^  Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and  Students.' 

Copies  of  the  '  Codex,'  for  which  there  is  a  sustained  and 
!^teady  demand,  can  now  be  had  bound  up  witii  the  Supplement 
at  11.1.  post  free;  and  the  '  Pharmact^utioal  Pocket  Book,'  an 
increasingly  popular  publication,  containing  a  wealth  of  compact 
and  fxjnvenient  information,  as  well  for  the  practitring  pharmacist 
as  for  the  student  of  pharmacy,  now  in  it;8  seventh  edition, 
will  be  forwarded  p>09t  free  for  2s.  5d.  Orders  enclosing  remit- 
tances should  be  addressed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press,  17, 
Blwmsbury  .Square,  London,  W.C  1. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Dischari^ed  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  who  are  seekinK  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
commtoicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bl<^m3bury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  bo  compile  and 
keep  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  ckss. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


WHOLESALER  AND  RETAILER. 

The  dictum  that  the  interests  of  employers  and  assistants 
are  identical  is  one  of  those  hard  sayings,  apparently  at  total 
variance  with  fact,  which  nevertheless  are  capable  of  logical 
and  even  material  proof,  not  perhaps  for  all  callings,  but  cer- 
tainly in  pharmacy,  in  which  the  majority  of  assistants 
ultimately  become  their  own  masters ;  so  that,  as  assistants, 
everything  that  they  do  to  make  the  business  of  pharmacy 
generally  more  pleasant  and  profitable  is  in  some  sort  a  sowing 
of  seed  for  a  crop  in  the  reaping  of  which,  as  masters,  they  will 
enjoy  some  share.    It  is  not,  perhaps,  quite  so  easy  to  convince 
ourselves  or  ethers  in  the  two  grouips  concerned,  that  under 
the  existing  system,  for  certain  purposes,  the  interests  of 
wholesaler  and  retailer  are  one  and  the  same.    The  mutual 
business  relations  subsisting  between  wholesaler  and  retailer  in 
pharmacy  have,  on  the  whole,  always  been  honourable,  honest, 
and    ifriendly,    eadi    interest    naturaiUy    and  legitimately 
trjang    to    do    the    best    and    get    the    most  profitable 
result    for    itself.     There    have    been    and    always  will 
be,      until    economic    evolution    creates    a    new  system, 
faults  on  both  sides,  and  move  or  less  sporadic  charges  in 
special  cases,  or  by  way  of  class  indictment  of  shiarp  practice 
or  exploitation.    But  as  the  world  of  pharmacy  wags  to-day, 
the  wholesaler  and  retailer  are  as  indispensable  to  each  other 
as  the  right  hand  is  to  the  left ;  and  in  respect  of  political 
action,  involving  negotiation  with  Government  Departments 
or  legislative  change,  it  is  manifestly  the  height  of  folly  not 
to  let  the  right  hand  know  what  the  left  is  doing.    Both  hands 
are  required  to  do  whatsoever  they  find  to  do  with  aU  their 
might.     In  the  very  thoughtful  and  suggestive  address  on 
"  Things  Pharmaceutical,  as  Viewed  by  a  Wholesaler,"  which 
Mr.  T.  E.  Lescher  delivered  before  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association  in  .January  of  this  year  {P.J ■,  January  13,  p.  19), 
he  cited  as  points  of  affinity  and  contact  between  the  whole- 
saler and  retailer  in  pharmacy  the  fellow-studentship  in  many 
cases  of  the  wholesale  druggist  and  pharmacist  for  the  same 
examination,  their  general  community  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  all  subjects  and  interests  pertaining  to  practical 
pharmacy,  and  the  mutual  confidence  necessarily  begotten 
and  fostered  between  the  two  sectiAis  of  the  craft  by  the 
nature  of  the  business,  which  demands  mutual  good  faith  and 
efficiency.    The  practical  value  of  this  alliance  is  emphasised 
bv  the  timely  proposal  in  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill's  Presidential  Address 
to  the  Conference  for  a  closer  working  partnership  between 
wholesaler  and  retailer  for  the  "protection  of  such  of  their 
mutual  rights  and  interests  as  are  likely  to  be  affected  in  any 
way  by  State  interference.      One  can  recall  many  recent 
instances  in  which  such  combined  action  would  have  been 
advantageous,  and  it  seems  certain  that  a  union  of  forces  and 
resources  such  as  is  suggested,  on  lines  similar  to  those  in- 
dicated by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umuey,  would,  in  Government  and  other 
quarters,  gain  for  pharmacy  a  more  attentive  hearing  and  more 
considerate  treatnient  than  is  now  accorded  to  it,  although  in 
this  resiiect,  thanks  to  the  increased  activity  and  influence  of 
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the  Pharmaceutical  iSociety,  there  has  of  late  years  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  relations  of  the  Society  with 
Parliament  and  all  the  Government  Departments. 


THE   REGULATION  OF  DENTAL  PRACTICE. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  has  appointed  a  Departmental  Committee  to  investi- 
gate the  extent  and  gravity  of  the  evils  connected  with  the 
practice  of  dentistry  and  dental  surgery  by  unqualified  persons 
(vide  Inset).  The  principal  points  of  inquiry  specified  in 
the  terms  of  reference  are :  (1)  The  causes  of  the  present 
inadequate  supply  of  qualified  practitioners ;  (2)  the  expe- 
diency of  legislation  prohibiting  in  the  United  Kingdom 
dental  practice  by  unqualified  persons,  with  special  reference 
to  the  conditions  under  -which  certain  classes  of  unqualified 
persons  at  present  engaged  in  dental  practice  might  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  in  priictice  by  tbe  institution  of  a  special 
roll  for  the  purpose ;  (3)  the  practicability,  without  impairing 
the  existing  guarantees  for  the  efficient  practice  of  dentistry, 
of  (a)  modifying  the  course  of  study  and  examination  pre- 
scribed for  dental  qualifications,  (6)  reducing  the  time  occupied, 
(c)  diminishing  the  cost  of  training  dental  students.  We 
presume  that  this  Departmental  Committee  is  the  outcome  of 
the  majority  report  of  the  Cocaine  in  Dentistry  Departmental 
Committee  (P. J.,  March  17,  1917,  p.  233),  which  based  its 
recommendation  of  a  provisional  concession  for  the  supply  of 
cocaine  anaesthetic  solution  to  unregistered  practitioners  of 
dentistry  on  the  data  that  there  were  too  few  qualified  dental 
practitioners  to  cope  with  the  needs  of  the  public,  and  that 
novocaine  as  a  local  anaesthetic  is  much  inferior  to  cocaine,  a 
conclusion  which  was  decisively  disposed  of  on  the  high 
authority  of  Professor  Bayliss's.  minority  report.  Since  then 
the  concession  as  to  the  supply  to  unregistered  dental  prac- 
titioners of  cocaine  solution  has  been  renewed  from  time  to 
time.  But,  apart  from  this  anomalous  arrangement,  there  is 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  situation  which  calls  for  the  erection 
or  operations  of  a  Departmental  Committee.  It  is  absurd  to 
assert  that  the  present  inadequate  supply  of  qualified  dental 
practitioners  is  any  more  acute  than  it  has  been  any  time  these 
last  ten  years.  And  it  is  highly  improbable  that  we  should  have 
heard  anything  of  it  but  for  the  restrictions  in  the  supply  of 
cocaine  solutions  containing  0"1  per  cent,  or  more  of  cocaine. 
In  any  case,  this  development  is  indefensibly  inopportune. 
In  view  of  the  plethora  of  Departmental  and  other  official  and 
unofficial  Committees  with  which  we  are  plagued,  we  begin  to 
wonder,  if  even  yet  it  is  realised  in  political  and  other,  theore- 
tically, less  enlightened  and  responsible  quarters  that  we 
actually  are  engaged  in  a  life-and-death  struggle  in  which  the 
survival  of  humanitarian  civilisation  is  the  supreme  stake.  We 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  terms  of  reference 
above  summarised.  Pharmacists  who  have  themselves 
suffered  so  outrageously  from  the  encroachments  of  unqualified 
competition  •would  be  the  last  class  in  the  world  to  oppose 
statutory  protection  and  regulation  of  any  vocation  for  which, 
in  the  interests  of  the  public,  professional  training  and  service 
are  essential.  As  it  happens,  a  fair  number  of  pharmacists 
practise  dentistry  or  dental  surgery.  But  in  the  event  of 
fresh  restrictive  legislation,  they  have  never  claimed,  and  do 
not  ask  for  more  than  that  they  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
level  as  other  unregistered  practitioners. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE   "  KEW  BULLETIN." 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  British  Science  Guild  has 
addressed  a  communication,  signed  by  the  President,  Lord 
Sydenham,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  H.M.  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  suspension  of  the 
Kew  Bulletin.  The  memorandum  recalls  that  the  Bulletin 
was  first  issued  in  1887  in  response  to  the  demand  for  the 
prompt  publication  for  general  use  of  any  information  likely 
to  be  of  service  to  those  engaged  in  science,  cultivation,  or 
commerce  connected  with  plant  and  agricultural  resources  of 


the  Overseas  Dominions ;  that  it  has  been  the  vehicle  for  the 
publication  of  a  vast  amount  of  information  of  various  kinds, 
some  on  purely  scientific,  but  mostly  on  economic,  subjects ; 
that  it  affords  the  best  evidence  of  tie  many  activities  of  the 
Boyal  Gardens  in  advising  upon  the  possible  development  of 
the  natural  resources  of  our  colonies  and  dependencies ;  and 
that  by  suspending  the  publication  of  the  Bulletin,  the  link 
connecting  Kew  with  the  whole  of  the  botanic  stations  of  the 
Empire  is  broken,  and  the  means  of  communicating  informa- 
tion to  them  is  removed  at  a  time  when  the  information 
afforded  is  no  less  valuable  than  in  pre-war  periods.  The 
memorialists  submit  that,  without  knowledge  of  the  functions 
fulfilled  by  the  Bulletin,  no  Government  official  is  capable  of 
deciding  justly  whether  it  is  an  essential  publication  or  not, 
and  urge  in  the  interests  of  Imperial  development , that  the 
decision  be  referred  to  a  competent  tribunal,  which  shall  take 
into  consideration  not  only  the  shortage  of  paper,  but  also  the 
value  of  what  is  printed  upon  it.  TTiey  are  confident  that 
such  an  inquiry  will  result  in  a  verdict  for  the  resumed  publi- 
cation of  the  Bulletin.  It  has  now  been  officially  announced 
that  this  eminently  essential  publication  is  to  be  resumed  in 
a  modified  form. 


OUR  MEDICINE  SUPPLY  IN  WAR  TIME.* 

liY  C.  A.  HILL,  B.SC,  IM.C. 

{Contimied  from  page  15.) 


Difficulty  of  Maintaining  B.P.  Standabds. 
Now  one  effect  of  tihe  war  upon  the  chemical  trade,  especially 
in  the  case  of  certain  hea^vy  oliemicals,  has  been  a  tendency  to 
issue  products  of  a  lower  standard  of  purity.  "The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  raw  materials  just  as  formerly,  the  forcing  of  the  out- 
put to  the  extreme  limit  of  the  plant,  thus  upsetting  the  routine 
of  processes,  .scarcity  of  skilled  labour,  these  and  other  things 
have  doubtless  contributed  to  lack  of  uniformity  in  product*.  The 
absence  of  competition,  the  demand  exceeding  the  supply,  so 
that  in  some  cases  the  ordinary  relations  of  buyer  and  .seller 
have  been  reversed,  has  made  it  in  some  cases  very  /difficult  for 
wholesale  druggists  to  maintain  the  supply  of  a  chemical  up  to 
the  standard  demanded  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

This  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  B.P.  standards  is  even  more 
true  of  crude  drugs.   One  can  at  a  pinc!h  manufacture  a  chemical 
substance,    but    one   cannot   manufacture   a   vegetable  drug. 
Many  drugs  which  have  to  come  from  abroad  have  been  in 
exceedingly  short  supply,  so  that  it  has  become  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  possible  difficulty  to  maintain  adequate  stocks  of 
the   quality  demanded  in  pharmacy,  and  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia has  in  many  cases,  very  rightly,  introduced  ash 
limits,  solubility  limits,  and  other  tests  for  drugs.    The  General 
Medical  Council   have  every  right  to  insist  that  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  should  set  the  highest  possible  standard  for 
medicines,. but  does  it  follow  that  such  standards  can  reason- 
ably be  insisted  upon  during  a  war  such  as  that  which  is  now 
engaging  the  world  ?    Certain  prosecutions  which  one  reads  of 
as  being  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  serve  to  indi- 
cate that  the  authorities  do  not  propose  to  relax  their  de- 
mands for  strict  compliance  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia — 
and,  indeed,  it  would  clearly  be  unsafe  to  advocate  any  general 
abrogation  of  our  responsibilities  in  these  matters.  Neverthe- 
less, I  think  it  will  have  to  be  conceded  that  some  little  elas- 
ticity must  be  allowed  here  and  there,  and  perhaiw  a  few  of 
the  B.P.  requirements  need  revision.    I  do  not  propose  to  d-eal 
sjstematically  with  this  matter,  but  merely  to  choose  a  few 
examples.    Among  the  common  inorg;anic  pharmaceutical  che- 
micals, perhaps  most  trouble  has  arisen  with  boron  products 
and  the  magnesia  Erroup.    The  number  of  samples  of  borax 
examined  in  tbe  laboratoi-v  controlled  by  myself  which  have 
exceeded  the  pharmacopwial  limit  of  5  parts  per  1,000,000  of 
arsenic  was  in  1914  considerably  in  excess  of  pre-war  years; 
and  though  during  1915  and  1916  it  was  almost  exactly  the 
same  as  in  the  last  three  pre-war  years,  durmg  the  first  six 
months  of  1917  it  has  been  worse  again,  and  50  per  cent,  of  the 
s;imples  examined  have  had  to  be  rejected  for  exceedmg  the 
arsenic  limit.    Boric  acid  has  presented  rather  more  trouble 
Analvses  of  samples  of  boric  acid  during  the  last  three  and 
a  half  years  as  regards  lead  and  arsenic  are  shown  in  the  table, 
which  is  in  the  same  form  as  that  adopted  in  my  publication. 


*  Preeidential  address  byC.  A.HiH,  B.Sc,  P.I.C,  delivered  at  thn  Annual 
meeting  of  the  British  Pharmac«utical  Conference  on  July  11,  1917. 
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"  Pharmaceutical  Chemical  Standai-ds,"  appearing  in  the 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  July  A,  1914. 

ACIDUII  BORICUM. 

LEAD-PARTS  PER  MltDION. 


Year. 

No.  of 
samples. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Limit. 

Percentage 
conforming. 

1914 

452 

30 

2 

25 

97 

1915 

494 

60 

2 

25 

99 

1916 

421 

40 

3 

25 

99 

1917 
(6  months) 

168 

50 

2 

25 

91 

ARSENIC— PARTS  PER  MILLION. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Limit. 

Percentage 
conforming. 

Percentage 
conforming 
to  both 
limits. 

Percentage 

not  con- 
forming to 
both  limits 

7.5 

0-2 

5 

99 

97 

3 

100 

0-2 

5 

97 

96 

4 

110 

0-2 

5 

87 

86 

14 

60 

0-5 

5 

80 

79 

2/ 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past  six  months  thirty-five 
eajnplee  oi  boric  acid  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  regards  these  two  im- 
purities. It  was  in  this  publication  that  I  advocated  a  limit  of 
20  parts  per  million  of  lead  for  boric  acid  in  place  of  a  more 
stringent  standard  still.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  makers  experi- 
ence some  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  requirement  as 
regards  lead,  for  it  is  curious  that  many  samples  contain  between 
20  and  25  parts  per  million  of  this  impurity.  Though  magnesia 
products  have  been  manufactured  largely  for  technical,  i.e., 
non-medical,  purposes,  the  pharmaceutical  grades  of  these  sub- 
stances have  been  in  short  supply.  The  light  carbonate  of  mag- 
nesia especially  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  in  adequate  quantities, 
while  the  oxide  has  presented  a  difficulty  as  regards  compliance 
with  the  B.P.  requirement  that  it  shall  lose  not  more  than  1  per 
cent,  of  its  weight  when  heated  to  dull  redness.  I  should  like 
to  digress  here  for  one  moment,  and  to  point  out  that  the 
B.P.C.  allows  7  per  cent,  loss  when  exposed  to  a  low  red  heat, 
while  the  latest  edition  of  the  U.S. P.  is  even  more  generous. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  previous  to  the  war  the  majority 
■  of  samples  of  calcined  magnesia  when  fresh  did  conform  to  the 
pharmaoQipoeial  limit  of  1  per  cent.,  it  would  really  seem  as  if 
the  B.P.  limit  of  1  per  cent,  is  unduly  stringent. 

As  Ideal  Subject  of  Reseahch  fob  Peacti.sing  Phabmacists. 

There  has  been  placed  upon  our  Research  List  a  recommen- 
dation that  an  investigation  should  be  undertaken  with  a  view 
to  recording  the  extent  to  whi6h  drugs,  chemicals,  and  pre- 
parations liable  to  deterioration  can  be  kept  in  a  pharmacy 
in  normal  conditions  and  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  and 
yet  comply  ^vith  the  B.P.  requirements.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  here  is  an  ideal  subject  for  practising  pharmacists  to 
investigate,  and  I  commend  it  heartily  to  any  pharmacist  who 
ia  anxious  to  undertake  a  highly  useful  investigation,  but  has 
iiot  the  opportunity  for  prosecuting  a  continuous  and  exacting 
scientific  research.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  this  is  not 
a  3Ubjec-t  which  should  be  reserved  to  one  individual,  but  can 
very  usefully  bo  attacked  by  a  number  of  observers  at  the 
same  time.  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre  will,  of  course,  occur  to 
everyone,  together  with  the  reflection  that  this  particular  sub- 
ject is  worn  threadbare ;  but  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  by  no 
means  the  only  B.P.  article  liable  to  change  for  which  there 
are  definite  requirements.  In  order  to  make  a  starting-point 
I  have  already  mentioned  magnesia,  and  may  add  ammonium 
carbonate  and  sulphur  as  further  examples,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  adding  to  their  number. 

"PHTSirAL  ("ONSTANTS  AS  CrITEEIA  OF   COKFOEMITT  WITH  OFFICIAL 

DiEECTiONs  IN  THE  Manufactuee  OP  Peepabations. 
May  I  digress  further  and  call  attention  to  another  subject 
on  our  Research  List?    An  investigation  ia  needed  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  physical  constants  are  a  good  criterion  that  any 
given  galenical  preparation  has  been  made  in  accordance  with 
■•Uie  official  directions.    The  chemically  standardised  galenicals 


of  the  British  Pharmaoopofiia  are  chiefly  alkaloidal,  vvhilo 
some  other  galenicals  are  assayed— e.j.,  Syrupus  Tern  lodidi— 
but  as  a  general  rule,  the  principle  followed  m  the  Pharma- 
copoeia is  not  to  assay  galenicals,  but  merely  to  give  directions 
for  making  them.  It  will  be  well  known  that  there  have 
been,  at  comparatively  rare  intervals,  prosecutions  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  respect  of  such  preparations  ae 
Acetum  Seillm  (for  percentage  of  acetic  acid),  Deeoctum  Aloes 
Comvositum  (alcoholic  strength)  and  Unguenlum  Actdt  Bonct 
(boric  acid  content).  The  1914  edition  of  the  Pharmacopceia 
introduces  in  some  instances  physical  constants  for  gaieni<»iB, 
as,  for  instance,  the  specific  gravity  of  Acetv.m  ScMm.  'Ihis 
seems  to  reopen  the  possibility  of  artificial  and  unscientific 
standards  for  galenicals  being  created,  which  is  not  in  the 
best  interests  of  pharm,acy,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  'be 
important  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  such  mterpretaticms 
as  public  analysts  and  medical  officers  of  health  may  be 
disposed  to  place  upon  such  official  data,  whijch  were  perhaps 
not  intended  by  the  General  Medical  Council  to  be  more 
than  useful  guides  to  the  pharmiacists  who  make  the 
preparations. 

Effects  of  the  Wak  on  the  Detig  Supply. 
I  must  now  resume  consideration  of  the  effects  of  the  war 
upon  our  drug  supply,  but'  shall  not  (be  able  to  make  more 
than  a  passing  reference  to  the  oils,  important  as  they  are. 
Among  the  essential  oik  which  are  now  unobtainable  from 
abroad  may  'be  mentioned  oil  of  juniper  berries,  oil  of  birch 
tar,  oil  of  savin  and  Bulgarian  otto  of  rose;_  while  others  are 
very  scarce,  such  as  oil  of  sandal  wood,  oil  of  pine,  oil  of 
caraway  and  oil  of  dill.  The  fixed  oils  have,  lapart  from 
their  use  in  pharmacy,  enjoyed  a  double  demand,  first  as 
glyoerides  for  the  manufacture  of  propellants,  and  secondly 
for  their  food  value.  Olive  oil  from  Italy  and  from  t)he 
Levant  is  now  unobtainable,  so  that  we  have  been  almost 
entirely  dependent  upon  Spain  for  replenishing  stocks,  and 
supplies  from  this  source  are  now  very  restricted.  Italian 
castor  oil  is  unobtainable,  as  is  arachis  oil,  while^  Norwegian 
cod-liver  oil  is  only  obtainable  in  limited  quantities.  Olive 
oil  soaps,  both  soda  and  potash,  have  presented  difficulties 
corresponding  with  the  shortage  of  olive  oil. 

I  have  already  made  reference  to  crude  drugs  in  connection 
with  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  will 
now  givg  the  following  by  no  means  exhaustive  table  illustrating 
the  difficulty  that  exists  under  war  conditions  in  complying 
with  official  tests.  The  data  are  taken  from  analytical  records 
during  the  past  two  and  a  half  years. 


Drug. 


Carbo  ligni   

Catechu  lump  . . 
Catechu  powder 
Guaiaci  resina. . 

Myrrha   

Senna  ». .. . 

Guaiaci  resina.. 


Ash. 

Percentage 

not 
conforming. 

Numb'r 

Limit. 

% 

■s  a 

of 

samples 

Lowest 

% 

Highes 
% 

Percei 
confer: 

48 

4-4 

24-2 

7-5 

25 

75 

18 

4, 

26- 

5 

17 

33 

10 

6-3 

10-3 

8 

60 

40 

15 

1 

16- 

4 

73 

2T 

7 

5-4 

8'9 

5 

0 

100 

29 

7-6 

15-5 

12 

50 

50 

Insoluble  in 

90%  alcohol. 

15 

6-6%  1  33% 

10 

33 

67 

The  following  lists  give  the 
which  at  the  present  time  are 
supply  :  — 

Unobtainable. 
Opium  (Turkey), 
Tragacanth  (Turkey), 
Soammony, 
Galbanum, 

Camomiles  (Belgian), 
Insect  Flowers, 
Guaza  (Bombay). 
Juniper  Berries  (Anstrian),, 
Areca  Nuts, 

Aniseeds  (Russian  and  Levan- 
tine), 
Caraway  Seeds, 
Senna  -(Tinnevelly), 
Aconite  ,Root, 
GentianRoot, 
Liquorice  Root, 
Sarsaparilla, 

Valerian  Root  (Austrian,  Bel- 
gian, Japanese), 
Galls  (Aleppo), 
Cantharides  '(Russian). 


more  important  crude  drugs 
unobtainable  or  in  restricted 

iResthicted. 
Opium  (Persian),  _ 
Tragacanth  (Persian), 
Gamboge, 
Asafetida, 
Myrrh, 

Camomiles  (French), 
Cascara  Sagrada, 
Guaza  (Zanzibar),  ^ 
Juniper  Berries  (Sicilian), 
Foenugreek  Seeds, 
Tamarinds, 
Aniseeds  (Alicante), 
Coriander  Seeds,  _ 
Senna  (Alexandrian), 
Buchu  Leaves, 
Gentian  Rooi;  (Spanish), 
Liquorice  Juice, 
Valerian  Root  (Indian), 
Bee^^vax. 
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Galenical  Pkepaeations. 
That  certain  crude  drugs  which  come  tjither  from  enemy 
countries  or  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  should  be  in  short 
bupply  or  unobtainalble  is  not  at  all  surprising.  It  lis,  indeed, 
somewhat  surprising  that  suppllies  should  have  kept  up  so  well 
as  they  have.  The  Government  has  kept  a  fatherly  eye  upon 
the  most  essential  drugs,  and  in  some  oases  has,  by  direct 
action,  laflorded  us  supplies,  «s  in  the  case  of  ergot  and  sau- 
loniii.  If  these  or  any  other  essential  drug,  such  as  atropine 
or  bismuth  or  mercury,  wo)c  utiobtainable,  we,  as  good  citi- 
zens and  good  pharmacists,  should  deplore  this  in  the  national 
interest;  but  none  of  these,  by  itself,  would  make  a  para- 
mount difference  to  us  from  the  purely  business  point  of  view 
and  in  dealing  with  galenical  preparations— ^he  medicinal 
group  which  is  probably  of  most  immediate  interest  to  prac- 
tisin-^  pharmacists— I  propose  to  take  this  standpoint,  and  to 
be°-  "the  question  of  importance  from  the  medical  point  ot 
view.  I  am  not  suggesting  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  is  not  a  suitable  occasion  for  discussing  the  essen- 
tial nature  or  relative  utility  of  things  medicinal,  but  as  a 
simple  fact  I  am  now  ignoring  that  point  of  \ie\y,  and  am 
considering  commodities  merely  as  regards  their  importance 
to  us  as  a  trade.  Viewed  in  this  way,  I  have  Jong  held  and 
now  state  as  a  considered  opinion  that  the  two  most  important 
commodities  which  we  handle-considered  from  the  Pomt  ot 
view  of  tlie  number  of  preparations  into  which  they  enter 
and  the  extent  to  which  they  so  enter- are  (1)  spirit  and  (2) 

sugar.  ,   -r  7  V 

{To  be  conduced.) 


AN  EVENING  WITH  THE  MICRO  BIOLOGY  CL.\SS  AT 
BLOOM8BURY  SQUARE. 

BT  IMPEESSDOKIST. 

In  the  cycle  of  human  lite  which  reaches  or  exceeds  the 
aUotted  span,  the  average  mind  passes  gradually  from  the  open- 
mouthed  creduUty  of  youth  to  the  hard-bitten  scepticism,  or  it 
may  even  be  cynicism,  of  age.  The  writer  can  recall  with  some 
afterelow  of  enthusiasm  the  furore  and  the  roseate  hopes  kindled 
bv  Pasteur's  epoch-making  discoveries  as  to  the  bacterial  causa- 
tion of  disease  and  the  anti-toxin  treatment  of  it,  and  the 
aviditv  with  which  he,  in  common  with  the  '  immature,  ardent 
spirits" "  of  his  own  fledgling  age,  uncritically  absorbed  and 
rashly  diffused  the  new  doctrine.  Since  then  much  water  has 
flowed  under  the  bridge,  and  the  science  of  bacteriology,  now 
more  accurately  re-named  micro-biology,  has  been  farmly  estab- 
lished. But  although  it  may  savour  of  the  reactionary  tendency 
of  senescence,  one  is  constrained  to  demur  to  the  claim  that  on 
the  positive  therapeutic  side  the  science  has  fulfilled  its  pristine 
promise.  For,  if  anything,  its  failures  in  this  respect  outnumber 
its  successes,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  latter  are  not  in 
the  superlative  degree.  Moreover,  there  is  as  yet  no  manifest 
guarantee  that  serum  or  vaccine  therapy  will  be  any  more  per- 
manent than  many  other  modes  in  medicine,  which  have  had 
their  Iday  and  vanished  for  ever  into  the  "  ewigkeit."  Amidst 
all  the  incertitude  on  the  subject,  the  one  inexpugnable  fact  is 
that  for  diagnostic  and  preventive,  and  to  some  extent  for 
remedial  and  curative,  purposes,  micro-biology  has  probably 
come  to  stay,  and  that  in  any  event,  if  only  as  an  adjunct  to 
general  scientific  culture,  it  behoves  pharmacists  of  the  open 
mind,  elder  or  younger,  to  make  a  disciplined  study  of  the 
science,  and  wherever  possible  to  ensue  it  professionally.  It 
was  with  these  considerations  uppermost  in  my  mind  that  one 
evening  recently  I  paid  my  first  visit  to  the  class  conducted  by 
Dr.  Burnet,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
in  the  Lecture  Theatre  at  Bloomsbury  Square. 

The  Personnel  of  the  Class. 

When  I  entered  the  Lecture  Theatre  shortly  before  the  lecture 
was  timed  to  start,  the  benches  were  already  well  filled  with 
an  audience  of  over  a  hundred  persons,  this  being,  I  was 
informed,  about  the  average  attendance.  Nearly  a  fifth  of  the 
total  consisted  of  ladies — of  various  marriageable  ages.  In  the 
male  section  of  the  class  the  seniors — some  of  whom  looked 
almost  venerable — are  in  a  majority,  and  even  the  juniors 
seemed  to  take  life  seriously,  although  it  is  always  possible  that 
the  presence  of  ladies  and  a  preponderance  of  their  elders, 
including  a  most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seignior  in  the 
person  of  a  member  of  the  Council,  may  have  had  a  subduing 
influence  upon  the  effervescent  spirit  of  youth.  Tn  any 
case,  one  felt  that  this  was  not  an  ordinary  class  brought 
together  by  force  majeure  to  prepare  for  examinations,  and 
therefore  the  prison  of  many  unwiliinff  spirits,  but  a  free  com- 
pany, very  much  in  earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  useful  knowledge. 


partly  for  its  own  sake  and  ultimately  for  its  potential  business 
value.  From  the  outset  of  the  lecture  the  class  settled  down 
with  almost  Quaker-like  sedateness  and  decorum  to  close,  sus- 
tained attention  to  the  lecturer's  exposition  of  the  subject, 
while  many  members  of  the  class,  especially  the  ladies,  were 
diligently  engaged  in  note-taking,  a  method  which  for  psycho- 
logical reasons,  is  not  always  approved  of  by  the  new 
paedagogics. 

The  Lecturer. 

Dr.  Burnet  is  well  known  to  me  by  reputation,  but  this  was- 
the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  hearing 
.and  judging  of  hina  as  a  teacher.  As  it  happened,  the  subject 
of  the  lecture,  namely,  the  sterilisation  of  glassware  and  culture 
media,  with  a  description  of  the  apparatus  required  for  this 
purpose,  e.(j.,  incubators,  autoclaves,  etc.,  was  workaday  rather 
than  picturesque.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Burnet  handled  it  in  such 
an  original  and  instructive  way  as  immediately  to  enlist  and 
retain  the  active  interest  of  the  class.  There  ifi  nothing 
academic  or  conventional  about  Dr.  Burnet's  style  of  prelection. 
He  leans  against  the  front  of  the  lecture  table,  or  walks  round 
it,  often  with  his  hands  slipped  under  the  armholes  of  hi& 
vest,  and  talks  to  the  class  in  an  easy,  conversational,  familiar 
tone,  and  frequently  enlivens  his  discourse  with  a  touch  of 
humour  or  incident  of  personal  experience  illustrative  of  the 
subject.  On  this  occasion  he  prefaced  an  account  of  the  prin- 
ciple.? and  technique  of  sterilisation  witlh  a  simple,  straight- 
forward exposition  of  the  type  of  microscope  required 
for  micro-biological  work,  very  aptly  illustrated  by  black- 
board sketehes,  and  gave  brief  but  lucid  instruction* 
as  to  the  proper  use  of  this  delicate  instrument,  con- 
cerning which  She  said  :  You  may,  if  you  think  it  safe,  lend 
your  bicycle  to  a  friend,  but  don't  trust  even  your  dearest 
friend,  unless  he  is  an  expert,  with  your  microscope."  He  also 
racily  related  his  experience  with  reference  to  second-hand 
microscopes,  which,  he  advised,  should  never  be  bought  unless 
under  the  guidance  of  someone  competent  to  test  their  con- 
dition. Pharmaciets,  who  are  usually  themselves  "  handy  men," 
must  appreciate  Dr.  Burnet's  ingenuity  in  extemporising 
apparatus.  On  occasion,  as  he  told  the  class,  he  makes  a  sauce- 
pan serve  as  a  steriliser  when  moist  heat  is  the  medium,  and 
the  gas-oven  when  dry  heat  is  required,  while  he  showed  how 
an  old  engine-cylinder  might  be  "  translated"  into  a  sound  and 
serviceable  autoclave.  When  describing  the  degree  of  cleanli- 
ness and  purity  pre-requisite  in  bacteriological  technique,  Dr. 
Burnet  alluded  to  a  letter  which  appeared  some  time  ago  in 
the  Journal,  in  which  the  writer  objected  to  have  his  clean 
pharmacy  corrupted  by  bacteriological  litter  and  filth,  and 
remarked  that  however  clean  that  correspondent's  pharmaxjy 
might  be,  it  would  fail  ignominiously  to  pass  the  test  of  cleanli- 
ness demanded  by  bacteriological  work.  From  these  few 
inadequate  illustrations  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Burnet  has  that 
rare  and  happy  faculty  of  clear  and  vigorous  exposition  and 
stimulus  which  is  the  halUmark  of  the  capable  and  successful 
teacher.  He  is  saturated  with  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter 
of  his  subject,  and  consequently  is  alike  an  inspired  and  an 
inspiring  teacher,  who  is  bound  to  impart  some  measure  of  hi* 
consuming  love  and  knowledge  of  micro-biological  science  to 
those  who,  as  his  Scottish  compatriots  would  phrase  it,  "  sit 
under  "  him.  [N.B. — As  Artemus  Ward  would  have  put  it,  this  is 
a  hicvs  a,  non  lucendo  expression.  In  the  Lecture  Theatre  most 
of  the  students  sit  above  the  lecturer:  but  he  would  be  a  bold 
man — no  place  aux  dames  here — who  would  try  to  sit  on  him.J 
We  heartily  congratulate  Dr.  Burnet  on  the  character  ana 
capacity  of  his  class,  and  his  class  upon  ihaving  such  an  accom- 
plished and  admirable  preceptor.  * 

[By  wa\-  of  supplement  to  our  contributor's  descriptive  sketch 
of  the  cilass,  we  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  when  the  course 
of  lectures  terminated  last  week,  the  record  showed  that  the 
attendance  had  been  uniformly  maintained  at  the  initial  level, 
whic'h  is  in  itself  a  demonstrative  proof  alike  of  the  attrictive- 
710SS  of  the  subject  and  the  uncommon  earnestness  and  apjjlica.- 
tion  of  the  .students.  It  is  expected  that  all  arrangements  will  be 
completed  in  good  time  for  the  inauguration  of  the  laboratory 
coui-se  in  Octoiber. — Editor.] 

Cleaning  Nickel-Plated  Articles. 

Kickel-plated  articles  which  have  become  dull  can  readily  be  re- 
stored by  means  of  alcohol  to  which  2  per  cent,  of  sulphuric  acid  ha« 
been  added.  The  liquid  is  applied  liberally,  and  after  a  few  seconds, 
is  washed  off  with  clean  water.  The  surfaces  are  then  rubbed  over 
with  a  swab  dipped  in  fresh  alcohol,  containing  no  acid,  and 
finally  polished  with  a  dry  cloth.  This  method,  it  is  claimed, 
will  giye  brilliance  to  the  dullest  piece  of  nickel-plating  without 
damaging  it  in  any  way.  — T^'c  Prof.  Photographer,  through  Amat 
Photographer,  April  2, 1917,  214. 


July  21,  1817.]     THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST. 


29 


SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAU 

Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  Austria. 

This  valuable  plant  has  now  been  successfully  acclimatised  in 
Austria.  The  drug  yielded  is  of  better  quality  than  was  antici- 
pated, and  is  equal,  or  even  superior,  to  the  American  as 
regards  the  percentage  of  alkaloid  contained  in  it. — Pharrh.  Ztg., 
Ixii.,  104. 


Distribution  of  Beta  Galactosidase. 

Beta-salactosidase,  the  enzyme  wliich  forms  and  aJso  hydro- 
lyses  the  alcohoUgalactosides,  occurs  in  almond  emulsin  only 
in  very  small  amounts.  Hoping  to  find  a  richer  source  of 
this  ferment,  the  author  has  investigated  a  number  of  vege- 
table organs.  The  enzyme  appears  to  be -very  widely  distri- 
-but^d,  but  to  occur  invariably  in  very  email  quantit;^  less 
■even  than  is  found  in  the  "mixed  enzymes,  the  so-called 
"  emulsin  "  of  almonds.  It  has  been  found  in  the  kernels  of 
plums,  apricots,  cherries,  the  seeds  of  applies,  the  fresh  leaves 
of  cherry-laurels,  aucuba,  and  horse-radish,  and  in  mustard 
seed.  It  did  not  occur,  however,  in  fresh  kephir,  nor  in 
A-opergilhts  niger. — M.  Mougne  (J.  Pharvi.  Chim.,  1917,  15, 
339). 

Metbyl  Nonyl  Ketone,  a  Constituent  of  Palm  Oil. 

Palm  oil  cannot  be  used  in  this  ooimtry  for  dietetic  purposes, 
unless  it  is  first  deodorised.  On  the  large  soale,  this  is  effectcil 
by  steam  distillation.  The  author,  having  a  large  quantity  of 
"the  volatile  odorous  by-product  available  at  Port  Sunlight, 
has  examined  it  and  proved  that  the  main  constituent  is  methyl 
nonyl  ketone.  The  amount  of  yellow  odorous  essential  oil 
amounts  to  1'2  per  cent,  of  the  original  fat.  This  has  the  sp. 
gr.  0-842  at  20°/20°  C. ;  acid  value,  30;  saponification  value, 
15:  iodine  value,  93  2.  The  strong,  not  unpleasant  odoui 
recalled  that  of  oranges.  After  removing  the  12'2  per  cent,  of 
volatile  fatty  acids  present,  which  were  those  previously  known 
to  occur  in  palm  oil,  the  neutral  essential  oil  remaining  was 
found,  on  fractionisation  under  reduced  pressure,  to  contain 
90  per  cent,  of  methvl  nonyl  ketone. — A.  H.  Salway  Ckem. 
See.,  1917,  111,  407)". 

DigitaKs  Tbapsi  in  American  Commerce. 

In  1916  samples  of  a  new  drug  were  offered  in  America  under 
the  name  of  Spanish  digitalis.  It  had  no  general  resemblance 
to  the  official  drug.  At  first  gfence  it  more  closely  resembles 
Terbojicum.  Thapsus.  Pharmacological  investigation  showed 
that  the  drug  belonged  to  the  digitalis  class  of  heart  tonics, 
and  that  the  particular  sample  under  examination  had  a  toxicity 
three  times  greater  than  that  of  the  average  official  drug.  No 
direct  inference  can  be  drawn  on  this  point  by  the  examination 
of  a  single  lot,  since  occasionally  a  parcel  of  American  digitalis 
is  equally  potent.  Further  work  on  a  number  of  samples  is 
requisite  to  determine  its  average  activity.  It  possesses  at  least 
two  of  the  valuable  effects  of  foxglove  on  the  rate  and  ampli- 
tude of  the  heart  beat.  It  also  more  nearly  resembles  stro- 
phantfaua  in  having  but  little  or  no  effect  on  the  blood  pressure, 
which  in  many  cases  is  a  distinct  advantage.  This  preliminaiy 
investigation  indicates  that  Digitalis  Thapxi  may  prove  to  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  cardiac  drugs.  The  distinctive  histo- 
logical structure  of  the  new  drug  is  fully  described  and  figured.- - 
O.  A.  Farwell  and  H.  C.  Hamilton  (Amcr.  J.  Pharm.  1917,  89, 
147). 

Crystallisation   and    Properties   of    a  Beta-monoglucoside  of 
'  Gb'cerin. 

In  1915  the  authors  announced  the  successful  synthesis  by  the 
biochemical  method  of  a  mixture  of  two  /3-monoglucosddes  of 
glycerin  iP.J.,  1916  [4],  41,  39).  At  that  time  these  were  not 
obtained  in  a  crystalline  condition ;  consequently  the  alcoholic 
solution  was  treated  with  ether  and  set  aside  in  an  ice  chamber, 
the  temperature  of  which  was  always  below  5°  or  6°  C.  Last 
February  crystals  were  observed  to  have  formed.  On  crushing 
T.Eese  with  a  ro<l  the  whole  pasty  precipitate  then  became 
defiflitely  crystalline  in  fifteen  days.  Finally,  small  irregular 
spherical  masses,  built  up  of  .slender  needles,  separated.  These 
are  extremely  soluble  in  alcohol,  so  they  were  washed  with 
ether.  They  melt  between  130°-135°  C.  on  the  Maquenne 
blo<-;k.  The  aqueous  solution  only  very  slightly  reduces 
Fehling's  reagent.  It  has  a  slight  sweet  taste,  with  a  bitter 
after-flavour  aD  —  28°  16'.  It  is,  therefore,  the  most  laevo- 
rotatory  of  the  two  monoglucosddes  of  glycerol.  It  is  hydro- 
lysed  by  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  under  pre.ssure.  and  also,  com- 
pletely, by  contact,  of  the  aqueous  solution  with  emulsin. — E. 
Bourqijelot,  M.  BnVM,  and  .\.  .Aubry  'Ctmptfji  rrnd.,  1917, 
■J64,  8.31). 


THE  JUNIORS'  COLUMNS. 

THE   STORY   OF   PLANT   LIFE  (18). 


Modifications  of  Stems. 

In  the  last  two  lessons  (P.J.  5,  5,  17,  p.  391,  and  P.J.  26,  5, 
17,  p.  438)  we  have  studied  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
ordinary  stem.  The  stem,  however,  fulfils  spocia/1  functions  in 
maiiy  cases.  Above  ground  it  takes  over  the  functions  of  the 
flower,  and  carries  on  vegetative  reproduction,  or  it  becomes 
modified  into  special  defensive  climbing  structures.  Under- 
ground it  exhibits  many  variations  in  structure,  but  in  all  such 
cases  the  essential  facts  are  the  storage  of  food  material  during 
the  simimer,  and  the  vegetative  propagation  of  the  species  by 
the  development  of  the  underground  portion  which  survives  the 
winter. 

Defensive  Modifications. 

The  lateral  branches  of  the  stem  may  be  modified  into  spines 
as  in  hawthorn.  The  student  should  procure  twigs  of  hawthorn, 
barberry  (Berberis  vulgaris),  and  rose.  These  three  plants 
defend  themselves  against  browsing  animals  by  means  of  spiny 
structures  which  are  very  similar.  The  spine  of  the  hawthorn 
is  a  modified,  stem;  this  is  proved  by  its  occurrence  in  the 
a.xil  of  a  leaf,  and  by  the  presence  of  very  reduced,  scale-like 
leaves  at  intervals  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  tip.  These 
scale  leaves  are  best  seen  in  young  spines,  but  the  marks  they 
leave  when  they  wither  away  can  be  traced  even  in  old  spines. 
The  sipine  of  the  barberry  is  part  of  a  leaf,  each  of  the  three  to 
live  leaflets  having  becoming  changed.  The  thorn  of  the  rose 
is  a  special  outgrowth  from  the  epidermis  of  the  stem,  and 
is  of  the  same  nature  as  a  hair.  The  numerous  thorns  and 
ipines  of  other  common  plants  should  be  examined,  and  their 
nature  determined  from  their  position  in  the  axil  of  a  leaf  or 
elsewhere,  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  scale  leaves. 

Climbing  Stems. 

Quite  a  number  of  stems  climb  like  the  hop,  by  a  circular 
motion  of  the  growing  tip  of  the  stem,  and  a  subsequent  tighten- 
ing up  of  the  coils  formed  around  the  support,  but  much  greater 
modification  occurs  in  the  formation  of  the  slender,  sensitive 
organs  known  as  tendrils.  These  may  be  formed  by  the  modi- 
fication of  leaves  and  stipules,  as  well  as  stems,  and  they  are 
usually  sensitive  to  contact,  responding  in  such  a  way  that 
the  plant  becomes  fixed  to  the  nearest  support.  The  commonest 
examples  of  stem  tendrils  are  the  vine  and  the  virgmia  creeper. 
The  latter  is  very  common,  and  can  usually  be  obtained  in 
good  condition  at  this  season.*  The  small  leaves  on  the  young 
tendrils  prove  the  stem  nature  of  the  organ,  and  the  student 
should  note  the  small  green  knobs  which  m  contact  with  the 
wall  flatten  out  and  attach  themselves  firmly,  thus  supporting 
the  climbex  very  efficiently.  The  mode  of  branchmg  should  be 
noted  also.t 

Aerial  Propagation. 

The  most  frequent  modification  of  the  stem  above  ground  for 
this  purpoee  is  the  development  of  roots  at  the  pomts  where 
the  leaves  arise  (the  nodes).  This  occurs  frequently  m  the  stem 
when  it  lies  along  the  ground,  and  also  m  branches  given  ott 
near  the  base  of  the  stem.  If  such  a  branch  is  long,  it  is  known 
as  a  runner,  if  it  is  short  it  is  known  as  an  offset.  in  both 
cases  new  plants  are  developed  by  the  decay  of  the  stem  between 
the  nodes.  The  runner,  as  in  the  strawberry,  is  the  usual  form. 
The  offset  is  less  common,  but  occurs  in  the  houseleek,  and 
several  other  plants  belonging  to  the  same  family,  which  are 
frequently  used  in  ornamental  garden  borders.  ^, 

Another  modification  is  the  shortening  of  the  stem  so  ttot  tne 
leaves  form  a  bud.  Such  a  bud  may  develop  into  a  flower,  as 
commonly  happens,  or  it  may  remain  vegetative  and  tall  to 
the  ground  on  the  decay  of  the  parent,  and  subsequently  develop 
into  a  new  plant. 

Underground  Propagation. 

The  underground  modification  of  the  stem  which  corresponds 
to  the  runner  ds  called  a  sucker.  Here  the  branch  may  be  long 
or  Aort.  The  rose  and  the  spearmint  are  well-known  examples, 
and  the  suckers  in  the  poplar  may  be  as  much  as  45  ".long. 
The  writer  has  seen  one  which  sent  up  a  leafy  broncih  3«st 
opposite  a  small  window  in 'a  dark  store-roorn  after  pasemg 
under  a  roadway  and  the  foundations  of  the  building  on  its  way 
from  the  parent  tree.  •       it,-  i  

The  most  frequent  modification,  however,  is  a  thiokenmg  ot 

*  Any  student  unable  to  obtain  fresh  material  ot  vireinia  creeper  can 
ao  so  by  sending  a  stamped  addreesed  envelope  to  the  Edi'o>  -  , 

^  As  bran.hing  is  the  subject  o{  a  latex  lesson,  n,  sketch  shouia  be  made 
of  the  tendril  to  show  the  position  of  the  leaves  with  relation  to  the  whole 
tendril  and  to  its  branches. 
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the  atom  wJiile  it  remains  horizontal  and  sends  up  a  leafy, 
flowering  shoot  from  the  tip.  A  lateral,  horizontal  branch  grows 
out,  and  continues  underground  growth  each  year.  The  plant 
is  tiius  protected  from  the  frosts  and  winds  of  winter.  Calamus 
and  Orris  "  Root "  are  examples  of  this  stem  structure,  which  is 
known  as  a  rhizome. 

Another  method  of  surviving  the  bad  season  or  perennating  is 
the  tuber.  The  Dotato  is  one  of  the  commonest  examples,  and 
the  student  Should  identify  the  apical  bud,  or  "aye,"  at  one 
end,  and  the  leaf  soars  at  tihe  side  of  the  other  "  eyes  "  farthest 
from  the  apex.  Th©  scar  of  the  unthickened  part  of  the  stem 
is  usually  a.t  the  thicker  end  of  the  tuber. 

The  corm  and  the  bulb  are  other  forms  of  perennation.  The 
corm  is  intermediate  between  the  tuber  and  the  bulb.  In  the 
former  the  apical  bud  ds  very  small,  and  the  swollen  stem  forms 
most  of  the  structure.  In  the  corm  the  apical  bud  is  larger 
in  comparison  with  the  swollen  stem,  which,  (however,  still 
forms  the  larger  part  of  the  perermating  plant.  The  bud  of 
tlie  crocus  corrn  should  be  examined  as  the  small  flower-bud 
can  be  distinguished  after  the  outer  leaves  have  been  carefully 
dissected  away.  Li  the  bulb  ithe  apical  bud  is  the  dominant 
part,  and  the  stem  is  reduced  to  a  dome-shaped  solid  mass  to 
TiPhich  the  large  succulent  leaves  or  leaf-bases  are  attached.  The 
onion  should  bo  carefully  dissected  as  an  example  of  a  bulb;  the 
points  to  be  noted  are  the  thin  scale  leaves  ootapletely  covering 
the  bulb,  the  thick  fleshy  leaves,  the  short  stem,  and  the  lateral 
bud  which  produces  the  bulb  of  the  following  year. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IRELAND. 

MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL, 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  of  th©  Phaiunaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  was  held  at  67,  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 
on  July  10,  Mr.  James  Tate,  President  of  the  Society,  (presided. 

New  Member  of  Council. 

The  Peesidext  welcomed  Mr.  Hanna,  who  had  been  unani- 
mously co-opted  a  member  of  Council  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Mr.  Batt. 

Changes  of  Address. 

The  following  notified  changes  of  address:— Mr.  D.  Gray, 
Ph.C,  to  Daamanway,  Co.  Cork;  Mr.  G.  W.  iHawthome,  Ph.C, 
to  285,  Springfield  Road,  Belfast;  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill,  Ph.C,  to  the 
Medical  Hall,  Midleton,  Co.  Cork;  Mr.  A.  Kinoaid,  Ph.C,  to 
the  Military  Hospital,  Windhuk,  South  West  Africa;  Mr.  H. 
Knight,  Ph.C,  to  The  Square,  Goi-t,  Co.  Galway;  Mr.  Edward 
Maokessy,  Ph.C,  to  the  Central  Pharmacy,  Kanturk,  Co.  Conk; 
Mr.  J.  D.  O'Connell,  Ph.C,  to  43,  Bank  Place,  Mallow,  Co. 
Cork;  Mr.  T.  J.  Orr,  Ph.C,  to  The  Medical  Hall,  Main  Street, 
Aughnacloy,  Co.  Tyrone;  Mr.  J.  A.  S.  Anderson,  R.D.,  to  High 
Street,  Killyleagh,  Co.  Down;  Mr.  Wm.  R.  H.  Orr,  R.D.,  to 
Orr's  Drug  Stores,  165,  Ormeau  Road,  Belfast. 

Letter  from  South-West  Africa. 

The  Registrar  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  Kincaid, 
Ph.C,  formerly  of  Dublin,  and  now  a  sergeant  S.A.M.R. 
(Medical  Staff),  dispenser  io  the  Military  Hospital,  Windhuk, 
South-West  Africa.  Mr.  Kincaid  gave  an  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  the  Dispensary,  which  is  the  principal  dispensary  in  the 
Protectorate,  and  is  neatly  fitted  up.  He  also  mentions  that 
they  have  an  up-to-date  X-Ray  and  electro-therapeutic  plajit 
which  cost  £2,80(3.  The  routine  is  the  usual  one — making  up 
X-Ray  solutions,  compounding  stock  mixtures,  dispinsing  for 
sick  parade,  also  the  analysis  and  microscopic  examination  of 
xirine  in  laboratorj-.  Mr.  Kincaid  adds  that  he  sometimes  has 
to  do  surgical  dressings,  syringe  ears,  etc. 

Appoiatment  of  Examiner. 

Mr.  John  McBirney,  V.S.,  M.P.S.I.,  was  re-eleciod  an 
Examiner,  to  conduct  the  Pharmaceutical  and  General  (jhemi.-,vry 
Division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examinati<-in, 

Elected  as  Members. 

The  following  were  elected  as  members:— Mr.  Ian  A.  Cl;uie, 
Ph.C.  Main  Street,  Portrush.  Co.  Antrim;  Mr.  J.  B.  F,-'<hncv, 
Ph.C,  The  Medical  Hall,  Graigue,  Co.  Kilkenny;  Mr.  R  H. 
Kerr,  Ph.C,  8,  Mount  Street,  Ballymena,  Co.  Antrim;  Mr. 
Thomas  McGettigan,  Ph.C,  14,  Market  Street,  Strabia-;  Mr. 
Frank  Loughman,  Ph.C,  The  Medical  Hall,  Main  Street,  Bal- 
linrobe,  Co.  Mayo;  Mr.  Thomas  Meban,  Plh.C,  Dunard, 
Broughshaue,  Co.  Antrim:  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Mevrick,  Ph.C,  10, 
Stuart  Street,  Aberdare,  South  Wales. 


Elected  as  Associate  Druggist. 

Mr.  John  Carney,  R.D.,  Ardee,  Co.  Louth,  was  elected  as  an. 
Associate  Druggist. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Reports  from  the  fohowing  Committees  were  considered :— Th& 
Law  Committee,  the  Certificates  Committee,  the  Declaratioiie- 
(!ommittee,  the  House  Committee,  and  the  School  Committee. 

Examination  Result. 

Preliminary  Examination. — D.  J.  Douglas  O'Reardon,  Tralee, . 
passed  with  Honours.    The   following    also   passed : — Mary  J. 
Shannon,  Dublin;  Catherine  Eva  Hartigan,  Kilmallock;  Anthony 
F.    Roche,    Tramore ;    Kathleen   M.    Healy,    Rathgar;  Louis- 
Elliman,  Dublin;  Cecilia   C   Levin,   Dublin;  Enrnia  Greene, 
Moate;  Arthur  Pitt,  York;  Mary  J.  Rice,  Fcrmoy ;  W.  E. 
Milton  Thomson,  Cork;  Catherine  M.  Harrington,  Skibboreea; 
Sophie  Hosford,  Ballineen;  Eliza  A.  Maguire,  Newt/ownbutler ; 
Nora  B.  Lee,  Riohhill ;   Ellen  B.  Young,  Rathgar;  Noel  H. 
Brandt,  Dublin;  David  Jackson,  Cork.    Twenty  candidates  were- 
rejected.  '  y 

Iter/istered  Druggist  Examination. — The  following  passed : — 
Maxwell  Given,  Londonderry ;  John  Hiehfield,  Limerick ; 
Thomas  McAllister,  Omagh ;  Joseph  Yeates  Thornton,  Rathvilly; 
Mary  Walker,  Belfast.    Eight  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — The  following  passed  i 
with  Honours: — Michael  Joseph  Cogan,   Queensbown;  Frank 
Toevan  Timoney,  Dublin;   William  Frederick  Whaley,  Ennis- 
killen;  John  Joseph  Roche,  Tramore;  Walter  Cecil  Tate,  Belfast. 
The  following   also   passed: — Patrick   Joseph  Walsh,  Tralee; 
Chancellor  Gibson,  Belfast;  Henry  Theodore  Smyth,  London- 
derry; John  Irwin  Pollock,  Monaghan ;  Frank  Strahan,  Dublin; 
Patrick  Joseph -Mangan,  Cork;  Michael  Farrell,  Leighlinbridge ; . 
William  Robert  Stinson,  Dungannon.    Seventeen  candidates  were  ■ 
rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant  Examination. — ^The  following  passed : 
— E.  A.  Evinson  Ashe,  DubUn  ;  Samuel  Henry  Forrest,  Cooks- 
town;  James  P.  Daly,  Cork.    Two  candidates  were  rejected. 


THE  PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  TRADE; 
ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  memibers  of  the  Proprietary  ATticlee- 
Trade  Association  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  London, 
on  July  12. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  annual  report,  its  adoption 
was  moved  by  the  President,  who  congratulated  the  Associa- 
tion on  its  "  Ibaokbone,"  namely,  its  6,(X)0  retail  members. — 
Mr.  RowSELL,  in  seconding  the  adoption,  said  that,  all  things 
considered,  the  Association  had  much  to  be  thankful  for.  The 
small  attendance  that  day  showed  satisfaction.  He  would  not 
be  satisfied  till  there  were  10,000  retail  members. — Mr.  W.  L. 
Ctjhrie,  in  supporting  the  President's  motion,  said  they  were 
under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  their  local  secretaries  and  to  secre- 
taries of  Associations  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Glasgow  Association  had  been  the  means  of 
increasing  the  membership  of  the  P.A.T.A.  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland.  Th^  report  and 
accounts  having  been  passed  unanimously,  Mr.  Keall  moved  a 
■Jote  of  thanks  to  the.  Chairman,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Kutnow,  and  unanimously  passed.  The  meeting  was  the 
shortest  P.A.T.A.  annual  meeting  on  record. 


THE  CHEMISTS"  DEFENCE  ASSOCIATION. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Chemists'  Defence 
.Association  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  July  12, 
the  dhair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  N.  Pickahd,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  directors. — Mr.  Pickard  referred  sympath-stically 
to  the  death,  since  last  annual  meeting,  of  Mr.  C  B.  Allen,  a 
former  director  of  the  Association,  and  mentioned  apprecia- 
tively the  co-option  of  Mr.  G.  J.  Knight.  Having  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  annual  report,  he  pointed  out  that  the  number 
of  mcmbei-s  was  now  4,999,  but  thoucht  the  figures  might  with 
advantage  to  the  trade  be  larger  still.  The  claims  during  the 
past  year  were  heavier  than  usual  owing  to  one  largo  one  of 
£500.  The  amount  under  the  heading  "  Legal  Expensp?  "  was 
also  heavy,  owing  to  there  having  been  unusual  necessity  for 
legal  advice.    It  was,  however,  satisfactory  that  a  balance  of 
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£852  had  been  carried  forward. — Mr.  Rowsell,  after  referring 
to  various  benefits,  added  that  another  had  been  arranged  lor 
by  the  directors  on  the  previous  day.  An  arrangement  had 
been  made  with  a  large  firm  of  private  inquiry  and  debt  collect- 
ing agents  by  whom  members  of  the  CD. A.  would  be  allowed 
a  substantial  discount  off  their  ordinary  annual  eubscriptions. 
With  regard  to  the  Veterinary  Section  sanctioned  by  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  1914,  Mr.  RowsELL  said  he  profiosed  to  ask  the 
directors  to  consider  the  advisability  of  commencing  work  on 
the  subject  at  an  early  date  without  waiting  till  the  war  was 
over.  He  reminded  the  meeting  of  the  terms  agreed  upon,  and 
wound  up  by  saying  that  when  the  Association  had  a  capital 
of  £20,000  behind  it  there  was  no  doubt  they  could  undertake 
still  more  useful  work. — The  following  directors  were  unani- 
mously elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  : — ^Messrs. 
J.  G.  Atkinson,  Upper  Norwood ;  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  Graves- 
end  ;  Herbert  W.  Colley,  Grimsby ;  W.  L.  Currie,  Glasgow ; 
John  Keall.  Wandsworth :  G.  J.  Knight,  Edgware  Road ; 
S.  X.  Pickard,  Ossett ;  P.  F.  Rowsell,  Exeter. 

^Messrs.  West  and  Drake  (were  reappointed  Auditors  for  the 
next  twelve  months. — The  Secretary  having  replied  to  the 
various  questione  asked,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  directors  for 
their  services  was  unanimously  passed. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. — The  Committee  meeting  of  the  Esses 
County  Association  was  held  on  July  12.  A  letter  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  was  read  stating  that  the  copper  sul- 
phate question  had  been  handed  over  to  Mr.  Campkin.  Whilst 
recognising  the  merit  of  Mr.  Campkin,  the  Committee  regretted 
the  fact  that  the  Council  had  not  moved  in  the  matter  as  a 
statutory  body,  but  had  relegated  the  duty  to  an  individual 
member  to  pursue  the  matter  in  his  private  capacity.  The  Com- 
mittee state  that  everj'thing  in  this  direction  had  already  been 
done,  and  looked  for  the  weight  of  the  Coimcil  to  further  the 
matter.— Mr.  Llotd  proposed  the  followiBg  resolution,  which 
was  adopted :  — 

That  this  Association  urges  the  Council  to  push  forward 
the  matter  of  obtaining  commissions  for  pharmacists  in  the 
Army  as  one  of  the  leading    questions   of    the  moment 
requiring  readjustment,  and  asks  that  the  negotiations  with 
the  War  Office  be  made  known,  together  with  the  result. 
The  Pbesident  gave  a  brief  resume  of  his  evidence  before 
the  Organisation  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. — A 
vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  President  and  Secretary  for 
their  attendance  before '  the  Committee.— The  report  of  the 
Metropolitan  and  Home  Counties  Organisation  Committee  was 
received. 

Maxikuu  Retail  Price  of  Sulphate  or  Copper. 
[The  expression  of  opinion  in  the  above  report  as  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the  move- 
ment for  a  readjustment  of  the  retail  lb.  price  of  sulphate  of 
copper  is  evidently  the  result  of  misapprehension.  A  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  July  Council  meeting  {P.J.,  July  7,  p.  3)  will 
show  that  Alderman  A.  S.  Campkin,  "as  a  member  having 
.special  knowledge  of  the  subject,  was  commissioned  on  behalf 
of  th>  Council  to  make  representations  on  the  lines  of  the 
Secreta,rj's  letter  to  Sir  R.  Winfrey,  M.P.,  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture."  Alderman  Campkin, 
therefore,  is  not  acting  in  a  private  but  in  an  official  and  repre- 
sentative capacity,  and  when  his  report  is  presented  to  the 
Council  it  will  consider  what  further  action,  if  anv,  is  to  be 
taken  in  the  matt&r. — Editor.] 


LONDON  COUNTY.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mitreo  of  the  London  County  Pharmaceutical  Associati-an  was 
held  3t  17,  Bloomsbury  Square  on  July  17. — On  a  question  raised 
by  Mr.  Shiktlipt,  concerning  the  eight  o'clock  Closing  Order, 
the  .Secretary  was  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Secre- 
taries* of  the  Dietrict  Associations  of  London  and  the  Secretary 
of  thf  Early  Closing  Association,  urging  the  continua.oce  of  the 
Order.  The  alterations  in  the  constitution  of  the  Committee  for 
tiif  year  1917-1918  are  as  follows : —Messrs.  C.  A.  Ndble,  C.  T. 
\\\<-u.  ,-ind  J.  Humphrey  replace  Messrs.  H.  R.  Procler,  W. 

and  G.  F.  Barratt,  resigned.  The  officers  for  the 
;ir  were  appointed  as  follows: — President,  Mr.  A.  R. 
,  V'foe-President,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hatfield;  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Tocher:-^Mr.  A'.  H.  Jexkin,  before  vacating  the 
chair,  aaid  that  he  had  had  a  plca'sant  year  of  office,  and 
tlianked  the  members  of  the  Executive  for  the  assistance  and 
support  he  had  received  while  occupying  the  Presidential  Chair. 
— ^Mr.  A.  R.  Melhcish  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  honour 


conferred  upon  him,  and  said  that  he  fully  realised  the  rcsponei- 
bility  of  his  position,  and  would  do  his  utmost  to  maintain  the 
standard  set  up  Iby  his  predecesisors.^On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Skinner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edmund  White,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Jenkin  for  tiie  aJble  manner  in 
which  he  had  carried  out  his  duties  during  the  past  year.— Mr. 
Jenkin  suitably  replied.  A  list  of  suggested  alterations  in  the 
Constitution  and  Rules  of  the  Association  was  referred  for  con- 
sideration aA  the  next  meeting,  cojjies  to  be  circulated  to  each 
member  with  an  explanatory  note.  To  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
Executive,  the  necos^ry  Sub-Committees  were  appointed.  A 
very  protracted  discussion  took  jdaoe  on  the  amount  of  levy 
payable  by  the  District  Associations  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
County  Executive.  It  was  finally  decided  that  the  pres-mt  levy 
of  Is.  per  member  should  be  continued.  The  report  of  the  Elec- 
tion iSub^Commilttee  twas  received.  The  report  contained  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  Election,  1917.  In  the  report  it  was  also  stated 
that  the  Metropolitan  and  Home  Counties  Organisation  Com- 
mittee no  longer  exists.  A  set  of  standing  orders  was  con- 
sidered and,  after  sligilit  amendment,  finally  adopted  The 
report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Sub-C\>mmittee  was  for- 
mally received  and  adopted.  The  next  meeting  of  the  County 
Executive  will  take  pilace  on  iSeptemiber  18,  emergencies 
excepted.  The  date  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  fixed  ifor  Thursday,  October  25,  1917. 


MIDDLESEX.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  County  Asso- 
ciation of  Pharmacists,  held  on  July  11,  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  the  following  oflioers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year: — ^President,  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
H.  E.  Clement ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Hugo  Wolff.  It  was  also  reported 
that  the  Home  Counties  Organisation  had  been  voluntarily 
wound  up,  and  the  various  active  members  had  taken  steps  to 
establish  a  oenti-al  pharmacy  club,  where  all  matters  relating 
to  pharmacy  might  be  considered  and  propaganda  pushed  for- 
ward. It  w^as  also  to  act  as  a  central  information  bureau,  and 
the  idea  met  with  general  acceptance. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Derby.— Poison  Bottles. 

At  the  request  of  the  Pricing  Biu-eau,  the  Derby  Borough 
Committee  have  issued  instructions  to  the  panel  chemists  to  the 
effect  that  in  all  cases  where  poisons  are  dispensed  and  it  is  not 
found  necessary  to  supply  a  fresh  poison  bottle,  owing  to  the 
patient  returning  a  bottle,  or  for  other  reasons,  the  scripts  should 
be  marked  "Bottle  not  supplied."  Data  received  from  the 
Bureau  show  that  during  the  three  months  ended  March  31 
last  the  number  of  prescriptions  dealt  with  in  the  borough  was 
32,566,,  the  average  total  cost  of  which  worked  out  at  6'80d.  each, 
the  average  ingredient  price  being  3'98d.,  and  dispensing  fee 
2-82d.    The  average  total  cost  per  insured  person  was  6-35d. 

Essex.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  a  meetino-  held  on  July  12  the  annual  report  was  circulated; 
and  adopted.  The  difficulty  with  regard  to  sugar  and  glycerin 
in  relation  to  National  HealtJh  Insurance  dispensing  was  dealt 
with.  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Kirkpatrick  were  elected  to  meet 
a  sub-committee  of  the  Panel  Committee,  in  order  to  suggest  the 
best  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty.  As  soon  as  an  agreement  is 
reached  the  Medical  Board  Sub-Committee  have  sanctioned  its 
issue,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  to  doctors  and  chemists  for  their 
guidance.  The  report  of  the  Checking  Bureau  for  February  and 
March  was  adopted.  A  rota  for  service  after  8  p.m.  has  been 
suggested  for  the  areas  Leytonstone,  East  Ham,  and  Waltharn- 
stow,  to  start  in  operation  on  September  1.  Sanction  for  this 
is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Insurance  Committee  at  their  meet- 
ing on  July  31.  A  marked  tribute  was  paid  to. Mr.  J.  A.  Matthews, 
Leytonstone,  by  his  re-election  as  Chairman,  inasmudh  as  a  rule 
had  been  suggested  that  honours  should  go  round.  Under 
present  conditions  it  was  the  unanimous  rverdict  that  he  should 
■retain  office.  Vice-President,  Mr.  T.  England  (re-elected)  ; 
Secretary,  C.  Goode ;  Pharmaceutical  Sub-Sei-vice  Committee, 
Mr.  J.  i-I.  Matthews,  Mr.  E.  H.  Slater,  Mr.  J.  Freeman;  Ex- 
ecutive Sub-Committee :  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews,  Mr.  T.  England, 
Mr.  C.  Rundle. 

London  County.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was  held 
at  Bank  Chambers,  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  on  July  10,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Melhuisih  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Wilkinson  and  Breese  have 
resigned,  and  Messrs.  C.  A.  Noble  and  J.  Humphrey  have  been 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  officers  for  the  vear  are:  — 
Chairman,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hatfield;  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  G,  B. 
Barnard;  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  A.  Tocher.    Messrs.  Hatfield  anc^ 
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Barnard  were  also  appointed  members  of  the  Finance  Sub-Coin- 
mittee.  The  representatives  on  the  Pharnraceutical  Service  Sub- 
Committee  were  rs-electod.  The  question  of  the  system  of 
pricing  certain  pills  was  again  considered  at  some  length,  and  it 
was  decided  to  forward  a  strong  resolution  on  the  matter  to 
the  Insurance  Committee.  The  report  of  the  Central  Checking 
Bureau  for  the  months  of  March  and  April  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  statistics  showed  that  the  accuracy  of  the  pi-icing 
was  well  maintained,  the  margin  of  error  being  0'07  per  cent, 
for  March  and  0  03  per  cent,  for  April.  After  the  adoption  of 
the  aimual  report  and  statement  of  accounts,  a.  vote  of  tlhanks 
was  accorded  to  Mr.  H.  R.  Procter  and  Mr.  W.  Wells  for 
examining  the  accounts  on  behalf  of  panel  chemists.  The  Secre- 
tary reported  (a)  that  the  total  number  of  prescriptions  for  the 
first  quarter  1917  was  1,202,915,  value  (£27,821  4s.  lOd.,  and  the 
average  cost  per  prescription  5'55d.  ;  ib)  that  the  total  number  of 
prescriptions  for  the  month  of  April,  1917,  was  327,150,  value 
£3,617  5s.  5d.,  and  the  average  cost  per  prescription  5'59d. ;  (c) 
that  three  complaints  against  chemists  were  now  being  investi- 
gated ;  id)  that  the  Panel  Committee  Iliad  approved  of  the  substitute 
recommended  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  glyoeirin  and 
Bvrup  occurring  in  '  L.I.P."  preparations,  and  tliat  dhemists 
should  await  notification  from  the  Insurance  Committee  before 
using  any  substitute;  (e)  on  the  financial  position  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  result  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. In  the  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Service  Sub-Com- 
mittee, four  complaints  were  mentioned.  Steps  are  being  t;iken 
to  ascertain  the  facts  concerning  the  alleged  inaccuracy.  A 
rtatement  of  accounts  was  presented  from  the  Local  Associations 
Executive,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  each 
I'ijarmaceutical  Committee  concerned  in  tihe  Checking  Bureau. 

Middlesex.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conrunittee  on  July  11  it 
was  found  that  no  wish  had  been  expressed  for  an  election,  and 
the  members  decided  to  continue  in  office  for  the  enusing  year 
The  officers  elected  were  :-HChairman,  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner; 
Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  H.  E.  Clement;  Secretary,  Mr.  Hugo  Wolff 
The  Pharmaceutical  Service  Sub-Committee:  Messrs.  Skinner' 
Oiement,  and  Wolff.  Joint  Services:  Messrs.  Skinner  and 
Clement.  The  report  of  the  checking  supervisor,  which  was 
given  and  adopted,  stated  that  59,165  scripts  had  been  sent  in 
for  April,  and  56,342  for  May.  The  numbers  of  prescriptions 
were  69,790  for  April,  and  66,835  for  May.  The  average  cost  per 
ecript  was  6.9d.  for  April,  and  6.97d.  for  May;  the  average  cost 
per  prescription  was  5.9d.  for  both  April  and  May.  Though  the 
average  cost  was  higher  than  it  had  been  for  some  months  past, 
it  was  about  0.3d.  lower  than  the  average  for  1916.  The  re-assess- 
ment of  drug  prices  for  the  purposes  of  Article  5  of  the  Medical 
Benefit  Regulations  being  now  completed  for  the  whole  of  the 
year  1916,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  addition  of  17i  per 
oemt.  would  be  necessary  to  bring  the  cost  of  the  Middlesex 
Bcoapts  as  priced  during  the  year  up  to  the  level  of  the  1915 
prices. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Edinburgh  Court  of  Session. 


Panel  Practitioner's  Action  Against  Insurance  Committee. 

An  action  has  been  raised  in  the  Court  of  Session  at  Edin- 
burgh at  the  instance  of  Alexander  Mitchell,  M.B.,  CM.,  70, 
High  Street,  ^Aberdeen,  against  the  Insurance  Committee  for 
the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  in  which  plaintiff  sues  (1)  for  reduction 
of  a  decision  of  the  Insurance  Committee  at  a  meeting  held  on 
December  6,  1916,  by  which  they  resolved  to  deduct  from  his 
remuneration  as  a  panel  practitioner  the  sum  of  £244,  in  respect 
of  alleged  extravagant  prescribing,  and  (2)  for  payment  of 
that  sum.  Defendants  point  out  that  if  the  calls  on  the  Drug 
Fund  are  excessive  the  resulting  deficiency  falls  as  a  dead  loss 
to  the  whole  body  of  chemists  unless  it  be  charged  against  the 
medical  practitioners  responsible  for  the  excess.  They  allege 
that  plaintiff's  rate  for  prescriptions  has  been  one  of  the  highest 
in  Scotland  among  panel  doctors  with  a  considerable  practice : 
that  the  information  upon  which  they  acted  consisted  of 
detailed  statistics  showing  the  number  of  persons  on  plaintiff's 
panel  and  other  particulars,  and  that  no  adequate  explanation 
was  offered  for  the  cost  of  the  prescriptions  exceeding  the  aiver- 
age  for  the  other  doctors  in  Aberdeen.  Defendants  plead  that 
the  Court  has  no  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  action  is  incom- 
petent in  respect  that  the  only  metho<l  of  review  open  to  the 
plaintiff  is  an  appeal  to  the  .Scottish  Insurance  Commissioners, 
and  that  the  action  is  excluded  by  .statute.  Lord  Ormidale  on 
July  IJ  sent  the  pleadings  to  the  roll  for  discussion. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 

.\nswers  to  Questions.— July  16. 

Bbead  (Rope  Disease). 
In  reply  to  Sir  G.  Touche,  Mr.  Bridgman  explained  that  the 
tendency  of  bread  to  develop  mould  is  attributed  to  the  use  of 
maizB  flour  whiqh  has  been  imperfectly  ground.  This  has 
already  been  remedied  by  improved  machinery  and  more  expert 
treatment.  There  is  no  evidence  that  admixtures  increase  the 
risk  of  "  ro,pe.  '  The  conditions  favouring  the  fermentation 
are  warmth  and  excessive  moisture. 

Prohibition  of  Petrol  for  Pleasure  Purposes. 

Replying  to  questions  by  Messrs.  Cathoart  Wason,  Clancy, 
and  riogge,  Mr.  Roberts  stated  that  if  motor-cars  are  used  for 
pleasure  purposes  they  must  be  run  on  petrol  secured  prior  to 
the  restrictions  being  imposed.  They  were  now  controlling  dis- 
tribution, at  the  source,  and  consumers  have  to  make  a  deolara- 
tion  that  the  cars  they  run  are  used  exclusively  for  public  or 
business  purposes.         Bonded  Spirit. 

On  July  16,  replying  to  Mr.  D.  Millar,,  the  Minister  of  Muni- 
tions (Dr.  AddisonJ  informed  him  that  the  alcohol  required  for 
munitions  and  commercial  purposes  is  for  the  present  being 
obtained  from  the  distilleries  producing  yeast,  and  from  molasses, 
the  importation  of  which  does  not  occupy  tonnage  required  for 
food  materials.  There  is  not,  in  the  meantime,  any  intention  of 
using  existing  stocks  of  bonded  spirits  for  the  manufacture  of 
munitions.  Vivisection. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Chancellor,  Sir  G.  Cave  stated  that  the 
Experimental  Ground  at  Porton  had  been  registered  as  a  place 
where  experimeaxts  on  animals  may  be  performed.  The  persons 
authorised  to  perform  experiments  there  are  Mr.  J.  Barcroft, 
F.R.S.,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  W.  Orossley,  C.M.G.,  F.B.S. 
(formerly  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy). 
The  experiments  performed  there  are  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
the  effects  of  poisonous  gases  and  liquids. 

'  Free  Supply  of  Salvarsan  and  its  Substitutes  to  Medical 
Practitioners. 

Answering  for  the  Local  CJovernment  Board,  Mr.  Fisher  on 
July  It  informed  Mr.  King  (Lib.,  N.  Somerset)  that  at  present 
seventy-one  medical  practitioners  in  London  were  placed  on 
the  list  of  approved  doctors  who  oould  receive,  free  of  charge, 
supplies  of  salvarsan  and  its  substitutes.  The  department  had 
no  complete  information  of  the  number  of  practitioners 
throughout  the  country  entitled  to  similar  free  supplies. 
Women  as  well  as  men  doctors  were  entitled  to  the  privilege 
of  such  a  supply,  and  the  conditions  of  supply  had  been  set  out 
by  the  Local  (Sovernmeht  Board  in  a  circular  letter  dated 
August  29,  1916.  Finance  Bill. 

The  Finance  Bill,  as  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  states 
that  the  additional  medical  duties  imposed  by  the  Finance 
(No.  2)  Act,  1915.  shall  continue  to  be  levied  and  paid  till 
August  1,  1918.  No  explicit  reference  is  made  to  the  mineral 
waters  duty,  but  this  also  continues  for  another  year.  On 
Monday,  on  the  Report  stage  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  (Lib., 
.Stepney)  proposed  a  new  clause  repealing  these  duties  on 
table  waters,  but  Mr.  Bonar  Law  could  not  make  any  conces- 
sion, and  confessed  that  he  w^as  not  able  to  deal  with  the 
detailed  case  made  for  the  removal  of  the  duties.  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  eventually  withdrew  the  proposed  clause,  and  said  he 
hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  make  a  con- 
cession next  year. 

In  proposing  that  the  tax  should  be  abandoned,  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  pointed  out  that  sales  had  fallen  off  enormously,  and  that 
the  tax,  estimated  by  the  Government  to  yield  £2,OiDO,000,  had 
only  yielded  £l,200,(j00.  In  the  current  year  the  Treasury  only 
budgeted  for  £1,400,000.  Army  canteens  and  the  public  too 
were  using  lemonade  crystals,  which  paid  no  tax.  He  pointed 
out  that  with  the  tax  on  sugar  mineral  waters  were  paying 
4d.  taxation  per  gallon,  and  low-gravity  beers  only  2id. 

Mr.  Denniss  (U.^  Oldham)  declared  that  the  tax  had  ruined 
half  to  three-quarters  of  the  small  tradesmen  who  brewed  herb 
beer.  Mr.  Aneurin  Williams  (L.,  Durham,  N.W.)  pressed 
the  point  that  ginger  beer  paid  a  heavier  tax  than  light  ale. 
But,  as  related  above.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  made  no  concession. 

Early  Closing  Order. 

Answering  Mr.  Wai-wick  Brookes  (U..  Mile  End)  on  Tuesday, 
the  Home  Secretary  (Sir  George  Cave)  said  a  precise  estimate 
of  the  effect  of  the  Early  Closing  Order  could  not  be  made,  but 
the  information  of  the  Home  Office  was  that  it  had  not  in- 
juriously affected  the  majority  of  small  shopkeepers.  Inquiry 
in  the  spring,  when  the  Order  was  renewed,  showed  that,  after 
experience  of  it,  only  a  comparatively  srilall  minority  etill 
opposed  it. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday.  July  19,  1917. 
The  week  has  uot  been  particularly  eventful,  but  the  general 
tendency  of  prices  continues  in  an  up^vard  direction.  Bromides 
axe  dearer,  and  one  of  the  makers  quotes  higher  prices  than 
another  for  the  Potassium  Salt ;  Sodium  Bromide  is  un- 
changed. There  has  been  more  life  in  the  Quinine  market, 
and  parcels  have  changed  hands  at  slightly  higher  prices. 
In  synthetic  drugs  there  are  no  changes  of  importance,  and 
there  has  been  no  further  advance  in  the  prices  of  salicylates. 
Following  on  a  further  advance  in  the  value  of  Cloves  the  oil 
is  again  dearer.  The  demand  for  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  on 
the  part  of  agriculturists  is  increasing,  and  the  Government 
have  authorised  prices  to  be  fixed  for  a  further  twelve  months. 

Higher. — Potassium  Bromide,  Ammonium  Bromide,  Oil  of 
Cloves,  Turmeric,  Gentian  Root.  Star  Aniseed  Oil,  Cassia  Oil, 
Senega  Root.  Sarsaparilla,  Formaldehyde,  Arsenic,  Cloves. 

Firmer. — Cream  of  Tartar,  Quinine,  American  Peppermint 
Oil,  Salol,  Milk  Sugar. 

Easier. — Acetanilide. 


Acetanilide. — If  anything  a  trifle  easier  at  2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  per 
lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — The  situation  is  unchanged ;  stiU 
available  at  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Almond  Oil. — Unchanged  at  2s.  8d.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — There  has  been  a  further  sharp  advance  in  prices. 

Belladonna  Root. — Anything  available  is  worth  about  6s. 
per  lb. 

*    Barbitone. — Firm  at  112s.  to  115s.  per  lb. 

Boric  Acid. — 62s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  64s.  for  powder. 

Bromides. — The  potassium  salt  is  dearer  at  6s.  6d.  per  lb. 
for  granules  and  6s.  9d.  for  crystals ;  one  maker  quotes  higher 
than  these  figures.  Ammonium  Bromide  is  also  dearer  at  4s. 
to  4s.  Id.  per  lb.    Sodium  is  unchanged  at  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Calumba  Root. — The  scarcity  is  unrelieved,  and  100s.  is 
wanted  for  washed  pickings. 

Camphor. — Makers  are  much  behind  with  deliveries,  and 
are  inclined  to  refuse  new  orders. 

Capsicums.— All  the  offerings  were  bought  in  at  the  Spice 
Sales. 

Cassia  Oil.— Again  dearer  at  5s.  for  85  to  90 ;  4s.  9d.  for  80 
to  85  ;  and  4s.  6d.  for  70  to  75. 

Caustic  Soda. — Business  is  restricted  through  lack  of 
supply.    Prices  are  nominal :  70  per  cent.,  £32  lO.s.  to  £33. 

Chamomiles. — Business  has  been  done  at  380s.  for  old 
Belgian  ;  for  French  450s.  is  wanted. 

Chillies. — At  the  Spice  Sales  a  few  bags  of  Xvassa  sold  at 
aOs.  for  dull. 

Citric  Acid. — Most  of  the  outside  parcels  appear  to  have 
been  cleared  off  the  market,  and  prices  are  steadier  at  about 
33.  3d.  to  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Again 'dearer  on  basis  of  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  fair 
Zanziba  r.--. 

Coriander  Seed. — 70s.  for  Morocco. 

Cream  of   Tartar. — The    upward  tendency  continues,  and 
247.=  .  6d.  is  quoted  for  98  per  cent. 
Cummin  Seed. — Value  is  about  65s. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — For  Portuguese  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  asked  ; 
Rusfiian  la  firm  at  2.s. 

Eucalyptus  Oil — 75  per  cent,  is  quoted  2s.  4^.  per  lb. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — Value  of  spot  is  about  £40. 

Formaldehyde. — Some  holders  have  advanced  their  prices; 
'tocks  are  Vj^in^  reduced 

Gentian  Root. — Dearer  at  77.s.  6d.  for  ordinary  French. 

Ginger. — Considerable  quantities  of  Cochin  and  Calicut  were 
eatalogufd  for  Wednesday's  .sales,  but  only  a  few  bags  of 
washed  Cochin  sold,  at  67s.  for  damaged;  .Japan,  limed,  sold 
without  reserve  at  40s.  for  plump,  partly  mouldy. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sudan  .<"orts  are  unsettled ;  ii  is  difficult  to 
get  a  quotation. 


Glycerophosphates. — The  Calcium  Salt  is  still  in  big  demand 
and  scarce ;  the  Potassium  Salt  is  al.so  rather  scarce,  but  tke 
other  salts  are  more  readily  obtainable. 

Liquorice  Root. — Continues  rather  .scarce  and  firm. 

Lycopodium — Is  still  !»\-ailabile  at  4«.  9d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Quiet  at  about  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb.  for 
Kobavashi  and/or  Suzuki. 

Milk  Sugar.— Firm  at  210s.  to  220s.  for  Dutch. 

Oil  of  Cloves. — Again  dearer  at  9s.  per  lb. 

Orange  Oil. — Firm  at  lis.  for  sweet  on  the  spot. 

Palma  Rosa  Oil. — Scarce  and  wortfh  about  15s.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Firm  at  18s.  per  lb.  for  H.G.H.  and  143. 
for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins.  \ 

Phenacetin. — Firm  at  about  90s.  per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Firm  at  labout  57s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Pilocarpine. — 27s.  6d.  for  tllie  hydroolilorate  and  25s.  for  the 
nitrate. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — The  scarcity  is  unrelieved,  and 
holders  ask  about  15s.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — The  tendency  is  distinctly  firmer,  and  business 
is  reported  at  2s.  9d.  per  oz.  for  t)he  sulphate.  In  view  of  the 
reduced  stocks  much  higher  prices  might  proba^bly  be  asked 
were  it  not  for  certain  circumstances. 

Rubber. — Quiet.  Plantation  :  Standard  Xo.  1  crepe,  2s.  6id. 
per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s.  2d. 

Saccharin. — ^The  good  demand  continues;  340s.  to  350s.  is 
quoted  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — There  has  been  no  further  upward  movement 
in  prices ;  Acid,  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  Sodium  Salicylate,  9s.  per  lb. 

Salol. — Firmer  at  10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  few  bales  of  Lima  which  arrived  have 
been  cleared  at  a  price  in  the  neighbourhood  of  3s.  6d.  per 
lb.  ;  Honduras  has  sold  at  2s.  4d. 

Senega  Root. — Ratlher  dearer,  2s.  4d.  j)er  lb.  being  asked. 

Shellac. — Steady  on  basis  of  217s.  for  fair  T.X.  orange. 

Soda  Crystals. — ^The  demand  has  fallen  off  slightly. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Dearer  at  3s.  7d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship  " 
brand. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — The  Government  have  authorised 
prices  to  be  fixed  for  a  further  twelve  months  for  home  trade 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

Sulphonal. — Firm  at  42s.  6d.  to  44s.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. — A  trifle  easier  at  about  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — American  spot,  55s.  9d. 

Turmeric. — Dearer;  business  is  reported  at  50s.  per  cwt. 
for  Madras  finger,  and  52s.  6d.  is  now  mentioned  as  the  price; 
Cochin  bulbs  are  quoted  40s. 

Wintergreen  Oil  (Natural). — Price  is  about  12s.  per  lb. 

Heavy  Chemicals. — Writing  under  date  July  17,  Messrs. 
Wrathall  and  Co.  state  as  follows : — -The  chemical  market 
during  the  past  week  is  quite  featureless,  the  prices  of  most 
commodities  continue  in  favour  of  sellers,  stocks  generally 
being  very  light,  and,  whilst  tlhe  demand  is  not  lacking, 
supplies  are  very  limited.  Government  requirements  accounV 
ing  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  various  outputs,  and  the 
number  of  articles  included  in  this  category  is  a  constantly 
increasing  one.  Bleaching  Powder  is  unchanged,  and  the 
business  in  Caustic  Soda  is  restricted  only  through  lack  of 
supply.  Nitrate  of  Soda  is  quite  firm,  but  price  unchanged. 
Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  receiving  increased  attention  from 
agriculturists,  and  the  Government  have  authorised  prices  to 
be  fixed  for  a  further  twelve  months,  so  fatmers  can  now  buy 
ahead  for  next  season.  Quotations  for  imported  chemicals 
vary  greatly,  being  largely  dependent  upon  freight.  For- 
maldehyde stocks  are  being  reduced,  and  some  holders  have 
advanced  their  prices  quite  smartly  the  last  Aveek.  There  is 
a  good  inquiry  for  Chloride  of  Zinc,  which  is  very  scarce, 
there  being  a  shortage  of  raw  materials  as  well  as  labour. 
Arsenic  shows  a  further  smart  advance  both  for  spot  and  the 
near  future.  Soda  crystals  are  slightly  less  brisk,  as  the 
demand  for  potato  spraying  in  Ireland  usually  ceases  after 
.July  12.  Naphthaline  products  all  show  furtner  advances,  the 
export  demand  continuing  very  good,  and  the  season  is  ex- 
pected to  be  a  late  one.  Sulphuric  Acid,  w^hiLst  slightly  more 
plentiful,  is  still  most  difficult  to  obtain,  except  for  very 
special  purposes,  the  desire  being  apparently  to  conserve  a 
continuous  supply  over  a  period. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 


ANNUAL   MEETING  IN  BIRMINGHAM. 

After  an  interval  of  ten  years  since  its  last  visit,  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  above  Society  is  being  hold  in  Birmingham  this 
week.  In  consequence  of  the  war  the  function  has  boen  modi- 
fied into  a  purely  ^ientific  and  technical  congress,  thoroughly 
representative  of  the  progress  of  chemical  industry  in  Great 
Britain.  In  Oonneotion  with  the  meeting  an  interesting  exhibition 
was  arranged,  illustrative  of  the  tprogress  in  producing"  chemical 
and  other  commodities  in  this  country  formerly  manufactured 
by  Germany.  The  proceedings  wore  opened  on  Wednesday 
forenoon,  July  18,  when  the  d_elegates  were  accorded  a  civic 
welcome  by  the  Lord  Mavor,  and  the  President  (Dr.  Charles 
Carpenter)  delivered  an  address,  the  principal  points  in  which, 
together  with  a  summary  of  some  of  the  papers  read  at  the 
subsequent  sessions  of  the  meeting,  will  appear  in  next  week's 
issue. 

WILLS. 

Mr.  Teter  Harrower,  East  India  merchant,  Cardi-oss,  near 
Glasgow,  and  formerly  for  many  years  a  retail  chemist  and 
druggist  in  Glasgow,  who  died  in  1913;  real  and  personal  estate 
as  per  corrected  inventory,  £87,316. 

Mr.  Hugh  Whittle,  of  285,  Park  Road,  Oldham,  Lanes.,  for- 
merly of  59,  Greengato  Street,  Oldliam,  chemist  and  druggist,  a 
director  oi  J.  and  J.  Thompson  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  who  died  in 
April  last,  left  estate  valued  at  £826  19s.  gross,  with  net  per- 
sonalty £458  Os.  2d.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Alice  Ann  AVhittle,  of  the  above  address,  the 
sole  executrix. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dexter  Robinson,  Ph.C,  of  17,  High  Street, 
Haverhill,  Suffolk,  formerly  in  business  in  London,  Somerset, 
and  Biggleswade,  vAio  died  on  May  6  last,  intestate,  a.ged  sixty- 
three  yeaa:?,  son  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Robinson,  of  The  Manor  House, 
St«vington,  Beds.,  left  estate  valued  at  £1,090  8s.  lid.- gross,  with 
net  personalty  £557  4s.  3d.  Letters  of  administration  have  been 
granted  to  ihis  widow,  Mrs.  Margaret  Mary  Robinson,  of  the 
above  address. 

Mr.  Ralph  Cuthbert,  of  68,  West  Parade,  Huddersfield, 
chemist  and  druggist,  chairman  of  Messrs.  Ralph  Cuthbert, 
Ltd.,  who  died  on  April  13  last,  aged  70,  left  estate  of  the  gross 
value  of  £19,455  14s.,  of  which  £19,352  7s.  lid.  is  net  personalty. 
Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  Herbert  Sohofield, 
of  Ashfield  New  Hey  Road,  Huddersfield,  manufacturer, 
Mr.  Joseph  Frederick  Russell,  of  Imperial  Road,  Huddersfield, 
chemist,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Walter  Coates,  of  Station  Street,  Hud- 
der.<fi('ld,  sUitioner. 

Second-Lieutenant  Charles  Frederick  Carr,  Sheiv.ood 
Foresters,  of  21,  Long  Row,  Xottiugham,  at  one  time  senior 
Vice-President  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society,  and  afterwards  in  partnership  with  Alderman  FitzLugh, 
in  Nottingham,  and  becoming  there  a  Vice-President  and  Hon. 
Secietary  of  .the  Chemists'  Association,  who  died  in  France  from 
wounds  on  February  20,  'has  left  estate  of  the  value  of  £2,164 
17s.  Id.  The  executors  are  George  John  Robert  Parkes,  of  109, 
Musters  Road,  W"est  Bridgford,  Notts,  and  Henry  Clifford  Prince, 
of  22,  Musters  Road,  chemist. 

Mr.  Frederick  Birtwell  Bennett,  of  18,  Corkickle,  and  of  37, 
King  Street,  both  in  Whitehaven,  Cuinbcdand,  formerly  of 
Cleator  Moor,  chemist  and  druggist.  Local  Secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Chairman  of  the  Cumberland  Pharm.a- 
oeutical  Committee,  who  died  on  March  12  last,  aged  fifty-five 
years,  left  estate  valued  at  £2,327  lis.  3d,  gross,  with  not 
personalty  £1,000  7s.  4d,  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted 
to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Jane  Bennett,  of  the  above  address,  and 
Mr.  John  Burchell,  of  1,  Lome  Villas,  Workington,  secretary 
to  a  public  comjmny. 

Mr.  Francis  Sutton,  of  32,  Lower  Close,  Norwich,  analytical 
and  manufacturing  chemist,  author  of  the  well-kriown  work  on 
'  Volumetric  Analysis,'  who  died  on  April  16.  has  left  estate 
of  the  gross  value  of  £13,149  5s.  6d.,  of  which  £11.168  5s.  2d.  is 
net  per.sonalty.  Probate  of  the  will,  dated  May  21,  1909,  with 
a  codicil  of  August  9.  1910.  is  granted  to  Francis  Napier  Sutton, 
of  21,  Lydford  Road,  Cricklewood,  Local  Govermnent  Board 
Inspector,  son,  and  John  Richard  Skelton,  of  Thorpe  St.  Andrew, 
Norfolk,  son-in-law.  The  testator  gives  the  copyright  of  his 
handbook  of  '  Volumetric  Analysis,'  of  which  he  was  the  author 
and  proprietor,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  profits  therefrom  to  his 
son,  Francis  Napier,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Whiskard.  during 
her  life,  and  .subject  thereto,  to  his  said  .son;  £500  each  to  his 
children,  Francis  Napier,  Nora  Margaret,  Edmund  Stanley, 
Annette  Peters,  and  Mrs.  Whiskard ;  £100  each  to  the  executors ; 
£250  each  to  his  grandchildren.  Enid  and  .Stanley  Blackburn, 
and  the  residue  of  the  property  to  his  six  children. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  A.  Jerrold-Nathan,  C.C.,  chairman  of  Barclay  and  Sons, 
Ltd.,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  London  Court  of  Arbitra- 
tion, in  suocQssion  to  Mr.  Stanley  Machin. 

Sir  Henry  Trueman  Wood,  who  has  been  Secretary  to  tli© 
Royal  Society  of  Arts  for  thirty-eight  years,  is  retiring  from  that 
office  in  September.  He  is  the  author,  among  other  important 
works,  of  a  'History  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts.'  An  annual 
lecture  will  commemorate  Sir  Henry's  long  cormection  with 
and  faithful  service  to  the  Society. 

Sir  William  Wbitia,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Queen's 
College,  Belfast,  and  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society,  whose  name  and  reputation  as  the  author  of  a 
standard  '  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,'  which  haR  passed  through 
many  editions,  and,  as  a  leading  authority  on  Pharmacology,  is 
familiar  to  British  pharmacists  all  the  world  over,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Goivernment  as  one  of  the  Belfast  repre- 
sentatives on  the  forthcoming  Irish  Convention,  which  is  to 
discuss  and,  if  possible,  adjust  the  application  of  a  Home  Rule 
scheme  to  Ireland. 


BIRTHS. 

Carter.— On  June  25,  at  86,  St.  James  Road,  Barnsbury.  N., 
the  wife  of  John  C.  Cart«(r,  chemist  and  druggist — a  daughter. 

Dickson.— On  July  10,  at  101,  Oxford  Drive,  N.  Kelvinside, 
Glasgow,  the  wife  of  Robert  Dickson,  chemist  and  druggist — a 
daughter. 

Etherington.— On  July  5,  at  117,  Milm-ow  Road,  Rochdale,  the 
wife  of  L.  Etherington,  M.P.S.,  F.S.M.C.— a  daughter. 

Howell. — On  July  10,  at  Glaslwyn,  Llansamlet,  Swansea,  the 
wife  of  D.  Grill  Howell,  M.P.S.  (late  demonstrator,  Westminster 
College) — a  daughter. 

Hughes. — On  July  6,  at  Westacre,  Dunham  Massey,  Cheshire, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  Griffiths  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist — a  son. 

McNab.— On  July  14-,  at  4,  Grange  Terrace,  Langside,  Glas- 
gow, the  wife  of  Leonard  MoNab,  chemist  and  druggist — a  son. 

Neathercoat.— On  .July  13,  at  19,  Beaumont  Street,  Devonshire 
Place,  W.,  the  wife  of  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  J.P.,  Vice-President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain — a  son. 

Steele.— On  July  13,  at  273,  Fulham  Road,  S.W.,  the  wife  of 
WiO.  H.  R.  Steele,  chemist  and  druggist— a  daughter. 

Wilson.— At  "  The  Dell,"  EUesboro,  Bucks.,  the  wife  of  E<]gar 
Wilson,  M.P.S.,  356,  Essex  Road,  N.— a  son 

MARRIAGES. 


Ford— Tempest.— At  St.  Mark's  Church,  Regent's  Park,  N.W., 
on  July  17.  by  the  Rev.  H.  D.  Barrett,  vicar,  William  Crossley 
Ford,  iVI.P.S.,  Kelvin  House,  Camden  Road,  N.W.,  to' Elizabetli. 
younger  daughter  of  the  late  Aldeiujan  Tempest,  J.P.,  of 
Tam  worth. 

Holmes— Guest.— At  St.  Alban's  Church,  Stockport,  on 
July  16,  by  the  Rev.  Dudley  E.  Sturt,  B.A.,  Nathaniel  Wheat- 
croft  Holmes.  M.P.S.,  Darwen.  Lanes.,  to  Nellie  Guest,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Guest,  Hazel  Grove,  Stockport. 

Morrell— Hilman. — On  July  12,  at  St.  John's,  Westminster, 
Dr.  G.  F.  Morrell,  of  Messrs.  Pierson,  Morrell,  and  Co.,  mami- 
facturing  chemists.  New  Barnet,  formerly  on  the  staff  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy,  to  Florence,  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Hilman,  of  The  Glen,  Norbury  Avenue,  Streatham, 
S.W.   

DEATHS. 

Charnley. — On  July  13,  at  44,  Liverpool  Road,  Southpcrt, 
Charles  Charnley,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  78. 

Geddes. — Recently,  of  fever,  when  on  a  visit  to  Calcutta,  Anna 
Frazer  Morton,  wife  of  Professor  Patrick  Geddes,  of  the  Chair  of 
Botany,  University  College,  Dundee.  Professor  Geddes.  who  is 
well  known  to  many  pharmacists  as  a  former  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland,  is  at  present  in  India  on  a 
scientific  mission  connected  with  the  war.  and  heartfelt  sympathy 
will  be  extended  to  his  bereaved  family  and  himself  under  the 
exceptionally  sad  circumstances  of  their  loss. 

Jack. — At  Arbroath  recently,  Mr.  James  Jack.  Aged  82. 
The  late  Mr.  Jack,  who  was  the  father  of  Mr.  James 
Jack,  Ph.C,  F.L.S.,  Arbroath  (member  of  the  N.B.B.  Execu- 
tive, and  a  former  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scot- 
land), was  for  almost  forty  years  ronne<ted  with  the  Nortiiern 
Lighthouse  Service — his  principal  station  being  the  famous  Bell 
Rock  Lighthouse,  of  which  he  was  head  keeper  for  seventeen 
years.  Mr.  Jack,  Ph.C,  was  bom  at  the  Calf  of  Mm,  when  his 
father  was  lighthouse  keeper  there. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Protosperm,  Sporophore,  Seed. 

The  old  divisions  of  oryptogamic  and  phanerogamic  plants, 
•which  former  botanists  were  inclined  to  regard  as  mutually  exclu- 
sive, are  in  reality  not  so  sharp  and  clear  as  was  believed. 
Modern  botany  is  aware  of  characters  oonimon  to  both  sections. 
Phanerogams  are  also  spore-ibearers,  the  stamens,  for  inetanoe, 
being  regarded  as  sporophylls  and  the  pollen-grains  as  micro- 
spores, etc.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  flower  and  sporophore 
are  not  interchangeable  terms.  A  flower  is  certainly  a  sporo- 
phore, but  a  sporophore  is  not  necessarily  a  flower.  Flowers  are 
intimately  associated  with  insect  operations.  The  development 
of  the  colour,  perfume,  and  nectaries  of  flowers  can  only  be 
understood  by  reference  to  insect  agency.  The  cohesion  and 
adhesion  of  floral  parts  and  the  tendency  t<xwards  oligomery  and 
zygomorphy  are  indicative  of  progressive  development.  Ajnong 
the  coal-measure  (carboniferous)  fossils  we  find  that  Lyginoden- 
dron,  one  of  the.Pteridospermae,  bore  "  seeds  "  without  enibryos. 
Thio  fact  is  suggestive  of  the  need  of  a  new  term.  It  may  be 
that  the  need  already  has  been  met,  but,  if  not,  I  would  submit 
that  the  term  '"protosperm"  might  be  used  to  designate  the 
'■  seeds  "  of  these  once-oaUed  tree-ferns."  It  is  admitted  that 
the  primary  function  of  the  flower — and  I  would  include  anemo- 
philous  sporophore — is  to  produce  seed.  The  botanical  text- 
books do  not  sufficiently  emphasise  the  fact  that  a  seed  is  a 
reeting-stage  in  the  life-history  of  the  plant.  But  with  this  in 
mind  we  are  better  able  to  understand  the  relationship  of  the 
'protosperm"  and  seed.  The  following  table  represents  suc- 
ainctly  the  ideas  involved  in  the  suggestion  given  :  — 


Class. 


Modified  brdnch        Resting  stage 
instrumental  in  represented 
reproduction.  by 
Pteridosperm   with   Sporophore   and  Protosperm 
(Fo3Sil  only) 

Gymnosperm       ,,     Sporophore  ,,  Seed 

Aneiosperm        ,,     Flower  ,,  Seed 
July  2,  1917.  Clement  Fielding. 


Pharmacists  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  Parry  is  quite  right  when  he  says  pharmacists  do  not 
make  enough  noise  in  public  in  order  that  they  may  obtain  their 
commissions.  It  is  no  use  leaving  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
Council.  It  is  a  subject  which  should  be  discussed  by  every 
Local  Association,  and  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  the 
help  of  the  lay  Press  in  order  to  bring  home  to  the  public,  and 
the  -\rmy,  the  necessity  for  a  Pharmaceutical  Service,  as  efficient 
for  the  latter  as  is  the  existing  one  for  the  former.  In  the  past, 
too  much  has  been  left  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  instead 
of  Local  Associations  making  their  voices  heard,  and  submitting 
their  demands  direct  to  the  proi)er  authority,  and  acting  at  the 
same  time  in  conjunction  with  the  Council.  If  the  Army 
authorities  say  that  certificates  in  Red  Cross  work  are  also 
•  ssential,  it  would  surely  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  pharmacist 
:o  obtain  ope.  « 

Tlford,  July  9,  1917.  Alex.  Catto. 


As  an  ex-sergeant  in  the  R.A.M.C,  I  should  like  to  express 
uiy  opinion  in  regard  to  "  Staff-Sergeant's  "  remarks  and 
"Lieut,  and  Qr.'M."  (P..T.  ante  pp.  505,  11).  I  was  attached 
to  a  large  hospital,  and  as  a  private  I  tested  all  the  alkaloids, 
tinctures,  drug.',  and  oils  used  in  the  dispensary.  I  did  quite  a 
lot  of  urine  analysis,  including  the  estimation  of  sugar,  and  on 
several  occa.'ions  I  had  to  make  "  gluten."  My  sergeant  was 
an  "  unqualified  shopman,"  and  was  made  staff-sergeant,  and 
I  was  made  acting-sf.'rgeant,  and  the  major  and  adjutant  told 
the  5raff-sergeant  "  it  wa.s  very  useful  to  have  a  man  who  c/)uld 
do  all  these  'hings."  I  think,  as  far  as  proving  worth,  I  did  it! 
As  regards  "Lieut,  and  Qr.M.'s"  letter  (P.J.  ante,  p.  11)  he 
M  probably  writing  from  hi.i  own  experience,  and  was  probably 
in  the  Army  before  1914.  Before  1914  it  took  practically  a  life- 
time to  make  a  soldier,  but  since  then  it  takes  three  months! 
I  have  seen  a  few  liouts.  and  Qr.Ms..  and  my  experience  is 
■  hat  almost  any  man  can  be  a  lieut.  and  Qr.M.  provided  he  has 
.1  vfrrv  little  education. 

Julv  9,  1917.  "Ex-Sebgt.  and  M.P.S."  (211/16). 


There  appears  tx)  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  one  or  two 
;orrespond(;nts  to  the  Journal,  and  also,  much  to  my  surprise, 
iome  rnernliers  of  the  Council,  to  regard  the  pharmacist  per  se 
1.9  in.sufficienlly  fiualified  to  expect  commissioned  rank  in  the 
.\rr(jy  Medical  Service.  As  dispenser  to  a  military  hospital 
since  August,  1914.  I  would  invite  any  such  persons  to  attend 
»  the  Bupply  of  all  the  medical  and  surgical  requirements  of  a 


hospital  half  as  large  again  as  the  ibiggest  London  hospital  in 
peace  time  for  about  a  week,  and  then  express  their  opinions 
in  the  P.J.  They  would  find  a  full  uso  for  all  their  pharma- 
ceutical talents,  and  if  they  were  to  continue  in  such  a  position 
I  do  not  think  they  would  feel  any  pangs  of  consciencfr  in 
accepting  the  rank,  say,  of  pharmacist  quartermaster  (equivalent 
to  first  lieutenant)  for  the  exercise  of  their  ability.  There  i»  a 
"  place  "  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  and  many  of  them  occupy 
them  now,  and  our  position  could  he  remedied  simply  and 
effectively  by  giving  us  theoretical  as  well  aa  practical  responsi- 
bUity  for  the  supplies  we  have  charge  of,  and  I  fancy  any 
quartermaster  would  be  glad  to  be  relieved  of  a  department 
that,  unless  ho  was  a  pharmacist  himself  he  could  not  be  expected 
to  underetand,  and,  moreover,  the  pharmaceutical  service  of  the 
Army  needs  to  be  in  the  hands  of  pharmacists.  There  ar© 
many  degrees  of  inefficiency  between  cases  of  i>oisoning  such  as 
have  occurred,  and  the  proper  carrying  out  of  medical  officers' 
wishes. 

July  9,  1917.  "  Phaeuacist-Seegeant  "  (211/4). 

[This  correspondence  is  now  closed. — Editoh.] 


The  Attitude  of  Pharmacists  Towards  the  Venereal 
Disease  Act. 

I  am  sure  the  majority  of  your  readers  will  agree  that  Mr. 
Breese,  of  Streatham,  has  struck  the  right  note,  which  should 
determine  our  attitude  towards  the  Venereal  Disease  Act.  When 
the  best  manhood  of  the  nation  is  being  lost  to  us  by  the  war, 
it  should  be  a  duty  upon  us  who  are  standing  by  the  stuff  at 
home  not  to  withhold  the  service  we  can  render  to  those 
actively  engaged  in  fighting  a  plague  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  nations  Innocent  and  guilty  alike  desire  that  this  foul 
disease  should  be  eradicated  from  our  midst,  so  that  the  right 
of  health  may  be  secured  for  innocent  women  and  children. 
Great  changes  are  at  hand  in  the  pharmaceutical  world,  as  well 
as  in  the  social  conditions  of  hfe;  consequently,  one  has  hopes 
that  the  new  pharmaceutical  democracy  will  have  a  "  soul  above 
the  technical  and  cash  side  of  our  profession."  During  the  last 
three  years  I  have  been  frequently  impressed  and  saddened  with 
the  fact  that  there  are  numbers  of  men  with  vicious  tendencies, 
travelling  up  and  down  the  country,  who  seem  to  regard  every 
pharmacy  they  come  across  as  a  deipot  for  the  sale  of  what  they 
term  "rubber  goods,"  et  hoc  genus_  omne.  We  pharmacists 
should  avoid  creating  such  an  impression.         „  „  „ 

July  2,  1917.   "  M.P.S."  (210/15). 

From  reference  to  Mr.  F.  Clarke's  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  it 
appears  that  he  also  is  a  "  Uttle  wide  of  the  mark  "  in  stating 
that  the  supply  of  medicines  under  the  a-bove  Act  may  be 
obtained  through  the  regulated  channels  of  pharmacy.  Venereal 
clinics,  in  accordance  with  Local  Government  Board  instructions, 
vv'ill  be  set  up  at  every  public-  centre.  They  are  already 
started  at  several  places,  and  are  attached  to  some  recognised 
hospital  or  dispensary.  The  service  of  the  pathologist  will  be 
called  upon  for  diagnosis.  Medical  history  sheets  and  attendance 
cards  are  duly  and  regularly  recorded  for  evei-y  patient.  Ihen 
the  patients  receive  their  treatment,  which  are  injections  ot 
salvarsan,  or  one  of  its  substitutes,  under  the  supervision  ot  a 
qualified  medical  practitioner.  Not  only  is  treatment  given 
but  each  patient  is  enlightened  on  the  effect  of  sypbilis  it 
allowed  to  run  its  course,  and  Local  Government  Board  pam- 
phlets relative  to  the  disease  aro  issued  to  every  one.  In  view 
of  this,  it  is  questionable  whether  it  will  be  practicable  for  these 
medicines  to  be  supplied  by  the  local  pharmacists.  The  Local 
Government  Board  will  insist  upon  the  regular  keeping  ot 
records,  which  will  involve  a  vast  amount  of  clerical  labour,  ■'■h© 
emoluments  for  keeping  supplies  and  official  records  would  be 
given  under  contract  price,  which,  beyond  doubt,  would  be  very 
small.  The  pharmacists  of  the  country  will  have  to  decide 
from  a  business  point  of  view  w'hether  or  not  it  is  worth  the 
extra  trouble.  ,  ,r.ir,//io\ 

July  9,  1917.  "  Business  Pharmacist  (210/42). 

,  Our  correspondent  has  misunderstood  Mr.  Clarke,  whose  complaint 
is  that  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  displaces  the  custom  whereby— as  a 
rule— drugs  are  supplied  by  Ihe  pharmacist.— Editor. 

Ontology. 

As  a  pharmacist  on  holiday  in  these  war  cloud  days,  the  great 
facts  of  Being  or  Existence  have  come  over  me  again  like  a 
warve.  The  following,  by  Horatio  Bottomley,  from  the  Royal 
Magazine  of  June,  1917,  is  to  the  point.  He  says:— "My 
belief  is  that  every  human  being  is  the  repository  of  a  ciuantity 
of  vital  force — proibalMy  refined  electric  fluid — 'which,  at  a  certain 
stage  in  the  dev-elopment  of  the  body,  enters  and  vivifies  it, 
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envi  remains  there,  captive  until  what  mc  call  death.  It  is  this 
■wonderful  mystic  foi-co  which  we  call  the  soul,  and  at  death  it 
is  Jilberated — to  return,  either  purified  or  degnaded  (aocorjing 
to  the  nobility  or  othenwise  of  the  character  of  its  temporary 
prison)  to  the  great  sea  of  Immortality  which  flows  all  round 
the  iworld."  iNow,  iMr.  lEditor,  as  a  chemist  thinking  of  all  in 
all,  I  penned  the  ioMowing  lines,  which  please  give  in  this  very 
appropriate  periodical :  — 

Blernal  time,  ct/ernal  space. 

Eternal  essence  :  total  store 
Of  being.    Nothing  else  finds  [Dlaco. 

'There's  albeolutely  nothing  more. 

Movement  and  form  arise  therein  : 

Motions  and  shapes  therein  arise. 
And  finite  things  end  and  begin, 

And  change  for  over  with  them  flics. 

The  eternal  essence  is  the  thing — 

The  thin^  thatt's  conscious.    For,  7nere  time, 

Space,  motions,  shapes,  they  cannot  bring 
Alone,  the  consciousness  sublime. 

The  eternal  essence  still  persists, 

However^  it  may  change  decree, 
For,  as  existence  it  exists, 

And  cannot  otherwise  but  be. 
Glasgow,  June  25,  1917.  J.  J.  Beown,  M.P.S. 


The  Commercial  Traveller. 

Your  correspondent  Mr.  iRiles  gives  a  definition  of  what  a 
commercial  traveller  ought  to  be  when  he  says  that  he  is  a 
gentleman,  is  a  man  of  his  word,  and  does  not  take  a  mean 
advantage,  but,  unfortunately,  the  description  does  not  apply 
to  all  our  good  friends  of  the  road,  and  Mr.  Riles  evidently  had 
■omething  of-  this  sort  in  his  mind  when  he  describes  chemists 
S8  being  decent  fellows  as  a  whole,  though  not  "gentlemen" 
as  a  whole.  From  the  point  of  view  as  a  buyer,  however,  it 
certainly  seems  rather  a  waste  of  time  during  the  war  to  have 
fortnightly  visits  from  a  drug  traveller  and  monthly  visits  from 
•undries  nouses.  If  the  visits  were  less  frequent,  the  traveller's 
Tisit  would  be  more  welcome  and  his  order  bigger.  Less  time 
would  be  wasted,  less  expense  would  be  incurred. 

July  6,  1917.  "  Retailer  "  (210/57). 


Glucose  in  Jam  Making. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Hallaway,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Carlisle,  writes 
giving  the  results  of  accent  practical  experience  in  the  use  of 
glucose  in  jam-making,  and  he  thinks,  as  we  do.  that  the  infor- 
mation may  be  useful  to  our  readers.  iHo  says:  "  We  made,  last 
week,  s.trawherry  jam,  using  2  lb.  of  fruit,  'l  lb.  of  sugar,'  and 
1  lb.  of  liquid  glucose.  The  jam  is  quite  a  success,  being  quite 
sweet  enough  for  practically  everybody's  taste.  Jam  made  from 
equal  weights  of  fruit  and  glucose  keeps  very  well,  but  requires 
sugar  to  be  added  when  using,  at  lea-st  for  the  majority." 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ice-Cream  Powder  IJ.  S  T.— 211/27).— You  will  find  a  formula 
in  our  issue  of  June  2  last,  p.  464. 

Dispenser  with  Red  Cross  (F.  A.  N.— 211/26).— Consult  the 
military  representative  for  your  Tribunal  area. 

Sub-let  Property  (R.  H.  F.— 211/28).— This  is  a  purely  legal 
question,  and  should  bo  referred  to  a  solicitor. 

Specimen  of  Pink  Crystals  (J.  C.  P.— 211/31).— Your  surmise 
IS  quite  wrong.    The  substance  is  chromium  chloride. 

Botanical  Specimens  (A.  McK.— 211/14).— The  Curator  informs 
us  that  the  specimens  are:  Ornithopus  perpusillvs,  Lepidivm 
Smitltii,  Senchicra  didyma. 

"P.J.F.  10585  (R.  J.  D.— 211/21).— This  is  for  a  Pino  Inhalant. 
The  formula  is: — Cajuput  oil,  1  fl.  oz. ;  ether,  1  fl.  oz. ;  menthol. 
60  grains;  eucalyptus  oil,  1  fl.  oz. ;  pine  oil,  1  fl.  dr.;  terebene, 
1  fl.  oz. ;  camphor,  40  grains. 

P.J.F.  7090  (J.  P.- 211/17).— This  is  for  Cochia  Pills,  namelv  :  — 
Cape  aloes,  12  oz. ;  colocynth  pulp,  6  oz. ;  jalap.  6  oz. ;  hard  soap. 
6  oz. ;  oil  of  cloves,  1  fl.  oz.  For  copies  of  the  index  you  refer 
to  ('The  P.J.F.  Supplement  and  Index  ').  apply  to  the  Phanna- 
ceutical  Press,  17,  Bloomsbiiry  Square.  London.  W.C.  1.  "The 
price  b  2s.  6d. 


Coating  Steel  with  Copper  (F.  S.— 211/24).— You  can  give  a 
copper  coating  to  steel  articles  by  immersing  them  (after  treat- 
ment to  free  tliern  fix>m  grease)  in  a  solution  of  copper  sulphate, 
very  .slightly  acidified  with  sulphuric  acid.  This  coating,  we  may- 
say,  is  very  thin,  ajid  it  is  very  doubtful  if  it  would  serve  any 
good  purpose  in  the  case  yon  refer  to. 

Preparation  of  Eiisol  (P.  S.— 210/27).— You  can  most  conve- 
niently make  tliLs  from  Eupad,  which  is  a  mixture  of  equal  parts, 
of  chlorinated  lime  iind  boric  acid  in  fine  powder.  Twenty-five 
Cms.  of  the  mixture  is  shaken  up  with  a  litre  of  water,  allowed 
to  stand  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  filtered  through  cloth  or 
filter-paper. 

Payment  of  Apprentice  (G.  E.  G.— 211/30).— The  payment 
varies  according  to  circumstances.  A  certain  firm  recently 
stated  in  the  public  Press  that  within  six  months  or  so  of  the 
assumption  of  duty  they  would  be  willing  bo  enter  into  a  four 
years'  apprenticeship,  and  to  pay  to  the  apprentice  for  the 
period  £145,  apportioned  as  follows: — ^^Ten  shillings  a  week  for 
the  first  year ;  12s.  6d.  for  the  second  year ;  15s.  for  the  third 
year ;  17s.  .6d.  a  week  for  the  fourth  year. 

Manufacture  of  Modern  Perfumes  (E.  T.  G,— 210/40).— We 
have  no  knowledge  of  a  book  devoted  wholly  to  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  perfumes,  but  we  can  recommend  one  or  two  in 
which  you  will  get  a  great  deal  of  information  on  the  subject 
of  their  preparation.  One  is  '  The  Book  of  Receipts,'  by  E.  W. 
iLucas  (Churchill,  7s.  6d.  net) ;  another  is  '  Pha/rmaceutical 
Formulas'  (Chemist  and  Drugijist,  10s.  net).  We  may  also  refer 
you  to  a  special  issue  of  the  Perfumery  and  Essential  Oil  Record 
of  July  5,  1913,  which  contains  a  great  amount  of  information  on 
the  subject. 

Metallic  Chloride  Soluble  in  Spirit  (T.  W.— 211/23).— There  ia 
no  chloride  that  wo  know  of  among  the  commoner  metallic 
chlorides  which  would  appear  to  respond  to  your  requirements — 
"  non-deliquescent,  non-poisonous,  and  soluble  in  spirit  or  ether." 
Mercuric  chloride  is  disqualified  on  account  of  its  poisonous 
qualities,  some  other  metallic  chlorides  are  deliquescent,  and 
many  are  insoluble  in  the  two  solvents  named.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  run  down  the  information  in  books,  and  the  best 
advice  we  can  give  is  that  you  make  actual  experiments, 
especially  vv-ith  the  rarer  metals. 

Cleaning  Old  Parchment  (H.  A.  C— 211/33).— If  you  refer  to 
the  Journal  of  Jun  \  9  last,  page  484,  under  the  above  heading, 
you  will  find  particulars  as  to  cleaning  the  parchment.  The 
restoration  of  tihe  faded  writing  may  give  you  some  trouble. 
Assuming  that  the  writing  was  done  with  an  iron  ink,  the 
approved  treatment  consists  in  the  use  of  one  or  other  of  the 
following  substances  :  — ^Tannin,  ammonium  sulphide,  potassium 
ferrocyanide  or  f'erricyanide,  ammonium  sulphocyanide,  sodium 
salicylate.  It  is  necessary  that  the  paper  should  be  dry,  and  it 
should  therefore  be  placed  between  two  pieces  of  clean  white 
writing  paper,  and  a  flatiron  heated  to  100°  to  105°  F.  passed 
over  it.  This  alone  will  sometimes  bring  out  the  writing  again, 
but  if  it  does  not  it  should  be  exposed  to  sunhght,  which  would 
darkyi  certain  inks.  Failing  positive  results  under  this  treat- 
ment, a  solution  of  one  of  the  substances  named  is  to  be  applied 
carefully  with  a  camel-hair  brush  to  one  part  of  the  writing, 
and  when  ithis  is  drv  the  paper  is  again  treated  with  the  hot  iron, 
as  described. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 
Euresol  pro  Caplllis  (160/28).— Where  obtainable? 
"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (150  30). — 
Where  obtainable? 


THE  PHARMACIST  S  DIAR'V. 


"  JX.  SUNDAY,  July  22. 

Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Training  Corps. — 

/ 1\  Parade  at  10  a.m.    Drills  (extendfd  oiiler),  Bombiug, 

I  t"^^^  I  Musketry,  Physical  and  Bayonet  'J'laining.  Musketry 
V  at  Rainham  (or  Sections  A  and  B.    Members  going  to 

camp  to  meetat  Liverpool  Street  Station, 9. 10a.m.  train. 
O^^V  ■1>^'^     Tuesday,  .July  24.— At  8.30  p.m.,  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s 
classes. 

Wednesday,  July  25. — At  3  p.m.     Musketry  Drill, 
Physical  and  Bayonet  Training  and  Bombing. 
Thursiay,  July  26.— At  3  p.m.    Extended  Order  Drill. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  I. 
Pharmacentlcal  Society  of  Great  Britain.— Meeting  of  Council  at 
11  a.m 


Ol)e  45^armaceutical  3oumal 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  18411. 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

~The  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.   It  has  the 

Largest  Guaranteed  Circulation 
among  Registered  Chemists  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it 
also  circulates  widely  in  Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India,  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  The  regular  weekly  circulation  closely 
approximates  to  ten  thousand  copies. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Order  Under  Section  1  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act,  1917. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  by  the  Venereal  Diseases  Order,  1917, 
which  was  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of  Friday,  the  20th 
day  of  July,  1917,  the  Local  Government  Board  have  ordered 
that  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  November,  1917,  Section  1 
of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act.  1917,  shall  apply  to  each  of  the 
Counties  of  Buckingham,  Cambridge,  Durham,  Essex,  Hereford, 
Hertford,  Isle  of  Ely,  Kent,  Leicester,  London,  Middllesex,  Nor- 
folk, Northampton,  Northumberland,  and  Surrey,  and  the  County 
Boroughs  of  Bootle,  Bradford,  Cardiff,  Coventry,  Croydon, 
Darhngton^  Dewsbury,  Dudley,  East  Ham,  Hastings,  Leeds, 
Leicester,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Northampton,  Norwich,  Ports- 
mouth. Sunderland,  Tynemouth,  Wakefield,  Warrington,  and 
West  Ham. 

The  Venereal  Disease  Act,  1917,  orovides  by  sub-section  (1) 
•of  section  1  that  in  any  area  in  which  the  section  is  in  operation 
a  person  shall  not,  unless  he  is  a  duly  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner, for  reward  either  direct  or  indirect,  treat  any  person 
for  venereal  disease  or  prescribe  any  remedy  therefor,  or  give 
any  advice  in  connection  with  the  treatment  thereof,  whether 
the  advice  is  given  to  the  person  to  be  treated  or  to  any  other 
person ;  the  Act  further  provides  by  section  3  that  if  any  person 
acts  in  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  he 
shall  be  liable  on  conviction  on  indictment  to  imprisonment, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years, 
or  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds,  or  to  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for 
.X  term  not  exceeding  six  months. 

F.  J.  Willis,  Assistant  Secretary, 

Local  Government  Board. 
Civilian  Control  of  Medical  Examination  of  Recruits. 

Lord  Derby,  who  appeared  on  .July  24  as  a  witness  before  the 
Select  Committee  which  is  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  medical 
examinations  under  the  Military  Service  Acts,  unreservedly 
accepted,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  a,  resolution  passed  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Committee,^ which  recommends  that 
a  change  of  system  should  be  made  at  once,  in  order  that  the 
whole  organisation  of  the  recruiting  medical  boards  and  of  the 
medical  examinations  or  re-examinations  should  be  transferred 
from  the  War  Office  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  or,  as 
Lord  Derby  hinted,  perhaps  to  an  ad  hoc  body  of  civilian  com- 
position, or  under  exclusively  civilian  control. ' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  on  his  Sub- 
atitution  Register  an  unqualified  assistant  (37),  classed  C,  long 
€Xf»eTience  in  good-class  business.  Is  available  to  replace  an  A 
man  in  West  of  England,  Midlands,  or  Western  suburbs  of  Lon- 
don.   Apply,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.CM. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

THE  U.S.  PHARMACOPCbIA  AND  NATIONAL 
FORMULARY. 

The  iHj'gienic  Laiboratory,  Washington,  U.iS.A.,  has  issued 
Bulletin  No.  107,  which  is  entitled  '  Changes  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia and  the  National  Formulary  :  A  Digest  of  the  Changes 
and  Eequirements  Included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
United  States  (Ninth  Decennial  Revision)  and  in  the  National 
Formulary  (Fourth  Edition),  with  References  to  the  Titles  not 
continued  from  the  Preceding  Editions.'  Tlie  compila- 
tion is  by  Martin  J.  Willjert,  and  runs  into  nearly 
400  pages ;  in  it  the  changes  in  strength  and  com- 
position of  the  official  preparations  are  indicated  con- 
cisely, and  special  attention  is  directed  to  changes  in  nomen- 
clature of  official  articles  as  well  as  additions  to  and  deletions 
from  the  list  of  articles  included  in  the  several  books.  In 
connection  with  articles  transferred  from  the  National 
Formulary  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or  vice,  versa,  this  fact  is 
specially  noted.  The  information  thus  presented  is  in  effect 
a  summary  of  much  of  the  material  previously  published  in 
the  several  volumes  of  the  Digest  of  Comments.  Official  Latin 
and  official  English  titles,  with  the  more  frequently  used 
synonyms  and  trade  names  wliich  a/ppear  in  current  literature, 
have  been  included  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  English  titles 
and  the  synonyms  liave  been  cross-indexed  to  facilitate 
reference.  This  index  is,  in  consequence,  an  extensive  affair, 
occupying  a  hundred  pages,  or  a  quarter  of  the  book.  The 
introductory  matter,  occupying  forty  pages,  treats  of  general 
principles  to  be  followed  in  revising  the  Pharmacopoeia,  in- 
cluding scope,  doses,  nomenclature,  purity  and  strength  of 
phaiimacopoeial  articles,  general  formulas,  assay  processes, 
physical  constants,  standard  temperature,  compound  pi'^para- 
tions,  solubilities,  and  so  forth.  The  compilation  is  an  ad- 
niiratile  example  of  thoroughness  such  as  has  already  been 
exemplified  in  the  Digest  of  Comments,  and  the  idea  might 
profitably  be  copied  by  the  authorities  who  see  to  the  com- 
pilation of  our  own  Pharmacopoeia. 

THE  SALE  AND  SUPPLYING  OP  NARCOTICS  OR 
STIMULANTS  TO  MEN  SERVING  WITH  THE 
COLOURS. 

jSeveral  inquiries  have  recently  reached  the  Society's  head- 
quarters in  reference  to  the  applicability  of  the  Army  Council 
Order  of  May  11,  1916,  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act, 
to  certain  cases,  of  which  the  following  three  examples  may 
be  cited (1)  An  officer  in  the  R.A.M.C.  presents  to  a 
chemist  a  prescription  written  by  himself  for  his  own  use, 
such  prescription  being  for  cocaine,  morphine,  or  other  nar- 
cotic scheduled  in  the  Order.  Can  the  chemist  lawfully  dis- 
pense it?  (2)  An  Army  or  Navy  medical  officer  presents  a 
written  order,  signed  by  himself,  for  hypodermic  morphine 
tablets,  explaining  that  he  is  leaving  for  service  abroad,  and 
requires  the  tablets  for  emergency  use  for  himself  or  others. 
Can  the  tajblets  be  lawfully  supplied  ?  (3)  Many  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  are  registered  pharmacists  or 
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have  been  in  the  drug  trade.  Can  they  he  lawfully  supiplied 
with  any  of  the  schuduled  narcotics?  To  use  the  convenient 
Parliamentary  formula,  the  answer  to  all  three  queries  is 
tniphatlcalhj  in  the  negative.  The  terms  of  the  Order  are 
quite  unequivocal ;  ibut  for  the  renewed  edification  of 
our  readers,  and  in  particular  of  enlisted  pharma- 
cists and  others  with  the  Forces,  formerly  connected 
with  the  drug  trade,  we  reprint  below  the  text  of 
the  Order: — "No  person  shall  sell  or  supply  any 
article  specified  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Order  to  or  for  any 
memher  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  unless  ordered  for  him  by  a 
registered  medical  practitioner  on  a  written  prescription,  dated 
and  signed  by  the  practitioner,  with  his  full  name  and  qualifi- 
cations, and  marked  with  the  words  '  not  to  be  repeated,' 
and  unless  the  person  so  selling  or  supplying  shall  mark  the 
prescription  with  his  name  and  address,  and  the  date  on  which 
it  is  dispensed.  Schedule  : — ^Barbitone,  benzamine  lact<ate,  iben- 
zamine  hydrochloride,  chloral  hydrate,  coca,  cocaine,  codeine, 
(iiamorphine,  Indian  hemp,  opium,  morphine,  sulphonal  and 
its  homologues,  all  other  salts,  preparations,  dei-ivatives,  or 
admixtures  prepared  therewith  or  therefrom."  If  men 
serving  with  the  Forces,  whether  as  privates  or  officers,  are 
in  need  of  any  of  the  scheduled  narcotics  for  legitimate 
medicinal  purposes,  they  must  get  them  through  the  appointed 
official  channels,  or  only  in  strict  conformity  with  the  express 
provisions  of  the  Order.  The  latter  is  deliberately  stringent 
and  comprehensive,  because  it  was  introduced  to  suppress  a 
deadly  evil  which  was  threatening  disastrous  inroads  on  the 
health  and  efficiency  of  the  country's  fighting  forces ;  and, 
needless  to  say,  pharmacists  as  a  body  have  loyally  and 
scrupulously  co-operated  with  the  State  in  maintaining  and 
enforcing  the  wholesome  restriction  which  the  Order 
prescribes. 


RECREATION. 

In  those  normal  times,  -which — such  has  been  the  high  pressure 
of  these  last  three  years — now  seem  so  remote  and  unfamiliar, 
the  pharmacist's  mind  at  this  season  was  wont  to  be  husy 
Nvith  happy  hohday  thoughts  and  impressions,  anticipatory  or 
retrospective.  But  under  the  stress,  strife,  and  suspense  of  the 
most  stupendous  and  devastating  fratricidal  conflict  of  the 
ages  there  is  little  opportunity  and  less  inclination  for  holiday- 
ing in  the  pre-wartime  spirit,  or  on  the  once  customary  scale. 
It  is  almost  literally  true  to  say  that  the  nation  is  in  mourning 
for  the  hosts  of  its  slain  whose  blood  has  drenched  the  stricken 
fields  of  Flanders  and  the  East,  or  whose  mortal  remains  rest 
full  mamy  a  fathom  deep  heneath  the  waves.  And 
while  we  shall  best  serve  our  country  amd  hasten 
the  day  of  victory  for  the  Entente  iby  cultivating  an 
equable,  cheerful,  £jid  sanely  hopeful  spirit,  aU  forms 
of  wanton  levity  and  idle  amusement  aire  to  be  depre- 
cated. But  recreation  of  some  sort,  which  is  a  necessity  at 
all  times,  is  now  more  than  ever  essential  as  a  reUef  from  what 
otherwise  would  speedily  become  the  intolerable  Taurden  and 
tension  to  w-hich  the  whole  community  is  at  present  subjected. 
There  is,  however,  so  wide  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
relative  merits  or  demerits  of  this  or  that  form  of  recreation 
that  lit  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  applicable  to 
aU  cases.  Tastes  differ  even  more  widely  as  to  recreative  pur- 
suits than  in  likes  or  dislikes  for  food;  a,nd,  unfortunately, 
the  votary  of  each  recreation  has  little  or  no  sympathy  for,  or 
toleration  of,  any  other,  which  he  is  apt  to  dismiss  with  cold 
indifference  or  positive  contempt.  There  is  need  here,  as  in 
many  other  walks  of  life,  of  more  catholicity  of  spirit  and  a 
broader  outlook  on  the  world  and  our  fellow  men.  Let  the 
bookworm  be  a  bookworm  still,  but  it  behoves  him  to  learn 


to  look  with  charity  and  in  the  larger  spirit  of  brotherhood 
upon  "  piscator  "  who  has  other  uses  for  woi-ms,  and  upon? 
the  goodly  and  always  genial  fellowships  who  follow  one  or 
other  of  those  invigorating  and  exhilarating  outdoor  exercises, 
games,  and  sports,  such  as  walking,  cricket,  golf,  bowls,  or 
boating,  which  conduce  in  varying  degrees  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  sound  mind  in  a  healthy  body.  The  physiological  pre- 
requisite tfor  recreation  is  that  it  shall  afford  and  ensure  change 
of  occupation  alike  for  mind  and  body,  by  bringing  into  play 
cerebral  centres  and  bodily  organs  other  than  or  functioning 
differently  from  those  in  workaday  use.  It  is  for  the  individual 
to  choose  the  recreation  suited  to  his  tastes,  opportunities,  and 
physical  and  mental  powers.  In  respect  of  opportunity  the 
pharmacist  especially  at  present  is  more  circumscribed  than- 
ever.  But  if  he  is  a  wise  man  he  will  strive  to  create  oppor- 
tunity iby  "  stealing  a  few  hours  from  the  night,"  or  in  some 
possibly  less  invidious  and  self-subversive  manner,  and  acquire 
or  continue  to  cultivate  .some  recreation.  In  the  past  the 
pharmacist  has  not  given  himself,  as  he  should  have  done,  to 
social  forms  of  recreation  which,  while  widening  the  mental 
horizon,  also  expand  and  enlighten  human  sympathy  and 
develop  mutual  understanding  and  the  spirit  and  service  of 
brotherhood.  The  incidence  of  the  war  has  severely  narrowed 
the  scope  and  militated  against  the  propriety  of  all  hut  the 
most  subdued  forms  of  this  type  of  recreation.  But  there  is 
still  open  to  the  pharmacist  a  wide  field  from  which  to  choose, 
or  in  which  to  ensue,  a  health- giving  or  mentally  stimiulating 
recreation  which  shall  serve  to  hanish  isOme  of  "the  caies 
that  infest  the  day  "  and  keep  him  sound  and  fit  for  the 
performance  of  the  heavy  and  harassing  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities which  the  exigencies  of  a  protracted  war  have 
devolved  upon  him. 


WAR  BOTANY.* 

The  production  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  is  essentially 
a  botanical  problem,  as  meat  is  only  vegetable  food'  converted 
by  animals  into  la  suitable  form.  The  conditions  in  Germany 
are  particularly  favourable  for  such  production,  as  it  contains 
large  agricultural  areas,  possesses  abundance  of  potassium  salts, 
and  manufactures  large  quantities  of  artificial  manures.  In 
■times  of  peace  very  large  quantities  of  the  press-cakes  of 
tropical  seeds  and  fruits  were  imported ;  these  were  of  great 
importance,  as  seeds  store  up  in  a  small  compass  abundance  of 
tlie  most  valuable  nutritive  substances,  viz.,  fat,  proteids,  carbo- 
hydrates, organic  phosphorus-compounds,  and  salts.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary  for  blockaded  countries  to  discover  whether  the 
indigenous  flora  is  capable  of  supplying  the  deficiency.  The 
author  thiinks  this  can  be  done  in  the  first  place  by  increasing 
the  cultivation  of  the  poppy,  hemp,  flax,  and  rape  ;  other  sources 
are  to  be  found  and  utilised  in  the  seeds  of  various  cruciferous 
plants,  and  also  of  sunflowers  An  increase  in  the  production 
of  sugar  could  be  effected  by  increasing  the  production  of 
sugary  fruits;  thus,  in  Switzerland,  the  cultivation  of  rasjj- 
berries  in  districts  in  which  the  vines  had  been  abandoned 
had  been  found  to  be  exceedingly  profitable.  Diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  meat  consumed  the  author  considers  to  be 
a  blessing  in  disguise,  more  especially  as  it  has  directed  increase-1 
attention  to  the  value  9f  wild  indigenous  plants,  such  as  dande- 
lion, cress,  etc.  An  extension  of  the  cultivation  of  peas  and 
beans  is  to  be  recommended,  and  the  drying  of  such  vegetable 
foods  is  extremely  desirable. 

The  utilisation  of  the  results  of  scientific  researches  may  havci 
a  profound  influence  on  the  detvelopment  of  an  industry.  It  is 
only  since  the  outbreak  of  war  that  Germany  has  introduced, 
with  brilliant  results,  a  scientific  method  of  tapping  pine  trees 
for  turpentine,  and  thus  the  prospects  of  Germany  being  able 
to  make  herself  independent  of  Japan  for  her  supply  of  camphor 
are  materially  improved.  The  commercial  production  of  rubber 
from  indigenous  material  is  not  probable,  but  in  this  case  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  isoprene,  the  source  of  synthetic 
rubber,  will  be  much  more  abundantly  obtaine<i.  A  very  impor- 
tant fact  for  Germany  is  that  she  is  not  cut  off  from  opium  sup- 


*  Abstract  of  a  lecture  delivered  by  Prof.  Tschirch  to  the  German 
Pharmaceutical  Society ;  through  Bchweiz.  Apolheker  Zt(i.,  March  1,  1917. 
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plies  while  the  synchetic  production  of  purine  bases  allows  of 
the  addition  of  these  to  coSee  and  tea  substitutes  which  do  not 
possess  the  desired  stimulant  action. 

The  supply  of  tropical  vegetable  fibres  can  be  dispensed  with, 
as  hemp,  flax,  nettle,  hop,  and  other  indigenous  plants  product* 
fibres  in  abundance. 

The  war  has  also  directed  attention  to  the  oft-repeated'  warn- 
ings of  experts,  that  more  attention  should  be  directed  to  the 
collection  of  indigenous  medicinal  plants,  and  that  the  cultivation 
should  be  organised  on  a  scientific  basis.  The  advance  that  has  of 
la.te  years  been  made  in  our  knowledge  of  the  chemical  constitu- 
ents of  drugs  has  facilitated  the  discovery  of  substitutes  for 
those  now  not  available  in  Germany.  Thus  alder-buckthorn 
bark  can  replace  rhubarb  and  cascara  sagrada.  Cassia  obovata, 
long  cultivated  in  Spain,  can  replace  senna.  The  whortleberry 
is  an  unrivalled  astringent,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  conserves 
made  of  quince,  currants,  elder  berries,  juniper  berries,  barberry 
fruits,  and  others,  have  not  been  used  for  centuries  without  good 
reason.  In  countries  where  Digitalis  purpurea  does  not  grow 
D.  ambigua  offers  an  efficient  substitute.  Strophanthus  can  be 
replaced  by  Gonvallaria,  Scilla,  Adonis  Sarothamnus,  Nerium, 
and  Hellebortu ;  bitter  almonds,  by  cherry,  plum,  quince,  and 
apple  seeds ;  Equisetum  and  Plantago  coronopas  are  excellent 
diuretics.  TJie  indigenous  flora,  contains  abundant  treasures, 
and  foreign  drugs  have  too  long  been  preferred  to  tihose  that  are 
indigenous.  The  cultivation  of  medicinal  plants  will  yield  the 
most  valuable  results  if  conducted  imder  constant  chemical 
control.  This  can  best  be  done  by  the  addition  to  the  agricul- 
tural stations  of  drug-plajit  departments  under  the  supervision 
of  pharmacists.* 


OUR   .MEDICINE    SUPPLY   IX    WAR  TIME.t 

BY  C.  A.  HILL,  B.SC,  F.I.C. 

(Concluded  from  page  28.) 


SrG.\H  AND  Spieh. 
If  supplies  of  ergot  seem  likely  to  fail,  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  the  Governmeat  see  to  it ;  if  sugar  is  denied  to  us, 
we  are  left  to  fight  the  battle  ourselves.  The  service  of  medi- 
cines may  well  be  called  a  complicated  machine.  The  manu- 
facturer has  to  keep  large  stocks  of  his  rajw  materials  and  to 
maintain  very  considerable  stocks  of  thousands  of  manufac- 
tured preparations;  the  pharmacist  has  sim.ilarly  to  hold  suffi- 
cient stocks  of  numberless  preparations,  and  these  must  retain 
their  physical  and  medicinal  properties  for  a  very  long  time. 
One  preparation  enters  into  many  others,  and  one  raw  material 
into  niunbers  of  preparations.  The  machine  is  highly  complex 
and  runs  smoothly  so  long  as  all  its  parts  are  in  good  order, 
and  it  is  kept  supplied  with  fuel.  To  deny  supplies  of  spirit 
or  of  sugar  involves  a  breakdown  in  the  machine — a  disloca- 
tion in  the  medicine  supply  of  the  country.  A  .section  of  the 
medical  profession  do  not  seem  to  view  this  matter  with  any 
considerable  alarm,  perhaps  because  they  do  not  realise  the 
extent  to  which  ihese  substances  "  penetrate  "  throughout  the 
general  supply  of  medicines.  If  doctors  do  not  want  sugar, 
alcohol,  or  glycerin,  it  is  pertinent  to  inquire  to  what  extent 
does  the  Pharmacopseia  represent  what  they  do  want.  I  believe 
that  doctors  cannot  thus  be  considered  as  a  whole.  No  doubt 
there  is  some  sort  of  general  consensus  of  good  medical  opinion 
as  against  the  opinion  of  more  lowly  rank,  and,  certainly, 
acme  points  are  not  matters  of  opinion,  but  matters  of  fact; 
but  even  so.  there  is  such  a  thing  as  fashion  in  prescribing. 

As  regards  alcohol,  everyone  knows  how  largely  it  is 
needed  for  the  offensive  prosecution  of  the  war.  and  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  great  surprise  that  its  use  in  perfumes,  toilet 
articles  and  flavourings  has  been  restricted.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  record  that  at  present  sufficient  supplies  are 
allowed  for  the  manufacture  of  essential  medical  preparations, 
and  the  fact  that  spirit  is  not  denied  us  mu.st  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  bright  spots.  Sugar,  on  the  other  hand,  has  con- 
stituted a  very  great  difficulty  indeed,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  total  medical  re()uirement«  of  the  country  are  but  a 
very  small,  though,  of  course,  not  entirely  negligible,  propor- 
tion of  the  total  amount  cxinsumcd  in  the  country.  Sugar 
will  serve  as  a  good  example  of  the  difficulties  wo  have  had  to 
contend  with,  and  upon  which  to  found  the  argument  I  wish 
to  pre**  to-day.  that  pharmacy  at  present  does  not  possess 
adequate  machinery  for  urging  its  claims  upon  the  Govern- 
men€ — i.e.,  \i\)Oii  the  community.    We  have  not  so  per.si-stently 

•  Profensor  Greeni?h  has  long  advocated  the  establinhment  of  experi* 
mental  dmg  station*  in  this  country.    See  Pharm.  Journal,  Sept.  16, 1916. 

+  Pre«idential  address  by  C.  A.Hill,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  delivered  at  the  Annual 
aieetini?  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  on  .July  11, 1917. 


urged  our  sugar  requirements  upon  the  Government  becau.se 
we  are  greedy,  but  to  ensure  that  the  authorities  have  the 
true  facts  before  them.  Confectionery,  qua  confectionery,  is 
not  essential  to  the  national  welfare ;  but  it  forms  one 
means  of  distributing  sugar  as  a  foodstuff,  and  the  confectionery 
trade  as  a  trade  is  doubtless  entitled  to  consideration.  We  also 
are  a  trade,  and  are  similarly  entitled  to  consideration,  yet — so 
far  as  I  know — this  particular  argument  has  never  been  ad- 
vanced by  us,  but  our  claims  have  been  mainly  altruistic  and 
based  entirely  upon  the  necessity  for  maintaining  the  national 
medicine  supply. 

From  the  time  when  we  started  to  grapple  with  the  sugar 
difficulty  we  have  travelled  some  distance  along  the  path  lead- 
ing to  understanding  since  the  occasion  on  which  a  Ministry  of 
Food  official  said  to  me:  "Cannot  you  use  saccharin?  "  Sugar 
is  a  food,  but  it  need  not  necessarily  he  sold  by  grocers  or  con- 
fectioners, and  be  consumed  in  tea  or  as  chocolates  in  order  that 
its  food  value  may  ibeoome  available.  Sugar  is  a  food,  and  it 
remains  a  food  although  incorporated  into  a  medicinal  prepara- 
tion. Granted  that  sugar  has  been  in  short  supply,  to  what 
better  purpose  can  it  be  put  than  in  administering  it  in  the  form 
of  chemical  food  to  a  delicate  and  growing  child  ?  Sugar  in  such 
a  case  serves  a  doiuble  function,  acting  both  as  a  food  and  as  a 
curative  agent  by  rendering  palatable  a  nauseous  but  highly 
useful  medicine.  I  am  not  assuming  that  the  authorities  have 
been  blind  to  the  fact  that  sugar  retains  its  food  value  in  a 
medical  preparation,  but  there  is  one  important  factor  in  our 
demand  for  sugar  which  does  not  appear  to  have  received  its  full 
value.  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  as  a  direct  result  of  the  war 
there  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  medicines  of  all  kinds. 
All  over  the  country  military  hospitals,  Red  Cross  hospitals, 
V.A.D.  hospitals,  and  other  hospitals  for  wounded  have  been 
set  up.  All  of  them  use  medicines,  and  these  medicines  are 
supplied  not  by  the  Army  Medical  Department,  but  through 
ordinary  trade  channels.  I  would  like  to  remark  here  that 
much  of  the  cutput  of  medicines  now  is  for  war  purposes, 
though  not  direct  Government  work.  This  present-day  in- 
creased demanc'  due  to  the  war  should  be  taken  into  account  in 
allocating  a  supply  of  sugar  or  any  other  commodity  upon  a 
basis  of  previous  consumption.  As  a  result  of  the  shortage  of 
sugar,  children's  hospitals  have  gone  short  of  their  chemical 
food,  and  not  only  have  our  wounded  soldiei's  at  home  gone 
short  of  this  and  other  medicinal  syrups,  but  our  prisoners  in 
Germany  have  gone  short  of  certain  medical  comforts  ibecause 
the  requisite  sugar  was  not  available  by  reason  of  the  Re- 
striction Orders,  wliich  applied  to  manufacturing  chemists, 
but  not  to  makers  of  jam,  marmalade,  and  condensed  milk.  I 
merely  quote  these  facts  as  examnles  of  results,  and  they  have 
happened  in  spite  of  most  careful  allocation  by  manufactur- 
ing druggists  of  such  supplies  as  were  available.  I  am  gdad 
to  be  able  to  record  that  these  conditions  have  now  changed 
for  the  better,  and  that  an  arrangement  has  been  come  to 
whereby  manufacturers  are  receiving  50  per  cent,  of  their  1915 
intake.  I  wo  aid,  however,  warn  pharmacists  that  this  doe,s 
not  mean  that  manufacturers  are  reoeivins'  50  per  cent,  of 
their  normal  requirements.  At  the  end  of  1914  stocks  of  sugar 
were  abnormally  high,  while  during  the  latter  part  of  1915 
supplies  were  already  difficult  to  obtain,  and  stocks  ran  down 
to  the  minimum.  In  addition,  one  has  to  remember  the  pre- 
sent increa.sed  demand  due  to  the  war,  to  which  I  have  already 
made  reference.  I^  will  be  clear  that  if  every  pharmacist  re- 
ceived from  his  wholesaler  50  per  cent,  of  1915  receipts,  the 
new  demands  would  get  none  at  all. 

Gltceein. 

I  have  dealt  somewhat  fully  with  sugar  on  account  of  its 
great  importance  to  pharmacy,  and  because  I  prefer  to  deal 
with  my  sribjcct  by  means  of  examples.  Other  commodities, 
however,  have  been  the  cause  of  no  litt'o  trouble,  and  I  need 
not  do  more  than  mention  glycerin,  the  shortage  of  which 
has  caused  to  the  retail  trade  troubles  exceeding  even  those 
of  the  wholesalers.  Apart  from  glvcerj4  compounds,  sucn  as 
glyceryl  borate  (glycerin  acid  boric)  and  glycerophosphat&s. 
glvcerin  is  essential  in  some  pharmaceutical  preparations.  a.s 
for  instance,  Cataplasma  KaoUni  B.P.C.,  where  the  effect  of 
the  ban  has  been  to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  American  pro- 
prietary. It  must  not  bo  assumed  that  I  speak  in  any  com- 
plaining spirili:  in  my  experience,  the  task  of  denying  gly- 
cerin for  medical  purposes— bevond  small  quantities  tor  By. 
nreparations-has  been  performed  by  the  Propellant  Suoplies 
Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  with  courtesy  and  con- 
siderntion.  1  merely  mention  facts  in  illustration  of  our 
troiibles,  and  am  content  to  accept  without  hesitation  the  posi- 
tion that  the  country's  colossal  requirements  of  glycerin  for 
propellants  warrants  such  a  course  as  the  Government  have 
taken. 
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Restrictions  on  the  Use  of  Malt  and  Starch. 
Malt  came  under  Government  control,  and  although— thanke 
to  the  ibusinpse  capacity  of  this  particular  d&partment — our 
difficulties  were  short-lived,  it  is  "worth  recording  tliat  the  Order, 
when  it  was  issued,  mad©  no  proivision  for  the  manufacture  oif 
malt  extract  even  for  human  consumption,  whether  regarded 
aa  a  food  or  as  a  drug.  The  Starch  Orders  were  so  worded  that 
wholesale  druggists  did  not  know  what  was  required  of  them 
iti  i-cgard  to  their  stocks  of  starch  powder,  and,  though  l-oences 
have  since  been  .granted  which  permit  of  the  use  of  maize 
starch  as  dusting  powders  for  wounds,  the  position  is  still  by  no 
means  clear. 

The  Medii;ine  Trade  Always  Ignored. 
Here,  again,  my  object  in  raising  these  matters  now  is  not  to 
enter  a  complaint,  but  solely  to  bring  out  the  fact  that  the  medi- 
cine trade  is  always  ignored — a  fact  ^v!hich  does  not  lose  in 
importance  to  us  when  we  consider  that  the  formation^  of  a 
Ministry  of  Health  is  under  serious  contemplation.    It  is  my 
purpose  to-day  to  focus  your  attention  upon  this  question  and 
ask  why  it  is  that  the  di-u,g  trade  is  thus  ignored  by  Govern- 
ment department;s ;  in  former  days,  before  the  war,  by  Finance 
Ministers    dealing    with   spirit   duties,    and   now    by  branch 
Ministries  dealing  with  sugar,  malt,  starch,  copper  sulphate— 
and  at  any  time  there  is  something  fresh.    Why  do  ve  have 
to  hammer  and  hamimer  ibefore  we  can  secure  recognition  of 
our  requirements,  and  then  only  within  the  limits  of  elasticity 
of  regulations,  restrictions,  or  Acts  already  come  into  force? 
It  would  be  a  pity  if,  just  when  the  British  nation  is  supposed 
to  have  awakened  to  the  desira/bility  of  utilising  expert  know- 
ledge, it  would  be  a  pity,  I  say,  if  such  anomalies  as  I  have 
described  should  lend  colour  to  the  view  that  we  are  worse-  oft 
with  the  new  type  of  government  official  who  knows  eomethmg 
of  his  job  than  we  were  with  the  old  type  who  knew  r.othing. 
It  is  no  use  abusing  the  Government— that  is  a  time-honoured 
British  pastime  which,  in  whatever  way  at  m-ay  relieve  tne  sub- 
ject who  indulges  in  it,  at  all  events  brings  no  oorrespondmg 
objective  results.    Government  departments,  as  a  rule,  do  their 
best,  and  to  expect  that  the  nations  resources  m  materials 
shall,  during  the  war,  be  utilised  exactly  for  the  ibest  is  ex- 
pecting the  impossible.    Nevertheless,  it  is  permissible  to  re- 
mark that  the  steps  taken  by  our  Government  to  .become  in- 
formed on  the  subject  of  drugs  have  been  somewhat  peculiar. 
During  the  early  days  of  the  war  an  Advisory  Committee  was 
appointed  which  was  composed  of  representatives  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  of  the  wholesale  drug  trade.  This 
committee  was  both  willing  and  able  to  render  useful  services 
in  advising  upon  drugs,  but,  after  an  early  meeting  or  two, 
its  services  have  never  been  called  upon,  and  it  would  appear 
to  have  died  of  inanition.    It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  labour 
the  point  that  on  many  matters  of  deep  concern  to  the  trade 
the  trade  has  not  been  consulted.    Independent  representa- 
tions on  these  matters  have  been  made    to  the  respective 
Government  departments  by  various  int<»rests.    The  different 
manufacturing  interests  have  each   urged   thear  own  ca.s© — 
generally  independently  of  each  other.    The  Phannaw'utical 
Society  has  watched  the  interests  of  the  retail  trade,  who  are 
fortunate  in  being  represented  by  a  statutory  body  occupying 
a  unique  position,  so  that  great  weight  attaches  to  its  utter- 
ances, but  which,  in  exceptional  cases  only  (such  as  the  report 
on  drug  supply  to  which  I  have  Teferred),  can  claim  to  repre- 
sent the  whole  trade.    The  National  Health  Insurance  Com- 
missioners have  been   vigilant  for  the  Insurance  dispensing, 
and  perhaps  on  behalf  of  medical  interests  generally,  and  it  is 
only  fair  to  state  that,  but  for  the  good  offices  of  this  versatile 
and  red-tapeloss  department,  things  would  have  been  far  worse 
for  all  of  us  than  they  have  been;  but  human  capacity  at  the 
best  is  limited,  and,  while  I  am  not  here  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  manufacturer,    it  just  happens  that  some  of  the  pro 
blems  that  have  arisen  during  the  war,  and  with  which  I  am 
dealing  to-dav,  have  closely  affected  the  pharmacoutical  manu 
factnrer — and.  speaking  broadly,  he  has  not  been  con.sultod 
pnd  when  ho  has  spoken  has  not  been  by  any  means  tryo  readily 
listened   to.    CertainSy   the   advice   anil  help  of  members  of 
the   drug  trade  have  on   numerous  occasions  been  sought  un- 
officially, and  on  as  many  occasions  been  freely  given,  but  it 
would  surely  have  been  betfer  if  the  trade  had  all  along  been 
overtly  consulted  upon  matters  deeply  concerning  them.  oitTier 
through  the  Advisory  Committee  just  mentioned  or  tnrough 
other  machinery  readily  available,  rather  than  that  reli.ince  for 
information  on  our  drug  supply,  ujxin  which  the  decisions  of 
the  Government  have  been  taken,  •^should  bo  placed  entirely 
upon  medical  men.  however  eminent  in  their  own  profession. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  by  a  few  illustrative  facts  that 
in  war  or  in  peace  the  needs  of  the  medicine  trade  do  not 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Government  that  att'Onfion  which 
they  merit  from  the  important  nature,  as  contrasted  with  the 
small  magnitude,  of  the  trade. 


Retail  and  Wholesale  Interests  Indissolubly  Linked 
Together. 


I  have  stated  my  belief,  and  have  on  another  occasion  given, 
fully  my  reasons  for  that  belief,  that  the  interests  of  the  two 
great  sections  of  our  trade — retail  and  wholesale — are  indis- 
solubly  linked  together.  In  .an  address  delivered  to  the  North 
London  Pharmacists'  Association  in  April,  1914,  I  endeavoured 
to  establish  my  contention  that  the  nature  of  the  relation 
of  the  two  sections  of  the  pharmaceutical  trade  to  one  another 
was  passing  from  opposition  to  coalition.  I  must  not  stop  no.w 
to  re-cover  the  same  ground  by  repeating  the  arguments  brought 
forward  on  that  occasion,  but  may  re-state  the  position  as  I  then 
conceived  it — viz.,  that  the  modern  wholesale  druggist  plus 
the  modern  practising  pharmacist  together  constitute  a  unit 
adequate  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  community.  Is  not  such 
a  unit  a  national  asset,  and  is  it  not  a  matter  of  national  con- 
oern  that  it  should  be  CMbled  to  continue  to  supply  the  nation's 
medicines — -a  .regular  and  efhcient  service  of  medicines  being  a 
matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  nation,  wliether  in  peace  or 
in  war?  In  pre-war  days  it  could  do  so,  and  was  every  year 
becoming  more  efficient. 

From  time  to  time  and  on  diivers  occasions  our  various  claims 
have  been  urged  in  their  respective  quarters.  Have  the  results 
been  proportionate  to  their  doserts?  Do  we  not  waste  our 
strength  in  thus  spllitting  up  our  efforts?  Our  disassociated 
representations  have  not  been  co-ordinated  by  the  Government, 
but  has  there  not  also  been  some  lack  of  co-ordination  on 
our  side  ?  Should  not  the  various  bodies,  each  doing  most 
useful  work  in  its  own  sphere,  be  capable  of  amalgamating 
their  efforts  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  craft?  In  short, 
should  not  pharmacy  speak  with  one  voice  ? 

"  Small  curs  are  not  regarded  when  they  grin. 
But  great  men  tremble  when  the  lion  roars." 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  the  Representative  op 

Ph.\rmact  as  a  Whole. 
From  the  points  of  view  which  I  have  indicated,  some  con- 
cerned directly  with  the  war,  others  of  permanent  value,  and 
many  upon  which  I  have  not  touched — legislative  and  politi- 
cal, as  well  as  commercial — is  it  not  most  desirable,  I  may  say 
imperative,  that  when  occasion  arises  pharmacy  in  the  broadest 
sense  should  be  able  to  speak  as  a  whole  to  any  Government 
department,  to  Parliament,  to  the  public?  The  body  which 
should  represent  pharmsicy  on  matt,ers  of  public  policy  affect- 
ing pharmacy  as  a  whole  is  surely  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Will  not  this  Society,  which  has  hitherto  confined  its  atten- 
tions to  the  .retail  interest,  assume  this  responsibility,  enlarge 
its  vista,  and  become  an  oven  more  important  and  powerful 
body  than  it  has  hitherto  been,  by  becoming  representative 
of  pharmacy  as  a  whole?  I  do  not  desire  to  take  upon  myself 
to  suggest  what  machinery  should  be  set  up  to  carry  out  the 
suggestion  which  I  have  put  forward,  but  possibly  a  permanent 
committee  might  be  appointed— a  Public  Policy  Committee — 
on  which  every  s-ide  of  pharmacy  should  receive  representa- 
tion proportionate  to  the  merits  and  magnitude  of  the  interests 
concerned. 

There  are  occasions,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  when 
matters  arise  which  affect  the  general  welfare  of  the  entire 
pharmaceutical  craft.  It  would  be  the  function  of  this  rorn- 
posite  committee  to  decide  upon  the  policy  to  be  pursued  ;  if  in 
Parliament  then  through  the  mouthpiece  of  our  Parliamentary 
representatives  (who,  I  protest,  cannot  receive  the  support 
they  should  have  if  thev  represent  only  one  section  of  phar- 
macy); or  it  may  be  in  the  public  Press;  or  in  approaching 
a  Government  department— in  which  connection  I  would  re- 
n  ind  vou  that  the  Government  to-day  will  not  deaJ  with 
individuals,  but  onlv  with  associations  representing  large  in- 
terests. Such  a  body  could  claim  to  be  truly  representative 
of  pharmacy,  and  its  views  would  command  attention. 
The  Medicine  Service  a  National  Asset. 
The  third  vear  of  the  war  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  when 
w"  consider  "how  complex  a  thing  is  an  adequate  and  com- 
plete so'-viqe  of  medicines,  the  difficulties  winch  have  had  to  be 
met  and  how  few  have  been  the  cases  in  which  supplies  have 
failed;  that  the  standard  of  quality  in  the  medicine  service 
has  never  for  a  moment  relaxed— perhaps,  after  all,  pharmacy 
has  not  done  so  badlv.  To-day.  when  the  depths  of  chemicaJ 
knowledge  are  being  plumbed  for  the  purposes  of  destroying 
life  there  is  some  satisfaction  in  the  reflection  that  the  re- 
sources of  medicine  and  pharmacy  are  devoted  to  «a^'"? 
not  onlv.  indeed,  to  the  curing  of  the  sirk  and  wounded,  but 
to  maintaining  the  health  of  our  troops  and  of  the  civil  popu- 
lation. An  adequate  medicine  service  is  a  national  asset  :  t.nar 
it  has  been  provided  under  ciroum.stanoes  of  unparalleled  ditli- 
culty  is  not  a  small  thing. 
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The  Call 

of— 
Cutoldv. 


9fediQafed^oifel  Soap 


which  shows  an  attractive  profit. 

Sample  g-  Quota  t/on 
0.^'  Appucat/on  TO- 
PRICE'S 


y  Recommended  for  Nurserij  orToilet  use.      batiersea.  London. 

3^0TE. — Quotat  ons  given  for  Medicated  Toilet  Soaps  under 
Chemiits'  own  die  and  printing.  Attractive  and 
appropriate  wrappers  and  labels  available. 


A  PROFITABLE  LINE. 


WHOLESALE  Price: 
3/9  per  doz.  Tablets 


LESS  DISCOUNT. 


RETAIL  Price  (Minimum) 
7/6  per  ddz.  Tablets 

NET. 


fa 


Does  this  Appeal? 


j     II     W  II 


11    M  li 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO 
THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST. 


[July  28,  1917. 


A  SAFE  and  RELIABLE  preparation  for  the  PREVENTION 
and  CURE  of  irritation  arisine  from  the  STINGS  of  GNATS, 

MOSQUITOES,  etc. 

Smartly  packed  in  2-oz.  bottles,  beautifully 
labelled ;  when  1  dozen  are  ordered  the 
preparation  bears  your  name  and  address. 

Carriage  paid  on  ^  C  /  j  SHOWCARDS 
orders    for  £i.    ret         j  ^  dm,  SUPPLIED. 

Retailing  at   S2^^d   per  bottle. 


It  is  just  the  thing  to  offer  your  customers ;  the  formula — a  really  reliable 
one — was  mvented  by  a  well-known  D.Sc.     The  relief  is  instantaneous. 

THE  PREPARATION  POSSESSES  THREEFOLD  QUALITIES: 


It  is  Curative,  Preventive  and  Antiseptic. 
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Rapid 

Construction 


^=       To  secure  efficiency  with  economy  of  ^= 
both  time  and  labour  is  the 

I     PROBLEM  of  the  MOMENT.  | 

As  regards  the  interior  decoration  of 
=       buildings,  the  problem  is  solved. 
^=       Substitute  for  lath  and  plaster  with  its  ' 

attendant  mess  ^= 


m  THE  FIRE-RESISTING  m  M 

a  BUILDING  BOARD.  ^  m 

=  (Tested  by  British  Fire  Prevention  Committee  ^=  =- 

and  Institute  of  Hygiene.)  = 

^  This  needs  no  preparation.  You  take  ^1  ^ 
the  sheets  just  as  they  arrive,  nail       ^  ^ 

-  -1-  straight  on  the  studdings  or  joists,  g  ^ 
cover  the  joins  with  a  suitable  panelling  ^ 
strip,  and  the  whole  is  ready  at  once 

=       to  be  painted  or   distempered.  The 

=       results  are  surprisingly  artistic.     The  ^1 
panelled  walls  impart  an  air  of  elegance  ^ 
-----       and  comfort.    But  more,  "Calno"  is 

=       fire-resisting,  and  a  good  non-conductor 

^=       of  cold,  heat  and  sound,  and  it 

I     NEVER  CRACKS  or  SPLITS.     B  B 

^=  A  compendium  of  advantages  such  as  ^  ^ 

=  this  will  surely  recommend  "Calno"  ^ 

Hi  at  the  present  juncture.  ^  ^ 

^  Stock  sizes  are  8,  6,  and  4  feet  long  by  =  ^ 

=  4  feet  wide.  ^  ^ 

Write  for  samples.  "  P Department,  ^= 


Thames  Mills 


^  PURFLEET 


ESSEX  m 


REPUTATION 


M 


ANY  little  factors  go  to  make  a 
firm's  reputation. 


First  and  foremost  is  the  quality  of  ^ 

the  goods.  ^ 

*         *         *  ^= 

Little  less  important  in  the  case  of  ^ 

proprietary  lines  is  the  packing  ^ 
of  the  goods. 

The  wrapper,  the  box,  tin  or  carton  in  g 

which  the  goods  are  sold  usually  ^ 

receives     considerable    attention,  ^ 

and  possesses  a  valuable  goodwill.  ^ 

But  the  outer  package  receives  ^ 

less   attention ;    this    should   not  ^ 

be.    An  elegant  packing  case  or  ^ 

container  —  in    other    words    a  ^ 

"FIBERITE"    case— distinctive  g 

in  shape — made,  in  fact,  for  your  ^ 

goods,  and  bearing  in  a  neat  and  g 

effective  display  your  own  trade  ^ 

mark   or   name,    can    become   a  ^ 

valuable  aid  to  your  sales.  ^ 

This  is   one  valuable  feature  of  the  ^ 


There  are  more  besides  than  we  have 
space  to  detail  here.    If  you  are 
interested,  write  us,  and  we  will 
send  descriptive  booklet. 
*         *  * 

N.B. — "  Fiberite  "  Cases  are  offered  as 
a  substitute  for  WOODEN  boxes. 

Thames  Paper  Co. 


m  PURFLEET 


LTD. 


ESSEX  m 


Phones;  Tii.blrv  ii  ;  Rainham  22. 
Telegrams:  "Boards  Purfleet." 


'Phones:  Tilburvii;  Kainham  22. 
Telegrams:  "Boards  Pl'rfleet." 


N.B. — As  we  are  experiencing  great  difficulties:  in  obtaining  sufficient  raw  material 
it  IS  possible  we  may  be  unable  to  accept  orders  unless  the  material  is  required 
for  work  of  NATIONAL  IMPORTANCE. 
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ASPIRIN 
TABLETS 

INHERE  is  no  great  technical  difficulty  in  preparing 
*      Aspirin,  but  to  produce  an  article  fully  up  to  the 

P.B.  standard  for  Acid  Acetylsalicylic  and  of  therapeutic 

efficiency  is  not  easy. 

It  should,  moreover,  be  borne  in  mind  that  even  when  you 
have  a  satisfactory  Aspirin  it  by  no  means  follov^s  that 
this  can  automatically  be  pressed  into  satisfactory  Tablets. 
It  is  constantly  found  that  Tablets  made  from  an  unim- 
peachable brand  are  poor  in  quality  and  inefficient  in  action. 

Starting  with  our  own  superfine  Salicylic  Acid  we  succeeded 
in  preparing  a  practically  faultless  Aspirin,  but  it  required 
a  long  series  of  experiments  before  we  discovered  how  to 
produce  from  this  an  equally  faultless  Tablet.  That  we 
have  succeeded  is  being  amply  demonstrated  by  the 
enormous  demand,  which  is  the  more  remarkable  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  new  Brands  are  being  placed  on  the 
market  almost  every  week. 

In  order  that  Pharmacists  may  satisfy  themselves  of  the 
justice  of  our  claims,  we  will  send  a  sample  bottle  to  any 
Retailer  who  would  like  to  try  them. 

Order  through  your  Wholesaler. 
Sold  in  bottles  of  25, 50  &  1 00  Tablets. 

HOWARDS  &  SONS,  LTD., 
ILFORD,  Nr.  LONDON. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

As  briefly  reported  in  last  week's  issue,  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  above  Society  wa«  held  in  Birmingham,  on  July 
19  20,  and  21,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Chables  Carpenter. 
The  annual  report  showed  a  net  increase  of  mem'bers  of 
334,  and  a  gene>raUy  sound  and  satisfactory  state  of  the  Society's 
affairs  for  the  past  yeax.  Professor  Henry  Lows,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  was  appointed  President  in  succession  to  Dr.  Carpenter, 
who  has  held  office  for  two  years.  Summaries  are  subjoined 
of  the  Pi-esidential  Address  and  one  of  the  more  important  papers 
of  direct  or  indirect  pharmaceutical  interest  contributed  to  the 
meeting ;  others  will  appear  later. 

Presidential  .4ddress. 

Premisijig  that  the  progress  of  the  chemical  industry  on  all 
sides  requires  the  inspiration  of  the  chemist.  Dr.  Carpenter  con- 
tended that  such  progress  is  impossible  save  through  the  sympa- 
thetic collaboration  of  both  chemist  and  engineer,  and  urged  that 
the  utmost  possible  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  engineer's 
achievement  and  resources,  and  as  a  preliminary  step  towards 
this  consummation,  the  first  principles  of  experimental  science 
should  be  oompulsorily  taught  in  all  primary  schools,  because 
the  plight  of  the  chemical  industry  in  this  country  was  princi- 
pally due  to  the  fact  that  so  small  a  part  of  the  nation  was 
taught  its  language.  Another  point  to  be  taken  into  account  is 
that  the  industrial  chemistry  of  to-day  is  not  merely  a  matter 
of  pots  and  pans,  but  a  highly  complex  combination  in  which 
Temperatures,  and  fine  pressures  of  fine  gradations,  and  extended 
limits  play  a  dominant  part.  In  view  of  our  new  and  more  ex- 
haustive knowledge  of  the  raw  material  resources  of  the  Empire, 
one  cannot  picture  a  future  in  which  it  is  possible  to  work  our 
mines  with  regard  only  to  the  present,  or  in  which  anything  but 
surplus  output  is  sent  abroad,  before  all  home  requirements  are 
satisfied.  And  if  raw  materials  are  sent  abroad,  it  should  be  by 
way  of  intor-State  exchange  and  barter.  It  is  not  so  long  since 
in  many  quarters  it  was  actually  believed  that  the  Briton 
was  not  temperamentally  fitted  for  the  successful  investigation 
and  utilisation  of  the  higher  branches  of  chemical  knowledge. 
But  knowledge  has  no  frontiers.  Nevertheless,  one  may  imagine 
the  Teutonic  scorn  that  may  but  three  years  ago  have  been 
expressed  for  a  contemptible  little  army  of  British  technical 
chemists.  Like  their  brothers  in  France  and  Flanders,  they 
have  falsified  the  gibe  by  showing  that  our  race  is  not  incom- 
petent to  play  its  part  without  limitation  or  qualification  in  the 
tasks  which  confront  mankind,  and  in  which  the  science  of 
'applied  chemistry  is  bound  to  play  a  leading  part. 

The  Future  of  the  Fine  Chemical  Industry. 

By  Ernest  W.  Man.v,  B.Sc.(Lond.),  F.LC,  Ph.C.  " 

Referring  to  technical  research,  the  author  affirmed  that  the 
first  essential  for  carrying  out  this  class  of  work  is  the  trained 
technical  worker,  who  in  the  past  has  been  a  raia  avis.  A  post- 
graduate course  is  r^ecessary  to  bridge  the  existing  hiatus  be- 
tween the  university  laboratory  and  the  works,  and  with  this 
object  in  view  Sir  Thomas  Barclay  has  proposed  the  establish- 
ment of  State  research  laboratories  under  joint  manu- 
facturing ana  economic  control,  working  on  industrial 
problems,  and  throwing  the  results  of  their  work  open 
under  licence  or  royalty.  This  scheme  has  many  obvious 
advantages,  and  could  be  developed  by  utilisation  of  existing 
buildings  and  facilities  for  tetihnological  work  in  connection  with 
universities  and  technical  schools.  It  would  also  lead  to  the 
economising  of  research  talent  and  co-ordination  of  effort,  which 
would  obviate  probably  wasteful  subdivision  such  as  that 
exemplified  by  the  fact  that  recently  five  'firms  hasve  done  the 
research  work  necessary  for  the  production  of  a  certain  dye  with 
antiseptic  properties.  As  to  manufacture  itself,  the  most  urgent 
practical  need  is  to  take  steps  to  concentrate  production,  and  so 
reduce  manufacturing  costs  to  such  a  point  as  will  enable  this 
country  eventually  to  compete  with  the  old-established  and 
iarge  scala  German  plants.  Another  possible  method  by  which 
efficiency  can  be  tested  and  stimulated  is  by  the  interchange  of 
manufacturing  costs.  A  serious  drawback  on  the  manufacturing 
side  is  the  shortage  of  skilled  chemical  workers.  It  is  probable 
that  after  the  war  explosives  works  may  be  able  to  liberate  men 
who  have  had  training  in  chemical  processes,  and  these  may  servo 
aa  a  nucleus  for  the  formation  of  a  body  of  skillexl  workers;  but 
compulsoTT?  attendance  at  ot>ntinuation  and  technical  schools,  with 
an  obligation  on  the  ernployrr  to  afford  facilities  for  this  purpose, 
will  also  assist  in  the  desired  direction.  As  regards  markets  and 
tibe  relation  of  the  home  trade  to  foreign  competition,  there  will 
be  general  agreement  that  a  tariff  is  essential.  The  incidence  of 
the  tariff  would  have  to  be  carefully  considered.  Presumably 


wholly  unmanufactured  raw  material  would  he  duty-free,  and 
the  rate  of  duty  would  increase  proportionately  to  the  complexity 
of  the  manufacturing  processes  involved.  Consideration  would 
haive  to  bo  paid  to  the  influence  of  duties  on  some  manufactured 
raw  materials  of  the  markets  in  the  colonies  and, neutral  coun- 
tries, and  it  may  be  necessary  to  arrange  for  rebate  of  this  duty 
on  goods  exported  to  such  markets. 


INSTITUTE  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

Pass  List:  July  (1917)  E.xaminations. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
recently  held  in  London,  Dublin,  and  Johannesburg  have  now 
been  published.  Four  candidates  passed  the  Intermediate 
examination,  viz.,  E.  R.  Baines,  (Miss)  Ella  Caird,  W.  H. 
Craven,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  and  A.  J.  Dando.  Four  candidates 
passed  the  Final  (A.I.C.)  ex-fmination,  viz.,  H.  J.  Hcgan,  B.Sc. 
(Lond.),  in  mineral  chemistry;  A.  J.  Hall,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  and 
S.  J.  Rog^ers,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  in  organic  chemistry;  and  H. 
Jephcott,  B.Sc.  (Lend.),  in  the  chemistry  (and  microscopy)  of 
food  and  drugs,  fertilisers  and  feeding  scuffs,  soils,  and  water. 
Two  candidates  pasted  the  Final  examination  for  the  Fellow- 
ship, viz.,  H.  R.  Adam.  B.Sc.  (Aberd.),  in  metallurgical 
chemistry ;  and  George  Taylor,  in  the  chemistry  of  food  and 
drugs,  etc. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


Answers  to  Questions. 

July  20. 
FLAi  Seed  (Ireland). 
Replying  to  Sir  John  Lonsdale,  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Duke)  stated  that  under  a  recent  Army  Council 
Order  every  grower  of  flax  in  Ireland  was  required  to  dry  one- 
eighth  of  the  total  crop  grown  by  him  with  the  object  of 
saving  the  seed  therefrom  for  seed  purposes.  Arrangements 
are  also  being  made  to  have  a  quantity  of  seed  saved  from 
other  areas.  By  both  the=e  means  it  is  hoped  that  a  fair  pro 
portion  of  seed  will  be  available  for  next  year's  sowing. 

Indigo  Trade  (India). 
Replying  to  Sir  J.  D.  Rees,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(Mr.  Montagu)  intimated  that,  notwithstanding  the  importation 
into  England  of  dyes  from  neutral  countries,  and  the  competi- 
tion due  to  the  home  manufacture  of  synthetic  dyes,  a  good 
and  profitable  market  exists  for  all  indigo  produced  in  India. 
The  Inrian  Government,  in  communication  with  the  Behar 
Planters'  Association,  is  endeavouring  to  improve  the  processes 
of  production  and  manufacture  of  natural  indigo,  with  a  view 
to  securing  greater  economic  efficiency. 

Civilian  Control  of  Medical  Examination  of  Recruits. 

The  Local  Government  Board  was  suggested  by  the  Select 
Committee  as  the  fittest  authority  to  take  over  the  work  of 
medical  examination,  but  the  National  Service  Department,  at 
present  anxious  to  aivei't  extinction,  is  urging  that  it  possesses 
all  the  machinery  for  the  task. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  New  Appointment. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  wrho  has  been  acting  as  Parliamentary 
private  secretary  to  Dr.  Addison,  accompanies  him  to  the  work 
of  establishing  the  Ministry  of  Reconstruction.  The  Bill  setting 
up  this  Ministi-y  was  prepared  for  introduction  at  the  end  of  this 
week. 

Qualified  Dispensers  in  the  R.A.M.C. 

Mr.  Mallalieu  (Lib.,  Yorks,  Colne  Valley)  asked  whether  at 
the  present  time  qualified  dispensers,  emijloyetl  as  such,  were 
serving  in  the  R.A.M.C.  as  privates,  or  whether  it  was  the 
custom  to  advance  them  in  rank  when  so  serving. 

Mr.  Macpiherson,  Under  Secretary  for  War,  replied  that  there 
were  qualified  dispensers  serving  in  the  Army  as  privates,  and 
they  have  the  same  opportunity  for  promotion  as  other  men  in 
the  corps. 

Mr.  Macpherson's  reference  to  "the  corps"  shows  that  his 
reply  deals  with  men  serving  in  the  R.A.M.'C. 

Beer  and  Gingerbeer  Duties. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law,  answering  Mr.  Aneuriu  Williams  (Lib., 
Durham,  N.W.),  who  again  raised  the  question  of  the  relative 
taxation  of  beer  and  gingerbeer,  said  the  duty  on  gingerbeer 
was  4d.  a  gallon.  He  could  not  confirm  Mr.  Aneurin  Williams's 
assertion  that  gingerbeer  was  liable  to  a  'higher  tluty  if  it  was 
over  a  certain  gravity. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


•  DEVON. — The  ajimuil -jiioeting  of  the  Devon  Phamiaceutical 
Association  was  held  on  July  18,  at  the  Arcade  Lecture  Hall, 

Exeter,  at  5.30  p.m.,  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  J. P.,  in  the  ohair. — 
There  was  a  repre.'iontative  attontlancn  trom  all  the  divisions  in 

the  county. — The  annual  report  and  balance-sheet  were  presented 
by  the  IIonorahy  Secuetary  and  Treasuree  (Mr.  H.  Wippell 
Gadd,  and  were  received  and  adopted. — Various  matters  con- 
cerning Insurance  dispensing  a.nd  the  general  interests  of  phar- 
macists in  th(<  county  were  discussed.  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  was 
le-elected  Chai.-man;  Mi'.  F.  March,  of  Torquay,  Vice-Chairman; 
and  Mr.  H.  Wippell  tladd,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


H.4L1FAX. — A  meeting  of  the  H?.lifax  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  on  July  18. 
the  President,  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  in  the  chair.  Circular  letters 
P.lS.  38  and  39  were  read  to  the  meeting,  and  reoeiv-jd  care- 
ful attention,  the  matters  contained  therein  being  of  vital  im- 
portance to  every  pharmacist.  The  Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  -was  instructed  to  forward  the  resolutions 
passed  to  the  proper  quarters.  It  was  decided  to  recommend 
members  to  close  their  pharmacies  for  four  days  during  the  local 
holidays  in  August,  a  icrvice  for  the  supphes  of  urgent  medicines 
and  Insurance  dispensing  to  be  arranged  on  the  rota  system. 
The  "Broken  Proprietaries"  scheme  inaugurated  by  the  British 
and  Colonial  J'hn riiiacist  was  'brought  to  the  notice  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  it  was  hoped  that  the  fullest  use  would  be  made  of  it. 


SHEFFIELD.— At  <i.  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  held  on  Jjly  18,  Mr. 
H.  G.  Williams  in  the  chair,  the  following  officials  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year: — President,  A.  H.  Culverhouse;  Senior 
Vice-President,  S.  Furnival,  Junior  Vice-President,  C.  H. 
H«.witt;  Hon.  Treasurer.  H.  Antcliffe ;  Hon.  Secretary,  E. 
Preston;  Auditors,  E.  WeJls-Sraith  and  E.  Hands.— Mr.  C.  H. 
Hewitt  urged  the  necessity  of  more  stringent  measures  being 
adopter]  against  small  traders  who  infringe  the  Pharmacy  Acts, 
and,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  John  AtrsTEX,  Mr.  Antcliffe  was 
asked  to  bring  before  the  parent  Society  the  necessity  of 
appointing  Divisional  Secretaries  for  the  city  — The  President 
proposed  that  all  pharmacists  in  business  connected  with  the 
Society  be  asked  to  forward  particulars  of  all  their  assistants 
and  apprentices  who  have  joined  His  Majesty's  Forces  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  with  a  view  to  a  Roll  of  Honoiu- 
being  prepared  in  connection  with  the  Society.— This  was  carried 
imanimously. 


WEST  HAM.— A  meeting  of  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and 
Metropolitan  Essex  District  Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held 
on  July  19  at  Earlham  Hall,  Mr.  F.  W.\lter  Gwixn  in  the 
chair.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  commenting  on  an  advertisement  issued  by  the 
\Vest  Ham  Board  of  Guardians  for  an  assistant  to  attend  to  the 
distribution  of  groceries  and  do  dispensing.  In  view  of  the 
duties  and  of  the  fact  that  the  salary  offered  was  £2  oer  week, 
Mr.  Matthew.s  said  it  was  very  wrong  that  there  should  be 
unqualified  treatment  for  the  poor  and  qualified  attention 
for  the  well-to-do.— iMr.  Kirkpatrick  strongly  criticised  the 
action  of  the  Council  in  not  being  sufficiently  organised 
to  take  up  an  important  subject  like  this,  and  thought  the 
Council  should  have  tackled  the  matter  through  its  legal  repre- 
sentative.—Mr.  Soper  supported  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  and  suggested 
energetic  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Council,  and  also 
thought  the  Guardians  should  be  advised.— Mr.  Llotd  proposed 
and  Mr.  Matthews  seconded  that  the  Council  should  be  asked 
if  it  is  prepared  to  communicate  with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  if  the  Council  are  not  agreeable  to  taking  up  the 
matter,  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Association  should  have  power 
to  negotiate  direct  with  the  Local  Government  Board.— The 
Pbesident  brought  up  the  question  of  the  London  and  Home 
Counties  Organisation  Committee,  and  said  the  feeling  existed 
that  the  Committee  had  not  done  its  work  as  it  should  have 
done,  and  that  the  London  members  seemed  to  think  what  was 
good  enough  for  the  metropolis  was  good  enough  for  the  coun- 
try. The  Committee  had  been  a  house  divided  against  itself. — 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  followed  Mr.  Gwinn,  and  said  it  was  quite  time 
the  London  and  Home  Counties  Organisation  ceased  to  exist. 
He  then  went  oh  to  speak  on  the  Progressive  Pharmacists'  Club. 
For  a  long  time  it  had  been  felt  an  organisation  outside  the  offi- 
cial body  was  necessary  to  stimulate  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
to  action.    At  a  meeting  held  three  months  ago  it  was  decided 


that  the  form  of  the  proposed  organisation  should  be  a  Progres- 
sive Pharmacists'  Club,  and  the  next  step  taken  was  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  suitable  premises  and  the  question  of  finance. 
An  Executive  Committee  of  Guarantors  for  one  year  was  formed, 
and  tho  climax  was  the  Club.  There  will  be  in  connection  with 
the  Cluib  a  library  of  scientific  and  ordinary  literature,  a  meet- 
ing hall,  committee  rooms,  and  billiard  room.  Pubhcations  will 
be  printed  dealing  with  matters  directly  affecting  the  pharma- 
cist. A  Propaganda  Committee  will  be  formed  for  visiting  Asso- 
ciations and  lecturing  on  current  pharmaceutical  problems,  and  a 
Sub-Committee  for  looking  after  the  social  life  of  the  Club  will 
also  be  formed.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  is  fully  convinced  that  the 
Club  is  established  on  a  solid  rock,  and  evidence  of  success  i.s 
assured  by  the  already  big  membership.  He  asked  members  to 
consider  the  principles  he  had  stated,  and  said  all  members 
should  join  and  give  their  views.  There  was  every  reason  to 
hope  that  pharmacists  would  always  be  at  the  Club,  ready  to 
meet  country  members  and  young  pharmacists  from  a  distance. 
— ^On  a  show  of  bands  only  one  niemiber  did  not  willingly  support 
the  movement,  and  he  is  to  consider  the  matter.  Tho  next  item 
on  the  agenda,  namely,  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  by  the 
\rniy,  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Llotd,  who  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously: — "  That  this  Associa- 
tion urges  the  Council  to  push  forward  the  matter  of  obtaining 
Commissions  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  as  it  is  ■^be  most  im- 
portant question  before  the  leaders  of  pharmacy.  Furtber,  that  the 
Association  hopes  and  expects  that  in  future  the  Council  make 
known  to  pharmacists  the  result  of  their  negotiations  with  the 
War  Office  on  this  question,  as  it  considers  it  has  a  right  to 
know  what  transpires  between  the  two  bodies,  and  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to  receive  a  deputation  in  the 
event  of  their  negotiations  with  the  War  Office  being  unsuccess- 
ful."— ^It  was  agreed  to  have  a  riiver  trip  on  the  date  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Soper  and  the  Secretary 
were  asked  to  make  arrangements. — The  President  reported  on 
his  appearance  before  the  Local  Associations  Special  Organisation 
Committee,  and  was  cordially  thanked  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  placed  the  opinions  of  the  Association  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 


UCAL. — A  meeting  of  the  Ucal  Lodge  of  Pharmacy  was 
held  on  June  18,  at  Holborn  Restaurant,  when  Mr.  Milner,  of 
Greenwich,  occupied  the  chair.  An  approved  scheme  of  the 
federation  of  group  of  members  of  Ucal  clubs,  lodges,  and 
associations  was  discussed  at  great  length.  A  lively  interest  was 
taken  in  the  discussion,  on  account  of  the  approaching  Con- 
ference in  October,  which  will  probably  be  held  in  London,  to 
consider  the  elaborate  scheme  for  federating  all  Ucal  clubs, 
lodges,  and  associations,  put  forward  by  Mr.  Hearle  (the  first 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Ucal  Federation  Conference),  who 
is  an  enthusiast  in  all  matters  pertaining  not  only  to  Ucal,  but 
to  the  uplifting  of  pharmacy  in  general.  Mr.  Hearle  received 
a  very  hearty  vote  of  congratulation  on  his  appointment  to  the 
first  Secretaryship  of  the  Ucal  Federation  Conference,  Mr. 
Corbett,  of  Birmingham,  being  the  President.  Messrs.  Milner 
and  Dan  Davies  were  appointed  delegates  1o  the  Conference. 


LOCAL    INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Bournemouth.— Insurance  Committee. 

The  Bournemouth  Committee,  at  their  last  meeting,  approved 
a  reassessment  of  drug  prices  for  the  purpose  of  Article  b  of 
the  Medical  Benefit  Regulations,  1916,  as  follows : — Total  value 
of  prescriptions  on  basis  of  Article  5  Tariff  ;  temporar>'  residents' 
prescriptions,  £36  10s.  :  remaining  prescriptions,  £2,022  13s.  The 
ratio  which  the  new  Tariff  prices  bear  to  the  Article  5  Tariff 
prices,  expressed  at  a  percentage  of  the  latter,  is  82.58. 

ShefiBeld. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

.\  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was  held  on  July 
18,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected : — Chairman,  A.  H. 
Culverhouse;  Vice-Chairman,  E.  Haiiiing;  Secretary,  H.  Ant- 
cliffe. At  a  second  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
ou  July  20  three  Sub-Committees  were  appointed.  A  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  was  read  regarding  "Cocaine  Prescribed  for 
Ii^ured  Pei'sons."  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  frame 
and  issue  a  clearly  worde<l  notice  to  all  panel  pharmacists,  in  case 
the  P.J.  and  C.  and  7).  had  not  been  consulted.  Difficulty 
in  regard  to  Lin.  Commune,  still  exists,  the  Panel  Committee 
hiv.'ing  adopted  an  unreasonable  attitude,  and  the  Insurance 
CoEjmittee  are  being  appealed  to  on  the  ground  that  the  b«rderi 
is  laid  unfairly  and  unnecessarily  upon  the  insured  person  and 
pharmacist.  A  meeting  of  panel  chemists  will  be  heid  on 
August  15. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thuesdat,  Jtjlt  26,  1917. 
The  drug  market  has  been  verj'  quiet  during  the  week, 
with  few  price  changes  of  iiriiportance.     Quinine  is  again 
slightly  dearer,  with  a  small  business  passing. 

Acetanilide. — No  change  here,  price  being  about  2s.  lOd.  to 
Ss.  per  lb.  ;  in  America  the  price  has  been  advanced  slightly. 

.4cetic  Acid. — ^There  are  sellers  of  glacial  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — ^Makers  are  now  askiug  15s.  to 
15s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  second  hands  are  still  offering  at  14s.  6d. 

Balsam  Peru. — StUl  very  strong,  and  tJie  price  for  good 
B.P.  quality  is  17s.  6d.  to  18s.  per  lb. 

Barbitone. — ^There  is  no  change  in  the  position,  and  the 
price  remains  round  about  115s.  per  lb. 

Benzoic  Acid. — Yery  nice  samples  of  American  just  on  the 
market  are  offered  at  26s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  and  25s.  to  come 
forward. 

Betanaphthol. — ^There  are  offers  of  resublimed  at  8s.  6d.  per 
lb.  for  spot  and  8s.  forward. 

Bromides. — Firm  at  the  recent  advance  to  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d. 
upwards  for  the  Potassium  Salt  and  4s.  to  4s.  Id.  for  the 
Ammonium  Salt.    Sodium  Bromide  is  quoted  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — ^Firm  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  2^-lb.  Japanese  slabs, 
with  business  thereat. 

Caustic  Soda — ^Has  had  a  big  spurt ;  as  high  as  £37  has 
been  paid  for  70  to  72  per  cent. ;  the  market  value  is  about 
£55  to  £36,  but  offerings  are  almost  nil. 

Citric  Acid. — Unchanged  at  3a  3d.  to  3s,  4d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil.^Firm  at  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Steady  on  basis  of  Is.  2id.  per  lb.  for  fair 
Zanzibar. 

Coriander  Seed. — About  70s.  for  Morocco ;  much  lower  for 
.shipment. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — About  40s.  for  spot  ,•  much  lower  for  ship- 
ment 

Gum  Acacia. — Prices  have  a  higher  tendency,  upward  oi 
80s.  being  asked. 

Japan  Vegetable  Wax. — ^Dearer  at  78s.  for  good  squares, 
with  business  thereat. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Methyl  Salicylate. — ^There  are  offers  of  forward  shipment  at 
4s.  4d.  per  lb.  and  afloat  4s.  6d.  ;  spot  is  wortli  about  5s. 

Milk  Sugar. — Firm  at  the  advanced  rates. 

Morphine  Hydrochloride. — ^The  demand  for  export  has  been 
enormous.    This  heavy  demand  cannot  be  fully  met. 

Nitrate  of  Soda. — Continues  scarce  and  firm. 

Oxalic  Acid. — Is.  6d.  per  lb.  delivered  London. 

Peppermint  Oil — Has  again  advanced  in  America,  but  spot 
ptarcels  are  still  offered  at  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Wayne  County 
oil  in  tins. 

Phenacetin. — Firm  at  87s.  6d.  to  90s.  per  lb. 
Phenazone. — The  scarcity  is  more  pronounced,  and  the  value 
is  now  about  60.';.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Iodide. — lis.  7d.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — I?uyers  are  reluctant  to  pay  the 
extreme  prices  asked  by  holders ;  and  there  are  now  offers  at 
14s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — Further  small  business  is  reported,  and  holders 
are  firm  in  their  views;  the  value  of  the  Sulphate  is  about 
2s.  lOd.  per  oz. 

Rosin. — Lower;  common  .strained  spot,  32s. 

Rubber. — Plantation :  Standard  Xo.  1  crepe,  2s.  7d.  per 
lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s.  3d. 

Saccharin. — Very  scarce,  and  sales  of  spot  stuff  are  reported 
at  350s.  per  lb.  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — ^The  advanced  prices  are  well  maintained,  but 
while  it  is  po.ssible  that  prices  may  advance  stiU  further,  there 
has  been  no  material  change  during  the  week.  The  Soda  Salt 
is  .itill  available  at  9s.  per  lb.  for  spot  and  8s.  3d.  for  forward 
delivery  (say,  early  in  August).  Spot  parcels  of  Salicylic  Acid 
are  worth  8s.  x>er  lb.,  and  forward  7s.  The  market  is  said 
to  bt  almost  bare  in  America. 


Salol— Is  very  firm  on  the  spot  wt  10s.  6d.  i>er  lb.,  and  to 
arrive  10s, 

Shellac. — Dearer  on  basis  of  220s.  for  fair  T.N.  Orange. 
Soda  Crystals — ^I'here  is  a  good  demand  for  ex,port. 
Star  Aniseed  Oil. — ^Firm  at  about  3s.  7d.  per  lb.  for  Red 
Ship  brand. 

Sulphonal.— Firm  at  42s.  6d.  to  44s.  per  lb. 
Trional. — There  are  offers  at  58s.  per  lb. 
Turpentine. — ^American  spot,  56s. 
Vanillin. — Again  firmer  at  46s.  to  47s.  per  lb. 
Yellow  Prussiate  of  Potash, — 3s.  7d.  per  lb. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALES. 


Auctions  to-day,  although  presenting  comparatively  small 
supplies  (except  of  Honey,  which  was  again  freely  submitted), 
yet  dragged  very  slowly,  and  as  a  w^hole  the  result  was  dis- 
appointing. Cape  Aloes,  owing  to  their  scarcity,  were  held 
for  advanced  prices,  but  the  best  bid  was  53s.  for  good  hard 
bright,  and  this  quality  retired  at  60s.  ;  for  7  boxes  of  Cura90a 
catalogued  without  reserve,  67s.  6d.  to  70s.  was  paid,  the 
quality  being  very  coarse,  dark  and  drossy  to  ordinary  dark 
brown.  5  cases  Balsam  Tolu  sold  prior  to  auction,  while 
another  lot  of  22  cases  retired  at  2s.  2d.  ;  5  cases  Copaiba  were 
held  for  3s.,  and  60  drums  Gurjan  for  lOd.  per  lb.  For  a 
2-bale  lot  of  OascariHa  Bark,  rather  lean  silvery  quiU,  the 
high  price  of  168s.  per  cwt.  was  bid,  but  not  accepted.  Of 
6  bales  Buohu  Leaves  2  'bales  ordinary  yellow  round  sold  at 
4s.  lOd.  Cardamoms  were  represented  by  only  2  cases  of  good 
Bombay  seeds,  of  which  one  found  a  buyer  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
12  bags,  6  bales  Java  Coca  Leaves  sold  at  steady  rates,  5d. 
to  7d.  for  common  brown  ito  ordinai*y  siftings  and  2d.  to  4d. 
for  low  ditto ;  29  bales  common  brown  Ceylon  whole  leaf, 
partly  country  damaged,  were  quitted  at  4d.  to  5^d.  per  lb. 
Of  15  cases  Dragon's  Blood  only  1  case  rather  dull  saucers  sold 
at  £7  lOs.  per  cwt.  2  oases  Seychelles  Lemongrass  Oil  sold 
at  3d.  per  oz.  Of  7  cases  Siam  Gum  Benjamin  5  cases  sold  at 
very  firm  prices — £23  for  free  small  almond,  £18  for  siftings 
in  shivery  block,  £11  for  dark  dust  in  block,  and  £8  5s.  for 
blocky  dirty  pickings ;  of  140  cases  Sumatra  only  about  10 
cases  sold,  including  ordinary  seconds,  old  fracture,  at  £6  5s., 
false  packed  thirds  £5  10s.,  and  country-cut  seconds  £7  to  £7 
7s.  6d.  Of  221  bags  East  India  Gum  Tragacanth  109  bags 
sold  at  90s.  to  92s.  6d.  for  fair  pale  and  reddish  and  17s.  6d. 
(subject  to  owners'  approval)  for  siftings  of  ditto.  Honey  was 
in  excessive  supply,  1,205  packages  being  catalogued,  and,  vnth 
a  very  poor  demand,  only  about  150  barrels,  etc.,  were  sold 
under  the  hammer  at  prices  showing  the  fresh  heavy 
fall  of  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  on  all  perhaps  but  the  best 
grades.  Ipecacuamha  was  pei'haps  barely  so  firm  as 
of  late ;  22  bales  Mattogrosso  half  sold,  dull  fair 
at  9s.  lOd.  to  9s.  lid.  and  sea  damaged  at  8s.  9d.  to 
9s.  Id.,  according  to  condition;  14  bags  Oarthagena  retired  at 
9s.  9d.  to  10s.  Kola  Nnts  very  firm  and  in  good  demand  ; 
164  bags  offered  and  125  bags  sold,  good  African  quarters  9d., 
wormy  ditto  8jd.,  fair  West  Indian  6d.  to  65d.,  and  ordinary 
ditto  5d.  per  lb.  Rhubailb  failed  to  attract  any  attention,  and 
the  whole  of  the  64  cases  offered  retired  unsold.  Oalumlba 
Root  scarce  and  dear;  155  parcels  offered  and  51  parcels  sold, 
without  resei"ve,  fair  natural  sorts  at  89s.,  bright  small  ditto, 
slightly  wormy,  75s.  to  79s.,  and  woi-my  pickings  31s.  ;  fair 
washed  was  bought  in  at  100s.  108  bags  Liquorice  Root  were 
bought  in  at  110s.  to  112s.  6d.  for  decorticated  and  60s.  per 
cwt.  for  natural.  189  bags  Scammony  Root  retired  at  Is.  2d. 
to  Is.  7d.  per  lb.  2  bales  common  pale  native  Jamaica  Sar- 
saparilla  brought  the  high  price  of  2s.  3d.  ;  of  30  bales  Mexican 
a  single  bale  sold  privately  before  the  auctions,  the  remainder 
being  held  for  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  Senna  was  slow,  but  in  t)he 
business  done  full  rates  were  realised  ;  689  bales  offered  and 
75  bales  sold,  fair  bold  green  at  6id.,  dull  bold  4^d.  to  5d., 
common  to  good  medium  3^d.  to  5jd..  and  common  smaU  3d.  ; 
dark  to  good  pods  5\d.  to  4|d.  ;  of  206  packages  Alexandrian 
126  packages  sold  (the  great  bulk  by  private  contract  before 
the  auctions),  including  ordinary  broken  Mecca  leaf,  at  6d. 
to  6id.  wer  lb.  25  barrels  Barbadoes  Tamarinds  of  fair 
quality  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt.  in  bond.  Of  298  packages  Wax 
50  packages  sold  at  very  full  rates. 
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BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Messrs.  Nightingale  and  Ferguson,  chemists  and  druggists, 
Denbeath,  Mctliil,  have  closed  down  their  jjremises. 

Mr.  Matthew  Gray,  formerly  of  Messrs.  Jj'razer  and  Green's, 
Glasgow,  'has  l>een  appointed  manager  of  the  Ontral  Pharmacy, 
High  Street,  Dunfermhne. 

Mr.  J.  Bowie,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  with  Messrs. 
Duncan,  Floolchart,  and  Co.,  Edinburgh,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Cowie,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Upper  Largo. 

Messrs.  F.  Newbery  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  27  and  28,  Charterhouse 
Square.  London,  E.C."  1,  have  sent  us  copies  of  their  nc-w  cata- 
log'ue,  the  publication  of  which  has  been  ftield  back  for  many 
months  owing  to  difficulties  in  connection  with  paper  supply  and 
printing.  Messrs.  Newbery  draw  particular  attention  to  the 
compreliensive  supplement  of  Additions  and  Alterations  (pp. 
xvii.-xxxiii.).  The  catalogue  is,  we  think,  an  improvement  on 
the  old  style  ;  the  page  is  much  larger  and  more  effective  for  a 
list  of  this  kind. 

Openings  for  British  Trade. — ^The  British  Vice-Consul  rt  Baku 
states  that  the  drugs  in  bulk  which  have  been  received  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  war  have  given  satisfmction. 
Druggists,  however,  require  lines  to  replace  the  numerous  pre- 
parations formerly  received  from  Germany.  Local  physicians 
frequently  preiscribe  some  prepared  form  of  medicine — not  neces- 
sarily a  patent  medicine.  There  was  a  ready  sale  for  little 
packets  of  medicines,  -wrapped  in  a  quantity  of  printed  matter, 
and  druggists'  customers  are  always  asking  for  somefihing  to 
replace  these  goods,  wlhioh  were  imported  from  Germany. 
Foreign  soap  and  scent  sell  very  well,  a.nd  there  is  a  large 
demand  for  them.  Inquiries  concerning  the  above  should  be' 
addressed  to  the  Department  of  Commercial  Intelligence,  73, 
Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  2. 

personm7"items7 

Mr.  R.  S.  Ramsay,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ciarden<len,  has 
been  re-elected  a  director  of  the  Cardenden  Gas  Company,  Ltd. 

Mr.  David  Leadbetter,  chemist  and  druggist.  Main  Street, 
LoohgeWy,  has  been  elected  a  director  of  the  Loohgelly  Gas 
Company,  Ltd. 

Miss  Ella  Caird,  past  student  of  the  School  of  P^harmacy,  who 
has  just  passed  the  Intermediate  Examination  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  is  a  Pereixa  Medallist  and  a  iR-edrwood  Sciholar. 

Mr.  J.  Allen  Shaw,  dental  surgeon,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  A.  Shaw, 
pharmacist,  Green  Lane,  Stoneycroft,  Liverpool,  has  been 
granted  a  dental  commission,  after  serving  fifteen  months  as  a 
gunner  in  the  R.F.A. 

Corporal  W.  Honeyman,  F.I.C.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
the  Royal  Engineers,  a  former  Bell  Scholar,  has  been  granted 
the  B.Sc.  (Honorary  War)  degree  for  External  Students  by 
the  University  of  London. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Baines,  past  student  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
has  passed  the  Intermediate  Examination  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry.  He  was  Burroughs  Scholar  in  1916,  and  was 
recently  appointed  Ransom  Research  Fellow. 

Bro.  G.  C.  Maynard,  chemist,  of  Wymondham,  was  in- 
vested P.P.  Senior  Grand  Warden  at  the  meeting  of  tie  Nor- 
folk Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  held  at  Norwich 
on  July  19.  Bro.  Maynard  is  a  past  president  of  the  Norwich 
and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Mr.  John  A.  Shearer,  of  the  Scottish  representative  staff  of 
The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  London,  who  joined  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  returned  from 
ths  front  early  this  year,  has  been  gazetted  Second-Lieutenant 
after  spending  some  months  at  an  O.T.C.  at  Oxford.  Lieut. 
Shearer  is  the  son  of  the  late  John  Siiearer,  Esq.,  J. P.,  bank 
agent,  Frazerbnrgh. 

Professor  Henry  Louis,  M.A.,  D.Sc.,  A.R.S.M.,  F.I.C., 
F.G.S.,  M.M.S.,  the  new  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  Professor  of  Mining  since  1896,  and  William  Coch- 
rane Lecturer  on  Metallurgy,  Armstrong  College,  University  of 
Durham,  was  educated  at  the  City  of  London  School,  and 
studied  subsequently  with  distinction  at  the  Royal  .School  of 
Mines.  Before  settling  in  Newcastle,  Professor  Louis  had  an 
almost  cosmopolitan  professional  experience  in  iron  and  steel 
works  in  Nova  Scotia,  Swansea,  and  near  Edinburgh,  and  in 
gold  mining  in  South  America  and  West  Africa,  and  in  gold 
and  diamona  mining  in  South  Africa  and  the  Transvaal.  Pro- 
fessor Louis,  who  is  still  young,  as  age  counts  in  the  scientific 
world,  is  the  author  of  many  standard  technical  works  and 
translations,  including  an  authoritative  '  Handbook  of  Gold 
Mining.' 


BIRTHS. 

Davies.— On  July  19,  at  the  Pharmacy,  Clydach-on-Tawe,  the 
wife  of  Henry  R.  Davies,  M.P.S. — a  son. 

Dickson. — On  July  23,  at  Uphall,  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Dickson, 
pharmacist — a  daughter. 

Ledingham. — On  July  10,  at  24,  Chattan  Place,  Aberdeen, 
the  wife  of  McAllan  Ledingham — a  daughter. 

Taylor. — On  July  18,  at  A8,  Hamilton  Street,  Saltcoats,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Marson  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist — a  son. 

Hewerdine.— On  July  20.  at  17,  St.  Edward  Street,  Leek, 
Staffs,  to  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Walter  H.  Hewerdine,  M.P.S. —a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Howell — Rayson. — On  June  28,  at  Wesley  Chapel,  Notting- 
ham, by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Trounson,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  C.  F. 
Hunter,  B.A.,  ©harles  Albert  Howell,  to  Edith,  sixth  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Rayson,  M.P.S.,  280,  Alfred  Street 
Central,  Nottingham. 

Jenkin — Savage. — On  Julv  5,  at  All  Saints'  Church,  Tuckftfg- 
mill,  Camborne,  Baldwin  Hr.Ienkin,  M.P.S.,  The  Central  Phar- 
macy, Camborne,  to  Ethel,  younger  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Andrew  Savage,  Caergwrle,  N.  Wales,  and  Mrs.  Savaire, 
Roskear  School,  Camborne. 


DEATHS. 

Birkeland.— On  June  18,  at  Tokyo,  Professor  O.  Kristian  B. 
Birkeland,  of  Christiania.  He  was  Professor  of  Physics  in  the 
University  of  Christiania,  and  was  elected  an  Honorary  Cor- 
responding Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  in  1909.  He  was 
probably  oest  known  as  the  co-inventor,  with  Mr.  Sam  Eyde. 
of  the  Birkeland-Eyde  direct  process  for  the  manufacture  of 
calcium  nitrate  by  the  extraction  of  nitrogen  from  the 
atmosphere. 

Dickson.— On  July  15,  at  101,  Oxford  Drive,  North  Kelvin- 
side,  Margaret  McLaren,  wife  of  Robert  Dickson,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Ellis. — On  July  21,  William  Brewster  Ellis,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  69,  Denmark  Street,  Bedford.    Aged  76. 

George  Laing. — Managing  partner  of  Farie  and  Co.,  dhemists. 
Bridge  of  Allen.  Mr.  Laing,  who  died  suddenly  on  July  21,  was 
a  Banffshire  man,  born  at  Aberluce.  After  passing  the  Minor 
Examination  in  1883,  he  spent  some  years  with  Grafctan 
and  Co.,  Belfast.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  Farie  he  came  to 
Bridge  of  Allan  aJbout  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  unmarried, 
of  a  retiring  na''.ure,  a  typical  'Scotch  chemist,  not  afraid  of 
hard  work,  and  did  not  take  part  in  public  life. 

Mclver. — ^At  Newlands  of  Urchany,  Cawdor,  N.B.,  John 
Mclver,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Mclver  went  out  to  China 
some  thirty  years  ago,  and  was  with  Messrs.  Mcictavish  and 
Lehmann,  Ltd.,  for  several  years.  He  was  afterwards  with 
Fletcher  and  Co.,  Hongkong,  returned  home  a  few  years 
since,  and  had  been  an  invalid  for  some  time.  He  was  well 
known  to  many  of  the  old  China  hands  of  twenty-five  years 
ago.  by  whom  he  was  much  respected  for  his  genial  manner 
and  bright  disposition.  He  was  generous  to  a  degree,  and  was 
always  willing  to  befriend  and  encourage  the  new  arrival  from 
home. 

Thomson. — On  July  13,  at  Crossbill  Pharmacy,  Lochore,  after 
a  short  illness,  George  Thomson,  aged  33.  Mr.  Thomson 
leaves  a  widow  and  four  young  children.  He  was  in  business 
in  Lochore  for  eight  years,  and  had  built  up  a  prosperou.s 
business.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Garron,  Keith 
This  is  the  first  loss  by  death  in  the  membership  of  the  Fifeshire 
Association,  which  was  instituted  in  1909.  A  wreath  was  sent 
by  the  local  chemists.  Messrs.  Arnott,  Leadbetter,  Watters. 
Barclay,  and  Yule  represented  the  Association  at  tnc  fu.ieral, 
which  was  largely  attended  by  the  general  public. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Second-Lieutenant  R.  P.  BIyth,  of  the  Argyll  and  Sutherland 
Highlanders — who  has  been  killed  in  a  recent  engagement  on 
French  soil — -was  a  son  of  Mr.  John  Biyth,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Charlotte  Street,  Edinburgh.  He  joined  the  fighting  forces  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  war.  and  was  gazetted  in  October,  1915. 
He  had  been  through  some  of  the  biggest  engagements. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
Is  Tincture  of  Myrrh  a  Stimulant  Tonic  ? 

Whac  are  the  properties  of  tincture  of  myrrh  ?  The  following 
desoripticm.  seems  to  throw  some  new  light  on  the  subject.  The 
stock  label  of  a  firm  of  cash  chemists  reads  thus:  Tincture 
of  myrrh.  (Medicinal  properties.  A  stimulant  topic.  Dose, 
half  a'teaspoonful  to  a  teaspoonful  in  milk  or  on  sugar."  {Bottle 
and  label  enclosed.)  An  old  lady  was  given  a  two-ounce  bottle 
of  this  by  a  friend'  as  a  cure  for  giddiness,  stomach  trouble,  and 
chronic  constipation.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  results  were 
anything  but  happy.  „    .r,  ^ 

Newport,  I.W.,  July  23,  1917.  D.  F.  Ritchie. 

[The  B.P.  Codex  describes  myrrh  as  internally  a  carminative 
mild  expectorant — during  excretion — diaphoretic,  and  diuretic, 
The  U.S.  Dispensatory,  19th  edition,  designates  it  as  ''  a 
ttimulani  tonic,  with  some  tendency  to  the  lungs,  and  perhaips 
to  the  uterus.  It  is  also  employed  as  a  tonic  in  dyspepsia. 
Pereira,  Materia  Medica,  4  ed.,  Vol.  II.,  Part  II.,  states:— 
"  In  small  or  moderate  doses  myrrh  promotes  the  appetite, 
creates  an  agreeable  warmth  in  the  stomach,  and  occasions 
slight  constipation.  ...  In  large  doses  (as  from  half  a 
drachm  to  a  drachm)  the  tincture  excites  a  disagreeable  sensa- 
tion of  heat  in  the  stomach,  and  in  irritable  conditions  of  this 
Toscus  may  bring  on  a  slight  inflammatory  state."  Myrrh  is 
now  seldom  given  intemafly,  save  in  comibination,  is  in  the 
official  preparations  into  which  it  enters. — Editob.] 

Tlie  Sale  and  Supplying  of  Narcotics  or  Stimulants 
to  Men  Serving  with  the  Colours. 

I  have  been  requested  by  the  Blackpool  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee to  draw  the  attention  of  those  chemists  in  His  Majesty's 
Forces,  through  the  publicity  of  your  correspondence  columns, 
to  the  obligations  imposed  upon  chemists  in  business  by  Regula- 
tions 40  ana  40b  of  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act.  These 
Regulations  impose  onerous  responsibilities  upon  chemists  in 
business,  and  I  ask  in  all  deference  that  those  members  of  our 
craft  who  for  the  time  being  are  in  any  branch  of  the  Forces 
should  exercise  a  little  forbearance  and  consideration  in  their 
demands  for  substances  enumerated  in  the  Schedule  of  Regula- 
tion 40,  and  that  they  should  not  look  upon  a  refusal  to  supply 
as  an  unfriendly  a>ct,  but  rather  as  a  patriotic  action  in  carrying 
out  regulations  which  ihave  been  made  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 

D.  .J.  Bailey,  Hon.  Sec. 
Blackpool  Pharmaceutical  Committee, 

Blackpool,  July  23,  1917. 
[See  editorial  article  on  p.  37.] 

Venereal  Disease  Act. 

With  reference  to  your  note  following  my  letter  in  the 
P.J.  of  July  21,  I  fail  to  see  that  I  have  misunderstood  Mr. 
Clarke's  letter.  My  statement  was  that  it  is  questionable 
whether  or  not  it  will  be  practicable  or  profitable  for  these 
medical  supplies  to  be  obtained  through  the  regulated  channels 
of  pharmacy,  and  whether  the  authorities  can  adhere  to  the 
principle  laid  down  under  the  Insurance  Act.  Under  this  Act 
the  medical  man  prescribes,  the  pharmacist  dispenses,  and  the 
patient  takes  the  medicine  himself  at  home.  The  treatment  of 
this  disease  will  be  carried  out  under  quite  a  different  system, 
based  upon  modern  scientific  research.  Again,  supplies  of 
salvarsan  and  its  substitutes  will  be  made  free  of  charge  to 
medical  practitioners  who  are  approved  to  treat  (vide  P.J., 
•July  20,  p.  32).  These  reasons  together  make  it  doubtful 
whether  it  will  be  practicable  or  profitable  for  the  pharmacist 
to  take  his  place  in  the  system.  One  course  open  would  be, 
perhaps,  for  the  pharmacist  to  equip  himself  in  this  branch  of 
bacteriology,  whereby  he  can  assist  the  medical  practitioner  in 
the  treatment. 

July  23,  1917.  "  Business  Peabmacist  "  (212/11). 

t'.  The  referftnce  in  the  footnote  to  "  Baiiness  Pharmacist's  letter  of 
Jnly  9  is  to  the  passage  in  Mr.  Clarke's  letter.  "  Phannaciets'  just 
grievance  with  the  Veoereal  Disease  Act  is  that  it  has  departed  from  the 
principle  previonsly  accepted,  and  operative  in  the  Insurance  Act,  that  of 
the  supply  of  medicinea  throufjh  the  properly  regulated  channels  of 
pharmacy,"  whereas  "BuHiness  Pharmacist"  criticises  him  for  being 
"a  little  wide  of  the'mark  "  in  statins  that  the  supply  of  medicines  under 
the  above  Act  may  be  obtained  "through  the  regular  channels  of 
pharmacy  "  which  is  precisely  the  opposite  of  what  Mr  Clarke  did  say. 
The  f|aeition  of  the  practicability  of  distribution  of  venereal  remedies, 
such  as  salvarsan,  through  practising  pharmacists,  is  quite  another  issue 
apon  which  our  correspondent  is  entitled  to  his  own  opinion. — Editor.] 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  read  the  criticism  provoked  by  my 
earlier  letter  on  this  subjort.   ind  to  riri<l  that  but  little  of  that 


criticism  was  adverse.  Those  who  expressed  views  not  in  accord 
with  mine  rather  quibbled  at  methods,  and  it  is  quibbling  at 
procedure  that  kills  progress  of  all  kinds.  Unfortunately,  as 
a  body  of  traders,  we  are  more  or  less  identified  with  quackery. 
Harmless  quackery  may  be  dealt  in  for  profit — perhaps  I  should 
say  mu-it  be — if  we  are  out  for  all  the  returns  we  can  obtain ; 
but  harmful  quackery  is  sinful,  inasmuch  as  we  are  lending  our 
fair  names  and  qualifications,  sordidly,  iji  a  pretence  that  results 
may  accrue,  wliich  cannot.  All  I  ask  is  that  now  these  horrible 
diseases  absorb  the  attention  of  scientists,  with  the  sole  idea  of 
eradicating  them,  we,  as  a  progressive  body  of  men  (lind  gentle- 
men), do  our  best  to  aid  the  State,  even  though  that  aid 
necessitate  a  big  effort  of  self-denial. 

Streatham,  July  24,  1917.  C.  Beeese. 


Protosperm,  Sporophore,  Seed. 

As  a  teaching  botanist,  engaged  in  guiding  students  through 
a  welter  of  technical  terms  to  some  knowledge  of  and  interest  in 
plant  life,  I  strongly  object  to  Mr.  Fielding's  proposed  addition 
to  the  already  unnecessarily  intricate  nomenclature  of  the  sub- 
ject. Sporophore  is  a  term  rarely  used,  and  meaning  very  little, 
while  the  somewhat  similar  term,  sporangiophore,  does  not 
apply  to  a  "  modified  branch."  If  one  calls  a  spade  a  spade 
there  is  very  little  need  for  additions,  and  many  opportunities 
for  subtractions,  from  the  cumbersome  mass  of  terms  of  the 
nineteenth  century  botanists.  In  addition,  I  would  point  out 
that  the  absence  of  the  embryo  in  Lyginodendron  is  a  negative 
character,  and  that  the  embryo  may  yet  be  found.  Even  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  seeds  are  known,  such  as  those 
of  the  orchids,  in  which  no  embryo  is  present,  and  in 
Lyginodendron  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  immature  seed  fell 
and  was  fossilised  in  the  interval  between  pollination  and  fer- 
tilisation, which  in  some  species  of  oak  is  as  long  as  eleven 
months. 

London,  N.W.,  July  24,  1917.  Jambs  Small. 


Ontology. 


Is  Mr.  J.  J.  Brown's  letter  an  attempt  to  confirm  the  theoi-y 
of  the  "  Transmigration  of  Souls"  enunciated  by  Gautama,  or 
to  define  "soul-substance"?  If  the  latter,  has  he  any  opinions 
as  to  "  when  "  and  "  where  "  it  was  formed,  and  at  what  period 
of  evolution  the  "highest  order  of  mammals"  became  its 
terrestrial  habitat? 
Cowes,  I.W.,  July  24,  1917.  H.  J.  Sadleb. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Brown's  metaphysics  are  faulty,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  they  gain  anything  by  being  put  into  verse.  He  exalts  time 
and  space  to  the  rank  of  "  beings,"  whereas  they  are,  according 
to  the  best  accredited  systems  of  metaphysics,  merely  modes  of 
thought.  We  do  not  and  cannot  know  space  as  a  whole ;  time 
we  know  but  as  succession.  We  cannot  think  of  anything  as 
existing  out  of  space,  or  as  happening  out  of  time.  Abstractly 
they  are  but  mental  conceptions;  we  perceive  them  only  as 
"  movement  and  form,"  wihioh  do  not,  as  Mr.  Brown  appwurently 
thinks,  derive  from  them  as  if  they  were  antecedent  entities,  but 
are  the  phenomena  from  which  we  form  the  notion  of  space  and 
time.  As  to  the  "  mystic  force  "  which  Mr.  Brown  calls  "  essence," 
it  is  only  our  old  friend  the  "  life-force."  Spencer  defines  life 
as  "  the  power  of  continuous  adjustment  of  internaJ  relations 
to  external  relations,"  but  this  definition  has  been  improved  upon. 
Life,  says  Professor  Watson,  may  be  defined  as  "  the  principle 
by  which  a  being  main1;ains  its  individuality  by  a  continuous 
adaptation  to  external  conditions."  Life,  as  thus  defined,  we  can 
kmow  in  living  organisms  only :  of  the  force — essence,  or  what- 
not— in  which  they  originate,  we  know  no  more  than  they  can 
t,ell  us.  And  since  these  are  among  the  "  finite  things  "  which 
"  end  and  begin,"  they  cannot  tell  us  much.  They  assure  us 
that  within  the  range  of  our  observation  it,  as  Mr.  Brown  says, 
persists ;  and  just  as  we  infer  space  and  time  from  form  and 
movement,  so  do  we  infer  from  its  persistence  an  infinite  exist- 
ence for  it.  But  Emily  Bronte  put  all  this — though  .she  may 
not  have  arrived  at  it  by  the  same  route — much  better  than  Mr. 
Brown  a  good  many  years  ago : — 

Though  earth  and  man  were  gone. 

And  suns  and  universes  ceased  to  'be. 
And  Thou  were  left  alone. 

Every  existence  would  exist  in  Thee. 
There  is  not  room  for  Death, 

Nor  atom  that  his  might  could  render  void :  . 
Thou — Thou  art  Being  and  Breath, 

And  what  Thou  art  may  never  be  destroyVI. 
July  23,  1917.  "  Cheistophobos"  (212/6). 
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The  Crimea  and  Mesopotamia. 

According  to  the  threadbare  formula,  "  History  repeats 
itself,"  but  this  is  only  one  of  those  half-truths  by  means  of 
which  we  disguise  our  ignorance.  History  never  exactly  repeats 
itself,  but  there  are  historical  parallels,  and  in  terms  of  the 
cryptic  cosmology  of  that  metrical  mystagogue,  "  J.  J.  Brown," 
as  time  and  space  are  entities,  we  can  lay  lines  through  them, 
which  are  not  identical  with  all  the  lines  of  the  infinite  past, 
but  run  side  by  side  on  the  same  plane  with  them.  And  now 
for  the  "  applications  "  of  these  abstract  principles.  In  Sir  Edward 
Cook's  "  Dclane  of  the  Timf^s '  1  find  the  following  passage 
with  reference  to  Delane's  visit  to  the  Crimea  during  the  war : — 
"  The  absence  of  medical  stores,  which  was  deplorable  before 
I  left,  is  at  last  explained.  They  had  all  been  sent  to  Varna, 
while  the  sick  and  wounded  were  sent  to  Constantinople.  This 
latter  bureaucratic  blunder  has  cost  at  least  500  lives,  but  the 
Government,  which  denied  that  there  was  any  want  of  stores, 
will  now,  of  course,  maintain  that  it  was  in  pursuance  of  a  wise 
and  far-seeing  policy  that  the  medicines  and  the  sick,  the  lint 
and  the  wounded,  were  kept  300  miles  apart  "  (p.  81).  It  was 
Florence  Nightingale  who  proved  to  be  the  dca  cx  machina  to 
evolve  order  and  efficiency  out  of  the  chaos  and  horror,  of 
which  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  has  recently  related  a  shocking  per- 
sonal experience ;  but  judged  by  the  ghastly  details  of  the 
medical  breakdown  in  Mesopotamia,  Governmental  and  adminis- 
trative methods  are  still  in  some  respects  akin  to  those  of  the 
Crimean  type.  And  it  will  be  a  wonder  if  even  this  war  iea;ls 
to  any  permanent  improvement  in  War  Office  policy.  I  entirely 
agree  with  "  Cede  Deo  "  (P.J.,  July  14,  p.  23)  in  believing 
that  if  only  there  were  a  properly-organised  Army  Pharmacy 
Service  there  would  be  less  risk  of  such  a  pharmaceutical 
collapse  as  that  which  overtook  the  Mesopotamian  Expeditionary 
Force. 

July  23,  1917.  "  Lictor  "  (212/51). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Cantharides  and  Lead  Hair  Lotion  (A.  T.  H.— 212/10).— The 
answer  to  your  first  query  is  yes,  to  the  second  no. 

Plant  Specimen  (M.  G.— 212/7).— The  Curator  informs  us  that 
your  plant  is  Honktnya  peploides,  or  Arcnaria  peploides. 

Specimen  of  Fruit  (F.  A.  S.— 211/19).— The  Curator  informs 
us  that  the  fruit  is  Priiniis  ccrasifcra  cherry,  or  myrobalan  plum. 

Proprietary  Cocaine  iPreparation  (A.  E.— 212/20).— iSo  far  as 
we  can  gath-er,  you  appear  to  have  complied  with  the  Order. 

Gas  Helmet  (W.  R.  N.— 211/39).— We  regret  we  are  unable 
to  make  any  detiiiite  statements  as  to  what  is  used  in  these  head 
coverings. 

Book  on  Fitting  of  Trusses  (L.  T.— 211/36).— '  Application  of 
Trussea  to  'Hernia,'  by  John  Wood,  F.R.C.S.  .(illustrated), 
(Matthews  Brothers,  Is.). 

Exemption  (J.  J.  T.— 212/17).— We  think  you  should  follow 
the  advice  given  iby  Mr.  D.  Maclean,  M.P.,'  and  pmblished  in 
the  Journal  of  July  7,  page  1. 

Saccharin  (A.  M.— 211/37).— The  word  is  not  a  trade  mark. 
As  to  the  contents  of  the  sugar  tablets,  this  is  a  question  which 
you  Sihould  put  to  the  manufacturers. 

Notice  to  Leave  (H.  A.  E.— 211/46).— A  month's  notice  is 
customary  in  the  trade.  If  both  parties  agree  to  terminate 
engagement  earlier,  it  would  be  perfectly  correct. 

By-Products  of  Coal  (J.  O.  H.— 212/9).— Tlie  best  book  for 
your  purpose  is  Lunge's  '  Coal  Tar  and  Ammonia'  (Gurney  and 
Jackson).  The  published  price  of  this  (the  16th  edition)  is  63s. 
The  work  is  in  the  Society's  Library. 

Income-Tax  (C.  N.— 211/41).— The  local  tax  collector  will  give 
you  the  necessary  information  for  claiming  deduction,  or  you 
could  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Income-Tax  Reclamation  Asso- 
ciation, Ltd.,  62,  Queen  Street,  London,  E.C.  4. 

Lung  Tonic,  P.J.F.  10,503  (L.  T.— 211/36).— The  foi-mula 
appears  Jn  the  P.J.F.,  under  the  heading  of  "Chest  and  Lung 
Balsam,"  as  follows: — Linseed.  2  oz. ;  extract  of  liquorice,  4  oz. ; 
oil  of  anise,  2  fl.  drs.  ;  oxymel  of  squill,  6  pints;  syrup  of  tolu, 
2  pints;  tincture  of  capsicum,  1  fl.  oz. ;  treacle.  5  pints;  distilled 
water,  4  pints. 

Strychnine-Iodide  Mixture  (J.  H.  H.— 212/4).-;^Thc  amount  of 
strychnine  present  in  your  mixture  is  very  small,  and  probably 
there  would  be  little  danger  in  dispensing  the  mixture.  It  is  a 
doubtful  case,  and  it  might  be  worth  your  while  to  make  a 
trial  lot,  and  set  it  aside  for  a  day  or  two  for  examination  as 
to  the  possible  development  of  crystallisation.  You  took  the 
right  course  in  communicating  with  the  prescriber. 

"  Bipp  "  (S  H.  and  S. — 212/1). — Tlie  preparation  you  have  in 
mind  is,  as  you  surmise,  a  bismuth,  iodoform,  and  paraffin 


paste,  tlio  initial  letters  of  these  words  making  the  word  "  bipp.  ' 
The  formula  is:— Bismuth  subnitrate,  1  oz. ;  iodoform,  2  oz. ; 
liquid  paraffin,  q.s.  to  make  a  thick  paste.  If  you  require  any 
fiirtiher  particulars,  see  the  P.J.  of  May  5  last,  page  400. 

Cheap  Lime  Cream  (A.  D.  F —2li/40).— Shake  abnond  oil, 
li  lb.,  with  solution  of  potash,  1  (1.  oz.,  then  add,  gradually,  disr 
tilled  water,  4  fl.  oz.,  shaking  after  each  addition ;  next  add 
solution  of  potash,  2  fl.  dr.s.,  shake  well,  and  finally  add  oil  of 
lemon,  2  fl.  drs.,  and  again  shake  thoroughly.  We  are  glad  to 
hoar  that  you  receive  your  Journal  regularly  and  that  it  keeps 
you  in  touch  with  pharmacy  while  soldiering. 

AVorms  in  Furniture  (L.  K.  C— 211/45).— As  the  woodwork  in 
question  has  a  high  polish,  you  may  liave  some  difficulty  in 
applying  an  effective  reniody.  We  are  unable  to  give  you  full 
particulars  as  to  how  to  proceed,  owing  to  severe  restrictions  in 
the  matter  of  space,  and,  therefore,  we  refer  you  to  the 
'  Chemist's  Annual,  1916,'  page  53,  imder  the  iieading  of 
"  Insects  in  Furniture,"  where  you  will  find  the  necessary 
information 

Botanical  Specimens  (A.  MoK. — 211/36). — The  Curator  identi- 
fies your  specimens  as  follows: — CEnanthe  fistulosa;  Mairicarin 
chamomilla;  Senecio,  probably  S.  aquaticus;  Sagittaria  sagiti- 
folia ;  Sporangium  species,  material  too  imperfect  to  name : 
iFvcm  canaliculatus,  L.,  now  Selvctia  caniculata.  The  black 
caterpillar  with  yellow  rays  belongs  to  the  common  scarlet  moth. 
Your  specimens  are  really  too  incomplete  for  identification ; 
the  leaves  should  always  accompany  them. 

Modified  Dakin's  Solution  (S.  H.  and  S.— 212/1).— There  are 
several  modifications  of  this  preparation.  The  following  is  one  : 
— Chlorinated  lime,  "  200  Gins. ;  dried  sodium  carbonate, 
100  Gms. ;  sodium  bicarbonate,  89  Gms.  Place  the  chlorinated 
lime  witJi  5  litres  of  water  in  a  12-ilitre  flask,  shake  well  several 
times,  and  set  aside  over  night.  Dissolve  the  sodium  salts  in 
5  litres  of  cold  water ;  add  this  solution  quickly  to  the  chlori- 
nated lime  mixture;  shake  well  for  a  minute,  and  allow  the 
pi-ecipitated  calcium  carbonate  to  settle.  After  half  an  hour 
siphon  <iff  the  clear  liquor,  and  fdter  through  paner. 

Dry  Shampoo  Liquid  (J.  F.— 210/24).— The  addition  of  a  small 
proportion  of  soft  soap  to  the  formula  you  are  using  might 
improve  it;  or  one  of  the  following  might  serve  as  a  basis  for 
you  to  work  upon: — (1)  Powdered  Castile  eoap,  60  grains;  pow- 
dered borax,  60  grains;  alcohol  (90  per  cent.),  8  fl.  oz.  ;  distilled 
water,  3  fl.  oz.  Digest  the  solids  in  the  mixed  liquids  for  a  few 
days,  then  add  1  fl.  oz.  of  solution  of  ammonia.  (2)  Strong  solu- 
tion of  ammonia^,  1  fl.  oz. ;  eau  de  Cologne.  2  fl.  oz. ;  tincture  of 
quillaia  (1  in  20),  20  fl.  oz.  The  tincture  of  quillaia  may  be 
made  with  industrial  spirit,  but  permission  to  do  so  must  be 
obtained  from  the  Excise  authorities.  A  quarter  of  an  ounce  of 
good  soft  soap  may  be  added  ii  desired.  For  the  perfume,  some 
of  the  alcohol  might  be  replaced  by  a  good  violet  essence.  Or 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  a  mixture,  such  as  the  following,  may 
be  added  : — Terpineol,  20;  linalool,  5  ;  oil  of  ylang  ylang,  2.  This 
will  give  a  good  lilac  odour.  A  green  tint  may  be  given  with 
chlorophyll  or  a  suitable  aniline  green. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (160/31). — 
Actual  makers? 

"  Henna-Glinta  "  Shampoo  Powders  (160,'32). — ^MaJcers? 

Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

Euresol  pro  Capillis  (160/28).— AVhere  obtainable? 

"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (160/30). — 
Where  obtainable? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SUNDAY,  July  29. 

^  /\  United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists). — 

/ 1\  .jr  )\  10  a.m.  Company  Parade  Headquarters  for  Drill, Bomb- 
/  I        ing,  Musketry,  Physical  and  Bayonet  Tiyaining.  Uni- 

V  ^^>v^   form.    Drill  Order.    Rifles  " ith  Side  arms.  '  '  -/?  " 

Tuesday,  .July  31.  —  Officers    and  N.C.O.'s  Class 
6^€Iv7l>^  8.45  p.m. 

Wednesday,  August  1.— No.  2  Platoon  parade  Head- 
quarters (or  drill  at  3  p.m. 
Thursday,  August  2.— Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons  parade  Headquarters  for 
Drill  at  3  p.m.    Uniform  to  be  worn  on  all  parades  where  possible. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  1. 
Pfaarmacentfcal  Society  of  Qreat  Britaia.— Meeting  of  Council  at 
11  a.m. 

South-West  London  Pharmacists'  Assorlatinn  will  entertain  about 
120  wounded  soldiera  at  "  Tlie  Firs,"  Clarence  Koad,  Clapham  Park,  S.W., 
from  3  to  7  p.m.  Membersand  friends  will  be  welcomed.  Tea  will  be 
obtainable  in  the  grounds  at  is.  6d.  each. 


Ol)e  jp^armaceutical  3oumal 
anb  'pl)annacl5t 


No.  2807.    Vol.  99  (4th  Series  Vol.  45).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

Largest  Guaranteed  Circulation 

among  Registered  Chemists  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it 
also  circulates  widely  In  Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India,  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  The  regular  weekly  circulation  closely 
approximates  to  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGEAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOR:  CENTRAL  13415.  EDITOR:  "PHARMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers:  " Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR- S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS, 


Pharmacy  and  the  Public  Services. 

The  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  {riile  uifra,  p.  54)  has  com- 
missioned Mr  Horbert  Skinner  (member  of  Council)  to  collect 
data  on  the  subject  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Public  Senioes,  and 
he  invites  the  co-operation  of  all  pharmacii-ts  engaged  in  the 
Army,  Navy,  Poor  Law,  and  Voliuitary  Institutions,  in 
assembling  the  material  in  this  connection,  for  collection  and 
early  publication  in  pamphlet  form,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
club.  All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Skinner 
at  16,  Priory  Gardens,  London,  N.  6. 

Medical  Examination  (E.xempted  Men). 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  26,  in  reply  to  a  question, 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  stated  that  all  the  condi- 
tions relative  to  this  class  remained  in  force,  as  explained  in 
the  Army  Council  Instruction  197  is.sued  on  February  1,  1917, 
under  which  an  attested  or  group  man  is  dealt  with  on  the 
same  footing  as  an  unattested  or  class  man.    The  following  is 
the  text  of  the  relevant  paragraph  of  the  instruction,  which  wo 
summarised  in  the  Journal  at  the  time  of  its  publication:  — 
1.  It  has  come  to  notice  that  some  misapprehension  exists 
as  to  the  scope  and  effect  of  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regula- 
tion 45  C  (printed  overleaf),  the  terms  of  which  should  be 
carefully  studied,  and  it  is  to  bo  noted  that  power  is  given 
to  examine  only  the  following  classes  of  persons  :^ — 

(i.)  Per.son9  who  hold,  or  in  respect  of  whom  an  applica- 
tion has  been  made  for,  a  certificate  of  exeniption 
whether  they  are  group  or  class  men;  and 
(ii.)  Persons  who,  having  held  a  certificate  of  exemption 
ere  not  for  the  time  being  liable  to  be  called  up ; 
;ind  these  persons  cannot  be  required  to  be  examined  if  they 
iiave  already  been  examined  by  a  medical  board  and  duly 
f  l.-i-»sified. 

Supply  of  Cocaine  to  Unrej^istered  Dentists. 
Extension  of  Concession. 

The  Home  Secretary  gives  notice  that  the  permission  granted 
to  persons  bona  fiih  engaged  on  July  28,  1916,  in  practising 
dentistry,  but  not  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  to 
purchase  preparations  containing  not  more  than  1  per  cent,  of 
cocaine,  for  use  solely  aa  local  anasthetics  in  connection  with 
dental  work,  hag  been  extended  until  further  notice. 


[London,  Saturday  August  4,  1917. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


PHARMACISTS   IN  THE   U.S.  ARMY. 

The  great  American  Republic — thanks  largely'  to  the  im- 
niuuity  it  has  enjoyed  from  the  taboos  of  precedent  and 
convention — is  so  expansively  and  effectively  progressive  on 
many  sides  that  one  would  naturally  expect  to  find  that  in 
the  U.S.  Army  the  pharmaceutical  organisation  and  service  , 
are  much  in  advance  of  ours.  That  this  is  far  from  being 
so,  however,  is  evident  from  a  recent  correspondence  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Amejican  Mudical  Associaiion,  the  official 
organ  of  that  influential  body.  Writing  in  the  issue  for 
July  16,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  England,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Phar- 
inareutical  Association,  says  : — "  The  weakest  link  of  the 
Army  is  its  system  of  pharmaceutic  service.  This  is  exceed- 
ingly unsatisfactory,  because  it  is  hopelessly  antiquated.  We 
have  no  pharmaceutic  corps,  pharmacists  being  compelled  to 
enlist  as  privates,  without  any  provision  for  commissioned 
work,  as  in  dental  and  veterinary  corps.  .  .  .  The  present 
system  is  unfair  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  because  it 
denies  to  that  body  the  assistance  and  support  that  a  trained 
pharmaceutic  corps  could  give  "  in  respect,  as  Mr.  England 
indicates,  of  such  necessary  functions  as  supervision  and  dis- 
tribution of  medical  stores,  the  adequate  and  competent  dis- 
pensing of  drugs,  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  food,  water,  milk,  excrements,  and  other  material. 
X-ray  work,  anaesthesia,  bandaging,  and  sanitation.  He 
estimates  that  approximately  there  are  150,000  pharmacists 
in  the  United  States,  from  which  an  ample  supply  of  skilled 
pharmacists  could  be  drawn,  but  the  conditions  of  pharma- 
ceutical service  in  the  Army  will  have  to  be  radically  changed 
before  they  can  do  their  best  work.  In  an  editorial  article 
in  the  same  issue,  headed  "Justice  to  the  Pharmacist,"  jvhich 
cordially  endorses  the  case  for  reform  as  put  by  Mr.  England, 
the  writer  animadverts  upon  the  fact  that  in  the  U.S. 
Army  "  the  pharmacist  as  a  pharmacist  is  utterly  ignored. 
If  he  enlists  he  does  so  as  a  private.  So  far  as  official 
recognition  is  concerned,  the  science  and  art  of  pharmacy 
might  not  exist  for  the  Army,"  and  he  proceeds  to  point 
out  that  if  only  the  pharmacist  is  given  his  proper  place 
and  work,  "  it  will  materially  lighten  the  arduous  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  physician  to  have  in  the  Army 
trained  pharmacists  who  will  be  able  to  give  inielligent  co- 
operation. But  it  is  imposing  too  great  a  strain  on  the 
patriotism  of  those  whose  special  knowledge  is  obviously  a 
large  asset  to  the  Army  to  expect  them  to  enlist  as  privates 
without  any  recognition  of  their  national  worth.  Pharma- 
cists should  be  given  a  rank  commensurate  with  their  im- 
portance, first  because  it  is  but  simple  justice  to  the  pharma- 
cists themselves;  secondly,  because  the  usefulness  of  the 
medical  corps  will  be  greatly  augmented;  and,  lastly,  and 
most  important,  because  the  efficiency  of  our  Army  demands 
it."    We  infer  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Frederick  J.  Wulling, 
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President  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  in 
the  issue  of  the  above  journal  for  June  23,  that  his  Associa- 
tion is  initiating  a  movement  to  secure  the  formation  of  an 
Army  Pharmacy  Corps,  with  concomitant  recognition  and 
commissioned  rank  for  military  pharmacists.  We  cordially 
wish  our  Transatlantic  brethren  all  success  in  their  under- 
taking, although  they  will  probably  discover,  as  we  have 
already  done  here,  that  in  war-time  such  an  agitation  must 
be  carried  on  under  many  disadvantages,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  preoccupation  of  the  military  authorities  with 
the  immediate  urgent  work  of  the  war.  In  response  to  an 
application  for  information  and  advice  from  our  esteemed 
contemporary,  the  Journal  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Asxoriation,  we  have  forwarded  some  account  of  the  hitherto 
abortive  negotiations  with  the  War  Office  in  this  country 
for  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  British  Army,  and 
as  a  model  which,  mutatis  mutandis,  might  serve  as  a  basis 
for  the  organisation  of  a  pharmaceutical  corps  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  we  have  recommended  the  well-devised  provisional 
scheme  which  Surgeon-General  George  J.  H.  Evatt,  C.B. 
(retired),  propounded  in  the  Journal  in  1906  (see  Fourth 
Series,  vol.  23,  pp.  408,  570),  which  substantially  represents 
the  view  and  policy  of  the  Council  on  the  subject. 


OFFICIAL  WITHDRAWAL  OF  PREPARATIONS  CON- 
TAINING GLYCERIN  AND  SUGAR  FROM  THE 
PHARMACOPCEIA. 

In  his  Presidential  Address  to  the  General  Medical  Council 
at  the  meeting  last  May,  Sir  Donald  MacAlister  intimated 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  glycerin  and  sugar  and 
the  increasing  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  supply  of  official 
preparations  containing  these  substances,  the  Council  might 
think  it  expedient  to  empower  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee, 
which  was  awaiting  definite  information  on  these  matters 
from  the  Government  Departments,  to  act  officially  on  its 
behalf  in  regard  to  the  question  should  the  necessity  arise. 
This  power  has  now  been  exercised,  and  the  practical  out- 
come of  it  is  embodied  in  the  notice  published  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  July  27,  whereby  the  preparations  in  the  schedule 
appended  to  the  notice  are  withdrawn  until  further  notice 
from  the  '  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1914 '  (_vide  ut  infra, 
p.  54).  We  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
Government  Departments  with  which  the  British  Medical 
Council  'conferred  in  deciding  upon  the  withdrawal  from  the 
Pharmacopoeia  of  the  scheduled  preparations ;  but  if  com- 
petent pharmaceutical  advice  and  assistance  had  been  sought 
and  given,  it  would  probably  have  had  the  effect  of  securing 
modification  rather  than  withdrawal  of  the  preparations  in 
question  as  the  simpler  and  less  inconvenient  course.  As 
regards  such  tinctures  as  Cardamom.  Co.  and  Rhei  Co.,  the 
quantity  of  glycerin  is  practically  negligible,  and  might  be 
omitted  without  detriment  to  stability  or  medicinal  activity, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  d  fortiori  to  Decoct.  Aloes  Co. 
and  Mist.  Sennae  Comp.,  in  which  the  percentage  of 
glycerin  is  in  the  region  of  the  principle  of  De  minimis  non 
curat  lex.  It  is  possible  that  the  General  Medical  Council 
may  have  been  deterred  from  this  alternative  by  some  legal 
or  technical  punctilio.  But  these  are  not  times  for  in- 
dulgence in  such  finessing,  which  only  adds  to  burdens  that 
are  already  almost  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  The  legal  bear- 
ing of  the  situation  created  by  the  action  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  is  a  complicated  and  may  prove  a  vexatious 
one.  The  withdrawal  of  the  scheduled  preparations  from  the 
current  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  places  them  exactly  in 


the  same  category  as  the  preparations  contained  in  the  edition 
of  1898,  which  were  omitted  from  that  of  1914 — that  is  to 
say,  in  any  prosecution  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
for  the  sale  of  these  omitted  or  withdrawn  preparations,  the 
Pharmacopoeia  cannot  be  cited  as  a  "  presumptive  standard." 
But  this  does  not  mean  that  if  a  prescriber  orders,  or  a 
customer  demands,  one  of  these  preparations,  e.g.,  Com- 
pound Liquorice  Powder,  under  its  former  Pharmacopoeial 
name,  the  vendor  is  free  to  supply  a  preparation  that 
does  not  conform  in  composition  oi^  otherwise  with  the 
ex-official  or  a  commercial  standard.  It  may  or  may 
.not  be  a  good  defence  to  maintain  that  the  com- 
modity actually  supplied  was  substantially  of  the  nature, 
substance,  and  quality  demanded,  and  that  it  was  not  sold 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  customer.  But  the  onus  of  proof, 
which  is  a  negative  one,  rests  on  the  vendor,  and  is  difficult 
to  establish.  It  is  always  possible  that,  having  regard  to 
the  exceptional  conditions  due  to  the  war,  and  the  emer- 
gency nature  of  measures  such  as  the  one  under  consideration, 
allowance  may  be  made  for  these  circumstances  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  but  we  have  no 
xight  to  rely  iipon  indulgence  in  this  quarter.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  Council  report  (p.  50J,  it  has  been  decided  that 
overtures  shall  be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
,eniipha«ise  the  need  for  .<!ome  discrimination  and  forbearance 
.in  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  But  if 
the  pharmacist  is  to  study  "  safety  first,"  his  duty  is  to 
make  it  clear  to  the  customer  who  calls  for  any  of  the  with- 
drawn preparations  under  its  Pharmacopoeial  name,  unless 
he  can  supply  the  ex-official  commodity,  that  what  he  is 
prepared  to  offer  is  an  alternative  preparation.  Strictly 
speaking,  as  from  the  date  of  the  London  Gazette  notice, 
or  as  soon  as  they  learn  of  it,  medical  men  should  dis- 
continue to  prescribe  the  withdrawn  preparations.  But  he 
is  indeed  a  visionar'y  who  would  expect  this  miracle. 
Henceforward,  whenever  the  pharmacist  receives  a  prescrip- 
tion for  any  of  the  .scheduled  preparations  which  he  is 
unable  to  supply,  he  must  protect  himself  bj'  communicating 
with  the  prescriber,  and  obtain  his  leave  to  omit  the  par- 
ticular preparation  or  the  glycerin  or  sugar  in  it.  We  are 
fully  alive  to  the  cumbrousness  and  other  drawbacks  of  this 
procedure,  and  also  to  the  more  serious  and  exasperating 
difficulties  which  are  certain  to  arise  from  the  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  dispensing,  which  is  inevitable  if  the  withdrawn 
preparations  continue  to  be  prescribed,  <x,  in  the  case  of 
"  repeats,"  if  at  one  pharmacy  where  there  is  still  a  stock  of 
the  quondam  official  preparation  this  is  used,  while  in 
another,  with  the  sanction  of  the  prescriber,  an  alternative 
preparation  is  employed.  It  is  to  obviate  these  anomalies, 
and  to  relieve  the  practising  pharmacist  from  possible 
liability  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  that  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  commissioned  the  Codex 
•Sub-Committee,  which  ha«  already  had  the  subject  well  in 
hand,  to  compile  a  list  of  preparations,  wherever  these 
are  practicable,  alternative  to  those  withdrawn  by  the 
General  Medical  Council.  It  is  proposed  to  publish  this 
list  as  a  Supplement  to  the  Codex,  and  to  take  measures 
by  giving  the  new  Supplement  the  widest  publicity  through 
Insurance  Service  channels  and  among  medical  men  to  secure 
its  general  adoption.  There  seems  to  be  no  sound  reason 
why  the  General  Medical  Council  should  not  itself  have 
authorised  such  modified  or  alternative  formulee,  but  for 
some  inscrutable  official  scruple  it  declines  to  do  so,  and  the 
expedient  devised  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  seems  to 
be  the  next  best  plan.  • 
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MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


A MEETING  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  August  1,  Mr. 
Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  in  the  chair. 

Present :  — 'Messrs.  Campkin,  Cuff,  Currie,  Deakin, 
W.  H.  Gibson,  Gifford,  Guthrie,  Hagon,  Hines,  Jenkin,  Keall, 
^eathercoat,  Parry,  Rowsell,  Sargeant,  Skinner,  and  "ioung. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  July  4  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

Absentees. 

Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were  received  from  Messi's. 
JF.  E.  Bilson  and  F.  J.  Gibson. 

Maximum  Retail  Price  of  Sulphate  of  Copper. 

Mr.  Casipkix,  who  explained  that  he  had  to  leave  early  for 
-another  pressing  engagement,  was  given  permission  to  present 
his  report  on  the  inquiry,  which,  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 
'i©  had  entered  into  with  Sir  Richard  Winfrey.  The  report 
st/bmitted  by  Mr.  Campkin  to  Sir  Richard  Winfrey  included 
the  statement  of  the  case  for  provincial  and  other  phar- 
macists doing  a  retail  business  in  1  lb  or  small  quan- 
tities of  sulphate  of  copper,  ari  inquiry  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  present  maximum  retail  price,  and  two  letters 
from  Sir  Richard  Winfrey,  the  first  of  which  reaffirmed,  for 
reasons  given,  the  non-possumus  attitude  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
<Hilture  in  the  matter ;  while  the  second  intimated  that  the 
arrangement  for  the  regulation  of  the  retail  price  expired  as 
from  July  31,  and  that  thereafter  8d.  per  lb.  would  be  con- 
sidered a  reasohajble  price. 

Mr.  Caupkis^,  commenting  upon  his  report,  expressed  the 
iope  that  it  had  cleared  away  uncertainty  in  the  ;natter,  and 
that  pharmacists  in  rural  districts  would  now  feel  that  some- 
-thing  definite  had  been  done  on  their  account.  He  dfisired  to 
record  his  great  personal  indebtedness  to  Sir  Richard  W'nfrey, 
who  had  evidently  taken  great  pains  in  the  matter,  aiul  who, 
as  representing  an  agricultural  constituency,  was  the  very 
man  to  deal  with  it,  for  his  marked  courtesy  and  kindness. 

After  several  members  of  Council  had  offered  congratula- 
tions to  Mr.  Campkin  on  the  upshot  of  the  correspondence. 

The  President,  having  described  the  result  as  eminently 
satisfactory,  formally  conveyed  to  Mr.  Campkin  the  thanks 
of  the  Council  for  his  services  in  the  matter. 

Questions. 

Mr.  Deakin  :  Do  you  consider  the  time  opportune,  and  is  it 
expedient,  that  a  Public  Policy  Committee  representative  of  all 
sections  of  pharmacy  should  be  appointed  by  the  Council  to  speak 
as  occasion  arise — and  as  a  whole — to  any  Government  Depart- 
ment, to  ParUamont,  and  the  Public? 

The  President:  This  is  a  matter  which  might  very  properly 
engage  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  which,  it  may  be  re- 
called, is  an  elected  body  representative  of  all  sections  of 
pharmacy.  The  setting  up  of  another  body  with  specific  powers 
o!  negotiation  might  eventually  have  the  effect  of  weakening 
the  influence  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Skixneh:  Has  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  Society 
been  called  to  the  distribution  by  public  and  semi-public  bodies 
of  such  articles  as  infants'  foods,  etc.,  and  what  action— if  any — 
has  been  taken?  Also,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
collect  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  distribution  of  such  articles 
of  commerce  in  the  form  of  subsidies  by  various  bodies  in  so  far 
as  they  encroach  on  legitimate  pharmaceutical  business,  and  circu- 
late the  same  information  when  gathered  to  members  of  the 
Council. 

The  President  :  The  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  Society 
has  not  been  called  to  the  distribution  of  infants'  foods  by  public 
or  semi-public  Bodies.  The  Council  thinks  it  advisable  that  this 
suggestion  should  be  carried  out.  It  can  be  done  through  the 
Local  Associations.  Perhaps  Mr.  Skinner  would  raise  the  ques- 
"tion  at  the  close  of  the  public  business,  and  it  can  be  dealt  with 
at  once. 

Election  of  Members. 

Fifteen  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for  the 
current  year  were  elected  members  of  the  Society  (vide  Appen- 
dix, A,  p.  53). 

Election  of  Student-Associates. 

Thirteen  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for  the 
current  year  vf-r'-.  t  ]<f(r<']  student-associates  of  the  Society  {vide 
Appendix,  B). 


Restorations  'to  the  Society. 

A  large  number  of  persons  wei:o  restored  to  the  Society  on 
payment  of  the  current  year's  subscription. 

Restoration  to  the  Register. 

One  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  (vide  Appendix,  C). 

Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  iSECRETABY  reported  that  thirty-two  persons  had  been 
registered  as  apprentices  or  students  since  the  previous  Council 
meeting  (vide  Appendix,  D). 

Correspondence. 

The  following  communications  were  received,  and  referred 
where  necessary  to  the  appropriate  Committees:  — 

1.  From  the  Cumberland  Pharmaceutical  Committee  forward- 
ing a  resolution  respecting  the  status  of  pharmacists  m  the 
Army.  i  •  ■ 

This  and  the  following  resolutions  on  the  same  subject  are 
being  dealt  with  by  the  deputation  to  Sir  Alfred  Keogh,  on 
August  2.  •    1  V 

2.  From  the  East  Anglia  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations forwarding  a  resolution  respecting  the  status  of  phar- 
macists in  the  Army.  ,  •  i. 

3.  From  the  Northumberland  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
urging  the  Society  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  pharmacists  in 
regard  to  dispensing  under  the  Venereal  Disease  Act. 

4.  From  the  County  of  Essex  Association  urging  the  question 
of  commissions  for  pharmacists  in  the  Army  as  one  of  the 
leading  matters  requiring  readjustment  at  the  present  moment 

5  From  the  County  of  Essex  Association  expressing  regret 
that  the  Council  has  not  taken  up  the  question  of  the  supply 
of  sulphate  of  copper  through  retail  chemists,  but  has  delegated 
the  duty  of  approaching  the  Department  concerned  to  an  in- 
dividual member  of  the  Council  in  his  private  capacity. 

This  was  dealt  with  in  Mr.  Campkin's  report  (vide  ut  supra). 

6.  From  the  West  Ham  Association  urging  the  Council  to 
press  forward  the  matter  of  obtaining  commissions  for  phar- 
macists in  the  Army,  that  being  the  most  important  question 
before  the  leaders  of  pharmacy.  .  . 

7  From  the  North-East  Lancashire  Association  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendation  by  the  British  Fire  Preventive 
Committee  of  "  Burnol "  for  the  paraffin  treatment  of  bua-ns. 
This  was  referred  to  the  Local  Associations  Executive. 

Venereal  Disease  Act. 

iMr.  Deakin,  referring  to  the  resolution  from  the  Nortliam- 
berland  Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  this  subject,  supposed 
it  would  be  understood  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  applied 
only  in  the  preeoribed  areas. 

iMr.  Jenkin  suggested  that  it  should  be  explained  to  phar- 
macists exactly  what  was  meant  by  "  prescribed  srea.'  A 
statement  ought  to  be  published  specifying  these  areas. 

iMr.  Sabgeant  reminded  the  previous  speaker  that  this  had 
ajlready  been  done  in  the  Journal.  v  u- 

iMr.  Pabrt  mentioned  that  in  some  oases  local  authorities 
were  inviting  the  advice  and  help  of  pharmacists  in  the  forma- 
tion of  schemes.  Could  the  Council  or  its  officers  give  mem- 
bers instruction  as  to  the  line  to  be  taken  in  safeguarding  the 
interests  of  pharmacists?  .  .  . 

The  President  suggested  tha*  any  pharmaois*  desiring 
guidance  should  apply  to  the  Memiber  of  Council  in  his 
district  or  to  headquarters.  In  the  meantime  the  Editor  of  the 
Journal  might  see  that  further  publicity  was  given  :n  its 
columns  in  respect  of  the  sulbjects  named. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  Teeasueeb,  in  moving  that  the  report  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee  (vide  Appendix,  E)  be  received 
and  adopted,  pointed  out  that,  as  usually  happened  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  they  had  to  provide  in  advance  for  two 
months  instead  of  one.  The  balances  to  the  credit  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Orphan  Funds  were  all  ample,  and,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  accountants'  report  for  the  quarter  ending 
June,  the  accounts  had  been  admirably  kept  for  the  whole 
period. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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Beaevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Speaking  on  the  motion  that  the  report  and  lecommendpations 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  ( vide  Appendix,  F)  be 
received  and  adopted  and  th<i  grants  made,  Mr.  Parey,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Bilsort,  gratefully  acknowledged  the  following 


Special  Contributions.  £    s.  d. 

Warwickshire  Pharmaceutical  Association   2   2  0 

Torquay  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association    2   2  0 

Birkenhead,   Wallasey,  and  Wirral  Association  of 

Pharmacists,  amount  in  collecting  box    1  16  0 

Peterborough JPharmacists'  Association  1    1  0 

Ditto,  collected  at  a  meeting  of    0  11  0 

Halifax  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  amount 

in  collecting  box    0  17  6 


and  added  that  in  reading  the  report  he  was  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  the  Association  collecting  boxes  were  beginning  steadily 
to  bring  in  revenue.  Mr.  Bremridge  had  now  established  a 
unique  and  splendid  record  by  raising  the  total  of  the  amount 
collected  by  him  in  round  figures  to  £1,000.  As  this  went  into 
the  Donation  Fund,  the  intei'est  only  from  it  was  available,  but 
this  was  a  welcome  addition  to  their  resources.  They  would 
notice  that  one  of  the  grants  was  to  a  pharmacist  wounded  sol- 
dier, who  was  discharged  on  an  allowance  of  14s.  a  week.  And 
there  might  be  many  similar  cases  in  future.  In  other  two  cases 
the  grants  were  made  to  non-members  or  relatives  of  non- 
members  of  the  Society,  a  circumstance  which  illustrated  the 
catholicity  of  the  fund.    The  report  was  adopted. 

SrPPLEMENTAET  RePOBT  OF  Mr.  BeEMEIDGE. 

Deae  Me.  Bilson, — I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I  have  received  the  following 
donations  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  as  a  result  of  my  canvass 
and  of  the  subsequent  publication  of  the  list  of  donations 
three  weeks  ago.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  note  that  my 
collection  now  amounts  to  a  thousand  pounds. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Bilson, 

Yours  sincerely, 

RiCHAED  BeEMEIDGE. 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

£  s.  d. 

Barclay  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  London    5  5  0 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  and  Co..  London    105  0  0 

Bush,  W.  J.,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  London    26  5  0 

Cox,  Arthur  H.,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton    5  5  0 

Morson,  Thos. .  and  Son,  Ltd.,  London    15  15  0 

Woodward.  W.,  Ltd..  London    5  5  0 


£162  15  0 

Amount  previously  reported    837  18  0 


Total   £1,000  13  0 


Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  (vide 
Appendix,  G),  felt  sure  that  they  must  all  regret  the  cause 
■which  had  led  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bowles,  and,  on  their 
behalf,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  soon  be  restored 
to  health.  He  was  glad  to  report  that  the  course  of  lectures 
in  micro  biology  had  proved  an  unqualified  success.  Between 
130  and  140  students  were  enrolled,  and  the  attendance  aver- 
aged over  100.  The  arrangements  for  the  installation  of  the 
laboratory  were  well  forward,  but  tli<?y  were  not  yet  in  a  posi- 
tion to  submit  a  proposal  for  the  practical  instruction  scheme, 
which  must  be  carefully  adjusted,  as  they  were  anxious  not  to 
trench  on  the  medical  side  of  the  science.  The  subject  would 
come  up  for  consideration  at  the  October  Meeting  of  Council, 
so  that  the  course  could  be  opened  in  due  season.  As  the  re- 
sult of  the  conference  with  the  Board  of  Education  which  he 
attended  on  their  behalf,  it  had  been  decided  to  appoint  sec- 
tional Committees  *o  confer  with  groups  of  allied  interests,  and 
he  conceived  that  he  had  interpreted  their  view  in  advocating 
the  simplification  and  systematisation  of  the  whole  system  of 
entrance  examinations  on  the  principle  of  uniformity.  It  was 
of  the  oitmost  importance  that  the  Society  should  keep  in  close 
contact  with  the  Board  of  Education,  if  only  to  ensure  that  that 
body  could  meet  them  in  arranging  for  general  education  after  the 
age  of  sixteen.  It  would  be  a  source  of  lively  pratification  to 
pharmacists  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison  had  consented 
to  deliver  the  Inaugural  Sessional  Address  to  the  School  of 
Pharmacy.  In  view  of  the  current  discussion  on  the  position 
of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  he  was  very  aptly  qualified  for  the 
occasion,  because  ho  could  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of 
what  pharmacy  could  do  for  a  man  in  the  Army.    As.  regards 


the  Potrie  Trust,  which  made  provision  under  certain  conditions 
for  the  education  of  Scottish  students  in  Gordon's  College,  Aber- 
deen, it  was  only  right  and  proper  that  they  should  consult 
the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association  as  to  Va.&  formula- 
tion of  the  requisite  regulations. 

The  report  vvas  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  passed. 

Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Peesident,  in  moving  that  the  report  be  received  and 
adopted,  remarked  that  fortunately  it  had  been  practicable  to 
arrange  a  deputation  to  Sir  Alfred  Keogh  on  the  subject  of 
the  position  of  pbarmacists  in  the  Army,  a  report  of  wbich' 
would  be  duly  presented.  The  Council  fully  understood  what 
they  were  endeavouring  to  attain,  aaid  they  would  use  every 
effort  to  secure,  satisfaction.  With  reference  to  the  proposal 
in  Lord  Derby's  letter  as  to  the  new  appointment  for  Mr. 
Woolcook,  if  they  acceded  to  that  proposal  he  would  like  to 
make  it  clear  in  what  precise  way  they  planned  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Society.  (Mr.  Woolcock  would  still  lie  avaU- 
aible  for  consultations  at  any  time  with  any  of  the  heads  of  the 
Society's  department*  as  heretofore,  Mr.  Chater  would  be 
responsible  for  the  general  administrative  work  of  the  office, 
Mr.  Moon  for  the  legal  business,  and  Mr.  Mallinson  for  the 
National]]  Health  Insurance  work  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Checking  Bureiau  and  the  organisation  work  as  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Aesociaitions  Executive  Committee.  As  regards  the 
sugar  supply,  everything  material  on  the  subject  had  aLrendy 
been  published,  and  they  would  recommend  pharmacists 
throughout  the  oourutry  to  get  into  touch  with  local  autho- 
rities under  the  new  scheme  of  distribution.  The  withdrawal, 
toy  authority  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  of  preparations 
containing  o-Ivcerin  and  sugar  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  created 
a  difficult  situation.  They  had  taken  the  precaution,  in  antici- 
pation of  action  by  the  General  Medical  Council,_  of  setting 
the  Codex  Sub-jCommittee  to  work,  and  were  practically  ready 
witJi  a  set  of  alternative  formulae,  which,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Council,  they  proposed  to  publish  in  the  foi-m  of  a  Supple- 
ment to  the  Codex,  which  would  thus  become  a  presumptive 
standard.  In  this  way  it  might  be  possible  to  miaintain  uni- 
formity in  the  preparations  which  took  the  place  of  those 
withdrawn.  In  the  meantime  they  would  communicate  vfith 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  point  out  the  need  for  some 
relaxation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  in  viefw  of  the  special 
circumstances. 

Mr.  RowsELL  suggested  that  a  request,  should  be  made  to 
the  Food  Controller  to  issue  a  circular  letter  to  Loca,l  Com- 
mittees entrusted  with  the  distribution  of  sugar,  directing 
them  to  give  consideration  to  the  special  needs  of  pharmacists. 

After  some  discussion,  taken  part  in  by  Messrs.  Skinnee 
and  Pahht,  the  PEESiDErrr  expressed  approval  of  Mr.  Row- 
sell's  stiiggestion,  and  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

iMr.  Pahet  begged  to  offer  hearty  congratulations  to  the 
Secretary  on  his  preferment  at  the  War  Office,  where  he  w'as 
demonstrably  the"  right  man  in  the  right  place,  which  was 
more  than  could  be  .said  for  all  Government  appointments. 

The  report  was  put,  paragraT)h  by  paragraph,  and  passed. 


Examinations. 

Candidates. 


England  and  Wales.. 

Kxamined. 

Pasted. 

Failed. 

Major  . 

5 

3 

2 

Minor  . 

50 

30 

20 

Minor  . 

29 

16 

13 

84 

49 

35 

Diplomas  to  Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

The  following  wore  granted  diplomas  : — 

Campbell,  Isabella  |  Charhock,  Elsii  Mav 

Spabling,  Ellen  Emma. 

The  Herbarium  Competition. 

The  Secbetart  read  a  report  from  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  on  the 
three  herbaria  sent  in  for  competition.  AH  three  jiossessed 
merits  enxitling  the  competitors  to  recognition,  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  made  by  Mr.  Holmc-s,  the 
Council  authorised  the  following  awards:  — 

Silver  Medai. — Kathleen  Harrison. 
"'~ .    Bronze  Medal.— Harry  Spencer. 

Certificate  of  Honour.- Doris  May  Moss. 
The  Council  passed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Holmes 
for  his  services  in  connection  with  the  adjudication. 

Presentation  of  Silver  Cradle  to  the  Vice-President. 

The  Pbesidknt  announced  that  there  was  one  item  not  on 
the  Agenda  with  which  he  had  to  deal  before  the  close  of  the 
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|)ubiic  business.  The  occasion  was  rather  an  exceptional  one. 
The  wife  of  the  Vice-President  had  presented  him  with  a  son. 
It  was  the  first-born,  but  he  hoped  the  earnest  and  forerunner 
of  many  more,  because  in  these  times  the  man-child  was  an 
•«ven  greater  asset  than  hitherto.  He  knew  that  the  Council 
agreed  with  him  that  such  an  event  and  advent  could  not  be 
aUowed  to  pass  without  conveying  to  the  Vice-President  their 
warmest  congratulations,  coupled  with  sincere  wishes  for  the 
prosperity  and  long  life  of  the  son  and  the  speedy  recovery  of 
the  mother.  They  would  learn  with  satisfaction  that  both  were 
doing  well,  and  the  outlook  was  entirely  favourable.  He  had 
pleasure  in  asking  Mr.  Neathercoat's  acceptance  of  a  silver 
«radle  as  a  pledge  and  token  of  the  good  wishes  of  the  Council 
ajid  as  a  memento  of  this  happy  event  which  he  and  his 
family  oould  cherish,  and  he  asked  him  also  to  convey  to  Mrs. 
Neathercoat  the  cordial  expression  of  the  Council's  warm  re- 
gards and  best  wishes. 

The  Vice-President,  in  thanking  the  Council  for  their  hand- 
flome,  gracious,  and  totally  unexpected  gift,  assured  them  that 
he  did  so  very  heartily  indeed.  He  also  thanked  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  very  friendly  terms  in  which  he  had 
made  the  presentation.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  his 
wife  and  son  were  now  doing  well.  He  was  going  to  vi,<;it 
them  in  the  nursing  home  that  afternoon,  and  would  have  the 
felicity  of  taking  with  him  the  presentation  cradle,  and  so 
griving  his  wife  a  delightful  surprise  and  unbounded  gratifica- 
tion. Furthermore,  as  soon  as  his  new-born  son  was  old  enough 
to  understand  things — and  already  he  detected  remarkable 
signs  of  intelligence  in  him — it  would  be  his  privilege  to  show 
him  the  cradle  and  relate  to  him  the  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
sentation. He  took  that  opportunity  of  making  in  public  a 
general  acknowledgment  of  the  many  messages  of  congratula- 
tion that  had  reached  him  from  colleagues  on  the  Council, 
officers  of  the  Society,  and  pharmacists  throughout  the  country. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORTS   AND    LISTS    REFERRED   TO    IN  THE 
PROCEEDINGS    OF  COUNCIL. 


A.— Election  of  Members. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  members  of  the  Society  :  — 

Newcombe,  Vera;  MidcJlesbrough 
Senior,  Helen  C;  Eastbourne 
Smith,  Arthur  Lponard  ;  Coventry 
Watson,  Edith  SherrifE ;  Portobello 
Williams,  Rachel  Enid  ;  Nevvcastle- 

on-Tyne 
Wilson,  William  ;  Edinbureh 
Winch,  Hope  Con.  M.;  Northallerton 


Blakeley,  William  A.;  Swindon 
Davits, Thomas  Benj. ;  Caerphilly 
Gibson,  Joshua;  Manchester 
Hancock,  Percival  M.;  Glitsgow 
Kennedy,  Alexander  A.;  Bromley 
McLaren,  .John ;  Sunderland 
Matthew,  -John  Lawson ;  Leeds 
Melhuisb,  Barradale  W,;  London 


B.— Election  of  Student-Associates. 


elected  student -associates  of  the 

I  Kenyon,  Harold  ;  Carleton 
Ladd,  Benjamin  ;  St.  Dogmaels 
Pritchett,  George  A.;  Birmingham 
Smithies,  Mary ;  Southampton 
Swaine,  Arthur  Edward;  Blackpool 
Watkins,  Arthur  John;  Newport 

.;  Walthamstow 


The  following  persons  were 
.Society  :  — 

Bingham,  Harold  W.;  Derby 
Brockwell,  Hubert  A.;  Maidstone 
Freadman,  Harold ;  Pontycymmer 
Hermon,  Reginald ;  Bridlington 
■lames,  Robert  D.;  Carmarthen 
Kenny,  Edgar ;  Glasgow 

Wells,  Ernest  O 

C— Restoration  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  following  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  :  — 

Adcock,  David ;  "  Rohars,"  Graham  Road,  Hendon,  London,  N.W. 

D.— Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  following  have  been  registered:  — 

Kenyon,  Harold  ;  Carleton 
Ladd,  Benjamin  ;  St.  Dogmaels 
Laing,  Helen  Hunter:  Kirkcaldy 
McAllister,  Mary  C.  M.,  Glasgow 
Morris,  John ;  Preston 
Morrison,  Jesiie ;  Lossiemouth 
Pritchett,  George  A.;  Birmingham 
I'ursey,  Gladys  A.;  Richmond 
Roberts,  Bronwen;  Llandudno 
Sadler,  Bertha  Doris;  Birmingham 
Scott,  Joseph  B.,  Birkenhead 
Sirri,  Moustafa ;  Cairo 
Smithies,  Mary;  Southampton 
Sproat,  Hugh  A.;  Glasgow 
Ventham,  Sidney  G.;  Southampton 
Wasdell,  Sallie;  Old  Hill 


Bingham,  Harold  W.;  Derby 
Brighnrst,  Jessie  M.;  Margate 
Brockwell,  Hubert  A.;  Maidstone 
Budgen,  Norman  F.;  Birmingham 
Edwarda,  Frank  E.  B. ;  Midsomer 

Norton 
Evans,  Wilfred  M.;  Cardiff 
Praser,  Jean  Kennedy;  Glasgow 
Fregdman,  Harold ;  Portycymrner 
Gant,  Alice  M.;  Claphain 
Slever,  Catberin*;  St.  Helens 
Hall,  Edward;  Wigan 
Harris,  Alfred  f^dwin  ;  Birmingham 
Harris,  William  John  ;  Cardiff 
Jackson,  Francis  Joseph  ;  Pnlwood 
James,  Robart  David  :  Carmarthen 


Watkins,  Arthur  John  ;  Newport 


E. — Report  •!  Finance  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  31,  1917. 
Mr.  VV.  H.  Gibson  in  the  Chair. 
Present: — ^Messrs.  tJuthrie,  Harrington,  Hines,  and  KealL 

The  Secretary  submitted  the  following  financial  statement:  — 

General  Fund  :—  J    i.  d. 

Balanc*  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting   90  18  0 

Receipts  since  the  last  meeting: — 

Penalties  and  Costs   £120  9  6 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Publications   ..     48   3  8 

Dividend  and  Interest   66   0  7 

Subscriptions    83   9  6 

Registration  Fees   39  18  0 

Restoration  Pees   ..  110 

Certificates  of  Qualification   5   0  0 

'  The  Chemist's  Annual '   31    1  10 

School  and  Lecture  Fees    4   4  0 

Rent  and  Fire  Insurance    195   3  0 

Ground  Rent    103   2  6 

Loan  from  Benevolent  Fund   400  0  0 

  1,097  13  7 

£1,188  11  7 

Payments  ordered  at  the  lait  meeting   1,054  12  8 

Balance   ^133  18  11 

Benevolent  Fund  (Current  Aooount):—  £   i.  d' 

Balance  at  the  last  Committae  Meeting   847  12  6 

Received  since  the  last  meeting — 

Sabsoriptions    £13  10  6 

Rent  and  ground  rents       . .       . .      148  11   4  • 
Dividends  and  Interest     . .      . .       11   2  5 

  173  ♦  3 

1,020  16  9 

Payments  during  the  month  ordered 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council    119  0  0 

Balance   £901  16  9 

Benevolent  Fdnd  (Donation  Aecoant): — 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Donations  received  sinca  the  last  Meeting  . . 


Balance 


Orphan  Fund  : — 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Subscriptions  received  since  the  last  Meeting 


£804    3  1 

£    s.  d. 

£106   3  3 
10  15  0 

£116  18  3 


The  .payment  of  certain  accounts  amounting  to  £2,623  was 
authorised. 

F.— Report  of  Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Tiie>:(hiy,  July  31,  1917. 
Mr.  Pahrt  in  the  chair. 
Present— Messrs.  W.  H.  Gibson,  Jenkin,  and  Keall. 
The  report  of  this  Committee  included  the  recommendation 
of  grants  to  the  amount  of  £164  in  the  following  cases:— 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  51.  Kilburn. 
Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  and  subscriber 
to  the  Fund.    72.    Fulham.    Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  member  and  subscriber  to  the  Fund.  54. 
Brixton. 

Registered  chemist  and  druggist  and  subscriber  to  the 
Fund.    85.   Liverpool.    Had  previous  grants. 

Registered  chemist  and  druggist.    33.  Scarborough. 

Registered  chemist  and  druggist  and  subscriber  to  the 
Fund.    60.    Crowborough.    Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  and  subscriber 
to  the  Fund.    42.    Stamford.    Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  member  and  subscriber  to  the  Fund.  79. 
Barking.    Had  previous  grants^ 

G.— Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  31,  1917. 
The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Present :— Messrs.  Hagon,  Parry,  Skinner,  and  Young. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
1.  The   school   staff    attended    and    reported.      The  Dean 
directed  attention  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  W.  Bowles,  announc- 
ing that  his  state  of  health  would  not  allow  him  to  take  up 
the  po.'iition  of  Demonstrator  in  October  next,  and  asking  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  resign  from  the  position. 

The  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret,  and  it  was  left  to 
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the  Picsidont  and  School  Staff  to  make  arrangements  to  obtain 
ftie  requisite  assistance  in  the  Chenlical  Laboratory  for  the 
ensuing  Session. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Scliool  Staff,  Mr.  B.  W.  Mel- 
buiah,  last  year's  Bell  Scholaa-,  was  granted  permission  to  take 
the  Advanced  Course  in  October. 

2.  The  Piresident  announced  that  he  was  unable  at  the  present 
time  to  give  particulars  of  the  syllabus  for  the  proposeti 
Practical  Course  in  Micro-biology,  but  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  submit  f uU  particulars  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
and  Council  ,in'  October. 

3.  A  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Society  was  read  suggest- 
mg  the  establishment  of  a  post-graduate  course  in  ferments, 
secretions,  hormones,  and  similar  bodies,  and  expressing  his 
satisfaction  with  the  lectures  in  Bacteriology  which  had  just 
concluded.  The  Committee,  after  discussion,  concluded  that 
It  was  not  at  the  present  time  practicable  to  entertain  the 
auggestion  made. 

c^:J^^^  President  reported  that  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
ot  the  Committee  he  had  attended  a  meeting  at  the  Board  of 
l!-duoation  on  July  24,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  discussin- 
the  setting  up  of  an  advisory  body  representative  of  the  pro- 
fessional callings,  to  aid  the  Board  of  Education  in  dealiNg 
with  pl-«liminary  educational  certificates  and  allied  matters. 

ihe  suggestion  was  that  a  permanent  committee  of  the 
Board  ot  Jlduoation  should  be  set  up,  upon  which  there  should 
rnJ^t  member  representing  the  advisory  body,  but  after  dis- 
t^\f2  r  felt  that  no  one  person  could  properly  under- 

Tf  ^  represent  the  various  professional  interests  concerned, 
the  -^'vi,^'  k'^'  '"if"'',']^^  *°        Minister  of  Education  that 

^rned  ,-n  .1  particular  section  oon^ 

cerned  in  any  special  proposals  emanating  from  the  Board. 

pn«ra'  acquiescence  in  the  principle  of  making  profes- 
sional  entrance  examinations  more  uniform   was  express^ 
and  It  was  intimated  that  the  Board  wouW  take  the  view; 
meeSn/Tatron    'f      \^Tid'?-t'«"         convene  anoth^ 
mftted  '  ''^^  proposals  would  be  sub- 

CMP^^,^?^'''*"*  announced  that  Lieut.-Col.  E.  F.  Harrison 

liars  m  Jingland  and  Wales,  had  consented  in  d-iVo  fV.<^ 
inaugural  sessional  address  in  Octobe?^  ^'^^ 

Potei?TrSt?-^"'  '"^'"'"^  of  the 

PeYrlf^^'i^w'"'^/^^*^*  of  the  late  James  Jameson 
O^ber  3^9M  ''r"^^^!'  °f  Aberdeen,  who  died  on 
a         of  V  t^^,  Council  were  constituted  trustees  of 

t  fn  h.    ^''out  four  hundred  pounds,  the  income  of  wPuoh 

ciate  of  th7socifv"\^"^'''n\'^'^^^y      ^  Student 
ciate  ot  the  Society  who  shall  haA^e  completed  three  years' 

cTn^  T\'L       "  "^T^J*  drugget  in  S^e  Cit^  or 

AppHoants  must  undertake  to  attend  a  full  course  of 
pharmacy  at.  Robert  Gordon's  Technical  College  or^e 
other  repogmsed  school  of  pharmacy.  The  a^fard  of^e 
r'.TJ^     i^^i^  discretion  of  the  Council  of  t 

fh2    ^'  1]^'°^  P<^^'  to  Jnodify,  alter,  and  Var? 

namely:-  """^  consistent  with  the  obj^t«  of'the  tru^ 

"  The  encouragement  of  study  during  ajpprenticeshin  and 
:'%ZA  phtma^^J?'        successfuCTidate  ^ 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  corpus  be  invested  in 
tWt  the  Aberxlean  PharmaTeutical  Wiatiin 

ttimtis?rSii^of^re^a        '^'-^'^''^^  -^"'-^-^  f°" 

and  oSratSl-'"^  '""^"''^  "'^'^  "^^^^^""^  ^'^"^  Librarian 

Report  of  the  Librarian. 

Attendance  in  the  Library. 

London  Library.  June  ^26S '  "'^tg"'"  "^"r"'  ^Yo"^^ 

Cireulation  of  Books. 

Loadon  Libraty,  June   ^%'{-    "^^l'  '^P^^ 

EdinburghLibrary,  June  IVi       l||         i^f  ll.lt 

^  Donations  to  the  Library  in  London.  , 

ina^rf7*2?  w'^V-^'^TaV.pOo"^''^'  Internationale  de  Phar- 
macie,  17-21  Septembre,  1913,'  2  tomes.    Mr.  A.  C  Abraham 

Mlt^  '  \t.V^T\^^^  of  C  i  e  Weight  aTd 
uTa  ''TKo  *%'"*'''^'"r^'i,  Institution,  Wlshikgton, 
iLT  vL  The  Constitution  of  Matter  and  the  Evolution  of 
the   Elemems,'  by  Sir  Ernest  Rutherford,   1916;    '  lA^nJm 


«oger,  1916  ;  '  Wter  Holbr^c"GaskT(18™^^  ^ 
Langley,  1916;  'Heredity,'  by  Prof  W  Batk<,on  IQIA 
Treasury  Department,  U.^s"^' Publi  Health  SorvS  ' HVgienfc- 
I^aJboratory  Bulletin,'  Nos.  107-9,  1917.  College  of '  PrStot^ 
SunXr  ^l'9n^"''-T^^'J-'^-  ■^t'^T^  Univeiity  of  ffinT 
Snm^ri^epoS-  1915:""''"'"°"''^  ^^'*"^^' 

Donation  to  the  Library  in  Edinburgh. 
^^Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria:  'Victoria  Pharmacy  Register. 

EePOBT  Ol'  THE  CUBATOK. 

Attendance  in  the  Museum. 


June. 


Total. 
.  225 


Highest. 
19 


Lowest,  Arerage, 
3  8 


H.— Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Tuesday,  July  31,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
Present: --Messrs.  Cuff,  Currie,  Deakin,  Gifford,  Guthri«. 
Lagon,  Hines,  Jenkin,  Keall,  NcatherK> Parry,  Rowsell 
k.i'.rgeant.  Skinner,  and  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

l-  -^"^'^^"S  °"t  of  the  minutes,  it  was  announced  that  Sir  A. 
Keogh  had  consented  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the  Council 
on  Thursday,  August  2,  at  3  p.m.,  in  regard  to  the  position, 
of  pharmacists  serving  in  the  Army.  Tlie  Parliamentary  'Secre- 
tary indicated  the  line  of  policy  which  it  might  be  advisable- 
for  the  deputation  to  take,  and  the  Committee  agreed.  The 
fallowing  were  appointed  to  form  the  deputation  :— The  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  Messrs.  Jenkin,  Keall,  Skinner,  Rowsell, 
Currie,  Cuff,  and  Hines. 

2.  The  annexed  corresixjndence  was  read.  The  President 
and  the  Secretary  having  explained  what  the  proposal  from 
the  War  Department  involved  in  the  way  of  rearrangement  of 
the  administrative  duties  of  the  Society,  the  Committee,  after 
full  consideration,  recommends  that  the  request  of  Lord  Derby 
be  acceded  to  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  It  was  further  re- 
commended that  a  sum  equal  to  the  rate  of  £500  per  annum 
be  deducted  from  Mr.  Woolcock's  salary  whilst  holding  his 
paid  position  at  the  War  OflSce. 

3.  The  report  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee 
was  submitted  and  considered,  and,  after  discussion,  received 
and  adopted; 

4.  A  report  was  submitted  on  the  question  of  the  supply  of 
sugar  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.  The  Committee  recom- 
mends that  steps  be  taken  to  advi.se  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee to  get  into  touch  with  the  local  Food  Commissions  with 
a  view  to  securing  an  equitab'o  distribution  of  pharmaceutical 
sugar. 

5.  Attention  was  directed  to  an  Order  in  the  London  Gazette 
of  July  27  withdrawing  certain  official  preparations  containing 
sugar,  glycerin,  or  lard  from  the  formularies  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia (see  P.J.,  August  4,  1917).  In  this  connection  _  the 
President  referred  to  the  work  of  the  Codex  Sub-Committee 
in  formulating  a  list  of  equivalents  for  preparations  contain- 
ing sugar,  glycerin,  or  lard,  and  the  Committee  recommends 
that  a  supplement  to  the  Codex  on  the  lines  of  the  Interim  Re- 
port of  the  'Codex  Committee  be  at  once  prepared  and  made 
available  as  a  guide  for  pharmacists.  It  was  further  resolved 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  be  asked  to  advise  locaJ 
authorities  not  to  undertake  prosecutions  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  in  regard  to  the  preparations  above  alluded  to. 

6.  The  President  reported  the  substance  of  a  discussion  in 
the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  on  the  subject  of  the 
use  of  the  title  "chemist."  He  had  suggested  an  informal 
conference  between  the  Institute  and  the  Society  on  the  sub- 
ject in  the  autumn. 

CCREESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  LOED  DeBBY  AND  THE  PRESIDENT  (MR. 

E.   White)  as  to  the  Secbetart's  Appointment  at  the 
War  Office. 
War  Office  (Contracts  Department), 
Imperial  House. 

Tothill  Street, 

Westminster,  S.W. 

July  26,  1917. 

My  Dear  Sir, — For  sopne  time  past  the  War  Department 
has  had  the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  the  Secretary  of 
your  Society  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  Medical 
Stores  for  the  Army. 

The  work  which  Mr.  Woolcock  has  done  has  been  of  very 
great  v-due,  and  I  desire  to  offer  to  you  and  to  the  Council 
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of  the  Society  my  cordial  thanks  for  allowing  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  the  services  of  their  chief  executive  officer. 

The  success  with  which  Mr.  Woolcock  has  carried  out  his 
work  kas  led  to  a  proposal  that  he  should  be  given  a  post 
of  greater  responsibility  in  which  the  work  will  make 
greater  demands  upon  his  time,  and  I  accordingly  write  to 
you  to  ask  whether  you  could  arrange  to  relieve  Mr.  Wool- 
cock  of  a  still  larger  proportion  of  the  Society's  work. 

It  is  understood  that  there  are  certain  statutory  duties 
of  which  it  might  be  difficult  to  relieve  Mr.  Woolcock,  but 
I  should  be  very  grateful  if  you  could  meet  the  Department 
as  far  as  you  possibly  can  in  this  matter. 

I  may  add  that  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  to  give  Mr.  Wool- 
cock the  rank  of  an  Assistant  Director  of  Army  Contracts. 
Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  Dehbt. 

The  President, 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

17,  Bloomsburv  Square,  London,  W.C.I, 
July  27,  1917. 

Dear  Lord  Derby, — I  have  your  letter  of  July  26,  and  I 
shall  have  great  pleasure  in  conveying  to  my  Council  your 
thanks  for  their  action  in  allowing  their  chief  executive 
officer  to  be  of  service  to  your  Department. 

I  will  also  bring  before  them  your  request  that  these  ser- 
vices mav  be  placed  more  fully  at  the  disposal  of  the  War 
Office. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  War  my  Council  has  taken 
the  view  that  any  assistance  which  can  be  rendered  to 
Government  Departments  should  be  given,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  at  its  meeting  on  August  1  the  Council  will  meet 
your  wishes  in  every  possible  way. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)       Edmund  White, 
President. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Derby,  K.G., 
War  Office.  S.W.I. 

Addendum. 
Local  Associations  Executive  Committee. 
Tuesday,  July  31,  1917. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 
Present: — -Messrs.    Body,    Cuff,    Deakin,    Gifford,  Jenkin, 
Joseph,  Pickard,  Ridyard,  Rowsell,  Sargeant,  Waring,  and 
Woolcock. 

An  apology  for  absence  was  received  from  !Mr.  Goode. 

1.  The  mmutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  confirmed. 

2.  The  Vice-President  reported  on  the  arrangements  made 
for  holding  the  district  meetings,  and  for  the  informal  con- 
ferencos  to  be  held  with  members  of  Local  Associations.  These 
were  approved  by  the  Committee. 

3.  Th«  Checking  Bureau  report  was  received  and  adopted. 
The  proposa.l9  included  in  the  report  for  extending  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Bureau  by  establishing  an  inquiry  section  were 
considered  in  detail,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  carry 
these  out  with  certain  modifications  as  to  the  method  of  plac- 
ing the  scheme  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Committees. 

I.  A  letter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  re- 
garding the  evidence  given  in  the  Tariff  Investigation  Sub- 
Committee's  report.  The  Secretary  was  directed  .to  send  a 
suitable  reply. 

5.  Mt.  Pickard  raised  the  question  of  placing  the  supply  of 
all  h>ottl<33  used  for  X.H.I,  prescriptions  on  a  different  basis. 
He  wished  bottles  to  be  paid  for  by  the  patient,  and  thought 
the  deposit  system  should  be  abolished.  It  was  decided  that 
the  matter  be  referred  back  until  after  the  district  meetings 
have  taken  place. 

6.  The  question  of  a  subsistence  allowance  for  members  of 
the  E.Kecutive  who  have  to  travel  up  to  London  on  Monday 
to  be  in  time  for  meetings  of  the  L.A.E.  held  on  Tuesday  was 
raised  and  referred  back  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee. 


Brilliant  Green  as  an  Antiseptic— Capt.  C.  H.  S.  Webb 
(British  Medical  Journal.  June  30)  states  that  he  is  favourably 
imprfs-iod  with  the  good  restiltB  obtained  in  the  treatment  of 
various  foims  of  war  wounds  by  a  solution  of  brilliant  green, 
1  in  1,000,  in  normal  saline  solution,  in  respect  of  the  followmg 
points:—!^  js-  an  active  and  efficient  antiseptic,  is  non-irritant, 
acts  well  m  the  presence  of  serum,  possesses  definite  "  auxetic  " 
properties,  and  stains  dead  tissue  green,  and  thus  may  guide 
the  surgeon  as  to  what  to  excise.  As  it  is  soluble  in  "  saline," 
it  can  be  u.sed  in  conjunction  with  the  "  salt-pack,"  and.  it  can 
be  u'frd  after  the  method  of  Carrel. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


EXETER.— A  meeting  of  the  Exeter  and  District  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  was  held  on  July  27,  with  Mr.  Eric 
Lemmon  (President)  in  the  chair.  After  some  discussion  with 
regard  to  dinner-time  closing,  the  President  .suggested  a  notice 
to  the  effect  that  the  shop  was  closed  for  the  dinner  hour,  and 
any  prescriptions  placed  m  the  letter-box  would  be  attended  to 
immediately  on  reopening. — It  was  resolved  that  the  President 
and  Secretary  should  canvass  the  chemists  of  the  city  with  a 
view  to  reaching  unanimity  on  the  matter. 


GLOUCESTER.— A  meeting  of  the  Gloucester  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  on  July  25,  when  the  report  and  statement 
of  accounts  for  the  past  year  were  aiopted.  A  resolution  was 
passed  urging  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army  by 
giving  them  rank  not  lower  than  quartermaster-sergeant,  'fhe 
hon.  secretary  having  been  called  up,  Mr.  W.  A.  Gelsthorpo 
Woodman  was  elected  to  that  office.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting  the  retiring  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  A.  B.  Shewell,  was 
presented  with  a  wrist  watch,  leather  military  case,  and  two 
pipes  in  case.  The  President  (Mr.  H.  R.  Broad)  gave  expres- 
sion to  the  feeling  of  all  members  in  wishing  Mr.  Shewell 
success  in  his  new  surroundings  and  a  safe  and  speedy  return. 


HUDDERSFIELD.— A  meeting  of  tho  Huddersfield  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  July  24,  Mr.  V. 
Shaw,  President,  in  the  chair.  A  report  submitted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  the  work  done  since  tho  last 
meeting  was  approved.  The  July  Insurance  Tariff  was  criti- 
cised, more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  appliances,  and 
much  indignation  was  expressed  in  reference  to  the  recent  big 
advance  in  the  prices  of  dressings,  etc.,  without  the  prices  of 
ibandages,  gauze,  and  boric  lint  being  revised  at  all. — The 
President  gave  a  report  of  a  pleasant  ramble  in  which  about 
twenty  memJbers  of  the  Association  and  their  wives  took  part 
on  June  20.  The  party  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Mosley, 
Curator  of  the  Huddersfield  Technical  College  Natural  His- 
tory Museum,  who  described  the  notable  plant  life  of  the  dis- 
tricts visited. 

 1 

HULL. — A  meeting  of  the  Hull  Pharmacists'  Association  was 
held  on  July  24  at  the  Metropole,  West  Street,  Hull.  The  Pre- 
sident was  in  the  chair,  and  the  members  present  included 
Messrs.  G.  Haworth  Earle,  Jubb.  Hawkins,  Newton,  King,  Howe, 
Walden,  W.  Foster,  Whitelaw,  Cliff,  Tiffany,  Iddon  (secretary). 
Buck,  and  Sawyer.  The  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  for  the  year  cited  as  its  most  interesting 
item  the  slight  increase  of  the  establishment  charge  from 
0'8d.  to  l  id.  Deputations  fr«m  the  local  committee  had  waited 
upon  M.P.s  with  regard  to  heavy  discounting.  A  reference 
was  also  made  to  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  opium  and 
cocaine  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act.  The  committee 
were  happy  to  state  that  no  pharmacist  proprietor  had  been  taken 
from  his  business  by  the  military  authorities.  "  Rep.  Mist." 
was  not  yet  quite  extinct,  though  nearly  so.  The  balance-sheet 
of  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Staning,  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£1  6s.  lOd.  The  report  of  the  checker,  Mr.  Greensides,  showed 
that  the  total  amount  duo  to  the  pharmacists  on  the  Hull  panel 
for  the  quarter  ended  March  31,  1917,  was  £1,620  4s.  8d.  The 
number  of  scripts  priced  was  49.573.  After  some  discussion  the 
report  was  carried. — The  report  of  Mr.  Richardson  on  the  local 
Insurance  Committee  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Robson,  Mr. 
Richardson  being  unavoidably  absent,  and  it  was  carried,  and 
Mr.  Richardson  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks.  A  number  of 
apologies  for  absence  were,  received. 


PORTSMOUTH.— The  annua!  meetir.sr  of  the  Portsmouth 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  July  25, 
Mr.  Postlethwaite  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  having  been  confirmed,  and  various  correspondence 
dea.'t  with;  tho  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  which  showed  a 
satisfactory  balance  in  hand,  in  spite  of  extra  expenditure  in 
connection  with  charitable  objects. — The  Secretary  in  his  report 
dealt  with  the  various  details  of  the  work  of  the  Association, 
the  membership  was  still  the  same,  but  he  deplored  the  loss  of 
an  old  member  during  the  past  year.  Figures  were  given 
showing  the  financial  benefit  which  accrued  to  the  members 
through  the  efforts  of  the  trade  section.— Mr.  Bhewis  was 
elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  a  few  well- 
chosen  remarks  said  there  were  three  things  which  he  specially 
desired  :  first,  that  all  pharmacists  should  become  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  unless  the  Society  were  sup- 
ported it  co'ild  not  be  expected  to  obtain  that  recognition  tor 
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pharmacists  which  was  so  niggardly  given  in  certain  quarters. 
He  also  a/ppe^iled  to  the  members  to  support  the  ofliceis  of  the 
Association  by  attending  the  meetings  regularly. — Mr.  Sp.\iir.ow 
was  elected  Vice-President,  Mr.  Bown  Treasurer,  Mr.  Atter- 
bury  Secretary ;  auditors,  Messrs.  Eyres  and  Edgar ; 
Committee,  Messrs.  Darling,  Edgar,  Egorton,  Rogers,  Rhodes, 
Postlethwaite,  Greenhalgh,  Eyres.  A  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  officers  for  the  work  of  the  past  year, 
and  the  members  adjourned  for  tea  and  social  intercourse. 


TORQUAY.— Th©  annual  meeting  of  the  Torquay  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  July  25.  Business 
concerning  the  craft  as  a  whole,  and  also  business  for  pharma- 
cists on  the  panel  was  discussed  and  dealt  with.  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows: — President,  Mr. 
J.  Taylor,  J. P.  (re-elected) ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  Evans, 
Bovey  Tracey ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Cutmore;  Secretary,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Dunsford ;  three  members  of  Executive,  Messrs.  Swaffin, 
March,  and  Burgoyne ;  Auditor,  Mr.  Ventham. 

WARWICKSHIRE— A  meeting  of  the  Warwickshire  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  at  Leamington  on  July  18. 
Mr.  HuTiON  in  the  chair.  It  was  decided  to  send  a  donation 
of  two  guineas  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  to  the  Society  to  urge  further  efforts  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  sugar  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.  The 
reiport  of  the  l/ocal  Associations'  Executive  was  discussed  and 
approved. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN  S. 


Answers  to  Questions. 

July  26. 
Special  Flotjb. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Fell,  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  (Mr.  Clynes)  stated  that  special  flour,  when 
authorised,  is  supplied  not  by  chemists,  but  by  millers,  to  whom 
a  licence  for  a  s,peci£ied  supply  is  forwarded  ir^  every  instance. 
Sulphate  of  Ammonia. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Prothero)  informed 
Mr.  Acland  that  the  fiat  rates  fixed  by  the  late  Government  were 
used  as  the  basis  for  subsequent  negotiations  with  makers,  but 
the  altered  system  of  distribution  arranged  in  February  last 
helped  to  stimulate  the  demand,  and  during  the  four  months 
ending  May,  1917,  the  quantity  sold  for  agricultural  purposes 
was  99,875  tons,  as  compared  with  35,128  tons  in  the  same 
period  of  the  preceding  year. 

Central  and  East  Africa  :  Medical  Arrangements. 

In  answer  to  Sir  H.  Dalziel,  Mr.  MacPherson,  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  War,  stated  that  his  Department  knew  of  no 
shortage  of  equipniput  or  drugs  for  the  sick  and  wounded  in 
Central  and  East  Africa. 

The  Principles  of  a  Peace  Settlement. 

Debates  ivith  some  relation  to  peace  have  marked  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Commons  this  week.  On  Monday 
the  Pacifists  found  occasion  to  open  another  discu-^ision  on  war 
aims.  This  drew  from  Mr.  Balfour  a  very  important  speech, 
declaring  that  now,  as  in  1914,  Britain  sought  no  self-advantage 
in  the  war,  but  that  she  could  not  make  peace  save  with  a  Ger- 
many freed  by  the  German  people  or  made  powerless  by  the 
Allied  arms.  Alsace-Lorraine  must,  moreover,  be  restored.  On 
Wednesday  the  unofficial  Unionists  strongly  challenged  Mr. 
Henderson's  visit  to  Paris  with  Mr.  Macdonald  to  discuss 
arrangements  for  an  Allied  and  also  for  an  international  con- 
ference of  Socialists.  Mr.  Henderson  defended  his  action,  and 
did  not  announce  his  resignation  from  the  Government.  He 
was  followed  by  the  Premier,  who  called  for  national  unity, 
declared  that  the  Government  would  send  no  representatives 
to  an  international  peace  convention,  and  that  the  War  must 
be  ended  hy  victory. 

The  Corn  Production  Bill. 

For  the  rest,  the  House  of  Commons  has  completed  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  important  and  troublesome  Com  Produc- 
tion Bill,  while  Mr.  Churchill  has  talcen  his  seat  as  Minister 
of  Munitions  after  re-election. 

Extension  to  Unrej^istered  Practitioners  of  Dentistry  of  Con- 
cession as  to  Supply  of  Cocaine  Local  .\naesthetic. 

For  Thursday  several  niombers  put  down  questions  asking 
the  Government's  decision  on  the  supplv  of  cocaine  to  unregis- 
tered dentists,  and  for  information  about  the  Departmental 
Committer  just  set  up  to  investigate  the  law  relating  to  un- 
registered dentists. 


EXTRACT  FROM  "  LONDON_GAZETTE." 

July  27,  1917. 


BRITISH    PHARMACOPOEIA,  1914. 
Alteration  and  Amendment. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Mrdical  Act,  1858,  and  of  the  Medical 
Council  Act.  1862,  the  Geaieral  Council  of  iModical  Education  and 
Registration  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  caused  to  be  altered 
and  amended  "  The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1914,"  printed  and 
published  for  the  Genonal  Council  by  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co., 
Limited,  10,  Orange  Street,  Leicester  Square,  London,  W.C.  2, 
by  the  witlidrawal  from  the  same  until  further  notice  of  the 
medicines  and  compounds,  and  of  the  directions  for  preparing 
them,  set  forth  in  the  following  Schedule ;  and  the  said  medicines 
and  compounds  thereby  cease  to  be  included  among  the  oflficial 
preparations  of  "  The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1914,"  until 
further  order  resi>octing  them  is  duly  mad')  actording  to  law. 

SCHEDULE. 

The  following  are  withdrawn  until  further  notice,  namely: — 
All    CoNFECTiONES,  cxcep    Cojifectio   Piperis,  Confectio 
Rosffi  GaUicse ; 

All  Gltcebina,  ccecpt  Glycerinum ; 

All  MlSTDB^,  except  Mistura  Cretxe,  Mistura  Ferri  Coin- 
posita,  Mistuiia  Olei  Ricini ; 

AH  Strupi,  except  Syrnpus,  Syrupus  Chloral,  SyrujMis 
Codeince  Phosphatis,  Syrupus  Ferri  lodidi,  Syrupus  Ferri 
Phosphatis  cum  Quinina  et  Stryohnina,  Syrupus  Glucosi ; 

All  Tr<5chisci,  except  Trochiscus  Kraineria?  et  Cocainje, 
Tix)chiscus  MoirphiniB,.  Trochiscus  Morphin«e  et  Ipe- 
^  caouanhaa. 

Also  Cafloinffi  Citras  EfFervesoens  ;  Decoctum  Aloes  Com- 
posituni;  Extractum  Gossypii  Radicis  Corticis  Liquiduni ; 
Linimentum  Potassii  lodidi  cum  Sapone;  Liquor  Cakis 
Saccharatus;  Magnesii  Sulphas  Efforvescens ;  Mel  IJoracis; 
Pulyis  Amygdala  Compositus;  Pulvis  Giycyrrhizac  Coiii- 
positus;  Pulvis  Tragacanthse  Compositus Sodii  Citro- 
Tartras  Effervesoens ;  Suppositoria  '  Glycerin  i ;  Tinctuia 
Cardamomi  Composita :  Tinctura  Kino;  Tinctura  Pruni  Vii- 
Kiiiiamae;  Tinctura  Rhei  Composita;  Tinctura  Sennje  Coni- 
ixjsita ;  Unguentum  lodi. 

On  behalf  of  the  General  Council, 

A.  J.  COCKINGTON,  DO.N'ALD  MacAlISTEK. 

Actiriej  Segistrnr,  President. 
July,  1917.  44,  Hallam  Street,  London,  W.  1. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 


The  Pro}5ressive  Pharmacy  Club.— Wo  are  indebted  to  the 

publishers  of  the  Script  for  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  of  tliis 
new  enterprise,  which  has  been  founded  by  the  advance  guard  of 
London  and  provincial  pharmacists,  as  an  independent  organisa- 
tion, hawing  as  objects  the  union  of  progressive  pharmacists, 
the  promotion  of  reforms,  and  stimulation  of  progress  in  phar- 
rnacy.    Its  "  immediate  aims  and  purposes  "  include  co-ordina- 
tion of  effort  on  progressive  lines,  the  formation  of  a  capaible 
Advisory  Committee  embracing  all  interests,  an  active  publicity 
propaganda  throu,"-h  the  Press  and  on  the  platform,  the  promo- 
tion of  the  candidatm-e  of  progressives  at  pharmaceutical  elec- 
tions,   the    investigation    of    important    problems  affecting 
pharmacy  and  the  publication  of  relative  reports,  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Information  Bureau,  for  the  collection  and  dis- 
semination of  accurate  information    on    matters    of  scientific, 
technical,  educational,  and  trade  interest,  the  compilation  and 
publication  of  a  ami  form  tariff  for  guidance  in  business,  the 
keeping  of  a  register  of  vacancies  and  assistants  and  the  culti- 
vation of  a  practical  interest  in  the  junior  members  of  the 
craft,  the  promotion  of  better  relations  between  employers  and 
employed,  and  the  adoption  of  measures  to  render  assistance  in 
case  of  need  to  members  of  the  club.    The  publicity  Press  pro- 
paganda is  to  bo  inaugurated  by  a  series  of  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Pamphlets,  of  which  "  No.  1,  Tariff  Revision  for  1918"  has  now 
been  issueJ.    As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  outline  of  the 
programme  and  policy  of  the  club,  its  operations  are  designed 
to  cover  a  wide  field,  and  ought  to  lx>ar  good  fruit  for  the  better- 
ment of  pharmacy.    The  headquarters  of  the  club,  which  were 
opened    on   August   1,    are  at  the  Arundel  Hotel,  Victoria 
Embankment.  Ix)ndon.  W.C.  2.  and  the  annual  .subscription  is: 
Town   members,  21s.  ;   country  member.',  12s.  6d.    Forms  of 
application   and   a\\   other  information  can   be   had   from  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  John  Humphrey,  Ph.C,  F.J.L,  65,  Park  Road, 
^  Batte;isea,  London,  S.W.  11. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


THrESDAT,  August  2,  1917. 
Business  in  tJie  drug  market  continues  rather  quiet,  but 
price  movements  during  the  week  have  been  rather  numerous, 
the  bulk  of  them  being  in  an  upward  direction.  Sodium 
Salicylate  is  again  dearer,  but  Salicylic  Acid  is  available  at 
ratJber  lower  rates.  Acetylsalicylic  Acid  is  unchanged,  but 
holders  are  firm.  Business  has  been  done  in  Menthol  at  a 
higher  price,  and  Japane.<e  Dementholised  Peppermint  Oil  has 
an  upward  tendency. 


Higher. — Sodium  Salicylate,  Star  Aniseed  Oil,  Clove  Oil, 
Japanese  Dementholised  Peppermint  Oil,  Lycopodimn,  Ergot 
of  Rye.  Turmeric,  Gentian  Root,  Milk  Sugar,  Menthol, 
Balsam  Tolu,  Cassia  Oil,  Homatropine  Hydrobromide,  Caustic 
Soda.  Cream  of  Tartar.  Bichromate  of  Potash. 

A  irmer. — Rhubarb,  Liquorice  Root,  Lemon  OU,  Senega. 
Root,  Chloral  Hydrate. 

Easier. — Hexamine,  Barbitone,  Potassium  Permanganate. 


Acetanilide. — A  parcel  is  offered  at  2?.  lOd.  per  lb.  ;  this 
article  i.<  in  large  demand  at  the  moment. 

.\cetylsalicylic  .\cid. — ^There  are  still  sellers  at  14s.  6d. 

.\lbumen. — 3?.  per  ib.  is  about  the  price  for  prime  hen. 

Almond  Oil.— Firm  at  2s.  8d.  to  2te.  9d.  per  lb.  Palm 
Kernel  i.=  unchanged  at  Is.  4d.  for  English  pressed. 

BaLsam  Copaiba. — 5s.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  Central  American. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Dearer,  23.  4d.  per  lb.  being  wanted  for  good. 

Barbitone. — Ea.-ier  at  about  llOs.  per  lb. 

Belladonna. — The  recent  bad  weather  has  hindered  the 
c^'Uf-ction  of  thi?  and  medicinal  herbs  generally. 

Benzoic  .\cid. — American  make  is  offered  at  26s.  per  lb. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — Advanced  by  about  l^d.  per  lb. 

Bromides. — Makers  are  firm  at  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  for 
Poias:'um  Bromide  crystals  and  6s.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  for 
granular;  Ammonium  Bromide  is  easier  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb., 
and  Sodium  Bromide  is  quoted  2s.  9d. 

Calcium  Lactate. — ^More  freely  offered ;  12s.  to  14s.  per  lb. 

Calumba  Root. — In  good  inquiry  and  firm. 

Camphor. — Crude  is  difficult  to  obtain  at  the  moment  owing 
to  non-arrival  of  cargoes  and  pressure  of  requirements ;  this 
i  "  ••  '-1  on  the  position  of  refined,  and  Engli.=h  makers  are 
for  some  time  forward,  and  orders  have  to  be  taken 
:i ;  Engli.sh  refined,  flowers,  is  quoted  3s.  5d.  per 
11..  ;  Japanese  refined  is  offered  at  3s.  4d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cascarilla  Bark. — Business  has  been  done  since  the  sales  at 
1-.  6d.  per  lb.  for  stringy  quillings. 

Cassia  Oil — Dearer ;  80  to  85  per  cent,  is  quoted  5s.  per  lb. 

Caustic  Soda. — ^Price  has  again  advanced,  £38  to  £39  now 
bein^  qur/tetl  for  70  to  72  j>er  cent. 

Chamomiles. — Old  French  are  offered  at  370s. 

Chloral  Hydrate.— There  are  offers  at  10s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Citric  .\cid. — Quiet  at  about  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Cktve  Oil. — ^En^rlish  distillers  have  again  advanced  their 
pricp  to  10s.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Firm  on  basis  of  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar 
on  the  .^pot. 

Cocaine. — Very  little  offering;  nearest  value  about  29s.  per 
oz.  for  the  hydrochloride. 

C«d<liver  Oil. — It  is  practically  impossible  to  give  prices 
from  Norway ;  no  price  is  obtainable  from  Bergen.  Value 
Oij  the  spot  for  last  year's  be.»t  oil  is  about  450s.,  but  verj- 
little  i.s  available. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Dearer  at  255s.  for  98  per  cent. 

Erj^ot  of  Rye. — Ra^sian  is  dearer  at  2e.  2d.  per  lb. ;  no 
Portui'ii«-ie  or  Spanish  is  offered. 

Encalyptiis  Oil. — Steady  at  abc,ut  2s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Gentian  Root. — Business  has  been  done  at  77s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  Ixjld  French,  and  up  to  798.  is  now  asked. 

Ginger. — All  the  offerings  were  bought  in  at  the  Spice 
Sales  on  Wednesday. 

Glocose. — TTie  fair  demand  continues,  but  supplies  are  not 
rf-  i'l  '■    ohtainable ;  price  is  about  5^.  per  cwt. 


(ilyterophosphates — Are  more  freely  offered  by  one  or  two 
American  importers;  Calcium,  lis.  6d.  to  12s.  per  lb. 

Hexamine. — ^The  demand  has  fallen  off,  and  price  is  ea-sier 
at  about  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Homatropine  Hydrobromide. — Very  little  is  obtainable. 

Japan  Cassia. — At  the  Spice  Sales  a  few  bales  of  broken 
sold  without  reserve  at  50s. 

Lavender. — The  recent  heavy  rains  have  reduced  the 
prospects  of  a  good  yield. 

Lemon  Oil. — The  demand  is  quiet,  but  price  is  firm  at 
about  4.-.  6d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Liquorice  Root. — Natural  is  rather  scarce. 

Lycopodium. — Dearer  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  .«pot. 

Mace. — Good  bright  red  and  palish  West  Indian  sold  at 
2s.  2d.  to  2s.  3d.  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Menthol. — Dearer;  lis.  has  been  paid  for  Kobayashi  and/or 
Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Methyl  Salicylate. — Price  is  about  5s.  per  lb. 

Milk  Sugar. — .Scarcer  and  again  dearer  at  230s.  per  cwt. 

Opium.— Very  firm  at  about  45s.  per  lb.  for  10  per  cent. 
Persian. 

Orange  Oil. — Unchanged  at  about  lis.  per  lb. 

O.xalic  Acid. — Available  at  about  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Firmer  at  18s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot  for 
H.G.H.  and  13s.  to  13s.  6d.  for  Wayne  County  oil  iii  tins  ; 
the  position  is  firmer  in  America.  Japan  dementholised  is 
quoted  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Unchanged  at  87s.  6d.  to  90s.  per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Unchanged  at  60s.  per  ib. 

Pilocarpine. — 25s.  5d.  per  oz.  for  the  nitrate  and  27s.  6d. 
for  hydrochloride. 

Pimento. — The  offerings  at  the  Spice  Sales  were  bought  in 
at  3id.  to  3*d. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — The  easier  tendency  is  still 
noticeable,  and  there  are  offers  at  about  14s.  per  lb. 

Pyrogallic  .Acid. — Resublimed,  17s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — ^Further  small  business  is  reported  at  2?.  lOd.  per 
oz.  for  the  Sulphate. 

Rhubarb. — A  good  business  has  been  done  >in  flat  high- 
dried,  which  is  becoming  scarcer;  the  price  is  about  Is.  8d. 

Rosin.-^Again  easier  at  31s.  9d.  for  common  strained,  spot. 

Rubber. — ^Lower  for  plantation.  .Standard  No.  1  crepe, 
2i  5jd.  per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s.  35d. 

Saccharin. — Firm  at  350s.  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — Firm  at  7s.  9d.  to  8s.  per  lb.  for  the  acid  and 
9s.  6s.  to  10s.  for  the  soda,  but  supplies  of  soda  are  low,  and 
makers  are  inclined  to  raise  prices. 

Salol. — Firm  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood  Oil. — Steady  at  54s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — There  is  nothing  to  be  had  except  Mexican. 

Senega  Root. — One  holder  asks  3s.  8d.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Quiet  on  basis  of  223.*.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 

Soda  Crystals. — ^The  demand  still  exceeds  the  supply. 

Sodium  Carbonate. — Prices  have  a  higher  tendency. 

Sparteine. — Almost  unobtainable;  probably  8s.  6d.  per  oz. 
is  nearest  value. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Dearer  at  3s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red 
Ship." 

Starch  Powder. — Very  firm  at  45s.  to  46s.  per  cwt.  for 
maize  starch. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — ^Writing  under  date  August  1,  Messrs. 
Wrathall  and  Co..  Liverpool,  state  as  follows: — "The  un- 
dertone in  .Sulphate  of  Coppyer  appears  to  be  firmer,  but  some 
exporters  are  rather  apprehensive  as  to  whether  the  prohibi- 
tion of  imports  into  France  may  not  include  Sulphate  later 
on,  as  it  is  reported  from  France  that  great  efforts  are  being 
made  to  pro\'ide  acid  for  the  making  of  local  Sulphate  of 
CV>pper,  all  with  a  view  to  the  better  adjustment  of  the  ex- 
char>ge,  which  is  no%v  so  much  against  that  conntn.-.  The 
special  prices  ruling  for  the  last  few  months  for  the  home 
trade  (agricultural  purposes)  may  now  be  said  to  be  at  the 
end."    For  retail  price  see  Council  Report,  p.  49. 

Sulphur. — Prices  of  roll  Sulphur  have  an  easier  tendency. 

Tartaric  .Acid. — Quiet  at  2s.  lljd.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — American  spot,  55s.  9d. 

Turmeric. — Dearer;  52?.  i.«  wanted  for  Madras  finger. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 


Mr.  R.  S.  Gollop,  an  ex-Square  student,  who  joined  the 
R.A.M.C.  in  1915,  is  now  serving  as  a  Sergeant  Dispenser  with 
a  General  Hospitial  in  France. 

Mr.  F.  Boothroyd,  Ph.C,  M.P.S..  has  been  appointed  Vice- 
•Chairman  of  the  Sanatorium  Sub-Committee  of  the  Blackpool 
Insurance  Committee,  and  Mr.  D.  J.  Bailey,  M.P.S.,  has  for 
the  fourth  year  in  succession  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee  of  tlie  iJlaokpool  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Trick,  J. P.  (Lewis  and  Burrows,  Ltd.),  member 
■of  the  Local  Associations  Executive,  who,  as  his  wide  circle  of 
friends  in  pharmacy  will  learn  with  regret,  has  been  confined 
to  the  house  for  nearly  a  month  with  a  sharp  and  persistent 
■ettack  of  neuritis,  is  now  happily  improving  in  health,  and 
when  sufficiently  recovered  hopes  to  sojourn  at  Harrogate  for 
treatment  and  a  long  rest 

Mr,  R.  B.  Merson,  only  son  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  F.C.S., 
F.R.S.E.,  7,  Meuse  Lane,  Edinburgh,  and  140,  West  George . 
Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  gazetted  Second-Lieut,  in  the  Gordon 
Highlanders.  Lieut.  Merson.  who  is  in  his  21st  year,  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  9th  Royal  Soots  (The  Dandy  Ninth)  early  in 
1915,  was  transfei-red  to  Machine  Gun  Corps,  being  wounded  on 
the  Sonime  in  August,  1916. 

Surgeon- General  George  J.  H.  Evatt  (Retired),  whose  name 
is  familiar  to  pharmacists  as  the  author  of  a  well-considered 
scheme  for  the  organisation  of  "A  War  Reserve  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Officers,"  first  contributed  as  an  article  to  the  Journal 
(Vol.  23,  4th  Series,  p.  408),  and  afterwards  expounded  by  him 
at  one  of  the  Society's  Evening  Meetings  in  London  (P..T.,  as 
above,  p.  570),  bad  a  useful  letter  in  the  Times  of  July  26 
warning  the  military  authorities  of  the  dangers  to  the  efficiency 
•of  the  service  and  the  standard  of  the  results,  of  the  existing 
orverstrain  of  medical  examiners  of  recruits,  and  the  insanitary 
and  other  adverse  conditions  under  which  they  work. 

Mr.  Albert  H.  Culverhouse,  the  new  President  o\  the  Shef- 
field Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  is  still  on  the  sunny  side 
of  forty.    He  is  a  native  of  Colchester,  and  was  educated  at 
the  Royal  Grammar  School  there,  upon  leaving  which  he  entered 
on  a   four   years'    apprenticeship   with   Mr.  Arthur  Weddell, 
Ph.C,  Colchester,  an  employer  who 
gave  his    apprentices  a  sound  and 
thorough    training,    and  adequate 
leisure  for  study.     Thereafter,  Mr. 
Culverhouse  joined  the  staff  of  the 
late    Mr.   G.    T.  W.  Newsholrne, 
Sheffield,  as  junior  assistant,  going 
thence  to  study  at  the  Metropoli- 
tan College  of    Pharmacy.  After 
passing  the  qualifying  examination 
in  1902,  he  spent  two  years  in  gain- 
ing West    End  experience    in  the 
service   of  the    late  Mr.  Bowen,  of 
Messrs.    Jolley    and    Co.,  Curzon 
Street.  Mayfair.     He  next  rejoined 
Mr.  Newsholme's  staff  at  Sheffield 
to  take  the  place  of  the  late  Chas. 
F.  Carr — recently  killed  in  action — 
who    had    joined    Alderman  Fitz- 
Hugh  at  Nottingham,  and  is  now 
manager  of  Messrs.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme's,   Ltd.,  retail  de- 
partment.   Mr.  Culverhouse,  who  pays  affectionate  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Newsholrne,  describing  him  as 
having  awakened  his  pharmaceutical  soul  and  set  his  feet  and 
guided  them  in  the  right  path,  has,  from  the  outset  of  hi§  con- 
nection with  it,  taken  a  lively,  practical  interest  in  the  work 
and  fortunes  of  the  Local  Society.    He  was  first  elected  to  the 
Council  in  1911,  and  has  served  two  years  as  Vice-President. 
His  services  as  first  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Organisa- 
tion Committee  in  the  first  year  of  National  Health  Insurance 
Service,  in  conjunction  w'ith  Mr.   H.  Antcliffe,  were  highly 
esteemed  by  his  colleagues  and  Sheffield  pharmacists  generally, 
and  as  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  since 
its  commencement,   he  has    been    closely  identified    with  all 
phases  of  the  Insurance  Pharmacy  Service.    Mr.  Culverhouse 
joined  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  a.  student-associat*,  on 
passing  the  preliminary  examination,  and  is  profoundly  per- 
suaded  that   the   \yay  of    emancipation  for    pharmacy  leads 
through  comprehensive  concurrent  and  co-operative  membership 
of  the  Society  and  an  affiliate<I  Ix)cal  Association,  which  can 
only  be  reached  through  systematic  and  persistent  agitation  and 
propaganda  on  intelligent  and  progressive  lines. 


BUSINESS  NOTE. 


Proscribed  Enemy  Firms. — The  Foreign  Trade  Departrnent 
have  prepared  a  new  list  of  additions  to  the  statutory  register 
of  firms  of  enemy  nationality,  or  enemy  association,  with  whom 
persons  in  tho  United  Kingdom  are  forbidden  to  trade.  Copies 
of  this  list  at  a  nominal  cost  '.an  l>e  obtained  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Publications,  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office,  Kings- 
way,  London,  W.C. 


BIRTHS. 

Harris.— On  August  1,  at  46,  Brudenell  Road,  Upper  Toot- 
ing, S.W.,  tho  wife  of  Ernest  G.  Harris— a  daughter. 

McKinlay.— On  July  25,  at  Alma  Terrace.  St.  Mary's  Road, 
Glossop,  the  wife  of  Finlay  McKinlay— a  son. 

Morrison.— On  July  24,  at  Willowbrook,  Kirn,  the  wife  of 
George  Morrison,  pharmacist-optician — a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

Forster— Campbell.— At  St.  Peter's  Church,  Monkwearmouth, 
on  July  24,  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Brown,  vicar,  William  Forster, 
F.C.S.,  Ph.C,  30.  Church  Street,  Seaham  Harbour,  to  Isabell.i 
Campbell,  Ph.C,  37,  Stansfield  Street,  Sunderland. 

Surfleet— Eversfield.- At  St.  Sepulchre  Church,  High  Hol- 
born,  on  Julv  28.  Arthur  F.  Surfleet.  Ph.C,  M.P.S.,  to  Olive 
Ruth  Ever.sfield,  M.P.S.  Both  are  a.ssistants  with  Messrs.  Allen 
and  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  7,  Vere  St.,  London,  W. 


DEATHS. 


Armiger. — On  July  29,  Henry  C.  Armiger,  for  twenty-three 
years  Secretary  of  the  London  Orphan  School,  Watford,  in 
which  institution  the  Society's  orphans  are  placed.  The  late 
Mr.  Armiger's  business  and  per.sonal  relations  with  tho  officers 
of  the  Society  and  all  pharmacists  who  came  into  contact  with 
him  were  always  of  the  most  amicable  and  cordial  nature. 

Armstrong. — On  July  25,  Benjamin  Arm.strong.  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  14,  Caledonian  Road,  King's  Cross,  N.    Aged  65. 

Hardeman.— On  July  24,  at  15,  Haley  Street,  Cheetham,  Man- 
chester. Charles  Richard  Hardeman,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  80.   ' 

ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

PrKvate'  Wilfred  J.  O.  iEvans,  IR.G.A.,  son  of  Mr.  D. 
Ogilvie  Evans,  pharmacist,  of  A.shburton,  Devon,  has  died  fi'om 
wounds  received  in  action  in  Flanders. 

Capt.  and  Adjutant  F.  W.  Ling,  Royal  Fusiliers,  the  only 
son  of  F.  G.  Ling,  pharmacist,  281,  Hackney  Road,  N.E.,  ha.s 
been  killed  in  action  in  France.  Captain  Ling  was  mentioned 
in  despatches  in  January  of  this  year. 

Pioneer  J.  F.  White,  R.E.,  who  has  been  wounded  in  the  left 
leg,  and  is  in  a.  French  hospital,  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  F. 
White  and  Co.,  chemists,  Benson  Street,  Leeds,  and  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
The  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club. 

In  sending  you  particulars  of  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club 
I  desire  to  point  out  that  this  is  an  independent  organisation, 
without  connection  with  any  other  body,  which  has  been  formed 
for  the  dual  purpose  of  providing  a  convenient  place  of  assembly 
for  pharmacists  in  London,  and  of  linking  up  men  and  women 
in  pharmacy  who  have  ideas  to  express  and  desire  to  work 
together  for  the  common  good.  The  promoters  have  subscribed 
to  a  Guarantee  Fund  and  appointed  an  Executive  Committee, 
the  members  of  which  include  Messrs.  C  Breese,  J.  Hearle, 
F.  G.  Hines,  A.  R.  Keith,  J.  Kirkpatrick,  B.  Skinner,  E.  F. 
Strickland,  and  H.  Wolff — ^all  working  pharmacists  imbued  with 
a  desire  to  do  whatever  is  possible  for  the  good  of  the  craft. 
The  promoters  are  not  in  antagonism  to  any  other  body,  but  aro 
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prepared  to  aid  and  supplement  the  work  of  all  who  are 
striving  to  benefit  pharmacy  as  a  business  and  a  profession.  On 
receipt  of  a  postcard  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  particulars  and  a 
form  of  application  for  membership  to  any  pharmacist  who  may 
■be  interested.  '  John  Httmphbey,  Secretary. 

Arundel  Hotel,  London,  W.C.2,  July  30,  1917. 


Recreation. 

Your  article  on  recreation  prompts  me  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  fellow  pharmacists  a  recreation  or  hobby  which  is  just  a  little 
out  of  the  ordinary,  but  which,  to  those  who  have  a  taste  for 
■«uch  sober  enjoyment,  is  a  continual  source  of  delight  to  its 
devotees.  I  refer  to  correspondence  chess.  It  is  not  sug- 
igested  as  an  ideal  form  of  amusement,  but  it  has  convenience 
and  adaptability  to  recommend  it.  In  these  busy  times  we 
cannot  all  get  out  for  a  round  of  golf  or  a  rink  at  bowls  every 
day.  If  any  Journal  reader  has  an  inclination  to  ''drive  dull 
care  away  "  and  find  a  new  channel  for  spare  mental  activity-,  I 
shall  be  delighted  to  put  him  in  touch  with  a  circle  of  kindred 
spirits. 

Manchester,  July  28,  1917.  Geo  H.  Haines. 

Proprietaries  and  the  Schedule  of  Poisons. 

We.  in  common  perhaps  with  other  pharmacists,  experience 
considerable  difficulty  sometimes  in  knowing  whether  certain 
proprietarv  articles  are  poisonous,  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
come  in  Part  1  or  Part  2  of  the  Poison  Schedule.  Could  not 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  advise  the  Privy  Council  (is  this 
the  right  procedure?)  to  inake  it  compulsory  for  all  manufac- 
turers to  label  the  packages  accordingly?  By  so  doing  it 
•would  save  the  retailer  a  deal  of  time  and  responsibility. 
Newbury,  July  30,  1917.  Hickman  and  Metcalf. 

[Many  proprietaries  are  alrtady  labelled  in  the  manner  desired  by  onr 
correspondents,  while  theP.A.T.  A.  List  in  the  Year  Book,  and  a  number 
of  wholesale  orioe  lists  give  a  distingaishing  mark  for  proprietaries  con- 
taining Part  1  or  2  Poisons — Editob.] 


The  Commercial  Traveller. 

Forgive  me  for  asking  a  little  space  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man fwho  signs  himself  "Retailer."  I  should  be  inoeed  sorry 
if  any  gentleman  in  the  trade  felt  there  was  a  want  of  courte'sy 
on  my  part.  When  I  mentioned  decent  fellows  and  funny  ones 
I  did  not  wish  to  convey  they  were  not  gentlemen.  A  man  can 
have  a  bad  liver  and  still  be  a  gentleman.  In  regard  to  the 
other  part  of  the  letter,  I  think  the  usefulness  of  the  traveller 
was  fuUv  proved  by  your  article.  It  more  concerns  the  firms  as 
to  the  expediency  "of  their  travellers'  calls  than  myself. 

London,  X.,  July  24,  1917.  Henbt  A.  Rileb. 


Ontology. 

Mr.  Brown's  little  outburst,  however  interesting  in  itself,  is 
scarcely — as  "  Christophoros  "  suggests — a  contribution  to  meta- 
physics, or  even  metaphysical  at  all.  His  verses  are  not  so 
much  philosophical  as  pious — which  is  all  in  their  favour.  One 
.gets  so  thoroughly  tir&d  of  metaphysical  futilities  about  time, 
space,  being,  appearance  and  reality,  limits  of  the  knowablc, 
and  so  on.  As  F.  H.  Bradlay  facetiou.sly  remarks  the  unity  of 
'knowledge  may  best  be  expressed  by  saying  that  whatever  one 
knows  it  is  all  one  !  Mr.  Sadler  is  right,  I  think,  in  supposing 
-that  if  there  is  any  definite  idea  behind  the  silly  rodomontade 
which  Mr.  Brown  quotes,  it  is  the  ilea  of  reincarnation,  which 
aiso  seems  to  be  the  idea  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Brown's  verses.  It 
is  the  peculiar  weakness  of  the  notion  of  reincarnation  that  it 
b  especially  satisfying  to  the  egotist.  A  good  many  of  us 
imagine  our  lot  to  be  far  too  humble  and  obscure  for  our  special 
deserts ;  and  reincarnation  comes  to  lay  its  flattering  unction 
to  our  souls.  Not  only  does  it  promise  us  a  reappearance  upon 
the  earth  under  auspices  better  adapted  to  our  peculiar  merits, 
but  it  carries  the  suggestion  also  that  we  have  been  upon  the 
earth  before,  in,  it  may  be,  a  position  of  power  and  responsi- 
biJitv,  a  position  we  perhaps  miisused,  so  that  we  are  now 
condemned  to  expiate  our  delinquencies  in  ill-fitting  humility 
and  nnimportanfe !  To  return  to  tlie  starting-place :  the 
metaphysics  of  "Christophoros"  are  as  faulty  as  those  of  Mr. 
Brown.  There  are  no  "  beet  accredited "  systems  of  meta- 
physics. To  speak  of  time  and  space  as  "  merely  modes  of 
thought "  is  simply  to  evade  the  issue,  and  to  find  refuge  in 
mere  verbalism.  And  if  time  and  space  are  "  merely  modes  of 
thought,"  why  speak  of  the  impossibilfty  of  knowing  space  as 
a  whole  ?  There  can  be  no  whole  to  know ;  and  how  can  one 
"  know  "  a  "mode  of  thought"?  Again,  it  is  hopeless  to  say 
that  "  movement  and  form "  are  true  phenomena,  whereas 
"time  and  space"  are  "mental  conceptions";  for  we  see 
movement  only  as  involving  time,  and  form  only  as  occupying 


space.  If  time  and  space  are  in  any  sense  ilIu.soiy,  so  are  things, 
so  are  sensations,  so  are  phenomena.  But  it  is  not  necessary 
to  criticise  further  the  jargon  which  "  Christophoros  "  repro- 
duces from  the  elementary  text-books.  If  immortality  is  our 
fond  hope  and  firm  conviction,  nobody  can  gainsay  us  in  assert- 
ing with  (I  think)  St.  Paul  that  "  this  is  life  eternal  to  know 
Thee,  the  true  God." 
July  31,  1917.  Diogenes  Junior  (213/15). 


If  what  Mr.  H.  J.  Sadler  calls  "  soul-substanco  "  needs  to  be 
formed  (shaped),  then  the  eternal  essence  is  not  that.  It  is 
rather  what  Kelvin  postulates  for  his  vortex  theory,  the 
"  primitive  perfect  fluid  " — infinitesimally  fluid.  As  I  said. 
"  the  eternal  essence  is  the  thing — the  thing  that's  conscious. 
For  mere  time,  space,  motions,  shapes,  they  cannot  bring  alone 
the  consciousness  sublime."  The  eternal  essence  is  the  Eternal 
Spirit.  It  is  "spirit-substance"  if  you  like.  At  its  will  it 
moves  and  makes  with  and  within  itself  forms  or  shapes,  not 
necessarily  vortices,  but  rigid  units,  to  become  the  basis  of 
matter.  This  universal  ocean  spirit  also  permits  within  itself 
bits  of  itself  to  detach,  so  to  speak,  and  become  muffled  in 
those  units  or  clad  in  chemic  atoms.  These  finite  spirits,  with 
their  wills,  accrue  habits  good  or  bad,  and  develop  character 
and  become  better  or  worse  in  their  "  evolution  "  which  is 
their  proceedings  or  history.  Like  gives  off  like  pretty  much. 
So  the  "highest  order  of  mammals"  thus  are  directly  from 
their  predecessors,  but  thus  indirectly  from  the  Creator  whose 
immortality  is  here  seen  to  be  of  necessity,  while  that  of  the 
creatures  is  conditional.  No  doubt  a  glorious  "  transmigra- 
tion"  awaits  some  to  higher  states  in  the  heavens  or  ether 
tracts  perhaps.  But  will  the  Creator  absorb  into  Himself  again 
the  lost  essences  of  spirits  who  have  failed?  Or  will  those  lost 
spirit-essences  be  all  mixed  together,  mingled  en  masse  and  made 
to  pass  through  the  fires  of  nebulous  suns  for  purification,  and 
then  made  to  crop  up  a^ain  in  vegetable  or  animal  in  new 
worlds?  Evidently  there  is  a  spiritual  as  well  as  a  material 
chemistry.  "  Christophoros,"  with  all  his  faults,  arrives  at  last 
at  the  right  conclusion  in  Emily  Bronte's  beautiful  verses.  In 
closing  let  me  say  that  "  exact  science  "  is  not  exact  if  it  ignores 
psychical  research.  Nor  even  if,  with  psychical  research,  it 
ignores  the  manifestations  from  the  Great  Spirit.  For  there 
are  two  sets  of  manifestations,  phenomena,  miracles,  or  signs. 
Those  from  the  finite  spirits  and  those  from  the  Infinite  Spirit. 
And  while  the  former  are  frequent,  the  latter  are  simply  in- 
numerable. And  true,  "  exact "  science  and  philosophy  will 
differentiate  the  two  and  show  which  is  of  most  importance. 
In  ontology  the  invisible  is  greater  than  the  visible  :  the  ether 
tracts  are  immeasurably  greater  than  the  specks  of  suns  and 
planets. 

Glasgow,  July  23,  1917.  J.|J.  Bbown. 

[As  we  have  learned  through  great  tribulation  productive  of  little 
edification  that  a  correspondence  on  this  and  cognate  abstract  themes  is 
apt  to  be  as  interminable  and  inconclusiv*  as  are  the  speculative  issues 
condescended  upon,  we  must  close  the  correspondence,  with  another  letter 
held  over,  and  the  reply— if  any — from  "Christophoros." — Editor.] 


A  Mellow  and  Metrical  Meliorist. 

This  year  I  celebrate  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  my  advent 
into  pharmacy — not,  by  any  moans,  a  startling  event,  since  no 
flags  have  been  unfurled  upon  the  battlements.  During  that 
period,  year  in  and  out,  within  my  recollection,  the  Jeremiahs 
and  Dismal  Jimmies  raise  the  question:  "  What  is  wrong  with 
pharmacy?"  Well,  candidly,  the  reply  is:  "  Nothing."  Viewed 
philosophically,  there  is  humour  in  it.  The  substances  which 
we  handle  every  day  conjure  vistas  of  romance.  There  are  also 
incentives  to  prose,  and  as  for  "  poetry  " — well,  here  is  a  chunk 
of  it :  — 

GRANDMOTHER'S  TEA. 

I  remember  the  tea  which  my  grandmother  made 

As  I  lay,  feeling  ill,  in  the  cool  placid  shade. 

Propped  up  with  the  pillowi  of  fine  lawn  and  lace. 

I  remember  the  look  on  her  sweet,  anxious  face, 

And  the  cool,  tender  touch  of  her  old  withered  hand 

On  my  hot  fevered  brow  as  her  eyes  keenly  scanned 

My  features  to  find  any  trace  of  a  rash 

Which  might  denote  measles  or  fever's  red  lash. 

Then,  filled  with  assurance,  she  whispered  to  me, 

"My  dear,  you'd  fael  well  if  you  had  some  warm  tea; 

'Tis  a  beverage  I  know  as  a  grand  panacea 

For  all  little  ills.    Now,  you'll  drink  it,  my  dear?" 

Would  I  drink  it  ?   Ah,  yes,  for  my  throat  felt  so  parched, 

With  my  tongue,  dry  and  stiffened,  as  If  it  were  starched. 

She  tiptoed  away  did  that  crafty  old  soul, 

And  brought  to  my  bedside  a  big  steaming  bowl. 

I  took  a  deep  draught,  and  it  seemed  Strang*  to  me 

That  it  had  not  the  taste  one  expected  of  tea. 

That  night  I  experienced  the  pangs  of  Gehenna, 

For  grandmother's  tea  was  infusion  of  senna. 

Low  Fell,  July  30,  1917.  Henet  N.  Popham. 
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REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Military  .Service  Act  (F.  W.  F.— 212/31).— Tlie  reply  to  oacli  of 
your  qiwM'ios  i.s,  No. 

"  Cash  Dispensing  Chemist  "  (A.  M.  K.— 212/50).— This  would 
not  be  registrable  as  n  trade  mark 

■Warehouse  and  Tenant  (A.  T.  S. — 213/4). — This  seems  to  be 
an  iibiigatioii  resting  on  the  owner. 

Panel  Prescription  {C.  M.  B.— 212/30).— You  should  state  the 
case  to  your  Pharmaoeutical  Committee. 

Cocaine  Regulation  (C.  S.  A. — 213/1). — The  Regulation  does 
not  withdraw  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Eye  Drops  (H.  W.— 212/34).— The  darkening  of  the  solution 
may  be  prevented  by  adding  to  the  proscription  as  submitted  to 
us,     grain  of  sodium  hypophosphite. 

Chloramine-T  (R.  B.  H.— 213/12).— We  have  had  no  recent 
notes  on  this  subject.  You  will  find  a  detailed  account  of  it  in 
tlis  British  Medical  .Journal,  January  29,  1916,  page  160. 

Plant  Specimens  (A.  McK.— 212/37).— ilic^iVotes  alba  and  J/. 
officinalis;  you  will  find  the  distinctive  characters  given  in  any 
British  Flora.  The  garden  flowers  are  Gaillardia  picta  and 
Oyjisophila  panic-ulata. 

Bubbles  (F.  A.  P.— 212/14).— What  you  appear  to  have  in 
mind  is  the  lecture  by  Sir  James  Dewar  at  the  Royal  Institution 
on  "  Soap  Bubbles  of  Long  Duration."  A  report  of  the  lecture 
appeared  in  the  P.J.  of  Janua.ry  27  last,  page  66. 

Meruleus  Lachrymans  l(H.  "w.  B.-^12/42).— Certainly  the 
conditions  which  produce  dry  vot  are  not  conducive  to  health. 
Free  ventilation  is  required,  and  the  application  of  solution  of 
corrosive  sublimate,  preferably  alcoholic,  wherever  the  fungus 
can  be  reached. 

Nisbet's  Specific  (J.  G.  R.— 212/12).— There  is  no  P.J.V. 
niumber  for  this.  If  you  refer  to  the  Codex  you  will  find  that 
the  forinulaj  for  Spiritus  Santali  Co.,  B.P.C.,  and  Spiritus  San- 
tali  Co.  cum  Morphina,  B.P.C.,  correspond  to  different  forms 
of  Nisbet's  Specific. 

Recovering  Silver  from  Waste  Solutions  (G.  M.  A.— 212/34).— 
Treat  the  waste  solutions  with  a  solution  of  ferrous  sulphate, 
collect  and  wash  the  precipitate,  and  dissolve  the  metalhc  silver 
in  nitric  acid.  The  nitric  acid  solution  may  be  evaporated  to 
dryness,  the  residue  dissolved  in  distilled  water  and  crystallised. 

Scoparii  Cacumina  (C.  H.  W.— 213/11).— The  best  time  to  col- 
lect is  early  in  spring — about  March.  A  suitable  book  for  your 
purpose  is  '  Profitable  Herb  Growing  and  Collecting,'  by  Ada 
B.  Teetgen  (George  Newnes,  Ltd.,  3s.  6d.  net).  Your  other 
query  has  been  passed  on  to  the  proper  authorities,  fi  oin  whom 
you  will  receive  an  answer  in  due  course. 

Crystallisation  (G.  C— 212/18). — The  reason  you  have  not  been 
able  to  get  a  crop  of  large  crystals  is  doubtless  that  you  have 
hastened  the  evaporation  too  nmch.  The  more  slowly  you 
conduct  the  evaporation  the  larger  will  be  the  crystals.  It  Mould 
be  an  advantage  to  you  if  you  could  consult  the  P.J.  of  Decem- 
ber, 1895.  page  534,  where  tSiere  is  an  account  of  a  method  of 
pix)ducing  large  ciystals. 

Non-Intlammable  Ben/ene  (S.  R.— 212/33).— A  mixture  of 
9  volumes  of  carbon  tetrachloride  and  1  volume  of  benzene  is 
often  referred  to  as  non-inflammable  benzene.  It  is  quite  true 
that  such  a  mixture  is  not  readily  inflammable,  but  there  is 
a  danger  in  its  use  from  the  fact  that  the  more  volatile  tetra- 
chloride evaporating  first  nray  leave  the  benzene  ready  to  catch 
fire  at  the  first  favourable  moment. 

Books  on  Lubricating  Oils  (B.  W.— 212/48).— '  Lubricating 
Oils,  Fats,  and  Greases  :  Their  Origin,  Preparation,  Properties. 
Uses,  and  Analysi.s,'  by  G.  H.  Hui-st  (10s.  6d.  net);  'The  Prac- 
tical Compounding  of  Oils,  Tallow,  and  Grease  for  Lubrication, 
etc. I  (7s.  6d.  netl :  'The  Manufacture  of  Lubricant,  Shoe 
Polishes,  and  Leather  Dressings,'  by  R.  Brunner  (7s.  6d  .net). 
All  these  are  published  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Greenwood,  and  Son. 

Flash  Point  (J.  R.— 212/331.— You  can  do  this  roughly  by  a 
very  simple  method.  Procure  a  beaker,  and  a  piece  of  cardboard 
large  enough  to  cover  the  top  of  the  beaker;  in  the  cardboard 
make  a  hole  into  which  a  thermometer  may  be  slipped.  Pour 
a  little  of  the  liquid  to  be  examined  into  the  beaker,  adjust  the 
thermometer  to  above  the  surface  of  the  liquid.  Place  the 
apparatus  in  a  watci'-bath,  apply  heat,  and  as  the  temperature 
rises  (alxiut  every  2  degrees)  aiaise  the  cardboard,  and  apply 
a  flame. 

Prevention  of  Mildew  in  Cottonwool  {W.  N  — 212/35).— You 
give  us  very  few  particulars  as  to  how  you  store  the  cottonwool. 
We  should  have  liked  to  know  if  you  keep  it  in  bulk,  in  cup- 
boards, and  so  forth.  We  gather  from  your  letter  that  the 
damp  atmosphere  in  which  it  is  kept  is  unavoidable;  if,  how- 


ever, that  is  not  the  case,  the  remedy  is  obviously  to  get  rid  of 
the  dampness.  The  only  suggestion  wo  can.  make  under  the. 
circumstances,  is  that  you  should  use  formaldehyde  cither  alone 
or  along  with  a  saturated  iixjeuous  solution  of  boric  acid. 

Manufacture  of  Burnt  Sugar  (C.  F.— 212/39).— According  to 
the  Codex,  this  is  simply  a  matter  of  heating  sugar,  with  occa- 
sional stirring,  at  about  180°  to  200°,  until  a  black  viscid  mass 
is  formed,  adding  to  this,  while  cooling,  one  and  a-quartcr  timen 
its  weight  of  hot  watei-,  then  .-.training.  It  has  also  been  said 
that  the  proper  way  to  produce  caramel  is  first  to  make  invert 
sugar  by  h,jating  with  tartaric  acid.  This  invert  sugar  solution 
is  lieated  on  an  oil-bath  to  boiling  point,  then  ammonia  water  is 
gradually  added  while  the  water  evaporates,  after  which  the 
t(>mperaturo  is  raised  "to  175-180°  C.  until  all  is  caramelised. 
The  product  obtained  in  this  W!j,y  is  said  to  be  nearly  twice  as 
strong  as  commercial  caramols  in  colouring .  power.  As  for 
purifying  commeicial  caramel,  the  following  method  is  advocated 
by  a  well-known  American  pharmacist  :—C-'onimercial  caramel, 
1,000  Gins. ;  alcohol,  3,500  mils  :  monhydrated  sodium  carbonate, 
4  Gms. ;  water,  q.s.  Weigh  the  caramel  in  a  capacious  flask, 
add  250  mils  of  boiling  water,  and  thoroughly  mix.  Then 
gradually  add  3,000  mils  of  alcohol,  shaking  after  each  addition. 
Set  aside  for  six  hours;  decant  the  alcohol  on  to  a  filter  arijl 
wash  the  iprecipitated  caramel  wdth  two  portions  of  250  mils 
each  of  alcohol,  decanting  each  time  on  to  a  filter.  Drain  the 
alcohol  thoroughly  from  the  precipitates,  and  dissolve  it  in 
1,500  mils  of  warm  water.  Add  the  sodium  salt,  filter,  and 
evaporate  to  a  thick  syrup.  Spread  this  on  thick  sheets  of 
glass,  and,  when  dry,  scrape  off  in  scales  the  purified  caramel,  and 
dry  further  in  a  desiccator  over  sulphuric  acid  for  a  day,  or 
until  it  ceases  to  lose  weight.  The  tinctorial  value  of  th's 
product  is  three  times  that  of  the  original. 

Preserving  Flowers  and  Plants  (R.  S.  G.— 212/45).— The  fol- 
lowing  is  one  of  the  latest  methods,  and  likely  to  be  quite 
successful: — ^One  litre  of  fine  white  sand  is  sifted,  washed,  and 
dried;  then  the  following  solution  is  made:  3  Gms.  of  stearin, 
3  Gms.  of  hard  paraffin,  and  3  Gms.  of  salicylic  acid  in  100  Gms. 
of  absolute  alcohol,  dissolving  by  aid  of  heat.  With  this  solu- 
tion the  sand  (previously  heated)  is  treated  little  by  little  until 
all  the  grains  are  moistened,  when  the  whole  is  exposed  to 
the  air  to  dry.  The  plants  and  flowers  to  be  preserved  are 
placed  in  a  suitable  box  on  a  layer  of  the  prepared  sand,  and 
more  of  the  sand  is  sprinkled  over  them  so  as  not  to  disturb 
the  natural  position  until  they  are  coinpletely  covered  Tho 
box  is  now  stood  in  a  warm  place  (30°  to  40°  C.)  for  two  days, 
after  which  time  the  sand  is  carefully  drawn  off.  the  best  means 
of  doing  this  being  to  provide  the  box  with  an  opening  in  the 
bottom,  from  which  a  cc'c  or  other  suitable  stopper  may  be 
withdrawn.^  It  has  also  been  recommended  to  immerse  in 
aqueous  solution  of  sulphurous  acid  before  drying.  This  may 
bleach  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  colour  will  return.  Further, 
the  specimens  are  plunged  for  an  instant  into  boiling  alcoholic 
solution  (1  in  600)  of  salicylic  acid,  and  dried.  A  correspon- 
dent wrote,  with  reference  to  this  subject:  "A  simple  and 
satisfactory  method  is  to  immerse  the  freshly  gathered  speci- 
mens in  a  mixture  of  sulphurous  acid  and  methvlated  spirits 
until  the  colour  (of  the  flowers)  is  completelv  bleached,  then 
press  in  dryintr  paper,  in  the  usual  way;  on  mounting,  the 
colours  gradually  return.  This  treatment  answers  better  with 
some  colours  than  others,  but  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory,  and 
has  the  advantage  of  being  cleanly  and  easily  applied." 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  il69,'311.- 
Actual  makers  ? 

Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

Euresol  pro  Capillis  (160/28).— Where  obtainable? 

"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (160  30).- 
Where  obtainable? 
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SUNDAY.  August  5. 
United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Comnany  (Pharmacists*.— 

10  a.m.,  Company  Parade  Headquarters  for  Drill,  etc. 
Uniforms.    Drill  order. 

Wednesday,  August  8. —  3  p.m..  No.  2  Platoon  parades 
Headquarters. 

Thursday.  August  9.-3  p.m..  No.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons 
parade  Headquarters. 
C.vMP. — All  men  going  to    Tadworth  will  parade 
Charing  Cross  Station  Sunday  morning  at  9  a.m.    Men  going  Saturday 
parade  Ijondon  Bridge  at  2.45  p.m.    Uniforms,  Marching  Order  (all  equip- 
ment, including  pack). 


Ol)e  Jpl)annaceutical  3ournal 
an6  "pl)annaci5t 


No.  2808.    Vol.  99  (4th  Series  Vol.  45).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.G.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
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for  Pharmacists.   It  has  the 
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among  Registered  Chemists  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it 
also  circulates  widely  in  Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India.  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  The  regular  weetily  circulation  closely 
approximates  to  ten  thousand  copies. 

EDITOR- S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


The  Laboratory  Course  in  MicrO'Biology. 

In  at<-ordance  with  the  schen'.e  adopted  by  the  Council  the 
course  of  lectures  on  Micro-Biology-  by  Dr.  Bui-net,  whicJi 
came  to  a  close  recently,  is  to  be  supplemented  and  rounded 
off  by  a  cour.se  of  laboratory  instruction.  To  give  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  this  purpose  a  bacteriological  laboratory 
has  been  fitted  up  and  furnished  -with  all  the  requisite  appli- 
ances and  appointments,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Burnet, 
and  is  now  almost  ready  for  occupancy.  The  accommodation 
is  limited,  there  not  being  bench  room  for  more  than  six 
students  at  a  time,  and  it  is  proposed,  as  probably  the  best 
working  arrangement,  that  each  student  should  attend  on 
three  oonsecutive  half  days  per  week.  We  hope  later  to  give 
a  descriptive  and  illustrated  account  of  the  laboratory,  which 
is  fully  oquipipef]  with  everything  lequired  for  the  work  in 
contemplation,  so  that  the  student  will  find  that  every 
resource  is  availaV>le  for  efficient  instruction  and  training. 

Transmission  of  Written  and  Printed  Matter. 

By  an  amendment  to  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulations 
it  is  prohibited  to  transmit  by  post  to  any  neutral  country  in 
Europe  or  America  any  written  or  printed  matter  (including 
plans,  photographs,  and  other  pictorial  representations)  except 
by  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or,  in  the  case  of  letters 
and  other  postal  correspondence,  trade  circulars  and  catalogues, 
bills  of  lading,  etc.,  despatched  in  accordance  with  existing  Post 
Office  regulations. 

Another  prohibition  provides  that  no  person  shall  (a)  transmit 
otherwise  than  through  the  post,  or  convey  to  or  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  receive  or  have  in  his  possession  for  such 
transmission  or  conveyance,  any  letter,  written  message,  or 
memorandum  ;  or  (5)  without  a  permit  issued  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  Admiralty  or  Army  Council  transmit,  consign, 
or  export  otherwise  than  througlTthe  post,  or  convey  from  the 
Unitf.-d  Kingdom  to  any  neutral  country  in  Europe  or  America, 
or  to  any  enemy  country,  any  printea  or  written  matter,  in- 
cluding plans,  photographs,  and  other  pictorial  representations) 
to  which  paragraph  (ffl)  does  not  apply. 

The  foregoing  provisions  do  not  apply : — 

(1)  Tf)  "  shipowners'  letters  "  as  defined  by  Section  30  of  the 
Post  Office  Act,  1908,  nor  to  ship  papers. 

(2)  To  any  letter,  message,  or  memorandum,  or  any  such 
written  or  printed  matter  as  aforesaid  conveyed  by  any  person 
if  he  proves  that  it  is  required  for  his  own  use  and  does  not 
contravene  the  provisions  of  any  other  of  these  regulations  £.nd 
is  otherwise  lawful. 

(3)  To  any  class  of  letters,  messages,  and  memoranda,  -or  any 
written  or  printed  matter  for  the  time  being  exempted  by  a 
Secretary  of  State. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


BUSINESS   NAMES  REGISTRATION. 

The  omission  of  limited  lia/Hlity  companies  from  the 
Registration  of  Business  Names  Act,  1916,  has  now  been 
rectified  by  the  passing  into  law  of  the  Companies  (Particulars 
of  I>ix6ctors)  Act,  which  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  August 
2.  Before  the  former  measure  came  into  force  in  February 
of  this  year  theire  was  quite  a  stampede  of  firms,  many  of 
foreign  or  enemy  origin,  to  register  as  limited  liability  com- 
panies, and  so  avoid  its  requirements.  The  new  Act  brings 
companies  registered  since  November  22,  1916,  within  the 
scope  of  the  earlier  enactment.  Companies  affected  must 
send  within  a  month  full  information  as  to  their  directors, 
with  their  real  names  and  nationality  to  be  registered  at 
Somerset  House,  where  the  register  when  completed  will  be 
open  for  inspection  by  the  public,  as  in  the  case  of  biuisinesses 
carried  on  by  individuals  and  priviate  firms.  Changes  in  the 
directorate  must  be  similarly  notified,  and  details  as  to  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  directorate  must  ayppear  on  notepaper,  catalogues, 
and  circulars.  A  special  provision  will  obviate  one  opening  for 
evasion,  since,  according  to  it,  the  expression  "director" 
shall  include  any  person  on  whose  directions  and  instruotions 
the  directors  are  accustomed  to  act.  Pharmacists  and  otliers 
connected  with  pharmacy  who  carry  on  business  under  the 
Companies  Acts  should  now  proceed,  as  prescribed,  to  register 
under  the  new  Act.  A  recent  conviction  under  the  Business 
Names  Registration  Act'  has  revealed  the  fact  that  even  yet 
some  individuals  and  firms  have  neglected  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law.  Indeed  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  a  large  number  come  within  this  category.  We 
are  fain  to  hope  that  it  does  not  include  many  pharmacists. 
But  for  the  warning  and  benefit  of  possible  procrastinators  or 
the  absent-minded,  we  desire  seriously  to  point  out  to  them 
that  the  Government  are  resolved  to  enfoi'ce  both  Acts,  and 
that  the  Registration  of  Business  Names  Act,  which  applies 
to  a  large  mtmber  of  practising  pharmacists,  imposes  the  fol- 
lowing among  other  obligations : — (1)  Registration  of  (a) 
"  every  fii-m  "  having  a  place  of  business  in  tilie  United  King- 
dom and  carrying  on  business  under  a  business  name  whicb 
does  not  consist  of  the  true  names  of  all  jmrtners,  etc.  .  . 
(b)  Every  individual  who  does  not  carry  on  business  under 
his  true  surname  without  any  addition  other  than  his  true 
Christian  names  or  the  initials  thereof,  and  (c)  Every  indi- 
vidual or  firm  who,  or  a  member  of  which  has  either  before 
or  after  the  passing  of  tJhe  Act  clianged  his  name,  except  in 
the  case  of  a  woman  in  consequence  of  marriage.  (2)  Firms 
which  started  business  two  months  or  later  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  must  furnish  particulars  for  registration 
within  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  commencing  business- 
and  in  the  event  of  any  change  particulars  must  toe  furnished 
to  the  Registrar  Vv-ithin  fourteen  days  or  such  longer  period 
as  in  certain  circumstances  the  Board  of  Trade  may  allow. 
(3)    All    trade    catalogues,  trade  ciroulars,  showoards,  and 
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business  letters  must  bear  in  legible  characters  (a)  in  the  case 
of  an  individual,  his  present  Christian  name,  or  the  initials 
thereof,  and  present  surname,  his  nationality  if  not  Britisli, 
and,  if  his  nationality  is  not  his  nationality  of  origin,  his 
nationality  of  origin,  and  (b)  in  the  case  of  a  firm,  the  present 
Christian  names  or  the  initials  thereof,  with  the  other  par- 
ticulars as  in  (a)  of  all  the  pa;rtners  of  the  firm  ;  or  in  the  case 
of  a  corporation  being  a  partner,  the  corporate  name. 
Readei:s  should  carefully  note  that  registration  is  only  tJie 
initial  step  under  the  Act,  and  that  failure  to  register  or 
con?ply  with  the  above  and  Oitlier  requirement.s  of  the  Statute 
entails  heavy  penalties  ranging  from  £5  per  day  during 
defauJt  for  omission  to  register,  with  accompanying  disability 
of  the  defaulting  firm  to  enforce  fulfilment  of  their  hiisir}c.<s 
contracts,  e.g.,  rtcovery  of  debts  by  civil  jjrocess,  £5  for 
Omission  ito  insert  specified  particulars  on  trade  catalogues, 
etc.,  to  £20  for  omission  to  notify  cessation  of  a  registered 
business,  and  £20  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  or  both 
fine  and  imprisonment,  for  false  statements  or  refusal  to 
furnish  particulars  asked  for  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Copies 
of  the  statutory  rules  and  orders  relative  to  the  Act,  all 
the  prescribed  forms,  and  other  information  on  the  subject 
can  be  had  on  application  to  the  official  registrars,  viz.: — 
Far  England  and  Vv'ales,  39,  Russell  Square,  London,  W.C.I; 
for  Scotland,  Exchequer  Ohamibeois,  Parliament  Square,  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  for  Ireland,  Coleraine  House,  Coleraine  Street, 
Dublin. 


THE   REGULATED   DISTRIBUTION    OF  SUGAR. 

The  system,  or  rather  lack  of  it,  '  wihieh  ha^  hitherto 
.pre?'ailed  as  to  the  disltribution  .of  sugar  to  manufac- 
tiirersi  wJiolesalers,  retailers,  and  the  general  puibhc, 
SMnns  aibout  ito  be  replaced  by  the  well-considered 
scheme  of  allocation  whioh  Lord  Rhondda  proposes  to 
6et  in  motion  (yic?e  p.  61).  On  the  face  of  it,  pro- 
vided thflit  anything  like  an  adequate,  even  if  restricted 
supply  pf  sugar  can  be  maintained,  the  machinery  to  be  in- 
stalled under  the  scheme  ought  to  prove  effective  in  ensuring 
a  regular  and  equitably  proportionate  distribution  of  sugar  to 
all  the  interests  concerned.  On  the  pharmaceutical  side, 
where  until  now  the  oonditioais  of  supply  have  been  excep- 
tionally precarious  and  unsatisfactory,  there  is  promise  of 
amelioration  from  two  sources.  The  pharmacist  in  retail 
business  'who  has  Jbeen  in  the  habit  of  procuring  the  sugar 
used  by  him  in  the  manufacture  of  galenicals  from  a  retail 
grocer  or  other  dealer,  will  by  the  operation  of  the  scheme  be 
entitled  (to  a  regular  proportionate  supply,  while  the  manu- 
facturer of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  who  may  be  a  manu- 
facturer per  se,  a  vi-liolesaler,  or  a  manufacturer  who  is  also 
in  retail  business  as  a  pharmacist,  will  "for  the  purposes  of 
manufacture"  have  the  benefit  of  the  reservation  that  in  the 
ev^ht  of  shortage  of  supplies,  while  as  a  rule,  vouchers  for 
sugar  for  non-manufacturing  purposes  will  receive  a  certain 
measure  of  preference,  an  exception  is  to  be  made  in  favour  of 
Euch.  blue  vouchers  as  relate  to  supplies  for  drugs  and 
medicinal  jyreparations,  a  concession  which  may  be  regarded 
as  an  outcome  of  the  pressiure  put  upon  the  Food  Controller's 
Department  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
a^nd,  .tl^e  collective  drug-trade  interests  concerned.  In  order 
still  further  to  reinforce  the  need  for  special  consideration  of 
urgent  pharmaceutical  requirements  in  this  connection,  in- 
s^.ijpiions  for  local  action  in  dealing  with  Local  Food  Com- 
mittees will  be  embodied  in  a  forthcoming  P.S.  circular,  and 
t^resentations  will  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  attention  of  that  Department  to 
the  special  needs  and  c!;iims  of  pharmacy  in  the  matter. 


1914  AND  1917.— A  COMPARISON. 

BY    "  AN  OBSERVEB." 

The  pre-war  days — how  far  behind  they  seem.  We  look 
back  and  wonder  how  there  could  possibly  nave  been  cause  for 
complaint  in  those  care-free  times.  True,  we  considered  our- 
selves very  badly  used,  but  most  of  u;;  ere  now  have  paid  dearly 
onough  for  our  ingratitude  toward?  the  blessings  then  so  freely 
showered  upon  us. 

And  now  !  Not  since  that  fatal  Bank  Holiday  of  August,  1914, 
have  we  ever  faced  the  day's  business  without  problem  upon 
problem  of  ever-increasing  perplexity  crowding  upon  our 
harassed,  over-strained  minds. 

Buy !   Buy !   Buy : 

When  the  fatal  news  of  the  Declaration  of  War  broke  in  upon 
us  it  was  difficult  indeed  to  decide  whether  it  were  wise  to  buy 
largely  under  the  circumstances,  owing  jjartiy  to  the  black 
veil  of  uncertainty  concerning  public  demand,  and  partly  to 
ignorance  as  to  how  the  outbreak  of  war  might  upset  it. 

We  know  that  answer  now.  Buy !  Buy  I  Buy  !  should  have 
been  our  motto.  The  only  possible  regret  is  that  nobody 
bought  enough !  And  those  who  failed  to  look  ahead  were 
grievously  caught. 

Adequacy  of  Available  Stall. 

It  was  customary  to  imagine  a  certain  number  on  the  staff 
essential  to  run  a  pharmacy.  But  the  work  is  carried  out  with 
half,  or  less  than  half,  the  former  employees.  It  is  an  estab- 
lished fact  that  when  a  certain  amount  of  work  must  be  done, 
each  individual  accomplishes  more. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  public  have  certainly  reduced  work 
by  their  willingness  to  carry  parcels,  by  refraining  from  tele- 
phoning three  times  in  one  day  for  goods  to  be  delivered  by 
the  pharmacist's  errand-boj-  at  the  other  end  of  the  town.  Such 
dealings  are  now  abolished,  and,  strangely  enough,  the  cus- 
tomers seldom  show  any  resentment  in  being  educated  so 
summarily. 

After-Hours  Slavery  Abolished. 

This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  a  "select"  neighbourhood. 
Here  the  customers  of  the  pharmacist  are  mostly  retired  with 
a  fixed  income,  and  these  have  been  very  hard  hit  by  the  war. 
and  find  the  burden  of  taxation  and  high  cost  of  living  a  seriou- 
ciieck  to  their  sjiending  power.  In  other  directions  there  i- 
compensation  where  income  is  largely  increased,  and  the  peopli 
consequently  are  willing  and  able  to  pay  cash. 

Fellow-pliarmacists  !  What  holds  us  back  from  stepping  out 
firmlv  at  this  psychic  moment  and  placing  our  businesses  on  a 
definite  Cash  Basis?  Never  during  our  lifetime  wih  such  an 
opportunity  recur ! 

Le  Repos  Hebdomadaire. 

A  further  reform  lies  in  the  rigid  rule  of  closing  all  day 
Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays.  The  custom  of  operiing  phar- 
macies has  merely  led  to  abuse.  If  urgent  necessities  were 
required,  there  would  be  sure  to  be  one  qualified  chemist  at 
home  in  the  town  able  and  willing  to  supply.  And,  after  all, 
how  often  do  such  crises  arise?  Not  twice  m  a  year!  Most  of 
the  demands  could  well  be  put  forward  on  Saturday,  or  left 
until  Monday. 

Here  is  the  second  grand  opportunity  which  will  never  recur 
so  favourably  in  our  lifetime.  Are  we  intending  to  remain  sunk 
in  our  deep  English  rut,  or  shall  wo  unite  and  strike  out  now, 
and  so  ensure  the  joys  of  more  freedom  to  the  future  genera- 
tion? Eight  o'clock  closing  has  been  forced  upon  the  trade, 
with  the  utmost  benefit  to  all  concerned.  Let  us  abolish 
booking,  and  secure  Sunday  and  holiday  liberty,  and  we  shall 
feel  different  creatures,  and  do  more  business  than  ever  before. 
A  tired  brain  is  a  muddling  brain,  and  muddling  methods  never 
yet  spelt  for  success. 

War  on  Wasteful  Wrappings. 

The  pharmacist  has  already  been  jeered  at  through  the  daily 
Pros.s  for  his  prodigality  in  wrapping,  and  not  without  reason.  He 
has  his  phvsic  safely  deposited  in  an  impervious  container  and 
duly  labelled.  This  is  but  a  preliminary.  A  carton  is  next 
folded,  into  which  the  bottle  is  thrust.  Then,  to  ensure  perfect 
decency  and  eecrecy,  is  added  an  outer  layer  of  snowy  white, 
carefully  tied  round  with  string. 

During  the  last  thirty  months  paper  of  all  kinds  has  increased 
to  thrice  its  normal  value.  Each  yard  of  string  is  the  former 
price  of  two  yards.  Thousands  of  yards  are  wasted  annually. 
Why  not  cut  this  dead  loss  to  our  profits?  Let  us  cease  to 
re-wrap  cartoned  goods,  or  ceaso  to  employ  cartons.  Supplant 
string  and  Vvax  by  ^n  adhes've  tape  machine  with  ready- 
gummed  strips,  and  we  shall  enjoy  the  credit  of  being  up  to  date, 
while  effecting  a  reduction  quite  worthy  of  consideration. 
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Overhead  Expenses, 

Overhead  expenses  must  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  to  defeat 
the  rapid  rise  in  W2ges,  the  swiftly  mounting  costs  of  stock, 
gas,  mailing,  and  other  such  details.  Begin,  therefore,  by  cut- 
ting out  your  system  of  givmg  credit,  closing  on  Sundays,  and 
practising  economy  in  small  matters. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  at  this  moment,  refrain  from 
employing  more  labour  than  is  actually  essential,  but  in  the 
future  one  might  well  look  back  on  these  strenuous  times  and 
take  a  middle  course,  which  will  certainly  tend  to  lessen  the 
old-time  wage-bsll. 

'  Bad  Conditions  "  Wail. 

Is  it  wise  to  warn  customers  of  prospective  shoilages,  or  to 
explain  that  only  on  account  of  tiie  long-sighted  policy  or 
exceptional  good  luck  of  the  pharmacist  is  he  able  to  supply 
a  certain  article  at  so  reasonaole  a  figure? 

Experience  seems  to  point  most  emphatically  to  its  being  a 
grave  error.  A  careful  study  of  women  buyers  (and  are  they 
not  the  greater  proportion  of  the  clientele  f)  points  to  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  them  in  an  optimistic  frame  of  mind  and 
refraining  from  causing  them  irritation.  The  constant  sug- 
gestion of  advancing  prices,  growing  scarcity,  and  topsy-turvy 
conditions,  has  an  instant  effect  of  reducing"  their  expenditure. 
When  they  recover  from  this  frame  of  mind,  they  decide  to 
deal  with  Mr.  X  instead  of  Mr.  A.  because  they' feel  pretty 
sure,  as  he  refrains  from  harassing  them  with  his  trade 
worries,  he  must  be  charging  at  a  lower  rate.  Mr.  A,  they 
decide,  must  be  a  profiteer.  Keep  the  customer  happy  and 
contented,  and  she  will  remain  a  good  buyer,  despite 
advances. 

It  is  unwise  to  be  perpetually  urging  a  substitute.  If  the 
original  brand  be  unobtainable,  place  its  successor  where  the 
public  will  quickly  perceive  it.  The  unobtainable  perfume, 
face-powder,  or  drug  will  be  cheerfully  given  up  for  the  best 
at  present  available,  provided  that  it'is'not  forced  upon  the 
customer  in  a  tactless  manner.  Let  her,  indeed,  where  possible, 
take  it  upon  her  own  initiative,  and  keep  silent  as  far  as  mav 
be  concerning  the  fate  of  the  original. 


LORD  RHOXDDA  S  NEW  SUG.\R  DISTRIBUTION 
SCHEME. 

The  details  of  this  scheme,  which  is  designed  to  regulate,  if 
nort  to  equalise,  the  distribution  of  sugar  to  manufactmrers  and 
consiuners,  have  now  been  published  The  following  are  it- 
principal  features :— (a)  No  sugar  to  be  retailed  save  by  retailers 
registered  by  a  Local  Food  Control  Committee,  (b)  Each  house- 
hold will  be  enftitled  to  receive  from  the  local  food  office  a  sugar- 
regi.stration  card  to  cover  all  members  of  the  household  not  in 
receipt  of  Government  rations.  A  portion  of  this  card  will  be 
lodged  by  the  householder  with  the  registered  retailer  selected 
by  him.  The  retailer  will  be  required  to  give  preference  to 
registered  customers,  (c)  Caterers  will  have  tiheir  supplies  regu- 
lated according  to  the  average  dailv  number  of  meals  and  the 
sugar  normally  used,  (d)  Institutions  will  be  rationed  mainlv 
1"  r^pect  of  the  number  of  residents.  (e)  Manufacturei-s 
will  be  dealt  with  in  aooordance  with  anv  restrictions  im- 
posed upom  their  use  of  sugar.  {f)  Registered  retailers  will 
receive  supplies  on  the  basis  of  their  registered  customers. 
(Praotisang  pharmacists  in  reitail  business  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  buy  sugar  from  retaikrs  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses oome  m  here.)  (fj)  Sugar  will  be  obtainable  by  caterers, 
manufacturers,  and  registered  reitailers  only  on  suiTender 
of  ToucherB  issued  by  a  looal  food  office.  (/t)  Wholesalers 
will  have  their  supplies  of  sugar  regulated  in  accordance 
with  the  quantit.ies  which  registered  and  other  dealers 
or  users  are  authorised  to  obtain  from  them.  ft)  Severe 
penalties  will  be  prescribed  for  false  statementi  and  other 
offences  under  the  scheme.  After  November  4,  manufacturers 
will  only  be  allowed  to  obtain  sugar  upon  an  authority  obtained 
from  the  Food  Control  Committee.  Senarate  application  will 
have  to  be  made  for  any  branch  establishment,  and  in  some 
cases  separate  applications  will  be  necessary  in  re.?peot  of  dif- 
ferpnt  manufactures  carried  on  in  the  same  premises,  in  virtue 
of  the  differences  in  the  restrictions  of  the  use  of  sugar  imposed 
by  the  Sugar  (Re.striction)  Order,  1917.  In  every  case  the 
application  mu-^t  fee  lodged  not  later  tlian  September  22.  and 
It  must  specify  the  class,  or  rlasses,  of  manufacture  for  which 
sugar  U  required,  and  particulars  as  to  the  manufacturer's 
rjpphes  and  use  of  sugar.  The  manufacturer's  authority  and 
voucher*  will  be  on  blue  oaper  to  distinguish  them  from  authori- 
ties and  vouchers  issued  to  othtr  Dcrsons,  which  will  be  on 
white  paper.  In  the  event  of  a  .shortage  of  suoplies,  white 
vouchers  will  receive  a  certain  measure  of  preference  from 
suppliers  over  blue  vouchers,  except  sueh  as  relate  to  tuvplifi 
for  drugt  and  medicinal  preparaiions.    After  December  30  the 


wholesaler  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  supplies  of  sugar  except 
upon  authorities  issued  by  a  food  control  committee.  If  hie 
application  is  in  order,  ^he  wholesaler  will  receive  from  the  local 
food  ofi5ce  authorities,  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  his 
suppliers,  the  authority  or  authorities  for  supplies  for  manufac- 
turing purposes  being  always  distinct.  Lord  Rhondda  proposes 
to  administer  the  scheme  through  local  food  control  com- 
mittees, which  he  is  inviting  local  authorities,  e.ff..  Town, 
Parish,  and  Urban  Councils,  to  appoint,  to  carry  on  and  develop 
the  admirable  camjjaign  for  the  economical  use  of  'national 
supplies  which  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  by  the  War  Savings 
Committees. 

Time  Table  of  the  Scheme. 

Last  day  for  receipt  at  local  food  office  of  retailer's 

application  to  be  registered   Feptember  15 

Last  day  for  receipt  of  applications  from  caterers,  insti- 
tutions and  mauufacturers    Septdnbcr  22 

Last  day  for  issuing  certilicates   of   registration  to 

retailers    September  52 

Last  day  for  distribution  of  application  forms  to  house- 
holds by  local  post  offices   September  29 

Last  day  foi'  receipt  of  a.pplications  from  public   October  6 

Last  day  for  issue  of  authorities  to  caterers,  institutions 

and  manufacturers   October  9 

Last  day  for  issue  of  sugar  registration  cards  to  public  . .    October  26 

First  day  of  regulation  of  supplies  of  caterers  and  manu- 
facturers  November  4 

Last  day  for  retailers  to  receive  sugar  registration  cards 

from  public   November  5 

Last  day  for  receipt  of  applications  for  authority  from 

registered  retailers   November  12 

Last  day  for  issue  of  authorities  to  retailers    November  23 

Date  as  from  which  distribution  throughout  the  trade  is 

entirely  regulated   December  30 


PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY  COMPETITION. 


REPORT   ON   THE    EXERCISE   FOR   LAST  MONTH. 

Marks  have  been  awarded  for  last  month's  work  as  follows:  — 

Xanthine    96       I       M.  M.  D   84 

Rubidium   94  Paddy   72 

A«archist   89       |       Phoenix   50 

Mr.  B.  Baker  takes  the  first  place  for  the  ninth  time  in  the 
present  series,  and,  being  a  pharmacist,  is  disqualified,  as  lisual, 
from  receiving  a  prize ;  >the  first  prize  is.  therefore,  awarded  to 
Mr.  S.  W.  Atherley,  Nottingham,  and  the  second  prize  to  Mr. 
A.  Thomas,  Clapham  Junction.  These  two  competitors  will 
receive  prizes  of  books  puiblished  at  lOs.  6d.  and  63.  respec- 
tively, if  they  will  let  the  Editor  know  by  August  15  what 
books  they  would  like  to  have.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas  a 
declaration  that  he  is  unqualified,  signed  by  a  phannacist,  will 
also  be  required. 

The  mixture  sent  out  for  examination  consisted  of 

Sublimed  sulphur    3  parts 

Starch    4  „ 

Potassium  chloride    2  ,. 

In  addition,  traces  of  sulphate  and  minute  traces  of  iron, 
calcium,  and  magnesium  were  present  as  impurities. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  this  exercise  was  an 
unusually  easy  one,  starch  and  sulphur  being  substances  which 
no  one  having  pharmaceutical  experience  should  fail  to  identify, 
while  potassium  chloride  is  also  quite  a  simple  and  easily 
detected  compound.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  competitor  failed 
to  identify  either  of  the  principal  ingredients,  all  the  loss  of 
marks  being  therefore  due  to  weakness  in  the  quantitative  work 
or  in  matters  of  detail. 

X0TE.S  TO  Individual  Competitors. 

X.4\THIN'E. — The  mixture  was  very  faintly  acid  to  litmus 
when  tested  by  placing  a  little  of  the  powder  on  moistened 
litmus  paper.  The  sulphur  was  not  precipitated  sulphxir ;  it  is 
not  nearly  suoh  an  easy  matter  to  distinguish  microscop1.3a.ly 
between  the  two  varieties  as  books  sometimes  suggest.  Con- 
gratulations on  your  heading  the  list  for  the  whole  series  of 
competitions  with  such  an  excellent  average. 

Rubidium. — You  should  itest  for  boric  acid  in  the  preliminary 
examination,  and  your  quantitative  result  was  a  trifle  high. 
GtheiTvise  your  work  was  very  good. 

AxARCHlST. — Your  quantitative  result  was  somewhat  inex- 
plicaibly  low,  and  you  should  state  the  physical  appearance  and 
reaction  of  tJhe  mixture ;  otherwise  very  good,  especially  a» 
this  is.  I  think,  the  first  time  that  vou  have  comoeted.  I 
hope  that  you  will  enter  for  the  next  series  of  competitions. 

M.  M.  D. — You  should  give  more  confirmatory  teste,  and' 
you  appear  to  make  little  or  no  attempt  to  detect  imcurities, 
alithough  you  are  now  quite  sufficiently  advanced  to  begin  to  do 
so.  You  should  also  pay  rart-her  more  attention  to  ob.servatioir 
of  the  result?  obtained  in  the  preliminary  tests :  for  instanoe. 
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you  iippareutly  did  not  notice  the  sublimate  of  sulphur  readily 
obtained  on  heating  the  ndxture  in  a  dry  tube. 

1'audy. — Read  remark  to  Xantihino  regarding  the  reaction. 
It  was  a  pity  that  you  could  not  do  the  quantitative  work, 
l)ut  you  di<i  the  remainder  very  well,  considering  the  circum- 
stanctw  under  wliich  you  are  now  working.  Hearty  con- 
gratulations upon  obtaining  the  first  prize  in  the  series  for  the 
.second  time.  I  notice  that  you  have  considerably  improved  upon 
your  average  of  last  year.  I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to 
enter  for  the  next  series. 

Phcknix. — You  will  see  from  your  marks  this  month  that 
merely  finding  all  the  ingredients  of  a  mixture  correctly  does 
not  necessarily  result  in  liigih  marks  (being  obtained ;  methods 
always  count  for  a  very  great  deal  m  practical  chemistry  (both 
in  examinations  and  'elsewhere),  and  imtil  you  alter  your 
methods  very  much  you  will  never  do  really  well,  even  [\\ 
comparatively  simple  exei'ciscs.  I  fear  that  your  only  chance 
of  substantial  and  permanent  improvement  is  to  work  for  some 
time  under  the  personal  supervision  of  a  really  good  teacher. 

Last  month's  exercise  concludes  the  present  series,  and  the 
total  number  of  marks  gained  are  as  follows.  The  column 
marked  "  per  cent."  shows  the  average  number  of  marks  for 
each  exercise  on  which  a  report  was  sent  in.  Two  competitors 
(have  used  more  than  one  pseudonym  in  the  course  of  the 
series,  and  in  these  cases  the  pseudonyms  aie  italicised 
together : — 


Competitor. 


Xantliine   

Paddy   

Natrium   

M.  M.  D  

Kitchener  

Onyx,  Zero,  Plutni) 

H.  E.  B  

Soap,  Canli,  YelloK 
Bill,  Oui-R-Y...  " 

Rubidium  

Guramisclilauch  . 

J.  w.  a  

J.  R.  H  

M.  B  

Rekab  

Cymro  

A.  V  

Samaden   

Oxon   

Bourdon  

Lebrun   

Hexamine  

Anarchist   

Foolshead  

Cryptomania  .. 

Primus   

Kangaroo   

Tyke  

Rhizome  

Avogadro   

V.C  

A.  V.  K  


Total 
marks. 


902 
777 
559 
397 
271 
257 
241 

255 
232 
214 
189 
183 
182 
154 
138 
131 
128 
116 
114 
109 
93 
89 
87 
86 
86 
82 
79 
77 
75 
75 
74 


Per 
cent. 


90.2 
77.7 
79.9 
56.7 
67.7 
36.7 
60.2 

58.7 

77.3 

71.3 

63 

61 

60.7 

30.8 

69 

43,7 

61 

58 

38 

54.5 

46.5 

89 

43.5 

85 

43 

82 

79 

38,5 

75 

75 

74 


Competitor. 


G.  T.  W  

T.  R.  O. 

C.  E.  S  

.\non   

Riijav   

Ora  pro  nobis 

Butite  

•J.  H  

R.  E.  W  

Caledonia  

M.  B  

A.  P.  C  

A.  r>.  T  

E.  S.  M  

Zella   

P.  R.  C  

Covcnia   

Apprentice  . 

Papave   

r.  Li  

Pinder  

[gnoina   

A.  F  

Vertbois  

C.  A.  Q  

Conor  

Veritas 

I.  S  

Excelsior  . . . 

Arson  

C.  G.  K  

Jasmine  


Total 

Per 

marks. 

oent. 

66 

66 

66 

66 

64 

21.3 

62 

62 

62 

62 

60 

60 

52 

26 

52 

52 

51 

51 

50 

50 

47 

47 

46 

46 

43 

43 

43 

43 

41 

41 

40 

40 

39 

19.5 

38 

38 

36 

36 

34 

34 

34 

34 

26 

26 

25 

25 

22 

22 

20 

20 

12 

12 

11 

11 

10 

10 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

As  Mr.  B.  Baker,  who  takes  the  first  place  with  a  high  per- 
centage of  marks,  is  qualified,  the  first  prize  is  won  (for  the 
second  time)  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Reynolds,  Blackpool,  and  the  second 
prize  by  Mr.  F.  Wildman,  Nottingham.  These  comjietitors  will 
receive  prizes  of  books  published  at  20s.  and  10s.  respectively, 
if  they  will  let  tfhe  Editor  know  what  books  they  would  like 
to  have. 

SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Annual  General  Meeting  at  Birmingham,  July,  1917. 

Abstracts  of  papere  :  — 

Some  Principles  of  Industrial  Research  Organisation. 

Br  Herbert  W.  Rowell. 
The  author  submits  that  all  matters  of  research  and  experiment 
in  an  industrial  organisation  should  be  centralised  in  one  labora- 
tory under  the  control  of  one  person  ;  the  initiation,  organisation, 
and  carrying  through  of  all  research  and  experiment.s  'ip  to  the 
experimental  works  stage  should  be  in  sole  charge  of  a  trained 
chemist  or  physicist,  with  works  experience,  responsible  directly 
to  the  executive.  Where  a  problem  requires  the  attention  of 
several  departments,  the  respective  department  heads  should 
meet  .so  that  each  obtains  a  complete  sun'ey  of  the  problem 
in  hand.  Wherever  possible,  the  results  of  research  shotild  he 
covered  by  patent  rights,  and  wiiere  the  publication  of  dis- 


coveries, methods  of  analysis,  and  similar  data  does  not  seriously 
damage  commercial  inberesta,  the  material  should  be  contributed 
to  the  st/ock  of  common  sci';ntific  knowledge.  tJomprehensive 
records  of  all  research  operations  and  results  should  be  pro- 
perly kept  and  indexed,  together  with  typical  and  standard 
specimens  as  working  data  ui  connection  with  the  library. 

Schemes  for  Co-operative  Industrial  Research. 

By  IIerheiit  W.  Rowell. 

The  autlior  fo.i'.muiates  thr(>e  leading  schemes  as  outlines  which 
might  piolitably  be  considered  by  -groups  of  manufacturers,  the 
essential  points  in  question  being :  (1)  The  establishment  of  a 
properly  ecpiipped  laboratory  and  experimental  station  on  such 
a  scale  that  it  could  afford  to  employ  experienced  indu.strial 
research  men  of  high  grade  to  organise  and  supervise  the 
research  and  experiments.  (2)  That  the  manufacturer  rnay 
.safely  impart  all  the  details  of  Ids  proc-osses  to  the  organisation 
without  risk  to  business  interests.  (3)  That  discoveries  made 
should  be  the  property  of  the  manufactur<^r.%  initiating  and 
bearing  the  cost  of  the  experiments,  and  ('1)  that  the  cost  of  the 
experiments  should  be  decidedly  less  than  if  the  manufacturer 
had  eniploved  his  ov.-n  .staff  and  laboratory,  and  tliat  the  pro- 
bability of  "success  should  be  greater.  The  paper  then  proceeds 
to  describe  how  on  these  lines  schemes  of  co-operativo  industrial 
research  might  be  applied  w-ith  advantage  to  the  fol^./^ying  groups 
of  industries,  viz.,  sulphuric  acid,  tar  products,  aiul  pig-iron.  In 
conclusion,  manufacturers  are  warned  that  the  time  for  organisa- 
tion is  sho.'t,  since  the  war  may  soon  be  over,  and  Germany 
cannot  be  deprived  of  hei-  .scientific  intelligence  and  organising 
skill,  while  we  have  to  reckon  with  the  contingencies  of  a  com- 
mercial war  against  countries  like  America  and  Japan,  with 
vast  capital,  scientific  .system  and  resources,  and  business  enter- 
prise.  The  issue,  therefore,  rests  mainly  with  the  directors  of 
British  engineering,  chemical,  and  textile  industries 

The  Synthesis  of  Ammonia  and  Its  Oxidation  to  Nitric  Acid. 

By  Edward  B.  M.axted,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc. 

The  author  states  that,  although  one  million  tons  of  synthetic 
ammonia  sulphate  per  annum  is  manufactured  by  the  Badi.sche 
z\nilin  unJ  Soda  Fabrik,  near  Ludwigshavon,  the  published 
information  regarding  the  pracoss  is  extremely  scanty,  and  on 
the  ground  that  in  the  present  circumstances  it  jnay  be  of  special 
interest,  devotes  his  paper  to  a  description  of  the  work  under- 
taken, and  the  results  obtained  by  his  own  firm  towards  the 
estabMshment  of  a  technically  sound  foundation  for  a  synthetic 
ammonia  industry  in  Great  Britain.  The  most  economical 
method  for  tlio  manufacture  of  pure  nitrogen  is  that  of  low  tem- 
perature separation  from  air  by  utilisation  of  the  Pictot  process. 
Hydrogen  is  obtained  by  the  modified  intermittent  method  from 
water-gas,  which  yields  a  prodilct  of  tho  high  punty  of  elec- 
trolytic hvdrogen,  completely.  fre<'  from  carbon  monoxide.  For 
the  synthesis  of  ammonia  itself,  nitrogen  and  hydrogen  mixed  in 
the  proportions  reipiired  are  compressed  to  a^liigh  degree  in 
order  to  increase  the  equilibrium  value  for  ammonia  at  the 
temperature  at  which  the  catalyst  l>eoomes  active,  this  pressure 
having  as  its  second  efi'ect  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the 
reaction  velocitv  of'  ammonia  formation.  The  most  suitable 
catalysts  available,  excluding  rare  metals,  are  uranium  or  iron— 
the  former  gives  decidedlv  higher  yields  of  ammonia  per  passage 
than  iron,  but  is  only  prepared  and  regenerated  with  difticulty. 
and  is  rapidly  rendered  inactive  by  traces  of  water  or  air  in 
the  reaction  gases.  It  is  preferable  to  employ  iron  oontammg 
traces  of  other  bodies  as  p,romot<-rs.  The  cost  per  ton  of 
synthetic  airmionia  under  normal  conditions  in  this  country 
should  work  out  at  about  £10  to  £12.  The  synthetic  ammoni.-i, 
when  produced,  is  usually  fixed  as  an  ammonium  .salt,  the  sul 
phate  as  a  rule,  or  the  ammonia  may  be  oxidised  to  nitric  acirt, 
and  a  nitrate  formed.  This  salt,  however,  is  delique-scent.  and 
therefore,  cannot  h'.i  transported  in  sacks.  The  oxidation  of 
ammonia  to  nitric  ucid  can  be  effected  by  three  methods:  1 
Oxidarion  by  moans  of  a  platinum  plug  (Ostwald  s  pixwess) ;  (<2) 
oxidation  by  means  of  an  electrically  heated  platinum  net.  and 
(3)  oxidation  by  means  of  base  metal  catalysts.  Substantially 
Siitisfactory  results  have  been  obtaine<l  by  tho  third  method, 
takin"-  advantage  of  tho  activating  inauenco  on  iron  of  certain 
bodies  such  as  bismuth  or  copper.  ■  By  virtue  of  the  high  speed 
of  p.xssage  of  the  reaction  gases  over  the  catalyst,  a  relatively 
small  catalvst  chamber  will  suffice  for  the  oxidation  of  a  com- 
paratively large  amount  of  ammonia  per  hour,  and  since  practi- 
callv  no  power  is  required  for  the  operation,  the  actual  conver- 
sion cost  exclusive  of  that  of  the  neces.sary  matenaU,  is  low. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  power  and  material,  the  direct 
.synthesis  of  ammonia  is  more  than  twice  as  efficient  as  the 
cyanamide  process,  and  more  than  six  times  as  efhcient  a-  tne 
arc  process. 
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LOCAL    INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Aberdeen. — Inspection  of  Prescriptions. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  Aberdeen  Burgh  Insurance  Committee 
an  interesting  report  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Service  Sub-Com- 
mittee, deahng  with  certain  cases  of  dispensing  by  chemists,  was 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  George  Davidson,  convener  of 
the  Sub-Committee.  Mr.  Davidson  road  a  letter  from  the 
Cheaiists'  Committee  suggesting  that  local  inspectors  should  be 
appointed  to  t«st  prescriptions  in  chemists'  slhops,  or,  as  an  alter- 
native proposal,  that  the  C-omniissioners  s'liould  be  asked  to 
appoint  an  inspector  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Davidson 
said  the  Pharmaceutical  Service  Sub-Committee  favoured  the 
second  proposal,  and  the  letter  was  submitted  to  the  Medical 
Benefit  Sub-Committee  for  consideration.  The  Chairman  and 
Messrs.  Lunan,  Milne,  and  Craig  were  aopointed  as  representa- 
tives to  the  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Associatjon  of  Insurance 
Committees,  to  be  held  at  Perth  on  October  26  and  27,  and  Miss 
Hay  was  appointed  as  female  representative  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Sub-Conunittee. 

Barrow. — Insurance  Committee. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Barrow  Insurance  Committee  on 
July  23  it  was  reported  that  a  credit  note  had  been  received 
froH!  the  Commissioners  intimating  that  £55  had  been  granted 
for  the  expenses  of  pricing  in  1916,  and  a  like  sum  for  1917. 
The  total  cost,  however,  for  1915  was  £98  4s.  6d.,  and  it  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee's  representatives  on  the 
Pricing  Bureau  to  take  such  further  action  as  they  might  con- 
sider necessary.  For  the  quarter  ended  March  31  tlie  ( levk 
pointed  out  that  the  total  number  of  prescriptions  was  21.5!:]  ; 
cost,  £573  9s.  lOd. ;  average  cost,  5.65d. 

Coventry.— Insurance  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  July  50,  tlie  Coventry  Insurance  Com- 
mittee resolved  that,  for  the  purpose  of  local  organisation  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  Ministry  of  Health,  the  country 
ehould  be  divided  into  administrative  areas,  and  that  for  each 
area  there  should  be  a  local  administrative  Health  Committee, 
consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Rating  Authority.  Educa- 
tion Committee,  contributories  to  the  Health  Insurance  Scheme, 
the  medical  profession,  and  others. 

London. — Insurance  Committee. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  membor.s  of  the  London  Insurance 
Committee  was  held  on  .July  26  at  the  County  Hall,  Spring 
Gardens.  Mr.  Kingsley  Wcod  and  Mr.  P.  RockclifE  wore 
elected  Chairman  and  Vice-Chainnan  resjiectively  for  the 
ensuing  j-ear.  Mr.  .J.  Ilowarth,  the  retiring  Chairmtn,  was 
accorded  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  his  ser- 
vices during  the  year.  Tlie  General  Purposes  Sub-Comrnittee 
reported  that  for  the  month  of  February  last  the  total 
value  of  the  prescriptions  selected  for  checking  was 
£705,  and  the  number  of  scripts  26,460.  The  Medical 
Benefit  .Sub-Commrttoo  report^-d  thac  they  had  received  a 
communication  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  stating 
that  thev-  had  considered  the  provision  of  a  substitute  for  the 
glywrin  and  .syrup  in  the  London  Insurance  Pharmacopoeia 
preparations,  and  suggested  Mist.  Trag.  Chlorof.  Some  discus- 
sion followed,  during  which  Mr.  Woolcock  said  that  during 
this  war.  as  the  Committee  was  aware,  there  was  a  necessity 
to  economise  in  the  u.se  of  glycerin.  The  quantity  that  they 
could  safelv  u.se  could  not  be  large,  but  they  would  establish 
the  piinciple.  The  substitutes  would  he  only  used  during  the 
war.  With  regard  to  sugar,  they  could  also  save  by  using 
the  mixture  3uggeste<l.  The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Sub- 
Committee  reported  that  they  had  considered  a  complaint  by 
an  insured  person  that  a  chemist  on  the  panel  refused  to  dis- 
ppn.«e  a  prescription  for  her.  and  that  he  was  discourteoue. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  complaint  had  been  substan- 
tiatwl,  and  recommended  that  the  chemist  be  censured.  The 
Committee  fu/ther  reported  that  they  had  considered  a  series 
of  complaints  against  a  chemist  for  refusing  to  dispense  pre- 
acriptionfl  for  insured  persons.  They  had  investigated  two 
of  the  complaints  but  the  chemist  failed  to  reply  to  the  invi- 
tation to  attend  the  inquiry.  They  considered  that  he  should 
be  censured  for  refusing  to  dispense  tVie  prescriptions,  his 
action  in  this  respect  being  a  breach  of  his  agreement  with  the 
Committfo.  The  several  reports  of  the  Committer  were 
adpr)pted. 

Portsmouth.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Portsmouth  Committee,  on 
JTuly  26,  it  was  reporte<l  that  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions issued  by  doctors  ha<l  decreased  by  22  per  cent, 
aince     1914.     The     amount     spent     during     the     year     for  I 


medicines  had  been  £3,521,  plus  £77  for  drugs  under 
sanatorium  treatment.  The  Finance  (Jonimittoe  nresented  a 
return  of  the  pricing  of  prescriptions  for  May,  which  was  as 
follows: — No.  of  scripts,  8,753;  amount  allowed,  £231  2s.  4d.  ; 
cost  per  script,  6.33d.  It  was  ordered  that  the  payments  made 
in  advance  to  chetnists  for  that  month  bo  confirmed,  land  that 
the  relative  balancing  payments  bn  made. — The  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  made  a  report  upon  the  work  of  the 
Pricing  Bureau.  During,  the  first  quarter  of  1917  the  Bureau 
dealt  with  651,335  scripts  (Portsmoutli  34.463),  as  com])arod  with 
618,685  in  the  corres])undiiig  quarter  of  1916  (Poi-tsniouth  37,045). 

Shropshire.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

This  Committee  meit  for  the  first  time  since  it<5  formation,  at 
Shrewsbury,  Mr.  W.  Goweii  Cross  in  the  chair.  Remuneration 
for  Insurance  Dispensing  for  ne.xt  year  was  discussed,  and  there 
was  unanimous  expression  of  opinion  that  the  price  fixed  by 
the  present  tariff  is  uniomunorative,  and  that  at  least  a  return 
to  the  amount  which  the  first  tariff  igavc,  without  the  dis- 
counting fee,  was  only  fair.  The  inaccuracies  of  some  of  the 
chocking  results  ^^.ere  noted,  and  the  Chairman  undertook  to 
write  to  headquarters  on  the  matter.  A  resolution  was  passed 
conveying  the  views  of  the  Committee  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Local  Associations,  an  J  it  was  resolved  to  summon  a 
meeting  of  panel  chemists  of  the  county  in  September  next. 

Southport. — Insurance  Committee. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Southport  Insurance  Committee 
took  place  on  July  31,  wlien  Mr.  J.  Gordon  was  re-elected 
Chairman,  and  Mr.  D.  Richards  was  elected  Vice-Chairman. 
On  the  election  of  the  Medical  Benefit  Sulb-Committee,  Mr.  J. 
Priestley  suggested  that  both  representatives  of  the  chemist* 
should  be  placed  on  that  sub-committee.  At  the  last  meeting 
they  had  to  adjourn  one  matter  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no 
representative  of  the  chemists  present.  This  the  meeting 
approved  of,  and  elected  Mr.  J.  Righton,  in  addition  to  Mr.  F. 
Battersby,  who  was  already  a  memljer  of  the  Committee. 

Warwickshire. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Comniittee  met  on  July  18  and  carefully 
considered  the  report  on  the  remuneration  afforded  by 
National  Health  Insurance  dispensing  and  the  tariff  proposals 
foi-  1918,  and  decided  to  support  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive Coiniuittee  in  their  efforts  towards  improvement  of  the 
tariff.  It  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  panel  chemists  for 
.luly  26.  The  Panel  Committee  had  acknowledged  favourably 
the  offer  of  the  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  private  dispensing 
of  medical  men,  and,  a  copy  of  the  clerk's  letter  had  been  sent 
to  each  doctor  on  tlie  panel.  The  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
commufiicate  with  the  Panel  and  Insurance  Committee  in 
regard  to  methylated  liniments  on  the  lines  indicated  in 
P.S.  38.  The  meeting  of  panel  chemists  was  hell  at  Leaming- 
ton on  July  26  and  resulted  in  a  unanimous  decision  to  support 
the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee's  proposals  and 
the  appointment  of  delegates  to  attend  tlie  Birmingham 
meeting. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


SOUTH-WESTERN.— On  August  1,  the  South-West  London 
Pharmacists'  Association  entertained  110  wounded  soldiers  at 
"  The  Firs,"  Clapham  Park.  Despite  the  rain,  the  poor  boys 
were  given  a  right  good  time — ^games  for  170  prizes,  sweets, 
fruit,  refreshments,  and  a  good  two  hours'  concert,  provided  by 
professionals.  Thirty-four  pounds  having  been  collected  from 
members,  the  men  were  treated  well.  Possibly  other  Associa- 
tions would  find  pleasure  in  afloraing  so  much  enjoyment  to 
the  boys  who  have  "  done  their  bit "  and  suffered  that  we 
might  be  safe  from  danger. 

THE  PROGRESSIVE  PHARMACY  CLUB.— At  a  meeting 
of  the  guarantors  held  on  August  1  the  foUou-iiig  were  elected 
to  servo  on  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number: — Messrs.  C.  Breese, 
G.  W.  Evans,  J.  Hearle,  F.  G.  Hines,  A.  R.  Keith,  J.  Kirk- 
patriok,  J.  Milner,  H.  Skinner,  E.  F.  Strickland,  A.  T.  Styles, 
J.  A.  Thompson,  and  H.  Wolff.  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner  was 
unanimously  elected  Chairman  and  first  President  of  the  Club, 
and  Mr.  John  Humphrey  was  appointed  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  date  of  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  mem- 
hers  was  altered  to  Wednesday,  October  4,  1917.  It  was  re- 
ported that  the  Club  premises  were  now  open  for  the  use  of 
members,  but  that  some  httle  time  must  elapse  before  every- 
thing was  arranged  and  in  complete  working  order.  It  was 
hope<i,  howeiver,  that  the  rearranging  and  special  furnishing  of 
the  clubroom  would  be  completed  during  the  month  of  August. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 

Answers  to  Questions. 

August  1. 
MiNiSTBT  OF  Health. 
Mr.  Bonar  Law  informed  Major  Chappie  tliat  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  yet  decidetl  to  establisli  a  Ministry  of  Health, 
they  could  not  entertain  his  proposal  to  set  up  a  Commission 
to  draft  a  scheme  for  the  consolidation  of  all  existinj?  laws 
affecting  public  health  administration. 

August  2. 

Unregistered  Pr.\ctitionehs  of  De.vtistht. 
dep.4ktmental  committee. 
Replying  to  a  series  of  questions  by  Mr.  Raffan  and  other 
members,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  explained  that  the  Committee  is  not 
composed  mainly  of  medical  men  and  qualified  dentists.  There 
are  only  four  such  persons  out  of  the  total  of  eight  members, 
and  of  these  only  one  is  in  practice.  No  legislation  is  proposed, 
but  the  Committee  is  asked  to  consider  the  propriety  of  proposing 
it.  The  greatest  care  will  be  taken  to  obtain  the  evidence  of 
unregistered  practitioners  of  defitistry.  The  war  has  accen- 
tuated the  scarcity  of  qualified  dentists,  and  the  object  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  at  the  present  time  is  to  prepare 
the  way  for  legislation,  if  desirable,  on  the  return  of  peace. 

Army  Medical  Service. 
Replying  to  Major  David  Davies.  Mr.  MaoPherson  (the 
Under-Secretarv  for  War)  stated  that  his  Department  had  some 
time  ago  consiaered  the  question  of  setting  up  a  separate  Army 
Medical  Service  Department,  but  had  decided  that,  in  the 
meantime,  such  a  change  would  'be  inopportune. 

Use  of  Cocaine  by  UNEEcrsTEEED  Practitioners  of 
Dentistry. 

Mr.  Brace  informed  Mr.  Yeo  that  the  Government  propcsed 
to  defer  the  carrying  out  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Departmental  Committee,  which  would  involve  setting  up 
machinery  for  the  registration  of  unqualified  persons  practising 
dentistry  pending  the  inquiry  of  the  new  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, which  would  go  into  the  w'hole  subject.  And  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Neville,  Mr.  Brace  stated  that  the  permit  for  unregis- 
tered practitioners  of  dentistry  to  use  local  anaesthetic  solutions 
containing  not  more  than  1  per  cent,  of  cocaine  would  be 
continued  until  further  notice. 

August  8. 
Closing  of  Shops. 
Replying  to  Mr.  G.  J.  Bentham,  who  stated  that  traders  are 
under  the  impression  that  they  need  not  close  their  shops  at 
8  p.m.  provided  they  do  not  serve  customers,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary said:  "The  expression  used  in  the  Compulsory  Closing 
Order  is  '  closed  for  the  serving  of  customers,'  and  is  the  same 
as  that  used  in  the  Shops  Act,  1912.  The  view  taken  by  the 
Home  Office  has  been  that  the  expression  means  something  more 
than  that  customers  shall  not  be  served,  and  that  some  steps 
must  be  taken  hy  closing  the  doors,  putting  up  the  shutters,  cover- 
ing up  goods,  or  otherwise,  to  jnake  it  clear  that  the  shop  is  no 
longer  open  for  that  purpose." 

The  Corn  Production  Bill — The  Stockholm  Conference. 

The  Corn  Production  Bill  has  now  been  sent  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  other  doings  in  the  House  of  Commons  have  been 
rather  overshadowed  by  Labour  consultations  outside,  concern- 
ing the  Stockholm  Conference. 

Unregistered  Dental  Practice  Departmental  Committee. 

Mr.  Raffan  (Liberal,  Leigh)  has  received  over  100  letters  of 
support  from  M.P.'s  who  wish  to  back  his  request  that  Lord 
Curzon  should  add  some  representatives  of  unregistered  dentists 
to  the  Committee  which  he,  as  Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
has  set  up  to  investigate  the  question  of  registration  in  the 
dental  profession.  Lord  Curzon  has  been  asked  to  receive  a 
deputation  from  the  members  who  support  the  unregistered 
dentista.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  matter  is  of  phajxna- 
oeutical  interest,  not  only  because  pharmacists  cpccasionally  act 
as  dentists  in  emergencies,  but  because  the  relations  of  dentists, 
registered  and  unregistered,  may  react  by  analogy  on  those  of 
pharmacists  and  herbalists. 

Calling  Up  of  Doctors  for  Army  Medical  Service. 

Mr.  J.  Lin  Macpherson,  Under  Secretary  of  War,  on  Tuesday 
stated  that  there  had  been  no  arbitrary  caUing  up  of  doctors  for 
medical  service  to  the  danger  of  the  heaJth  of  th<}  civil  popula- 


tion. The  calling  up  of  doctors  was  done  by  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  War  Office.  Pressed  further  on  Wednesday,  ha 
announopd  that  the  War  Office  was  setting  up  a  small  Committee 
to  investigate  the  use  we  make  of  doctors  in  France. 

Insurance  Disablement  and  Other  Benefits. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Tyson  Wilson  (Lahour,  Westhoughton) 
asked  Mr.  Bonar  Law  whether  the  Government  would  now  in- 
crease to  at  least  7s.  6d.  the  present  weekly  disablement  benefit 
of  5s.  paid  under  the  Insurance  Act. — iMr.  Buxton  (Liberal,  N. 
Norfolk)  also  asked  whether  to  meet  the  increa.sed  cost  of  living 
the  benefits  under  the  Act  would  be  increased  proportionately 
to  the  increase  in  Old  Age  Pensions. 

•Sir  Edwin  Cornwall,  representing  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners, replied.  Ho  said  such  an  increase  would  involve  a  large 
addition  to  the  contributions  of  employers  and  employetl,  and 
this  the  Government  could  not  contemplate. 


INDIAN  ITEMS. 


Personal.— Mr.  H.  J.  Reynolds,  late  of  Messrs.  Treacher  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Bombay,  has  joined  Messrs.  Peake,  Allen,  and  Co., 
Lucknow.  He  is  in  charge  o*^  their  Himalayan  branch  at  Naini 
Tal.  Mr.  H.  W.  Thomas,  F.C.S.,  after  twenty  years'  service, 
has  been  admitted  a  partner  into  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Smith, 
Stanistreet,  and  Co.,  Calcutta.  Mr.  Thomas  is  works  manager 
of  the  firm's  Entally  works. 

Opium  Maul. — When  searching  a  Chinese  steamer  at  Ran- 
goon, in  mail  week,  the  Excise  department  came  upon  two  bags 
of  raw  Bengal  opium  in  the  coal  bunkers,  under  15  feet  of  coaL 
Each  bag  contained  sixty-eight  cakes  of  opium,  valued  collec- 
tively at  Rs.8,000.    No  arrests  have  yet  been  made. 

Indigo.— Messrs.  Moran  and  Co.  issued  the  following  report 
in  mail  week :— Clearances  of  Gudh  and  Benares  indigo  con- 
tinue good,  and  the  quantity  left  of  desirable  qualities  is  now 
reduced  to  small  dimension*.  Sales  have  beea  confined 
exclusively  to  the  U.S.A.,  and  it  would  appear  that  their  require- 
ments are  by  no  means  satisfied.  We  are  coming  very  near  the 
point  where,  to  fill  any  further  requirements,  either  a  lower 
grade  of  Oudh  must  be  taken,  or  a  high  quality  of  Behar,  for 
most  of  the  low-testing  Behar  indigo  has  been  disposed  of. 

Opium  in  Soap.— A  Chinaman  named  Ahmow  was  prosecuted 
at  Calcutta  in  mail  week  on  a  charge  of  having  attempted  to 
export  to  Shanghai  30  lbs.  of  opium.  He  had.  the  prosecution 
alleges,  forwarded  to  the  docks  for  shipment  fifty  oases  of 
"Scissors"  bar  soap  Three  of  the  cases,  on  examination  by 
the  Customs  authorities,  were  found  to  contain  a  tin  of  opium 
each,  weighing  30  lbs.  in  all.    The  trial  is  proceeding. 

Trade  Commissioner.— A  telegram  from  Simla  in  mail  week 
states  that  Mr.  D.  T.  Chadwick,  Indian  Civil  Service,  who  was 
recently  on  deputation  to  Russia,  France,  ajid  Italy,  with  a 
view  to  promoting  commercial  relations  between  India  and  those 
countries,  has  been  appointed  the  first  Indian  'Trade  Commis- 
sioner in  London.  His  principal  function  will  be  the  ai^sistance 
of  Indian  export  trade.  He  will  advise  the  commercial  public 
in  their  search  for  fresh  markets  for  Indian  products,  and  in 
establishing  new  commercial  connections  within  the  Empire,  and 
will  help  Indian  industrialists  in  their  inquiries  regarding 
machinery  and  processes  of  manufacture. 

Poppy  Prospects. — The  investigations  on  the  poppy-plaJit  con- 
ducted at  C'avvnpore  by  Messrs.  Leake  and  Annett,  the  special 
chemists,  have  already  yielded  important  results.  It  has  been 
shown  that  the  variable  and  generally  low  morphine  content 
of  Indian  opium  was  largely  a  matter  of  the  method  of  collec- 
tion practised,  and  that,  with  some  alteration  in  these  methods, 
the  standard  required  for  medicinal  purposes  can  be  fully  main- 
tained. When  this  is  combined  with  the  introduction  of  selected 
varieties  of  poppy,  it  is  believed  that  a  morphine  content  at  least 
as  high  as  that  of  Turkish  opium  can  be  ensured,  and  there  ia 
thus  a  possibility  of  permanently  securing  the  trade  after  the  war. 

A  Cocaine  Case.. — During  mail  week  an  important  point  of 
law  was  raised  in  a  case  in  which  an  Excise  inspector  charged  a 
Bengalee  tailor's  aesistant  with  b.^iiig  in  possession  of  six  packets 
of  cocaine.  The  pleader  read  Sections  76  and  77  of  the  Bengal 
Excise  Act,  and  said  the  former  Section  clearly  stated  that  the 
person  arrested  with  the  property  was  to  be  taken  either  to  the 
Collector,  an  Excise  officer,  or  the  nearost  police-station ;  and 
that  the  accu.wl  and  the  property  seieed  were  to  be  made  over. 
In  this  case  the  articles  seized  were  not  made  over,  but  were 
taken  away  by  the  arresting  inspector.  The  pleader  contended 
that  there  was  no  guarantee  that  the  identical  stuff  seized  wa« 
produced  before  the  analyst.    The  case  vraa  adjourned. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thuksday,  August  9,  1917. 

Owing  to  the  intervention  of  Angust  Bank  Holiday  busi- 
ness has  naturally  been  quiet,  and  price  movements  have  not 
been  numerous.  Quinine  is  firm,  and  a  further  advance  is  by 
no  means  improbable  in  view  of  the  statistdcal  position ;  com- 
paratively heavy  inroads  were  made  into  the  London  stock 
last  month,  which  is  consequently  much  reduced,  the  stock, 
in  fact,  being  less  than  one-tihird  the  quantity  at  the  corre- 
sponding date  last  year  and  less  than  one-fifth  that  oi  two 
years  ago.  Olive  Oil  is  likely  to  become  much  scarcer  in  view 
of  the  prohibition  of  exports  from  the  two  principal  producing 
countries.  Codeine  is  dearer,  but  Morphine  Hydrochloride  is 
unchanged.  A  further  advance  in  the  value  of  Strychnine  is 
not  improbable. 

Acetanilide. — ^The  easier  tendency  noted  last  week  (and  due 
to  the  arrival  of  supplies  from  the  United  States)  is  still 
noticeable ;  value  is  about  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Acetic  Acid. — For  80  per  cent,  quotations  range  from  150s. 
to  160s. 

Acetylsalicylic  .\cid. — ^Continues  in  good  demand,  with 
price  fully  steady'at  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Almond  Oil.— Unchanged  at  2s.  8d.  to  2?.  9d.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity. 

Amidopyrine. — Rather  scarce  at  75s.  per  lb. 

Atropine. — Pure  crvstal  alkaloid,  140s.  per  oz. ;  sulphate, 
125s. 

Batsam  Peru. — Firm  at  about  18s.  per  lb.  for  good  B  P. 

Barbitone. — Value  is  round  about  110s.  per  lb. 

Bleaching  Powder. — Quiet,  but,  although  scarce  at  the 
source,  second-hand  parcels  have  been  ottering  at  figures 
below  those  recently  ruling. 

Borax. — 37s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  38s.  for  powder. 

Boric  Acid. — ^52s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  64s.  for  powder. 

Bromides.— Firm  at  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  the  Potassium  Salt 
(crystal);  Ammonium  Bromide,  3s.  7d.  per  lb.;  Sodium 
Bromide,  2s.  9d. 

Caffeine. — While  the  nominal  value  quoted  by  makers  is 
40s.  per  lb.,  second-hand  holders  continue  to  be  able  to  get 
good  premiums.  ^ 

Campiior. — ^F-rm  on  basis  of  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Einglisih 
belLs ;  makers  cannot  offer  blocks  until  they  have  cleared  off 
accumulated  orders. 

Cassia  Oil. — Firm  at  5s.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Caustic  Potash.— Nominal ;  350s.  for  88  to  90  per  cent. 

Chamomiles. — The  value  of  French  is  about  370s.  for  old 
flowers. 

Citric  Acid. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  aDout  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil.— Firm  at  10s,  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cocaine. — Continues  scarce  and  firm  at  about  30s.  per  oz.  for 
the  hydrochloride. 

Codeine. — ^Dearer  at  25s.  per  oz.  for  the  purs  alkaloid 
crystals ;  Phosphate,  22s.  per  oz. 

Cod'liver  Oil. — The  pos'tion  is  unchanged,  value  being 
about  440s.  to  450=.  for  la.st  year's  oil  of  good  brands. 

Coriander  Seed. — 70s.  spot  or  Morocco. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Firm  at  255s.  for  98  per  cent,  powder. 

Cummin  Seed. — Value  of  spot  is  65s. 

Emetine. — 5.s.  5d.  per  gramme  for  the  pure  and  4s.  for  the 
hydrochloride. 

Eserine. — 9s.  per  gramme  for  the  pure  and  8s.  for  the 
sulpliate. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — Value  i.s  about  2s.  5d.  per  lb. 
Fnenuj^reek  Seed.— .Spot  is  quoted  £40.  ' 
Formaldehyde. — For  small  lots  on  the  *po,t  value  is  not  far 
•hMt  of  130s. 

Glucose. — ^Unchan.ged  at  about  53s.  per  bwt. 

Hexamine. — Barely  .steady  at  about  3s,  6d.  per  lb. 

Iodine  Preparations. — 'Makers  lay  stress  upon  the  reduction 


claiLse  protecting  buyers  against  any  further  decline  for  four- 
teen days  from  date  of  invoicing. 

Iodoform. — Unchanged  at  17s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Japan  Wax. — ^Steady  at  78s.  for  good  squares. 

Methyl  Salicylate. — Unchanged  at  5s.  per  lb. 

Morphine. — Home  trade  requirements  only  are  being  filled 
at  13s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride  powder;  Morphine 
Diacetyl  Hydrochlor.  and  Ethyl  Hydrocfhlor.  are  again  5s.  per 
oz.  dearer. 

Neroli  Oil. — Dearer  in  consequence  of  shortage  of  labour 
for  picking  the  flowers. 

Oils. — Castor  Oil,  ordinary  £80,  Pharmaceutical  £88 ;  Coco- 
nut Oil,  crude  £70,  ditto  refined  £85 ;  Cotton  Oil,  crude  £60, 
ditto  refined  Soap  Oil  £67,  ditto  refined  Edible  Oil  £75,  ditto 
American  refined  £95 ;  Linseed  Oil,  raw  £58,  ditto  boiled  £61, 
ditto  refined  £63  ;  Palm  Kernel  Oil,  crude,  extracted  £51,  ditto 
crude  crushed  £52,  ditto  refined  £67 ;  Palm  Oil,  unbleached 
£44,  ditto  'bleached  £50 ;  Rapeseed  Oil,  crude  £66,  ditto  re- 
fined £71,  ditto  edible  £81 ;  Soya  Oil,  crude  £60,  ditto  refined 
£75.  All  the  foregoing  prices  are  for  oil  at  per  ton  net  naked 
ex  ship,  mill  or  ware/house  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Packages 
may  be  charged  extra  at  current  market  rates,  but  not  exceed- 
ing £4  per  ton  on  the  oil  or  fat. 

Olive  Oil. — 'Stocks  are  much  reduced,  and  in  view  of  the 
prohibition  on  exports  from  both  Italy  and  Spain  the  article 
is  likely  to  become  much  scarcer. 

Opium. — Persian  of  good  quality  is  available  at  about  48s. 
per  lb.  ;  druggist's  is  almost  unobtainable. 

Orange  Oil. — The  position  is  unchanged,  value  being  about 
lis.  per  lb. 

Oxalic  Acid. — is.  6d.  per  lb.  delivered  London. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Firm  at  13s.  6d.  to  14s.  per  lb.  for  Wayne 
County  Oil  in  tins  and  18s.  6d.  for  H.G.H.  Japanese  demen- 
tholised  is  firm  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Firm  at  87s.  6d.  to  90s.  per  lb. 

Phenazone. — -Unchanged  at  about  60s.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — Offers  at  14s.  per  lb.  or  a  little 
under. 

"Prussiate  of  Potash. — About  3s.  7d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — ^The  position  is  practically  unchanged  and  value 
about  2s.  lOd.  per  oz.  for  the  sulphate.  Stocks  are  greatly  re- 
duced. 

Resorcin — Is  quoted  at  about  80s.  per  lb. 
Rosin. — Common  strained,  32s.  spot. 
Sal  Ammoniac. — ■Crushed,  75s. 
Salicin. — Value  is  about  25s.  per  lb. 

Salicylates. — The  Acid  is  firm  at  round  about  8s.  per  lb., 
while  the  Scxla  Salt  fetches  fully  9s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Scammony  Resin — Value  is'  about  8s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Firm  at  3s.  8d.  to  3s.  9d.  for  "Red 
Ship  "  brand. 

Strychnine. — ^A  farther  advance  in  price  is  not  improbable 
in  view  of  the  increasing  difficulty  of  obtaining  Nux  Vomica. 
Present  quotation  is  3s.  lid.  to  4s.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  crystal 
alkaloid  ;  Hydrochloride,  3s.  9d.  to  3s.  lOd.  per  oz.  :  Sulphate, 
3s.  8d.  to  3s.  9d. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Firm  at  about  220s.  per  cwt. 

Suiphonal. — Firm  at  abo'ut  44s.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid.— Unchanged  at  3s.  per  lb. 

Olive  Oil. — The  following  official  statistics  of  the  production 
of  Olives  and  Olive  Oil  in  Spain  in  1916,  as  compared  with 
1914  and  1915,  have  recently  been  issued  : — 

Year.  Profluction  of  Olives.         Production  of  Olire  Oil. 

Metric  Tons.  Metric  Tons. 

19l'i   1,181,451    207,765 

1915   1,772,887    316,108 

1916   1,146,599    207.115 

rtectara  =  2  47  acres.  Metric  ton  =  2201-61b. 

The  total  area  under  olive  cultivation  in  Spain  (including  the 
Balearic  Islands)  in  1916  was  approximately  1,487.000  hectares 
fas  compared  with  1,481,900  hectares  in  1915),  the  chief 
Provinces  concerned  being  C/ordaba,  235,700  hectares;  SeA^ille. 
223,470  hectares;  Jaen,  212,000  hectares;  Lerida,  106,800 
hectares ;  and  Tarragona,  71,830  hectares. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 


s  name  was  intwlveiitently  omitted 
jiittondance  at  the  Council  meoting 

Messrs.  Boots  (Souitherii),  Limited, 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
(Surrey)  Lodge  on  August  1. 
M.P.,  Pa.rliaineiitary  Secretary  to 
!has  iheeu  fippointed  Piaiiliamcnrtary 
Addison,    tlio   new   Minister  for 


the  stafT  of  Messiis. 
le  and  manufacturing 
i  at  present  in  hosfpibal 

Wren,  of  Potter  and 

ioutenant  to  the  Essex 
Somme  fighting  as  a 
and  -vvas  recommendod 


Mr.  John  F.  Harriiij^ton 

fix)m  the  list,  of  members  in 
on  August  1. 

Mr.  Stephen  F.  Clark,  of 
London  staff,  wis  initaait-ed 
Druids  at  the  North  Sheen 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
the  Pharmaceutioiil  Society, 
Private    Seorotary  to  Dr. 
Roconstruotion. 

Pioneer    S.    Wright,    formerly  on 
Harkness,  Beaumont  and  Co.,  wholes 
chemists,  Juinobion  Bridge,  Edinbuaigh,  is 
in  England  suffering  from  trench  i&ver 

Mr.  R.  W.  Wren,  son  of  Mr.  R.  C. 

Clarke,  Ijtd.,  has  been  gazetted  second-li 
Regiment.    He  has  been   through  the 

Crivate  with  the  Queen's  Westminster, 
y  his  officers  for  a  commission. 

Mr.  E.  L.  N.  Nelson,  Ph.C,  fomnerly  Armbrecht.— By  a 
deed-poll  of  Auigust  1,  Mr.  Eniest  Louis  Nelson  Armbredlit, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  73,  Duke  Street,  G'roe\'enor  Square, 
LorKlon,  iliis  wife  and  two  daughters,  have  renounced  the  name 
of  Armbrec.ht  and  assumed  and  adopted  the  name  of  Nelson. 

Lieut.  Rupert  Vance  Moon,  V.C.,  nephew  of  Mr.  Harry 
Moon,  Dejjuty  Registrar  of  the  Society,  was  one  of  the  group 
of  heroes  invested  with  the  Victoria  Cross  by  his  Majesty 
the  King  at  Buckingham  Palace  on  August  3.  In  the  Jourjial 
of  Juno  23  last  we  had  the  (privilege  of  giving  a  portrait  of 
Lieut.  Moon  and  some  account  of  the  gallant  deed  whidi  won 
for  him  this  rare  land  coveted  honour. 


BIRTH. 

Daniel.— On  July  31,  at  71,  Tyrwhitt  Road,  St.  John's,  S.E., 
the  wife  of  H,  G.  Daniel  (Bedford  and  Co.,  6,  St.  Swithin's  Lane, 
E.C.)— a  son. 

MARRIAGES. 


Hunter— Pritchard.— On  August  7,  at  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  the  Rev.  R.  N.  'Stoddard,  Norah, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  Pritchard,  of  Newcastle,  to 
Staff.Sergeant  W.  W.  Hunter,  M  P.S.,  R.A.M.C.,  son  of  Mi-s. 
and  the  late  J.  D.  Hiuiter,  Castle  Blair  Park,  Dunfermline, 
Fife. 

Savage— Abbott.— On  August  8,  at  St.  Augustine's  Church, 
Sheffield,  W.  .J.  Savage,  Sec.  Lieut.,  Royal  Haghkndei's  (the 
Black  Watch),  formerly  representing  Parke,  Davis  and  Co.  in 
the  north  of  Scotland,  to  Elsa,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Abbott.  498,  Ecolesall  Road,  Sheffield. 


DEATHS. 


Brunker. — On  July  30,  1917,  at  his  residence,  18,  Grosvenor 
Place,  Rathmines,  Dublin,  suddenly,  James  Edward  Brunker, 
M.A.,  T.C.D.,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  G.  Brunker,  M.D.,  Dun- 
dalk.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Brunker  was  born  in  Dundalk  in  the  year 
1841,  and  was  educated  at  the  local  grammar  school.  In  1874 
he  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  Dublin  University.  In 
the  same  year  Mr.  Brunker  made  his  entry  into  pharmacy, 
and  immediately  following  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1875  he 
imdoruent  with  success  the  licence  examination  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland.  In  1874  he  opened  a  retail  phar- 
macy at  68,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin,  where  he  carried  on  business 
until  tlie  beginning  of  1900,  when  he  relinquished  his  interest 
in  the  concern.  In  1901  ho  was  appointed  AdN-ising  Chemist 
to  the  Ix)cal  Government  Board,  a  position  which  [he  occupied 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  his  duties  being  to  analyse  drugs 
and  analyse  and  report  upon  samples  of  such  in  connection  with 
the  Poor  Law  Union  supply  of  medicines  throughout  Ireland. 
Throughout  his  life  he  took  a  keen  interest  in  analytical  science, 
and  his  efforts  were  at  all  times  directed  to  securing  pure  sup- 
plies of  drugs  to  workhouses  throughout  the  country.  Ho  was 
twice  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  The 
death  of  Mr.  Brunker  is  widely  regretted,  and  much  sympathy 
is  expressed  with  the  bereaved  relatives. 

Gunn. — On  August  4,  at  Duns,  Berwickshire,  Mary,  widow  of 
the  late  William  Gunn,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  82. 


Sanders. — On  August  1,  at  "Cleveland,"  Marshall's  Road, 
Sutton.  Surrey,  Francis  Theodore  Sanders,  dhemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  59. 

Evans. — On  Augu.st  2,  John  James  Evans,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Braokoii/wood,  Higher  Belbington,  Cheshire,  ex- 
chairman  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Limited,  of 
Liverpool,  London,  and  New  York.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Evans,, 
wlio  was  an 
alderman  of  the 
Cheshire  County 
Council,  left 
home  on  the 
morning  of  his 
d  o  a  t  h,  alJpar- 
ently  in  normal 
health,  to  attend 
the  quarterly 
imecting  of  tihe 
Council  at  Ches- 
ter. As  chairman 
of  the  Finance 
Co'mniittee,  he 
had  just  moved 
the  adoption  of 
the  financial  re- 
port and  resumed 
Jiis  seat  when  he 
had  a  fatal 
seizure.  His  tragic 
demise  created  a 
painful  sensation 
and  profound  re- 
gret throughout 
Livenpool  a.nd 
Cheshire,  where 
he  was  well 
known  and  highly 
respected.  De- 
scended   fi-om  a 

Worcester  family  and  born,  of  a  'Scottish  mother,  in  Liverpool, 
on  May  16,  1842,  Mr.  Evans  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  lato 
Mr.  Edward  Evajis  ajid  grandson  of  Mr.  John  Evans,  who, 
wuth  Mr.  J.  S.  Lescher,  founded  the  firm  which  is  now  known 
ail  over  the  world  as  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Limited. 
He  received  part  of  his  early  education  in  Dumfriesshire, 
afterwards  studying  languages  on  the  Continent.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  began  his  apprenticeship  in  the  London  (branch 
of  his  father's  firm,  then  carried  on  under  the  style  of  Evans 
and  Lescher.  He  was  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
in  1868,  a,nd  returned  to  his  native  city  as  an  assistant  to  his 
father.  After  settling  in  Liverpool  he  underwent  a  course  of 
instruction  in  chemistry  under  Dr.  J.  Sheridan  Muspratt.  He 
was  admitted  a  partner  in  the  firm  in  1863  at  the  early  ag« 
of  twenty-one,  and  soon  as.sumed,  and  until  the  end  of  1916 
continued  to  take,  a  leading  part  in  the  business.  On  his 
resignation  of  the  chairmanship  and  his  scat  on  the  directorato 
in  Dec^ember,  1916,  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  presen- 
tation from  the  Liverpool,  London,  and  Amerioan  staffs,  and 
also  of  hundreds  of  lettera  of  tribute  and  ajppreciation  from 
colleagues  and  competitors  in  the  trade.  He  was  an  ex- 
President  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  a  position 
now  held  by  his  younger  brother,  ;Mr._  William  P.  Evans. 
At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  he_  was  elected' 
an  honorary  memher  las  a  token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  his  fellownmembers  and  to  mark  his  retirement 
from  the  chairmanship  of  the  firm.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Mei-sey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  to  which  he  was 
nominated  a  Conunissioner  for  life  by  the  Government  in 
1891.  He  had  served  as  a  member  and  chairman  of  the 
Higher  Bdbington  Urban  District  Council.  In  connection 
with  the  Railway  Ratos  Commission  and  the  Wallasey  Em- 
bankment Commission  his  work  received  well-merited  recog- 
nition. He  -was  also  a  magistrate  for  Cheshire  and  took  a 
prominent  and  influential  part  in  education,  temperance  and 
social  reform,  was  an  active  and  devoted  meinbor  of  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church,  and  had  long  been  an  elder  of 
the  Rook  Ferry  Church,  having  been  elected  to  that  office 
when  ho  was  only  twenty-three  years  of  a^e.  Mr.  Evans 
married  at  an  earlv  age  Sarah  Catherine,  elflest  daughtor  of 
Mr.  David  Everett,"  F.R.C.S.,  J.P.,  of  Worcester,  who  reoently 
pre-deceased  him,  and  he  leaves  adult  sons  and  tlaughters. 
Two  of  his  sons,  Mr.  .1.  H.  E.  Evans,  manager  of  the  Liver- 
pool laboratories,  and  Mr.  K.  W.  E.  Evans,  are  directors  of 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb.  The  funeral,  which  was 
largely  attended  hv  all  sections  of  the  cximmunity,  took  place 
at  Boijington  Cemetery  on  Auigust  4.  The  Liverpool  ChemiatB 
Association  was  represented  by  Messrs.  W.  Wellmg- 
(Treasurer)  and  .John  -Tones. 
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ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Private  A.  BrantOll>  of  the  Highland  Light  Infantry — who  is 
now  reported  as  having  died  of  wounds  retcived  in  a  recent 
engagement — was  formerly  employed  with  a  well-known  chemist 
and  druggist  in  Musselburgh  before  enlisting  in  Jime  of  last 
year.  The  deceased  hero  was  sent  to  tlie  front  in  January  last,  | 
and  his  two  brothers  are  also  in  uniform — one  in  Mesopotamia  / 
and  the  other  in  France. 

2nd  Lieut.  Gerald  Lenton,  who  died  on  July  27,  from 
wounds  received  in  action  on  July  26,  aged  35,  was  appren- 
ticed to  Mr.  Joseph  Hymde  Payne,  of  Thrapston,  subsequently 
in  the  manufacturing  la.boratory  of  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders 
and  Kemp,  Limited,  Liverpool  (now  Ayrton,  Saundei-s  and 
Co.,  Limited).  He  studied  for  the  Minor  at  Muter's  College, 
where  he  obtained  the  Silver  Medal  in  Chemistry.  After 
passing  the  Minor  he  studied  a.t  the  Society's  School  of  Phar- 
macy and  obtained  a  certificate  of  honour  in  chemistry,  pass- 
ing the  Major  in  1907.  For  a  time  he  was  assistant  to  Mr. 
England,  of  Romford,  and  then  went  to  the  manufacturing 
laboratory  of  Messrs.  Brady  and  Martin,  Limited,  Newoastle- 
on-Tyne.  Later  he  was  appointed  Pharmaceutist  and  Assistant 
Analyst  in  the  Government  Cinil  Hospital,  Hong  Kong,  and  was 
for  some  time  examiner  to  the  College  of  Medicine,  Hong  Kong. 
In  November,  1914,  he  joined  as  a  private  in  the  H.A.C.  and 
thence  was  gazetted  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  9th  Bedfordshire 
Regiment  in  June,  1915,  finally  in  the  2nd  Beds.  He  had  ibeen 
serving  in  France  since  January  of  this  year. 

Flight  Sub-Lieut.  John  Rudrum  Tulley,  R.N.,  son  of  F.  R. 
Tulley,  chefinist,  Great  St.  Helen's  and  Camomile  Street,  E.C., 
has  been  killed  in  France. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Council  and  the  Copper  Sulphate  Anomaly. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  enthuse  over  the  report  upon  the 
ccpper  sulphate  question  in  this  week's  Journal.  Many  ail- 
ments have  been  put  down  to  war  bread.  Possibly  that,  has 
distorted  my  vision.  The  only  two  firms  in  England  who  were 
supplying  at  £50  per  ton  have  now  terminated  their  agreement 
with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  chemists  must  therefore 
now  buy  in  the  open  market.  My  correspondence  is  still  fairly 
large  upon  the  subject,  and  I  note  that  the  last  two  letters 
received  mention  having  bought  at  the  rate  of  £70  per  ton. 
These  gentlemen  will  now  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  if  they 
charge  8d.  per  lb.  ;  The  Council  congratulate  all  concerned  in 
the  outcome  of  negotiations.  It  leaves  me  wondering  if  they 
were  really  serious  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture give  as  much  publicity  amongst  farmers  and  allotment 
holdei-s  to  the  fact  that  they  cannot  buy  at  (i^d.  per  lb.  any 
longer  as  they  did  to  the  fact  that  such  price  wa.s  the  maxi- 
inum.  The  retailer  has  not  been  considered  for  one  second 
either  before  July  31  or  after. 

Poplar,  August  4,  1917.  C.  Goode. 


Rothesay :  A  Correction ;  and  the  Proposed  Summer 
Season  Extension  of  Shop  Hours. 

In  the  current  issun  of  the  Journal,  under  t.lie  heading  of 
Scottish  Notes  and  News,  there  appears  a  paragraph  concerning 
myself  which  is  inaccurate.  I  am  not  the  secretary  of  the 
"  Bute  Comforts  "  Committee,  nor  am  I  a  member  of  it.  The 
confusion  probably  arises  from  the  fact  that  two  committees 
were  formed  for  practically  the  same  purpose,  and  I  am  hon. 
secretary  for  the  original  one,  the  "  Presents  for  Bute  Boys  " 
Committee,  which  was  originally  foi-mcd  to  send  comforts  to  the 
members  of  the  Bute,  Ross,  and  Argyll  Mountain  Batteries,  which 
had  been  on  service  all  through  the  Gallipoli  campaign,  and  of 
which  my  colleague,  Mr.  George  Ilick.'i,  pharmacist,  is  a  Major. 
(Major  Hicks  arrived  here  from  Salonioa  this  week.)  I  might 
mention  that  I  was  appointed  hon.  secretaiy  of  the  Bute  branch 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  by  Lady  Bute,  and  that  I  am 
also  secretary  of  the  "  Entertainments  Committee,"  which  has 
charge  of  the  entertaining  of  the  wounaed  sailors  who  are  sent 
U,  Mount  Stuart  Royal  Naval  Hospital.  Mount  Stuart  House 
13  the  Bute  r/^tidence  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  and  has  been  main- 
teinefl  by  his  lordship  as  a  fully  equipped  naval  ho.spital  since 
Aus^uart,  1914.  In  your  last  issue  a  statement  also  appfa.re<l 
that  the  Town  Council  of  Rothesay  was  agitating  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  shop  hours  during  the  summer  season.  This  I 
oppf>sed  most  strenuously,  and  no  action  was  taken  b^  the 
y,imri].    I  jK;inted  out  that  it  was  a  matter,  in  the  first  place, 


for  the  local  Merchants'  Association,  and,  further,  that,  in  view 
of  the  shortage  of  staffs,  it  enabled  the  various  shopkocpcrs  to 
get  through  much  routine  work,  and  also  allowed  them  a  little 
leisure — something  almost  unknown  in  pro-war  days — ^at  a  coast 
resort.  Personally,  I  hope  that  wo  will  never  go  back  to  the 
old  order  of  things,  when  chemists'  shops  hero  were  open  from 
8  a.m.  till  10,  11  p.m.,  and  sometimes  later,  a  circumstance 
that  kept  many  eligible  youths  from  taking  up  the  profession 
of  iiharmaoy. 

Rothesay,  August  4,  1917.  G.  Gbayson  Hill. 


Pharmacists  on  the  Army  Medical  Service  Staff. 

Pharmacists  generally  will  congratulate  Mr.  Woolcock  on  his . 
appointment  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Director  of  Army  Con- 
tracts, and  be  gratified  that  the  Government  recognises  the 
value  of  our  qualification,  although  it  refuses  to  grant  us  com- 
missions in  the  R.A.M.C.  It  is  not  generally  known,  however, 
that  for  some  years  the  general  inspection  of  medical  stores, 
the  scrutiny  of  indents  received  at  the  War  Office  from  medical 
officers,  and  the  preparation  of  schedules  for  purchases  (medical) 
to  be  made  by  the  Director  of  Army  Contracts,  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  pharmacists  appointed  to  the  Department  of  the 
Director-General,  Army  Medical  Service.  The  Inspector  of 
Medical  Supplies  (Mr.  J.  Burden  Barnes,  Ph.C.)  was  appointed 
in  1885,  and  the  Assistant  Inspector  (Mr.  W.  H.  Walden,  Ph.C.) 
in  1893,  whilst,  to  deal  effectively  with  the  amount  of  work 
during  the  present  war,  the  Department  has  been  increased  by 
several  temporary  assistant  inspectors  (who  are  qualified  phar- 
macists) and  technical  assistants — sixteen  in  all.  Tlie  result  of 
the  employment  of  such  a  technical  staff  is  that  all  original 
demands  and  queries  that  may  arise  are  dealt  with  by  men 
qualified  to  give  decisions  and  to  sift  from  a  mass  of  detail 
such  items  as  arc  important  enough  to  require  settling  by  a 
higher  authority — in  this  instance  the  Assistant  Director- 
General,  Army  Medical  Service,  who  is  thus  relieved  of  an 
immense  amount  of  work  ;  also  the  medical  requirements  of  the 
Army  that  are  to  be  purchased  by  Army  contracts  are  put 
forward  to  that  Department  free  from  unnecessary  detail,  so 
that  it  only  remains  for  purchase  to  be  made.  It  is  in  this 
buying  capacity  that  the  services  of  a  man  who  combines  busi- 
ness knowledge  and  technical  qualifications  with  ability  and 
organising  cajMcity  are  required,  and  in  appointing  Mr.  Wool- 
cock  to  this  important  position  the  Government  shows  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  specialised  work. 
Belle  Vue,  C'halfont  St.  Peter,  Bucks,  H.  C.  Walton.. 

August  4,  1917. 


Ontology. 

I  read  the  poem  by  Mr.  Brown, 
The  corner  of  my  lips  came  down, 
My  brow  was  puckered  with  a  frown, 
I  felt  that  I  would  like  to  drown 
Myself  or  him  who  wrote  it  down. 

"  There's  absolutely  nothing  more  " 
I  yearn  for  save  that  bad  man's  gore 
To  plaster  it  on  his  shop  door 
And  see  his  carcase  on  the  floor. 
For  he  must  be  a  dreadful  bore. 

"  And  change  for  ever  with  them  flies 
Like  a  'soaped  German  in  disguise. 
Who,  ere  he's  captured,  goes  and  buys 
From  Brown  some  poison,  and  then  dies,. 
And  thus  the  Law's  just  wrath  defies. 

"Alone,  the  consciousness  sublime." 
He  has  me  there,  for  there's  no  rhyme 
That  makes  a  verse  that's  worth  a  dime, 
Save  to  a  Cockney,  who  would  climb 
With  greatest  ease  to  deathless  "  fime." 

"  And  cannot  otherwise  but  be," 
I  wish  I  could  believe  that  he — 
The  Author— that  is,  Mr.  B.— 
Of  Glasgow,  cares  one  fig  or  pea 
For  all  the  pain  he's  given  me. 
North  Shields,  July  24,  1917.  H.  S.  Williamson. 


My  former  letter  has  been  curiou.sly  misread.    It  was  neither- 
an  apology  for  metaphysics  nor  an  attempt  to  contribute  any- 
thing to  metaphysical  science,  tout  simply  a  warning  against' 
loose  thinking  in  a  region  in  which  "  lawless  and  uncertain 
thouglit "  is  most  easy  and  most  dangerous.    At  one  time  or 
another  I  have  read  a  good  deal  of  this  kind  of  philosophy  in- 
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a  more  or  less  desultory  fashion,  but  I  confess  to  having  always 
come  out  "  by  the  same  door  wherein  I  went,''  and  the  chief 
result  has  been  to  teach  me  a  little — a  very  little — about  the 
laws  of  thought  and  its  boundaries.  We  cannot  by  searching 
find  out  tiie  ultimate  reality — call  it  what  you  will ;  we  can 
only  get  into  relation  with  it  by  dii-ect  apprelhension,  "spirit 
to  spirit,  ghost  to  ghost,"  and  our  apprehension  can  never 
be  conveyed  by  any  words  of  ours  to  anybody  else.  Truth  is 
separately  revealed  to  every  individual  soul,  or  not  at  all.  It 
does  not  follow,  ihowever,  that,  as  "  Diogenes  Junior  "  seems  to 
think,  one  way  of  talking  about  reality  is  as  good  as  another. 
Metaphysics,  as  a  means  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  may  be,  as 
described  in  the  old  jest,  "  a  blind  man  searching  in  a  dark  room 
for  a  black  cat  which  isn't  there,"  and  .1  suspect  that  "  Diogenes 
Junior  "  is  himself  blind  man,  dark  room,  and  black  cat  all  in 
one;  but  the  search,  if  properly  undertaken,  is  not  fruitless. 
We  may  not  discover  the  treasure  for  which  we  dig,  but  we  do 
cultiivate  and  enrich  our  own  minds.  I  must  not  be  tempted  to 
follow  Mr.  J.  J.  Brown  in  his  further  speculations,  interesting  as  I 
a  discussion  of  them  might  be  to  our  two  selves.  We  are,  I 
believe,  agreed  as  to  the  end,  and  I  should  like  to  assure  him 
that  I  did  not  "arrive  at"  Emily  Bronte's  position  as  an  after- 
thought. It  was  my  starting-point,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
nobody  ever  did  or  ever  will  airrive  at  it  by  a  process  of  pure 
reasoning.  And  the  danger  of  reasoning  about  these  matters 
IS  that  if  our  reasoning  proves  fallacious  our  position  is  made  less 
secure  and  may  have  to  be  abandoned  with  it. 

August  6,  1917.  "  Cheistophobos  "  (213'38). 

[This  correspondence  is  now  closed.] 


Withdrawal  of  Certaia  Preparations  from  the 
B.P„  1914. 

Pharmacists  will  welcome  the  proposed  supplement  to  the 
Codex  giving  modified  formulas  for  glycerin,  syrups,  etc.,  to 
replace  the  preparations  withdrawn.  When  compiling-  these 
formulae,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Editor  should  at  the  same 
tmie  correct  a  manifest  fault  in  the  tinctures  of  rhubarb,  senna, 
and  cardamoms  by  increasing  the  alcoholic  strength.  I  have 
found  that  the  most  inconvenient  clots  which  form  in  the 
Tinot.  Cardam.  Co.  B.P.  can  be  entirely  avoided  by  the  use  of 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  alcohol  50  per  cent,  and  alcohol  45 
per  cent. ;  the  same  solvent  will  also  give  a  much  more  elegant 
tincture  of  rhubarb  or  senna.  In  eaoli  case  the  use  of  honey  in 
place  of  glycerin  is  desirable. 

Hove,  August  7,  1917.  R.  a.  CRiprs. 


Correspondence  Chess. 

From  long  experience  I  can  thoroughly  endorse  Mr.  Haines's 
letter  as  to  the  value  of  Correspondence  Chess  for  mental 
recreation  and  for  making  many  friends  in  various  parts  of 
the  British  Isles.  If  any  London  pharmacist  would  like  to 
-^"°TtI^^°''t  ,  *  instructive  and  fascinating  game,  or  to  learn 
Its  ABC,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  help  him  in  any  and  every 
way.  ■' 

■  ^    ^.  C.  T.  Bennett,  Hon.  iSec.  Islington  Chess  Ckb. 
84,  Richmond  Road,  Barnebury,  N. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Pulv.  Ipecac.  Co.  (F.  P.— 213/30).— Not  to  a  soldier  or  sailor, 
but  otherwise,  yes. 

Gall  and  Opium  Ointment  (A.  O.— 213/27).— The  ointment 
certainly  does  not  come  within  the  definition  of  "  Opium  "  in  so 
far  as  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulation  is  concerned. 

Diabetic  Flour  {J.  G.— 213/28).— The  information  you  desire 
w-ill  be  found  in  the  P.J.  of  Mav  5,  1917,  page  392;  Februarv 
10,  1917,  page  129;  August  3,  1912,  page  196.  This  last  is  on 
the  Preparation  of  Diabetes  Bread. 

"  Iguano  Oil  "  (C.  W.  D.— 213/44).— There  appears  to  be 
no  record  of  an  oil  known  as  "Iguano  oil  or  Aguano  Oil," 
«>mmonly  used  in  Australia  as  an  application  for  paralysis. 
Perhaps  some  reader  can  give  us  information. 

Atmidon  (M.  W.— 213/20).— The  preparation,  wlhioh  you  etate 
may  be  a  rubber  solvent,  is  unknown  to  us.  If  any  reader 
should  throw  light  on  the  question  as  to  what  it  is  and  where 
oijtainabjp  we  shall  pass  the  information  on  to  you. 

P.J.F.  No.  1749  (E.^  P.  -213/25).-The  formula  indicated  is  for 
a  sprain  and  rneumafic  embrocation,  and  is  as  follows : —Acetic 
acid  45  fl.  oz.  ;  oil  of  cajuput,  2  fl.  oz.  ;  oil  of  thvme,  2  fl.  oz. ; 
oil  of  turpentine,  45  fl.  oz. :  seventeen  eggs:  distilled  water,  q.s. 
to  produce  164  fi.  oz 


Perfuming  Cards  {H.  A.  W.— 213/24).— An  outline  of  a  suit- 
able process  appeared  in  our  issue  of  July  14  last,  at  page  24, 
under  the  above  heading.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  adapting 
your  appliances  to  the  large  number  of  cards  you  wish  /to 
perfume. 

Labels,  and  Purchase  of  Business  (M.  H.  T.— 213/34).— (1) 
The  labels  are  held  to  be  liable.  (2)  If  you  became  proprietor 
of  the  business  you  would  have  to  disclose  your  n>ame  and 
country  of  origin.  (See  P.J.,  February  17  last,  page  134,  and 
June  16  last,  page  485). 

Uses  of  Eusol  {H.  S.  W.— 213/45).— i&pace  will  not  permit 
of  our  giving  you  a  full  account  of  the  uses  of  eusol,  but  we 
refer  you  to  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  July  24,  1915, 
pages  129-136,  and  two  notes  in  the  P.J.  of  Sopternber  4, 
1915,  pp.  303  and  320. 

Removing  Oil  Marks  from  Cloth  (W.  N.— 213/42).— The  addi- 
tion of  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  sodium  perborate  and  a  similar 
quantity  of  ether  would  considerably  improve  the  soap  solution 
you  propose  using  for  the  purpose.  Wihen  you  have  removed 
all  that  is  removable  by  this  means,  you  will  doubtless  find  that 
treatment  of  the  spots,  after  rinsing  with  clean  water,  with 
dilute  acetic  acid  will  remove  the  marks  completely.  A  final 
washing  is  all  that  will  then  be  required. 

Euresol  and  Euresol  pro  Capillis  (G.  A. — 213/51). — Euresol 
is  resorcinol  monoacetate,  OH,COO  (C.H^OH) ;  it  occurs  as 
a  thick,  honey-yellow  liquid,  having  &  boiling  point  of  283°  C. ; 
it  is  soluble  in  alcohol  and  in  acetone.  Its  action  is  similar  to 
that  of  resorcinol,  but  milder  and  more  lasting,  on  account  of 
the  gradual  liberation  of  the  plhenol.  It  is  stated  to  be  useful 
in  acne,  sycosis,  scborrhcea,  and  chilblains.  Euresol  pro 
Capillis  is  Euresol  which  is  perfumed  for  use  in  hair  lotions. 

Partnership  (A.  T.— 213/16).— (1)  Partnership  in  Scotland  is 
expressly  dealt  with  in  Sec.  3  (4)  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908,  and  the  provisions  of  the  section  would  have  to  be 
obsenved  by  the  firm  you  allude  to.  Consult  Ac  '  Chemist's 
Annual,'  1917,  pages  52-58.  (2)  The  liability  of  the  male  partner 
to  rnilitary  "  calls  "  would  depend  on  the  local  tribunal's  view 
of  his  pharmaceutical  indispensability.  (3)  No  objection  exists 
to  placing  the  name  of  the  male  partner  first.    (4)  Both. 

Preserving  Vegetables  (E.  G.  T.— 212/15).— The  vegetables  are 
first  thoroughly  trimmed  and  cleansed,  put  into  tins,  jars,  or 
bottles,  with  a  little  salt  and  enough  water  to  cover  them,  the 
covers  being  loosely  fixed  to  allow  the  escape  of  gases  and 
liquids.  They  are  then  slowly  heated  in  a  strong  brine  or 
calciurri  chloride  bath  to  a  temperature  of  230°  F.,  which  is 
maintained  for  a  few  minutes.  They  are  then  allowed  to  cool 
before  removal  from  the  bath.  The  corks  are  pressed  into  the 
bottles  and  covered-  with  paraffin  wax,  and  the  small  aperture 
left  in  the  tins  is  hermetically  sealed  by  solder. 

Solution  for  Waxing  Thread  (G.  E.  M.— 213/23).— Recognised 
formula?  for  this  sort  of  preparation  contain  as  the  chief  in- 
gredients wax,  gum  acacia,  and  some  gelatinous  material,  and 
the  formula  are  usually  adapted  to  the  colour  of  the  thread. 
For  coloured  thread  use  : — Irish  moss,  3  lb.  ;  gum  arable,  2i  lb. ; 
Japan  wax,  i  lb.;  stearin,  185  Gms.  ;  borax,  95  Gms.  Boil  to- 
gether for  half  an  hour.  For  white  thread  :— Irish  rnoss,  2  lbs. ; 
tapioca,  li  lb. ;  spermaceti,  3  Ih. ;  stearin,  110  Gms. ;  borax, 
95  Gms.  Boil  together  for  twenty  minutes.  For  black  thread: 
— Irish  moss,  3  lbs.  ;  gum  Senegal,  2i  lbs. ;  ceresin,  1  lb. ; 
borax,  95  Gms.  ;  logwood  extract,  95  Gms. ;  copper  sulphate, 
30  Gms.  Boil  together  for  twenty  minutes.  Soak  the  Irish 
moss  in  each  case  overnight  in  45  litres  of  water,  then  boil  for 
one  hour;  strain,  and  add  the  other  ingredients  to  the  resulting 
solution.  It  is  an  advantage  to  add  the  borax  to  the  Irish  moss 
before  the  boiling. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

"  Opedic  "   Foot  Appliance  (160/53).— Addre-ss  of  makers? 
Basic  Slag  (Alhort's  or  other)  (161/1).— Address  of  makers?  , 
Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (160,'31').— 
Actual  makers? 
Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (160/30).— 
Uhere  obtainable? 
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THURSDAY.  August  16. 
West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Bssex  DUtrlct  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmac'.stg.— Annual  Outing.    Train  leaves  Bow  Ftoad  Metro- 
politan Station  at  2  p.m.  for  Ri'-hmond.     Steamer  from  Richmond  to 
Hampton  Court.    Members  of  other  Associations  cordially  invited. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  1 7,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  I. 


The  Pharmacentical  Joarnal  and  Pharraacist  is  the  offlcial  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  It  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy, 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States. 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOB:  CENTDAL  13413.  EDTOB:  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers:  " Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFHCE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.G.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETIN. 


Central  Checking  Bureau. — Enquiries  Section. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  starred  paragraph  in 
P.S.  42:  — 

The  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee  at  its  last 
meeting  decided  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  Central 
Chwlcing  Bureau  by  the  establishment  of  an  Enquiries  Section. 
The  idea  is  to  give  pharmicists  on  the  panel  the  right  to  obtain 
from  the  new  Enquiries  Section  of  the  Central  Checking 
Bureau,  information  regarding  N.H.I,  mattere  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever.  This  would  include  the  answering  of  queries 
regarding  special  formulae,  the  chemist's  duties  and  rights 
in  connection  with  the  Insurance  Act,  the  elucidation  of  trouble- 
some dispensing  problems  in  connection  with  N.H.I,  prescrip- 
tions, the  settlement  of  any  doubt  as  to  w'hether  certain  article.s 
may  or  may  not  be  supplied  under  the  Insurance  Act ;  in  fact, 
any  qufstion  that  may  arise  in  connection  with  a  National 
Health  Insurance  Prescription. 

The  proposed  method  of  working  this  Enquiries  Section  is 
as  follows: — A  special  enquiry  form  will  be  printed  with  a 
circular  expla^ining  the  conditions  connected  with  ite  use.  These 
forms  and  circulars  will  be  sent  in  bulk  to  every  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  in  the  Central  Checking  Bureau  desiring 
to  take  advantage  of  this  scheme.  The  Local  Committee  will 
then  distribute  them  with  a  covering  note,  asking  th^  panel 
chemists  to  avail  themselves  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  oppor- 
tunity offered,  and  pointing  out  that  it  is  part  of  the  service 
for  which  they  are  paying  in  connection  with  the  checking  of 
prescriptions. 

The  scheme  will  not  involve  the  Oommittee  in  any  further 
exp<'nfte  than  that  incurred  by  the  posting  of  the  first  batch 
of  enquiry  forms  ;  these  will  be  replaced  with  ea«h  answer,  so 
that  the  panel  chemist  will  always  have  an  enquiry  form  on 
haml  rea/Jy  for  use.  It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  strongly  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee  some  such  scheme 
as  this  is  necessary,  and,  further,  that  on  no  account  will  the 
establishment  of  this  Enquiries  .Section  be  allowod  to  under- 
mine the  authority  of  either  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  or 
ilB  Secretary.  The  whole  intention  of  the  Executive  Committee 
is,  to  help  the  panel  chemist  and  the  Pharipacoutical  Committee 
to  carry  on  the  InsuTance  work  as  effioiently  and  smoothly  as 
poBsible. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

OUR    EDUCATIONAL  NUMBER 

.Notwithstanding  all  the  commotion,  registration  of  vow.s, 
and  vehement  protestations  of  (penitence  and  amendment  in 
the  business,  there  is  not  a.s  yet  much  appearance  of  any 
definite  movement  for  the  reconstruction  of  oiir  system  of 
national  education.  Even  Mr.  Fisher's  proposals,  as  outlined 
Iby  him  on  the  first  reading  of  his  Education  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  week,  are  not  entitled  to  rank  as  more 
than  a  first  instalment  otf  the  heroic  measure  of  educational 
emancipation  which,  as  we  are  now  solemnly  exhorted  on 
every  side,  must  soon  be  ushered  in  if,  in  the  future,  we  are 
not  only  to  hold  our  own,  but  to  excel  the  Central  European 
Powers  at  their  own  metier  in  science  and  commerce.  Ac- 
cording to  the  teaching  of  history,  which  in  most  cases  stands 
for  the  collective  cumulative  experience  of  mankind,  heroic 
measures  of  reform  and  progress,  which  are  guaranteed  by 
their  sponsors  to  be  creative  of  the  Millennium,  have  occasion- 
ally a  trick  of  leading  to  something  more  like  a  pandemonium ; 
so  that,  after  all,  there  is  some  wisdom  in  the  old-world 
adjuration  that  it  is  better  to  be  on  with  the  new  love  before 
one  finally  'breaks  with  the  old.  There  is  surely  a  middle 
course  between  ancestor-worship  and  the  t3'ranny  of  the  taboo, 
and  the  precipitate  rejection  of  the  lessons  of  the  past  and 
the  salutai-y  limitations  imiposed  by  age-long  custom.  For 
the  present,  education  in  the  pharmaceutical  world,  while  not 
unchanging,  is  unchanged,  and  in  spite  of  the  manifold 
difficulties  and  disadvantages  incidental  to  the  prolongation 
of  the  war,  is  steaJily  maintained  at  its  customary  level  of 
efficiency  and  usefulness.  We  regret  that  owing  to  .the  still 
stringent  limitations  of  space,  out  Educational  Number  is 
shorn  of  its  usually  fair  proportions,  so  that  from  being  a 
conspectus  of  the  entire  field  of  facilities  for,  and  resources 
of,  technical  and  professional  education  in  pharmacy, 
medicine,  and  other  vocations,  it  has  had  to  be  attenuated  to 
what  at  ibest  is  no  more  than  a  set  of  clues  and  finger-posts  to 
sources  of  accredited  official  information  on  the  various 
educational  subjects  to  which  attention  is  directed.  If  it 
were  not  that  the  swing  from  what  may  have  been  over- 
copiousness  to  over-condensation  is  probably  excessive,  there 
is  something  to  be  urged — from  the  reader's  not  less  than  from 
the  editorial  point  oif  view — in  favour,  even  in  normal  times, 
of  economy  of  exposition  alike  in  speech  and  in  print.  Lack 
of  space  is  also  responsible  for  the  omission  of  several  special 
features  which  have  always  been  associated  with  the 
Educational  Number  and  the  material  modification  of  those 
it  has  been  possible  to  retain.  Our  readers  who  are,  or  are 
aliout  to  become,  students  of  pharmacy  will '  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  read  and  perpend  the  lively  account  by  "  Oaius  " 
of  his  "  Minor  Experiences,"  which  will  appear  later,  and  may 
usefully  extend  their  knowledge  of  the  most  favourable  con- 
ditions for  systematic  pharmaceutical  study  by  making  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  contents  of  '  How  to  Become  a 
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Plvarrnacist '  -(The  iPharmaceutical  Press,  Is.  Id.,  iwf-t  free); 
iiiid  '  The  Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and 
Students,'  Seventh  Edition  (The  Pharmaceutical  Press,  2s. 
net,  2s.  3d.  ipost  free) ;  and  pharmacists  in  general,  and  in  the 
metropolitan  area  in  particular,  are  certain  to  Ibe  actively  .in- 
terested in  the  descriptive  article  on  "  The  I>Iew  Bacteriolo- 
gical La;boratory  at  Blooms'bury  Square,  iind  Its  Chief,"  whicli 
appears  on  page  71.  For  the  rest,  the  utmost  care  ha«  been 
taken  to  revise  and  correct  the  su!bject-matter  in  the  various 
sections  from  ipage  73  onwards,  and  to  arrange  it  in  an  order 
and  form  at  once  instructive  and  convenient  for  readers  in 
quest  of  information  or  guidance  to  it.  It  is  hoped,  there- 
fore, that,  despite  the  ham'pering  war-time  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  produced,  our  Educational  Number  may 
prove  acceptable  and  serviceable  for  the  class  whose  require- 
ments it  is  designed  to  meet- 

ECONOMY  IN  THE  USE  OF  GLYCERIN  AND  SUGAR. 

The  Economy  in  the  Use  of  Drugs  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Home  Office  in  August,  1914,  of  which  Dr.  J.  Smith 
Whitaker  and  Dr.  E.  W.  Adams,  both  of  the  National  Health 
Commission,  and  Dr.  A.  Cox,  Secretary  of  the  British  Medical 
Association,  are  members,  has  favoured  us  with  a  copy  of  a 
circular  on  the  above  subject  which  has  been  issued  to  the 
medical  profession.  After  pointing  out  that  sugar  for  medi- 
cinal purposes  is  no  longer  being  manufactured,  and  that 
while  a  proportion  of  whatever  sugar  supply  is  generally 
available  will  continue  to  be  procurable  for  medicinal  use, 
medical  practitioneiPs  are  enjodned  to  bear  in  mind  that  sugar 
is  of  little  use  in  medicine  save  as  an  adjunct  or  excipient, 
bu,t  is  of  the  greatest  value  as  a  food,  the  circular  makes 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Grcneral  Medical  Council,  on 
the  initiative  of  the  Committee,  in  withdrawing  from  the 
Pharmacopoeia  a  large  portion  of  the  official  preparations 
containing  sugar  and  glycerin  {vide  P. J.,  August  4,  p.  54), 
and  proceeds  to  make  certain  suggestions  to  practitioners,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  more  important  : — (1)  Practi- 
tioners are  urged  not  to  prescribe  Glycerinum,  Saccharum 
Purificatum,  and  Syrupus,  which  remain  official  for  ensuring 
the  standard  quality  of  these  substances,  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity.  (2)  A  series  of  suggestions  is  submitted 
for  the  omission  of  glycerin  and  sugar  from  prescriptions  or 
the  use  of  alternatives  to  them,  e.tf.,  chloroform  water  and 
mucilage  of  tragacanth,  the  former  being  recommended  as  a 
sweetening  agent  in  place  of  sugar.  And  for  this  purpose 
the  following  formula  already  familiar  to  many  of  our 
readers,  as  that  originally  proposed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  for  the  County  of  London  is  given,  namely  : — 

Gum  Tragacanth  in  powder    30  grs. 

Chloroform   40  min. 

Water  to    10  fl.  oz. 

^3)  As  regards  preparations  of  glycerin  and  sugar,  formerly 
official  now  unofficial,  practitioners  are  warned  that  after 
exhaustion'of  existing  stocks  many  of  these  preparations  will 
become  unobtainable,  and  consequently  if  they  continue  to  be 
prescribed,  patients  may  be  put  to  inconvenience  and  annoy- 
ance through  the  inability  of  chemists  to  dispense  prescrip- 
tions for  them.  It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  wherever 
practicable  practitioners  should  order  such  preparations 
.«(HC  glycerino  or  fine  saccharo,  e.g.,  Tinct.  Rhei  Co.,  or 
alternative  preipaiv'itions,  which  may  be  put  on  the  market  by 
pharmacists.  The  Committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
suggest  alternative  formulae  for  all  the  formul.se  in  question. 
Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  above  considera- 
tions are  equdly  applicable  to  non-official  preparations  con- 
taining glycerin  and  sugar.    (4)  It  is  explained  that  the 


existing  stocks  of  glycerin  and  sugar  and  the  supplies 
of  sugar  which  continue  to  be  available  for  medicinal 
purposes  will  only  suffice  to  maintain  a  moderate  supply 
of  the  glycerin-  and  sugar-containing  preparation.s  which 
remajin  official,  if  practitioners  refrain  from  ordering 
these  save  for  those  patients  for  whom  they  are  im- 
perative and  unavoid;tibly  required.  If  medical  men,  or 
the  large  majority  of  them,  can  only  be  induced  to  prescribe 
on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  circular,  and  to  utilise  to  the 
utmost  extent,  both  for  Insurance  and  private  practice,  the 
alternative  preparations  which  will  presently  be  placed  at 
their  disposal  through  the  medium  of  the  Codex  Supplement, 
now  in  active  preparation,  something  like  a  uniform  and 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem  is  certain  to  be  reached. 

PHARMACISTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Ok  Thursday,  August  2,  iSir  A.  Keogh,  Director-General  of 
Army  Medical  iService,  received  a  deputation  of  'Members  of 
the  Council  and  Officers  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who 
laid  before  him  the  complaints  which  had  been  received  con- 
cerning the  position  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army. 

The  deputation  consisted  of  the  President,  the  Parliamen- 
tary (Secretary,  Messrs.  Cuff,  Currie,  Jenkin,  Keall,  and 
Skinner,  together  with  Mr.  Chater  and  i^Ir.  Mallinson,  and 
was  very  cordially  received.  In  the  result,  the  Director- 
General  promised  to  set  up  a  small  private  Committee  of  two 
or  \hree  of  his  officers  to  meet  in  conference  two  or  tlii'ee 
representatives  of  the  Society,  so  that  the  whole  question  of 
the  employment  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army  Medical  Service 
might  be  carefully  examined. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN  S. 


Questions  lately  asked  have  suggested  that  thtre  will  be  a 
new  Budget  in  the  Autumn  Session,  with  increased  taxation. 
Government  hopes  are  entertained  that  this  will  he  avoided. 
The  Case  of  Unregistered  Dentists. 

Lord  Curzon  is  expected  to  meet  the  protests  of  M.P.'s 
interested  in  the  cause  of  unregistered  dentists,  and  to  put  a, 
representative  of  this  class  on  the  Committee  which  is  to  report 
o'l  a  possible  general  registration  of  all  dentists.  So  far,  how- 
ever, this  appointment  has  not  been  announced. 

Manipulative  Surgery. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Macpherson  the  other  night,  in  respon.se  to  the  appeal 
of  Sir  Watson  Cheyne,  the  famous  surgeon,  who  was  making' 
his  maiden  speech,  indicated  that  the  War  GfTice  would  rehix 
its  objection  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Barker  and  other  boiiesetters  not  on 
the  Medical  Register,  so  far  as  to  permit  soldiers  to  consult  them 
at  their  own  risk. 

Leicestershire  Panel  Practitioners'  Capitation  Fee. 

On  Tuesday  Sir  Maurice  Levy  (Lib.,  Loughborough)  asked  Sir 
Edwin  Cornwall,  as  representing  the  National  Insurance  Com- 
missioners, whether  his  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  doctors  in  Leicestershire  who  had  undertaken  to  supply 
drugs  and  apphances  to  insuired  persons  only  receivefl  an 
average  capitation  fee  approximately  of  Is.  lOd.  per  anniim, 
according  to  the  number  shown  on  their  lists,  wliile  the  chemists 
in  the  same  area  received  no  less  than,  approximately,  2s.  2d. 
He  asked  whether,  in  these  circumstances,  Sir  Edwin  would 
explain  why  there  was  anv  difference  in  the  amount  per  head, 
havintr  regard  to  the  fact  that  Article  59  (6)  of  the  iMedical 
Benefit  Regulations,  1913,  provided  for  the  payment  of  a  sum 
equal  to  the  average  amount  payable  to  persons  supplying  drugs 
and  appliances ;  and  why,  if  the  difference  was  attributed  to  the 
distribution  of  the  so-called  unallotted  moneys,  the  doctors  did 
iior  participate.  j 

Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  rephed  that  Sir  Maurice  Levy  appeared 
to  have  been  misinformed.  The  payment  made  to  the  doctors 
in  Leicestershire  had  been  at  the  same  average  rate  as  in  the 
case  of  the  chemists,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  to 
which  he  referred.  The  suggestion  that  there  was  a  difference 
between  the  two  rates  probably  arose  from  the  misunderstanding 
of  some  figures  in  the  calculations.  This  point  had  now  been 
cleared  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Panel  Committee  represent- 
ing all  the  panel  doctors  of  Leicestershire. 
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THE  NEW  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY  AT  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE 

AND  ITS  CHIEF. 


IX  Natural  Science,  as  in  Sociology,  the  period  covered  by 
tne  past  two  centuries  has  been  one  of  unexampled  action 
and  reaction,  and  the  path  of  human  progress  within  its 
limits  is  strewn  with  the  debris  of  discarded  or  discredited 
tlieories,  which,  whatever  may  have  been  their  relative  merits, 
have  somehow  served  mankind    in    its    onward  march.  In 
chemistry,  what  appears  to  us  now  to  be  the  fantastic  hypothesis 
of  "Phlogiston"  ultimately  pointed  the  way  to  what  we  perhaps 
Tainly  believe  to  be  the  finally  true  rationale  of  combustion  and 
oxidation.  And  in  pathology,  the  long  since  exploded  doctrine  of 
humoral  pathology,   and    the    physico-chemical    causation  of 
disease,    prepared   the    ground,   on  the   principle   of  reaction, 
for  the  now  generally  accepted  theory  ot  the  bacterial  origin 
aod  propagation  of  disease  which   underlies  and   actuat-es  the 
present-day  science  of  bacteriology.    From  the  administrative 
and  executive  point  of  view,  which    every    public    body,  as 
a  tmstee  of  public  funds,  is  bound  to  take,  positive  progress  in 
contradistinction  to  many  meretricious  imitations  and  exploita- 
tions of  the  term,  consists  essentially  in  the  intelligent  prevision 
of  and  appropriate  provision  for  transitions  from  the  potential 
to  the  actual  in  the  near  future.    The  difficulty  always  is  to 
divine  the  psychological  moment.    It  is  not  a  work  of  progress 
to  attempt  to  legislate  or  organise  generations  in  advance  of 
public  opinion  or  need.    Its  real  'business  is  to  produce  and 
apply  opportunely  the  mechanism  suitable  to  stimulate,  embody, 
and  stabilise  all  the  processes  of  sane  and  serviceable  develop- 
ment in  the  vast  and  growing  complex  of  civilisation.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  one  of  the  many  constructive  and 
regulative  forces  in  the  modern  British  State,  wiU  deserve  well 
not  only  of  its  members,  but  also  of  the  commonwealth  which  it 
serves,  if  only  it  functions  consistently  on  these  lines.  And 
we  venture  to  submit  that  its  latest  departure  in  entering  on 
the  experimental   enterprise   of   instituting   a  theoretical  and 
practical  course  in  bacteriology  is  a  typical  case  in  point.    It  is 
increasingly  apparent,  even  to  the  layman,  that  the  scienca  of 
bacteriology  is  rapidly  assuming  a  dominant  place,  in  relation 
to  all  the  problems  connected  with  public  health,  in  the  pre- 
vention, treatment,  and  cure  of  disease,  and  already  in  municirjal 
public  health  departments,  and  many  public  institutions,  the  lay 
assistant  occupies  an  assured  and  appreciated  position  in  the 
performance  of  work  which  is  auxiliary  to,  and  in  no  respect 
an  encroachment  upon,  the  sphere  of  the  medical  man.  As 
bacteriology  is  almost  daily  finding  f^esh  outlets  and  applications, 
largely  under  the  pressure  of  war-conditions,  there  is  a  strong 
presumption  that,  in  the  immediate  future,  there  are  likely  to 
be  many  useful,  even  if  not  very  lucrative,  openings  for  the 
non-medical  bacteriologist,  andjn  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  in  virtue 
of  his  scientific  knowledge»and  training,  the  pharmacist,  when 
suitably  instructed,  is  the  person  obviously  designated  for  the 
work.  "  That  there  has  been  a  growing  perception  of  the 
approach  of  such  opportunities  is  manifest  by  the  movement 
initiated  by  pharmacists,  both  in  London  and  the  provinces,  for 
the  teaching  of  b.-icteriology  to  pharmacists,  a  movement  which, 
an  will  be  seen  from  page  80.  has  mobilised  in  various  centres 
by  the  formation  of  classes  in  Bacteriology,  expressly  for  phar- 
macists, or  adapted  to  their  requirements.    There  is  quite  an 
erroneou-  impresiion  in  some  quarters,  that  the  Society  has 
been  backward  or  unenterprising  in  connection  with  this  move- 
ment.   On  the  contrary,  it  can  justly  claim  to  have  been  in 
the  forefront  of  it  since  as  far  back  as  1904  Professor  R. 
Tanner   Hewlett,    of   Eling's    College.  London,  contributed  a 
series  of  articles  on  Antitoxins  and  Therapeutic  Sera  to  Thr 
PharTtiaemtical  Journal,  and  in  1913.  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society,  he  delivered  a  course  of  three  lectures  on  "  Micro- 
Bioloify  and  Pathological  Chemistry  in  Relation  to  the  Phar- 
macist."   A  reference  to  the  file  of  the  Journal  also  .shows 
that     the    stibject     of    Bacteriology     in     general,     and  in 
its    bearing    on     pharmacy    in    particular,    hag    been  dealt 
with  and  discus.sed  almost  continuous!'-  for  the  past  twenfy 
--     Only  so  recently  a«  1916  nn  admirable  .series  of  illus 
i  articUjs  on  "  Bacteriological  Technique,"   by  Mr.  A.  U. 
:i.  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  appeared  in  the  Journal.     And,  on  the 
administrative  side,  the  Council  ha.s  not  only  kept  pace  with, 
but  has  actually  anticipated,  the  effective  public  demand  for 
tlw>  teaching  of  bacteriology  to  pharmacists  by  instituting  the 
experimental   course  of   lec-tures   and   practical   instruction  in 
the  gubject.    A.9  already  .recorded   in   our  columns,   the  first 
Btasfe  of  the  experiment  has  proved  a  gratifving  success,  and. 
th</refore.  the  Council  feels  all  the  more  emboldened  to  embark 
on  the  second  and  complementary  nart  of  it»  pcheme.  namelv, 
the  installation  of  a  bacteriological  laboratory.    For  the  lecture- 


ship and  the  direction  of  the  laboratory  the  Council  is  for- 
tunate in  having  secured  so  capable  and  efficient  a  teacher  as 
« 

Dr.  Edward  Burnet, 

who,  alike  by  antecedents  and  address,  is  eminently  qualified 
for  the  work  of  teaching  in  botih  the  theoretical  and  practical 
branches  of  Micro-Biology.  Dr.  Burnet,  who  is  of  Sootifcish 
extraction  on  the  paternal  side,  is  still  on  the  sunny  side  of 
fifty,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  jfiis  versatility  that  before  completing 
the  academic  study  of  medicine  he  had  a  considerable  ex- 
perience of  the  teaching  profession  as  a  science  master  and  a 


priaoipal.  He  matriculated  at  London  University  in  1887  and 
graduated  as  B.A.  in  1890.  His  medical  studies,  which  had 
been  commenced  at  University  College,  were  resumed  in  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  graduated  M.B.  in  1907,  and  in  the  following 
year  took  the  B.Sc.  in  Public  Health  and  the  M.D.  degree.  At 
an  early  stage  in  his  studies  he  was  chosen  for  research 
work  in  the  departments  of  physiology  and  pharmacology. 
After  holding  several  hospital  appointments  and  gaining  some 
experience  of  Public  Health  work  in  Edinburgh  and  in  the 
counties  of  Midlothian  and  Peebles,  Dr.  Burnet  became 
assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Public  Health  in  the  Usher  Insti- 
tute, Edinburgh,  where  ho  acquired  and  developed  a  unique 
knowledge  of  %acteriologicaj  method  and  technique.  He 
vacated  that  post  to  become  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Leamington,  and  twelve 
months  later  succeeded  to  the  senior  position  Thereafter,  he 
removed  to  an  appointment  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  left  there 
to  settle  in  London,  where  he  has  an  extensive  practice  as  an 
analytical  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  being  the  consulting 
chemist  to  the  English  and  Foreign  Oil  Finance,  Ltd.,  and  tf* 
various  other  concerns  closely  ideutified  with  the  manufacture 
of  .synthetic  drugs.  Dr.  Burnet's  special  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject which  he  has  made  peculiarly  his  own,  wide  range  of 
experience  as  a  teacher,  clear  and  convincing  powers  of  exposi- 
tion, infectious  enthusiasm,  and  personal  force  of  character 
conspire  to  make  him  an  ideal  instructor,  as  the  members  of  the 
now  transformed  Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Training  Corps,  with 
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whom  he  first  established  his  popularity  as  a  lecturer  on  Ambu- 
lanoo  work,  and  all  who  had  the  priviiego  of  attending  his 
roo^nt  counso  of  lectures  will  rea<dily  testify.  And  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  course  of  practical  instruction  which 
he  is  to  conduct  will  prove  equally  succersful.  In  order  Hint 
every  facility  may  bo  provided  for  thi.'v  purpose,  the  Council  has 
afYordod  not  merely  adequate,  but  handsome,  accommodation 
and  appointments  in  the 

*  New  Bacteriological  Laboratory.  • 

This  13  situated  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Examination  Hall 
block,  on  what  architecturally,  as  well  as  in  point  of  time,  is 
the  modern  side,  a  circumstance  which  for  such  as  follow  after 
the  cult  of  t/ho  symmetrical,  otherwise  known  as  the  fitness  of 
things,  may  be  regarded  as  not  without  its  significance.  The 
room,  now  converted  into  a  laboratory,  was  formerly  sacred 


ground  which  the  course  of  Practical  Bacteriology  is  designed  to 
cover : — 

Preparation   of  culture  media. 
.Stciilisation  of  utensils,  etc. 
i'rcparation  and  use  of  staining  agents. 
Study   of   the   moulds  and    yeasts;     of  non-pathogciiic 
organisms;     of    organisms    of    lower    pathogenicity;  d 
organisms  of  higher  pathogenicity. 

Examination  of  clinical  material   usually   met  with  in 
Routine  work. 

Isolation  and  identification  of  any  one  organism  from  ,i 
mixed  culture  of  organisms. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  air,  soil,  water,  milk,  and 
of  sewage  effluents. 
The  Dreparation  of  culture  r^edia   and   the  examination  of 
the  progressive  developments  of  organisms  require  the  presence 


to  the  Examiners,  and  is  excellently  adapted  for  its  new  pur- 
pose, bemg  well  lighted  from  the  East,  whence  once  upon  a 
time  all  the  light  of  knowledge  and  wisdom  was  believed  to 
come.  The  room,  which,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  reprodu.;tion, 
is,  as  regards  the  walls  and  ceiling,  comparatively  free  from 
dust-accumulating  angles  and  ledge-s,  has  been  painted  through- 
out in  white  enamel,  and  the  new  woodwork  consists^  of  the 
bench  for  six  students  against  the  north  wall  and  the  solidly 
built  table  in  the  centre  of  tlie  room.  The  bench  in  the  "  bay  " 
of  the  bow  window  is  fitted  up  and  reserved  for  microscopic 
works;  and  ample  Drcivisinn  has  been  made  for  water  supply 
and  artificial  lighting.  The  principal  apparatus  shown  in 
the  illustration  comprise  the  autoclave,  incubator,  water-oven, 
and  electrically-driven  centrifuge.  A  close  personal  inspection 
of  the  room  and  its  appointments  not  only  gives  one  the  im- 
pression cf  wise  and  provident  arrangement,  but  also  demon- 
strates that  everything  possible  has  been  done  to  ensure  the 
comfort,  convenience,  and  educational  interests  of  the  prospec- 
tive students,  and  all  on  a  scale  and  in  a  manner  characteristic- 
ally cre'ditable  to  and  worthy  of  the  Society. 

Abridged  Syllabus  and  Hints  to  Students. 

The  following  abridged  syllabus  will  sufficiently  indicate  the 


of  each  student  in  the  laboratory  on  each  of  three  consecutive 
days.  This  necessity  considerably  limits  the  accommodation  oi 
the  laboratory,  and  as  there  is  only  space  for  six  students 
at  a  time,  it  has  been  .arranged  that  one  section  of  six 
shall  work  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  mornings  from 
10  to  1:  a  second  section  of  six  will  work  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesdav  afternoons  fr-om  2  to  5 ;  a  third  section  of  six 
will  work  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  mornings  from 
10  to  1.  The  date  of  the  opening  of  the  laboratory  will  be  duly 
announcer],  and  the  work  will  be  continued  from  that  date  until 
the  end  of  thr  first  term  (about  December  22).  Thus  during  the 
first  term  of  the  session  18  students  can  be  accommodate<l. 
Another  18  can  be  accommodated  in  the  second  term, 
and  a  further  18  in  the  third  term.  The  fee  for  the 
term's  work  has  been  fixed  at  £8  8s.  Baoh  student  will  be 
requii-'cd  to  provide  a  small  set  of  apparatus,  consisting  of 
a  nlatinum  loop,  and  a  few  glass  utensils,  particulars  of  wnich 
will  be  given  to  intending  applicants.  Applications  from 
pharmacists  should  reach  the  Secretary  not  later  than  September 
15,  and  the  applicant  must  specify  wliether  he  wishes  to  attend 
on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  mornings,  or  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  or  on  Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  mornings.  These  three  sections  will  be  filled  tip 
in  the  order  in  which  applications  are  received. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL   TRAINING   AND  EDUCATION. 

THE  ORDER  OF  STUDY  AND  DISCIPLINE  FOR  QUALIFICATION. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

IT  is  deeirable,  and  always  of  great  practical  advantage,  that, 
whenever  practicable,  an  examination  in  general  education, 
recognised  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  should  be  passed 
before  entering  on  apprenticeship,  so  that  the  apprentice 
may  be  free  to  ap^y  himself  undividedly  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  art  and  business  of  practical  pharmacy  and  the  preliminary 
study  of  the  scientific  subjects  of  the  qualifying  examination. 
Unfortunately,  indentured  apprenticeship  is  almost  obsolete ;  but 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  requires  proof  that  for  a  period  of 
three  years  a  candidate  for  the  qualifying  examination  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions.  It  is  more 
than  ever  necessary,  now  that  La.tin  has  become  an  optional  sub- 
ject, that  the  apprentice  should  betimes  apply  himself  to  tlie 
reading  of  prescriptions  in  unabbreviated  Latin,  and  perform 
regular  exercises  in  translation  from  Latin  to  English,  and  vice 
versa.  If  Latin  is  entirely  new  to  liim,  he  will  find  Ince's  '  Latin 
Grammar  of  Pharmacy,'  or,  if  a  copy  is  procurable,  Pereira's 
classic,  '  Selecta  e  Prescriptis,'  the  most  serviceable  auxiliaries. 
If  his  employer,  or  a  tutor — say  a  senior  assistant  on  his  em- 
ployer's staff  or  district — or  a  professional  instructor  be  not 
available  to  initiate  him  into  the  elements  of  chemistry  and 
botany,  the  student  should  seek,  and  be  given,  facilities  to  attend 
classes  in  these  subjects.  Or,  if  these  are  not  within  reach, 
opportunities  might  be  afforded  in  the  back-.shop  for  practical 
chemistry  work.  Undoubtedly  the  paramount  gain  in  appren- 
ticeship IS  not  so  much  the  progress  made  in  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  technical  knowledge  and  skill  as  in  the  formation  of 
hal>its  of  punctuality,  regularity,  accuracy,  and  of  method 
generally,  and  the  development  of  a  saving  "sense  of  the  obliga- 
tions and  responsibilities  of  the  vocation  to  which  the  apprentice 
is  dedicating  himself. 

THE  LAW  .4S  TO  APPRENTICESHIP. 

Apprentices  are  u.>ually  bound  by  indenture,  or  other  form 
of  agreement,  for  a  period  of  three  or  five  years,  the  conditions 
as  regard  premium,  wages,  and  other  terms  of  service  varying 
according  to  circumstances.  No  person  can  be  bound  against 
his  will,  and  in  the  case  of  a  minor  the  consent  of  a  parent  or 
guardian  is  also  necessary.  A  minor  can  only  be  bound  to 
servo  until  he  is  twenty-one  years  old.  The  contract  imposes 
mutual  obligations,  as  to  instruction  and  training  on  the  one 
(hand,  and  obedience  and  faithful  service  on  tJie  other.  Unless 
caused  by  the  apprentice's  misconduct,  wages  must  be  paid  to 
him  during  illness. '  An  apprentice  cannot  be  compelled  to  stay 
with  the  executors  after  the  death  of  his  apprentice-master, 
unless  it  is  so  provided  in  the  agreement,  but  may  claim  fulfil- 
ment of  the  contract  from  the  executors,  or,  as  ,an  alternative, 
the  return  of  a  fair  proportion  of  any  premium  which  may 
have  been  paid.  The  sale  of  a  biisiness  during  the  apprentice- 
ship does  not  release  tlie  master  from  the  contract,  and  an 
apprentice  cannot  be  transferred  without  his  consent  to  his 
mast-er's  successor,  nor  can  he,  or  his  parent  or  guardian,  be 
compelled  to  pay  for  breakages.  An  apprenticeship  is  ter- 
mmated  w(hen  the  whole  time  has  been  served,  or— if  he  refuse 
to  serve  longer— when  the  apprentice  attains  the  age  of  twenty- 
OTie  years,  or  when  either  apprentice  or  master  dies,  though 
ttie  death  of  one  member  of  the  firm  to  whitfh  the  apprentice  is 
bound  does  not  dissolve  the  contract.  Other  points  on  the 
subject  are  dealt  with  in  Ithe  exposition  of  it  in  the  section  on 

Master  and  Sorvant,"  in  'The  Chemist's  Annual  and  Diary,' 
1917,  p.  63. 

CHE.MISTRY. 

_  Chemistry  and  the  allied  subject  physics  are  of  fundamental 
importance  to  the  pharmacist.  Physics  should  be  studied  prior 
to  or  along  with  chemistry,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
physical  properties  of  matter  an.]  its  chemical  reactions  under 
different  physical  conditions.  Theoretical  knowledge  alone  is 
insuflicient  for  comprehension  of  and  proficiency  in  scientific 
technique.  Experimental  work  must  be  engaged  in  from  the 
outset,  and  to  make.a  good  beginning  the  student  ought  to  have 
I?  -H  guidance  of  a  capable  and  experienced  teacher. 
"Who  will  save  him  much  dissipation  of  energy,  and  initial  and 
persistent  incomprehension  and  misjudgment  of  the  principles 
and  applications  of  the  science.  If  a  student  cannot  attend 
cla9.sps,  the  next  hmi  plan  for  him  is  to  carry  out  the  experi- 
ments jrlescnbed  in  one  of  the  text-books  named  on  page  80. 
A  gmall  outlay  will  suffice  for  apparatus,  with  adaptive  modi- 
fications of  which,  the  beginner  mav  profitably  exercise  his  ' 


mechanical  ingenuity,  and  carry  out  many  'operations.  The 
experiments  at  first  should  be  selected  to  illustrate  tlie  reading, 
analysis  being  deferred.  The  practical  value  of  writing  out 
carefully  and  methodically  a  description  of  all  experiments  is  a 
pre-requisite  for  successful  study  of  the  science.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  student  must  diligently  cultivate  and  develop  his  own 
powers  and  habit  of  observation,  making  a  record  of  what 
actually  happens,  and  not  merely  of  what  the  hook  tells  him 
should  happen. 

To  lead  up  to  an  acquaintance  with  qualitative  analysis 
known  substances  should  be  taken  and  systematically  examined. 
For  th;g  purpose  it  is  most  necessary  tlioroughly  to  understana 
the  naJture  of  the  reactions  which  occur  on  the  addition  of  the 
various  reagents.  It  is  not  enough  to  know  that  a  pre<-ipitate 
ot  a  given  colour  denotes  this  or  that  metal,  the  student  should 
be  aware  that  a  sulphide,  hydroxide,  or  other  identified  com- 
pound 13  formed,  indicating  the  presence  of  the  metal  which 
yields  such  an  insoluble  body.  The  equations  for  the  reaction 
should  be  written  out  in  full,  so  that  the  precise  products  of  all, 
the  interacting  substances  are  accounted  for,  and  also  a  com- 
plete report  of  all  the  operations  involved.  The  choice  of  a 
text-book  is  not  simple  for  a  beginner  working  alone,  but 
Kemsen's  '  Inorganic  Chemistry '  is  probably  as  suitable  as 
any;  for  more  advanced  students  there  is  Ne-wth's  well-known 
■  Inorganic  Chemistry ' ;  for  practical  work  Perkin's  '  Qualita- 
tive Chemical  Analysis.'  Gregoi-y  and  Hadlev's  '  Class  Book  of 
Physics,'  Parts  I.,  II.,  and  II.,  mW  be  found  useful  for 
elementary  physics. 

BOTANY. 

If-  approached'  and  tackled  by  rational  methods,  botany  is  one 
of  the  most  engaging  and  even  fascinating  subjects  in  the 
Syllabus.  The  student  of  pharmacy  oug-ht  to  reahse  that  the 
ulterior  object  of  the  study  of  this  science  is  to  equip  him  in 
his  fitness  to  become  a  practical  pharmacist,  and  that  if  he  is 
wise  he  will  strive  to  utilise  evei^thing  in  this  connection  that 
is  likely  to  be  of  service  to  him  in  his  business  in  which  he 
must,  or  oiught  to  be  able  to,  determine  and  vouch  for 
the  genuineness  a,nd  purity  of  th4  crude  vegetable  drugs 
and  their  preparations  which  he  dispenses  and  sells  to  the 
public,  and  to  do  this  competently  pre-supposes  a  considerable 
amount  of  sound  practical  botanical  knowledge.  At  the 
outset  of  the  study  of  botany  the  student  will  do  well 
to  compare  one  plant  wish  another  in  the  fresh  state 
as  soon  as  he  has  learnt  the  meaning  of  botanical  terms 
of  the  ordinai-y  organs  of  a  plant — e.g.,  root,  stem,  leaf, 
stipules,  inflorescence,  bract,  calyx,  corolla,  stamens,  and  ovary. 
If  he  recognises  clearly  that  the  flowering  plants  form  two 
main  divisions  (having,  like  all  rules,  a  few  easily  remembered 
exceptions),  one  distinguished  by  the  parts  of  the  flower  being 
in  multiples  of  three,  and  the  other  in  multiples  of  two  or  five, 
and  that  these  two  groups  have  leaves  with  characteristic 
venation,  the  former  with  a  parallel  and  the  latter  with  a  net- 
work arrangement,  he  can  readily  when  he  inspects  a  leaf 
and  finds  it  to'  be  parallel-veined,  infer  that  the  plant  to  which 
it  belongs  will  certainly  bear  at  some  time  a  three-parted 
flower,  and  that  the  plant  with  the  network-veined  leaf  will 
.yield  a  two  or  five  parted  blossom.  He  will  also  speedily 
learn  by  microscopic  examination  of  a  thin  transverse  section 
of  the  stem  of  a  plant  of  each  class  that,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
the  woody  bundles  or  threads  in  the  stem  of  the  three-parted 
flower  will  be  irregularly  distributed  or  scattered ;  while  in 
the  stem  of  the  two  or  five  parted  flower  they  constitute  a 
definite  ring,  and  thus  will  discover  the  necessity  and  con- 
venience of  assembling  the  200,000  or  more  plants  now  known 
into  groups.  The  natural  orders  of  plants  can  only  be  learnt 
by  a  detailed  examination  of  individual  plants,  preferably 
under  the  direct  guidance  of  a  teacher;  and  in  country  districts 
now,  as  well  as  in  town,  there  are  usually  botanical  classes  at 
various  institutions,  where  instruction  in  theoretical  and  field 
botanv  can  be  had.  Or  the  services  of  some  local  botanist  may 
be  enlisted. 

At  an  early  stage  in  the  course  of  study,  as  soon  as  a  general 
knowledge  of  plant  morphology  has  been  acquired,  recourse 
should  bo  had  to  microscopic  examination  of  the  minute  internal 
structure  of  plants.  Owing  to  the  comparatively  large  size 
of  many  plant  cells  and  elements,  much  good  work  has  been  and 
can  be  done  with  a  cheap  simnle,  or  compound  microscone  of  a 
low  magnifying  power;  but  it  is,  of  course,  an  advantage  to 
possess  and  use  a  better  instrument,  and  if  one  of  the  desired 
standard  's  beyond  the  student's  means,  it  can  invariably  be 
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found  in  a  science  school  or  college  of  pharmacy.  Instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  microscope  and  in  the  preparation  anci  mount- 
ing of  sections  is  best  learned  by  actu&l  demonstration,  but 
failing  this  the  tyro  ought  to  endeavour  to  master  the  manipu- 
lative art  by  means  of  the  full  and  explicit  directions  set  forth 
in  Oliarters  White's  '  The  Microscope,  and  11  ow  to  Use  It,'  or 
one  of  the  text-books  on  the  subject  named  under  "  Micro- 
scopy "  in  the  list  on  page  80. 

PHARMACOGNOSY. 

As  soon  as  the  student  has  advanced  far  enough  in  botany,  he 
should  enter  on  the  study  of  crude  vegetable  drugs,  selecting 
for  this  purpose  first  a  section  of  leaves  of  comparatively  simple 
structure,  isudh  as  those  of  senna,  bearberry,  and  buchu.  Each 
leaf  should  be  minutely  examined,  both  with  the  naked  eye 
and  an  ordinary  pocket-lens,  and  the  observations  made  com- 
pajred  with  the  description  in  the  standard  text-book.  A  sketch 
should  then  be  executed,  delineating  the  course  of  the  vcLnlets, 
the  position  of  the  glands,  and  other  structures.  The.  margin 
of  a  leai,  such  as  buchu,  should  be  drawn  on  a  larger  scale, 
as  it  appears  under  the  lens — an  exercise  of  the  utmost  practical 
value  in  teaching  the  beginner  to  observe  minutely  "and 
accurately.  The  ~odour  and  taste  should  be  noted,  and  finally 
a  detailed  description  of  the  leaf  should  bo  given,  based  on  the 
student's  personal  observations,  and  not  merely  on  published 
statements  mechanically  (reproduced.  The  "  report  "  should  be 
completed  by  brief  notes  on  the  history,  oomraercial  source,  and 
therapeutic  action  of  the  drug,  which  must  necessarily  be  derived 
from  the  literature  .of  the  subject.  For  the  latest  and  most 
authoritative  information  on  the  constituents  of  vegetable  drugs 
the  student  should  consult  '  The  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy.' 
Leaves,  roots,  .stems,  and  other  structures  should  be  collected 
and  allowed  to  dry,  close  attention  being  paid  to  the  successive 
changes  due  to  desiccation,  an  exercise  which  w  ill  enable  the 
student  to  become  familiar  with  the  fresh  specimens  from  which 
the  dry  drug  Jias  been  derived.  Shrivelled  leaves,  e.g.,  bella- 
donna, stramonium,  and  others,  should  be  softened  between 
damp  sheets  of  blotting-paper  and  then  spread  out  and 
examined.  The  student  must  beware  of  the  too  commonly  com- 
initted  error,  on  the  part  both  of  teacners  and  learners,  of  con- 
fining observation  to  the  mere  discernment  of  certain  characters 
by  which  one  drug  may  be  distinguished  from  others  that 
resemble  it.  The  desirabihty  of  knowledge  and  ability  to 
identify  every  drug  is  not  to  be  gainsaid,  but  this,  at  most,  is 
only  one  corner  of  the  field  of  his  study,  with  which  he  will  be 
adequately  acquainti-d  if  his  examination  of  each  drug  has  been 
systematically  and  intelligently  carried  out. 

To  understand  the  production  and  collection  of  structureless 
drugs  derived  from  plants,  the  student  must  have  a  first-hand 
acquaintance  with  the  various  glands,  ducts,  laticiferous  vessels, 
and  other  tissues,  in  which  such  substances  as  oils,  oleo-resins, 
gum-resins,  and  other  secretions  or  excretions  are  formed,  as 
w«ll  as  the  changes  which  cellulose  may  undergo  in  the  forma- 
tion of  such  products  as  gum  or  resin.  Up  to  this  point  the 
learner  has  had  to  do  with  drugs  more  or  less  intact.  The 
further  development  of  the  subject  will  logically  consist,  first, 
in  the  identification  of  unknown,  fragmentary,  or  powdered 
drugs,  and,  secondly,  the  micro-chemical  detection  of  their  active 
principles  and  identification  of  the  tissue,  or  tissues,  in'  which 
they  occur,  a  study  which  is  best  pursued  under  the  direction 
of  an  experienced  histologist.  Finally,  the  student  should 
undei-stand  that  if  his  study  of  pharmacognosy  is  to  be  profit- 
able as  well  as  interesting,  it  must  be  essentially  practical— 
that  is  to  say,  objectively  applied.  He  must  become  personally 
acquainted  with  each  <!rug,  and  the  foregoing  sketch  of  a  scheme 
of  study  ought  to  help  him  to  attain  this  end. 

PHARMACY   AND  DISPENSING. 

To  be  thorough  and  effective,  the  training  of  the  student  in 
pharmacy  and  dispensing  must  be  steadily  and  essentially 
practical  in  the  sense  of  iiitelligent  craftsmanship.  It  is  not 
overstating  the  case  to  put  it  that  the  permanent  and  realisable 
value  of  the  knowledge  subsequently  gained  in  a  college  course 
will  bo  materially  enhanced  by  the  previous  familiarity  of  the 
student  with  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  work  of  a  pharmacy, 
but  even  this  will  not  suffice  unless  the  student  during  appren- 
titeship  learns  to  work  in  a  sustained,  methodical,  and  "judg- 
matical" manner.  In  other  words,  he  must  strive  to  form  and 
apply  a  sound  rational  conception  of  duty  in  relation  to  his  im- 
mediate surroundings  and  future,  and  give  this  objective  effect 
by  economising  time  and  the  exercise  of  his  energies  to  the  best 
advantage,  alike  for  his  own  development  and  progress,  and  the 
interests  of  his  employer.  Character  in  business  not  less  than  in 
morals,  is  mainly  built  up  on  a  foundation  of  habit,  and  appren- 
ticeship is  pre-eminently  the  formative  and  decisive  period  in 


this  respect.  The  student  ought  also  to  understand  that  if  he  is 
to  become  more  than  a  mere  shopman  in  his  chosen  profession 
he  must  be  conversant  with,  and  able  to  utilise  the  material  and 
tools  of  his  craft.  Even  the  most  poorly  jirovided  premises 
will  contain  a  stock  of  drugs,  preparations,  and  set  of  appliances 
such  as  are  commonly  found  in  tne  retail  practice  of  fyharmacy, 
so  that  the  student  can  have,  or  may  make,  opportunities  for 
the  close  and  repeated  examination  of  drugs  until  he  can  recog- 
nise them  unlabelled  or  even  in  minute  portions.  The  apparatus 
should  also  receive  systematic  attention,  so  that  it  may  be 
handled  with  intelligence  and  skill.  If  he  has  been  rea.soiiably 
diligent  and  wisely  and  sympathetically  directed  by  his  appren- 
tice-master, the  end  of  the  first  year  should  find  the  pupil  pro- 
ficient in  measuring  and  weighing,  and  in  the  mechanical  but 
not  unintelligent  operations  of  powdering  drugs  and  chemicals, 
while  he  should  also  be  able  to  make  infusions  and  decoctions, 
pack  a  percolator,  and  manage  other  manipulations  in  the  manu- 
facture of  galenicals.  Fcstina  leutc,  without  too  much  Icnte,  is 
a  soun<I  maxim  fo>;  the  apprentice  to  follow.  Knowledge  of  a 
profession  or  craft  does  not  come  by  intuition,  or  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  If  it  is  to  be  assimilated  it  must  be  ingested  in  suitable 
proportions  and  at  regular  intervals.  There  is  a  mental  as  well 
as  a  stomachic  form  of  dyspepsia,  and,  as  in  the  alimentation 
of  the  child,  the  scientific  plan  is  to  proceed  in  orderly  progres-/ 
sio.i  from  the  simple  to  the  complex,  making  sure  of  each  stage 
of  growth  and  development  before  the  next  is  taken. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The  student's  first  business  is  to  banish  from  his  thoughts 
the  pernicious  notion,  which  with  many  becomes  a  fixed  idea, 
that  the  passing  of  an  examination  is  the  bc-^iU  and  end^il  of 
educational  existence.  If  lie  takes  the  true  view  of  its  function 
and  value,  that  objective  will  appear  to  him  merely  one  of  the 
chief  milestones  or' landmarks  in  the  upward  path  of  e<luca(tional 
and  intelleciual  progress.  Preparation  for  an  examination  IB 
really  designed  for  a  wider  purpose  than  that  of  passing  it,  since 
it  ought  to  sei've  as  a  groundwoi'k  for  the  supei'striicture  of 
the'  \Vhole  of  cultural,  professional,  and  business  life. 

The  examination  system — which  has  the  defects  of  its  quali- 
ties— is  still  on  its  trial,  but  no  substitute  has  vet  been  discovered 
for  it.  Authorities  agree  that  on  rhe  w^hole  the  practical  or 
viva  voce  form  of  examination  is  a  more  adequate  and  equitable 
test  of  real  knowledge  and  competency  than  written  examina- 
tion. Nevertheless,  the  foriiT^r  lias  its  drawbacks,  as  it  is  apt 
to  be  embarrassing  to  the  sensitive  and  self-conscious  candidate. 
But.  other  things  being  equal,  the  better  prepired  a  candidate 
is  the  more  self-confident  he  is  likely  to  be,  and  consequently 
all  the  factors  that  make  for  success  are  nearer  the  optimum 
level. 

Wihile  it  is  always  difficult  to  forearm  the  candidate  against 
all  the  trials  and  terrors — mostly  imaiginai-y — of  the  examina- 
tion room,  an  effeotive  provisional  discipline  can  be  imposed 
by  the  method  of  "  test  "  examinitions,  arranged  by  many 
teachers  of  pharmacy,  these  being  models,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
as  to  time  and  work,  of  the  Society's  examination.  If  such 
school  exercises  are  not  open  to  the  studenit  he  can  contrive,  in 
virtue  of  infownation  given  in  contributions  by  successful  can- 
didates in  T he  Fhai-mnreutical  .Tinirndl .  to  constnict  trial  exami- 
nations for  himself  with  the  aid  of  a  fellow-assi.^ant  to  officiate 
as  "examiner"  for  the  "Orals."  and  "rehearse"  them  in  the 
form,  if  not  altogether  in  the  spirit,  of  the  actual  performance. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  short  of  the  real  thing,  these 
"  sham  figlirt  "  devices  do  help  to  approximately  accustom  the 
student  to  the  requirements  and  conditions,  if  not  to  the 
"  atmosphere,"  of  the  examina.tion.  and  likewise  to  create  and 
confirm  mental  and  physical  habiits  which  will  .serve  the  candi- 
date in  good  stead  when  he  is  called  upon  to  "  face  the  music." 

REGISTRATION   AS   APPRENTICES   OR  STUDENTS. 

Persons  desn-ous  of  obtaining  registration  as  "  Apprentices 
or  Students,'"  and  of  thus  becoming  eligible  to  enter  for  the 
Minor  Examination,  must  deliver  to  The  Registrar,  17,  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  London,  VV.C.  1.  a  certificate  of  having  passed  any 
one  of  the  examinations  snecified  in  the  list  printed  below.  No 
certificate  may  be  accepted  by  the  Registrar  unless  the  following 
compulsory  subjects  are  included  in  the  .-iubject.s  for  which  the 
certificate  has  been  granted,  and  unless,  in  addition,  two 
optional  subjects  are  also  included.  The  six  subjects  must  have 
been  passed  at  not  more  than  three  examinations  of  the  same 
F.xamining  Authority: — Compulsory  Subjects:  English,  Arith- 
metic, Algebra,  Geometry:  and  two  Optional  Subjects.  (The 
Council  advises  that  one  of  tJhe.se  subject.s  should  be  Latin.) 

UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD.  UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

.Tnnior  or  Senior  LocrI  Examinations  Junior  or  Senior  Tiocal  Examinations 

Higher  Local  Examinations.  .  Higher  Looal  Examinations, 

Responsions.  Previous  Examination. 
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ROYAL  UNIVERSITY  OP 
IRELAND. 

Matriculation  Examination. 

ROYAL  UNIVERSITY  OP 
BELFAST. 

Matriculation  Examination. 

UNIVERSITY  OP  WALES. 

Matriculation  Examination. 

EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTE  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

Medical  Preliminary  Examination, 
Professional  Preliminary  Examina- 
tion. 

SCOTCH   EDUCATION  DEPART- 
HENT. 

The  Intermediate  Certificate  or 
Passes  in  the  Higher  or  Lower 
Grade  of  the  Leaving  Certificate 
Examination. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
BOARD  FOR  IRELAND. 

Senior  or  Middle  Grade  Certificate 
Examination, 

CENTRAL  WELSH  BOARD, 

Honours,  Senior  or  Junior  Certifi- 
cate Examination. 

OXFORD  &  CAMBRIDGE  SCHOOLS 
EXAMINATION  BOARD. 

Higher  or  Lower  Certificate  Ex- 
amination. 

COLLEGE  OF  PRECEPTORS. 

Senior  or  Junior  Certificate  Exami- 
nation. 

The  Registrar  is  not  empowered  to  accept  Certificates  of 
having  passed  in  the  six  required  subjects  at  an  Examination  of 
a  legally  constituted  Examining  Body  not  included  in  the  above 
]iat  or  certificates  taken  at  more  than  three  examinations,  but 
guch  certificates  may  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  and  each  individual  case  will  be  considered  on  its 
merits. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

Matriculation  Examination. 
Higher  School-leaving  Certificate. 
Junior  School  Examination. 
Senior  School  Examination. 

ONIVBRSITY  OF  DURHAM. 

Jnnioror  Senior  Local  Examinations 
Certificate  of  Proficiency  Examina- 
tion. 

DHITERSITIBS  OF  MANCHES- 
TER, LIVERPOOL,  LEEDS, 
SHEFFIELD,  &  BIRMINGHAM. 

Joint  Matriculation  Examination. 

Junior  School  Examination. 

School  Certificate  Examination. 

UHIVBRSITY  OF  BRISTOL. 

Matriculation  Examination. 

UNIVERSITIES  OF  EDINBURGH, 
ABERDEEN.  GLASGOW,  AND 
ST.  ANDREWS. 

Preliminary  Examination  in  Arts, 
or  Medicine,  or  Science. 

Janior  and  Senior  Local  Examina- 
tions. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY  OF 
IRELAND. 

Matriculation  Examination. 

UHIVERSITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

Fnblio  Entrance  Examinations 
(For  "  High  Places.") 


QUALIFYING  EXAMINATION. 


Persons  ■who  pass  this  Examination  are  registered  as 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  are  then  eligible  for  election  as 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  on  payment  of  an 
annual  subscription  of  one  guinea.  They  are  also  entitled  to 
aasume  and  use  the  title  "  Pharmjucist."  The  fee  for  tihe 
examination  is  ten  guineas,  but  a  person  who  has  attended  and 
failed  to  pass  may  re-enter  for  the  examination  on  payment  of 
ft  reduced  fee  of  three  guineas.  The  subjects  of  examination  are 
Botany,  Chemistry  and  Physics,  Practical  Chemistry,  Materia 
Medica,  Pharmacy,  Practical  Pharmacy  and  Dispensing,  and 
Prescriptions.  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
recommends  that  all  candidates  before  presenting  themselves 
for  examination  should  receive  a  systematic  course  of  instruction 
occupying  a  period  of  not  less  than  six  months ;  and  that  suoh 
period  of  study  should  include  at  least  sixty  lectures  in 
Chemistry,  eighteen  hours'  work  in  each  week  in  Practical 
Chemistry,  forty-five  lectures  and  demonstrations  in  Botany,  and 
twenty-five  lectures  and  demonstrations  in  Materia  Medica. 

The  Boards  of  Examiners  in  London  and  in  Edinburgh  meet 
in  January,  April,  and  July,  also  at  the  end  of  September  or 
•the  beginning  of  October.  Each  candidate  for  the  Minor 
Examination  must  give  notice  and  pay  the  fee  to  the  Registrar 
in  London  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember, or  December,  and  he  will  receive  due  notice  of  the 
date  on  which  he  will  be  required  to  present  himself  for  ex- 
amination. When  giving  notice  for  the  first  time  a  candidate 
must  have  attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  must 
iLbo  produce  a  Registrar's  Certificate  of  Birth,  as  well  as  a 
certified  declaration  that  he  has  been  registered  as  an  "  Appren- 
tice or  Student,"  and  has  for  three  years  been  practically  en- 
gaged in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of  prescriptions.  The 
printed  form  on  which  this  declaration  is  to  be  made  can  only 
te  obtained  from  the  Registrar,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C.  1.  Each  candidate  must  also  state,  at  the  time  of  giving 
notice,  whether  he  desires  to  be  examined  in  London  or  Edin- 
burgh. 

Examination  Syllabus. 

Copi«  of  th-e  Examination  Syllabus  can  be  obtained 
rrcttis  on  application  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  17,  Bloomsfcury  Square,  London. 
W.C.  1. 


MAJOR  EXAMINATION. 

Persons  who  pass  the  Major  Examination  are  registered  as. 
"  Phai-maceuticaJ  Chemists,"  and,  as  such,  are  exempt  from 
SCI  vice  on  all  juries  and  inquests  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
fee  for  the  examination  is  three  guineas,  and  the  fee  for  re- 
examination two  guineas.  The  Major  Examination  is  Ibeld  in 
April  and  July  only.  The  examination  in  the  respective  sub- 
jects— Botany^  Chemistry  and  Pbysics,  Practical  Chemistry,  and 
Materia  Medica — may  be  oral,  practical,  or  vnritten,  or  all  throe. 
In  the  practical  portion  of  the  examination,  standard  works  of 
reference  are  provided  for  the  use  of  candidates,  at  tlie  discretion 
of  the  examiner.  In  preparing  for  this  examination,  it  is  quite 
as  necessary  as  in  the  case  of  the  Qualifying  Examination,  if  not 
more  necessary,  that  candidates  should,  before  presenting  them- 
selves, receive  a  systematic  course  of  instruction  in  the  respeo- 
tive  subjects,  a  period  of  three  to  six  months  being  devoted  to 
the  work,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  time  spent  in  a  well- 
oonduoted  laboratory,  such  as  that  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  School  of  Pharmacy,  or  some  other  high-class  institu- 
tion. 

Major  Examination  Syllabus. 

Copies  of  the  Major  Examination  Syllabus  can  be  obtained 

§ratis  on  application  to  the  Registrar  of  tihe  Pharmaceutical 
ociety,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Major  Questions. 

The  questions  set  for  the  Major  Examination  are  published 
from  time  to  time  in  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  and  the 
series  for  the  previous  year  will  toe  found  in  the  Fharmaceutioal 
Society's  Calendar,  at  page  139. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SCHOLARSHIPS  AND  PRIZES; 


The  Jacob  Bell  Memorial  Scholarships. 

These  scholarships,  two  in  number,  are  offered  annually,  to 
be  competed  for  by  scholars  who  shall,  upon  the  session  ensuing 
upon  the  award  of  the  schola.rsiiip,  be  pupils  in  the  Sohool  erf 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Each  scholarship  is  of  the  annual 
value  of  £26,  and  is  tenable  for  one  year  only.  The  subjects  of 
examination  are  Latin,  French  or  German,  Chemistry,  Pihar- 
maoy,  and  Botany.  On  the  day  on  which  the  examination  is 
held  the  candidate  must  not  be  less  than  twenty,  nor  moro  than 
twenty-two  y.ars  of  age.  The  syllabus  of  the  subjects  for 
exanaination,  the  conditions  of  the  scholarship,  and  the  questions 
set  for  examination  in  1916  are  given  on  page  183,  et  seq.,  of 
the  Society's  Calendar  for  1917,  and  the  questions  for  1917  in 
the  P.J. 

Further  particulars  and  copies  of  the  syllabus,  etc.,  can  be 
had  on  apphcation  to  the  Secretary,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London,  W.C.  1. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  Scholarship. 

This  scholarship,  which  is  of  the  yearly  value  of  £34,  is  offered 
annually,  and  in  the  session  immediately  following  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  prize  the  winner  is  required  to  enter  a.s  a  student 
either  at  the  Society's  School  of  Pharmacy,  or,  in  case  be  may 
so  elect,  for  six  months  in  the  proivinoial  School  of  Pharmacy 
selected  by  bim  and  approved  by  the  Council  of  the  Society. 
The  subjects  of  examination  are  Latin,  Elements  of  Chemistry, 
Pharmacy,  Botany,  and  Physics.  Information  as  to  the  syllalbui 
and  conditions  of  the  competition  can  be  had  on  applicatioD 
to  the  Secretary,  17,  Bloomsbury  iSquare,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes. 

One  sdholarship  of  £50  and  four  prizes  of  £5  each  are 
awarded  annually  by  a  Committee  of  Trustees,  on  behalf  of 
the  donors,  Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros,  and  Foster,  of  New  York. 
The  competition  is  open  to  any  registered  student  of  pbarmacy 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  twenty- 
two,  who  has  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  entry  for  the  qualifying 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  the  licence 
examination  of  the  Pharmaoeutioal  Society  _  of  Ireland.  He 
examination,  which  ia  a  written  one,  comprises  papers  in  Hle- 
tnentary  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  Prescription  Reading, 
Practical  Pharmacy,  and  Business  Knowledge.  The  conditions 
of  competition,  tenure  of  scholarship,  and  examination  syllabus 
can  be  had  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  iSeoretary,  Albert  Chambers, 
64-55,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C.  'This  competition  is 
suspended  for  *h©  duration  of  the  war. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Associatioa  Scholarship. 
This  Association  offers  to  local  apprentices  a  scholarship  fbr 
attendance  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Classes  in  Robert  Gordon's 
College,  Aberdeen.  Applications  for  detailed  information  on 
the  suibject  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Marshall  K.  Watt,  28, 
Eeslemont  Avenue,  Aberdeen. 
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PRIZES  AWARDED   BY   THE  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETY. 


Herbarium  Prize. 

A  silver  medal,  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council,  as  a 
second  prize,  a  bronze  medal,  and  also  certificates  of  honour, 
are  offered  annually  by  the  Council  for  the  best  .herbarium  or 
herbaria  collected  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Channel  Islands,  or  the  Isle  of  Man  by  "  student  associates " 
of  the  Society  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Full  details  of 
the  conditions  of  the  competition  are  giveu  in  the  Calendar  for 
1917,  p.  195. 

School  of  Pharmacy  Prizes. 

Medals  and  Certificates  of  Honour  are  offered  by  the  Council 
of  the  Society  to  students  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  are 
awarded  partly  on  the  results  of  class  examination,  and  partly 
on  those  of  periodical  revision  classes.  They  can  only  be  taken 
iby  subscribers  to  the  Society  who  have  attende^d  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  course  immecliately  preceding  the  competition. 

The  Charles  James  Hewlett  Exhibition. 

This  Memorial  Exhibition  is  awarded  annually  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Professors,  to  the  student  associate,  other  than 
a  Bell  Scholar,  who  most  distinguishes  himself  during  attend- 
ance at  the  Elementary  Course.  The  amount  of  the  exhibition 
is  about  £15,  and  it  is  a  consequential  condition  that  the  exhi- 
bitioner shall  attend  the  next  ensuing  Advanced  Course  in  the 
Society's  School. 


POST-GRADUATE  PRIZES  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS. 


Council  Examination  Prizes. 

Pharmaceutical  chemists  who  were  members  of  the  Society 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  qualifying  examination  will  he  entitled 
to  enter  for  the  following  prizes  at  the  competition  next  follow- 
ing the  date  on  vvhich  they  passed  the  Major  Examination:  — 
First  Prizq:  Pereira  Medal  in  silver,  and  a  present  of  hooks, 
given  by  the  late  Thomas  Hyde  Hills  in  memory  of  Jacob  Bell. 
Second  Prize :  The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  medal  in  silver. 
Third  Prize:  Medal  in  bronze.  The  subjects  of  examination 
are  Materia  Medica.  Botany,  and  Chemistry.  The  examination 
is  a  written  one,  is  held  in  April,  and  competitors  may  be 
examined  in  London  or  Edinburgh.  {Vide  Calendar,  p.  191, 
et  seq.). 

The  Redwood  Scholarship. 

The  Redwood  Scholarship  is  offered  biennially  in  April  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
advanced  instruction  in  Chemistry  and  Chemical  Pharmaco- 
logy, with  a  view  to  conducting  original  investigations  in 
these  subjects.  The  scholar  receives  the  sum  of  not  less  than 
£60,  and  is  provided,  free  jf  cost,  with  a  working  bench, 
apparatus,  and  materials  in  the  Society's  Research  Labora- 
tory. Applications  must  be  sent  to  the  Reg-istrar  of  the  Societv 
not  later  than  April  25,  1918. 

The  Burroughs  Scholarship. 

The  Burroughs  Scholarship  is  offered  hiennially  in  April  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  vcho  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
advanced  instruction  in  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  with  a 
view  to  conducting  original  investigations  in  these  subjects. 
The  scholar  receives  the  sum  of  about  £50,  and  the  conditions 
of  the  scholarship  are  the  same  as  those  relating  to  the 
Red-wood  Scholarship  (see  preceding  paragraph).  Applica- 
tions must  be  sent  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Society  not  later 
than  April  25,  1919. 

Salters'  Research  Fellowship  in  Chemistry. 

This  Fellowship,  of  the  value  of  £100.  is  offered  annually 
by  the  Salters'  Compan\.  It  is  tenable  in  the  Research 
Laboratory  for  one  year,  but  may  be  renewed  under  certain 
conditions,  and  the  hblder  is  expected  to  devote  his  whole 
time  to  original  investigation.  Application  should  be  made 
to  the  Directors  of  the  Research  Laboratories  on  or  before 
June  50. 

The  Ransom  Research  Fellowship. 
This  Fellowship,  of  the  value  of  £100  per  annum,  was  founded 
in  1917  by  Mr.  Francis  Ransom,  of  Hitchin,  the  object  of  the 
endowment  being  the  promotion  of  research  in  anri  the  investi- 
gation of  crude  drugs.  Candidates,  who  may  be  of  eithei-  sex, 
must  be  registered  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  also  be 
members  of  the  Society,  and  must  give  an  undertaking  not  to 
engage  in  any  unauthorised  oommercial  work  during  teinire  of 
the  Fellowship.  The  selected  candidate  must  for  twelve  months 
after  appointment  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Council  in 
the  Research  Lalboratory  or  in  the  Museums  of  the  Society,  antt 


will  be  furnished  free  of  charge  with  suoh  drugs,  chemicals,  or 
apparatus  as  shall  ibe  deemed  requisite.  The  Fellowship  may  be 
determined  at  any  time,  or  renewed  for  a  second  or  third  year 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Council.  AU  applications  for  the  Fellow- 
ship must  bo  made,  on  or  before  June  25  in  each  year,  to  the- 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  from  whom  a  copy  of  the  regulations- 
and  all  information  can  be  obtained. 


PROVINCIAL  ASSOCIATION  AND  OTHER  PRIZES. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

This  .Association  offers  several  prizes  for  competition  among 
its  own  members,  including  a  ticket  ifor  attendance  at  chemistry 
classes,  and  a  prize  in  botany. 

The  Kinninmont  Prize. 

This  prize,  instituted  by  the  late  Alexander  Kinninmont,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Glasgow,  is  oflered  annually  to  pharmacists 
who  have  acted  as  assistants  in  the  West  of  Scotland  under 
certain  other  conditions.  For  further  particulars,  apply  to  the- 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  L.  Ciii-rio,  223,  Byi-es  Road,  G-lasgow. 

The  Petrie  Trust  Bursary. 

Under  the  will  of  the  late  James  Jameson  Petrie,  chemist  and. 
druggist,  of  Aberdeen,  the  Council  were  constituted  trustees 
of  a  sum  of  £400,  the  income  from  which  is  to  be  award6>d 
annually  as  a  bursary  to  a  student  associate  of  the  Society 
who  shall  haive  completed  three  years'  apprenticeship  in  the  City 
or  County  of  Aberdeen  and  shall  not  have  previously  studied  at 
a  school  of  pharmacy.  Applicants  must  undertake  to  attend  a 
full  course  of  pharmacy  at  Robert  Gordon's  Technical  College  or 
other  recognised  school  of  pharmacy.  The  Council  is  at  present 
in  communication  with  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion with  reference  to  the  regulations  for  the  bursary,  w'hich- 
will  be  issued  in  due  course. 


PHARMACY  QUALIFICATION  IN  IRELAND. 


The  qualification  to  practise  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  doea 
not  entitle  its  holder  to  practise  in  Ireland,  nor  are  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  recognised  in^ 
Great  Britain. 

A  candidate  for  the  pharmaceutical  licence  in  Ireland  must 
first  pass  the  Preliminary  Examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  or  some  other  approved  examination,  pa.r- 
ticulars  of  w^hich  can  be  obtained  from  the  Registrar,  67,  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  frbm  whom,  also,  or  from  the  Calendar 
of  the  Irish  Society,  all  information  can  be  had  as  to  the  con- 
ditions for  the  acquirement  of  the  Assistant's  Certificate,  and' 
qualification  as  a  Registered  Druggist,  or  a  Licentiate  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 


DEGREES  IN  PHARMACY. 


Degrees  in  Science  in  pharmacy  are  conferred  by  the  Univer- 
sities of  Manchester  and  Glasgow. 

Manchester. — For  the  B.Sc.  degree  students  must  first  pass 
the  University  Matriculation  Examination,  and  then  attend  the 
University  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Details  ae  to  the  con- 
ditions and  curriculum  -will  be  found  in  the  University  Calendar, 
or  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  Registrar. 

Glasgow. — For  the  B.Sc  (Pharm.)  candidates  must  pass  the- 
Science  Preliminary  Examination  or  its  equivalent,  and  subse- 
quently must  attend  seven  courses  of  instruction  in  the  prescribed' 
subjects,  in  not  less  than  throe  ncademio  years.  The  Regula- 
tions for  the  degree  are  puhlished  by  .1.  Maclehose  and  Sons, 
61.  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  and  in  .  the  University 
Calendar. 


DEGREES  IN  SCIENCE. 


Degrees  in  Science  are  granted  by  the  various  Universities. 
In  the  case  of  the  London  University  External  degrees,  no  resi- 
dential qualification,  nor,  unless  under  exceptional  conditions, 
is  any  curriculum  required.  In  order  to  obtain  the  B.So. 
dfgiee  of  London  University  it  is  necessary  (1)  to  pass  the 
Matriculation  Examination,  or,  if  a  graduate  of  some  Univer- 
sity, to  register  as  a  student ;  (2)  to  pass  the  Intermediate 
Science  Examination :  (3)  to  pass  the  B.Sc.  Examination.  For 
particulars  of  this  and  Science  degrees  in  other  Universiti^ts 
application  should  be  made  to  the  respective  Registrars. 
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THE  MEDICAL  CURRICULUM. 


Much  information  witS  regard  to  medical  education,  train- 
ing, and  qualification  is  published  in  the  annual  educational 
issues  of  the  Lancet  and  the  British  Medical  Journal,  which 
should  be  consulted  by  pharmacists  or  others  meditating  medical 
study.  Legal  status  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  the  United 
Kingdom  is  conferred  by  admission  to  the  Medical  Register, 
which  is  kept  bj-  the  General  Medical  Council.  The  pre- 
requisite conditions  for  registration  are  the  possession  of  a 
diploma  or  diplomas  in  both  medicine  and  surgery,  granted  after 
examination  by  a  recognised  body,  or  bodies,  and  the  pasonent 
of  a  fee  of  £5.  For  a  copy  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
Regulations  apply  to  the  Acting  Registrar,  44,  Hallam  Street, 
Portland  Place,  London,  W.C.  1. 


THE  DENTAL  CURRICULUM. 


No  person  may  take  the  title  of  "Dentist,  Dental  Surgeon,  or 
Dental  Practitioner,"  or  imply  by  any  means  that  he  is  registered 
under  the  Dentists  Act,  unless  he  is  registered,  under  a  penalty 
of  £20 ;  nor  can  an  unregistered  person  recover  at  law  far  advice 
or  attendance.  Medical  men  are  not  subject  to  these  restric- 
tions. Those  entitled  to  registration  are  licentiates  in  dental 
surgery  or  dentistry  of  any  medical  authority,  and  foreign  and 
colonial  dentists  with  accepted  certificates.  For  details  of  the 
curriculum  and  other  conditions  of  qualification  recourse  should 
be  had  to  the  educational  issues  of  the  Lancet  and  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  or  to  the  Secretary  or  Dean  of  the  various 
dental  schools  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


DIPLOMA  IN  VETERINARY  SURGERY. 


The  Diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  is 
granted  after  the  candidate  has  passed  a  preliminary  Examina- 
tion recognised  by  the  R.C.V.S.,  and  has  completed  a  four 
years'  course  at  an  affiliated  veterinary  college  in  London, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  or  DubUn,  and  has  succeeded 
in  passing  an  examination  at  the  end  of  each  year.  The  fee  for 
ea<dx  of  the  yearly  examinations  is  £5  fre-examination,  £3  3s.), 
and  there  is  a.  registration  fee  of  £1  on  passing  the  Final 
Examination  after  the  candidate  has  aftained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  For  further  particulars  application  should  be  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  College,  at  10,  Red  Lion  Square,  London, 
W.C.  1. 


DIPLOMAS  IN  OPTICS. 


Diplomas  in  Optics  are  granted  by  the  Spectacle  Makers'  Com- 
pany  and  the  British  Optical  x\ssociation.  Particulars  of  the 
respective  fschemes  for  the  certification  of  opticians  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Spectacle  Makers'  Company, 
Temple  House,  Temple  Avenue,  London,  E.G.,  or  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  British  Optical  Association,  Clifford's  Inn,  Londoi', 
E.G.  4. 

Optical  Institutions. 

The  I.vSTiTtJTE  op  Ophthalmic  Optici.an.s. — Qualification  for 
fellowship  consists  in  the  possession  of  certain  diplomas.  The 
Secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  25,  Friem  Barnet  Road, 
New  Barnet,  who  will  be  pleased  to  give  further  information, 
and  the  official  organ  i.s  the  Institute  Journal  and  Optometrist. 

Bbitish  Optical  Institttte,  Fern  Lodge,  20a,  Grove  Road, 
Brixton,  London,  S.W. — Under  the  personal  direction  an  1 
supervision  of  the  Principal,  Dr.  Max  Coque,  B.Sc,  and  h.s 
Ajssistant,  Mr.  Harry  Firth,  F.B.O.A.,  F.S.M.C.  (First  P.i/e- 
man).  candidates  are  thoroughly  trained  for  the  F.S.M.C.  :infl 
B.O.A.  Examinations.  The  Institute,  which  is  exceptionally 
well  equipped,  has  a  remarkable  record  in  the  high  percentage 
of  passes  of  its  students.  Day  and  evening  classes  a,re  cnn- 
ductf;d,  and  an  efficient  and  reliable  system  of  postal  tuition 
is  employed. 

The  Sociztt  of  Chemist  Opticiaks  was  formed  in  the 
interest.^  of  those  pharmacists  who  have  diplomas  in  Optics.  The 
mibsfrription  is  for  member.*  and  associates  7s.  6d.  per  annum, 
and  for  assistants  23.  6d.  Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  25,  Friem  Barnet 
Roa.d,  New  Southgatc.  The  Society's  official  organ  is  the 
Optician. 


PUBLIC  APPOINTMENTS, 


The  following  indications  as  to  the  nature  and  scope  of  some 
of  the  principal  openings  on  this  side  for  pharmacists,  may  serve 
as  a.  guide  to  sources  of  fuller  information. 

Dispensers  in  Naval  Hospitals. 

Pereons  holding  either  of  the  statutory  qualifications  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  licence  of  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  under  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  are  eligible  for  appointment  as  Nav^l  Dispensers,  with 
salaries  according  to  grade,  rising  to  maxima  of  £170,  £250  and 
£350.  Intending  candidates  for  examination,  upon  the  marks 
earned  in  which  priority  of  appointment  depends,  should  apply 
to  the  Director-General  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy. 

Government  Laboratory  Chemists. 

The  staff  at  the  Government  Laboratory,  Clement's  Inn 
Passage,  Strand,  London,  W.C,  consists  mainly  of  seoond-class- 
anolysts  (salaries  £160  per  annum,  rising  to  a  maximum  of  £350), 
who  are  eligible  for  promotion  to  first-class  analysts  (£400  rising 
to  £550),  and  a  few  higher  and  better-paid  appointments. 
Details  of  examinations  and  other  information  can  be  obtainedl. 
from  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners,  Burlington  House, 
London,  W.  1. 

Hospital  Dispensers. 

The  Society's  qualification  is  a  prerequisite  for  appointment  as 
assistant-dispenser  at  the  principal  London  and  provincial 
general  hospitals.  Commencing  salaries  have  hitherto  ranged' 
from  £100  at  the  larger,  and  £70  to  £80  at  the  smaller  hospitals, 
with  luncheon  and  tea,  or  an  allowance  in  lieu  of  these,  but  no 
qualified  pharmacist  is  likely  now  to  accept  such  inadequate 
remuneration. 

L.C.C.  Asylum  Dispenserships. 

A  number  of  lunatic  asylums  are  rimder  the  management  of 
the  London  County  Coimcil,  and  at  most  of  these  a  registered 
pharmacist  is  employed  as  dispenser.  Vacancies  are  advertised 
in  the  P.J.  Dispensing  chemists  are  pensionable  on  the  first 
class  scale  under  the  Asylum  Officers'  Superannuation  Act,  1908. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Dispensers^ 

A  certain  number  of  pharmacists  are  employed  as  dispensers 
under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.  For  information  as  to 
conditions  of  service  and  emoluments,  apply  to  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  Victoria  Embankment,  London,  E.C.  4. 

Poor  Law  Dispensers. 

The  appointment  of  Poor  Law  Dispensers  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Hitherto,'  statutory 
qualification  has  not  been  essential,  but  the  growing  tendency 
is  to  give  preference  to  registered  pharmacists,  a  result  due 
largely  to  the  activity  and  influence  of  the  Public  Pharmacists'' 
and  Dispensers'  Association.  Salaries  range  from  £liO, 
advancing  by  biennisfl  increments  of  £10  to  £180  in  Londoji. 

Prison  Pharmacists. 

Candidates  for  these  appointments  must  be  between  twenty- 
four  and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  must  hold  the  Society's  qualifi- 
cation. Salaries  are  on  the  following  s'cale  : — Minimum,  £2  2s. ; 
annual  increments,  9d.  a  week  to  £2  9s.  6d.,  thence,  after  a  year, 
£2  12s.  a  week,  and  by  annual  increments  of  3s.  a  week  to  £3, 
with  allowances  of  7s.  6d.  per  week  for  quarters,  and  £5  4s,  per" 
annum  in  lieu  of  imiform.  After  fifteen  years'  service  the 
emoluments  of  a  prison  pharmacist  aggregate  £180  14s.  For 
further  information  apply  to  the  Prison  Commission,  Home 
Office,  Whitehall,  London,  S.W.  1, 

Public  Analysts  and  Technological  Chemists. 

The  diplomas  of  A,I.C.  and  F.I.C.  granted  by  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  which  is  the  only  organisation  specmlly  incorporated 
by  Royal  Charter  for  the  systematic  education  and  examination 
of  persons  preparing  for  practice  as  analysts,  etc.,  are  generally 
recognised  as  guarantees  of  competency  in  analytical  and  tech- 
nological chemistry.  The  regulations  of  the  Institute  have 
recently  been  revised.  Candidates  for  the  Associateship  are 
now  required  to  have  undergone  four  years'  systematic  train- 
ing, or  the  equivalent,  in  chemistry,  physics,  and  allied  sciences, 
and  to  pass  an  examination,  occupying  five  days,  in  various 
branches  of  chemistry,  bacteriology,  etc.  Associates  are  eligible 
for  admission  to  the  Fellowship  without  further  examination  on 
giving  satisfactory  proof  of  having  been  engaged  for  tjiree  years 
following  election  as    Associates,  in   the  study  and  practical 
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^work  of  applied  chemistry,  and  provided  that  they  have  carried 
out  original  research,  or  have  devised  processes,  or  inventions, 
or  produce  other  evidence  of  competence  acceptable  to  the 
Council.  The  regulations  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  are 
-obtainable  (gratis)  from  the  Registrar,  30,  Russell  Square, 
London,  W.C.  1. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

Positions  for  pharmacists  have  been  created  in  connection 
witili  the  administration  of  the  Insurance  Act  in  different 
capaoibies  on  the  staffs  of  pricing  bureaux.  When  the  appoints 
ment  is  a  whole-time  one,  the  I'emunera/bion,  although  never 
hberal,  is  fairly  adequate.  A  few  of  the  lairger  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  employ  a  whole-time  salaried  secretary,  but  for  the 
most  part  ibhe  Secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  has 
to  be  content  with  a  small  honorarium  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
liis  services.  Vacancies  for  prioers  and  controllers  are 
-occasionally  advertised  in  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 


COURSES  FOR  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS. 


ENGLAND.— LONDON. 

School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. — This 
School  provides  systematic  courses  of  instruction  for  the  Minor 
and  Major  Examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Botti 
courses  will  commence  in  October,  the  Minor  Course  continuing 
until  the  end  of  June,  and  the  Major  Course  until  the  end  of 
March  in  the  following  year.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
to  admit  ito  special  shol^;«r  courses  students  who  can  satisfy  the 
Dean  that  they  have  already  xeceived  adequate  scientific  train- 
ing. Applications  for  admission  to  the  School,  or  for  any 
information  respecting  it,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Dean  of 
the  School  (Professor  Greenish),  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Battersea  Polytechnic,  S.W. — Complete  day  and  evening 
•classes  are  arranged  to  give  courses  for  the  Major  and  Minor 
^Examinations,  B.Sc.  (Degree  courses  for  pharmaceutical 
Air.  R.  E.  Griffiths,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.  The  next  session  opens  on 
October  1.  Special  circular  on  application  to  the  Secretary,  price 
Id.,  post  free  Ijd. 

City  of  London  College.— The  Michaelmas  Term  at  this 
college.  White  Street  and  Ropemaker  Street,  E.C.  2,  begins 
on  October  1.  There  is  special  preparation  for  the  examinations 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Full  particulars  gratis  on 
application  to  tlie  Secretary,  Mr.  Savage. 

Elt's  College,  North  Finchley,  N.  12.— The  situation  of  the 
college  is  alike  salubrious  and  convenient.  It  is  well  appointed 
in  every  respect,  and  possesses  one  of  the  largest  botanic  and 
materia  medica  gardens  in  the  country.  The  new  laboratory 
courses  for  women  students  preparing  for  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
examination  start  on  August  29  and  November  5,  1917.  For 
full  particulars  of  all  courses  write  to  the  Secretary. 

Gordon  Hall,  Gordon  Square,  W.C— Miss  Margaret  E. 
Buchanan,  Miss  S.  I.  Heywood,  and  Miis  D.  Maughan  train 
•women  students  in  phai'macy  and  arrange  short  courses  or 
special  tuition.  Former  students  have  gained  the  Pereira  Medal, 
tne  Hewlett  and  Fairchild  Scholarships,  and  the  iVIartindale 
Medal. 

The  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  361,  Clapham  Road, 
London,  S.W.  9,  is  conveniently  situated  for  students  from  all 
parts  of  London,  and  is  well  equipped  and  appointed  in  every 
department.  The  Principal,  Mr.  Henry  Wootton,  B.Sc.  (Lond.), 
provides  full  courses  for  the  examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  for  the  Assistants'  Examination  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall.  The  next  full  course  of  lectures  and  practical  work 
begins  on  September  24.  Application  for  the  syllabus  of  courses 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal. 

South- Western  Polytechnic  Institute,  Manresa  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W.  3. — Complete  day  and  evening  courses  for  the  Minor, 
Major,  and  Apothecaries'  Hall  examinations  begin  on  Septem- 
ber 25.  A  course  treating  of  the  analysis  of  food  and  drugs 
suitable  for  the  final  examination  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
is  held  on  Wednesday  evenings  during  the  session.  Particulars 
of  the  classes  will  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary,  Room  71,  at 
the  above  address. 

South  of  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  186,  Clapham  Road, 
■S.W.  9.— Principal,  H.  Lucas,  Ph.C,  F.ClS.  Systematic  instru«- 
tion  according  to  sound  principles  and  methods  is  given  daily 
during  the  session  in  chemistry,  pharmacy,  botany,  and  allied 
-subjects  in  preparation  for  the  examinations  of  the  Pharma- 
oeutical  Society  and  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  Apothecaries' 


Hall  classes  begin  August  14  and  November  1.  Minor  course 
opens  on  October  1  and  Evening  Classes  on  rhe  same  date. 
For  prospectus  and  particulars  apply  to  the  Principal. 

University  College,  London.- Instruction  in  pharmacy  ia 
given  in  the  dispensing  department  of  Uni-versity  College  Hos- 
pital, Gower  Street,  London,  W.C.  1.  The  lecturer  is  Mr.  C  H 
Hampshire,  B.Sc,  F.LC,  Ph.C,  and  classes  are  held  on  three 
days  in  the  week,  at  12  noon,  and  at  other  times  by  arrange- 
ment. The  fees  are:  First  course,  £3  3g.:  second  course. 
£1  Is. 

Westminster  College,  402,  Clapham  Road,  S.W.  9.— PrincipaJs, 
Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  Ph.C,  and  Mr.  P.  H.  Woodnoth.  This 
college,  which  was  founded  by  Mr.  Wills  in  1874,  is  the  oldest 
established  private  school  of  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain,  and 
enjoys  an  enviable  record  of  success  and  progress.  Candidates 
are  prepared  for  the  following  examinations: — Preliminary 
(College  of  Preceptors),  Pharmaceutical  (Major  and  Minor),  and 
Apothecaries'  Hall.  There  is  a  spacious  and  well-stocked  repre- 
sentative botanic  garden  of  great  practical  service  in  the  study 
of  systematic  botany,  and  facilities  are  offered  for  the  attend- 
ance of  students  on  the  weekly  half-holiday  and  in  other 
respects.  A  well-conducted  postal  system  is  another  special  and 
muoh-appreciated  feature  of  the  operations  of  the  College. 
Particulars  as  to  the  session  and  other  subjects  will  be  found 
in  the  advertisement  columns  of  this  issue,  and  the  College 
syllabus,  which  gives  all  the  necessary  information,  will  be 
forwarded  post  free  on  application. 

BATH. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy.— Mr.  David 
J.  Williams,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  the  principal  of  this  well-known 
College,  wihose  precept  and  practice  is  "Economy,  Efficiency, 
Individual  Attention,"  announces  that  Ladies'  Day  Classes  open 
on  August  15  and  November  6,  a  special  revision  course  for 
the  Minor  on  August  15,  the  long  Minor  course  on  September  12, 
ordinary  iMinor  and  Major  courses  on  October  3,  and  the  Apothe- 
caries' HaU  course  on  August  15  and  November  6.  For  par- 
ticulars, write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  College,  Cleveland  Place, 
East  Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Botany,  45,  Newhall  Street,  Birmingham,  Principal  G.  L. 
Scott,  Ph.C.,  who  personally  directs  and  supervises  the  work  of 
eacfh  student.  A  revision  course  opens  on  August  20,  and  the 
next  term  begins  on  October  3.    Full  particulars  on  application. 

ivEEDS. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds,  Principal 
F.  Pilkington  Sargeant.  The  distinctive  features  of  this  popular 
teacliing  centre  include  separate  rooms  for  lady  students,  indi- 
vidual tuition  combined  with  the  personal  attention  of  the 
Principal,  with  special  care  for  backward  students,  and  moderate 
and  inclusive  fees.  The  winter  session  commences  on  Octo- 
ber 16.    Prospectus  and  particulars  from  the  Secretary. 

Leeds  Technical  School.— Principal,  R.  E.  Barnett,  B.Sc. 
The  school  provides  a  full  course  for  the  Minor  Examination.  A 
special  class  in  bacteriology  for  pharmacists,  and  a  day  course 
for  training  women  assistant  dispensers,  commencing  early  in 
November.  Evening  classes  for  the  full  pharmaceutical  course 
begin  on  September  24.  "Pharmaceutical"  prospectus  post 
free  from  the  Secretary  for  Education,  Educational  Offices, 
Leeds. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  18,  Colquitt  Street,  Liver- 
pool. — Principal,  H.  Humphreys  Jones,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  offers 
special  advantages  to  students  in  respect  of  the  study  of 
morphological  botany  at  the  Botanic  Gardens  and  the  Museum, 
and  access  to  the  Materia  Medica  Museum  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association.  The  following  is  a  date  time-table  of 
the  principal  courses: — Minor  Revision  Cowse,  August  15; 
Minor  Course,  September  12 ;  Apothecaries'  '  Hall  Course, 
August  15.  Part-time  classes  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays,  3  to 
10  p.m.,  vSeptember  12.  Full  particulars  on  application  to  the 
Principal. 

MANCHESTER. 

Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy,  292,  Oxford  Road,  Man- 
chester.—Principal,  H.  Brindle,  F.C.S.,  Ph.C.  This  school, 
which  removed  to  more  commodious  and  conn'enient  premises  a, 
year  ago,  has  a  remarkable  record  of  examination  results.  All 
the  tuition  is  given  by  or  under  the  immediate  personal  super- 
vision of  the  Principal,  so  that  each  student  is  assured  of  close 
and  su.stained  individual  attention.  Special  Ladies'  Classes  ar* 
conducted  for  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  Examination. 
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The  Noithern  College  of  Pharmacy,  Burlington  Stireet, 
Manchester,  S.W. — Principal,  E.  Govver  Bryant,  F..C.S.  The 
practical  work  is  carried  out  in  fully  equipped  and  up-to-date 
laboratories.  There  are  full  and  part-time  classes,  and  by 
attendance  at  these  students  become  eligible  for  the  Clayton 
Scholarship.  Further  particulars  relating  to  the  College  will 
be  sent  post  free  on  application. 

The  Manchester  Municipal  School  of  Technology  conducts 
a  special  course  for  students  of  pharmacy,  commencing  on 
October  1,  which  is  given  jointly  by  this  School  and  the 
University.  The  lecturer  on  Pharmaceutics  is  Mr.  James  Grier, 
M.Sc.,  PLC,  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Bryant,  F.C.S.,  Principal  of  the 
Northern  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  been  appointed  lecturer  in 
chemistry  and  physics.  The  first  year  plan  of  study  is  adapted 
to  prepare  students  for  the  competition  for  the  Manchester 
Scholarship.  The  prospectus  of  the  part-time  evening  course 
will  be  forwarded  free  on  application. 

University  of  Manchester  School  of  Pharmacy. — ^Lecturer  in' 
Pharmaceutics.  James  Grier,  M.Sc.,  Ph.C.  The  teaching 
facilities  at  this  school  include  courses  for  the  Minor  and 
Major  Examinations,  B.Sc.  Degree  courses  for  pharmaceutical 
stuaents,  special  courses  in  Bacteriology  open  to  Major 
students,  and  courses  in  Pharmacology,  and  in  the  Chemistry 
and  Microscopy  of  Drugs  are  arranged  for  the  Final  Examination 
of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  The  Manchester  Scholarship  and 
the  Fairchild  Scholarship  are  tenable  at  Manchester  University, 
and  several  Entrance  Scholarships  are  open  to  students  entering 
on  a  Degree  course.  The  session  commences  in  October.  For 
prospectus  apply  to  the  Registrar. 

SHEFFIELD. 

SheflSeld  Central  Secondary  School. — Classes  in  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy,  adapted  to  the  needs  of  students  pre- 
paring for  the  Minor  Examination,  are  held  at  the  Central 
Secondary  School.  Sheffield,  the  teacher  being  Mr.  Ernest 
Preston,  Ph.C,  M.P.S.  Theje  are  also  classes  in  botany  and 
chemistry,  and  a  three  years'  Pharmacy  Course  has  been 
specially  planned.  This  is  particularly  suited  to  the  require- 
ments of  apprentices,  and  the  fees  for  the  classes  are  extremely 
moderate.  The  School  prospectus  gjves  full  information  con- 
cerning all  the  classes  and  courses  of  study,  and  can  be  obtained 
free  on  application. 

Sheffield  University. — Day  and  evening  classes  are  held  in 
Chemistry  (Organic  and  Inorganic)  and  Botany.    Pharmaceutical  » 
students  have  their  special  courses.      Prospectus   from  the 
Registrar,  Western  Bank. 

SCOTLAND.— ABERDEEX. 
Aberdeen.  Pharmaceutical  Department  of  Robert  Gordon's 
Technical  College.— Teacher,    Mr.    Gilbert    Simpson,  Ph.C. 
Copies  of  the  current  prospectus  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Simpson,  at  the  College. 

EDINBURGH. 

Royal  Dispensary  and  School  of  Pharmacy  of  Edinburgh. — 

Mr.  William  Duncan,  Principal  of  this  School,  announces  that 
the  next  session  begins  on  October  3,  and  evening  classes  will 
commence  on  October  1. 

Edinburgh,  Central  School  of  Pharmacy,  22,  Clyde  Street. 
— Inquiries  for  information  should  bo  addressed  to  the  Principal, 
Mr.  A.  A.  W.  Cuthbertson,  Ph.C. 

GLASGOW. 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  180,  West  Regent  Street, 
Glasgow. — The  teaching  staff  comprises  Mr.  Malcolm  M.  Irvine 
(Principal),  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Medallist  in  Pharmaceutics, 
and  Mr.  Jaa.  Tulloch,  M.A.  Day  classes  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  of  each  quarter.  Course  A  commences  on  October 
1,  and  is  a  three  months'  lecture  course,  in  which  the  work  of 
the  .syllabus  is  fully  detailed  and  experimentally  illustrated. 
Course  B  is  a  three  months'  tutorial  course  forming  a  natural 
•sequence  to  Course  A,  or  its  equivalent  in  the  form  of  four 
quartfru'  evening  clas.ses.  This  course  is  a  preparatory  one  for 
the  Minor  Examination.  The  complete  evening  course  extends 
over  two  sessions.  Further  information  is  embodied  in  the 
illustrated  prospectus,  which  rnay  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Principal. 

DENTAL  MEDICAL,  OPTICAL  AND  OTHER  COURSES 


ENGLAND. 

Royal  Dental  Hospital  (School  of  Dental  Surgery,  Univ^r- 
•sity  of  London),  Leicester  Square,  London,  W.C.  2.— Courses 
of  instruction  for  male  and  female  students  are  given  in  dental 
surgery  and  dental  mechanics  in  preparation  for  the  denial 
diploma.  The  winter  session  begins  in  October.  The  Dean 
will  hn  pleased  to  forwarfl  the  necessary  particulars  of 
■entrance. 


Charing  Cross  Hospital  Medical  School  (Univer.sity  of 
London)  is  open  to  inen  and  women,  and  terms  commence  ir 
January,  April,  and  October.  The  courses  of  study  are 
adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  all  the  examining  bodies. 
For  prospectus  and  full  information  apply  to  the  Acting  Dean, 
Dr.  W.  J.  Fenton,  at  the  School,  London,  W.C.  2. 

London  Hospital  Medical  School,  Mile  End,  London,  E.— 
The  winter  session  at  tiiis  school  opens  on  October  1,  .mJ 
the  examinations  for  the  Entrance  Scholarships  begin  on  Sep- 
tL^mber  25.  The  prospectus  and  full  information  as  to  the 
numerous  scholarships  and  prizes  in  connection  with  the  school 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Dean,  who  will  be  glad  to  make 
arrangements  for  anyone  wishing  to  see  over  the  Medical 
School. 

St.  John's  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin.— In-patient 
Department,  262,  Uxbridge  Road,  London,  W.  12.  Out-Patient 
Department  and  Offices,  49,  Leice.ster  Square,  W.C.  2.  For 
further  inforniiition  as  to  courses  of  clinical  instruction  write 
or  'phone  to  the  Secretary  at  the  Leicester  Square  Office. 

University  of  London,  University  College  (University  Centre 
for  Medical  Sciences).— Courses  of  Instruction  in  the  Faculty 
of  Medical  Sciences  are  arranged  for  men  and  women  students 
for  the  first  and  second  medical  examinations  of  the  University 
and  the  corresponding  examinations  of  other  Licensing  Bodies. 
Ample  provision  is  also  made  in  all  departments  for  post- 
graduate and  research  work.  The  next  session  begins  o:i 
October  1.  For  prospectus  and  information  apply  to  the 
Secretary,  University  College,  Gower  Street.  London. 

Institute  of  Optics,  9.  10,  and  11,  Temple  House,  Teinple 
Avenue,  London,  E.G.— Official  optical  tuition  for  the  examina- 
tions of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Spectacle-Makers  is  given 
at  the  above  address.  The  next  examination  will  be  held 
early  in  November,  and  entries  for  it  close  on  October  10. 
Full"  syllabus,  regulations,  and  entry  form  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Clerk. 

University  of  Birmingham.— The  University  includes 
Faculties  in  Science  and  Medicine  and  a  School  of  Dentistry. 
The  \^inter  session  commences  on  October  2.  Syllabuses  with 
full  information  will  be  sent  on  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  University. 

University  of  Durham  College  of  Medicine.— The  wmter 
session  begins  on  October  2,  and  the  University,  which  19 
open  to  men  and  women,  grants  degrees  in  Medicine,  Surgery, 
Hygiene,  and  Dentistry.  Further  particulars  will  be  furnished 
by  Professor  Howden,  Secretary,  at  the  College. 

School  of  Medicinal  Plant  Growin<5.  Chalfont  St  Peter, 
Bucks.— Practical  and  theoretical  training  is  given  in  the  culti- 
vation, drying,  and  marketing  of  plants,  and  posts  are  found 
for  capable  pupils.  Apply  to  Mrs.  Grieve,  F.R.H.S.,  at  the 
above  address. 

SCOTLAND. 

University  of  Aberdeen.— The  winter  .session  starts  on  October 
11.  The  Faculty  of  Medicine  emhraces  twelve  Chairs,  from 
which  instruction  is  given  in  all  the  main  departments  of 
Medical  Science,  in  preparation  for  the  degrees  granted  oy  il.e 
University.  A  prospectus  may  be  'had  on  application  to  the 
Secretary  at  the  University. 

University  of  Edinburgh  Medical  College.— In  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  the  arrangements  and  facilities  for  medical  study 
are  very  comprehensive  and  complete.  There  is  a  great  array 
of  teachers  of  the  first  rank  in  their  subjects,  and  the  plans 
for  the  degree  and  other  courses  of  studv  are  models  of  rational 
method.  Full  particulars  are  obtainable  from  the  Dean  of 
the  Medical  Faculty  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Senators. 

Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Qualifications.- Particulars  of  the 
examinations  for  the  triple  qualification  (licentiateship)  of  (the 
Roval  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Edinburgih,  and  the  Royal  Faculty  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  Glasgow,  may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr. 
D.  L.  Eadie.  50,  George  Square.  Edinburgh,  or  to  Mr.  Walter 
Hurst,  242,  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


PRELIMINARY  AND  SCHOLARSHIP  EXAMINATIONS. 

College  of  Preceptors..— Professional  Preliminary  Examina- 
tions are  held  at  various  centres  in  March.  June,  September, 
and  December.  For  the  relative  Resrulations  apply  to  the 
Secretary,  College  of  Preceptors,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C.  1. 

Mr.  Hugh  Cameron,  M.A.,  34,  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh, 
prepares  candidates  for  the  Medical,  Dental,  and  Pharmaceu- 
tical Preliminarv  Examinations,  with  special  reference  to  the 
examinations  held  by  the  Educational  Institute  of  Scotland. 
Prospectus  (gratis)  and  Calendars,  containing  specimen  examina- 
tion papers,  Is.,  from  Mr.  Cameron,  at  the  above  address. 


80 


THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.    [August  18.  1917. 


BACTERIOLOGY  CLASSES. 


Classes  for  instruction  in  bacteriology,  theoretical  or  practical, 
or  botli,  expressly  for  pharmacists,  or  adapted  to  their  require- 
ments, are  being  held,  or  will  be  held,  or  arranged  for  at  the 
following  centres 

London. — iBloomsbury  Square.    (Vide  p.  72.) 

BlEMlNGHAM. — -The  University  has  a  course  of  pathology  and 
bacteriology  for  medical  students,  and  the  authorities  are  pre- 
pared to  admit  pharmaceutical  students  to  this  course,  or  sucih 
portions  of  it  as  would  suit  their  purpose;  or  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  such  students  aj'e  forthcoming  to  form  a  special  class 
for  them. 

Glasgow. — The  special  class  for  piiarmacists,  under  Dr.  Ellis, 
at  tlie  Teclmical  College,  which  was  so  successfully  inaugurated 
last  winter,  will  be  resumed  next  autumn.  Furtlier  information 
will  be  given  in  due  course,  or  can  be  obtained  from  Dr.  ElUs 
at  the  College. 

Leeds. — There  is  a  special  class  for  pharmacists  at  the  Tech- 
nical School.  Apply  for  particulars  to  the  Secretary,  Educa- 
tional Offices,  Leeds. 

LiVEKPOOL.— Lectures  in  bacteriology,  arranged  for  by  the 
Liverpool  Pharmacists'  Training  Corps,  are  given  on  Tuesday 
evenings  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt  Street,  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Lewis,  Lecturer  in  Bacteriological  Method  at  the  University  of 
Liverpool.  Information  as  to  future  arrangements  may  be  had 
from  Quartermaster  A.  W.  Ashcroft,  112,  Aigburth  Road, 
Liverpool. 

Newcastle-on-Ttne. — Arrangements  are  proceeding  for  the 
institution  of  a  special  class  for  pharmacists.  Details  will  be 
published  later. 

Newport  (Mon.). — It  is  expected  that  arrangements  will  be 
made  by  the  Technical  Institute  for  the  institution  of  a  class 
for  pharmacists  for  the  ensuing  winter  session. 

Sheffield. — Classes  in  bacteriology  are  held  at  the  Univer- 
sity in  connection  with  the  medical  courses,  and  pharmacists 
are  admitted  to  these  classes  for  any  special  branch  of  the 
science  which  they  may  desire  to  study. 


TEXT-BOOKS    FOR    PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS, 


Botany. — The  student  should  make  up  his  mind  at  once  that 
this  science  cannot  be  learned  from  books  alone.  The  Jiving 
organism  itself  should  be  lus  first  object  of  examination.  In  the 
absence  of  a  teacher  to  explain  his  difficulties,  some  book  shouid 
be  used  side  by  side  with  the  plant  itself,  but  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  not  even  the  most  complete  acquaintance  with  the 
book  can  supei-sede  actual  observation  and  study  of  the  plant. 
In  his  first  studies  Scott's  '  Introduction  to  Structural  Botany  ' 
(Black,  Vol.  I.,  3s.  6d.)  is  useful  for  details,  while  the  first  four 
parts  of  Johnson's  '  Text-book  of  Botany  '  (Alhnan,  7s.  6d.)  form 
a  very  good  work  of  reference  for  the  beginner.  For  more 
advanced  work  the  second  volume  of  Scott's  '  Introduction ' 
(Black,  Vol.  II.,  3s.  6d.)  can  be  supi)lemented  by  the  fifth  part 
of  Johnson's  '  Text- book.'  Watt's  'School  Flora'  (Longmans, 
3s.  6d.)  is  the  best  field  book  for  beginners,  but  advanced  students 
should  have  Hayward's  '  Botanist's  Pocket-Book  '  (Bell,  4s.  6d.). 

Chemistry. — Recognising  that  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is 
founded  chiefly  on  the  science  of  chemistry,  the  student  should 
pay  special  attention  to  the  subject,  as  the  science  holds  the  key 
to  most  of  the  mysteries  of  the  art  of  pharmacy.  If  the  student 
should  happen  to  reside  in  a  town  where  there  is  a  college  or 
institution  in  which  classes  in  chemistry  are  held,  he  is  strongly 
advised  to  attend  th^oee  classes,  and  to  learn  as  much  of  the 
subject  as  he  can,  aided  by  reading  and  private  study.  An 
excellent  book  on  elementary  chemistry  is  Newth's  '  Text-book  of 
Inorganic  Chemistry  '  (Longmans,  6s.  6d.),  in  which  the  proper- 
ties of  tlie  elements  and  their  compounds  are  accurately  described 
in  simple  and  straightforward  language.  The  student  need-  not 
be  discouraged  if  he  finds  the  general  principles  very  difficult  to 
comprehend.  These  can  only  be  grasped  gradually,  and  in 
time,  with  diligent  study,  will  dawn  almost  imperceptibly  on  the 
student.  There  is  also  Smith's  '  Introduction  1>o  Inorganic 
Chemistry '  (Bell  and  Sons,  7s.  6d.).  For  organic  chemistry 
Perkin  and  Kipping's  '  Organic  Chemi.'rtry '  (Chambers,  7s.  6d.) 
may  be  used,  with  'Theoretical  Organic  Chemistry,'  by  J.  B. 
Cohen  (Macmillan,  6s.).  The  student's  analytical  work  may  be 
guided  by  Hampshire's  '  Volumetric  Analysis  '  (Churchill,  3s.  6d.), 
Perkin's  '  Qualitative  Chemical  Analysis  '  (Longmans,  4s.  6d), 
'Analytical  Chemistry,'  Vol.  II.:  'Quantitative  Analysis.'  by 
F.  P.'Treadwell.  translated  by  W.  T.  Hall  (.John  Wiley  and 
Sons,  N.Y.,  4  dollars),  Sutton's  'Volumetric  Analysis'  (Churchill, 
21s.    net),    Clowes    and    Coleman's    '  Quantita/tive  Chemical 


Analysis  (Churchill,  10s.  6d.),  and  Clowes  and  Coleman's 
'  Analytical  Chemistry,  Qualitative  and  Quantitative'  (Churchill, 
3s.  6d.),  may  also  he  consulted. 

Physics.— For  elementary  students  Gregory  and  Hadley's- 
'Class  Book  of  Physics,'  Parts  1,  2,  and  3  (iMacmillan,  2s.), 
may  be  used,  while  the  following  are  recommeJided  for  advanced 
work  :^dser'3  '  Heat  for  Advanced  Students '  (Macmillan 
4s.  6d.),  E(iser's  '  Light  '  (Macmillan,  6s.),  Thompson's  '  Elemen- 
tary Lessons  in  Electricity  and  Magnetism  '  (Macmillan,  4s.  6d.). 

Pharmacognosy,  or  materia  mcdica,  can  bo  intelligently  studied 
only  after  the  student  has  some  acquaintance  with  botany. 
Use'ful  text-books  are  Greenish's  '  Text-Book  of  Materia  Medica  * 
(Churchill,  15s.),  which  deals  with  the  subject  in  great  detail, 
and  iSouthall's  '  Organic  Materia  iMedica  '  (C^hurchill,  7s.  6d.). 
For  the  practising  pharmacist,  as  well  as  for  the  student,  the 
'  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  '  (10s.  6d.  net)  may  be  regarded 
as  a  most  important  reference  book  of  materia  medica,  covering 
las  it  does  not  only  official  and  'unofficial  drugs,  but  giving  in- 
formation on  the  chemistry,  etc.,  of  drugs  in  a  way  that  has 
not  been  attempted  in  other  vrorks. 

Pharmacy  being  the  subject  into  which  all  the  other  studies 
are  concentrated,  the  student  will  realise  that  the  "better  he  has 
employed  his  time  in  the  preparatory  studies  the  better  phar- 
macist he  will  be.  For  this  the  British  Pharmacopceia  is,  of 
course,  essential.  Lucas's  '  Practical  Pharmacy  '  (Churchill, 
12s.  6d.)  is  an  excellent  text-book  of  the  subject.  For  the  laws 
affecting  the  Sale  of  Poisons  students  should  consult  '  "Tho 
Chemist's  Annual '  for  the  current  year. 

Dispensing  may  be  studied  with  the  aid  of  such  books  as  the- 
'  Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book  for  Students  and  Practitioners.' 
Seventh  Edition.  2s.  net,  2s.  3d.  post  free  (The  Pharmaceutical 
Press,  2s.  6d.),  and  '  The  Art  of  Dispensing,'  by  P.  MacEwan  (the 
iChemist  and  Drufjgist,  5s.  6d.).  For  Prescription  Reading, 
Bennett's  'Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Latin  '  (Churchill,  6s.  6d.) 
isi  excellent. 

Microscopy. — Familiarity  with  tlie  use  of  the  microscope  is 
required  of  the  student,  so  he  should  make  every  endeavour  to 
obtain  one  of  some  kind,  and  use  it  constantly.  Comparison  of 
the  various  forms  thus  becomes  easy,  especially  after  reading 
one  of  the  following : — -Wliite's  '  The  Microscope  and  How  to 
Use  It'  (Sutton,  3s.),  Scales'  '  Elementary  Microscopy  '  Bailli^re, 
3s.),  or  Cross  and  Cole's  'Practical  Microscopy'  (BaiUi^e,  4s.). 
'  For  more  advanced  study  Greenish's  "  Microscopical  Examina- 
tion of  Food  and  Drugs '  (Ohurcihill,  10s.  6d),  with  Greenish  ancE 
Collin's  '  Anatomical  Atlas  of  Vegetable  Powders '  (Ohiwohili, 
12s.  6d.l  will  b%  found  useful. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Swindon  Police  Court. 


Proceedings  Under  Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

At  Swindon,  on  August  13,  John  Thomas  Painter,  carrying 
on  business  as  "  John  Painter  and  Sons,  wholesalers  and 
retailers,"  56,  Cricklade  Road,  Swindon,  on  premises  which 
'bore  all  the  appearance  of  a  chemist's  shop,  was  summoned  for 
selling  a  poison  in  Part  I.  of  the  Schedide  to  persons  unknown 
to  him.  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  showed  that  on  July  5 
two  women  were  supplied  with  the  ingredients  for  the  following 
prescription: — -"One  pennyworth  of  aloes,  one  peimyworth  of 
diachylon,  and  one  pennyworth  of  hiera-picra.  For  pills."  These 
drugs  were  supplied  screwed  up  in  pieces  of  paper. — Dr.  Bernard 
Dyer,  Public  Analyst,  of  Bath,  described  diachylon  as  one  of 
ithe  most  noxious  drugs  that  could  be  taken.  Its  only  legitimate 
use  was  in  plasters,  but  its  abuse  as  an  abortifacient  was 
notorious.  Even  if  it  did  not  act  in  that  respect  its  use  might 
wreck  a  woman's  health  for  life,  and  there  had  been  a  number 
of  fatahties  from  it.— Dr.  W.  F.  J.  Whitley,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Swindon,  confirmetl  Dr.  Dyer's  evidence  as  to  the 
pernicious  action  of  diachylon.  He  believed  that  the  accused's 
shop  was  the  only  plac«  in  North  Wilts  at  which  the  drug  could 
be  procured,  for  the  simple  reason  that  qualified  chemists  refused 
to  sell  it.  He  had  reason  to  know  that  the  procuring  of  abortion 
had  been  going  on  in  this  district  for  some  time. — Mr.  Pridham, 
for  the  defence,  pleaded  in  extenuation  that  the  defendant  suc- 
ceeded his  father,  who  was  a  qualified  druggist,  and  had  un- 
wittingly erred  in  selling  from  what  was  left  of  a  very  small 
stock  of  poisons. — The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  £3  2«.  6d.  on  eetch 
of  the  four  summonses,  with  an  equal  contribution  towards  the- 
costs,  making  £25  in  all,  and  on  the  defendant's  application 
allowed  a  month  for  payment. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursday,  August  16,  1917. 

Business  has  again  been  qiuet,  with  few  price  changes  of 
importance.  Menthol  has  again  been  active,  and  the  price 
has  advanced. 

Acetanilide. — For  import  packages  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  is 
•quoted  ;  for  broken  lots  the  price  is  about  3s.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — The  firmer  tendency  is  maintained, 
but  without  any  tangible  advance  up  to  the  present ;  there 
are  offers  at  14s.  6d.  to  15s.  per  lb. 

.4midopyrine. — By  no  means  freely  offered,  and  the  value  is 
about  70s.  to  75s.  per  lb. 

Atropine — Is  rather  scarce ;  only  small  lots  are  occasionally 
offered  at  about  120s.  to  125s.  per  oz.  for  the  Sulphate. 

Balsam  Peru. — Firm  at  18s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot  for  good 
<ju2ility. 

Balsam  Toiu. — Firm  at  3s.  4d.  per  lb.  spot  for  good  B.F. 
Barbitone. — Still  somewhat  scarce  at  about  110s.  per  lb. 
Bergamot  Oil. — Dearer  at  23s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Bichromate  of  Potash. — 'Makers  have  advanced  their  prices. 
Borax. — Unchanged  at  37s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  38s. 
for  powder. 

Boric  Acid. — Unchanged  at  62s.  per  cwt-  for  crystals  and 
64s.  for  powder. 

Bromides. — Steady  at  6s.  9d.  per  !b.  for  the  Potassium 
Salt. 

CaKeine  Citrate. — There  are  offers  from  second  hand  at 
28s.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — I'here  are  sellers  at  llOs.  per  cwt.  or  a 
little  under. 

Cassia  Oil. — The  advanced  price  is  well  maintained. 

Caustic  Soda. — ^There  are  many  inquiries,  but  very  little 
stock  is  available-  "Writing  under  date  August  15,  Messrs. 
Wrathall  and  Co.  sta:te  as  follows: — "The  only  article  on  the 
'hea\'y  list  showing  any  real  animation  is  Caustic  Soda,  for 
which  there  are  inquiries  from  all  quarters,  with  very  little 
stock  available  to  meet  it,  and  almost  record  prices  would  be 
paid  if  there  was  a  certainty  of  obtaining  the  supply.  Some 
of  the  manufacturers  are  taking  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  over  all  next  year,  but  operators  are  naturally 
verj'  cautious,  preferring  to  pay  a  substantial  premium  for 
earlier  deliveries." 

Cinnamon. — In  auclfion  yeisterday  50  bales  of  Ceylon  sold 
■without  reserve  at  Is.  7d.  for  good  firsts. 

Citric  Acid. — Fairly  steady  at  about  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Quiet,  but  dearer  on  the  week  on  basis  of  Is.  Z^d. 
for  fair  Zanzibar  on  tbe  spot. 

Cocaine. — Very  little  is  offered,  but  small  lots  appear  to  be 
obtainable  at  about  30s.  per  oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride  ;  but 
some  holders  ask  much  higber  prices. 

Codeine. — 25s.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  Alkaloid  and  22s.  for  the 
Salts. 

Coriander  Seed. — About  70s.  spot  for  Morocco. 

Cummin  Seed. — The  value  is  about  70.=. 

Dill  Seed. — ^The  value  is  about  55s. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — ^The  value  of  sfwt  is  about  £40. 

Guaiacol  Carbonate. — ^There  are  offers  at  152s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Ginger — At  the  Spice  Sales  on  Wednesday  no  Jamaica 
■was  offered ;  Cochin  sold  at  easier  rates,  65s.  being  accepted 
for  wa-shed  rough. 

Hexamine. — StiU  offering  at  about  38.  6d.  per  lb. 

Hydroquinone. — Offered  at  12s.  per  lb. 

Hypophosphites. — There  are  offers  at  3s.  Id.  for  Calcium, 
39-  4d.  for  .Soda,  and  4s.  9d.  for  Potash. 

Isinglass. — At  the  auction  on  Tuesday  nearly  400  packages 
■were  offered,  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  offerings  sold  at 
generally  dearer  rates. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  6d-  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 


Lycopodium. — Firm  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Dearer.  After  a  considerable  period  of  inactivity, 
this  market  has  been  active,  and  a  considerable  business  has 
been  done  at  advancing  rates.  Up  to  15s.  6d.  has  been  quoted 
for  Kobayashi  on  the  spot,  but  the  market  is  quieter  at  the 
clo.se,  and  there  are  sellers  at  13s.  3d. 

Morphine. — ^lakers  still  supply  to  the  regular  trade  for 
home  consumption  at  13s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride, 
but  supplies  are  by  no  means  plentiful. 

Orange  Oil. — Quoted  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Opium. — In  view  of  the  inadequacy  of  supplies  the  price 
tendency  is  still  in  an  upward  direction. 

Oxalic  Acid — Unchanged  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint '  Oil  American    is   firm  at  14s.  per  lb.  for 

Wayne  County  oil  in  tins  and  18s.  5d.  for  H.G-H.  ;  Japanese 
dementholised,  3s.  45d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. — Supplies  fluctuate;  occasionally 
it  is  difficult  to  find  offers,  and  then  in  turn  various  parcels 
appear  on  tho  market;  price  remains  fairly  steady  at  14s.  to 
14s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  generally  only  in  small  lots. 

Phenacetin. — -Round  about  85s.  is  the  price ;  the  scarcity  is 
not  so  pronounced,  although  holders  are  firm. 

Phenazone. — Not  quite  so  scarce,  but  firm  at  about  56s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein. — Offered  at  90s.  per  lb 
Quinine. — Continues  firm,  with  an  upward  tendency. 
Rosin. — Dearer;  common  strained,  spot,  31s.  6d. 
Rubber. — -Quiet-   Plantation,  No.  1  crepe,  2s.  5d.  ;  hard  fine 
Para,  3s.  3d. 

Salicylates. — The  Acid  is  offered  in  small  quantities  at 
7s.  5d.  to  8s.  per  lb.,  and  for  the  Soda  9s.  5d.  to  9s.  9d.  is 
wanted.  British  makers  seem  to  be  behind  with  deliveries, 
and  supplies  from  the  United  States  for  some  time  past  have 
been  smaller  than  formerly. 

Salol. — Value  is  about  lis.  per  lb. 

Senega  Root. — Firm  at  3s.  7d.  to  3s.  8d.  per  lb. 

Senna.— Business  has  been  more  active,  and  large  sales  of 
Tinnevelly  have  been  made  at  higher  rates 

Shellac. — Dearer,  with  business  on  basis  of  248s.  for  fair 
T.N.  orange. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil — Dearer  at  3s.  9d.  to  3s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
"  Red  Ship  "  brand  on  the  spot. 

Sulphonal. — Steady  at  about  42s.  per  lb. 

Tannic  Acid. — 6s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  quoted. 

Tartaric  Acid — Is  now  quoted  at  about  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Terpine  Hydrate. — Offered  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — ^The  demand  is  quieter,  but  prices  are  fully 
maintained,  up  to  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  asked  for  Madras 
finger. 

Turpentine. — Dearer;  American  stpot,  57s. 


Russian  Chemical  Industry  in  War  Time. — According  to 
an  official  report  the  chemical  industry  and  the  manufacture 
of  pharmaceutical  products  in  Russia  have  been  completely 
revolutionised  by  the  war.  The  activity  of  the  chemical  in- 
dustries during  the  year  1915  was  concenti'ated  chiefly  upon 
an  increased  production  of  essential  chemicals  and  in 
the  production  of  raw  materials  necessary  for  their 
manufacture.  The  construction  of  new  factories,  near  sources 
of  supply  of  raw  materials  and  coal,  has  completely  changed 
the  course  of  the  Russian  chemical  industry,  which,  before 
the  war,  was  developing  near  the  Russo-German  frontier, 
and  was  employing  enormous  quantities  of  raw  materials 
imported  from  Germany.  Thus  the  increased  production  of 
sulphates  in  the  Urals  has  now  to  meet  with  the  whole  of  the 
home  demand,  75  per  cent,  of  which  used  to  be  met  by  foreign 
sources  in  pre-war  times.  The  Government  and  the  technical- 
scientific  institutions  are  making  immense  efforts  to  intensify 
the  production  of  chemical  products  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  explosives  and  dyes,  and  also  of  pharmaceutical  products. 
So  far  excellent  results  have  been  obtained,  and  clearly  show 
that  Russia  will  be  able  to  entirely  free  herself  from  de- 
pendence upon  Germany. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

The  Directors  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd., 

beg  to  express  their  sincere  thanks  to  many  friends  for  their 
kind  letters  of  sympathy  in  the  great  loss  they  have  recently 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  James  Evans,  cx-Cbairrnaii 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  E.  C.  Bennison  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  honorary  rank  of  Captain  for  r\-aluable  services  ren- 
dered in  connection  with  the  war.  Captain  Bennison  is  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist  and"  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society,  and 
before  the  war  was  on  theT  st,aff  of  Messrs.  Southall,  Birmingham. 

Mr.  James  Gauld,  chemist  and  druggist,  Toxteth  Union  Dis- 
pensary, iSmitFidown  Road,  Liverpool,  whose  jiame  appears  on 
the  list  of  second  prize-winners  in  the  Nation  Essay  Competi- 
tion, amongsS'wihom  50  guineas  are  divided,  is  a  Kirkcudbright- 
shire Scot  by  birth,  and  has  long  been  recognised  by  a  small 
circle  of  intimates  as  a  vigorous,  original  thinker,  with  a  remark- 
able flair  for  literary  expression  His  invincible  modesty 
almost  deterred  him  from  sending  in  the  competing  essay,  and 
only  the  entreaties  of  the  members  of  his  household  dnd  the 
offer  of  a  friend  to  typewrite  the  MS.  induced  him  to  "  risk  the 
postage."  The  judges  in  the  competition  were  Professor  A.  J. 
Grant,  M.A.,  Professor  L.'  T.  Hobhouse,  D.Litt.,  and  the  Editor 
of  the  Nation. 


BUSINESS  NOTE. 


Lieblich,  Nansen,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  31,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.,  drug  merchants.— An  Order  has  been  made  under  the 
Trading  With  the  Enemy  Amendment  Act,  1916,  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  requiring  this  business  to  be  wound  up. 


BIRTH. 


M'Ewan.— On  August  11,  at  3,  Doune  Gardens,  Glasgow,  the 
wife  of  Arthur  M"Ewan,  pharmacist— a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES 


Dodd— Lawford.— On  August  7,  at  St.  Saviour's,  Pimlico,  by 
the  Rev.  Douglas  Pelly,  C.F.,  assisted  by  Rev.  Arthur  Durrant 
uncles  of  the  bride.  Lieutenant  Edmund  R.  Dodd,  R.N.,  youn-^er 
son  of  Mr.  W.  Ralph  Dodd,  Ph.C,  and  Mrs.  Dodd,  to  Winifred 
Margaret,  only  daug-hter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godfrey  Lawford. 

Lines— 'Clarke.— On  August  8,  at  Holy  Trinity  Churon  Graves- 
cnd,  by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Crabbe  (Vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Peckham), 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  G.  Griffiths  (Vicar  of  Holy  Trinity  Church. 
Grayesend),  Percy  Edward,  second  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.'E.  Lines. 
Whitehill  Road,  to  Mabel  Catherine,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 
R.  T.  a.irke,  M.P.S.,  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  131,  Milton  Road, 
Gravesend. 

Livesey— Swann.- At  St.  Andrew's,  Ashton-on-Ribble,  by  the 
Rev.  A.  W.  Wiseman,  George  Forrest  Livesey  (Messrs.  Forrest 
Livesey  and  Co.,  pharmacists,  Preston),  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Livese.v,  "  Powis  House,"  Powis  Road,  to  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Swann,  5,  Bank  Place,  Ashton-on- 
Ribble. 

Somer— Street.— On  August  4,  Scrgt.  Arthur  Joseph  Somer. 
PJi.C..  R.A.M.C.,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Somer,  to  Phyllis 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Arthur  Lacy  Street. 


DEATHS. 

Croekart.  -On  August  15,  at  22,  Latch  Road,  Brechin, 
after  a  long  illness,  the  wife  of  AV.  Croekart.  chemist- 
Qptician. 

Jackson.— On  August  9,  at  32,  Westfield  Street.  St.  Helens, 
Jabez  William  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  74. 

Moore.— Recenily,  at  Belfast,  George  Moore,  who  for  forty 
years  represented  in  various  Ulster  counties  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
T.  M'MuUcn  and  Co.,  chemists 'and.  druggists,  Victoria  Street. 
Belfast. 

Napier.-On  August  11,  at  13,  Birch  Grove,  Rusholme.  :Man- 
choster.  Xance,  the  wife  of  Alex.  Napier.  (Mr.  Napier  has  for 
many  years  represented  Messrs.  Warrick  Bros..  Ltd.). 

PooL— On  Augiiist  4.  at  5,  Cambridge  Green,  Green  Lane, 
Eltham,  S.E.,  George  Pool,  ehemisit  and  druggist.    Aged  73. 


Uastrick.— On  August  1,  at  188,  Fulham  Rd.,  S.W.,  Robert 
Joseph  Rastrick,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  76. 

Wright. — On  August  9,  at  16,  Market  Square,  Aylesbury,. 
Beatrice  Eklith  Mary,  wife  of  Arthur  George  Wright,  pharmacist. 
Aged  42. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 


Bush. — Killed  in  action  on  July  31,  Second-Lieutenant  Alfred 
John  Bush,  Lincolnshire  Regiment,  the  dearly  beloved  oldest 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  W.  Bush,  of  "  Albrian/'  View  R^ad, 
Highgate,  N.,  aged  22|g  j^cars.  After  matriculating  in  London 
University,  from  Highgate  School,  some  four  years  ago,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Bush  entered  for  a  course  in  chcnn'stry,  materia  medica, 
and  botany  in  the  Society's  School  {1913-14).  This,  however,  he- 
was  unable  to  complete,  in  consequence  of  serious  illness.  Re- 
covering, he  oommenced  what.was  intended  to  be  a  long  practical 
course  through  all  the  departments  in  the  works  and'  offices  of 
W.  J.  Bush  and  (^'o.,  l..td.  He  had  actually  been  thus  engaged 
for  upwards  of  a  year  in  the  works,  but,  on  tlie  outbreak  of  war, 
although  far  from  fully  restored  to  health,  he  felt  the  call  to 
active  duty  tjoo  strong  to  be  resisted.  At  first  he  undertook  the 
charge  of  some  important  Y.M.C.A.  establishments  in  this 
country,  where  his  powers  of  organisation  and  popularity  with 
the  men  enabled  him  to  do  good  service.  Not  satisfied  with  this, 
as  soon  as  his  health  pemiitted,  he  sought  a  commission,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  2nd  Lincolnshire  Regiment.  Proceeding  to^ 
France,  he  returned  for  short  leave  only  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
and  of  this  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  one  day  at  Ash  Grove, 
where  he  was  extremely  popular  with  all  the  employees.  Having 
a  rare  combination  of  business  ability,  powers  of  organisation, 
and  a  distinctly  scientific  mind,  combined  with  extreme  modesty, 
and  a  charming  personality,  it  was  confidently  expected  that  he 
would  make  his  mark  in  that  branch  of  chemical  industry  in 
which  his  inclinations  and  interests  were  bound. 

Sergeant  Eric  Knott,  of  the  Worcester  Regiment — who  has 
been  wounded  on  French  soil,  and  is  now  removed  to  a  ba.se 
hospital — pi  ior  to  enlisting  was  employed  with  Mr.  Gib  Graham, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Dalrymple  Street,  Girvan.  He  enlisted 
with  the  forces  in  1915,  and  has  been  over  a  year  at  the  front, 
wheri'  he  has  seen  a  great  deal  of  active  fighting.  His  father, 
Sergeant  William  Knott,  of  the  Army  Service  Corps,  is  also 
serving  with  the  Colours. 

Second-Lieutenant  J.  W.  Mark,  Royal  Irish  Regiment,  Ncwry, 
who  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  A.  McClure,  Chemist, 
Hill  Street,  Newi-y,  was  wounded  last  December.  He  made  a 
rapid  recovery,  and  was  soon  in  the  field  again,  but  was  killed 
on  August  7. 

Lance-Corporal  Frank  .\.  Miller,  of  the  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers, 
who  is  a  on  of  Mr.  Miller,  chemist  and  druggist.  Hi^h  Street, 
Nairn,  has  been  wounded  in  action  for  the  second  time.  He  joined 
the  fighting  forces  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  and  has  been 
through  some  of  the  biggest  engagements. 

Bombardier  T.  R.  Williams.  R.G.A.,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Thos. 
R.  Williams,  chemist,  Shortlands.  Kent,  and  of  Wrig'ht,  Layman, 
and  Umney,  Ltd.,-  has  been  wounded  in  the  face  by  a  shell, 
and  is  now  in  hospital  in  France. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Title  of  Chemist. 

A  recent  editorial,  in  a  contemporary,  discussing  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  title  of  chemist  by  pharmacists— to  meet  the  objec- 
tions of  many  "  professional  chemists  "  to  the  monopoly  of 
such  title  by  druggists — advocated  an  extension  of  the  Major 
diploma,  to  compare  presumably  with  the  Food  and  Drug» 
section  of  the  Listitute  of  Chemistry  Fellowship. 

Although  it  is  important  in  the  national  interest  that  some 
titular  distinction  should  now  be  made  to  enable  chemists  to 
secure  a  most  necessary  recognition  of  status  from  the  lay 
public,  that  the  change  should  be  promoted  by  any  broadening 
of  the  ba.sis  of  the  title,  or  by  any  weakening  of  the  intelleotual 
standard,  is  very  inadvisable.  The  confusion,  moreover,  between 
chemistry,  the  whole,  and  pharmacy,  the  i^art,  might  well  be 
increased  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  to  confer  both- 
apothecary  diplomas  and  a  scientific  qualification.  In  my 
opinion,  an  enhanced  Major  p^xamination,  with  fellowship,  is  very 
desirable  if  devoted  to  a  more  specialise<l  course  in  pharma- 
ceutical and  allied  subjects,  rather  than  diverted  to  the  all- 
important  branch  of  food  testing  of  the  In.stitute.  The  chemical 
service  of  the  country  would,  of  course,  not  be  enlarged  unless 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  set  up  not  only  a  new  examination 
but  also  enforced  a  formal  curriculum  involving  the  student*' 
time  two  years  prio  ■  to  the  Minor  Examination.    It  must  ba- 
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pointed  out  that  the  tiainiag  of  all  pharmacists  has  necessarily 
an  '"  applied  "  bias,  whereas  the  training  of  all  chemists  must 
have  a  "  pure "  bias,  until  the  students'  tendencies  to  working 
rather  than  thinking  are  established ;  moreover,  until  after 
graduation,  chemists  are  fortunately  seldom  able  to  select  their 
technology.  Such  chemical  graduates  should  be,  of  course, 
quite  as  competent  to  undertake  scientific  work  in  pharmacy  as  in 
any  other  technical  branch.  Finally,  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
itself  is  endeavouring  to  bring  closer  the  machinei-y  of  training 
and  examination  in  order  to  make  its  fellowship  a  representative 
"Institute  of  Chemisits  "  by  embracing  aU  properly  trained 
chemists  as  the  result  of  any  efficiently  conducted  examinations, 
and  thus  reduce  these  wasteful  necessities.  Any  further  multi- 
plication of  bodies  granting  diplomas  will  not  advance  this 
praiseworthy  scheme.  With  most  of  our  opinions  less  rigid 
Dhan  usual,  the  present  is  a  most  favourable  moment  for  confer- 
ences to  decide  these  urgent  questions  of  title,  and  reciprocal 
registration ;  and  although  to  any  one  individual — and  we  have 
little  feeling  in  the  matter — the  efifect  of  new  decisions  is  slight, 
the  total  professional  consequences  are  not.  The  question  of 
craft  title  is  certainly  one  of  the  imponderables  for  increasing 
tile  efficiency  of  existing  or  future  chemists,  and  its  subtle  influ- 
ence would  be  comparable  to  that  arising  socially  from  the  wider 
adoption  of  the  title  of  "  Doctor,"  or  perhaps  the  use  of  some 
such  title  as  "Master." 
Liverpool,  August  13,  1917.  H.  R,  Jensen. 


Modified  Dakin's  Solution. 

In  ReipJies  to  Correspondents  in  the  Journal  of  July  28,  the 
formula  for  ModiKed  Dakin's  Solution  is  given  as  chlorinated 
lime  200  Gms.,  dried  sodium  carbonate  100  Gms.,  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  89  Gms.,  the  last  probably  a'  misprint  for  80  Gms., 
but  these  proportions  only  hold  good  for  chlorinated  lime  con- 
taining 25  per  cent,  of  available  chlorine ;  and,  as  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  proper  proportions  should  be  used,  I  am  sending 
particulars  of  the  method  employed.  The  amount  of  available 
chlorine  must  first  be  determined,  and  the  quantities  to  be  used 
are  then  found_  by  multiplying  the  factors  200,  100,  and  80  by 
25/N  where  N  equals  the  percentage  of  available  chlorine  in 
the  sample  to  be  used.  When  the  solution  has  been  made  in  the 
way  mentioned  in  your  reply,  it  is  necessary,  if  it  is  to  be  used 
for  surpcal  work,  that  it  should  be  standardised  to  contain  not 
more  than  0  5  per  cent,  or  less  than  0  45  per  cent,  of  sodium 
hypochlorite,  and  the  test  is  made  with  N/10  sodium  thiosulphate, 
as  follows: — Ten  C.c.  of  the  Dakin's  solution  is  taken,  20  C.c. 
of  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  potassium  iodide,  and  2  C.c.  of 
acetic  acid  added.  The  number  of  C.c.  of  N/10  "thio"  used 
to  decolourise,  multiplied  by  0  03725,  will  give  the  percentage 
of  sodium  hypochlorite  contained.  The  strength  to  which  I 
have  been  asked  to  standardise  it  is  0  48  per  cent.,  which  appears 
to  be  the  most  satisfactorv.  It  is  necessary  that  the  solution 
should  be  tested  ■with  phenolphthalein  to  prove  absence  of 
caustic  alkali,  and  it  is  convenient  to  have  a  suspension  of 
phenolphthalein  in  water  for  this  purjxise,  not  a  solution  in 
alcohol.  H.  L.  OvEETON,  Sgt. 

The  Dispensary,  3rd  Southern  General  Hospital,  Oxford, 
July  30,  1917. 


Proprietaries  and  tlie  Schedule  of  Poisons. 

Further  to  ours  of  last  week,  we  do  not  dispute  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  proprietary  articles  are  correctly  labelled  as  to 
Part  I.  or  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule.  Our  jjoint  is  that  many 
are  not,  and  to  take  one  instance  which  comes  to  our  mind — 
Gtoinopon  tablets.  Can  any  of  our  friends  tell  us  how  they 
treat  these,  and  can  the  Society  give  a  definite  ruling  as  regards 
these  and  also  others  w'hich  are  in  doubt? 

Newbury,  August  7,  1917.  Hickmax  and'Metcalf. 

[We  have  communicated  with  the  Hoffmann  La  Roche 
Chemical  Works,  Ltd.,  who  inform  us  that  the  tablet  con- 
tainer is  labelled  "Poisonous,"  and  that  the  package  is  sold 
in  the  original  form  "  on  prescription." — Editor.] 


Uniform  Sunday  Closing  for  Soutli  London. 

It  greatly  pfleased  me  to  find  on  page  60  «f  the  P.J.  that 
"  An  Observer "  urges  us  to  close  our  doors  on  Sundays.  It 
has  always  appeared  to  me  absurd  that  there  are  so  many 
restrictions  when  we  are  half -shut,  half -open  on  Wednesday 
e^ungs,  and  no  restriction  at  all  on  Sundays.  Until  the 
advent  of  In.suranoe  Pharmacy  Service  my  doors  were  always 
closed  on  that  day;  but  objections  raised  by  a  neighbouring 
medical  man  at  that  time  mafle  it  necessary  for  me  to  open 
in  the  evenings.  I,  however,  refu-w  even  now  (for  reasons  of 
«ny  own)  to  sell  on  Sundays  anything  which  it  i.s  illegal  to  sell 


on  Wednesday  evenings.  It  is  now  clear  that  the  bulk  (small 
bulk,  too,  of  Insurance  patients  and  others)  who  attend  their 
doctor  on  Sundays  do  so  because  they  hmve  a  free  day,  and 
the  remaining  cases  of  real  necessity  could  be  ea.sily  and 
quickly  served  at  the  side  door  of  a  chemist  (generally  their 
own).  There  is,  however,  a  difficulty.  I  could  not  now  close 
my  doors  whilst  my  neighbours  are  dispensing  jirescriptions  for 
rny  own  regular  customers.  Suppose,  now,  the  S.W.  (my  xVsso- 
ciation)  induced  all  its  members  to  close,  there  would  stiU  be 
more  than  one  chemist  with  open  door  within  three  minutes' 
walk  of  me.  For  a  problem  like  this  there  is  only  one  solution, 
namely,  for  all  South  London  to  close  in  unison.  I  heartily 
endorse  any  effort  with  such  a  consummation  in  view. 
London,  S.E.,  August  10,  1917.  E.  K.  Monks. 


Sunday  Closing. 

I  have  been  very  interested  in  reading  the  article  by  "An 
Observer,"  and  agree  with  his  observations.  I  am  writing  you 
to  request  you  to  use  your  great  and  undoubted  influence  to 
bring  about  Sunday  closing.  There  would  be  no  hardship  to 
the  public  in  it,  and  chemists  generally  are  quite  ripe  for  it,  if 
only  it  can  be  made  general,  or  preferably  compulsory. 

Liverpool,  August  13,  \9VI.  J.  H.  Jones. 


Benevolent  Fund :  Decennial  Collection. 

In  1907  I  remember  as  a  Divisional  Secretary  the  special 
decennial  collection  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  Although 
severely  admonished  by  a  neighbouring  Secretary  "  that  there 
was  to  ibe  no  poaching  on  his  preserves  (which  I  must  say 
were  decidedly  tempting,  my  parish  being  rather  poor  in  num- 
bers), I  managed,  with  the  help  of  outside  friends,  to  come  out 
somewhere  about  seventh  in  the  list,  and,  I  believe,  my  pug- 
nacious friend  was  tliird,  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.  Ten 
years  ihave  now  elapsed,  and  beyond  an  appeal  by  Mr.  Bremridge 
to  the  wholesalers  and  trade  Press — and  all  honour  to  that 
gentleman  for  the  work  that  he  has  done — I  have  not  seen  or 
heard  of  any  si)ecial  appeal  to  retailers  on  behalf  of  the  Fund, 
and,  after  all,  it  is  the  retailers  who  get  the  benefit.  I  am 
fully  aware  that  the  usual  dinner  could  not  be  held,  also  that 
the  Divisional  Secretaries  have  been  swept  into  oblivion,  but  is 
it  not  possible,  in  view  of  eventualities  as  hinted  at  during  their 
last  meeting,  and  in  spite  of  the  war,  for  the  Council  to  make 
the  usual  appeal  for  1917,  so  that  they  may  be  in  a  position 
to  meet  all  eligible  applications  that  are  likely  to  arise? 

Liverpool,  August  13,  1917.  John  H.  Robinson. 

[While  there  is  something  to  be  said,  in  special  cases,  for  a 
decennial  appeal  to  retailers,  it  must  be  remembered  that  many 
of  them  subscribe  and/or  give  donations  yearly  to  tKe  Fund. — 
Editor.] 


■tlie  Study  of  Ontology. 

I  quite  appi'ove  your  decision.  This  discussion  leads  nowhere, 
as  we  all  have  different  points  of  view.  But  as  one  keenly  in- 
terest^! in  this  subject  may  I  suggest  your  readers  would  greatly 
enjoy  the  writings  of  H.  Fielding  Hall.  Apart  from  the  clear- 
ness of  their  argument  their  artistic  merit  is  delightful.  Espe- 
cially I  would  refer  to  '  Inward  Light'  and  'World  Soul.' 

Brockley,  S.E.,  August  13,  1917.  John  J.  Claek. 


Wild  Rabbits  and  Intestinal  Parasites. 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  shooting  over  a  farm  in  my 
spare  time  for  the  last  few  years,  and  recently  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  large  percentage  of  ralbbits  which  are  infected 
with  tapeworm,  and  also  that  known  as  the  flukeworm,  the 
former  infecting  the  stomach  and  the  latter  the  liver  of  these 
rodents.  In  both  cases  the  abdomen  is  very  large,  whilst  the 
rest  of  the  body  is  more  or  less  emaciated.  It  is  the  young  or 
half-grown  which  seem  to  suffer  most  in  this  respect,  quite 
10  per  cent,  having  flukes,  the  Uver  in  these  cases  being  rvery 
diseased.  Whether  the  infected  ones  die  out,  or  whether  they 
get  rid  of  their  undesirable  guests  I  cannot  say,  but  it  is  note- 
worthy that  old  or  mature  specimens  do  not  show  nesfrly  so 
much  evidence  of  infection.  Perhaps  it  was  some  such  reason 
as  this  which  brought  forth  the  old  Mosaic  Law  that  conies  and 
their  kind  were  forbidden  as  food. 

Newport,  I.W.,  August  11,  1917.  D.  F.  Ritchie. 


Finance  Act,  1917. 

Permit  us  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  follow- 
ing concessions  granted  by  the  New  Finance  Act;  — 

1.  The  allowance  of  £25  for  each  child  under  16  is  ex- 
tended to  adopted  children. 
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2.  The  special  rates  of  tux  for  persons  serving  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  are  extended  to  the  Merchant  Service, 
and  all  abatements  and  allowances  in  such  cases  are  to  be 
first  made  from  income  other  than  the  pay. 

3.  Interest  on  short  loans  payable  to  authorised  stock- 
brokers and  discount  houses  is  put  in  the  same  category 
as  interest  paid  to_  bankers,  and  income-tax  can  be  reclaimed 
thereon. 

4.  Minors  having  only  a  contingent  interest  in  a  trust 
income  can  now  claim  repayment  of  tax  in  respect  of 
accumulated  income  for  the  whole  period  of  minority. 

5.  The  riglit  of  appeal  where  the  income  for  the  year  is 
more  than  10  per  cent,  below  the  assessed  income  is  con- 
tinued for  1917-18. 

6.  For  excess  profits  duty  the  capital  percentage  from 
December  31,  1916,  is  raised  to  9  per  cent,  for  companies 
and  11  per  cent,  for  firms. 

We  would  also  remind  your  readers  that  notice  of  appeal 
under  (5)  also  under  the  133rd  section  (diminution  of  business 
profits  due  to  the  war)  and  from  loss  or  excess  of  Schedule  B 
assessment  over  the  profits,  should  Ibe  sent  without  delay  to 
the  Local  Surveyor  of  Taxes. 

WiLFHED  T.  Fbt. 
62  and  63,  Queen  Street,  London,  E.C.  4,  August  10,  1917. 


Correspondence  Chess. 

Regarding  correspondence  chess,  I  wonder  how  many  phar- 
macists do  play  this  interesting  game.  I  am  an  enthusiastic 
piayer  myself  and  should  like  to  meet  other  pharmacists,  either 
for  friendly  games,  or  with  the  object  of  forming  a  correspond- 
ence league.  I  think  such  a  league  would  go  a  long  way 
towards  creating  closer  friendship  among  us.  Would  those  in- 
terested kindly  write  me,  giving  suggestions,  etc. 

C/o  A.  H.  Ferriday,  The  Pharmacy,  H.  Stkvenson. 

Oakengates,  Salop,  August  i4,  1917. 


The  Latest  Draft  for  Military  Service  on  Glasgow 
Pharmacists. 

The  letter  in  the  Glasgow  Record  quoted  in  your  issue  of 
August  11  is  not  the  only  local  protest  on  the  subject  expressed 
by  pharmacists  here.  But  our  representative  and  responsible 
pharmaceutical  authorities  who  have  had  chaa-ge  of  this  business 
seem  to  -be  impervious  to  remonstrance  or  appeal.  From  what- 
ever standpoint  I  view  the  situation  I  can  perceive  no  difficulty 
in  deciding  as  to  whether  a  Class  A  qualified  or  a  Class  A  un- 
qualified man  is  the  more  necessary  to  the  senvice  and  welfare  of 
the  community. 

August  13,  1917.  "  Cbeta  "  (2U/10). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Withdrawal  of  B.P.  Preparations  (K.  S.  D  — 213/21).— The 
reply  to  both  of  your  questions  is  No. 

Treatment  of  Bronchitis  and  Catarrh  (J.  H.— 214/12).— The 
treatment  you  refer  to  may  be  described  as  quackery,  and 
nothing  else. 

Registration  of  Business  Name  (J.  A.  B.— 214/15).— In  the 
circumstances  quoted  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  you  to 
register  under  the  Business  Names  Act. 

Medical  Book  (H.  W.  L.— 214/18).— A  suitable  book  of  about 
the  price  you  require  is  '  The  Modern  Family  Doctor,'  price 
4s.  6d.,  obtainable  from  Messrs.  H.  K.  Lewis  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

Assistant  for  Branch  Shop  (B.  M.  R.— 214/14).— We  cannot 
undertake  to  advise  you  how  to  escape  the  provisions  of  the 
Statute  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  your  branch  business.  The 
Society  cannot  ensure  a  supply  of  qualified  managers  during  a 
world  war. 

Paste  for  "Entomological  Bottle"  (R.  H.  H— 213/47).— A 
smooth  paste  is  made  with  plaster  of  Paris  and  water,  and  a 
quantity  of  roughlj-  ground  potassium  cyanide  is  incorporated 
with  it  immediafelv,  and  the  whole  is  poured  into  the  bottle 
intended  for  use.  Or,  the  ground  cyanide  is  first  placed  in  tho 
bottom  of  the  bottle  and  the  plaster  of  Paris  cream  poured 
on  to  it. 

Radium  for  Grey  Hair  (G.  C— 214/6).— We  have  no  record  of 
radium  as  a  means  of  restoring  grey  hair  to  its  natural  colour. 
We  have  seen  .the  advertisement  you  refer  to,  but  we  know 
nothing  of  the  composition  of  the  preparation,  which  may  or 
may  not  contain  radium.    Had  radium  any  particular  value  in 


restoring  grey  ihair  to  its  original  colour,  we  should  have  heard 
much  about  it  long  ero  this. 

Latin  and  the  Medical  Preliminary  Examination  (C.  D.— 214/13). 
— Towards  the  end  of  last  year,  the  General  Medical  Council,  by 
a  small  majority,  decided  to  anake  Latin  optional  for  the  abovo 
examination.  In  future  the  Council  will  accept  a  certificate  of 
the  higher  grade,  or  leaving  certificate  examination,  or  ita 
equivalent,  and  the  Arts  or  Science  Matriculation  Certificate  o£ 
tho  Universities,  minus  Latin,  but  with  the  proviso  that  it 
should  embrace  at  least  four  subjects,  including  English  aJid 
Mathematics,  the  two  nioro  additional  to  be  chosen  from  among 
the  principal  subjects  of  tho  school  curriculum. 

Henna  (A.  B. — 214/16). — The  space  at  our  disposal  is  too 
restricted  at  the  present  time  for  a  full  description  of  henna. 
The  best  we  can  do  under  the  circumstances  is  to  refer  you  to 
back  numbers  of  the  P.J.  In  the  issues  of  May  13,  1908, 
page  764,  and  March  21,  1914,  page  423,  you  will  find  -all  the 
information  you  are  in  search  of.  See  also  the  P.J..  of  July  22, 
1916,  page  106,  for  a  description  of  the  preparations  used,  and 
the  method  of  applying  them;  also  P. J.,  April  7,  1917,  jjage  308, 
where  you  will  find  an  interesting  note  on  the  subject  by  th» 
late  Sir  George  Birdwood.  Henna  is  procurable  from  the  whole- 
sale drug  houses. 

Powder  for  Killing  Vermin  (J.  H.— 213/49).— We  are  at  a 
disadvantage  in  not  knowing  for  what  purpose  you  are  going 
to  use  the  non-poisonous  vermin  powder.  Wo  assume,  however, 
it  is  for  the  use  of  soldiers  in  the  trenches,  and  that  being  so 
we  suggest  anisol  as  the  kiUing  agent.  Anisol  has  powerful 
parasiticidal  properties,  but  it  is  mostly  used  in  the  form  of  a 
solution  for  spraying,  the  strength  in  anisol  being  2^  to  5  pea- 
cent.  But  we  see  no  reason  why  the  substance  should  not  be 
mixed  with  a  dusting  powder — say  a  mixture  of  fullers'  €>arth 
and  Frendi  chalk,  equal  parts,  or  in  any  desired  proportions. 
It  would  only  be  necessary  to  pack  the  product  in  tins  or  in. 
any  other  container  that  would  prevent  loss  in  strength.  The 
mixing  of  the  anisol  with  the  powder,  using  at  least  2^  per 
cent,  of  the  former,  might  be  eflEected  by  dissolving  the  anisol  in 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  methylated  spirit,  and  spraying  it  on 
to  the  powder;  or  first  triturating  it  with  a  small  quantity  and 
gradually  incorporating  with  the  bulk  sec.  art. 

Dyeing  Suede  and  Cloth  Black  (R.  U.— 214/17).— There  are 
many  satisfactory  processes  for  dyeing  the  materials  in  question 
black,  but  these  processes  involve  either  dipping  or  boiling.  It 
is  questionable,  therefore,  if  you  will  find  a  method  of  "  paint- 
ing "  that  would  answer  the  purpose  equally  well.  We  should 
have  thought  that  simply  painting  with  a  strong  solution  of 
an  aniline  black,  after  first  treating  the  surface  with  ammonia, 
would  be  quite  succeesfid.  You  probably  erred  in  using  an 
oil-soluble  dye ;  try  the  water-soltible  substance,  and  then, 
if  you  like,  slightly  oil  the  surface  of  the  material.  We  pre- 
sume that  the  suede  you  refer  to  is  lea;ther,  and  not  a  woiven- 
material.  A  process  for  dyeing  kid  gloves  consists  in  washing 
the  surface  with  alcohol,  brushing  over  with  a  decoction  of 
logwood  three  times,  then  brushing  with  solution  of  ferrous 
sulphate,  and  finally  with  plain  water.  If  the  colour  is  not; 
dark  enough,  a  decoction  of  quercitron  may  be  added  to  tho 
logwood  decoction.  As  the  leather  begins  to  dry  it  is  rubbecJ 
over  with  olive  oil  and  then  wiped  with  flannel.  We  suggest 
that  you  try  this  method  also  with  the  cloth  material. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


"  Opedic "   Foot  Appliance  (160/33). — Address  of  maker8^ 
Basic  Slag  (Albert's  or  other)  (161/1). — Address  of  miakers? 
Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (160,'311. — 
Actual  makers? 
Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (160/30). — 
Where  obtainable? 
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SUNDAY,  August  19. 
United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists). — 

10  a.m.,  Company  Parade  at  Headquarters  for  Drill, 
Bayonet  Fighting,  etc.    Uniform.    Drill  order. 

Tuesday,  August  21.— 8.30  p.m..  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s- 
Lecture,  "  Musketry." 

Wednesday,  August  22. —  3  p.m..  No.  2  Platoon  parade- 
Headquarters. 
Thursday,  Angast  23.-3  p.m.,  No.  1,3,  and4PlatooD» 
parade  Headquarters. 
Uniform.— Drill  Order  for  all  parades  unless  otbernise  ordered. 


O^e  45^armaceuUcal  'Soumal 
ait6  7l)armaci5t 


No.  2810.    Vol.  99  (4th  Series  Vol.  45).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  1 7,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.G.  1. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.   It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weelcly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOB:  CENTRAL  13413.  EDTOB:  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  "  Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


School  and  College  Notes. 

The  following  items  are  supplementary  to  the  information 
given  in  the  Eklucational  Number  of  August  18:  — 

Bacteriology  Class :  Glasgow. — The  class  for  pharmacists  at 
the  Royal  Technical  College,  which  will  open  in  the  autumn,  will 
be  held  on  alternate  Thursday  evenings,  at  8  p.m.,  and  the 
course  will  consist  of  twelve  lectures,  w'hich  cover  a  wide  field, 
from  the  study  of  bacteria  to  vaccines.  The  class  for  practical 
work  will  meet  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2.30  till  5.30  p.m., 
and  the  course  includes  microscopy,  modes  of  sterilisation,  pre- 
paration of  culture  media,  preparation  of  vaccines,  and  methods 
of  staining  bacteria,  and  of  making  permanent  preparations. 
Full  particular.'  can  he  had  later  from  the  lecturer.  Dr.  David 
Ellis,  at  the  College. 

Birmingham  Central  School  of  Pharmacy.— Mr.  Stokes  Dewson 

■  iiducfs  classes  for  pharmaceutical  students  at  3,  New  Street,  Bir- 
mingham, to  which  address  he  has  removed  from  90,  New 
Street.  This  school,  which  is  the  oldest  in  the  city,  has  been 
conducted  continuously  and  successfully  for  many  years  by  Mr. 
Dewson,  first  at  90,  and  now  at  3,  New  Street. 

Chester  Modern  College  of  Pharmacy.— Principal,  Ken- 
neth S.  Dickinson,  F.C.S.,  Ph.C.  This  College  has  been  insti- 
tuted on  modern  Lnes,  and  fitted  with  modern  appliances  and 
conveniences.  Separate  rooms  for  lady  students.  Preparation 
for  all  Pharmaceutical  Examinations  and  special  laboi'atory 
courses.    Prospectus  free  on  application. 

Edinburgh  Central  School  of  Pharmacy.— This  School  is 
'losf-d,  owing  to  the  employment  of  the  Principal  on  Government 
work. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botany, 

190,  Clapham  Roa-J,  Ix)ndon,  S.W.  9.— The  above  is  the  number 
of  the  present  address  of  the  College,  and  not  402,  which  is  the 
number  of  the  old  address,  as  inadvertently  given  in  our  Educa- 
tional Issue. 

Substitute  for  "  A  "  Man. 

Pharmacists  who  may  be  called  upon  to  part  with  an  un- 
qualified assistant  classed  "  A  "  may  ihear  of  a  substitute  on 
applying  to  the  Secretary,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  1. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


JACOB  BELL  AS   A  PHARMACEUTICAL  PUBLICITY 
PROPAGANDIST. 

Recent  research  and  discovery  have  proved  not  only  that 
man  has  a  vastly  higher  antiquity  than  has  hitherto  been 
estimated,  but  also  thait  the  physique  of  the  existing  species 
of  man  has  remained  almost  unchanged  for  hundreds  of 
thousa-nds  of  years.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find 
thalt  in  the  realm  of  thought  some  ideas  which  we  fondly 
imagine  to  be  the  original  and  exclusive  product  of  the  modern 
mind  are  merely  repetitions — and  sometimes  vain  repetitions — 
of  the  thought  and  judgment  of  the  past.  With  all  our 
reverence  for  the  founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
some  of  us  are  disposed  to  suspect  with  John  P.  Robinson 
that  "they  didn't  know  everything  down  in  Judee,"  and 
that  on  the  business  side  at  least  we  are  far  in  advance  of 
them.  Such  self-oorapliacency,  lilte  all  forms  of  pride,  often 
goes  before  a  fall.  And  in  the  present  case  the  chastening 
corrective  is  provided  by  a  simple  historic  fact.  From  1821 
onwards  there  was  a  remarkable  efflorescence  of  popular  cheap 
literature  of  an  instructive  but  ephemeral  type,  to  v/hich 
latterly  the  brothers  W.  and  R.  Chambers  gave  a  more  per- 
nuanent  basis.  The  Mirror,  a  periodical  of  this  class,  which 
v/as  started  in  London  in  1822  !by  John  Limbird,  enjoyed  a 
considerable  vogue,  and  was  still  in  some  repute  in  the 
"  roaring  forties."  William  Cham<bers  says  of  it  that  it 
"  had  little  pretension  to  original  writing.  It  was  illustrated 
with  wood  engravings,  was  generally  am^is'ing  .  .  .  but  was 
purposeless  in  its  aims."  By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Long, 
Dorset  Street,  London,  W.,  we  have  received  a  cutting  from 
the  Mirror  of  iSeptemher,  1845,  which  contained  an  article  .by 
Jacob  Bell,  entitled  "False  Economy:  Cheap  Drugs,"  which 
was  ohviously  designed  to  educate  the  public  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages to  them  of  skilled  and  intelligent  pharmaceutical 
service,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from  such  a  pleader,  the 
case  for  the  pharmacist  is  ingeniously  and  persuasively 
stated.  To  hegin  with,  the  public  are  admonished  that  "  those 
who  patronise  cheap  shops  in  purchasing  the  ordinary  neces- 
saries of  life  .  .  .  have  no  reason  to  complain  if  the 
flavour  of  one  commodity  or  the  diirajbility  of  another  is 
found  defective,"  and  Bell  proceeds  to  point  out  that  while 
experience  may  enable  the  consumer  to  discriminate  in  relation 
to  food,  clothes,  and  furniture  between  the  cheap  and  the 
genuine,  serviceable  commodity,  in  the  case  of  medicine  the 
decision  is  much  more  difficult,  inasmuch  as  technical  know- 
ledge is  required  to  distinguish  pure  from  inferior  or 
adulterated  drugs;  and  "A  good  medicine  injudiciously 
administered  may  produce  an  unfavourable  result,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  patient  may  dbtain  relief  or  recover  by  an  eSort 
of  nature  after  taking  what  was  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
inert."  Commenting  on  the  economic  factors  in  the  ca«e,  to 
explain  and  justify  the  apparently  high  profits  of  pharmacists, 
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Bell  quotes  at  length  a  passage  from  Adam  Smith's  '  Wealth 
of  Nations,'  which  elucidates  the  elements  which  enter  into 
the  composition  of  price,  with  special  reference  to  the 
estimated  value  of  the  specialised  knowledge,  reputation,  time, 
and  labour  o^  the  maker.  He  cites,  as  current  illustrations 
of  the  need  and  worth  of  these  qualifioations,  the  faot  that 
the  sulphate  of  quinine  of  one  maker  may  command  a  price 
of  10  per  cent,  more  than  that  of  anoither,  and  probably  15  per 
cent,  more  than  the  same  salt  prepared  by  an  unknown  maker; 
while  as  regards  the  more  important  alkaloids,  such  as  mor- 
phine, strychnine,  and  aconitine,  the  absolute  purity  of  which 
is  of  the  highest  consequence,  the  variation  in  the  market 
value  may  still  be  greater.  Many  improvements,  largely  due 
to  more  scientific  methods  of  manufacture,  and  also  in  a 
material  measure  to  the  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
have  taken  place  since  Jacdb  Bell,  as  editor  of  The 
tPharmaceufical  Journal,  and  as  a  publicity  propagandist 
through  this  article  in  the  Mirror  and  otherwise,  so  power- 
fully waged  a  crusade  against  adulteration,  and  an 
organised  agitation  on  behalf  of  the  education  and 
qualification  of  the  pharmacist,  as  the  only  adequate 
and  effective  safeguard  in  the  supply  of  drugs  to, 
and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  for,  the  public.  Pharma- 
ceutical education,  as  Bell  conceived  it,  is  even  yet  com- 
paratively undeveloped,  and  the  education  of  the  public  to 
recognise  and  appreciate  qualified  pharmaceutical  service  is 
StiU  so  much  in  the  elementary  phase  that  our  present-day 
reformers  have  open  to  them  a  wide  field  in  which  to  cultivate 
a  crop  fcrom  the  seed  so  diligently  sown  and  spread  by  Jacob 
Bell. 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE  ACT  IN  OPERATION. 

At  the  Council  meeting  on  August  1  several  members  ex- 
pressed a  desire  for  explicit  information  touching  the  precise 
bearing  of  the  provisions  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act,  which 
come  into  force  in  any  area  in  which  Sectidns  1  (1)  and  3  will 
come  into  operation  in  accordance  with  Sub-section  (2).  And 
it  was  also  suggested  that  an  indication  mi^ht  be  given  as  to 
the  best  course  to  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  legitimate  interests 
of  pharmacists  as  affected  by  the  incidence  of  the  Act.  The 
following  are  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which  in  the  mean- 
time concern  pharmacists  along  with  others  :— 

1  (1).  In  any  area  in  which  thjs  section  is  in  operation 
a  person  shall  not,  unless  he  is  a  duly  qualified  medical 

-  practitioner,  for  reward,  either  direct  or  indirect,  treat 
any  jjerson  for  venereal  disease,  or  prescribe  any  remedi/ 
therefor,  or  give  any  advice  in  connection  with  the 
treatment  thereof,  whether  the  advice  is  given  to  the 
person  to  be  treated  or  to  any  other  person. 

2  (1).  A  person  shall  not  by  any  advertisement  or  any 
public  notice  or  announcement  treat  or  offer  to  treat  any 
person  for  venereal  disease,  or  prescribe  or  offer  to  pre- 
scribe any  remedy  therefor,  or  offer  to  give  or  give  any 
advice  in  connection  with  the  treatment  thereof. 

It  is  seldom  that  the  text  of  a  statute  is  couched  in  such 
clear  and  concise  terms.  The  above  provisions  can  leave  np 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  averagely  intelligent  reader  as  to  their 
meaning,  which  is  that  all  forms  of  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  for  reward,  direct  or  indirect,  in  any  area  to  which 
Section  1  applies  is  unlav^ful,  and  subject  to  heavy  penalties. 
To  prescribe  means  not  only  to  offer  to  prescribe,  but  also  to 
do  so  in  response  to  a  request  from  the  patient,  or  the  accom- 
modating friend,  who  is  usually  the  dissembling  patient  him- 
self. This  would  be  a  case  in  point:  Customer:  "I  think 
I'm  suffering  from  specific  urethritis  (or  chancre).  What  can 
you  give  me  for  it?"  Chemist:  "It  is  against  the  law  in 
this  district  for  me  to  supply  you  with  anything  for  such  a 


purpose.  You  had  tetter  consult  a  medica^  man,  or  go  to 
the  puJblic  clinic  which  has  been  set  up  under  the  Act." 
iSection  2  (1),  which  is  now  enforceable  all  -over  the  United 
(Kingdom,  is  so,  comprehensive  that  it  covers  every  conceivable 
form  of  advertisement  or  announcement,  printed  or  oral,  which 
offers  to  treat  or  describes  treatment  of  venereal  disease — e.g., 
written  or  printed  instructions  as  to  the  medical  or  other 
treatment  of  disease — which  are  in  any  way  public  in  their 
nature.  It  does  not,  however,  prevent  the  supplying  of 
venereal  remedies  on  demand,  a  prohibition  which  will  not 
take  effect  until  Sub-section  (2)  comes  into  force  on  November 
1.  Thus  for  the  present,  if  a  customer  asks  for  copaiba  cap- 
sules, or  presents  an  oral  or  written  order  for  a  mixture,  say,  of 
copaiba,  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  and  tincture  of  iron,  or  for  a 
urethral  injection  or  bougie  for  gonorrhoea,  it  can  lawfully  be 
supplied,  and  it  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  conscience 
of  the  pharmacist  to  decide  whether  it  is  just  or  expedient  to 
make  the  sale.  On  and  after  November  1  venereal  remedies 
can  only  be  supplied  on  the  medical  prescription  of  a  duly 
qualified  medacal  practitioner  or  when  not  held  out  or  recom- 
mended as  sucih. 

Under  the  Act,  local  schemes  for  the  gratuitous  treatment 
of  persons  suffei'ing  from  venereal  disease  are  formulated,  and 
when  approved  of  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  adminis- 
tcTed  by  Local  Committees,  and  Local  Associations  in  areas 
in  which  such  committees  are  Ijeing,  or  will  be,  set  up,  should 
take  action  to  secure  representation  for  pharmacy  on  these 
Ijodies,  both  because  of  the  ability  of  pharmacists  to  render 
useful  pliblic  service  in  this  capacity,  and  likewise  inasmuch 
as  many  issues  affecting  the  practice  of  pharmacy  are  likely  to 
arise  in  discussion  as  to  local  arrangements.  As  a  first  step,  it 
is  advisable  that  the  Local  Association  authorities  should  open 
communication  on  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of 
the  town,  county,  or  other  council  or  public  body  which  is 
entrusted  with  the  initiative  in  organising  local  committees. 
In  our  issue  of  July  28  we  printed  a  list  of  the  areas  in  which 
on  and  after  November  1  Section  1  of  the  Venereal  Disease 
Act  shall  apply,  which  is  now  repeated  lest  some  of  our 
readers  may  have  overlooked  it.  According  to  a  notice  pub- 
lished in  the  London  Gazette  of  July  20,  1917,  the  above- 
named  provisions  of  the  Act,  after  the  date  specified,  shall 
apply  to  each  of  the  Counties  of  Buckingham,  Camfbridge, 
Durham,  Essex,  Hereford,  Hertford,  Isle  of  Ely,  Kent, 
Leicester,  London,  Middlesex,  Norfolk,  Northampton,  Nor- 
thumberland, and  Surrey,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Bootle, 
Bradford,  Cardiff,  Coventry,  Croydon,  Darlington,  Dewsbnry, 
Dudley,  East  Ham,  Hastings,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  Northampton,  Norwich,  Portsmouth,  Sunderland, 
Tynemouth,  Wakefield,  V/arrington,  and  West  Ham. 

SILICA  WARE. 

BY   FRANK   BROWNE,  F.I.C. 

Appai-atus .  of  fused  opaque  silica  possesses  several  advan- 
tages over  porcelain.  The  use  of  silica  basins  is  to  be  recom- 
mended particularly  just  mow,  as  a  considerable  saving  in  the 
consumption  of  porcelain  can  thereby  be  effected.  The  many 
evaporations  to  dryness  or  to  a  low  bulk,  inseparable  from 
laboratory  work,  form  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  breakage 
of  oixlinary  porcelain.  With  silica  vessels  there  is  usually 
no  loss  from  this  source.  Experience  has  shown  that  silica 
basins  in  ordinary  handling  require  a  good  deal  of  oare,  as 
they  are  somewhat  easily  fractured  by  hard  treatment  Users 
may  be  glad  to  know  that  a  cracked  basin  may  generally  be 
rendered  quite  serviceable  for  most  purposes.  Add  linseed  oil 
to  red  lead  till  just  fluid,  then,  with  the  finger,  rub  a  little 
of  the  mixture  on  the  outside  of  t)he  basin,  working  it  well 
into  the  fracture.  Allow  to  dry  two  or  three  days,  then 
slowly  heat  over  a  bunsen  flame,  and  the  vessel  will  be 
repaired.  Half-litre  basins,  cracked  in  several  places,  have 
been  thus  treated,  and  subsequently  for  many  months  hove 
been  used  for  evaporating  liquids  containing  more  or  less 
quantities  of  nitric  acid. 
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"MINOH"   EXPERIENCES   AND  IMPRESSIONS. 

BY  "  CAIUS  I." 

The  fatal  day  was  Jane  21,  and  I  was  requested'  to  present 
myself  a.1  the  candidates'  entrance  of  the  Society's  House. 
Shivering  in  my  boots,  but  trying  to  keep  a.  chirpy  outward 
appearance,  I  joined  the  throng  around  tJie  door.  On  the  stroke 
of  time  the  portals  opened,  and  we  trooped  into  the  examination 
room,  sat  down  at  the  tables,  and  inscribed  our  names  and 
addresses  on  the  envelopes  in  front  of  us.  We  were  then  divided 
up  for  Practical  Chemistry  or  Dispensing.  I  joined  the  detach- 
ment of  dispensers,  under  the  supervision  of  Messrs.  Grier  and 
Wilson.  After  waiting  a  few  minutes  to  get  thoroughly  un- 
comfortable. I  received  the  following  dispensing  papers:  — 

BDng.  Salph   3i     I  1^  Menthol   3% 

Ung.  Plambi  Oleate   5vii.       Ether,  q.s. 

Ft.  Ung.  I  Mitte  

5  Ext.  Hamamelidis  Liq   mx.  |  B  Hyd.  lod.Rub   igr 

Ol.  Theobrom,  q.s.  Ft.  Pil. 

Ft.  Sappos.  Mitte   xii.  |      Mitte,  xxv.  Varnish. 

5  Make  about  two  ounces  Iiin.  Tereb. 

I  started  on  the  ointment,  and  made  the  Ung.  Sulph.  witiiout 
thinking  of  the  Ung.  Plumbi  Oleate;  that  done,  it  struck  me 
that  there  was  no  Ung.  Plumbi  Oleate  in  the  B.P.,  the  only 
Pb.  Oleate  being  Emp.  Plumbi,  so  I  took  it  to  mean  that,  but 
the  question  created  uncertainty  in  my  mind.  Next  I  tackled 
the  Supjxjs.,  but  my  wits  were  deserting  me,  and  it  was  an 
appreciable  time  before  I  regained  enough  self-control  and  judg- 
ment to  evaporate  the  Ext.  down,  vaguely  speculating  in  the 
meantime  about  60-graiii  moulds,  and  other  absurdities.  I  used 
a  little  wajc,  as  the  mould  was  for  six  only,  and  I  feared  they 
would  not  set  in  time  to  free  the  mould  for  the  second  half-dozen. 
The  first  six  formed  were  presentable,  but  the  second  Jot  left 
something  to  be  desired.  I  was  now  beginning  to  feel 
thoroughly  unihappy,  and  really  afraid  to  oommence  the  pills, 
which  contained  double  the  maximtun  dose  of  Hyd.  lodid,  Rub 
The  wording  plainly  stated  "maJce  one  pill,"  but.  owing  to  my 
nervousness,  I  could  not  make  up  my  mind  one  way  or  another 
whether  to  put  an  eighth  of  a  grain  in  each  pill  or  that  amount 
in  twenty-five  of  them.  Eventually  I  made  thirty-two  pills, 
containing  i  grain  in  each,  noting  the  fact  on  the  prescription 
that  the  ingredient  was  an  overdose.  Lin.  Tereb.  was  easy, 
and  I  made  a  good  sample,  which  bucked  me  up  tremendously, 
and  when  the  examiner  came  round  to  see  how  we  progressed, 
he  showed  mine  to  another  candidate,  so  that  he  could  see  how 
it  should  have  been  made.  This  cheered  me  more  than  ever. 
I  was  then  afraid  to  tackle  the  Menthol.  Sol.,  as  it  seemed  so 
easy,  and  I  was  looking  for  trouble  all  the  time,  but,  after 
mature  meditation,  I  prepared  it  w/w.  I  then  retired  for  lunch- 
returning  from  which  I  was  led  up  to  Practical  Chemistry,  and 
received  the  following  paper:— I.  Estimate  the  Sol.  of  KI 
(No.  5),  and  take  its  sp»-K;ific  gravity.  (2)  Analyse  the  mixture 
of  two  substances  (No.  5).  .The  estimation  was  easy.  Looked 
round  for  a  standard  sol.  of  AgNOj,  but  could  find  none,  so 
inquired,  and  was  given  a  pure  specimen  of  that  substance. 
Weighed  out  l"?  Gms.,  and  made  an  N/10  solution,  using  K^CrO. 
as  indicator.  Result,  2'531  per  cent.,  speciiic  gravity  103.  Salt 
gave  indication  of  As  and  Na  in  prelim,  tests,  and  was  acid  to  lit- 
mus. Had  time  to  find  sodium,  arsenite,  but  no  time  to  complete 
the  acids.  Next  morning  two  of  us  accompanied  a  chum  with 
whom  we  were  fellow  lodgers,  to  the  fateful  portals.  As  it  was 
his  first  day,  wc — being  so  much  more  experienced  in  the 
matter — did  our  best  to  cheer  him  up,  and,  having  waited  until 
he  disappeared  into  the  buildings,  we  wended  our  way  to  the 
office,  in  fear  and  trepidation,  to  learn  the  result  of  the  previous 
day's  work,  and  were  told  to  come  again  at  eleven  o'clock ;  so 
we  betook  ourselves  to  the  museum  to  give  a  final  polish  to  our 
Mat.  Med.;  but  this  soon  developed  into  a  general  argument  on 
the  eternal  question,  "  To_  be  warned,  o"-  not  to  be  warned," 
as  the  first  massed  dav'light  raid  had  just  occurred.  At 
11.30  received  the  fateful  onvellope  containing  the  request  to 
attend  at  2  p.m.  on  the  following  day.  We  ."^pent  the  evening 
and  best  part  of  the  night  having  dinner,  on  the  food  and  liquor 
economy  ba-M.?,  and.  later  on,  in  the  melodious  company  of  the 
"  Maid  of  the  Mountains."  Our  "  Major  "  friend  who  accom- 
panied us  would  persist  in  asserting  with  an  air  of  finality  about 
once  overy  five  minutes  that  the  ordeal  was  a  "  soft  job."  This 
heartened  us  up  when  we  thought  of  getting  through,  but  with 
the  more  pf^rsistent  subconscious  presentiment  of  getting 
"ploughed,"  it  had  the  opposite  effect. 

BoTAjrr — Wa-s  given  a  specimen  of  Elecampane,  and  invited 
to  discourse  upon  it,  which  I  did  to  the  bust  of  my  ability. 
Shown  under  the  microscope  a  slide  of  a  section  of  a  bioollateral 


bundle  (Cucurbitaccffl),  asked  the  reason  for  the  double  phloem, 
what  were  prosenchymatous,  sclerenchymatous,  and  paren- 
chymatous tissues?  Questions  followed  on  phloem,  xylem,  wood 
vessels,  pith,  intercellular  spaces,  stomata,  leaipiration,  transpira- 
tion, transference  of  food  material  photosynthesis,  shape  of 
cells  transversely  and  longitudinally,  and  a  few  others.  I 
answered  easily,  and  felt  that  I  thaci  got  the  pass  marks,  although 
the  examiner  may  have  held  a  different  opinion. 

Pharmacy. — What  is  a  Solution?  an  Emulsion?  Evaporation? 
Surface  Tension?  Percolation?  The  latter  question  leading  bo 
a  discussion  or  Extracts,  including  Belloe  Liq.,  Ergot,  Euonymus, 
Filicis  Liq.,  Ipecac,  and  its  estimation,  Opii  Liq.,  Nuc.  Vom. 
Liq.,  Strophanthus.  How  make  Ung.  Cantharidin,  Lanae  Co., 
Hyd.  Co.,  Hydrarg.  Hydrous  Lanolin  and  estimation  of  per  cent, 
of  HjO  in  same.  Lot.  Hyd.  Flav.  and  Nig.  and  reason  for 
Glyc.  in  the  latter.  Sp.  JEth.  Nit.,  and  determination  of  NO. 
Liq.  Cresol,  Sap.  Adrenalin,  Zinci.  Chlor.,  and  the  method  for 
removing  Fe  and  Pb  in  the  latter.  Lastly,  what  are  soaps,  and 
how  made? 

Latin  and  Prescbiptions. — (1)  Given  a  simple  calculation: — 
Strych,  Hyd.,  l-64th  grain.  Ft.,  5  gr.  Tab.  Calculate  per 
cent,  of  Strych.  and  say  in  which  part  of  the  schedule  it  would 
come.  (2)  Prescription  in  English  to  write  into  full  Latin.  (3) 
Read  aloud  abouF  half  a  dozen  scripts.  (4)  Dose  of  Liq.  Strych., 
P  Capsici  (no  oflScial  dose),  Liq.  Atrop.  Sulfrfh.,  Physostigmine 
.Sulph.,  Quin.  Hyd.,  Atropine,  Pot.  Nit.,  Sod.  Nitrite,  L'q.  Calcis, 
Liq.  Calcis.  Sacch.,  and  a  few  more. 

Materia  Medioa. — Was  shown  ..iEgle  Marmalos,  Chondrua 
crispus,  Cetraria  Islandica,  Gum  Ammoniacum,  Guaiacum, 
Acgcia  Boswellia  Carterii,  Ipomea  Turpeth,  and  asked  for 
habitat,  natural  orders,  and  chief  constituents.  Also  interro- 
gated on  Bsrosma  betulina,  crenulata,  and  serratif olia ;  which 
were  the  official  Aconites  and  Jaborandi?  constituents  ot  Bella- 
donna, and  how  much  Atropine,  Hyoscamine,  and  Scopolamine 
does  it  contain?  How  much  strych.  and  bnicine  in  Nuc.  Vom. 7 
Up  to  this  point  I  felt  that  I  had  scored  success  in  each  subject, 
but  the  next,  and  last,  I  dreaded  most. 

Chemistry. — No  que.stions  on  Physios ! !  How  obtain 
CL;  Br,;  I,?  Effect  of  Br,  on  KOH  in  the  cold?  Effect  of 
Br  on  KOH  in  hot  solution?  Commercial  manufacture  of 
KMnO„  KfirO,,  Na^HPO,,  NaH^PO,.  In  organic  was  asked. 
How  make  Chloroform,  Iodoform,  Oxalic  Acid?  What  are  fats 
generally?  Waxes?  Oils?  And  with  the  last  question  my 
ordeal  ended. 

The  last  was  the  only  subject  on  the  second  day  I  (!-d  not 
feel  happy  over,  and  as  I  believed  that  I  had  already  obtained 
the  requisite  mairks  in  other  subjects,  I  was  worried  lest  I  had 
failed  to  obtain  the  necessary  pass  in  Chemistry,  and  so  spent  a 
miserable  ten  minutes  awaiting  the  President's  call.  At  last! 
I  heard  my  name,  and  before  the  President  said  a  word  he 
shook  hands.  My  ordeal,  so  far  as  the  Qualifying  Exam, 
was  concerned,  was  then  a  back  number.  Just  a  word  to 
those  who  may  be  situated  as  I  was  on  starting  apprenticeship.  I 
seem  to  have  drifted  into  Pharmacy,  and  had  no  tangible  ideas 
of  qualifying,  as  I  had  not  passed  the  "  Prelim."  or  its  equiva- 
lent when  at  school,  owing  to  accident  I  had  about  that  date 
wliich  caused  me  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  in  hospital ;  therefore, 
everything  seemed  in  a  nebulous  state,  and  I  had  no  incentive 
to  work.  Thus  I  drifted  through  my  apprenticeship.  I  never 
bothered  about  the  B.P.  What  was  the  use?  the  Prelim,  was 
in  the  way.  Chemistry  was  worse  than  Greek.  About  the  only 
two  fundamental  facts  I  knew  were  H^O  denoted  water,  and 
HjSOi  sulphuric  acid.  This  I  gleaned  from  a  magazine,  which 
tabulated  the  case — in  poetic  form — of  a  man  who  went  "  below  " 
because  lie  accidentally  diluted  his  whisky  with  H^SO^  in  error 
for  HjO,  which  showed  the  folly  of  diluting  whisky  anyway. 
About  eighteen  months  ago  I  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  I  had 
reached  the  mature  age  of  twenty-nine,  was  married,  and  had 
started  upon  the  foundations  of  a  family,  so  got  busy  on  the 
PrelLm.  (Coll.  Preceptors),  and  passed  in  two  goes.  Then  what 
a  change  came  o'er  the  scene  !  Nothing  between  mys'^If  niid  the 
Qualifying  Exam,  except  work.  So  I,  figuratively  speaking,  took 
my  coat  off,  and  bucked  into  it.  After  many  inquiries  and 
mature  meditation,  I  decided  on  tlie  "  Square  "  cour.se,  and  I 
found  that  the  lectures  proceeded  carefully  and  slowly  enough 
for  me  to  assimilate  them,  and  to  make  up  for  iny  defricncies  in 
elementary  knowledge,  and,  as  I  now'  look  back,  I  shudder  to 
think  of  my  chances  of  passing  first  time  had  I  gone  about  study 
perfunctorily,  or  under  unskilled  direction,  and  tried  to  obtain 
the  knowledge  in  less  time,  and  over  a  shorter  course.  Now 
that  I  am  M.P.S..  and  have  a  vote,  I  shall  give  it  to  anyone 
who  advocates  making  tlTe  Prelim,  compulsory  before  entering 
apprenticeship,  as  it  is  easy  to  pass  when  one  leaves  school, 
otherwise  its  effect  is  as  a  millstone  round  one's  neck,  from 
signing  the  indentures  to  the  Exam.  Room,  for  Experientia  docet. 
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SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL. 

Cignoline. 

Cigiioline  (1  ;  8  dioxyanthranol)  is  a  yellow  powder,  readily 
soluble  in  fat,  alcohol,  acetone,  benzene,  and  white  vaseline  It  is 
being  prescribed  (in  Germany)  as  a  substitute  for  chryearobin. 
Schweiz.  Apoth.  Z  g.,  Iv.,  139. 


Nutritive  Value  of  Bircli  Wood. 

Birch  wood  was  finely  chopped  in  a  paper  mill  so  that  the  cell 
membranes  were  destroyed  and  water  removed  from  the  cell  con- 
tents, ihis  disintegrated  wood  was  fed  to  a  sheep  with  wheat 
gluten,  starch,  molasses,  calcium  carbonate,  and  salt  The 
coefficients  of  digestibility  of  the  wood  corresponded  to  that  of  good 
meadow  hay.  Micro-examination  of  the  excreta  showed  that  good 
results  were  obtained  only  if  the  wood  was  cut  very  fine.  Similar 
results  were  obtained  with  a  dog,  and  it  is  concluded  that  man  is 
capable  of  digesting  finely  ground  birch  wood.— G.  Haberlandt. 
J^ortwissenschaft  Zentr. :  Chem.  Abstr.,  1917,  11,  1701J. 

Cultivation  of  Medicinal  Plants  on  Gotliland. 

The  island  of  Gothland  is  favourablv  situated,  inasmuch  as  the 
climate  is  comparatively  mild  though  dry.  Althcea  officinalis, 
Atropa  Bell'idonna,  Datura  Stramonium,  Digitalis  purpurea 
Hyoscyamus  niger,Pavaver  somtiifcriim.,  and  Valeriana  o/ficiiialis 
are  among  the  plants  cultivated.  Five  hundred  poppy  capsules 
gave  9  Gms.  of  dried  latex  containing  4  6  per  cent,  of  morphine 
ihe  cultivation  of  Talerian  root  was  very  profitable  ;  if  the 
flowering  stems  are  removed  the  root-system  becomes  strongly 
developed.  A  number  of  other  medicinal  plants  were  also  culti- 
vated experimentally.— Lybing  (Svensk.  Farm.  Tidskrift,  through 
Schweiz.  Apotheker  Ztg., Match!,  I'm  11^) 


Simple  and  Rapid  Metliod  for  Destroying  Organic  Matter  in 
the  Detection  of  Arsenic. 

The  following  simple  method  is  preferable  to  those  usually 
followed  for  the  destruction  of  organic  matter  in  the  course  of 
examinations  for  minute  quantities  of  arsenic.  The  animal  or 
vegetable  matter  is  first  heated  in  a  stoce  at  300°  C  until  it  is 
crisp.  It  IS  then  mixed  in  a  mortar  with  2  to  3  per  cent,  of  its 
dry  weight  of  pure  quicklime,  and  water  is  added  to  slake  the  lime 
Ihe  mixture  rs  then  powdered,  transferred  to  a  iiat  porcelain 
dish  and  heated  at  dull  redness  until  the  ash  is  white  or  greyish 
It  requires  no  special  attention  :  all  the  organic  matter  will  be 
burnt  off  from  the  most  refractory  material  in  an  hour  or  two. 
The  cool  ash  is  then  taken  up  with  water  acidified  with  sulphuric 
acid  boiled  filtered,  evaporated  till  white  fumes  appear^  then 
diluted  with  8  to  10  volumes  of  water,  and  introduced  directlv 
into  the  Marshs;  apparatus.— A.  Gautier  and  P.  Clausminu 
(Comptes  rend,  1917,  165,  11). 


Limitations  of  the  Dietary  Value  of  White  Haricot  Beans. 

Although  in  the  present  shortage  of  potatoes,  haricot  beans 
have  proved  of  great  value  as  an  addition  to  vegetable  fare  the 
general  impression  prevails,  no  doubt  produced  by  vegetarian 
partisans,  that  in  protein  value  they  equal,  if  not  exceed,  meat  A 
recent  editorial  on  the  subject  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Meihcal  Association  is  very  timely,  and  to  the  point.  It  is  shown 
that  although  dried  beans  reveal  to  chemical  analysis  a  very  high 
percentage  of  protein,  it  is  not  found  that  all  this  nitrogenous 
material  is  digestible.  Actual  digestion  trials  on  man  have 
demonstrated  that  when  beans  form  one  fourth  of  a  ration  less 
than  80  per  cent,  of  the  bean  prot-in  is  utilised.  This  is  decidedly 
a  lower  figure  tnan  is  obtained  with  meat,  eggs,  or  milk.  In  Japan 
Oshima  estimated  the  digestible  protein  of  beans  at  only  6",  per 
cent,  of  the  total  present.  The  carbohydrates  and  celluloses  of 
beans,  moreover,  are,  for  the  most  part,  indigestible  ;  and  these 
interfere  with  the  digestibility  of  the  protein.  Experiments  with 
rats  show  that  caution  is  necessary  in  advising  an  extensive  use 
ol  haricot  beans  as  a  substitute  for  meat,  milk,  or  e  'gs  Protein 
from  animal  and  vegetable  sources  is  not  all  the  same;  and  from 
a  biological  point  of  view  is  valuable  only  so  far  as  it  yields  ap- 
propriate proportions  of  amino-acids.  When  the  protein  ration  of 
rats  was  derived  solely  from  beans,  there  was  a  high  mortalitv 
J'Oe  a.mva&ls,  and  in  any  case  a  high  percentage  of  beans  in 
tbe  diet  had  a  deleterious  influence  on  the  nutrition.  These  more 
recent  experiments  conducted  in  the  Wisconsin  Universitv  la- 
boratory by  McCollum,  Simmonds,  and  Ritz,  have  hitherto  dealt 
solely  with  dried  white  haricot  beans.  It  remains  to  be  seen  if 
dried  peas,  peanuts,  soy  beans,  and  other  leguminous  seeds  have 
iror?  »°      same  category.— (J-.  Amer.  Med.  Assoc.,  1917  68 

1627).  '       '  ' 


New  Reagent  for^Atropine,  Hyoscyamine,  and  Scapolamine. 

A  trace  of  atropine,  hyoscyamine  or  scopolamine  warmed  on  a 
watch-glass  with  a  drop  of  a  solution  of  2  Gms.  of  p  dimethylam- 
ido  benzaldebyde  in  C  Gms.  of  sulphuric  acid  and  0'4  Gm.  of  water 
gives  an  intense  red  colouration  passing  into  violet.  Novatropine, 
tropacocaine  and  cocaine  give  no  reaction.  Other  alkaloids  give- 
colours  but  not  the  same  as  the  atropine  group. — B.  Wasicky 
(Ztschr.  Anal.  Chem.  through  Schweiz.  Apoth.  Zlg.)  February  lu, 
1917,  87. 


Ambrine  and  Paraffin  Films. 

Early  in  tlio  present  year  Lieut. -Colonel  A.  J.  Hull  showed 
that  the  much-vaunted  French  proprietary  dressing  for  burns — 
ambrine — owes  its  efficacy  entirely  to  tiie  hard  paraffin  which  i» 
its  main  constituent,  and  gave  a  formula  for  a  preparation 
which  was  at  least  as  efficacious.  The  author  fully  confirm* 
this,  and  states  that  ambrine,  like  most  secret  mixtures,  is  not 
of  constant  composition.  It  consists  'essentially  of  a  hard 
paraffin  with  which  a  little  of  an  asphalt-like  body  and  a  fatty 
oil  have  been  incorporated.  A  number  of  commerciaj.  parafiin» 
have  been  found  which,  without  admixture,  are  equal,  and  even 
superior,  to  ambrine.  It  is  probable  that  further  experience 
will  show  the  application  of  simple  paraffin  wax,  having  a 
melting-point  of  44°  to  48°  C,  to  be  as  beneficial,  if  not  more 
so,  than  any  mixtures. — P.  N.  Leech  {J.  Amer.  Med.  Asso.^ 
1917,  68,  1,497). 

Dermatitis  Due  to  Explosives  used  in  Air  Raids. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  dermatitis  have  followed  contact  of 
the  unprotected  skin  with  a  yellow  powder  contained  in  the  bombs 
dropped  by  the  enemy  during  the  recent  air  raid.  The  author 
reports  on  59  such  cases.  The  substance  causing  the  eruption  is 
stated  to  be  Irexanitrodiphenylamiue.  Contact  with  this  stains  the- 
skin  deep  orange:  in  about  nine  days  afterwards  intense  irritation 
develops  ;  then  an  eruption  of  vesicles  the  size  of  hempseed,  some- 
times forming  large  confluent  blebs  as  it  increases.  These  may 
become  infected.  The  erupiion  reaches  its  height  about  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day.  Occasionally,  the  face  is  involved  :  but  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  hands  and  feet  were  affected.  This  dermatitis  is  closely- 
similar  to  that  occasioned  by  the  dye  which  has  been  known  to  be 
used  for  cheap  brown  shoes.  This  is  ammonium  hexanitropheiiyl- 
amine  sold  under  the  names  "aurantia"  and  "imperial  yellow". 
In  consequence  of  the  severe  dermatitis  it  has  caused,  its  use  as  a. 
dye  has  been  forbidden.  It  follows  that  great  caution  should  be 
exercised  in  handling  any  material  which  has  been  contaminated 
with  the  contents  of  bombs.  If  any  portion  of  the  powder  has  come 
in  contact  with  the  skin,  it  sliould  at  once  be  removed  and  the 
part  washed  with  a  dilute  solution  of  sodium  bicarbonate.  The 
wearing  of  ordinary  gloves  when  handling  this  material  should 
be  avoided.  In  many  cases  where  gloves  were  worn  the  eruptioi» 
proved  to  be  much  more  severe  than  where  the  bare  hands  were 
used.  The  best  local  application  to  the  eruption,  after  it  has 
developed  is  :-Calamine,  70  grains,  lime  water  and  olive  oil,  of 
each  one  ounce. — J.  H.  Sequeira  (Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  1917,  2,  148). 


Hot  Drinks  Cause  Dyspepsia. 

The  practice  of  drinking  hot  liquids,  which  is  stated  to  have 
become  much  more  prevalent  in  France  in  recent  years,  is 
considered  to  be  a  cause  of  dyspepsia.  The  author  states  that 
80  per  cent,  of  his  patients  suffering  from  indigestion  during  recent 
years  have  been  accustomed  to  drink  very  hot  beverages.  In  the 
case  of  infants,  dyspepsia  has  often  been  traced  to  the  practice  of 
giving  them  hot  milk  witli  coffee  or  chocolate  in  the  morning 
and  at  night.  Frequently  these  fluids  may  have  a  temperatur& 
of  140  to  150  F.  ((50  —70^  C),  temperatures  which  do  not  cause 
serious  discomfort  in  the  mouth  during  the  brief  passage  through 
that  part.  Undue  heating  of  the  stomach,  especially  when  empty, 
is  unavoidable  by  the  more  prolonged  contact.  Long  continued 
use  of  very  hot  liquids  bring-;  about  gastric  hypostheuia,  doubtless 
due  to  chronic  gastritis.  No  doubt  the  use  of  hot  drinks,  at  a 
prescribed  time  and  temperature,  may  be  of  therapeutic  value, 
since  Linossier  has  shown  that  they  provoke  an  active  secretion  of 
hydrochloric  acid  ;  cold  water  is  even  more  active  in  this  respect. 
Tepid  water  at  about  99  to  lOO^  F.  (37'-  C.)  is  less  active  than 
either.  Consequently  tepid  beverages  should  he  prescribed  for 
hyperacidity  and  hot  or  cold  drinks  for  those  whose  acid 
secretions  are  deficient.  Apart  from  this  influence,  very  hot 
liquids  cannot  be  drunk  without  at  the  same  time  swallowing  air. 
They  must  be  gulped.  Since  ptyalin  loses  much  of  its  activity 
at  113=  F.  (45  C.)  and  pepsin  becomes  inactivated  towards  140°  F. 
(60°  C.)  these  digestive  ferments  must  have  their  activity  impaired 
by  the  practice.  When  dyspeptics  abandon  their  habit  of  con- 
suming very  hot  drinks,  an  amelioration  of  their  condition  follows 
almost  invariably. — Mauquat  (/.  Pharm.  Chim.  1917,  15,  332. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Annual  General  Meeting  at  Birmingham,  July,  1917. 

Abstract  of  paper:  — 

Chemical  Porcelain. 

By  Hexht  Watkixs. 
The  author  sketches  the  history  of  the  manufacture  of  porce- 
lain in  Europe  from  about  1673,  when  the  first  attempts  were 
made  to  imitate  Chinese  ware,  until  the  present  day,  and  remarks 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give  a  definition  of  chemical 
porcelain  -nrhich  would  generally  be  regarded  as  entirely  satis- 
lactory.  Translucency  is  only  one  of  the  properties  of  porcelain, 
and  much  of  the  beautiful  porcelain  of  England  has  been  found 
useless  for  laboratory  and  other  technical  purposes.  Amongst 
other  purposes  for  which  chemical  china  is  applied,  the  following 
are  the  more  important : — Evaporating  solutions  to  dryness, 
igniting  precipitates  on  blow-pipe  liame,  filtering  purposes, 
receptacles  for  mercury,  and  wat«r-baths.  In  deciding  on  the 
possibilities  of  the  manufacture  and  the  manner  of  procedure,  it 
is  desirable  to  consider  the  relative  importance  of  the  qualities 
required  which  may  be  ranged  as  under:  Resistance  to  very 
sudden  changes  of  temj>erature,  the  resistance  of  the  glaze  to 
chemical  reagents,  the  colour  of  the  porcelain  which  preferably 
should  be  white  or  cream,  the  fusing  point  of  the  glaze,  the 
weight  of  the  material,  composition,  and  translucency.  The 
author  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  materials  used  in,  and  the 
process  of  manufacture  of  chemical  porcelain  to  meet  the  fore- 
going requirements.  As  regards  recent  output  in  England,  it 
IS  reported  that,  notwithstanding  many  disadvantages,  in  com- 
parison with  the  150  years'  experience  of  the  manufacture  of 
hard  paste  at  the  State-supported  Royal  Factory  of  Berlin,  some 
three  or  four  English  manufacturers  have,  since  the  war,  pro- 
duced chemical  porcelain  with  considerable  succesis.  As  a  result 
of  the  researches  conducted,  and  the  testing  of  samples  done 
by  Dr.  Glaiebrook,  of  the  National  Physical  Laboratory,  and 
others,  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  technique  was  devised,  by  means 
of  which,  in  the  short  space  of  six  months,  English  potters  were 
enabled  to  turn  out  a  porcelain  fulfilling  all  the  requisite  con- 
ditions. While,  as  Dr.  Mellor  has  declared,  "  the  real  test  can 
only  come  when  the  ware  is  in  use,"  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that,  in  its  present  or  a  somewhat  modified  form,  it 
will  effectually  supersede  the  German-made  porcelain.  The  occa- 
sion 19  ripe  for  the  production  in  this  country  of  something 
better  than  anything  yet  produced.  At  present  the  users  of 
chemical  porcelam  fail  clearly  to  sj^ecify  their  requirements,  as, 
for  example,  what  temperature  should  the  f>orcelain  be  expected 
to  stand  witnout  cracking,  and  at  what  speed  should  the  tem- 
perature be  applied?  What  degree  of  temperature  should  the 
glaze  stand  without  softening?  What  limitations  should  be  set  to 
•he  chemical  operations  that  should  be  allowed  in  porcelain 
f;rucibles?  While  students  are  instructed  how  to  use  a  platinum 
'Tucible,  they  seem  seldom  to  be  told  how  to  use  a  porcelain 
one,  which  is  expected  to  stand  all  sorts  of  treatment.  From 
personal  t^sta  made  by  the  writer  with  Continental  porcelain,  he 
finds  that  it  varies  in  quality  anr<ongst  the  various  makers,  and 
from  the  same  maker,  out  of  two  crucibles  tested  the  one  imme- 
diately after  the  other,  under  exactly  the  same  conditions,  one 
cracked  while  the  other  remained  intact.  On  increasing  the 
severity  of  the  test,  every  piece  of  five  different  Continental 
porcelains  broke  down  under  conditions  which  might  very  readily 
take  place  in  any  chemical  laboratory.  So  that  the  Continental 
china  was  not  fool-proof,  which  appears  to  be  what  is  required 
of  the  English.  


REPORT  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETING. 


WEST  HAM. — "  A  most  enjoyable  outing  "  was  the 
unanimous  verdict  of  those  who  participated  in  the  river  trip 
arrans^'ed  by  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex 
T'  -■  :ct  Association  of  Pharmacists,  and  which  took  place  on 
-t  16.  The  majority  of  the  party  entrained  at  Bow  Road 
I  fopojitan  Station  for  Richmond,  whera  steamer  was  taken 
to  Hampton  Court.  The  party  were  favoured  with  glorious 
weather,  and  the  scenery  on  both  bank.s  of  the  river  was  greatly 
admired.  At  Hampton  Court  some  thirty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  t-o  tf-a,  under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  President 
Gwinn.  Nee<lless  to  say,  everyone  did  justice  to  the  repast, 
which  was  catered  in  the  usual  manner  by  mine  host  of  the 
Hotel  Mitre.  In  the  evening  the  grounds  of  Hampton  Court 
were  visitf^l,  and  later  on  the  party  returned  to  Richmond  by 
'bu9.  when  the  iicenery  was  again  enjoyed  in  the  vicinities  of 
Surbiton,  Kingston,  Ham  Common,  and  Richmond  Park. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 

ANSWERS   TO  QUESTIONS. 

August  15. 
Classes  B  3  and  C  3. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Price,  the  Under-Secretary  for  War  (Mr.  Mac- 
pherson)  said  he  was  afraid  it  was  not  practicable  to  place  all 
men  of  B3  and  C3  into  the  category  to  which  they  were  allo- 
cated when  fii-st  medically  examined,  without  waiting  for  each 
case  to  be  tested  by  an  invaliding  board. 

Volunteer  Training  Corps  (Uniform).  • 

Mr.  Macpherson  informed  M'r.  Bowerman  that  the  Regula- 
tions provide  that  uniform  shall  only  be  worn  by  Volunteer 
Corps  "when  actually  performing  military  duty  or  when  attend- 
ing parades  or  ceremonial  functions  of  a  military  character," 
and  in  reply  to  a  further  question  added  that  this  practically 
meant  that  directly  drill  is  over,  and  an  officer  or  soldier  gets 
home,  he  must  doff  the  uniform. 

Saccharin. 

Mr.  Clynes,  replying  to  Sir  William  Collins,  stated  that  nego- 
tiations are  still  proceeding  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  pro- 
duction of  saccharin  in  this  coimtry,  and  it  is  hoped  that  supphes 
will  presently  be  available  for  sweetening  beverages  and  for 
other  manufacturing  purposes  in  order  to  effect  the  release  of 
sugar  for  more  purely  nutritive  purposes. 

AxiGrsT  16. 

Sir  G.  Cave  (the  Home  Secretary)  informed  Mr.  Gilbert  that 
he  had  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  renew  the 
present  Closing  Order,  which  expires  on  September  30,  in  some 
form. 

August  20. 
Medical  Re-Examination  (Appeals).  . 

Replying  to  Mr.  Butcfher,  the  Under-Secretary  for  War  stated 
that  a  man  called  up  for  re-examination  under  the  Military 
Service  (Review  of  Exceptions)  Act  has  the  right  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  the  notice  to  apply  to  a  local  tribunal  for 
exemption  from  military  service.  He  may,  on  the  hearing  of 
that  application,  make  a  request  to  be  sulbmitfced  for  re-examina- 
tion by  the  Special  Medical  Board.  If  he  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
decision  of  the  local  Tribunal  on  his  application  for  examination, 
he  has  the  usual  right  of  appeal  to  the  Appeal  Tribunal. 
National  Insurance :  Amending  Legislation. 

Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  informed  Mr.  Sherwell  that  a  Bill  had 
been  prepared,  after  discussion  with  the  Advisory  Committee, 
dealing  with  the  simplification  of  the  administration  and  the 
adjusting  of  the  finance  of  National  Health  Insurance  on  the 
lines  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Approved  Society  Finance  and  Administration,  and  if  it  were 
agreed  to  treat  the  Bill  as  non-controversial,  the  Grovernment 
hoped  that  it  would  be  possible  to  submit  it  to  Parliament  and 
have  it  passed  into  law  in  the  course  of  the  Autumn  Session. 

A  Badge  or  Distinctive  Mark  for  Campaigners. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  Commons,  on  August  17,  on 
the  proposal  to  bestow  some  distinctive  mark  on  men  who  haive 
had  long  terms  of  service  in  the  trenches  and  in  the  firing  line, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  intervened  to  put  in  a  claim  on  behalf 
of  the  many  thousands  of  men  who  went  through  the  GallipoH 
campaign,  and  contended  that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  and 
injustice  if  they  were  to  be  deprived  of  any  distinctive  mark, 
with  the  result  that  (Mr.  Macpherson  undertook,  if  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  could  give  him  a  suggestion,  or  any  basis  upon  which  he 
could  work  to  supplement  the  proposal,  to  consider  it. 

Adjournment  of  Parliament. 

On  August  21  both  Houses  of  Parliament  adjourned  until 
Tuesday,  October  16. 


Mist.  Trag.  Chlorof. — ^With  reference  to  the  formula  for  this 
alternative  preparation  for  glycerin  and  sugar,  which  was 
given  in  the  Journal  of  August  18,  p.  70,  we  are  infoni»-ed  that 
owing  to  a  clerical  error,  which  was  reproduced  in  the  circular 
letter  issued  by  the  Economy  in  the  Use  of  Drugs  Coonmittee, 
40  minims  instead  of  24  minims  of  chloroform  were  specified. 
The  latter  quantity  is,  of  course,  equal  in  the  subjoined  amended 
formula  to  Aqua  Chloroformi,  double  strength:  — 

Gum  Tragacanth  i(in  pofwder)    30  grs. 

Chloroform    24  m. 

Water  to    10  fl.  oz. 
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LOCAL    INSURANCE  NEWS. 


National  Insurance  Advisory  Committee. 

Tlio  Natiional  Insuranioe  Joint  Committee  have  notified  tihe 
British  Modicajl  Association  that  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  has  invited 
the  following  i>ersonis  to  servje  on  the  Advisory  Committee 
(Medical  Section): — ^Dr.  Mabel  M.  Ramsay,  Plymouth;  Dr.  J. 
Singleton  Darling,  Lurgan ;  Dr.  John  Adams,  Glasgow;  Dr. 
Norman  Walker,  Ediniburig-h ;  Dr.  E.  J.  Maclean,  Caixliff ;  Dr. 
E.  O.  Price,  Bangor;  Dr.  T.  Ridley  Bailey.  Gorleston ;  Dr.  J.  A. 
Macdonald,  Taunton ;  Dr.  Lauriston  E.  Shaw,  London ;  Dr.  R. 
Walliace  Henry,  Leicester ;  Professor  A  Bostook  Hill,  IJirraing- 
bam;  Mr.  E.  B.  Turner,  London;  Dr.  A.  Fulton,  Old  Basfor-d ; 
i&nd  Dr.  Alfred  Cox,  Londbn.  In  acknowledging  receipt  of  the 
letter,  the  Secretary  to  the  British  Medical  Association  states 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  Insurance  Acts  Committee  considers  it 
▼ery  unfortunate  that  two  of  the  nominations  made  by  the 
Association,  viz..  Dr.  Crawford  Treasure  and  Dr.  R.  Harding, 
have  been  omitted  from  the  selection,  the  incidental  result  of 
the  non-acceptance  of  these  and  other  names  submitted  being 
thiat  tlie  Advisory  Committee  does  not  contain  any  representa- 
tive of  rural  practitioners. 


Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  the  County  of  London. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  this  Committee  for  1916-17.  It  is  a  remarkable  -record  of 
an  immense  volume  of  responsible  business  most  efficiently  and 
thoroughly  transacted.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more 
outstanding  features  of  the  Report,  viz.  :— (1)  The  average  value 
of  Scripts  (forms)  is  bild.,  aa  compared  with  7-87d.  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  (2)  Pharmaceutical  geivice  in  the  N.E.  and  S.E. 
districts  was  satisfactorily  maintained,  notwithstanding  the 
withdrawal  of  men  for  military  service.  (3)  Complaints  and 
irregularities,  which  were  few  in  number  and  gravity,  were 
all  firmly  and  judiciously  dealt  with.  Other  subjects  -wihich 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee  included  Abbreviation 
of  Prescriptions,  "  Rep.  Mist.,"  Closing  Order,  Pricing  and 
Checking  of  Prescriptions,  Tariff  Revision,  Military  Service, 
Glycerin,  and  Sugar,  for  -which  the  Committee  suggested  a 
substitute,  viz.,  "  Mist.  Trag.  Chlorof.,"  and  a  shoal  of  mis- 
cellaneous matters.  Reference  to  all  the  foregoing  subjects  and 
the  different  phases  of  the  Committee's  manifold  activities  will 
be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Committee's  proceedings  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Journal  during  the  past  year.  The  Com- 
mittee are  to  be  heartily  congratulat/cd  on  the  character  and 
results  of  their  arduous  labours  during  another  trying  year 
of  war. 


Birmingham. —Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  August  17,  Mr.  W.  H.  Whittock  was 
elected  Chairman  in  place  of  Mr.  C.  Thompson  (resigned).  The 
vacancy  on  the  Committee  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  W. 
Izon,  owing  to  ill-health,  was  fiilled  by  the  co-option  of  Mr.  H. 
Rigg. 

*       '   The  Essex  Insurance  Committee. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Essex  Insurance  Committee  was 
held  on  July  31,  at  River  Plate  House,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.G. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Burrows  was  elected  Chairman  and  Mr.  E.  N.  Buxton 
Vice-Chairman.  The  report  of  the  Finance  Sub-Committee 
stated  that  they  had  been  informed  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners that  the  sum  of  £1,300  had  been  credited  to  the 
Committee  on  account  of  temporary  residents  during  1915,  of 
which  £286  17s.  5d.  was  due  to  chemists  for  drugs.  The  Sub- 
committee had  also  been  in  communication  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  with  regard  to  a  letter  from  the  East 
Anglian  Pricing  of  Prescriptions  Joint  Committee  as 
to  the  payment  of  additional  war  allowance  of  0'3d.  per  pre- 
scription to  chemists  in  respect  of  1916.  The  Sub-Committee 
have  ordered  payment  of  £825  18s.  5d.,  being  the  amount  due 
for  1916  to  chemists  in  respect  of  the  war  allowance  of  0'3d. 
per  prescription.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 
It  was  stated  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  did  not  press 
for  an  additional  fee  for  urgent  prescriptions  dispensed  aftei- 
9  p.m. 

Glasgow  Burgh  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  Committee  wis  held  on  Monday,  August  6. 
Reports  were  submitted  on  (1)  Bureau  abstracts  for  the  months 
January  to  May,  inclusive;  (2)  the  military  situation  as  affect- 
ing the  craft;  and  (3)  prescribing  in  the  area  during  1916. 

Bureau  Abstracts,  Januaht  to  Mat. 

There  was  shown  to  have  been  a  marked  diminution  of  the 
prescribing  of  proprietaries  since  the  issue  of  the  cautionary 


letter  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  There  were  still  a  numbes 
of  appliances  being  apparently  supplied  which  were  not  on 
the  tariff  list,  and  there  were  considerable  disallowances  reported 
on  account  of  "  stock  "  orders  in  excess  of  the  quantities  allow- 
able by  the  ofiScial  list,  and  also  for  articles  not  in  the  list. 
Unsigned  prescriptions  which  had  had  to  be  returned  for  sig- 
nature numbered  in  January  fifty-seven,  in.  February  seventy- 
eight,  in  March  eixty-one,  in  April  fifty-one,  and  in  May  thirty- 
two.  The  Sub-Committee  pointed  out  in  tiieir  report  that  the 
diecking  and  returning  of  these  forms  entailed  a  good  deal  of 
unnecessary  labour,  delay,  and  expense.  It  also  appeared  neces- 
sary to  re-direct  attention  to  the  number  of  prescriptions  with. 
"  insufficient  particulars."  There  appeared  to  be  still  some 
lavishness  on  the  part  of  oertain  prescribers  in  the  ordering  o£ 
articles  that  were  specially  expensive  at  present,  such  as  OL 
Santal.  Flav.,  Resoroin,  Guaiacol  Carb.,  Diuretin,  C.L.O. 
Emulsion,  Methylated  Spirit,  Menthol-and-Cocaine  Ointment^ 
and  Malt-and-Oil.    The  report  was  adopted. 

Military  Seevioe. 

The  Sub-Committee  dealing  with  Military  Service  had  hadi 
associated  with  them  two  representatives  of  the  Glasgow  and 
W^est  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association — Messrs.  John  Murchie 
and  H.  P.  Arthur — and  also  Mr.  Jones,  Clerk  to  the  Insurance 
Committee.    Their  report  showed  that  oji  April  11  the  Military 
Representative  had  written  to  them  to  the  following  effect: — 
"  Considering  the  needs  of  the  Army  now,  I  think  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  release  men  for  service  by  closing 
some,  and  pooling  to  compensate  them  by  the  remaining 
shops,  in  such  wards  as  have  above  the  average  number  of 
shops  per  10,000  of  ithe    population.     I  think  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  should  be  asked  to  go  into  this 
matter,  aiming  at  the  release  of  as  many  A  or  Bl  inen  of 
imder  thirty-one  as  they   possibly  can."      The  Military 
Representative  further  indicated  that  the  number  of  men 
he  expected  to  get  by  this  method  was  about  fifty. 

The  Sub-Committee  had  pointed  out  the  difficulties  of  dealing 
with  the  shops  in  tiie  city  by  wards  and  of  confining  the  age  to 
31,  and  also  of  obtaining  this  further  number  of  men  without 
closing  shops  for  the  want  of  qualified  men.  Assuming,  how- 
ever, that  the  M.R.  had  found  it  necessary  to  take  individuals, 
whether  principals,  managers,  ox  assistants,  whose  removal 
would  have  the  effect  of  closing  shops,  the  following  suggestions 
were  submitted  for  his  consideration:  — 

1.  That,  in  the  first  instance,  multiple  shops  only  should 
be  dealt  with.  2.  That  all  appeals  Should  bo  referred  for 
joint  consideration  and  report  to  him  by  representatives  of 
the  Insurance  and  Pharmaceutical  Committees,  only  in  so 
far,  however,  as  the  pharmaceutical  requirements  of  the 
area  might  be  involved,  leaving  it  to  the  individual  con- 
cerned to  act  on  Itis  own  behalf  so  far  as  his  personal 
mterests  arose.  3.  That,  if  possible,  a  number  of  qualified 
men — say,  six  or  eight — who  might,  on  individual  merits, 
be  taken  for  service,  should  be  retained  in  their  present 
occupation,  but  .should  be  available  for  temporary  substitu- 
tion in  case  of  illness  or  other  emergency.  4.  That,  in  the 
event  of  shops  being  closed,  the  question  of  substitution 
should  be  kept  in  view,  so  that,  if  possible,  qualified  men 
might  be  retained  in  the  area  and  unqualified  men  released 
for  service 

The  M.R.  had  recognised  the  reasonableness  of  the  suggestions, 
and  had  left  it  to  the  Joint  Sub-Committee  to  deivise  the  best 
means  whereby  he  could  find  his  fifty  men  of  A  or  B  1  classes 
with  the  least  possible  disturbance  of  the  pharmacy  service  in 
the  area.  This  was  not  felt  to  be  a  very  pleasant 
task  by  the  Sub-Committee,  but  they  had  been  able  to 
agree  on  a  general  policy,  which  was  to  keep  in  view  the 
dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  the  sale  of  necessary  drugs  and 
appliances  for  the  sick  population,  and  to  decide,  in  view  of 
such  facts  as  they  had  before  them,  whom  thev  could  and  would 
defend,  by  such  authority  as  had  been  vesteT  in  the  Insurance 
and  Pharmaceutical  Committees.  It  was  believed  that  the 
business  had  been  accomplished  with  as  little  friction  as  could 
possibly  have  been  expected.  Mistakes  had  been  numerous  on 
the  part  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  military  authorities,  and 
these  had  caused  a  great  deal  of  extra  labour  to  the  secretary, 
but  the  Military  Representative  and  his  lieutenant  had  been 
always  courteous  and  considerate  and  anxious  to  fulfil  their 
obligations  to  the  craft.    The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Prescribing  during  1916. 

The  Secretary  submitted  a  report  on  the  prescribing  for 
1916,  based  on  the  statistics  furnished  by  the  Central  Checking 
Bureau.  While  the  average  figure  per  insurocJ  person  for  the 
area  had  worked  out  at  15'3d.,  the  lowest  yet  touched  in 
Glasgow,  it  was  shown  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
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practitioners  might  be  considered  extravagant  when  their  figures 
were  compared  with  those  of  the  aggregate  number  on  the 
Burgh  Panel  list.  It  was  agreed  to  make  representations  to 
the  Panel  Committee  under  Regulation  40,  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  do  so.  It  was  agreed  that  the  practitioners 
with  an  average  "frequency"  exceeding  20,  average  value 
per  form  exceeding  lOd.,  average  cost  per  person  exceeding 
le.  6d.,  or  average  cost  of  "stock'*  orders  exceeding  'Sd.  i>er 
person  should  be  considered  to  have  overshot  "  what  may 
reasonably  be  necessary,"  and  tables  were  prepared  sliowing 
these.  Fifteen  practitioners  had  excessive  figures  on  all  four 
counts.  There  were  fifty-six  whose  average  was  unduly  high  on 
three.  An  additional  sixty-six  were  high  on  two  counts,  and 
fifty-two  showed  stock  orders  in  excess  of  the  figure  of  "Sd.  per 
person. 

Kent. — .4mended  Formulae. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kent  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, it  was  reported  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  had 
suggested  that  certain  of  the  formulae  contained  in  the  Kent 
County  Formulary  might  with  advantage  be  amended.  The 
matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Panel  Committee,  who  stated 
that  amendment?  which  were  required  would  be  made  when  the 
formulary  was  reprinted 

Lanarkshire. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  County  of  Lanark  Pharmaceu- 
tical Committee  was  held  in  Glasgow,  Mr.  Hinksman  Carluke, 
presiding.  Tha  accounts  for  June  were  scrutinised  and  passed. 
At  a  later  period  in  the  afternoon  a  conference  was  held  with 
the  Panel  Drug  Sub-Committee  with  regard  to  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  of  expensive  and  exces- 
sive prescribing  by  certain  panel  doctors. 

London.— Removal  of  a  Doctor  from  the  Panel. 

As  the  result  of  an  inquiry  held  on  May  18  last,  with  regard 
to  Dr.  George  Victor  Hamlyn  Fairhall,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  of 
214,  Algeraon  Road,  Lady  well,  S.E.,  the  National  Health  In- 
surance Committee  announce  that  they  are  satisfied  that  his 
continuanoe  on  the  medical  list  of  the  London  Insurance  Com- 
mittee would  be  prejudicial  -to  the  efficiency  of  the  medical 
service  of  the  insured.  His  name  has  accordingly  been  removed 
from  the  panel.  The  substance  of  the  complaint  was  that  Dr. 
Fairhall  furnished  no  records  for  the  years  1914  and  1915,  and 
on  several  occasions  failed  to  attend  certain  insured  persons. 

Middlesex. — Insurance  Committee. 

Tiie  aimual  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  Insurance  Committee 
was  held  on  July  30  at  the  Guildhall,  Westminster.  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  KUland  were  re-elected  Chairman 
and  Vice-Chairman  respectively  for  the  year.  The  accounts 
passed  for  payment  included  £3,186  15s.  Td.  to  chemists  and 
£251  18s.  9d.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  adminis- 
trative expenses. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Marlborough  Street  Police  Court. 


Shops  Act  Case. 

At  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court  on  August  21,  Mr.  A. 
Olrfcorn,  pharmacist,  1,  Piccadilly  Circus,  London,  was  sum- 
iiiorjfjd  before  Mr.  Denman  for  the  sale  of  a  bottle  of  eau-de- 
Coiogne  on  a  Thursday  afternoon  when  his  shop  should  have 
been  closed  for  the  sale  of  everything  except  medicine  and 
medical  and  surgical  ai-pliances.  Mr.  Clark,  solicitor,  was  for 
the  London  County  Council,  and  Mr.  Beck  (of  Neve,  Beck  anid 
Kiiby)  defended  on  behalf  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation. 

^Ir.  Cla-rk  having  oi>ened  his  case, 

Mr.  Beck  informed  the  magistrate  that  he  would  prove  that 
eau-de-Cologne  was  a  medical  appliance. 

Inspfjctor  Meancy  told  the  Court  that  he  kept  observation  on 
defendant's  premises  for  about  five  minutes  at  6.20  p.m.  on  .June 
28,  when  ho  saw  a  bottle  of  eau-de-Cologne  sold  to  a  man.  De- 
ffndant  had  the  statutory  notices  displayed,  but  nothing  else  to 
ehow  that  the  shop  was  closed.  He  would  underjitand  from  the 
notices  seen  that  the  shop  was  open  for  the  sale  of  medicines 
and  the  other  permitted  things. 

Mr.  Ikfck  opcnied  his  address  to  the  Bench  with  a  protest 
aga,inflt  the  waste  of  time  of  the  Court  and  all  concernc-d  in  the 
hringint^  of  .such  a  trivial  case  at  such  a  time  of  national  strain. 
The  article  .Wd  waa  well  within  the  exemption,  and  was  in 
resTilar  use  for  medical  purposes.    There  was  no  suggestion 


that  defendant  was  soiling  other  goods  on  the  closing  aftornoou 
which  he  ought  not  to  sell.  Eau-de<)ologno  was  included  in 
well-known  books  of  medical  prescriptions.  The  Court  ought 
not  to  have  been  asked  to  saiy  that  its  sale  infringed  the  Aot. 
He  would  call  as  his  first  witness 

Dr.  W.  G.  Stone,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  who  deposed  that  he  had 
been  twenty  years  in  practice.  He  considered  eau-de-Cologne 
as  mainly  a  medical  i.reparation.  It  was  cjuite  apart  and  in  a 
separate  class  from  ordinary  scents.  Its  uses  were  for  bathing 
the  skin  in  headaches,  makiag  evaporating  lotions,  and  rubbing 
on  the  skin  to  prevent  bed-sores.  His  wife  used  it  for  head- 
aches, but  never  as  scent. 

Mr.  W.  Johnston  gave  evidence  as  Seoreitary  to  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association  and  as  a  r.harmacist  of  long  experience. 
In  his  opinion,  where  the  public  wanted  eau-de-Cologne  once 
as  a  perfume,  they  used  it,  perhaps,  a  thousand  times  as  a 
medicine  or  medicinal  preparation.  There  wias  a  formula  for  it 
in  the  French  Pharmacopoeia  and  another  in  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Codex — both  essentially  medical  works.  He  also  pro- 
duced two  books  on  nursing,  in  which  eau-de-Cologne  was  recom- 
mended for  the  prevention  of  bed-sores. 

The  Magistrate  said  that  personally  he  used  eau-de-Cologne 
as  the  least  offensive  of  the  various  perfumes.  He  had  no  doubt 
it  was  merely  a  German  scent,  originially  used  as  a  terfume, 
though  now  undoubtedly  used  for  the  other  purposes  named. 
In  these  medical  uses  it  was  employed  for  its  spirit  and  pleasant 
associations,  but  it  never  ceased  to  be  eau-de-Cologne  the  scent. 
It  was  an  article  which  was  near  the  line,  but  not,  in  his  judg- 
menit,  either  a  pure  medicine  or  medicinal  preparation.  Under 
the  oircumstanoes  there  would  be  no  fine,  but  defendant  would 
pay  the  costs — one  guinea. 


Clerkenwell  Police  Court. 


Prosecution  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Lime  Water. 

On  August  15,  at  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  before  Mr. 
Chester  Jones,  Mr.  H.  0.  Payne,  pharmacist,  78,  Essex  Road, 
Islington,  was  summoned  for  the  sale,  on  June  27,  of  lime  water 
20.9  per  cent,  deficient  in  the  amount  of  lime  which  should  be 
present.  Mr.  BrammaU  prosecuted  for  the  Islington  Borough 
Council,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby  defended  on  behalf  of  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association.  Mr.  Kirbv  pleaded  guilty  on 
defendant's  behalf.  Mr.  Brammall  informed  the  Comt  that 
lime  water  should  contain,  according  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 0'1168  per  cent,  of  lime,  whereas  defendant's  sample 
contained  0'0924  per  cent.- — Mr.  Kirby,  addressing  the  magis- 
trates, stated  that  the  Pharmaoo,poeia  gave  certain  directions 
for  the  preparation  of  lime  water,  one  of  which  was  that  the 
calcium  hydroxide  ordered  was  to  be  shaken  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  distilled  water  for  two  or  three  minutes,  then  set 
aside  imtil  clear,  and  the  clear  solution  syphoned  off.  Phar- 
macists were  aware  that  it  was  not  always  enough  to  shake  the 
lime  and  water  once,  as  the  B.P.  directs,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  shake  it  up  several  times  during  twenty-four  hours  or 
more.  Mr.  Payne  had  always  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  the 
latter,  but  he  has  recently  lost  two  of  his  assistants  by  enlist- 
ment, and  he  is  now  more  than  busy.  He  thinks  he  must  have 
omitted  the  subsequent  shakings  owing  to  over-work,  and  that 
is  the  only  reason  he  can  suggest  why  the  solution  was  not  up 
to  full  strength  as  usual.  No  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
leaving  out  any  of  the  lime  or  making  the  solution  weaker  than 
was  ordered,  as  lime  was  not  an  expensive  article.  In  answer 
to  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Kirby  explained  that  lime  water  was 
given  to  babies  to  counteract  acidity  of  the  stomach. — Mr. 
Brammall  said  that  there  was  no  question  of  omitting  lime  for 
the  sake  of  extra  profit,  but  one  looked  to  a  chemist  for  accuracy, 
and  for  the  exhibition  of  skill  and  care  in  compounding  medi- 
cine.— The  magistrate  said  defendant  would  pay  40s.  costs,  but 
there  would  be  no  conviction. 


Barrow  Petty  Sessions. 

Proceedings  under  Regulation  40  B  (I)  (Cocaine  and  Opium). 

At  Barrow  Petty  Sessions,  on  Friday.  August  17,  two  Barrow 
chemists,  Mr.  John  Bryden,  Michaelson  Road,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Steel,  Duke  Street,  were  summoned  for  breaches  of  the  Defence 
of  the  Realm  Regulations  by  having  supplied  cocaine  without 
having  entered  into  a  register  specially  kept  for  the  purpose 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  prescrip- 
tions or  cocaine  was  delivered.  Both  pleaded  guilty.  In  Mr. 
Brvden's  case  the  charge  was  one  of  having  dispensed  a  pre- 
scription on  May  31  containing  cocaine,  to  a  female,  without 
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having  entered  the  required  particulars  in  a  register  which  was 
op(>n  for  inspection  by  an  authorised  person.  The  prescription 
was  quite  in  order. — Mr.  Bryden  said  !he  had  asked  his  son  to 
get  a  register,  but  it  had  been  forgotten,  and  the  required  entry 
nad  not  'been  made. — Mr.  Bradsihaw  represented  Mr.  Steel, 
and  pointed  out  that  the  cocaine  was  supplied  to  the  female 
dispenser  of  a  doctor  for  the  doctor's  use,  and  he  concluded  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  enter  the  ietails  in  the  register  because 
the  doctor  was  an  authorised  person  to  whom  the  cocaine  could 
be  supplied. — The  Chairman  said  both  defendants  had  pleaded 
g'uilty,  and  tilie  Bench  did  not  propose  inflicting  heavy  penalties. 
Mr.  Bryden  would  have  to  pay  20s.,  and  Mr.  Steel  10s.  Mr. 
Bryden  had  also  to  pay  a  witness's  expenses. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 

Registration  of  Business  Names. — In  accordance  with  the 
Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  miade  under  Section  16  of  the 
Registration  of  Business  Names  Act,  1916,  the  office  of  the 
Registrar  of  Bu.siness  N-ames,  59,  Russell  Square,  London,  W.C.I, 
will  be  open  to  the  public  for  inspection  of  documente  filed,  and 
for  ithe  issue  of  certified  copies  of  or  extracts  from  such  docu- 
mertts,  between  10  a.m.  arid  4  p.m.  (Saturdays  9.30  to  12.30) 
from  Saturday,  September  1. 

Gratuitous  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — According  to 
the  recently  issued  annual  report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  between  140  and  150  hospitals  in  England  and  Wales 
are  prepared  to  participate  in  the  schemes  of  local  authorities 
■as  provided  for  by  the  Venereal  Disease  Act.  Complete  schemes 
have  already  been  submitted  by  115  out  of  the  145  councils  which 
are  charged  with  the  application  of  the  Regulations.  The  tot.al 
population  of  the  areas  covered  by  these  councils  is  29,000.000. 
Eighty-nine  schemes  serving  a  population  of  about  25,000,000  have 
been  approved,  and  work  has  been  started  at  sixty-two  hospitals, 
which  should  afford  facilities  of  treatment  for  a  population  of 
at  least  18,000,000. 

State  Reservation  of  Petroleum. — According  to  the  proposals 
of  a  Bill,  the  text  of  which  has  been  published,  tJie  Crown  is 
to  have  the  exclusive  right  of  getting  petroleum  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  payment  of  a  ro3¥ilty  of  '9d.  per  ton,  by  the 
State,  or  by  any  person  holding  a  licence  under  the  Act.  Subject 
to  payment  of  expenses,  the  Royalties  Fund  is  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  persons  interested  in  the  land  in  the  area  in  such 
proportions  as  may  be  prescribed.  There  is  a  penalty  of  £50, 
or  three  months'  "imprisonment,  or  both,  for  refusal  to  tiive 
information,  or  for  giving  false  information  as  to  sources  of 
supply,  quantity  of  output,  and  similar  subjects. 

"  The  Fly  in  the  Ointment."— 'Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  M.P.S., 
had  a  letter  in  the  Bristol  Times  and  Mirror  of  August  10,  in 
coTrecbion  of  the  popular  misquotation  from  Eoolesiastes  x. 
and  the  widespreaid  miisconiception  as  to  the  meaninig  of  the 
phrase  "The  fly  in  the  ointment."  For  the  edifijoation  of  an 
inquirer  who  contemplated  a  diiscourse  on  tlie  theme,  Mr. 
Palmer  directed  his  attention  to  the  ipsissima  verba  of  tlie  text, 
which  does  not  say  that  either  a.  fly  or  a  legion  of  them  spoilt 
the  ointment,  but  that  "dead  flies  cause  the  ointmonrt  of  the 
apothecary,"  a  specific  prepariation  made  from  dead  flies  from 
time  immemorial  (unguentum  cantharides)  "  to  send  forth  a 
stinking  savour."  Mr.  Palmer  then  gave  the  consulter  of  the 
oracle  a  sniff  of  the  powdered  cantharides  bottle,  which  left 
him  in  no  doubt  as  to  the  effiuviousness  of  these  particular  dead 
flies  He  does  not  seem  to  have  mentioned,  however,  that 
modern  science,  as  emibodied  in  the  B.P.,  1914,  has  devised  a 
method  of  i.roducing  an  ointment  which  retains  all  the  sting 
of  the  old  cantharides  ointment,  sans  the  stink. 

Chloramine-T.  Paste  for  Sterilisation  of  Wounds.— M. 
Daufresne  (writing  in  the  .Tmirnal  of  Experimental  Mcdirine, 
Baltimore)  states  that  Dakin's  toluene  sodium  p-sulphochlora- 
mide  mixed  with  sodium  stearate  forms  an  active  and  stable 
paste  for  the  treatment  of  wounds.    The  formula  in  use  is:  — 

Neutral  sodium  stearate    86  Gms. 

Chloramine-T  4  to     10  Gms. 

Distilled  water    1,000  Co. 

The  preparation  is  conveniently  made  as  follows:— To  a  htre  of 
boiling  distilled  water  add  EG  Gms.  of  stearic  acid,  and  when 
the  latter  has  melted  gradually  add  enough  caustic  soda  to 
saponify  the  fatty  acid.  When  this  operation  is  complete,  4  to 
10  Gms.  of  Chloramine-T.  is  added,  according  to  the  strength 
of  the  paste  desired.  The  product  is  thoroughly  mixed  and 
shaken  until  cold.  The  chloramine-T.  paste  thus  produced  is 
a  smooth  snow-white  cream.  The  keeping  properties  of  this 
paste  are  limited  by  the  stability  of  the  solution  of  chloramine-T., 
and  one  of  its  disadvantages  is  its  gradual  loss  of  strength, 
which  amounts  to  about  10  per  cent,  per  month. 


Acriflavine,  Proflavine,  and  Brilliant  Green  as  Antiseptics.— 

In  a  further  report  on  the  relative  antiseptic  values  of  the 
above  substances,  from  the  Bland-Sutton  Institute  of  Pathology, 
Middlesex  Hospital  {British  Medical  Journal,  July  21),  C.  H. 
Browning,  R.  Gulbransen,  and  L.  H.  D;  Thornton  summarise 
their  findings  as  follows : — Flavino  compounds  and  brilliant 
green  are  antiseptics  which  exert  a  slowly  progressive  bacteri- 
cidal action.  Concentrations  of  these  substapces,  which  at  first 
inhibit  and  finally  kill  bacteria,  are  without  harmful  effect  on 
phagocytosis  or  on  the  tissues  locally  or  generally;  hence  they 
are  specially  suited  for  therapeutic  purposes  in  infected  wounds. 
Flavine  compounds  may  be  applied  to  the  peritoneum  with 
safety.  Flavine  compounds  (acriflavine  and  proflavine)  are 
enhanced  in  their  bactericidal  potency  by  the  presence  of  serum ; 
brilliant  green,  in  common  with  most  other  antiseptics,  is 
reduced  in  its  activity  by  serum.  Brilliant  green  satisfies  the 
requirements  for  application  by  repeated  irrigation  as  a  power- 
fully ibactericidal  solution  (1 :  2,000)  in  water,  and  is  practically 
innocuous  to  the  tissues.  On  the  other  hand,  since  flavine  com- 
pounds are  most  bactericidal  in  serum,  the  indication  is  to 
arrange  the  wound  dressing  so  that  these  antiseptics  may  act  in  a 
serum  meaium  ;  also,  since  these  bodies  arc  not  raipidly  thrown 
out  of  action  fcy  serum,  accumulative  deposit  should  be  prevented 
by  too  frequent  additions  of  considerable  quantities  of  the  anti- 
septic solution.  Clinical  experiences  have  confirmed  these  con- 
clusions, and  the  extant  evidencn  points  to  the  application  of 
flavine  bodies  by  means  of  gauze  packing,  or  some  appropriate 
modification  of  this  procedure  as  likely  to  yield  the  best  results. 

The  Chemists'  Dental  Society.— A  special  meeting  of  the- 
Emergency  Committee  as  exeoutive  of  this  Society  met  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House  on  August  16  to  make  necessary 
arrangements  in  view  of  the  appointment  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Dentistry.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  L. 
Smith,  of  Manchester  (Vice-President),  and  later  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Kenneth  Nixon,  of  Long  Eaton,  supported  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  Tasker,  of  Fulham,  the  first  President  of  the  Society,  also 
Mr.  Templar  Malins  (Cardiff),  ex-Presidenit,  Messrs.  S.  V. 
Brook,  J.  Y.  Fiairweabher,  J.  W.  Roberts  (Treasurer),  and 
Benson  Harries  (Secretary),  members  of  the  Council.  The 
Secretary's  correspondence  with  the  Departmental  Committee 
was  read  and  the  situation  thoroughly  discussed,  and  a  method 
of  procedure  was  decided  upon  for  putting  the  claims  of  the 
Society  before  the  Departmental  Committee  at  the  proper  time. 
Other  matters  of  considerable  importance  definitely  de- 
cided upon  win  materially  enhance  the  Society's  posi- 
tion. Mr.  Harries  later  interviewed  the  C.D.S.  Parliamentary 
Representatives,  who  are  taking  up  the  matter  energetioalliy. 
It  seems  as  if  at  last  the  Society  is  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  the  service  for  which  it  wias  formed — the  conservation  of 
chemists'  legal  rights  and  defensive  measures  necessary  in  view 
of  possible  new  legislation.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
the  Pharmaceutioal  Society  for  the  use  of  the  room,  and  con- 
gratulations to  Mr.  Woolley  on  his  becoming  Editor  of  the 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 


BOOKS  ON  BACTERIOLOGY. 

1.  '  Essentials   of    Practical   Bacteriology.'     Curtis.  (Long- 

mans.) ,T       •  \ 

2.  '  Clinical  Bacteriology  and  Ha;mabology.   Emery.  (Lewis.) 

3.  '  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy.'  (Annually.) 

4.  '  Serums,    Vaccines   and   Toxins.'    Bosanquet    and  Eyre. 

(Cassoll  and  Co.)  ,„       ,  3  r~,  s 

5.  'Bacteriological  Technique.'     Eyre.     (Saiindere  and  Co.) 

6.  '  Practical  Organic  and  Bio-Chemistry.'    R.  H.  A.  Plrni- 

mer.  (Longmans.) 

7.  '  The  Nature  of  Enz3'me  Action.'    W.  M.  Bayhss.  (Long- 

mans.) .      ,      T.     TT  A 

8  '  The  Chemical  Constitution  of  the  Proteins.     R.  H.  A. 

Plimmer.  Part  I.,  Analysis.  Part  II.,  Synthesis.  (Lewis.) 

9  '  An  Introduction  to  the  Physif«  and  Cnemistry  of  Col- 

loids.'   E.  Hatschek.  (Churchill.) 

10.  '  The    Cliemistry   of    Plant   Products.'    Haas   and  Hill. 

(Longmans.) 

11.  'Laboratory  Handbook  of  Bacteriology.     Abel  and  Gor- 

don.   (Lewis.)  ,T     .  , 

12.  'Manual  of  Bacteriology.'    Muit  and  Ritchie.  (Lewis.) 

13.  '  Vaccine  Therapy.'     Allen.  (Lewis.) 

Readers  entering  on  the  study  of  bacteriolcwy  under  a 
teacher  will,  of  course,  consult  him  as  to  a  selection  from 
the  foregoing  list,  and  those  for  whom  a  class  is  not  available, 
or  who  are  unable  to  join  one,  eihould  seek  guidance  locally 
on  the  choice  of  books  from  someone  with  knowledge  and 
experieaioe  of  the  subject,  or  from  our  Editorial  Department. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday,  August  23,  1917. 
Business  generally  continues  quiet  so  far  as  actual  orders 
are  concerned,  but  there  is  a  fau-  undercurrent  of  inquiry, 
which  may  lead  to  business  in  due  course.  The  upward 
tendency  in  the  price  of  Quinine  is  maintained,  but  business 
i5  restricted  to  small  dimensions.  Cocaine  is  much  scarcer  on 
the  spot,  and  the  price  for  anything  available  is  materially 
higher.  A  further  advance  in 'Oloves  has  been  followed  by 
another  rise  in  the  price  of  the  oil.  Phenacetin  is  offered 
rather  more  freely,  and  the  price  is  somewhat  easier.  The 
values  of  Menthol  and  Japanese  Peppermint  Oil  are  well 
maintained.  Price  changes  of  importance,  however,  have  not 
been  numerous. 


Higher. — Cocaine,  Cinchona  Bark,  Cassia  Oil,  Cloves,  Clove 
Oil,  Almond  Oil,  Lemongrass  Oil,  Arsenic,  Bichromate  of 
Potash. 

Firmer. — Quinine,  Caustic  Potash. 

Easier. — Phenacetin,  Lemon  Oil,  Cummin  Seed,  Ttirpen- 
tine. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — The  price  remains  about  14s.  6d.  to 
15s.  per  lb.  for  reliable  quality,  but  there  are  occasional  offers 
at  slightly  below  this. 

Almond  Oil.— 2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. ;  Peach  Kernel  Oil, 
Is.  4d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — ^Price  has  again  advanced ;  offers  are  coming  from 
Australia  and  Japan. 

Bleaching  Powder — Has  become  scarce  at  the  works  owing 
to  renewed  demand ;  second-hand  parcels,  however,  are  still 
on  the  easy  side. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — ^Scarce,  and  anything  offered  for 
inmiediate  delivery  would  fetch  higher  rates. 

Bromides. — Firm  and  in  good  demand  on  basis  of  6s.  9d.  per 
lb.  for  the  Potassium  Salt. 

Caraway  Oil. — Scaice  and  much  dearer  at  about  21s.  per  lb. 

Cassia  Oil. — The  upward  tendency  is  maintained,  and  the 
value  of  80  to  85  per  cent,  is  now  about  5s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Caustic  Soda. — Continues  in  good  demand,  with  few  sellers. 

Cinchona  Bark. — At  the  auctions  in  London  on  Tuesday 
•learly  300  bales  were  offered  and  220  sold,  of  which  about  half 
.as  sea-damaged.  The  offerings  of  East  Indian  mostly  sold  at 
v  ery  high  rates.    Calisaya  was  bought  in. 

Citronella  Oil. — Value  is  about  2s.  3d. 

Clove  Oil.— Again  rather  dearer  at  10s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Dearer  on  basis  of  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar 
on  the  spot. 

Cocaine. — ^There  is  almost  an  entire  absence  of  offers,  and 
for  any  small  lots  available  35s.  per  oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride 

now  asked.  There  is  a  good  demand,  which  cannot  ade- 
luately  be  met. 

Coriander  Seed. — Easier  at  about  67s.  6d.  for  Morocco. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Scarce  and  dearer  at  265s.  per  cwt. 

Cummin  Seed. — Easier  at  about  67s.  6d. 

Dill  Seed. — There  are  offers  at  about  55s. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — Unchanged  at  40s.  for  spot. 

Hexamine. — Value  is  about  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Lavender  Oil  (English). — One  English  grower  of  Lavender 
reports  that  distillation  has  been  completed,  but  that  the  yield 
of  oil  has  been  poor ;  a  few  weeks  ago  the  plants  looked  promis- 
ing, but  they  were  unfavourably  affected  by  the  wet  weather. 
In  one  district  distillation  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

Lemon  (irass  Oil. — Very  scarce  at  about  S^d.  per  oz. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  and  easier  at  about  4s.  per  lb. 

Liquid  Extract  of  Male  Fern.— The  supply  seems  to  be 
mfxleratft,  but  the  demand  slow  ;  price  is  about  30s.,  but  this 
might  be  sh;ided. 

.Menthol.— Firm  at  about  133.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  on 
the  .spot;  bu.siness  is  re>ported  in  Kobayashi  at  12s.  9d.  c.i.f. 
for  September-October  shipment. 


Neroli  Oil. — Value  is  round  about  20s.  per  oz. 

Peppermint. — ^The  English  growers  will  ibegin  to  gather  the 
crop  (which  looks  ipoor)  in  about  a  week  or  a  fortnight. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. — Small  lots  are  available  at  14s. 
to  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Chlorate. — ^There  are  offers  of  Japanese  at  full 
rates. 

Phenacetin. — The  tendency  seems  to  be  rather  easier  owing 
to  more  regular  supplies ;  there  are  offers  at  82s.  6d.  to  85s. 
per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Steady  , at  about  56s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — ^The  higher  price  is  well  maintained,  value  of 
the  Sulphate  being  about  2s.  10^.  to  2s.  lid.  per  oz. 

Rosin. — Firm.    Common  strained  spot,  32s. 

Rubber. — ^Firm.  Plantation,  Standard  No.  1  crepe,  2s.  6d. 
per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s.  3d.  per  lib. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — ^Crushed,  75s. 

Salicylates. — The  position  is  practically  unchanged. 
Santonin. — Unchanged  at  155s.  to  150s.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity  and  seller. 

Sulphonal. — Unchanged  at  about  42s.  per  lb. 
Tartaric  Acid. — Quiet  at  about  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 
Trional. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  about  57s.  6d.  per  lb. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALES. 


Auction  to-day  represented  fair  supplies,  which,  how- 
ever, only  attracted  a  poor  demand.  Prices,  where  altered, 
were  generally  in  favour  of  buyers.  There  were  no  Cape 
Aloes  in  the  catalogues,  and  of  the  East  India  represented 
only  an  odd  lot  of  Bombay  Socotrine,  which  realised  90s.  per 
owt.  For  7  bales  old  crap  Belgian  Camomile  Flowers  a  bid  of 
350s.  was  refused,  the  buying-in  price  being  380s.  150  bags 
Oascara  Sagrada  passed  the  hammer  unsold  at  110s.  Of  89 
cases  Mangalore  Cardamoms  of  fine  quality  only  7  cases  bold 
bleached  round  sold  at  5s.  3d. ;  42  cases  Ceylon  sold,  medium 
boldish  brown  Malabar  at  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d,,  and  long  leanish 
brown  and  green,  Alappy  character,  also  at  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d. 
per  lb.  A  single  keg  of  Citric  Acid,  out  of  condition,  sold  for 
account  "  of  whom  it  may  concern  "  at  3s.  per  lb.  53  lbs. 
Digitalis  Leaves  retired  at  Is.  to  Is.  5d.  Of  11  cases  Dragon's 
Blood  4  cases  of  fair  quality  in  saucers  sold  at  £7  10s.  per 
cwt.  5  cases  Japan  Peippermint  Oil  ("  Koibayashi  ")  sold  at 
3s.  2d.  10  cases  Menthol  Crj'stals  were  bought  in  at  13s.  6d., 
a  ibid  of  13s.  3d.  being  refused  for  "  Suzuki."  A  single  bag 
of  Guinea  Grains  sold  at  the  high  price  of  190s.  per  cwt.  Of 
200  packages  Gum  Arabic  about  60  packages  sold,  including 
good  fair,  half  hard  Soudan  sorts,  at  85s.,  being  very  fiiiro. 
Of  215  cases  Gum  Benjamin  56  oases  sold.  Of  11 
packages  Gum  Guaiaoum  1  cask  of  good  clean  bright  block 
sold  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  Of  36  bales  Gum  Myrrh  2  bales  sift- 
ings  found  a  buyer  at  £6,  good  Sorts  being  held  for  £11. 
Of  259  packages  Gum  Tragacanth  80  packages  Bombay  sold 
at  90s.  for  ordinary  amber  and  pale  thick,  and  70s.  per  cwt.  for 
dark  woody  ditto.  100  bales  Egyptian  Henbane  were  bought 
in  at  350s.  Of  1,772  packages  Honey  about  550  packages 
sold  at  about  half  a  crown  decline,  the  highest  price  paid 
being  87s.  for  fine  pale  Haiti,  while  fair  to  good  fair  set  pale 
Jamaica  was  quitted  at  82s.  to  85s.  Ipecacuanha  was  firm 
but  quiet;  of  26  bales  Mattogrosso  3  bales  sold, 
fair  lean  at  10s.  and  sea  damaged  ditto  at  9s.  2d.  to  9s.  7d.  ; 
4  cases  Carthajgena  were  bought  in  at  10s.  per  lb.  Of 
233  bags  Juniper  Berries  4  bags  fair  quality  sold  at  32s.  per 
owt.  31  bales  grey  Jamaica  Sarsaparilla  were  bought  in 
at  3s.  9d.  Of  21  bales  native  13  bales  sold  at  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  3d. 
for  ordinary  red  and  pale  and  common  nale  at  2s.  ;  of  25  bales 
Mexican  5  bales  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  Of  674  bales  TinneveUy 
Senna  120  bales  sold  at  rather  firmer  prices — 7d.  to  7|d.  for 
bold  medium  green  leaf,  5fd.  to  5d.  for  rather  yellowish  ditto, 
5d.  to  5^d.  for  medium  yellowish  and  greenish,  45d.  for  yeUow 
medium,  and  3^-d.  to  3Jd.  for  common  small  medium ;  good 
pods  sold  at  5d.  and  fair  at  A^d.  to4|d.  per  lb.  Of  71  packages 
.SfjuiUs  10  packages  fully  f.a.ir  pale,  slightly  damp,  sold  at  55s. 
per  cwt. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 


Second-Lieut.  H.  Graham  Barker,  of  the  Houechold  Cavalry, 
eiad  a  director  of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  has 
been  awarded  the  Military  Cross. 

Master  Arthur  Lawson,  son  of  Mr.  Artlhui-  Lawson,  chemist, 
of  High  Street,  Hounslow,  a  chorister  at  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
has  been  admitted  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  Choir,  having  been 
selected  out  of  fifty  candidates. 

Colonel  B.  B.  Connolly,  C.B.,  M.A.,  M.D.,  who  served  in 
the  Franco-Frussian  War  of  1870.  and  was  decorated  for  service 
in  Indian  frontier  campaigns  (1877-78),  the  Zulu  War  (1879),  the 
Egyptian  Wax  (1882)  and  the  Nile  Expedition  (1884-85),  has 
been  elected  Wiardon  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 

Captain  Frank  Graham  Lescher,  M.C.,  R.A.M.C.,  Spec.  Res., 
has  'been  awarded  ii  bur  to  the  Military  Cross  conferred  upon 
him  in  October,  1916,  for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  devotion  to 
duty.  He  showed  the  greatest  skill  and  fearlessness  by  leading 
his  bearer  parties  and  e.stablishing  forward  collecting  posts 
under  heavy  hostile  shell  fire.  He  worked  ceaselessly  for  three 
days,  his  personal  example  and  devotion  inspiring  his  men 
witlh  courage  under  very  difiBcult  conditions.  Captain  Lescher, 
who  is  the  younger  son  of  Mr.  F.  Harwood  Lescher  (one  of  the 
auditors  of  the  Society)  and  a  1>rother  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Lescher 
(a  director  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb.  Ltd.),  was  educated 
at  Stonyhurst  College,  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  and  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Lieutenant  E.  D.  Barclay,  of  the  Worcestershire  Regiment, 
the  youngest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Barclay,  of  The  Uplands,  Black- 
well,     has    been     awarded  the 
i\'Iilitary    Cross    "  for  conspicuous 
^ttj^i^  gallantry   and  devotion    to  duty 

/      ^^PI'^^^hL   \        when    in    charge    of    a  fighting 
/      ^gMif>  \      patrol.      When  outnumbered  and 

/  j^BBK  I  \  compelled  to  withdraw  he  person- 
/  VH^Bviife  f  \  ''^'-^  covered  the  retirement  with 
I  ■HIBH  ^  I  \  bom'bs.  He  afterwards  attacked 
I        ^BHBms  I   a  hostile  machine  from  20  yards 

I         ^BBE.  1   '■'I'lo^  with  a  Lewis  gun,  putting 

1  ■H^Kr*  I   it   out    of    action.     His  conduct 

\         .JBi^K..  A.  I    throughout  was  most  gallant  and 

\    .^^■^^BBP^^hI^^^  /    fearless,  and  a  splendid  example 
Xft^^^^HuS^tgBf/    to  all  ranks."    Lieutenant  Barclay 
Y^^^^^^^^^^^^QV      was  admitted  to  hospital  in  France 
^S^^^^B^^^Kfy        on  June  2,  suffering  from  severe 
^^^^^^/^^B^^  ounds  (as  reported  in  our  issue 

^^M^P^^^^  of  June  9),   and  in  consequence 

""^  one  of  his  legs   has  been  ampu- 

tated.   He  is  at  present  in  hospital  in  London. 


BIRTHS. 

Ferris. — At  Ballybofey,  recently,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ferris, 
M.P.S.I.— a  son. 

MacEwan.— On  August  11,  at  64,  Southwood  Lane,  High- 
gate,  London,  N.,  the  wife  of  Ian  Poter  MacEwan,  Second- 
Lieutenant,  A.S.C.  (son  of  the  late  Peter  MacEwan,  formerly 
editor  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist) — a  daughter. 

Underwood. — On  August  14,  at  "  Lyndhurst,"  Godalm'ng,  the 
wife  of  Leon  C.  Underwood,  pharmacist — a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 


Day — Lee. — At  Victoria  Wesleyan  Church,  Weston-super-Mare, 
on  August  23,  by  the  Rev.  Sheriff  Johnson,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Brooks,  Albert  Victor  Day,  pharmacist,  second  son  of  Mr. 
H.  Day,  Milverton,  to  Florence  Monon,  cider  daughter  of  Mrs. 
A.  Lee.  Weston-super-Mare. 

Dickson— Prentice. — At  Crosspark,  Hamilton,  on  August  14, 
by  the  Rev.  T.  M.  B.  Paterson,  Bombardier  Wm.  Dickson, 
R.G.A.  (M.P.S.),  younger  son  of  Mr.  Andrew  Dickson,  Hamil- 
ton, to  Mary  Jessie  (Polly),  elder  daughter  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Prentice. 

Flood— Westmorland.— At  Chatham  Parish  Church,  on  August 
15,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Godfrey  Burr.  D.D.,  Charles  J.  Maynard 
Flood,  youngtr  son  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Flood,  of  Military  Road, 
Chatham,  to  Kathleen  M.  Westmorland,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Westmorland,  M.P.S.,  of  High  Street,  Chatham. 

Norris— Duncan.— At  Glasgow,  on  August  14,  by  the  Rev. 
A.  Robertson,  M.A.,  Robert  Christie  Norris,  Saskatoon  (Cana- 


dian Expeditionary  Force),  to  Ethel  Stewart,  elder  daughter 
of  Arthur  Duncan,  M.P.S.,  22,  Queen  Margaret  Drive,  Kelvin- 
side,  N. 

Pearson— Pearson.— At  St.  Andrew's  Parish  Church,  Stanley, 
on  August  5,  by  tile  Rev.  F.  B.  Philps  (vicar),  Joseph  Pearson, 
M.P.S.,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Pearson,  of  Ea^r, 
Stanley,  to  Mary,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  2Mrs.  Robert  Pear- 
son, of  Ennerdale,  Stanley. 

Rhind— Hall. — At  Heath  Cottage,  Woodside,  Aberdeen,  on 
August  17,  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Dickson,  Hilton  If.F.  Church, 
Peter  Johnstone  Rhind,  Lieutenant,  Machine  Gun  Corps,  B.B.F., 
to  Margaret  Petrie,  youngest  da/ughter  of  Robert  Hall,  J.P., 
chemist,  Woodside. 


SILVER  WEDDING. 
Bristowe  Care— Freeman.— On  August  20,  1892,  at  Tufnell 
Park,  London,  Harry  Bristowe  Care  to  Annie  Elizabeth  Free- 
man, daughter  of  Rev.  WiUiam  Freeman,  of  East  Dereham, 
Norfolk.  Present  address,  Cruin  Cottage,  Bonnyrigg,  Mid- 
lothian. 


DEATHS 

John  Chappell,  Phai-maceutical  Chemist,  died  August  15. 
Aged  81.  Mr.  Chappell  was  for  fifty-nine  years  resident  in 
Boston  Spa,  and  for  over  fifty  years  in  business  there  on  his 
own  account.  Born  at  Norwell  Woodhouse,  Notts,  apprenticed 
to  the  late  John  Taylor,  chemist,  Newark,  he  came  to  Boston 
Spa  as  manager  to  the  late  Charles  Barstow,  chemist  and  dentist, 
afterwards  taking  over  this  business  in  the  High  Street.  He 
was  the  oldest  tradesman  in  Boston  Spa,  and  conducted  his 
business  personally  up  to  a  week  or  two  ago. 

Harvie. — At  Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  on  July  15, 
Dr.  G.  H.  B.  Harvie,  eldest  eon  of  the  late  George  Harvie, 
chemist,  Helensburgh. 

Mason. — On  August  14,  at  Market  Place,  Wirksworth,  Derby- 
shire, Michael  Mason,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  81. 

Oliver.— On  August  12,  at  137,  Main  Street,  Cambuslang,  John 
Thomson  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  38.  The  late  Mr. 
Oliver  passed  the  qualifying  examination  in  1904. 

Pratt. — On  August  14,  at  Trefarne  House,  Otley,  Richard 
Munton  Pratt,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  89.  Mr.  Pratt, 
who  was  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  Otley,  was  born  at  Fouls'ham, 
Norfolk,  and  apprenticed  at  the  age  of  15  to  a  London  chemist. 
Five  yeai-s  later  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  business  at  Brad- 
ford. At  a  later  period  he  started  business  for  himself  and 
settled  down  as  one  of  the  three  chemists  in  Otley,  where  ho 
established  the  Manor  Pharmacy.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  sup- 
porter of  local  musical  and  angling  interests,  and  was  secretary 
of  the  Angling  Club  for  more  than  twentv-one  years.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  August  17  at  O'tley  Cemetery  and  was 
largely  attended. 

Smith. — On  August  4,  at  Abingdon,  William  Finch  Smith. 
Aged  86.  Mr.  Goldby,  of  Enfield,  who  was  personally  acquainted 
with  the  deceased  gentleman,  writes  as  follows: — "It  is  now 
some  thirty-seven  years  since  I  was  associated  in  business  with 
Mr.  Smith,  and  as  he  has  been  retired  from  active  business  for 
about  twenty  years,  and  may  consequently  be  kno\vn  to  but  few 
pharmacists  at  the  present  day,  the  following  particulars  may 
be  of  some  interest,  as  in  him  we  lose  a  link  with  some  past  phar- 
maceutical history.  The  business  at  Abingdon  w;is  founded  and 
carried  on  for  many  years  by  his  father,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
to  whom  I  wns  apprenticed  in  1874,  and  remained  there  for 
nearly  five  years.  The  business  was  one  of  the  old-fashioned 
character,  of  which,  alas!  there  are  few  survivors,  where  every- 
thing pharmaceutical  that  could  be  made  was  made  on  th- 
premises.  The  late  Mr.  William  Smith  had  one  son,  who  ha- 
just  died,  and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  latter  married  Mr. 
George  Maule,  then  of  the  firm  of  Simpson,  Maule,  and  Nichol- 
son, who  I  believe  were  amongst  the  pioneers  of  the  aniline  dye 
industry.  Mr.  W.  F.  Smith  was  a  well-known  and  popular 
character  locally,  and  will  be  long  remembered  for  bis  munificent 
donations  to  local  charities  and  religious  bodies." 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Second-Lieutenant  John  F.  Goundry  (9th  London  Regiment, 
Queen  Victoria's  Rifles),  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  killed  in 
action  on  August  16.  Aged  84.  He  was  a  nephew  and  intended 
successor  of  Mr.  John  P.  Ellerington,  Ph.C,  of  Frizell  and  Co., 
Cranbourne  Street,  W.C.,  and  formerly  a  student  in  the  Society'^ 
School  of  Pharmacy. 
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Mr.  John  Loudon  Buchanan,  chemist  and  druggist,  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Meldrum  and  Buchanan,  150,  High  St.,  Irvine, 
who  only  entered  the  Army  five  months  ago,  vas  killed  in 
action  in  France  on  July  20.  The  late  Mr.  Buchanan  was  a 
native  of  Ayr,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  J. 
MdMillan,  of  that  town,  and 
passed  the  qualifying  examina- 
tion in  1900.  He  was  for 
some  time  on  the  staff  of  Messrs. 
Frazer  and  Green,  at  their  prin- 
cipal establishment  in  Glasgow, 
and  returned  to  his  native  county 
to  become  associated  in  business 
at  Irvine  with  Mr.  M.  Meldrum, 
Ph.C. — a  former  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland.  He  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  County 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  its 
formation,  and  was  elected  Secre- 
tary to  it  only  a  few  months 
before  being  called  up,  and  was 
so  representative  for  North  Ayrshire  on  the  General  Council 
:  Panel  Chemists.  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  was  a  general  favourite 
^like  with  customers  and  his  professional  brethren,  was  a  man 
of  uncommon  culture  and  wide  sympathy,  level-minded,  and  of 
a  magnanimous  disposition,  and  was  only  on  the  threshold  of  a 
career  of  much  promise,  both  in  business  and  pharmaceutical 
public  life.  He  will  be  grievously  missed,  not  only  by  his  widow 
ind  two  young  children,  but  also  by  the  troops  of  friends  in 

•  d  out  of  pharmacy  who  held  him  in  esteem  and  affection, 
aeir  only  consolation  is  derived  from  the  reflection  that  no 
■e,  however  precious,  perishes  in  vain,  or  "is  cast  as  rubbish 
<  the  void  "  if  only  it  makes  for  final  ivictory  m  the  cause  of 
-  berty  and  Righteousness — for  which  this  world- war  is  being 
..aged. 

Marsden. — On  August  14,  at  a  military  hospital  in  France, 
.Second-Lieut.  Harold  Marsden,  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Marsden, 
Northern  Manager  for  Messrs.  Ingram  and  Co.,  rubber  manu- 
facturers. The  hosts  of  friends  of  Mr.  Wm.  Marsden  among 
the  wholesale  pharmaceutical  and  sundries  houses  in  the  North 
of  England  will  deeply  sympathise  with  him  in  the  loss  of  his 
son,  who,  prior  to  joining  the  Army,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  representation  of  Messrs.  Ingram's  interests  in  the  North, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  business  firms  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  In  1915  Lieut.  Marsden  joined  the  Inns  of 
Court  OfiBcers'  Training  Corps,  with  his  Liverpool  friend,  Mr. 
Martin  Daniels,  and  obtained  his  commission  in  the  King's 
Liverpool  Regiment.  He  died  as  the  result  of  wounds  received 
in  action. 

Munro.— Killed  in  action  at  Gaza  on  August  8,  Ronald 
Munro,  Lieutenant  A.  and  S.H.,  attached  T.M.B.,  aged  22 

•  a.Ts,  elder  son  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Munro,  pharmacist,  PoHoksWelds, 
asgow.  The  late  Lieutenant  Munro,  who  was  educated  at 
bert  Road  Academy,  Pollokshiold.s,  and  the  Technical  Col- 
?e,  Glasgow,  was  in  business  with  his  father  before  he  joined 
'■  H.L.I,  in  1914.  He  obtained  his  commission  in  the  A.  and 
H.  in  1915,  and  shortly  before  being  killed  was  attached  to 

0  Trench  Mortar  Battery.     Lieutenant   Munro's  untimely 

•  ath  cuts  off  a  young  life  rich  in  promise,  and  the  deer.est 
tvmpathy  will  be  felt  for  his  bereaved  relatives. 

Gunner  William  Wallace,  who  before  joining  His  Majesty's 
.rces  in  April,  1915,  had  been  for  about  four  years  assistant 
.th  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  49.  Ashley  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  was  killed 

1  August  3,  in  France. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
Sunday  Closing  for  Pharmacists. 

I,  too,  like  Mr.  Monks  and  Mr.  Jones  (as  per  their  letters  in 
?ii3  week's  P. J.),  would  like   to   see    a    general  movement 
towards  the  innovation  of  entire  closing  of  pharmacies  on 
Sundays,  or,  if  not  in  entirety,  a  very  large  reduction  in  the 
number  of  pharmacies  open,  by  rota  arrangement.    I  have  for 
some  time,  though  opening  for  li  hours  on  Sunday  evenings, 
refused  to  supply  anytning  but  medicines  and  surgical  appliances ; 
in  fact,  I  exhibit  the  cards  that  we  are  bound  by  law  to  show 
when  open  after  1  p.m.  on  the  half-holiday,  arid  I  would  sug- 
t'liit  as  a  preliminary,  a  general  adoption  of  this  mode  of  pro- 
■'iure.    Were  the  sales  on  Sundays  restricted  to  urgent  neces- 
ties  only,  takings  would  diminiiih  to  such  a  residuum  that  it 
Vrould  not  be  worth  while  for  any  chemist  to  open.  Ninety- 


five  per  cent,  of  Sunday  purchases  could  well  be  made  on  the 
Saturday,  or  lefl  over  until  Monday,  and  the  general  Sunday 
evening  opening  that  obtains,  as  a  rule,  throughout  London 
and  many  large  towns  is  not  necessary  and  simply  invites  enslave- 
ment by  an  inconsiderate  section  of  the  public.  There  might 
be  a  difficulty  in  fixing  up  at  once  a  general  closing,  but  in  all 
towns  with  four  or  more  pharmacies  there  could  be  easily  set 
up  a  rota  system,  under  which  each  chemist  need  not  open  on 
Sundays  more  than  once  in  every  four  or  six  weeks,  and  espe- 
cially so  if  the  rule  of  medicines  and  surgical  appliances  sales 
only,  where  adopted.  Rota  arrangements  are  already  in  force 
in  some  areas  on  half -holidays,  and  possibly  also  on  Sundays, 
and  I  suggest  to  Local  Associations  that  this  question  be  made  a 
prominent  feature  of  discussion  early  in  the  coming  winter 
session,  and  thus  conduce  to  arhplify  the  benefits  that  have 
accrued  through  compulsory  8  p.m.  weekday  closing.  I  would 
further  remind  pharmacists  that  the  present  8  p.m.  closing 
lapses  at  the  end  of  September,  unless  the  Government  decide 
otherwise,  and  would  urge  everyone  and  every  Association  in 
favour  of  its  perpetual  continuance  to  drop  a  line  to  that  effect 
to  the  Home  Secretary  at  an  early  date. 

J.  MiLNEE,  Hon.  Sec,  South-East  London 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Greenwich,  August  18,  1917. 

Dr.  Burnet  and  the  P.V.T.C. :  A  Correction. 

I  notice  that  in  your  article  on  the  new  Bacteriological 
Laboratory  at  the  Square  you  speak  of  Dr.  Burnet's  foriner 
connection  with  the  Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Corps  as  having 
been  instructor  in  ambulance,  and  I  should  like  to  correct  that, 
for  he  never  at  any  time  gave  us  instruction  in  any  subject 
but  Bacteriology.  It  may  be  a  small  point,  'but  we  are  very 
jealous  of  our  record  of  work  under  him,  for  not  only  did  he 
lecture  us  on  that  subject  for  nearly  a  year,  but  most  of  us 
w-orked  in  his  laboratories  at  Bedford  Square  for  about  four 
months,  and  at  the  end  of  the  full  time  about  100  of  the 
members  were  presented  by  Dr.  Burnet  with  certificates  of  pro- 
ficiency in  Bacteriology.  We  are  all  extremely  pleased  with  the 
splendid  way  in  which  the  Council  have  proceeded  with  the 
training,  and  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  our  work  went  a 
good  way  towards  bringing  a  much-discussed  matter  to  a  head, 
and  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  course.  In 
conclusion,  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  endorsing  all  you 
stated  about  Dr.  Burnet,  and  I  congratulate  the  future  students 
upon  the  excellent  instruction  which  I  know  they  will  get  from 
such  a  brilliantly  interesting  lecturer.    I  envy  them  their  luck. 

E.  A.  Atkins,  Captain,  Pharmacists'  V.  Corps. 

London,  S.W.,  August  18,  1917. 

The  Study  of  Ontology. 

Though  the  discussion  leads  nowhere,  the  study  leads  every- 
where. May  I,  too,  suggest  a  book?  'The  Eternal  News.' _  Its 
fly-leaf  has  the  following: — "Being  actually  is!  Outside  time, 
space,  substance,  motion,  and  shapes  nought  is !  Time,  space,  and 
siibsta,nce  always  are.  Substance  is  conscious  spirit !  !  !  !  Sub- 
stance by  will-action  creates  force  and  motion !  The  various 
forms  in  nature,  such  as  stars,  clouds,  hills,  stones,  wood,  atoms, 
etc..  are  but  mere  shapes  into  which  .substance  throws  itself! 
Motions  and  shapes  may  begin  to  be,  and  may  cease  to  be.  and 
they  are  what  is  called  the  creation  !  "  It  is  in  nearly_  all.  the 
Glasgow  public  libi-aries.  I  have  about  a  dozen  copies  left, 
well  bound  up  with  other  things,  and_  for  first  orders  would 
send  at  3s.  each,  post  free,  to  anyone  writing  the  author. 

J.  J.  Brown. 

64,  Nithf'dale  Road,  Pollokshields,  Glasgow, 
August  18,  1917. 

The  Title  of  Chemist. 

In  your  issue  of  August  4  there  appears  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee 
of  the  Council,  at  a  meeting  held  on  July  31.  In  paragraph  6 
of  this  report  I  read,  "The  President  reported  the  substance  of 
a  discussion  in  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  on  the 
subject  of  the  use  of  the  title  '  chemist.'  He  had  suggested 
an  informal  conference  between  the  Institute  and  the  Society 
on  the  subject  in  the  autumn."  With  regard  to  this  suggested 
conference,  may  I  ask  (1)  Whether  it  is  a  preliminary  step 
towards  a  timid  surrender  of  the  title  "  chemist '[?  (2)  what 
counterbalancing  advantages,  if  any.  do  the  Council  intend  to 
■drmand  in  exchange  for  the  title  "chemist"?  (3)  if  the  title 
"  ohetnist  "  be  surrendered  to  the  Institute,  what  .specjal  pro- 
vision will  bo  made,  or  domnndod,  on  behalf  of  Major  men,  who 
have  already  lost  the  exchisive  right  to  the  title  "pharmacist." 
:ind  appear  to  be  in  danger  of  losing  also  any  right  to  the  title 
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"cheanist"?  (4)  H  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
attend  this  proposed  conference,  will  ihe  attend  it  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  as  a.  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry?  Or  does  he  propose  to 
"  go  to  Stockholiin  "  in  a  dual  capacity?  (5)  as  the  substance  of 
the  discussion  in  tlie  Council  of  tho  Institute  of  Chemistry  has 
been  divulged  to  persons  who  arc  not  Fellows  or  Associates  of 
the  Institute,  mig-ht  not  tliis  substance  now  be  divulged  to 
evei-y 

"  Oedinabt  Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  " 
Aug-us-t  17,  1917.  1214/27). 
[An  "  Ordinary  Member  may  rest  assured  that  none  of  the 
pharmaceutical  rights  or  interests  involved  in  the  points  raised 
by  him  will  be  prejudiced  or  damnified  in  the  proposed  informal 
conference  between  the  President  and  the  Council  as  representint? 
the  Society,  and  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  A 
conference  of  this  kind  is  deliberative,  not  executive,  and  does 
not  commit  either  party  to  any  definite  policy. — Editor.] 


Inhere  is  an  apparent  desire  on  the  j-^airt  of  the  Institute  of 
Ohomistry  to  take  from  us  our  particular  title  of  "chemist." 
Why  should  this  bie  ?  Take  the  case  of  the  i.haTin,ac©utical 
chemist  (who  has  had  also  a  speoial  training  in  bacteriological 
work).  He  may  be  employed  in  the  analytical  department  of 
a  wholesale  house.  Wlhile  he  is  there,  he  is  engaged  in  baoterio- 
ilogioal  examinaibion  of  water,  the  ohcmdoal  analysiis  of  the  same, 
teeing,  standardisation  of  food  and  drugs,  etc.,  work  which 
is  very  siimiiar  to  that  done  by  the  average  F.I.C.  who  has 
epecialdsed  in  the  food  and  drug  section.  What  is  to  become 
of  the  title  "  pharmaoeutiioal  chemist  "  ?  Is  it  to  be  scrapped 
along  with  the  title  of  obennist?  If  the  Institute  is  so  anxious 
to  miake  its  fellowshiip  a  representative  "  Institute  of  Chemists," 
why  should  not  the  Council  of  the  Institute  allow  all  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  to  enter  for  the  A.I.C.  Exa,minat.ion.  Failing  this, 
surely  our  own  Pharmaceutical  Council  could  raise  the  status 
of  the  Miajor  Examination  so  that  it  might  be  recognised  as  of 
equaiL  value  to  the  Institute  Examinaition  ?  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  own  CounciiL  will  see  to  it  that  neither  the  chemist  nor 
the  pharmaceutical  ohemist  is  the  loser  by  this  new  arrange- 
ment which  the  Institute  is  feryinig  to  thrust  upon  us  ! 

August  21,  IP'"  "An.xious"  (215/4). 

[See  footnote  to  letter  from  "An  Ordinary  Member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society."— <Editoe.] 

Proprietaries  and  Schedule  Poisons. 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Hickman  and  Metcalf  on 
the  above  subject,  and  think  it  is  time  the  authorities,  whoever 
they  arc,  take  action  against  the  manufacturei-s  and  wholesalers 
who  neglect  the  provisions  of  section  xvii.  Months  ago  the 
police  authorities  made  a  call  on  all  chemists  in  my  locality  anent 
some  poisoning  case  that  happened  a  good  train  journey  away. 
As  this  had  been  the  second  or  third  similar  call  of  inquiry 
within  about  a  year,  I  made  complaint  to  both  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  police  authorities  anent  certain  articles 
being  on  the  rnarket  under  a  proprietary  name  without  (1)  the 
word  poison ;  (2)  name  of  poison ;  (3)  distinguishing  bottle.  I 
also  drew  attention  to  advertisements  offering  to  send  for  remit- 
tance certain  articles  direct  to  the  public,  and,  according  to  the 
label,  these  contain  Schedule  I.  poisons.  I  also  sent  to  the 
police  authorities  in  support  of  my  complaint  the  articles  and 
advertisements  complained  of,  for  their  inspection.  I  trust  other 
chemists  will  also  take  up  this  matter,  and,  failing  a  remedy; 
that  further  action  may  be  taken. 

August  18, 1917.  "  Schedule  "  (214/47). 

An  Appreciation  from  the  Front. 

A  line  to  let  you  know  that  the  P.J.  reaches  me  every 
week  now,  and  the  copies  that  I  missed  have  never  turned  up, 
so  I  expect  they  were  lost  on  the  way.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  know  that  I  have  just  been  propaoted  to  corporal,  and  am 
getting  along  very  well  and  keeping  in  good  health.  Wi.shing 
you  every  success.  Walter  Seaton. 

"  Somewhere  in  France,"  August  16,  1917. 


Gunner  John  Arkell,  Ph.C,  in  writing  to  say  that  he  has 
joined  liis  battery  in  Egypt,  adds:  — 

"  The  arrival  of  the  Journal  is  always  eagerly  looked  forward 
to  in  these  '  dry,  dreary  sands.'  It  is  handed  from  one  to 
another,  as  we  have  several  representatives  of  pharmacy  in  our 
battery.  A  very  disquieting  and  annoying  thing  to  us  Major 
men  is  to  see  the  unqualified  pharmacist  in  the  R.A.M.C.  That 
is  one  reason  why  some  of  mv  friends  and  mvBelf  did  not  join 
the  R.A.M.C." 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Florida  Water  (C.  A.  S.—215/8).— We  understand  that  the 
name  "Florida  Water"  is  common  property. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  (A.  M.  K.-214/37).— See  tho  notes  on  tho 
subject  in  the  J'. J.  of  May  26  last,  page  433,  and  August  4 
page  49.  ' 

Floor  Polishing  Oil  (J.  R.— 214/28).-^Linse«d  oil,  70;  oil 
of  turpentine,  15;  terehene,  5;  oil  of  ca.mphor,  5;  kerosene, 
5;    aniline  orange  to  colour. 

Preserving  Green  Peas  (R.  N.— 214/26).— If  you  refer  to 
our  issue  of  Aojigust  11  last,  page  68,  you  will  find  working 
partioulans  under  the  heading  of  "  Preserving  Vegetables." 

Perhydrol  Tablets  (W.  E.  W.— 214/29).— Perfiydrol  is  a  30 
per  cent,  solution  of  hydrogen  dioxide  prepared  by  Merck. 
We  are  not  aware  that  the  preparation  is  put  up  in  the  foini 
of  talblots. 

Veterinary  Query  J.  J.-214/33).-(l)  The  use  by  a  regis- 
tereil  chemist  of  the  acscription  "Veterinary  chemist"  is  not 
an  offence.  (2)  Medicines  for  animals  only  do  not  come  within 
the  :Medi  ci lie  S't am p  Adts.    Conisu It  your  *  Chemist 's  A  nn/u a  1. * 

Poisoned  Grain  (J.  E.  G.-215/1).— Poisoned  ffrain  rnav  be 
laid  down  for  the  pua-pose  of  destroying  rate,  mice,  or  other 
small  vermin,  that  is,  for  bond  fide  use  in  agriculture. 
"  Small  vermin "  now  includes  spajirows.  See  tho  P.J.  of 
April  21  last,  page  332,  under  the  heading  of  "  An  Unnoticed: 
Repeal." 

Taking  Out  a  Patent  (W.  J.  F.— 215/5).— Most  of  the  informa- 
tion you  require  is  to  be  found  in  the  '  Chemist's  Annual,  19U,' 
l_age  66,  a  copy  of  wh'ioh  you,  as  a  memiber  of  the  Society, 
shou.d  possess.  You  oan  get  forms  from  the  Comptiroller.  Patent 
Office,  25,  Southampton  Buiildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London 
W.C.2. 

Cloth  Cleaner  (W.  N.— 214/38).— It  would  be  advisable  to  add 
the  sodium  perborate  in  solution;  it  dissolves  easily  in  previ- 
ously acidified  water.  Such  a  solution  should  have  only  a 
weakly  alkaline  reaction,  and  it  vdll  then  gave  off  its  oxygen 
only  at  temperatures  above  95°  F.  In  any  case,  it  would  be 
advisable  for  you  to  add  the  perborate  to  the  mixture  just  when 
it  is  recjuired  for  use. 

Liquid  Paraffin  Jelly  (P.  B.— 215/6).— One  or  two  ideas  should 
suffice  for  your  requirements,  (1)  Soft  paraffin,  16  oz. ;  powdered 
gum  tragacanth,  60  graiins ;  powdered  starch,  60  grains ;  syrup 
of  tolu.  4  fl.  oz.  ;  boiling  water,  8  oz.  Melt  the  soft  paraffin 
and  incorporate  with  it  the  tra.gacanth  and  sta.rch  in  a  very 
warm  mortar;  then  add  the  boilin^g  water,  and  when  the  emul- 
sion is  formed  add  the  syrup  of  tplu,  and  mix  well.  (2)  Agar- 
agar  (leaf),  24  grains;  distilled  water,  1  oz.  Boil  for  fifteen 
minutes,  strain,  transfer  to  warm  mortar  in  which  has  previ- 
ously been  liquefied  soft  paraffin  (white),  1  oz.  Triturate  till 
cold.  The  quantity  of  agar^agar  varies  according  to  quality, 
and  also  to  the  melting-point  of  the  soft  paraffin;  it  may  be 
coloured  with  alkanet  or  Liq.  Oarmini  and  flavoured  as  re- 
quired. (3)  Liquid  paraffin,  2  fl.  oz.  ;  honey,  1  fl.  oz.  ;  casein, 
15  grains ;  distilled  water.  2  fl.  drs.  Mix  the  hone.v,  water> 
and  casein,  and  add  the  liquid  paraffin  gradually.  (4)  Liquid 
paraffin,  4  fl.  oz.  ;  extract  of  malt  (by  weight),  2  oz.  ;  citric  acid, 
q.s.  ;  fruit  essence,  q.s.  Colour  the  paraffin  first  with  alkanet 
if  desired. 

COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Menthaclone  (161/2).— 3»Iakers  ? 

"  Nucio,"  for  cleaning  clothes;  2d.  packets  (162/3). — Makers? 
Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

"  Bolio,"  a  preparation  for  keeping  flies  from  horses  (160/30).— 
Where  obtainable? 
Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (160,'3T). — 

Actual  makers? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SUNDAY,  August  26. 
United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Cotnrany  (Pharmaclstsl.— 

10  a.m..  Company  Parade  at  Headquarters  for  Drill, 
Bayonet  Fighting,  etc.    Uniform.    Drill  order. 

Tuesday,  August 28.— 8.30  p.m..  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s 
Lecture,  "Musketry." 

Wednesday,  August  29.—  3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parade 
Headquarters. 
Thursday,  August  30.-3  p.m.,  No.  1,3,  and4Platoons 
parade  Headquarters. 
Uniform.— Drill  Order  for  all  parades  unless  otherwise  ordered. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 

of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOB:  CENTRAL  15413.  ED  TOB:  "  PHAHHAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers :" Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


"  The  Sale  of  Poisons." 

The  following  correspondence  appeared  in  the  London  Tim/s 
of  August  24  and  25 : — 

Sir. — For  years  it  has  been  part  of  my  duty  as  lecturer  on 
toxicology  at  a  medical  school  to  teach  many  of  our  docto  -s 
the  comparatively  little  they  learn  of  the  action  of  poisons. 
I  have  been  called  repeatedly  as  an  authority  to  give  evi- 
dence on  the  action  of  poisons  in  trials  for  murder,  and 
for  years  have  acted  as  Grovernment  adviser  in  cases  of 
suspected  poisoning.  Yet  I  learn  that  under  the  present 
war  regulations  I  am  precluded  from  purchasing  the 
smallest  quantity  of  any  reagent  required  for  my  vrork 
unless  I  go  to  one  of  my  old  pupils,  to  whom  I  have  taught 
what  he  knows,  for  an  order.  And  yet,  though  I  am  not 
qualified  to  purchase  anything  poisonous,  my  -scientific 
work  has  been  thought  such  that  I  can  sign  mvself  an 

F.R.S. 

_  Sir,— The  letter  of  "F.R.S."  in  your  issue  of  the  24th 
indicates  that  he  has  been  misinformed.  The  restrictions 
on  the  supply  of  poisons  and  poisonous  substances  do  not 
make  it  imposeible  for  scientific  workers  to  obtain  such 
reagents  as  they  may  require.  Neither  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
nor  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulations  prohibit  the 
supply  of  poisons,  but  merely  regulate  the  supply,  the 
object  being  not  the  harassing  of  scientists,  but  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public, — I  am,  yours  truly, 

W.  .J.  TToi.ow  WOOLCOC'K. 

The  Laboratory  Course  in  Micro-Biology. 

A  number  of  applications  rhavo  Ibeen  received  for  enrol- 
tnent  for  the  a,bovo  course.  As  the  bench  accommodation  for 
rtud'-rits  is  limited  for  each  quairtor  to  eighteen  places,  in 
relay-»  of  batches  of  .six  workers,  intending  aipplioants  are  re- 
eommended  to  communicate  forthwith  with  the  Secretary,  17, 
Bloom.sbury  Square.  London,  W.C.  1.  The  last  date  for  entries 
•i  September  15. 

The  Vacation, 

The  Society'.s  Offices  and  the  Jouma.1  Editorial  Office  remain 
open  a.s  usual  during  the  vacation.  The  Library  will  be  closed 
ontil  Sex>tember  15. 

97 


[London,  Saturday,  SEPTEMBi<:it  1,  1917. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


EARLY    CLOSING:  WEEK  DAYS   AND  SUNDAYS. 

The  correspondent  who,  in  our  issue  of  August  18,  appealed 
to  us  to  cast  the  influence  of  the  Journal  on  the  side  of  uniform 
Sunday  closing  was  really  appealing  to  the  converted,  as  may 
readily  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  aintecedent  editorial 
doctrine  on  the  subject,  and  to  the  prominence  and  encourage- 
ment always  given  in  our  columns  to  every  local  movement 
for  the  shortening  of  chemists'  business  hours.  As  our 
readers  will  urderstand,  however,  it  would  be  an  ill-advised 
policy  on  our  part  to  seem  to  impose  a  general  cast-iron  rule, 
since  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  conditions  vary 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  even  as  between  one 
district  in  a  city  and  another.  tSuch  variations  are  best  pro- 
vided for  by  special  local  arrangements.  But  in  the  light  of 
the  decisive  experience  gained  under  the  war-time  Early 
('losing  Older,  of  which  pharmacists  as  a  whole  have  wisely 
talven  advantage,  many  anticipated  difficulties  in  this  respect 
have  disappeared,  and  apprehensions  as  to  loss  of  business  have 
also  been  dissipated,  since  the  public  as  a  body  have  reasonably 
and  even  cheerfully  submitted  themselves  to  what  they  recog- 
nise to  be  wholesome  and  necessary  restrictions 'in  the  national 
interest.  As  might  have  been  predicted,  without  any  super- 
normal exercise  of  journalistic  prescience,  the  Home  Secretary 
has  announced  the  practical  certainty  of  the  continuance  of 
the  Closing  Order  after  September  30.  So  that  pharmacists 
can  begin  forthwith  to  take  steps,  not  merely  for  the  perpetua- 
tion hat  ailiso  for  the  extension  of  the  Early  Closing  system, 
either  urnler  the  Shops  Act,  the  Closing  Order,  or  by  volun- 
tary arrangement.  It  is  unfortunate  that  in  the  legal  sense, 
except  under  the  anachronistic  Act  of  Charles  II.  and  the 
Licensing  Act,  Sunday  should  be  a  dies  hod  on  which  the 
Shops  Act  and  Closing  Orders,  save  as  to  the  Home  Office 
Order,  are  inoperative.  But  this  omission  can  be  rectified  in 
practice  if  only  pharmacists  in  any  area  where  the^  topo- 
graphical disJtribution  of  shops  iis  not  prohibitive  of  it,  devise 
some  convenient  form  of  the  "Rota"  service,  recommended 
by  our  corre.9pondents,  who  can  testify  from  personal  experi- 
ence that  such  a  service  works  -smoothly  and  successfully  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  to  the  immense  relief  and 
advantage  of  the  overworked  pharmacist— now  the  prevailing 
type — who  can  count  on  three  or  four  free  Sundays  out  of 
four  or  five  In  some  oases  reported  to  us,  such  seasons  of 
respite  from  the  continuous  high  pressure  of  the  pharmacists' 
heavy  and  hai-assing  labour  in  these  trying  times  have  saved 
many  men  and  women  in  the  craft  from  physical  and  nervous 
breakdown,'  and  enabled  them  to  carry  on  with  renewed 
strength  and  spirit.  Even  in  districts  where  the  "  Rota  " 
service  is  now  firmly  established  there  was,  at  the  outset, 
some  heart-searching  as  to  its  possibly  prejudicial  effect  on 
individual  businesses.  A  was  just  a  trifle  uneasy  lest  that 
blarneying  fellow  B,  on  the  Sunday  when  it  was  his  turn  to 
open,  might  "put  the  comether  "  on  his  (A's)  customers  and 
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"annex  "  them;  and,  strange  to  say,  B  entertained  similar 
fears  albout  A.  But  the  test  of  experience  has  only  served  to 
confirm  what  common-sense  and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature 
ought  to  have  taught  these  faint  and  doubting  spirits — namely, 
that  here  as  elsewhere,  haibit  based  on  personal  confidence  and 
intimacy  is  not  so  lightly  broken,  and  that  by  the  operation 
of  a  sort  of  "  compensation  balance,"  even  if  A  does  "  annex  " 
a  few  of  B's  customers,  B  is  just  as  likely  to  "annex"  some 
of  A's.  And  if  ultimately  the  balance  is  in  A's  favour,  it  is 
probably  because  A  is  the  better  business  man,  and  would 
secure  them  in  any  case. 

In  view  of  the  uncertainty  that  still  prevails  in  some 
quarters  as  to  the  precise  meaning  of  the  expression  "  closing 
for  the  serving  of  customers,"  and  the  belief  that  traders  do 
not  need  to  close  their  shops  at  8  p.m.  or  at  the  closing  hour 
on  the  half-holiday,  provided  that  they  do  not  serve  cus- 
tomers, the  Home  Secretary's  reply  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  August  8  is  finally  conclusive.  His  deliverance  was  as 
follows  : — "  The  view  taken  by  the  Home  Office  has  (been  that 
the  expression  means  something  more  than  that  customers 
shall  not  be  served,  and  that  some  steps  must  be  taken  by 
closing  the  doors,  putting  up  the  shutters,  covering  up  goods, 
or  otherwise,  to  make  it  char  that  the  sJiop  is  no  longer  open 
for  that  purpose."  It  is  instructive  to  recall  that  this  official 
pronouncement  is  in  entire  accord  with  the  interpretation 
given  in  the  Journal  of  November  4,  1916,  p.  435,  which  held 
that  "The  premises  must  be  so  ordered  as  to  cease  to  invite 
the  free  entry  of  customers.  If,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  an 
ordinary  member  of  the  public  could  obtain  entry  after  the 
prescribed  closing  hour  by  the  simple  expedient  of  turning  a 
door-handle,  or  pressing  a  door,  there  would  be  prima  facie 
ground  for  prosecution,  providing  always  that  the  shop  was 
not  legitimately  occupied  by  a  customer  being  served  with 
medicine  or  medical  requisites."  Both  of  these  commentaries 
are  also  in  a  line  with  the  terms  in  the  current  Home  Office 
Order  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act,  which  does  not 
prevent  the  sale  after  the  closing  hour  of  "  medicine  or 
medical  or  surgical  appliances  so  long  as  the  shop  is  kept 
open  and  lighted  only  for  such  time  as  is  necessary  for 
serving  the  customer." 

The  case  reported  in  last  week's  Journal,  in  which  the 
magistrate,  while  not  imposing  a  penalty,  decided  that  a  sale 
of  eau-de-Cologne  after  the  closing  hour  on  the  half-holiday 
was  not  a  sale  of  a  medicine,  and  therefore  a  breach  of  the 
Closing  Order,  is  not  to  be  construed  as  prohibitive  of  the  sale 
of  eau-de-Cologne,  or  similar  preparations,  under  all  circum- 
stances. In  this  particular  instance  it  was  not  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Bench  that  the  eau-de-Cologne  was  required 
for  medical  use.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Closing  Order  which 
prevents  such  a  sale,  provided  it  complies  with  the  require- 
ment of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  Section  4,  Sub-section  (7),  whereby 
it  is  incumbent  on  the  occapier  of  the  shop  to  prove  that  there 
was  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  the  article  supplied 
to  the  customer  was  required  in  the  case  of  illness.  Although 
fines  have  been  inflicted  for  sales  of  carbolic  tooth  powder, 
toilet  soap,  and  perfume  after  closing  time,  there  are  obviously 
legitimate  uses  for  these  in  sickness.  But  the  pharmacist  who 
■would  protect  himself,  not  merely  against  the  law,  but  from 
invasion  or  even  subversion  of  a  precious  privilege,  ought 
sternly  to  set  his  face  against  any  attempted  evasion  of  the 
Order.  Unhappily,  save  as  to  the  limitation  of  hours  to  7  p.m. 
on  Sundays,  there  is  no  legal  restriction  on  that  day  of  the 
sale,  with  a  few  exceptions,  of  the  non-medicinal,  non-excisable 
commodities  stocked  by  pharmacists.  Consequently  any  regu- 
lation of  hours  or  sales  in  this  connection  must  be  effected  by 
the  voluntary  co-operation  of  pharmacists  themselves.  Ever 
*ince  the  founding  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  such  experi- 


ments, although  invariably  inspired  by  mutual  goodwill  and 
good  faith,  have  as  invariably  fallen  through  because  of  the 
defection  of  some  weak-kneed  brother  of  little  faith.  But  of 
late  a  new  spirit  and  purpose  have  been  manifested.  And  in 
th^se  pregnant  times,  when  many  momentous  schemes  of  in- 
dustrial, economic,  and  social  amelioration  are  in  process  of 
gestation,  with  the  movement  for  an  eight  hours'  working  day 
Hearing  parturition,  surely  the  hour  has  struck  for  the  phar- 
macist to  claim  this  impending  issue  as  part  of  his  heritage  in 
the  new  world  which  is  to  arise  out  of  the  war-wrecked  ruins 
of  the  old. 


STRAWBOARD  STRINGENCY. 

The  interview  between  a  deputation  from  the  Council  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  and  the  Paper  Com- 
mission, of  which  an  authorised  report  is  given  on  page  101, 
was  attended  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  wlio  was  instruoted  to  offer  tihe  active  co-operation  of 
the  Society  in  making  known  and  giving  effect  to  any  neces- 
sary measures  for  con.serving  cardboard  containers.  In  pur- 
suance of  that  undertaking,  we  publish  the  above-cited  account 
of  the  interview  with  the  Paper  Commission,  coupled  with  an 
eamesit  appeal  to  everyone  concerned,  consistently  and  loyally 
to  endeavour,  wherever  practicable,  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
cardboard  or  other  packing  material,  and  not  even  to  replace 
it  with  corrugated  paper  or  brown  paper  wrappings,  unless 
it  is  absoluteJy  indispensable.  We  are  glad  to  express 
hearty  appreciation  of  the  line  taken  by  the  Commissioners 
in  coaisulting  the  trade,  as  they  have  done,  and  in  arranging 
a  voluntary  basis  of  ordered  general  economy.  In  these 
respects  the  Commission  have  inaugurated  a  wise  and  en- 
lightened course  of  procedure,  which  might  be  emuilatcd 
with  all-round  advantage  by  other  oonitTOliing  Departments 
of  State,  which  have  nothing  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain 
by  a  let*s  straitlaced  and  more  intimate  and  familiar  handling 
of  the  problems  of  the  day,  and  the  classes  of  the  community 
immediately  involved  in  them. 


REVIEW. 


'  Collected  Papers  from  the  Research  Laboratory.'  Reprint.— 
Volume  4.  Pp.  343  to  550.  Detroit,  Mich. ;  Parke,  Davis, 
and  Co.,  1916. 

This  is  a  valuable  record  of  scientific  work.  There  are  now 
four  compilations  available,  the  first  having  been  puMished  in 
1913.  Each  issue  has  been  described  in  our  columns,  and  this 
fourth  volume  demonstrates  afresh  that  the  research  work  car- 
ried on  in  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis'  Rosoarch  Laboratory  is  of  the 
highest  standard.  A  good  many  of  the  papers  deal  with  subjects 
of  interest  only  to  medical  men ;  perhaps  as  many  others  appeal 
more  to  the  pharmacist.  Twenty  papers  in  all  are  bound  in 
this  volume,  and  among  them  are:  "On  the  Presence  of  His- 
tidine-like  Substances  in  the  Pituitary  Gland,"  "  What  is  the 
Best  End-Point  of  the  Reaction  in  the  Frog-Heart  Method 
of  Digitalis  Assay?"  "Cannabis  Sativa,"  "The  Pineal 
Gland,"  "  The  Correct  Name  for  the  Hemlock  Spruce,"  "  The 
Proper  Time  to  Collect  Sanguinaria,"  "  Belladonna  and 
Hyoscyamus,"  "  Relative  to  the  Total  Nitrogen  and  Amino 
Nitrogen  Content  of  Pepsin  of  Different  Strengths,"  "The  Prin- 
ciples of  Vaccine  Therapy,  and  Why  it  Should  be  Used  in  the 
Treatment  of  Pyorrhoea."  The  paper  on  Cannabis  Sativa  is 
written  in  answer  to  the  question:  Is  the  medicinal  value  found 
only  in  the  Indian-grown  drug?  The  research  shows  clearly 
that  American  hemp  contains  the  active  constituent;  if  equal 
care  is  exercised  in  selecting  the  proper  part  of  the  drug  for 
extraction,  no  material  difference  in  activity  will  be  found 
between  extracts  of  Indian  hemp  and  those  of  American  hemp; 
apparent  lack  of  activity  and  variabihty  in  activity  applies 
equally  to  both  varieties  of  the  drug.  The  proper  time  to 
collect  Sanguinaria  rhizome,  which  should  be  freed  of  rootlets, 
is  at  the  flower  season ;  this  statement  is  in  confirmation  of 
an  assertion  made  by  previous  workers.  The  amount  of  sanguin- 
arine  then  present  is  about  6i  per  cent. 
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THE  PERMEABILITY   OF  PROTOPLASM. 

BT  JAMES  SMALL,  U.SO.(lOND),  PH.C. 

The  importance  of  the  changes  in  the  permeability  of  the 
outer  layer  of  living  protoplasm  has  been  brought  into  pix>- 
rninence  erf  recent  years  by  a  large  number  of  workers  in  various 
physiological  fields.  Some  of  the  facts  are  so  far-reaching  and 
fundamental  that  pharmacists  in  general  may  find  the  following 
nummary  of  the  miin  aspects  of  the  new  knowledge  of 
mterest. 

The  Structure  of  the  Plasma-membrane. 

The  molecules  at  the  surface  of  any  homogeneous  mass  of 
matter  are  in  an  environment  different  from  that  of  the  interior 
molecules,  in  that  they  have  molecules  of  their  own  kind  on  one 
aide  only.  This  gives  rise  to  surface  tension  ;  and  if  this  force 
i>  greater  than  that  of  internal  friction,  the  mat-ter  tends  to 
.5sume  a  spherical  shape  when  unrestricted — i.e.,  it  is  a  liquid, 

•id  tends  to  assume  the  shape  with  the  smallest  possible  sur- 
lace  for  its  volume.  The  action  of  surface  tension  can  be 
visualised  best  by  imagining  the  liquid  to  be  covered  with  an 
elastic  film  which  tends  to  contract.  Theoretically,  if  proto- 
plasm was  a  homogeneous  fluid,  this  outer  film  would  be  pre- 
sent ;  but  all  the  evidence  supioorts  the  view  that  protoplasm 
is  a  mixture  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  very  fine  emulsion, 
and  in  such  a  medium  certain  ooniplications  are  present.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Gibbs-Thomson  rule,  the  substances  which  tend  to 
lorwer  the  surface  tension  would  accumulate  at  the  surface, 
while  those  which  tend  to  raise  it  would  be  repelled  and 
become  more  concentrated  in  the  interior  of  the  fluid.  Salts 
■would,  therefore,  accumulate  in  the  centre,  and  fatty  sub- 
stances (lipoids),  soaps,  lecithin  and  cholesterin,  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  proteins  also,  would  accumulate  lat  the  surface  and 
lower  the  surface  tension  of  the  limiting  layer  of  the  proto- 
plasm of  each  cell. 

One  of  the  first  theories  of  the  composition  of  this  plasma- 
membrane  was  that  of  Overton,  who  suggested  that  it  con- 
sisted of  a  continuous  film  of  lipoid.  Recent  researches  by 
Czapek  seem  to  confirm  the  lipoid  nature  of  the  membrane, 
but  Leipesohkin's  work  indicates  that  proteins  also  are  present. 
The  most  acceptable  theory  is  that  suggested  by  Blaokman, 
who  sums  up  the  position  somewhat  as  follows: — Protoplasm 
is  not  a  perfect  fluid,  since  it  recovers  its  original  form  after 
a  brief  deformation  has  been  imposed  upon  it ;  but  it  also  shows 
■"liie  predominance  of  surface  tension  over  internal  friction, 
which  characterises  a  liquid.  The  iplaema-membrane  is  prob- 
ably composed  of  a  saturated  emulsion,  or  perhaps  a  loose 
'  hemical  combination,  of  neutral  fat,  with  a  matrix  of  a  colloidal 

.n»plex  of  protein  with  contained  water. 

Czapek  followed  up  the  experiments  by  Darwin  on  the  aggre- 
gation of  the  red  colouring  matter  in  the  tentacles  of  Drosera, 
and  those  of  Loew  and  Bokorny  on  the  similar  but  colourless 
aggregation  in  the  cells  of  Eeheveiia.  One  of  the  most  important 
conclusions  at  which  he  arrived  was  that  the  plasma-memibrane 
of  the  higher  plants  as  a  rule  has  a  surface  tension  of  0  68,  water 
urith  the  highest  know.n  surface  tension  being  unity.  Yeast 
has  a  lower  surface  tension — abouTO'S  to  0'6.  A  saturated  emul- 
sion of  any  neutral  fat  has  a  surface  tension  of  about  0'68.  In 
the  case  of  yeast  the  lipoid  of  the  plasma-membrane  is  prob- 
ably lecithin  or  cholesterin,  and  these  have  a  lower  surface 

nsion  when  emulsified. 

The  method  depends  upon  the  precipitation  of  the  tannin  in 
ine  cells  by  dilute  solutions  of  caffeine.  Ammonia,  which  was 
used  by  Darwin  in  his  experiments  on  Drn.iera,  gives  with 
Kchereria  a  precipitate  at  a  dilution  of  1  gram-molecule  in 
15,000  litres,  so  that  this  reaction  forms  a  test  for  ammonia, 
which  is  three  timfs  more  delicate  than  Nessler's  test. 

Lepeschkin  investigated  the  effects  of  various  mechanical 
'ijuries  and  chemical  agents  in  bringing  aibout  the  coagulation 
f  the  outer  layer  of  the  protoplasm,  and  concluded  from  hi« 
results  that  protein  is  the  chief  constituent  of  the  plasma- 
membrane.  The  structure  of  the  limiting  layer  of  the  proto- 
plasm of  each  cell  can,  therefore,  be  considered  as  of  a  sieve 
nature,  with  a  somewhat  indecisive  chemical  union  between  the 
•ieve  and  the  lipoid  fcetween  its  meshes.  These  meshes  can 
be  expanded  or  contracted  as  a  result  of  various  utimuli,  the 
action  of  which  we  shall  discuss  latter. 

Permeability  of  the  Plasma-membrane. 

This  outer  layer  of  the  protoplasm  acts  more  or  less  as  a  semi- 
periTitsable  membrane  similar  to  the  familiar  copper  ferxo- 
cyanide  film,  but  the  divergences  from  the  laws  governing  the 
difTusion  of  solutes  in  such  oases  as  the  latter  are  so  great  in 
the  cafte  of  protoplaam  that  it  cannot  be  described  as  truly  semi- 
permeable. For  instance,  the  copper  ferrocyanide  film  holds 
back  flu^ar  and  colloids,  while  calcium  chloride  and  other 
crystalloids  pass  through.  The  plaama-membrane  is  permeable 
to  almost  everything  under  the  proper  conditions,  and  the 
perp-eability  varies  with  the  conditions. 


Measurement  of  Permeability. 

The  usual  method  of  determining  the  peirmeability  of  the 
plasma-membrane  for  any  given  substance  depends  on  the 
dbservation  of  the  beginning  of  iplasimolysis,  or  tiie  shrinkage  of 
the  protoplasm  from  tihe  cell-wall,  while  in  solutions  of  the 
substance  of  various  strengths.  Since  the  permeability  in  the 
case  of  protoplaS'm  is  chiefly  a  question  of  time,  tihe  rate  of 
passage  is  the  most  important  measurement.  The  rate  of 
passage  of  water  has  been  shown  to  ^be  a  function  of  the  tem- 
perature and  pressure — i.e.,  of  the  vapour  pressuro.  The  rate 
of  passage  of  a  solution  depends  partly  on  its  osmotic  proseure, 
and  solutions  of  various  substances,  such  as  cane  sugar,  glycerin., 
potassium  nitrate  and  sodium  chloride,  oan  -be  prepared,  having 
the  same  osmotic  ipressure,  vapour  pressure,  etc.,  wihioh  have 
tihe  same  plasmolysing  effect.  The  concentration  required  if 
expressed  as  the  isotonic  coefficient,  and  this  constant  is  in- 
versely proportional  to  the  gram-molecular  concentration. 
Potassium  nitrate,  with  an  isotonic  coefficient  of  3  0,  or  cane 
sugar  at  TSB.  is  t.aken  as  tlie  standard,  others  being  glycerin 
1-78,  NaCl  3-08,  CaCl,  414.  The  theoretical  isotonic  coefficient 
oan  be  calculated  fixim  the  vapour  pressure,  but  is  slightly 
different  from  the  oihserved  values  in  most  cases,  a  divergence 
due  to  the  permeability. 

The  absolute  permeability  can  be  determiined  with  tihe 
formula — 

Gm.  molecules  permeating  per  hour  per  sq.  Cm. 
Qm.  mol.  concentration  differences  across  membrane 
(where  8  =  absolute  permeability) 

(Vj  -  Vi)C 

 1000  

-    Sx<xjC-i[(^^  -Vi)C^2(V.--Vi)C-j|^ 

where —      Vj  =  initial  volume  of  protoplast  in  mils. 
V3  =  volume  in  one  hour, 
S   =  surface  of  protoplast  in  sq.  Cms., 
t    =  time  in  hours, 
C  =  conceutration  in  gram  moleoales. 

One  cell  of  a  filament  of  Spirogryra  miay  be  taken  as  an 
example  of  a  protoplast  and  glycerin  as  the  permeating  sub- 
stance. The  cell  is  plasmolysed  in  a  solution  of  cane  sugar 
and  then  placed  in  glycerin,  V,  being  the  volume  of  the  plasmo- 
lysed protoplast. 

=  initial  concentration  of  glycerin 
*i  ■  inside  the  cell  at  Vj. 

2(V2  —  Vi)C  _  concentration  of  glycerin  inside  the  cell  at  Vj. 
» 2 

Antropoff  has  suggested  that  the  membrane  is  an  imperfectly 
semi-'permeable  one,  and  gives  tbe  following  formula  for  the 
calculation  of  the  "coefficient  of  permeaibility." 

,       K  observed 

u  =  i  —   

K  theoretical 

where     ft  =  coeffioient    of     permeability     and     K  =  isotonio 
coefficient,  observed  or  calculated  from  the  vapour  pressure. 
Example : — 

Isot.  coeff.  of  glycerin  (theoretical)  =  186 
,,        ,,  ,,       (observed)    =  l'78l 

1  '7ft 

IX  =  1  —  ^— ~?  =  043  =  coefficient  of  permeability  for  Spirogyra 
1  *80 

and  glycerin. 

Lepesohkin's  method  depends  on  successive  obseTvaiions  of 
the  Sim©  cell.  Spirogyra  and  glycerin  may  be  taken,  again, 
as  an  example.  One  cell  of  the  filament  is  plasmolysed  m  a 
cane  sugar  solution  of  concentration  C,.  This  reduces  the 
volume  of  the  protoplast  to  the  value  Vi-  The  filament  is 
transferred  to  glycerin,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  bedance  is 
found  ;  then  observations  of  the  volume  as  calculated  from  the 
lengtih  are  taken  (1)  in  half  an  hour,  Y„  (2)  in  two  hours,  V,. 

The  rate  of  entrance  of  the  glycerin  per  hour=i^?-and 


v.. 


(V3-V2) 


J  where  Vx  is  the  original  volume. 


If  Cj  =  concentration  of  sugar  solution  used  in  plasmolysis, 
"Cj  =  cncentration  of  glycerin  used  to  give  Vx. 
C][  =  concentration  of  glycerin  which  gives  Vi, 

C  X  V 

then  C"  :  Ca  :  :  Vi  :  Vj    .-.    Cx  =   

^                    1  88  X  C 
and  therefore  the  observed  isot.  coeff.  of  glycerin  =  — ^  * 

One  of  the  most  recent  methods  ie  that  of  Brooks,  which  con- 
sists in  making  direct  measurements  of  the  rate  of  diffusion  of 
dissolved  salts  through  a  diaphragm  of  tissue  from  the  thallue 
of  Laminar! a.    The  diaphragm  separates  two  glass  cells  con- 
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turning  two  eolutiojis  of  the  samie  salt  or  salts,  but  of  difTercut 
conoentratioms  in  tho  upper  and  lower  celils  The  rate  of  increase 
in  eleotiiioal  conductivity  oi  the  solution  of  lo\v<ir  concentration 
gives  la  measure  of  ihc  rates  of  ipaesaige  of  salte  through  the 
tissue.  The  various  errors  are  elimin'a.tcd  by  suitalble  controls. 
His  rosults  coniirm  the  permeability  of  dead  tissue  to  an  equal 
extent  for  all  salts  and  a  selective  ipermeability  of  living  tissue 
foor  the  same  salts.  He  also  shows  that  pure  solutions  of  many 
•alts  alter  the  perme^ability. 

Biological  Variations  in  Permeability. 

Osterhout  has  done  much  Vi'ork  on  permeability,  using  the 
electrical  conductivity  of  the  tissue  as  a  measure,  and  also  on 
the  antagonism  in  the  action  of  various  salts,  the  toxicity  of 
certain  salts  being  neutralised  by  other  toxic  salts.  These  mix- 
tures, euoh  as  NaCl  land'  CaClj,  require  to  have  the  praportione 
carefully  balanced  to  obtain  the  most  favourable  results.  The 
effective  reaction  in  the  antagonism  of  salts  seems  to  be  a  loose 
comibination  of  two  or  more  salts  with  some  constituent  6i  the 
protoplasm,  and  the  details  indicate  that  the  reaction  very  proib- 
aibly  takes  place  in  the  iplaema-mombrane.  He  points  out  that 
the  law  governing  this  phenomenon  is  in  reality  the  Weber  law, 
a  well-known  law  in  ipsyohology,  which  may  be  briefly  sum- 
niarised  as  the  perception  of  minimal  differences  in  stimuli  in 
percenta^ges.  Osterfiout  thus  reaches  a  dynamical  explanation 
of  this  psychologioal  Jaw,  (which  has  in  the  past  twenty  years 
become  more  physiological  than  psychological,  and  can  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  fundamental  ohairacteristios  of  protoplasm. 

Working  on  the  secretion  of  water  by  the  sporangiaphore  o£  a 
fungus,  Pilobolus,  Lepeschkin  found  that  small  doses  of  chloro- 
form and  other  narcotics  gave  a  decrease  in  permeability,  while 
large  doses  gaive  a  marked  increase.  Water-secreting  glands  or 
"  hydal)hode-s "  in  the  higher  iplants  act  in  the  same  way  by 
the  differential  permeajbility  of  the  outer  cells. 

The  movements  of  the  Jeaflete  of  the  sensitive  plant,  Mimosa 
pudica,  and  the  sleep  movements  of  clover  lajid  many  other 
plants  are  without  doubt  due  to  the  action  of  gravity  and  light 
upon  the  cortical  cells  of  the  pulvini  at  the  bases  of  the  leaves 
and  leaflets.  The  permealbility  of  the  upper  and  under  sides  is 
rendered  different  by  the  stimulus  of  gravity,  and  the  action  of 
light  serves  to  accentuate  or  reduce  this  difference,  giving  the 
rising  or  falling  of  the  leaf.  Temperature  land  other  stimuli  have 
an  .action  similar  to  that  of  light. 

Loeb,  from  experiments  on  animals,  has  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Weber  law  governs  many  phenomena  of  stimula- 
tion, and  that  changes  in  permeability  brought  about  by  the 
changes  in  the  concentration  of  antagonistic  ions  oonstTtufe  the 
proximate  mechanism.  Osterhout  is  one  of  the  first  botanists  to 
recognise  the  action  of  the  Weber  law  as  applying  to  stimulation 
in  plants.  Fitting,  in  1905,  suggested  that  the  action  of  the 
Weber  law  might  explain  some  of  his  results  in  the  study  of  the 
turning  down  of  roots  and  the  turning  up  of  stems,  or  the 
phenomena  grouped  under  the  term  "  geotropism."  Recent 
unpublished  work  by  the  writer  indicates  that,  using  the 
changes  in  the  electrical  resistance  of  the  root-tip  as  a  measure 
of  the  changes  in  permeability  of  the  plasma-membranes, 
geotiropism  can  .be  brought  into  line  with  sleep  movements, 
tactile  movements  such  as  those  of  the  stamens  of  many  Coin- 
positae  and  most  other  tropic  movements — i.e.,  the  phenomena 
of  geotropisrn  are  governed  by  the  Weber  law  and  changes  in 
the  permeability  of  the  plasma-membrane,  with  the  resulting 
changes  in  turgor,  constitute  the  proximate  mecbanisan.  An 
interesting  point  is  that  man  perceives  gravity  as  in  lifting 
weights  in  the  same  way  by  changes  in  the  permeability  of  the 
cells  of  the  muscles,  and  with  an  'accuracy  according  to  We/ber 
of  about  3'3  per  cent,  of  the  total  stimulus,  while  an  analysis 
of  Borne  of  Fitting's  results  shows  that  the  plant  perceives 
gravity  with  an  accuracy  of  about  36  per  cent,  of  the  total 
stimulus,  as  measured  by  the  angle  which  the  plant  makes  with 
the  vertical. 


The  Royal  Commission  on  Paper  issued,  on  August  20,  a 
general  licence  under  the  Paper  Restriction  Ordei-  1917.  This 
general  licence  grants  permission  to  those  interestetf  to  despatch 
tradesmen's  catalogues  and  price-lists,  and  also  all  classes  of 
advertising  circulars,  between  the  date  of  the  licence  and 
Januarv  31,  1918,  without  the  special  request  demanded  in  the 
original  Order  to  the  extent  of  one-third  of  the  weigiht  of  paper 
used  for  advertising  material  issued  bv  them  lietween 
August  1,  1916,  and  January  31,  1917.  The  licence 
requires  that  "tradesmen's  catalogues  or  price-lists,  or  adver- 
tising circulars  despatched  by  any  person  in  response  to  a  request 
in  writing,  as  permitted  by  Paragraph  3  of  the  Paper  Restriction 
Order,  1917,  must,  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  total  weight  of 
paper  that  is  allowed  to  ho  is'^ued  and  despatched  under  this 
bcence." 


SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL. 


The  Use  of  Saccharin  in  France. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Society  de  Therapeutique,  an  inter* 
esting  discussion  ou  the  use  of  saccharin  was  conducted.  The 
conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  in  the  present  shortage  of  sugar  the 
employment  of  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  saccharin  with  1,000  parts  of 
glucose  should  be  permitted  as  a  sugar  substitute.  Its  use  how- 
ever in  any  other  form  in  chocolates,  jams,  and  other  dietetic- 
articles  should  he  absolutely  proscribed.  Nor  should  it  he  allowed 
to  be  used  in  any  product  destined  for  iufaots,  invalids  and 
convalescents.  Its  presence  should  be  indicated  whenever  it  is 
employed. — -7.  Fharm.  Chim.,  1917,  16,  61. 


Methyl-red  as  an  Indicator. 

This  substance  is  p-dimethyl-aminoazobenzene-o-cai  boxylic  acid. 
It  is  used  in  0  2  per  cent,  alcoholic  solutions.  Its  indications  are 
more  delicate  than  those  of  methyl-orange,  consequently  this  in- 
dicator is  to  be  recommended  especially  when  titrating  with  oenti- 
normal  acid.  When  carbonates  are  present,  heat  is  necessary, 
the  carbon  dioxide  liberated  behaving  as  sn  acid.  For  determin- 
ing the  alkalinity  of  industrial  waters  there  is  no  better  indicator. 
It  can  be  used  also  in  the  estimation  of  oxalic  and  picric  acids,  and 
for  alkali  borates  and  cyanides.  The  change  from  red  (acid)  to 
yellow  (alkaline),  and  the  reverse  also  is  quite  sharp. — F.  Lehmann 
and  G.  Wolff  (.irch.  Pliarm.,  1917,  256,  113-119). 


Perevaporation,  Perdistillation  and  Percrystallisation. 

The  rapid  evaporation  of  a  solution  suspended  in  the  air  in  a 
collodion  bag  is  termed  perevaporation.  The  vapour  of  water  is 
given  off  almost  as  if  no  membrane  were  present.  By  this  means 
a  solution  of  serum  albumin  was  eTaporated  to  complete  drynes.'-, 
at  37°  C.  in  twenty  four  hours.  A  sterilised  meat  broth  was  evap- 
orated to  the  consistence  of  an  extract  in  an  incubator  without  fan- 
ning. A  collodion  bag,  shaped  like  a  test-tube,  was  shrunk  in  boil- 
ing water,  filled  with  water,  and  heated  over  a  naked  flame.  The 
contents  evaporated  so  quickly  that  the  level  of  the  liquid  sank 
like  that  in  an  emptying  burette,  and  the  temperature  of  the 
liquid  did  not  rise  above  70-  C.  If  a  300-watt  electric  beater  was 
immersed  in  a  bag  containing  400  mils  of  boiling  water  the  liquid 
did  not  boil,  bui  evaporated  at  the  rate  of  10  mils  a  minute' 
Perdistillation  may  be  performed  by  suspending  the  bag  of 
liquid  in  a  cold  bottle  and  heating  the  liquid  in  the  bag  electrically 
or  by  steam.  A  saturated  Eohitiou  of  ammonium  sulphate  in 
buch  a  bag,  suspended  before  a  fan,  evaporated  so  that  crystals 
formed  on  tbe  outside  and  flew  off  in  the  air  current,  like  snow. 
A  number  of  similar  experiments  are  described  showing  the 
extreme  rapidity  of  evaporation  through  a  collodion  membrane. — 
P.  A.  Korber  (J.  Amer.  Chem.  Soc,  1917,  39,  944). 


Uroerythrin,  the  Colouring  Matter  of  High  Coloured  Urine. 

The  red  pigment,  invariably  pre.sent  in  urines  which  contain  aiv 
excess  of  uric  acid,  and  which  is  resi)onsiblc  for  the  pink  or  red 
sediments  and  the  so-called  "cayenne  pepper"  dejiosits  in  these, 
has  a  great  affinity  for  any  suspended  matter  in  tlu^  urine.  Advan- 
tage is  taken  of  this  for  its  extraction.  The  fresh  urine,  previously 
strained  to  remove  suspended  matter,  is  shaken  uj)  with  powdered 
talc.  When  this  subsides,  it  carries  down  the  uroerythrin  in  a 
state  of  adsorption.  The  supernatant  li<iuid  is  decanted,  the 
precipitate  collected  and  quickly  washed  with  water.  As  the  pig- 
ment is  very  sensitive  to  light,  its  inani])ulations  must  be  quickly 
conducted,  preferably  in  the  dark.  The  red  coloured  talc  is  then 
extracted  with  alcohol  95  per  cent,  containing  0  5  per  cent,  ot 
hydrochloric  acid.  This  remove.s  the  whole  of  the  pigment  when 
warmed  in  the  water-hath  to  40—50  C.  If  exposed  to  the  light,  the 
alcoholic  solution  is  decolorised  quickly:  but  less  rapidly  in  the 
])reseuce  of  hydrochloric  acid  than  in  simple  alcoholic  solution 
When  the  alcoholic  solution  is  gently  evaporated  it  leaves  a 
biick-rcd  amor))hous  residue,  but  this  does  not  give  the  reactions  of 
the  original  uroerythrin.  Uroerythrin  is  precipitated  from  its 
alcoholic  soluticm  by 'adding  a  large  volume  of  water;  and  it  may 
then  be  shaken  out  with  ainyl-alcohol  or  acetic  ether.  The  pig- 
ment may  be  extracted  in  a  greater  state  of  purity  from  the  red 
deposits  than  from  the  fluid  secretion.  These  are  triturated  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  tale,  then  suspeiuled  in  water  ;  the  precipitate 
which  subsides  is  then  treated  as  above.  If  an  alcoholic  .solution 
of  uroerythrin  is  treated  with  a  few  drops  of  ammonia,  or  of  flxe  1 
alkali,  a  fine  greenish-blue  colour  is  obtained  if  the  ])ignieut  is  pun- 
if  contaminated  with  an  accompanying  yellow  pigment,  the  coloui 
will  be  olive  green.  The  latter  is  usually  the  case  when  the  extrac 
tion  has  been  made  with  urine.  Dilute  acids  give  a  bright  ro,--' 
colour  with  uroei  j'thrin  solutions,  strong  acids  destroy  the  colour. 
Zinc  salts  give  no  fluorescence,  but  the  acetate  forms  a  bright  piuk. 
precipitate  with  uroerythrin  solutions, — V.  Borrien  (J.  Pharm. 
Chim.  1917.  16,  45). 
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REPORT  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETING. 

WEST    BROMWICH.— A    general  meeting  of  the  West 
Bromwich  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  on  August  21 
at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Hampton,  13,  Park  Road,  West  Smeth- 
wick,  when  a  good  attendance  of  pharmacists  was  present  to 
hear  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Selwtn  Edwards,  entitled  "  The  Mystery 
of  Death,"  Mr.  Beattie,  President,  in  the  chair.    The  lecturer 
having  pointed  out  that  the  dividing  line  between  hving  and 
not  hving  matter,  in  the  light  of  ordinary  knowledge,  has  been 
getting  thinner,  till  at  the  present  day,  in  the  opinion  of  some, 
it  has  vanished  altogetlier,  proceeded  to  remark  that  if  the 
nature  of  life  were  known,  then  death  might  also  be  explained. 
It  was  necessary  clearly  to  distinguish  between  the  evacuation 
of  the  body  by  its  owner,  and  the  death  of  the  bodily  tissues 
themselves.    The  former  is  psychic  death  and  the  latter  somatic. 
The  tissues  still  live  after  the  latter.    The  more  highly  evolved 
die  first,  the  lowly  evolved  last.    Whilst  the  brain  and  nervouL= 
system  are  quickly  dead,  the  muscular  tissues  live  on  for  a 
long  time,  as  the  spasmodic  twitohings  of  the  face  and  limbs 
often  testify,  and  that  other  mystery  of  earthly  existence,  elec- 
tricity, can,  still  excite  movement  in  the  dying  tissues  long  after 
psychic  death.    The  only  sure  sign  of  death  is  putrefaction. 
After  mentioning  the  better-known  signs  of  death,  the  lectr.ier 
alhided  to  the  odor  mortis,  or  scent  of  death.    "  The  smell  is 
very  much  like  musk,  only  far  more  delicate."    They  all  knew 
llie  mouse-like  smell  of  hyoscyamus,  and  the  formation  of  an 
animal  hyoscine,  the  active  principle  of  hyoscyamus,  may  add 
to  this  curious  scent.    He  mentioned  in  passing  the  famous 
Crippen  case.    It  was  asserted  at  the  trial  that  the  prisoner 
poisoned  his  wife  with  hyoscine  hydrobromide.    But  it  was 
just  possible  that  the  hyoscine  found  post  mortem  was  really 
an  animal  product  formed  in  the  body  after  death,  its  formation 
favoured  by  the  fact  that  air  could  not  easilj'  get  to  the  tissues 
these  being  covered  by  coal  and  straw.    Dr.  Edwards  thought 
that  a  more  rigid  examination  of  the  supposed  dead  was  un- 
doubtedly necessstty,  as  there  were  conditions  in  which  death 
so  (Very  closely  simulated  that  premature  burial  is  frequent. 
1  h".  Edwards  then  proceeded  to  deal  with  death  causes  under 
tliree  headings: — (1|  Death  caused  by  old  age;  (2)  death  caused 
by  disease,  poisons,  and  accidents;  (3)  a  small  residuum  of  case? 
where  sudden  death  occurs,  and  tEe  most  rigorous  post  mortem 
in  reveal  no  adequate  cause  or  pathological  change.  Science, 
le  lecturer  stated,  can  say  little  upon  the  actual  cause  of 
eath  in  certain  cases,  and,  in  some,  nothing  at  all.    It  can 
•monstrate,  in  some  casee.  the  changes  to  which  it  attributes 
!i9  dissolution  of  the  body,  but  it  is  still  quite  unable  to  say 
xactly  why  these  changes  are  the  cause  of  death.  Further- 
more, as  to  the  nature  of  the  change  that  death  brings  to  the 
■ndition  of  the  personahty.  and  its  relationship  to  its  instru- 
■lent,  the  body,  science  is  at  present  practically  silent. — In  the 
i«ussion  which  followed  the  lecture,  Mr.  Barnes  reminded  the 
ompany  of  the  wonderful  fact  that  medical  science  is  able  for 
time  to  close  some  of  the  gateways  to  death  by  immunisa- 
ion  from  such  diseases  as  typhoid,  tetanus,  and  diphtheria, 
■  liich  immunity  is  practically  done  in  the  British  Army  through 
ntitoxin  treatment.    A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  by 
.^•clamation  to  the  lecturer,  and  the  meeting  closed. 


PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  TRADE 
ASSOCIATION. 


ECONOMISING  STRAWBOARD. 
Deputation  to  the  Paper  Commission. 

On  July  26  a  deputation  from  tlie  Council  of  the  above  Asso- 
iation  had  a  meeting  with  Sir  Henry  Birchenough,  Sir  Rowland 
lUiley,  and  other  members  of  the  Paper  Commission,  with 
'  ference  to  the  use  of  wrapping  papers  and  cardboard  con- 
-.    The    deputation    submitted    to    the  Commissioners 
'>ii»  -pecimens  of  cartons  atid  outers  used   in  packing 
I'  tary  goods  of  various  sorts,  and  concurred  in  tho  Com- 
ni.woners'  view  that  many  of  these,  although  advantageous  in 
i^nv  respects,  were  not  absolutely  indlsi>ensabIo  at  a  time  when 
iportation  of  strawboard  is  carried  on  under  gre-at  difficulty. 
-  poiiit'-d  out.  however,  that  in  some  cases  it  would  be 
V  inadvisable  to  disuse  protective  cartons,  as  in  tho  case 
•  i  poisonous  substances,  in  containers  liable  to  breakage,  or 
■  leak   from    tinprotectcd  tins,   or  other   containers.  The 
n'-rs  strongly  urged  recourse  to  corrugated  paper, 
paper  wrappings,  whenever  possible,  in  substitution 
.   1  rd,  anA  informed  the  deputation  that  promises  had 


been  given  to  them  by  representatives  of  various  industries  such 
as  soap  ma/king,  drapery,  etc.,  that  instructions  would  bo  given 
to  restrict  the  use  of  strawboard  boxes  to  the  lowest  possible 
minimum.  The  Commissioners  intimated  that  unless,  at  an 
early  date,  there  was  an  enormous  decrease  in  tho  amount  of 
strawboard  used,  the  Government  would  be  obhgod,  in  the 
interests  of  the  food  supply,  and  other  more  clamant  necessities, 
entirely  to  suspend  tho  overseas  supply  of  cardboard.  The 
deputation  assured  the  Commissioners  that  they  entirely 
approved  of  and  accepted  the  recommendations  made  by  tJiem, 
and  they  have  since  advised  the  CounoU  to  issue  an  appeal  to 
members  to  discontinue  the  oise  of  strawboard  containers  and 
showcards  in  every  possible  way.  The  Commissioners,  who  are 
anxious  that  cardboard  saving  should  begin  at  once,  with 
reservation  of  existing  stocks  until  after  the  war,  would  very 
muclh  prefer  to  settle  the  difficulty  by  tho  voluntary  compliance 
of  those  concerned  with  the  requirements  of  the  situation.  In 
lieu  of  this,  the  matter  will  have  to  he  dealt  with  iby  an  Order 
in  Council,  The  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.  have  now  cotifirmed 
the  recommendations  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  deputation, 
and  these  have  been  passed  on  to  the  manufacturing  and  whole' 
sale  members  of  the  Association.  See  also  Editorial  Note  on 
page  98. 

LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Grimsby  Police  Court. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act:  "Young's  National  Bread  Improver." 

At  the  above  Court,  on  August  28,  before  the  iStipendtary, 
several  local  bakers  were  summoned  for  selling  bread  con- 
taining 16.8  grains  and  11.8  grains  respectively  per  lb.  of  cal- 
cium sulphate,  which  was  injurious  to  health,  and  therefore 
constituted  an  oflFence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Borough  Analyst  (Captain  Foster)  explained  that  the 
bread  improver,  which  was  used  to  whiten  the  bread,  was  pre- 
pared with  calcium  phosphate  derived  from  ibone  ash,  hy  the 
action  of  sulphuric  aoid,  tout  ^  it  was  contaminated  with  calcium 
sulphat©(  which  was  practically  plaster  of  Paris.  If  iproperly 
made,  the  powder  should  have  consisted  solely  of  solulble  cal- 
cium phosphate.  If  this  had  been  the  case  he  would  not  have 
complained.  The  result  of  his  analysis  showed  that  calcium 
sulphate  was  present  -in  the  proportion  ot  3  tc  1  lb  tfti  280  lb. 
of  flour. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Simpson  {Medical  Officer  of  Health)  stated  that, 
in  his  opinion,  calcium  phosphate  and  sulphate  were  Snjunious, 
especially  to  children. 

Mr.  Alfred  J.  Pennington,  analytical  chemist,  for  the  de- 
fence, stated  he  only  found  6.1  gns.  of  calcium  sulphate  per  lb,, 
which  did  not  exceed  that  found  in  some  pot.iblo  waters.  In 
the  'lorm  in  which  the  sulphate  occurred  in  the  "  ^read  Im- 
prover" it  was  not  capable  of  hydration  to  form  "plaster  of 
Paris,"  •    V  J 

The  Stipendiary,  in  delivering  judgment,  held  that  it  had 
been  proved  that  the  presence  of  calcium  sulphate  in  the 
"Bread  Improver"  was  injurious  to  health,  and  especially  to 
children,  but  as  it  was  a  first  case  to  test  a  principle,  he  only  . 
imix>sed  a  nominal  fine  of  Is.  on  each  defendant,  addmg  a 
warning  that  in  future  he  should  treat  sitnilar  cases  as  a 
serious  offence. 


Dublin  Police  Court. 


Proceedings  Under  Section  30  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland), 
1875. 

At  the  albove  Court,  on  August  28,  before  Mr.  Drury,  Metro- 
politan Police  Magistrate,  Mrs.  Helena  M.  Montgomery  Mur- 
ray, 76,  Dame  Street,  Dutolin,  was  summoned  at  the  mstance 
of' the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  for  contravention  of 
the  Phai-macy  Aot  in  respect  that  on  various  specified  dates 
.she  kept  opon  shop  for  dispensing  and  compounding  mediofd 
prescriptions  without  boing  properly  qualified,  and  also  with 
having  kept  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compound- 
ing poisons. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Meeke,  An  opening  the  case  for  the  prosecution, 
stated  that  the  defendant  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  T.  J  Mont- 
gomery, a  duly  qualified  chemist,  who  died  in  1915.  _  She  was 
entitled  to  carrv  on  the  businfss  according  to  Section  32  ot 
tho  Act,  but  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  condition  that  the 
business  should  bo  manawd  or  conducted  by  a  pharmaceutical 
chemiist,  and,  ailthough  tho  Society  had  given  her  every  con- 
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Bideration,  she  had  persistonitly  carried  on  the  business  without 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  with  one  only  at.  long  intervals. 

Mr  Patrick  Butler,  Inspector  of  the  Pharmac^'utical  bociety, 
deposed  that  on  the  datM  named  'he  was  served  by  an  unquali- 
fied assistant  named  O'llalloran,  and  on  other  occasions  by 
Mrs.  Murray,  who  compounded  a  prescription  and  made  a 
salo  of  laudainum  to  him.  , 

Mr  C  Fniery,  for  the  defence,  while  admitting  that  on  the 
dates  mentioned  there  was  no  qualified  person  in  charge  ot  the 
business,  explained  that  this  was  because  Dr.  Sammon,  the 
manager,  was  awav  for  a  few  days,  and  he  put  in  an  affidavit 
from  him  in  which  he  positively  swore  that  he  was  managing 
the  business  on  the  si.ecified  dates.  A  qualifaed  assistant  had 
now  boon  placed  in  charge  of  the  business. 

The  Magistrate  ruled  that  it  had  been  proved  m  evidence 
■that  Dr.  Sammon  was  not  on  the  premises  on  the  dates  in 
question.  There  must  be  a  qualifieu  man  always  in  attend- 
ance, so  that  the  law  had  been  broken.  He  imposed  a  fine  of 
£2,  vyith  £5  5s.  costs. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 

The  Ramsay  Memorial  Fund.— The  honorary  treasurers  of 
the  fund  which  is  being  raised  to  erect  a  memorial  to  tho  late 
Sir  William  Ramsay  have  already  received  donations  and  pro- 
mises amounting  to  £21,352. 

Japanese  Artificial  Indigo.-A  new  process  for  the  produc- 
tion of  artificial  indigo  has  been  discovered  m  Japan.  In  pre- 
war days  Japan  depended  largely  on  the  Gernrian  product,  but 
now  there  is  every  prospect  of  Japan  being  able  to  produce  all 
she  needs.  The  discoverer  is  Dr.  Kariya,  formerly  Professor  in 
the  Medical  CoUege  of  the  Imperial  University. 

Army  Medical  Service  Inquiry.— Arrangement«  have  ocer 
completed  by  the  Secretary  for  War  for  a  Committee  to  proceed 
to  France,  and  afterwards  to  conduct  investigations  m  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  to  the  personnel  and  administration  ot  the 
Army  Medical  Service.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  :s 
Major-General  Sir  Francis  Howard,  and  the  six  other  membe:.. 
include  Sir  H.  J.  Godlee,  Sir  F.  Taylor,  and  Sir  W.  W.  Cheyne. 

A  New  Commercial  Intelligence  Department.— A  compreh;  n- 
sive  scheme  'has  been  drafted  whereby  a  umfication  aiid  con- 
solidation will  be  effected  of  the  existing  Commercial  Deport- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  agencies  of  the  Consular 
and  other  services  of  the  Foreign  Office.  There  is  to  be  a  great 
extension  of  the  work  under  the  new  Department.  The_  statts 
vyill  be  reinforced  by  the  addition  of  trained  and  experienced 
men  and  it  is  hoped  to  cover  the  whole  world  with  an  alert 
and  efficient  service,  so  as  to  give  categorical  information  on 
all  subjects  of  importance  and  interest  to  British  traders,  and 
also  to  furnish  the  Government  with  all  the  data  required 
before  any  changes  can  be  made  in  tariffs  or  other  international 
commercial  relations. 

Representation  on  Local  Food  Control  Committees.— In  reply 
to  a  protest  from  a  Glasgow  Co-operative  Society,  which  alleged 
that  the  Committee  there  was  composed  almost  exclusively  ot 
wholesalers,  Mr.  Clynes,  Assistant  Food  Controller,  reminds  the 
Society  that  local  authorities  must  be  given  a  large  measure 
of  freedom  in  the  formation  of  any  committee,  but  it  appears 
that  in  some  cases  this  latitude  is  not  being  exercised  such 
a  manner  as  to  secure  public  confidence,  and  Lord  Rhondda  is 
considering  some  aspects  of  this  question,  and  also  the  treat- 
ment of  representatives  ot  co-operative  societies.  He  adds  that 
it  seems  clear  that  no  persons  shouH  be  appointed  to  these  com- 
mittees to  represent  any  trade  or  business  in  relation  to  food 
supply.  The  rights  of  consumers  only  should  determine  the 
constitution  of  a  committee. 

Acriflavine  Paste  as  a  Dressing  for  Infected  Wounds.— Hon. 
Colonel  C  J.  Bond,  R.A.M.C.  (T.)  {Jiriti.ilt  Mrdica'  .Tnuriuil), 
reports  that,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  acriflavine,  at  has 
been  prepared  in  Leicester  in  the  form  of  a  paste,  or  cream,  on 
the  lines  of  the  B.I.P.  method  recommended  by  Rutherford 
Morison,  and  the  results  of  its  use  in  these  forms  are  so  far 
encouraging  as  to  justify  a  wider  trial.  Several  different  forms 
of  cream,  or  paste,  have  been  tried.  1.  Acriflavine  paste  made 
by  neutralising  stearic  acid  with  sodium  carbonate  in  the  pro- 
portion of  1  part  of  the  latter  to  li  parts  of  the  former,  with 
the  addition  of  01  per  cent,  of  acriflavine.  The  soapy  compound 
so  prepared  is  canary-yellow  in  colour  and  firm  in  consistence. 

2.  Acriflavine  gelatin  is  made  by  heating  French  gelatin  in 
water,  with  the  addition  of  acriflavine  O'l  per  cent.  The  con- 
sistence of  the  jelly  is  determined  by  the  amount  of  water  used. 

3.  Acriflavine  starch  mucilage  is  made  by  adding  boiling  water 


to  starch,  with  the  addition  of  O'l  per  cent,  of  acriflavine ;  one 
part  of  starch  to  ten  of  water  forms,  when  cold,  a  thick  mucilage. 
Of  these,  acriflavine  stcarate  soap  paste  has  been  chiefly  used 
so  far,  and  may  possibly  be  increased  in  antiseptic  strength  with 
advantage. 

Apparatus  for  Melting  Paraffin  for  Burns.— Dr.  T.  Sollmann 
{Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Aasociatiffn)  suggests 
two  devices  to  overcome  the  inconvenience  in  connection 
with  the  paraffin  technique  of  melt  ng  the  paraffin  and  keeping 
it  melted  at  the  proper  temperature  between  55°  a;;id  60°  C. 
The  first  of  these,  an  electrical  "  food-warmer,"  is  obviously 
not  generally  available,  but  the  second,  the  "  acetate  ther- 
rhostat,"  can  be  readily  utilised  for  shop  or  field  practice.  The 
apparatus  consists  of  an  ordinary  glue-pot.  The  outer  pot  is 
filled  two-thirds  with  official  (U.S.P.)  sodium  acetate  (requiring 
probably  something  over  a  pound).  The  inner  vessel  holds 
about  a  pound  of  paraffin,  the  m.p.  of  which  shoulcl  be  about 
47'5°  C.  When  the  sodium  acetate  in  the  outer  container  is 
melted  to  68'5°  C.  it  keeps  the  paraffin  melted  at  just  the  right 
temperature  for  application  for  three  hours  after  the  pot  has 
been  removed  from  the  fire.  The  paraffin  needs  no  further 
attention  after  it  has  been  removed  from  the  fire,  until  three 
hours  afterwards,  when  it  can  be  reheated. 


INDIAN  ITEMS. 


Scientific  Sericulture.— The  Government  of  Bengal  has  made  " 
a  grant  of  Rs.  10,000  (£666)  to  Miss  Cleg:horn,  a  Calcutta  lady, 
to  continue  her  research  relating  to  silkworm  rearing.  She 
has  obtained  a  multivoltine  hybrid  race,  which  is  already  in 
its  forty-scoond  generation  !  This  hybrid,  it  is  reporte<l,  in  a 
trial  last  year,  gave  36  per  cent,  better  produce  than  the 
indigenous  race.  The  windows  and  doors  of  Miss  Clcghorn's 
hatcliing  and  rearing  rooms  are  protected  by  fine  wire  gauze, 
to  keep  out  harmful  pests,  and  the  legs  of  tables  supporting  the 
eggs,  larvte,  pupae,  and  moths  are  immersed  in  vessels  of  water 
against  ants. 

An  Indigo  Expert.— It  is  understood  that  Mr.  F.  I.  Marsden, 
who  is  now  working  in  conjunction  vvith  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment of  Madras,  has  been  deputed  to  Pusa  to  study  the 
methods  of  indigo  manufacture  in  Behar,  and  on  liis  return  he 
will  work  in  the  laboratory  at  the  Coiinbatore  AgriouJtural  ■ 
College,  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, at  improving  the  methods  of  manufacturing  indigo  in  the 
Presidency,  while  the  Department  is  working  at  the  improve- 
ment of  *he  plant.  Mr.  Marsden  will  also,  if  possible,  tackle 
the  adulteration  evil. 

Phosphates  Found. — Recently  rich  and  extensive  deposits  of 
phosphate  of  lime  haive  been  found  at  Ghatsila,  Midnapur.  An 
expert  chemist,  who  was  brought  from  England  to  inspect  the 
property,  reported  most  favourably  on  it.  The  phosphate  will 
be  converted  into  fertilisers,  whicli  can  be  put  on  rail  at  about 
Rs.  15  (£1)  per  ton,  and  as  the  lowest  local  market  quotation 
is  Rs.  75  (£5)  per  ton,  there  should  be  big  dividends. 

Shellac. — The  market  has  been  very  inactive  during  the 
fortnight  prior  to  mail  week,  with  buyers  holding  off  entirely, 
so  that  practically  no  business  has  been  done.  Shipments  during 
June  current  up  to  date  are  23.645  oases,  a&  compared  with 
48,200  cases  during  the  same  period  last  year. 

Indigo. — Messrs.  Moran  and  Co.'s  latest  market  report  say 
The  position  remains  steady  and  unchanged,  and  though  tii 
actual  amount  of  business  completed  during  the  week  is  sonu 
what  small,  further  orders  are  in  the  market.  Stocks  of  unso!  ; 
indigo  in  the  Calcutta  mart  during  mail  week  were  as  follows 
Behar,  cake,  1,506  chests;  brokers,  etc.,  150  chests;  Oudh  ai' 
Benares,  945  chests. 

Red  Sanders. — Owing  chiefly  to  destructive  and  wasteful 
methods  of  collection,  the  red  sanders  tree  has  become  almost 
exterminated.  In  the  Bombay  Presidency  it  was  customary  to 
pull  up  trees  by  the  roots  when  they  were  three  years  old;  the 
roots  were  then  cut  oflF,  and  dried  in  the  sun.  It  is  now  decided 
to  encourage  the  growth,  and  protect  the  existing  stock  of  sound 
trees;  and  work  is,  therefore,  confined  within  the  limits  of  the 
red  Sanders  belt  or  zone,  namely,  between  800  ft.  and  2,400  ft.' 
above  sea  level.  Beside  the  ordinai-y  uses  for  dyeing  and 
colouring  purposes,  the  wood  is  in  demapd  by  builders,  because 
white  ants  will  not  attack  it.  For  the  poojahs  (prayers,  or  purifi- 
cation rites)  of  Hindus,  a  paste  made  by  grinding  the  powdered 
wood  with  water  is  smeared  on  the  forehead  of  the  worshipper, 
and  of  the  god  or  goddess.  Natives  of  India  use  red  sanders 
paste  as  a  local  application  for  sore  eye«. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS 


Thursday,  August  30,  1917. 
Business  has  been  unusually  quiet  during  the  week,  and 
although,  generaJly  speaking,  the  upward  tendency  of  prices 
is  maintained,  there  is  an  easier  tone  in  the  market  for  several 
products  in  the  absence  of  demand.  Menthol  and  Japanese 
Dementholised  Oil  are  again  dearer,  and  the  tendency  as 
regards  most  Far  Eastern  produce  is  upwards.  Other  note- 
worthy articles  this  week  are  Saccharin,  Hyposulphite  of 
Soda,  and  Eucalyptus  Oil,  all  of  which  are  dearer.  Benzoic 
Acid  and  Sodium  Benzoat*  tend  lower  in  price,  and  cheaper 
offers  are  made  for  Resorcin,  to  come  forward. 


Higher. — ^Menthol,  Japanese  Dementholised  Peppermint 
Oil,  Saccharin,  Milk  Sugar,  Eucalyptus  Oil,  Oil  of  Cade, 
H\-posulpliite  of  Soda,  Nutmegs  (Japanese),  Rubber,  Cream  of 
Tartar. 

Firmer. — Ei^t  of  Rye,  Thymol,  Naphthalene,  Caustic 
Soda,  Nitrate  of  Soda. 

Easier. — Benzoic  Acid,  Sodium  Benzoate,  Sulphonal, 
Resorcin,  Phenacetin,  Sulphur. 

Lower. — Soda  Ash. 


Acetic  Acid. — There  is  a  big  demand;  80  per  cent.,  £152 
per  ton ;  glacial,  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Acetic  Anhydride. — Very  firm  at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Sep- 
tember-October delivery. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — Steady;  makers  are  asking  15s.  to 
15s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  there  are  still  offers  from  second  hand 
at  14s.  6d. 

Almond  Oil. — Firm  at  2e.  9d.  per  lb.  for  English  pressed. 

Atropine. — Value  is  120s.  per  oz.  for  the  Sulphate. 

Balsam  Peru.— Very  firm  at  18s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  BiP. 

Benzoateg. — The  downward  tendency  continues ;  the  Acid 
is  worth  about  20s.  ]>er  lb.  and  the  Sodium  Salt  22s. 

Bergamot  Oil. — The  price  is  s-teady  at  about  21s.  per  lb. 

Borax. — Crystals,  37s.  per  cwt.  ;  powder,  38s. 

Boric  Acid. — Crystals,  62s.  ;  powder,  64s. 

Bromides. — The  Potassium  Salt  is  very  firm  at  6s.  5d.  per 
lb.  for  the  granular  and  6s.  9d.  for  the  crystals ;  makers  are 
delivering  freely.  Soda  is  quoted  2s.  6d.  and  Ammonia 
3.S.  6d.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — Very  firm  both  for  English  and  Japanese  refined. 
Japanese  refined  slaibs  are  quoted  3s.  3d.  per  lb.,  1  oz. 
tablets  4s.,  and  i  oz.  4s.  2d. 

Carbonate  of  Potash, — Full  prices  are  asked  for  packages 
that  had  been  intended  for  export. 

Caustic  Soda — Is  almost  unobtainable,  and  sales  have  been 
made  at  £48  for  70  to  72  per  cent.  ;  this  price  is  now  about 
the  same  as  for  the  98  to  100  per  cent. 

Caustic  Potash. — £350,  nominal. 

Cinnamon  Leaf  Oil. — Firm  at  5^d. 

Citric  Acid. — The  demand  Ls  only  moderate  and  the  price 
unchanged  at  about  3s.  Z-^d.  per  lb. 
Citronella  Oil.— Firm  at  2a.  3d. 
Coriander  Seed.— 67s.  6d.  to  70s.  for  Morocco. 
Cream  of  Tartar. — Again  dearer  at  2808.  for  98  per  cent. 
Cummin  Seed. — 67s.  6d.  to  70s.  spot. 
Dill  Seed.— 52s.  6d.  to  55s.  spot. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Firmer  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  Russian. 
Eucalyptus  Oil — Dearer  at  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  per  lb.,  owing  to 
•hortage  on  the  sport,  and  a  good  inquiry. 
Foenugreek  Seed.— Spot,  £40. 

Ginger. — At  the  spice  sales  all  the  offerings  were  bought  in. 

Glycerophosphates. — Very  firm  and  in  good  inquiry ; 
Calc-ium  is  offered  by  the  makers  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  but 
second-hands  are  offering  at  lis.  There  is  a  good  demand 
for  Magnesium  Glycerophospate,  which  sells  at  13s.  to  14's. 
per  Ih. 

Hypophosphites. — Business  is  confined  to  small  parcels  at 
steady  rates,  buyer*  taking  their  turn  under  the  controlled 
system. 


Hyposulphite  of  Soda. — Ordinary  commercial  crystals  are 
eagerly  sought  after  at  £26  per  ton,  an  advance  on  the  week 
of  £3.    There  is  a  large  inquiry.   No  pea  crystals  are  offered. 

Insect  Flowers. — Ja,panese  are  worth  about  165s.,  accord- 
ing to  quality. 

Lemon  Oil. — ^Tlie  value  is  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  sjxit. 

Lemon  Grass  Oil. — ^Firm  at  6id. 

Menthol. — Price  has  again  advanced,  and  business  is  re- 
ported at  14s.  per  lb.  o 

Milk  Sugar — Is  very  scarce,  and  holders  are  asking  240s. 
for  available  stocks. 

Naphthalene. — Both  balls  and  candles  are  very  scarce, 
former  being  worth  £80  a  ton. 

Nitrate  of  Soda, — ^Scarce  for  immediate  delivery. 

Nutmegs. — At  the  spice  sales  there  was  a  good  demand 
for  Japanese,  which  fetched  higher  prices. 

Oil  of  Cade, — There  is  practically  no  B.P.  quality  available, 
and  there  is  wide  divergence  in  the  qualities  offered,  and 
prices  range  from  Is   9d.  to  2s.  5d  per  lb. 

Oxalic  Acid, — Unchanged  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Best  grades  of  Japanese  dementholised 
are  scarce  on  the  spot  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb.  ;  American  oil  offers 
at  14s.  to  15s.  per  lb.,  with  prices  for  forward  delivery 
advancing. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. — The  price  is  maintained  at  about 
14s.  to  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Mainly  owing  to  lower  prices  in  the  United 
States.,  and  more  copious  supply  by  British  makers,  the  spot 
price  is  easier  at  about  77s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Steady  at  63s.  to  65s.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Chlorate. — B.P.  quality  is  practically  unobtain- 
able, but  specimens  of  the  Japanese  product  have  shown  up, 
by  test,  exceedingly  well. 

Prussiate  of  Potash. — 3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — Practically  unchanged  at  2s.  lO^d.  per  oz.  for  the 
Sulphate. 

Resorcin. — Offerings  from  America  are  cheaper  at  65s.  per 
lb.,  to  come  forward. 

Rosin.— Firm  at  52s.  6d.  for  common  strained  spot. 

Rubber. — Dearer.  Plantation  standard  No.  1  crepe,  2s.  8d.  ; 
hard  fine  Para,  3s.  S^d. 

Saccharin — Has  advanced  to  375s.  to  400s.  for  spot  (550 
strength) ;  business  has  actually  been  done  at  the  lower 
figure,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  could  now  be  procured 
at  this  price.  Consignments  are  on  the  way  from  the  United 
States  which  ought  to  relieve  the  shortage,  which  is  very 
acute.  Laboratory  samples  of  English  make  have  shown  up 
well  by  test,  and  several  works  are  ibusily  engaged  trying  to 
produce  commercial  quantities. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Crushed,  75s. 

Salicylates. — The  Sodium  Salt  is  very  strong,  spot  parcels 
being  held  for  9s.  3d.  to  9s.  6d.  per  lb.,  forward  offering  at 
8s.  6d.  to  8s.  9d.  Some  of  the  leading  American  makes  have 
.shown  signs  of  marked  inferiority.  Salicylic  Acid  is  firm  at 
8s.  on  the  spot  and  6s.  9d.  for  forward. 

Salol.— 10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Quiet  and  lower  on  basis  of  230s.  for  fair  T.N. 
orange. 

Soda  Ash. — Owing  to  export  licences  being  refused,  price 
has  fallen  to  ten  guineas  per  ton  ex  warehouse  British  ports. 

Sodium  Cacodylate, — A  little  is  offered  at  130s.  per  lb. 

Squill. — Value  is  about  80s.  for  good  white. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Firm  at  3s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship  " 
brand. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Has  been  in  better  inquiry ;  prices  are 
nominal. 

Sulphonal, — Easier  at  about  41s.  per  lb. 
Sulphur. — Is  offered  more  freely,  and  prices  have  an  easier 
tendency. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Quiet  and  about  unchanged  at  2s.  lid.  to 
23.  ll^d.  per  lb. 

Thymol.— Very  scarce  at  45s.  per  lb.,  forward  delivery. 
Turmeric. — Quiet  and  barely  steady. 
Turpentine. — American,  spot,  57s.  3d. 

Vanillin. — The  demand  at  present  high  prices  has  decreased, 
the  market  being  very  dull  at  46s.  to  47s.  per  lb. 
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BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Messrs.  Fawcett  and  Co.,  of  125,  Stiaud,  London,  W.C.  2, 
aimouiice  the  preparation  of  a  ;history  of  British  Commercial 
Houses  wliioh'  liavG  been  estabhshed  over  100  years,  under  tlie 
title:  "  Histonu  Firms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland."  They 
will  be  greatly  obliged  if  firms  coming  under  the  sc:ope  of  the 
publication  will  communicate  with  them,  giving  the  fullest  pos- 
sible particulars,  and  stating  the  nature  of  the  material  available 
in  the  way  of  ancient  prints  and  documents,  portraits,  etc.,  illus- 
trative of  the  history  of  the  house. 

The  Potency   of  Trypsin,   Papain,  and    Rennin.— Mr.  W. 

Nevill  Heard  (Lancet,  August  18)  reports  that  in  the  course  of 
a  research  on  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  use  various  preparations  of  ferments  he  found  that 
■whereas  the  trypsins  in  the  preparations  of  Messrs.  Benger  an<l 
Allen  and  Hanburys  were  effective  and  active,  some  of  American 
origin  had  little  activity.  Four  samples  of  papain  powder  had 
no  digestive  activity,  and  a  papain  fruit  was  also  inert.  Of  the 
two  rennins  used,  one  (Benger's)  was  an  exceedingly  active 
coagulent  of  milk,  but  a  solid  form  of  the  ferment  of  American 
naanufacbure  proved  to  be  inactive.  The  writer's  experience 
confirms  that  of  one  large  firm  who  stated  to  him  that  most 
papain  preparations  on  the  market  are  inert. 

Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  27,  Charterhouse 
Square,  E.C.,  have  kindly  supplied  us  with  a  copy  of  their 
'Notes  on  the  "Medicine  Act,"'  with  a  covering  letter  to  'be 
transmitted  bo  our  correspondent  "  Schedule  "  (P.J.,  August  25, 
p.  96)  for  iliis  information  and  guidance  as  to  proprietary 
articles  containing  scheduled  poisons.  The  brochure,  in  addition 
to  much  compiict  and  clear  information  about  Medicine  Stamp 
Duty,  contains  a  oomprehonsive  list,  revised  up  to  date,  of  the 
articles  in  question,  includmg  "  G'mnopon."  It  may  be  recalled 
that  Messrs.  Newbery  commenced  the  compilation  of  the  details 
in  this  connection  in  1900,  and  have  ever  since  maintained  and 
•developed  what  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  a  most 
serviceable  guide  on  the  subject.  Messrs.  Newbery  have  also 
been  good  enoug*h  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  '  Notes  '  to  M<^srs. 
Hickman  and  Metcalf  (P. J.,  August  18,  p.  83). 

Messrs.  EucryL  Limited,  held  the  first  of  their  entertain- 
ments for  wounded  soldiers  at  the  St.  Barnabas  Hall,  North 
Dulwich,  on  Thursday,  August  2.  A  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded  soldiers  drawn  from  several  of  the  London  hospitals 
«pent  a  very  enjoyable  afternoon,  despite  the  wretched  climatic 
conditions.  An  excellent  programme  had  been  arranged  for 
xjutsiide  sports,  but,  owing  to  tJie  weather,  rearrangements  of 
the  programme  had  to  be  made  at  the  last  minute,  and  this 
was  done  most  successfully.  There  were  keen  contests  for  the 
ihat-trimming,  ladies'  hair-dressing,  and  dressmaking  competi- 
tions, and  the  aptitude  s-hovm  by  the  soldiers  was  astonishing. 
An  excellent  concert  was  given,  followed  by  tea,  and  then  com- 
petitions. The  firm  closed  its  works  and  offices  for  the  after- 
noon.' and  all  branches  of  the  business  combined  in  seeing  that 
the  boys  had  an  enjoyable  time.  The  company  is  indebted  to 
tlie  following  well-known  artists  for  their  kindly  co-operation 
and  efforts  so  willingly  granted: — ^Madame  Margaret  Parker, 
Miss  Edith  Blanchard,  Miss  Perrier,  Mr.  Herbert  Harden, 
Mr.  Charles  Cobum,  Mr.  Landon  Marks,  Mr.  Gumey  Russell, 
and  Mr.  Vincent  O'Reilly. 

J.  E.  Garratt,  96,  Southwarfv  Street.  London,  S.E.  1,  is 
about  to  introduce  a  valuable  substitute  for  sugar,  expressively 
named  "  Sweetabs."  This  new  preparation  for  ewcetonLnig  all 
beiveriages  and  foods  contains  a  new  substanoo  naturally  many 
times  sweeter  than  sugiar,  and  which  ipossesscs  the  virtue  of 
not  impjviring  the  most  delicate  dige.stion  of  infants  or  adults. 
The  tablets  are  packed,  fifties  and  hundreds,  in  the  nattiest 
of  boxes,  to  sell  at  Is.  2d.  and  2s.,  and  in  large  boxes  in  the 
form  of  a  tube  containing  a  thousand,  to  sell  at  18s.  The 
■latter  size  will  enable  the  chemist  to  break  bulk  and  sell  in 
Bmaller  quantities  if  necessa^ry.  The  trade  tcirms  are  135e. 
and  231s.  per  gross  boxes,  and  14s.  5d.  for  the  thousands.  The 
Iboxes  are  supplied  in  1  dozen  show  cartons  of  a  patent  design 
Iby  Mr.  Garratt,  which  is  most  attractive.  There  is  also  a 
supply  of  well-printed  showoards  and  literature  available  to 
meet  the  large  demand  which  is  certain  to  arise.  Mr. 
Garratt  has  shown  obai-actoristic  ingenuity  and  enltei-prise  in 
the  production  of  this  speciality,  which  is  destined  to  become 
epeedily  popular. 


BIRTH. 

•  Hollows. — On  August  15,  at  35,  Culverdcn  Park  Road.  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  the  wife  of  William  E.  Hollo'ws,  pharmacist — a 
dauphter. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Ser^t.  John  Mainprize,  son  «f  Mr.  V.  Mainprizc,  chemist 
and  druggist,  <jf  I'ahice  ,\venup,  Bridlington,  has  gained  the 
Distinguislu'd  ('onduct  Medal  for  gallantry  in  action. 

Messrs.  W.  Oswal  Davies,  Oliver  Davies,  Daniel  Arnott,  and 
T.  Ernest  Jones,  all  well-known  Pontypridd  pharmacists,  were 
awarded  prizes  in  connection  witli  competitions  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Pontypridd  Allotment  Societies. 

Mr.  Alex.  Napier  (Warrick  Bros.,  Ltd.)  has  asked  us  to. 
convey  his  gratelu'l  thanks  to  his  many  friends  for  their  letters 
of  sympathy  in  connection  with  his  recent  bercavemeilt.  Mr. 
Napier  hopes  before  long  to  acknowledge  them  individually. 

The  followin^^  pharmacists  have  been  appointed  members  of 
thoir  local  Food  Control  (Committees: — ^Councillor  W.  Adams, 
High  Street,  Shrewsbury;  Alderman  Owen  A.  Clark,  Mayor  of 
Bury  St.  Edmunds;  Mr.  IL  Moynell,  High  Street,  Tenterden. 
Kent ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wandless,  Duke  Street,  Whitehaven. 

Mr.   A.  S.  Barnes,  M.P.S.,  has  relinquished  his  Secretarx  - 
ship  of   the   West   Bromwich  Pharmaceutical  Association,  i 
whirh  he  has  officiated  with  conspicuous  ability  and  euere- 
This  st^ep  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  Mr.  Barnes's  comin 
removal  to  Rugby,  where,  at  the  September  term,  he  is  to  open 
a  new  business  at  5,  Regent  Street. 

Private  Samuel  Orr  Gibson,  Seaforth  Highlanders,  awarded 
the  military  medal  for  gallantry  in  Flanders,  was  in  the  em- 
ployment of  Messrs.  Grattan,  Ltd.,  Corn  Market,  Belfast,, 
before  he  enlisted.  Ho  is  a  native  of  Belfast,  and  has  also 
received  a  Divisional  certificate  congratulating  him  on  his 
gallantry  in  action  on  July  31. 

Sergt.  Tom  Ashworth,  19th  King's  Livei-pool  Regiment, 
has  /been  awarded  the  ^Military  Medal  for  "conspicuous 
bravery  on  the  night  of  .July  31-August  1.  As  N.C.O.  in 
charge  of  stretcher-bearers  he  organised  parties  and  collected 
and  dressed  large  numbers  of  wounded.  The  Medical  Officer 
was  himself  a  casualty,  and  this  N.C.O.  saved  many  lives, 
despite  the  fact  tliat  he  was  himself  under  medical  treatment. "- 

The  Order  of  the  British  Empire.— The r^rst  Honours  List 
for  this  newly  created  Order,  which  is  de.signed  for  the  recog- 
nition of  all  forms  of  meritorious  service  by  civilians  to  the 
State,  both  in  peace  and  war,  includes  the  names  of  the  follow- 
ing men  of  science,  one  of  whom.  Professor  Jackson,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales,  is  well 
known  to  phai-macists,  from  whom  he  will  receive  the  heartiest 
congratulations  on  this  latest  addition  to  his  many  academic 
and  other  distinctions: — To  be  Knights  Commanders  (K.B.E.), 
Professor  Herbert  .S.  .Jackson,  F.R.S..  Chemical  Adviser  to 
Optical  Re.search  Branch  of  Ministrv  of  Munitions :  R.  Threl- 
fall,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  Member  of  the  Ad  visory  Council  of  Indus- 
trial and  Scientific  Research.  To  be  Commanders,  Professor  H. 
Brereton  Baker.  Professor  of  Chemistry.  Imperial  College  of 
Science  and  Technology,  member  of  the  Trench  Warfare  Com- 
mittee, and  Professor  J.  F.  Thoi-pe,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of 
Organic  Chemistry,  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Trench  Warfare  Advisory  Committee. 


DEATHS. 

Gibson, — Recently,  at  Belfast,  Chai-Ies  Gibson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  125,  Sandy  Row,  Belfast.  Mr.  Gibson  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Co.,  of  Ann  Street. 

Jones. — On  August  26,  at  5,  Lancaster  Square,  Conway, 
Llewelyn  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  62. 

Morrison. — On  August  24,  at  Edinburgh,  John  M'Gregor 
Morrison,  pharmacist.  Mr  Morrison  qualified  about  ■twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  and  shortly  afterwards  commenced  business  at 
72,  Elm  Row,  Edinburgh,  which  ho  conducted  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  w^ae  about  50  years  of  age,  and  leaves  a 
widow.  The  funeral  took  place  from  his  residence,  24,  Rosslyn 
Crescent,  Edinburgh,  on  August  28,  to  Rosebank  Cemetery. 

Symons.— On  Augu.st  25,  at  Bath,  W.  H.  Symons,  M.D. 
(Brux.).  Aged  63.  While  the  name  of  the  late  Dr.  Symons 
may  be  unfamiliar  to  the  present  generation  of  pharmacists,  it 
will  recall  to  survivors  among  his  contemporaries,  the 
memory  of  a  personality  of  some  note  in  the  pharmaceutical 
world  between  the  seventies  and  nineties  of  the  last  century. 
The  son  of  a  Barnstaple  pharmacist,  young  Symons  studied  at 
Iho  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  a  Bronze  and  Silver  Medallist  in 
chemiatry  and  pharmacy  in  1874,  and  passed  the  Major  Ex- 
amination in  that  year.  Ho  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Exaniiners  for  England  and  Wales  from  1885  until  1894,  subse- 
quently .studied  medicine,  and  finally  took  the  degree  of  M.D. 
at  BrusseU  T'niveriity.     Later  he  been  me  Medical  OflBocr  of 
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Health  for  Bath,  a  position  which  he  held  until  his  death. 
During  the  wliole  of  liis  connection  with  pharmacy  he  was  a 
frequent  contributor,  both  with  tongue  and  pen,  to  the  exposi- 
tion and  discussion  of  subjest«  in  pharniaceu'tical  science.  Ho 
read  useful  papei-s  on  "Starch  and  Starches  "  and  "  Vaseline" 
to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Association;  on  "Tume- 
faction as  an  Aid  to  the  Identification  of  Starches  "  to  the 
Southampton  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Confer- 
ence in  1882;  and  on  "  Volumetric  arnd  Colorometrio  Analysis  " 
to  the  London  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  in  1895.  His 
numerous  communications  to  the  Journal  included  a  notable 
article  on  "  Thermo-Microscopy  in  Pha...-macy  "  (in  which  ho 
proposed  an  ingenious  method  of  determining  the  melting  and 
solidification  points  of  wax,  spermaceti,  resms,  and  alkaloids 
by  means  of  a  hot  and  cold  stage  for  the  microscope),  and 
other  contributions  on  such  subjects  as  "  Spt.  .iEth.  Nit.," 
'Laboratory  Notes,"  "Citrine  Ointment  with  a  Vasehne 
Base,"  "  The  Teaching  of  Practical  Pharmacy,"  and  "  Phar- 
macopoeia Revision."  After  entering  the  medical  profession 
Dr.  Symons  applied  Lis  scientific  activities  to  the  study  of  the 
dissemination  of  disease  by  dipterous  and  other  insects,  anrl 
became  a  pioneer  in  the  movement  for  th )  education  of  the 
pubhc  in  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent  or  abate  the  fly 
plague.  He  was  also  an  enthusiastic  meteorologist,  and  had 
an  observation  staition  in  his  grounds.  In  addition  to  other 
public  appointments,  he  was  a  member  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion Committee  for  the  investigation  of  the  effects  of  climate 
upon  health  and  disease,  and  had  an  active  connection  with  the 
Winsley  Sanatorium  for  Somerset,  Gloucester,  and  Wilts.  Di 
Symons  never  forgot  his  early  obligations  to  pharmacy,  to 
which  he  felt  he  owed  the  impetus  to  scientific  thought  and 
inquiry  by  which  he  was  actuated  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Xieut.  Laurence  Crawford  Brown,  of  the  Royal  Inniskilh'ng 
Fusiliers,  reported  kiHetl  in  action,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
Robert  Brown,  Agharainey,  Donaghmore,  head  of  the  firm  of 
D.  BrowQ  an^^p.,  soap  manufacturers. 

Bnchner. — DTr  Eduard  Buohner,  the  famous  chemist  of 
Berlin,  who  was  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  in  1907  foi-  distinc- 
tion in  chemica/l  research  and  disc-overy,  recently  fell  in  aotioii 
•on  the  Western  front  near  Verdiin.  He  held  the  rank  of  major 
in  the  German  army. 

Private  Thomas  Gordon,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  who  has 
been  admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from  wounds  received  in  a 
recent  big  engagement  on  the  Western  front,  previous  to  enlist- 
ment -waa  engaged  in  pharmacy,  and  has  been  on  active  service 
for  nearly  two  years.  He  belongs  to  Braemar,  and  is  well 
known  and  highly  popular  in  that  locality. 

Lance-Corporal  LesHe.  of  the  Gloucestershire  Regiment — who 
was  previou.sly  reported  missing,  and  is  now  officially  intimated 
as  killed  in  action — served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr. 
George  Chalmers,  Gordon  Street,  Huntly,  and  passed  the  quali- 
fying examination  in  1909.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  was 
dispenser  with  Messrs.  Giles,  Schacht,  and  Co.,  Clifton,  Bristol. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


State  Recognition  of  Pharmacists. 

We  are  not  recognised.  The  fact  is  incontrovertible :  we 
are  not — but  why  should  we  be?  I,  like  Rosa  Dartlc,  seek  for 
information.  Why  should  we  he,  as  at  present  constituted,  as 
a  result  of  education,  or  want  of  it?  The  need  of  disnensing, 
as  we  call  it,  is  unknown  in  the  Army,  and  the  authorities  fuily 
realise  that  material  of  average  intelligence  is  quickly  eiidowpd 
with  sufBciemt  knowledge  to  make  that  material  an  efficient 
compoimder.  What  can  we  offer,  beyond  compounding,  to  put 
us  on  a  par  with  our  Continental  confreres  who  are  recognised? 
Nothing,  just  nothing.  Urine  analysis,  serum  cultivation,  his- 
tological .specimen-making,  blood  examination  ?  Not  one  of 
them  is  thought  of,  let  alone  included  in  the  traininar  of  the 
pharmacist.  The  fact  is,  we  are  neither  "fish,  flesh,  fowl,  nor 
I'ood  red  herring,"  l^ut  just  quasi-professional  "  hybrids." 
Whose  fault  is  it?  A  question  more  rearlily  asked  than 
answerer!.  I  would  like  to  be  able  to  blame  the  Authorities,  our 
.Authorities,  as  then  pressure  could  be  brought  to  bear  to 
remedy  the  evil ;  but  Ihe  rank  and  file  of  pharmacy — do  they 
Tjfted  a  super-education  to  enable  them  to  cater  for  the  everv- 
day  demands  they  have  upon  their  resources?  No,  emphatically 
no.  It  is  useless  to  blink  facts.  No  good  can  come  of  thai. 
Far  bett-er  will  it  be  in  the  end  to  be  honest  to  ourselves. 


and  realise  iliings  as  they  are.  The  War  Office,  like  the  General 
Medical  Council,  appraises  us  at  our  true  value.  Wc  are  shoji-- 
men  pure  and — I  had  almost  said  "simple,"  but  some  of  us 
are  too  artful  for  that  word  to  be  used.  Wo  are  -the  victims 
of  circumstances,  and  until  wo  rise  superior  to  our  present  con- 
ditions wo  shall  be  meted  out  the  praise  we  merit,  and  nothing 
more.  What  percentage  of  the  business  done  by  the  average 
qualified  pharmacist  needs  special  training?  Blink  it  not, 
friends.  Wo  must  speak  out.  Toll  me.  Ten  per  cent.,  twenty 
per  cent.?  Well,  if  it  reach  the  latter  figure  I  shall  be  surprised. 
To  be  State-recognised,  or  anything  else  recognised,  we  must 
educate.  There  must  be  a  parting  of  the  ways — the  really  pro- 
fessional man  and  the  real  trader.  As  anomalous  is  it  for  ua 
to  carry  on  as  we  do  as  it  is  for  the  qualified  dentist  to  do 
purely  mechanical  work  and  expect  to  be  looked  upon  as  being 
on  a  Jiigher  plane  than  that  of  the>  "  American  Dentist."  Let 
us  once  for  all  realise  that  we  are  just  what  we  are,  and  that 
until  we  shape  the  future  of  pharmacy  on  scientific  linos  we 
shall  remain  just  where  we  are.  There  is  not  room  for  all  of 
us  to  be  scientific  chemists,  able  to  deal  with  pathological 
matters,  and  it  is  just  the  question  whether,  as  a  body,  we  shall 
remain  mere  traders,  or  anerge  into  men  of  scientific  attain- 
ments, and  leave  the  mere  huckstering  to  stores,  with  their 
partially-trained  female  assistance.  Why  all  this  fuss  about 
intricacies  of  dispensing?  Is  it  so  wonderful?  Rather,  is  it 
not  an  art  that  can  be  mastered  by  a  person  of  average  intelli- 
gence in  a  few  months?  Why,  as  a  class,  should  we  be  recog- 
nised, unless  we  can  prove  ourselves  able  to  do  for  humanity 
that  which  do  one  else  can  do?  I  have  long  withheld  entering 
this  particular  arena,  wondering  if  tliere  were  some  fact  of 
paramount  importance  overlooked  by  me,  but,  faihng  to  see 
such,  have  corne  out  into  the  open,  seeking  in  reply  to  this 
article  to  extort  from  those  who  shout  so  loud  of  the  iniquities 
of  non-recognition  some  shadow  of  a  a-eason  why  we  should  be 
recognised. 

Streatham,  London,  S.W.,  August  20,  1917.       C.  Bbeese. 

tit  is  the  editorial  policy  of  the  Journal  to  allow  the  widest 
possible  latitude  to  the  expression  of  opinion  by  correspondents, 
who  alone  are  morally  responsible  for  it.  Mr.  Breese,  who  is 
nothing  if  not  individualistic  and  intrepid,  here  speaks  only 
for  himself.  We  entirely  dissociate  ourselves  from  the  graiva- 
mem  of  his  statements  and  views,  both  as  to  matters  of  fact  and 
of  opinion. — Editoe.1 


"  The  Ointment  of  the  Apothecary." 

I  presume  Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  M.P.S.,  is  a  reader  of  the 
Journal,  and  I  hope  he  will  forgive  niy  referring  to  his  com- 
munication in  the"  Bristol  Times  without  being  further 
acquainted  with  it  than  through  the  medium  of  your  note.  May 
I  ask  him  to  solve  for  me  a  few  difficulties  which  his  interpreta- 
tion of  Ecclesiastes  x.  1  has  suggested  to  me  ?  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  R.V.  gives  "  perfumer  "  and  not  "apothecary  "? 
Is  it  not  true  that  the  original  (as  well  as  the  Septuagint)  refers 
to  a  person  wlio  boils  juices  and  oils  for  perfuming  purposes, 
and  does  not  the  passage  in  Exodus  xxx.  25,  which  has  pre- 
cisely the  same  signification,  confirm  the  notion  that  the  prepara- 
tion referred  to  was  not  a  medicinal  preparation  at  all,  out  a 
]ierfumed  oil  probably  intended  for  sacerdotal  purposes.  Is  Mr. 
Palmer  quite  sure  that  "dead  flies"  is  a  correct  rendering  of 
the  original?  I  think  he  will  find  "deadly  flies"  or  "flies  of 
death"  somewhat  nearer.  The  zebvb.  the  fly  named  in  the 
passage,  wa.s  most  certainly  one  of  the  bot  or  warble  flies,  and 
much  detosted  by  reason  of  its  dirty  and  baleful  habits.  The 
Genevan  version  brings  out  this  idea  when  it  refers  to  the  flies 
"causing  to  etink  and  putrefy."  I  must  refrain  from  enlarging 
on  this  matter  beyond  asking  two  other  questions.  What 
authority  has  Mr.  Palmer  for  saying  Unguentum  Catharidis 
has  been  used  f'-om  time  immemorial?  As  far  as  I  can  gather, 
.\ret8eus  (2nd  century  a.D.)  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  use 
the  drug  externally  as  a  rubefacient :  but  formulse  for  a  definite 
officinal  article  (other  than  blistering  preparations)  are  com- 
paratively modern.  The  most  obvious  question  of  all :  what 
becomes  of  the  meaning  of  the  jiassage  of  Scripture  which  is 
that  a  little  body  in  the  wrong  place  can  destroy  .so  much  sweet- 
ness, if  we  adopt  Mr.  Palmer's  notion  that  the  preparation 
was  a  stinking  compound  per  se? 

Manchester,  August  27,  1917.  WiLLi.iM  Kiekbt. 


"The  Fly  in  the  Ointment." 

From  your  brief  reference  to  a  letter  in  the  Bristol  Times, 
from  Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
that  gentleman  is  wrong,  and  that  in  this  case  pooular  con- 
ception of  the  phrase  from  Ecclcsiastes  x.,  "The  fly  in  the 
ointment,"  is  correct.    The  text  of  the  verse  from  the  Latin 
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Vulgate  is: — "  Muscic  inoricntos  pcrdunt  suavitatem  unguenti. 
Prctiosior  est  sapientia  et  Gloria  parva  et  ad  tempus  stultitia." 
Tho  Douay  Version,  published  in  1609,  the  official  Bible  of  the 
English-speaking  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  gives  the 
translation: — "Dying  flies  spoil  the  sweetness  of  the  ointment. 
Wisdom  and  Glory  is  more  precious  than  a  small  and  short 
lived  folly."  The  passage  is  clearly  a  metaphor,  and  in  that 
sense  was  used  by  St.  Augustine,  who,  writing  circa  400  A.D., 
drew  a  comparison  between  the  fly  in  the  ointment  and  a 
heretic  spreading  false  doctrine  among  tho  community. 
Albeitus  Magnus  and  St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  who  were  not  likely 
to  have  been  unacquainted  with  Unguentum  Cantharidis,  appear 
to  have  adopted  the  same  interpretation,  and  the  commentary 
of  the  great  Biblical  scholar,  Menochio,  who  was  Superior  of 
Milan  University  during  the  later  years  of  tho  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, and  who  brought  his  vast  store  of  knowledge  of  Jewish 
antiquities  to  bear  on  his  work,  is  as  follows: — "  Quemadmodum 
muscae  odoratis  unguontis  immorientes  illorum  suavitatem  pcr- 
dunt, licet  musca  parvulum  sit  animal,  ita  parva  soepe  res 
magnum  rebus  affert  dota-imentum-Pretiosior  est  sapientia  Quaisi 
dicat :  Sic  sapientiam,  quoe  pretiosior  est  quavis  gloria,  parva 
modicique  temporis  stultitia  perdit.  Illud  enim  parva  cum 
stultitia  jungendum  est."  A  later  French  scholar,  commenting 
on_  the  verse,  eays :— "  Car  comme  les  tnouchcs,  toutes  petites 
qu  elles  sont,  lorsqu'elles  meurent  dans  le  parfum  en  gatent 
la  bonne  odeur ;  ainsi  une  imprudence  legere  et  de  peu  de  duree 
remporte  sur  la  sagoase  de  plusieurs  annees,  ot  elle  ternit  la 
gloire  des  actions  les  plus  eclatantes."  Solomon,  who  wrote 
the  chapter  about  3,000  years  ago,  evidently  noticed  what 
inodern  science  has  rediscovered  during  the  last  century,  that 
is,  the  part  played  by  flies  in  tho  dissemination  of  iputrefaotive 
organisms.  Edward  J.  Ratnob. 

164,  Leyton  High  Road,  E.  15,  August  25,  1917. 

Assistants'  Remuneration—"  Are  there  Visions 
About?" 

I  see  £5  10s.  per  week  demanded  by  an  advertiser  in 
this  week  s  P.J.  Supplement.  Is  this  meant  as  a  joke,  or  an 
earnest  of  what  we  are  to  expect  in  the  near  future?  I  should 
hke  the  opinion  of  my  fellow  pharmacists  in  business  for  them 
selves. 

Wells,  Somerset,  August  24,  1917.  Jas.  Ricketts. 

Wanted,  Ten  to  Twenty- Year= Old  Specimen  of  Canada 
Balsam. 

I  am  wanting  an  old  specimen  of  Canada  balsam,  ten  to 
twenty  years  old,  for  the  purpose  of  an  investigation  I  have  in 
T  1  iJ  u*"^'  pharmacist  has  any  Canada  balsam  of  such  an-e 
1  should  be  very  glad  if  he  would  communicate  with  me. 

Henry  L.  Smith,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Research   Laboratories,    17,    Bloomsbury    Square,  London 
W.C.  1,  August  27,  1917. 


Scheduled  Poisons  in  Proprietaries. 

Many  thanks  for  your  courtesy  in  transmitting  to  me  the 
letter  of  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  with  a  copy  of 
their  latest  list  of  proprietaries  affected  by  the  Poisons  Schedule 
It  was  because  I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  this  section  of 
the  above-named  firm's  Price  List  for  several  years,  that  I  was 
m  a  position  to  know  that  the  various  articles  I  refer  to  did 
contain  poison  ;  and  in  support  of  my  contention  that  the  articles 
did  contain  scheduled  poisons,  although  not  labelled  poison,  not 
even  poisonous,  I  sent  the  price  list  already  referred  to,  and  also 
a  book  of  formulas  which  gave  a  probable  analysis  of  the  various 
articles,  to  the  pohoe  authorities.  I  al.=o  submitted  other  direct 
prtma  facte  evidence.  The  articles— iAere  are  several— tha.i  T 
make  complaint  about  are  not  labelled  poison,  neither  is  tho 
name  of  poison  on  label,  simply  a  proprietary  name.  Now.  if 
1  labelled  an  article  say  "  Schedule  Drops,"  even  although  I 
put  the  word  poison  thereon,  how  would  retailers  know  whether 
It  was  Schedule  I.  or  Schedule  II.  poison,  and,  what  is  more 
important  still,  would  doctors  know  what  antidote  to  applv  in 
case  of  accident?  ' 

August  25,  1917.  "  Schedule  "  (215/28). 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 

SUNDAY,  August  26. 
United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).-Orders  as  last  week. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  5. 

PharmBceulIeal  Society  of  Great  Britain.  -  The  Council  and  Com 
mittees  do  not  meet  this  month  unless  specially  summoned. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Sugar  Supply  (I.  H.  S.— 215/26).— See  answer  to  M.  T.  E. 

Chemicals  Used  in  Munitions  (R.  S.-;-215/17).— Wo  are  not 
permitted  to  give  the  particulars  required. 

Classed  CI  Man  (W.  W.— 215/19).— You  should  consult  the 
military  authorities  who  granted  the  certificate. 

Sugar  Supply  (M.  T.  E.— 215/27).— Consult  the  Secretary  of 
the  Local  Pharniaoeutical  Association,  to  whom  a  circular 
letter  of  instructions  has  been  issued  by  tho  Society. 

Division  of  the  Qualifying  Examination  (E.  H.— 215/25). — 
(1)  It  is  impossible  to  forecast  the  future  changes  in  examina- 
tion or  educational  procedure.  (2)  Ample  notice  will  be  given 
of  any  prospective  alterations. 

Mixing  Zinc  Sulphate  and  Zinc  Chloride  (D.  C— 215/35).— 
Tho  prooipitate  formed  is  apparently  zine  sulphate  throvra 
down  by  doli}'dr.a.tion.  You  would  have  zijic  clhloride,  zino 
sulphate,  and  hydrochloric  acid  in  solution. 

Linoleum  Floor  (S.  R.  F.— 215/24).— The  patchiness  which 
Unas  developed  in  tho  oilcloth  is  doubtless  due  to  faulty  manu- 
faoture,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  you  can  do  anything  to  remedy 
it.    We  advise  you  to  communicate  with  the  makers. 

Three  Years'  Dispensing  Experience  for  Qualifying 
Examination  (S.  R.  F.— 215/24). — Service  with  a  registered 
medical  practitioneri  in  the  dispensing  of  medicines  would 
count  for  tho  three  years'  pupilage  demanded  of  candidates  for 
tho  qualifying  examination. 

"Mineral  Lard"  (F.  J.  Z.— 215/20).— It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  term  "  mineral  lard  "  is  another  name  for  soft 
paraffin.  Can  you  give  us  the  exact  official  reference  to  tho 
item  in  question?  If  you  oan  do  so  we  shall  :be  enabled  to 
procure  definite  iixforniation. 

Deputation  of  Pharmacists  (J.  C.  W.— 215/10).— The  object 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  Society  wms  to  ensure  that  better 
use  should  be  made  of  the  pharma<»utical  material  now  in 
the  Army  Medical  Service.  Readers  of  the  Journal  will  be 
(kept  in  touch  with  the  progress  of  tflie  consider.ation  of  the 
question.  tfjk 

Manufacture  of  Carbon  Bisulphide  (J.  H.—2lln4).— 'Suitable 
apparatus  for  the  production,  of  oarbon  bisu'lphide  in  snr.all 
quantities  is  not  procurable  at  the  present  time;  even  if  it 
were  it  would  be  very  expensive.  Owing  to  the  risk  of  fire 
in  its  manufacture,  tlho  process  would  have  to  bo  conducted 
rin  isolated  premises.  In  any  case,  its  prepairation  is  difficult 
and  not  tho  sort  of  thing  tiiat  should  ibe  taken  in  band  by 
an  inexperienced  person. 

Photo  Mountant  (T.  W.  Q.— 215/36).— Best  white  dextrin, 
1  lb.  ;  cold  w^ater,  q.s.  ;  water,  10  oz.  ;  oil  of  wintorgreen,  1  fl. 
dir.  Mix  tho  dextrin  and  the  water  together  in  small  quan- 
tities to  produce  a  smooth  mi.xture.  Dilute  with  the  further 
quantity  of  water,  add  tho  oil,  and  just  bring  the  mixture 
U)  the  boil,  when  it  should  ibe  quite  clear.  Pour  into  pots, 
cover  up,  and  in  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  it  will  be  set 
to  a  firm  white  paste  of  great  adhf&cve  power.  The  dextrin 
must  be  of  finest  quality. 

Reaction  between  Tinct.  lodi.  and  Hydrarg  Subchlor. 
(J.  M. — 215/21). — The  iodine  in  the  tincture  of  iodine  reacts 
with  the  mercurous  chloride,  producing  mercuric  chloride 
and  mercuric  iodide.  The  potassium  iodide  (also  con- 
tained in  the  tincture)  acts  upon  the  mercuric  chloride, 
producing  more  mercuric  iodide,  and  if  present  in  sufficient 
quantity  would  entirely  dissolve  the  mercuric  iodide  with 
formation  of  potassio-mercuric  iodide.  The  official  tincture  of 
iodine,  however,  does  not  contain  sufficient  potassium  iodide 
for  this,  and  part  of  the  mercuric  iodide  remains  undissolved. 
The  deposit  formed  when  the  prescription  is  dispensed  con- 
sists of  the  excess  of  mercurous  chloride,  together  with  such 
mercuric  iodide  as  cannot  be  dissolved.  The  solution  contains 
potassio-mercuric  iodide,  and  in  addition  such  proportion  of 
mercuric  iodide  as  it  is  capable  of  dissolving.  Mercuric  iodide 
is  a  powerful  local  irritant,  and  the  therapeutic  effect  of  the 
solution  is  probably  due  chiefly  to  this  substance.  Rectified 
spirit  will  dissolve  about  1  per  cent,  of  mercuric  iodide. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Menthaclone  (161,^) —Makers  ? 

"  Nuclo,"  for  cleaning  clothes;  2d.  packets  (162/3). — Makers? 
Ovo-I.ecithln  (160/27).— Makers? 

Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (169/311. — 
Actual  makers? 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Jonrnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  ofi^cial  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  In  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 

of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Beg'stcred  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  la 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerlard,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOR:  CENTRAL  13413.  ED  TOR:  " PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  "  Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR' S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE.  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  EC.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


.Medical  Treatment  of  Invalided  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 

We  are  informed  that  the  National  Health  Insurance  Com- 
iiiissiontTs  have  made  new  Regulations,  in  accordance  with 
Section  4  of  the  National  Insurance  (Part  I.  Amendment)  Act, 
1917,  establishing  special  arrangements  for  the  medical  treat- 
ment by  general  practitioners  of  all  sailors  and  soldiers  (includ- 
ing those  who  are  uninsured)  invalided  from  service  with,  the 
Forces.  These  arrangements  provide  special  facilities  whereby 
such  men  can  obtain  the  services  of  a  doctor  without  delay 
immediately  upon  discharge,  and  they  also  include  special  pro- 

:-;ion  for  the  treatment  in  sanatoria  oi  discharged  men  suffering 

■>m  tuberculosis. 

Regulation  35  provides  that  if  the  patient  resides  in  a  district 
riere  medicines  and  appliances  are  obtained  through  a  chemist, 
A-i  doctor  will  prescribe  on  the  usual  form,  as  though  for  an 
ordinary  insured  person.    Tho  prescription  form  need  not  be 
specially  ma.'-ked  unless  the  services  are  in  connection  with  the 
domiciliary  treatment  of  a  man  recommended  for  sanatorium 
treatment,  in  which  case  the  form  should  be  marked  as  in  the 
case  of  other  patients  receiving  domiciliary  treatment.    If  the 
patient  resides  in  a  district  where  the  doctor,  under  arrange- 
ments with  the  Insurance  Committee,  himself  supplies  medicines 
and  appliances  to  his  inaured   patients,   such  medicines  and 
appliances  will  bo  supplied  by  the  doctor,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  extra  payment  under  this  head.     The  Commissioners  are 
prepared  to  approve  of  a  flat  rate  not  exceeding  the  average 
cost  per  pre.scription  (to  the  nearest  penny  up)  as  disclosed  by 
'he  statistical  prescription  data  for  '916.    Where  payment  is 
ot  made  tt  a  flat  rate,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  doctor  to 
ibmit  detailed  prescriptions  to  be  priced  and  paid  for  in  the 
^ame  way  as  medicine  supplied  by  chemists. 

The  Late  Dr.  John  Attfield's  Library. 
.\  large  number  of  chemical,  pharmaceutical  and  scientific 
•'>oks  from  this  collection  is  ofFered  by  the  executors.  The 
'  ca-sion  affords  an  opportunity  to  Associations  or  to  individual 
•larrnacists    to  acquire  representative  works  in  the  sciences 
lied  to  ftharmacoutical  p.-actice  stamped  with  the  personality 
of  a  noteworthy  teacher  of  generations  of  chemical  students. 
PharmaoopcBias  and  sets  of  chemical  periodicals  are  strongly 
r<--prrj«!nte(l,  together  with  records  of  the  Royal  .Society  and  of 
1-5  British  Assf»ciation.    Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  E.  W. 
\rnold,  Esq.,  .Xshlands,  Watford. 

107 


[London,  Saturday,  Septe.miucr  8,  1917. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE    ECONOMICS    OF  ASSISTANTS' 
REMUNERATION. 

Readers  who  were  engaged  in  retail  business  in  pharmacy 
between  thirty  and  forty  yea^s  ago  will  remember  that  in 
those  days,  before  the  judicial  decision  in  the  Wheeldon  case 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  seller,"  an  unqualified 
assistant's  wages  averaged  a  little  over  a  pound  a  week,  while 
that  vara  avis,  the  qualified  assistant,  who  Vv'as  regarded  more 
or  less  as  a  supernumerary,  seldom  commanded  more  than 
30s.  or  35s.  weekly.  No  v,  according  to  our  correspondents, 
the  qualified  assistant  not  only  asks,  but  in  some  cases  appear* 
to  get  £5  10s.,  and  the  unqualified  assistant,  even  of  middling, 
experience  and  capacity,  can  earn  £2  or  more.  Forty  years 
ago,  although  apprentices  were  becoming  less  plentiful,  the 
supply  was  still  fair,  and  there  actually  occurred  an  occasional 
specimen  of  the  "  premiated "  apprentice.  To-day  appren- 
tices are  almost  unprocurable,  and,  save  in  the  provinces,  the- 
indentured  group  is  well-nigh  an  extinct  species.  How  is  this 
profound  change  to  be  accounted  for?  The  answer  to  the 
question  is  to  be  found  in  a  study  of  economic  law.  Whert 
pharmacy  still  remained  one  of  the  few  genteel  occupations,- 
about  which  parents  and  guardians  cherished  the  illusion  that 
it  was  a  short  and  easy  road  to  wealth,  the  supply  of  appren- 
tices and  assistants  was  in  excess  of  the  demand,  with  a. 
consequent  low  rate  of  remuneration.  Later,  when,  as  a. 
result  of  industrial  development,  many  other  attractive  and* 
more  lucrative  occupations  were  created  for  lads,  and  the 
decision  in  the  Wheeldon  case,  and  the  gradual  advance  in 
the  requirements  for  the  qualifying  examination  rendered 
access  to  the  ranks  of  statutorily  recognised  pharmacy^  more 
difficult  and  expensive,  there  was  inevitably  a  falling  off  in  the 
numher  of  postulants  for  apprenticeship  and  assistantship, 
with  correlative  rise  in  the  rate  of  remuneration.  Other 
factors  have  been  the  ascent  in  the  standard  of  living  and  the 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  assistant  because  of  his 
indifepensableness  in  legally  carrying  on  the  business  of 
"company  pharmacy."  Since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
the  situation  has  been  still  further  aggravated  by  the  with- 
drawal for  military  service  of  some  thousands  of  qualified  and 
unqualified  assistants,  who  cannot  be  immediately  or  even 
gradually  replaced— as  they  might  be  in  normal  times— by 
newly  qualified  men  and  women.  Add  to  all  this,  the  greatly 
enhanced  cost  of  living,  which  is  more  than  double  the  pre- 
war figure,  and  the  demand  for  considerably  augmented  pay, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  reasonableness,  is  a  logical 
economic  outcome  of  the  complex  of  causes  above  indicated.. 
It  is  quite  another  question  whether  the  individual  advertiser 
who  names  £5  10s.  per  week  is  worth  the  money.  For  all 
that  we  know,  he  may  be  asking  more  than  he  is  prepared  to 
take,  or  he  may  be  one  of  those  heaven-born  salesmen  of  the 
new  era— whose  fancy  portrait  has  been  drawn  for  us  from 
time  to  time— who  can  miraculously  double  returns  and  halve 
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profits  in  next  to  no  time.  In  any  case,  demands  on  such  a 
scale  seem  excessive,  and  there  is  something  to  be  said  for 
moderate  resiEtance  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  a  "  hold- 
uja  "x  policy.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  all  he  has  to  do  is  to 
put  up  his  prices  to  the  public  and  make  the  consumer  <p^y 
the  difference.  But  this  is  not  always  practicable.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  for  years  past,  in  an  increasing  degree,  swelling 
working  expenses  have  encroached  on  the  employer's  net 
profits — that  is  to  say,  his  income — so  that  now,  except  for 
the  "  glorious  privDege  of  beijig  independent,"  many  principals 
are  little,  if  at  all,  financially  better  off  than  their  qualified 
assistants.  If  the  economic  effect  of  this  is  to  reduce  the 
number  of  pharmacists  in  business  for  themselves,  the  sur- 
vivors may  benefit,  but  the  result  'will  hardly  'be  to  the- 
advantage  of  assistants  who  are  laudably  ambitious  to  enter 
the  ranks  of  employers.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether,  as 
in  some  of  our  Colonies,  the  mediating  and  adjudicating 
operation  of  a  joint  wages  board  might  not  bridge  over  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  with  which  the  problem  is  beset. 


A    STATE    COMMERCIAL  INTELLIGENCE 
DEPARTMENT. 

It  is  "  good  hearing  "  that  the  Government  propose  to  set 
up  a  new  Commercial  Intelligence  Department,  incorporating 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  J'oreign  Office  agencies  which  at 
present  inco-ordinately  and  indifferently  perform  this  function. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  they  are  albout  it  the  Government 
will  organise  a  thoroughly  efficient  instrument  for  the  pur- 
pose, alike  on  administrative  and  business  lines.  Doubtless 
in  the  past  both  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Foreign  Office 
have  done  their  best,  according  to  their  lights;  ibut  for  nearly 
a  generation  back  these  have  beeii  as  gaslight  unto  the  sun- 
light of  aur  foreign  competitors  in  general,  and  of  Germany 
in  particular.  It  iriiist  be  confessed  that  the  chief  v,-eakness 
has  lain  in  the  British  Consular  service.  As  anyone  who  has 
.sti'died  the  Consular  reports  knows  full  well,  these,  with  a 
few  creditaljle  exceptions,  have  been  wofully  lacking  in  com- 
mercial information  of  practical  value  concerning  conditions 
and  possibilities  of  trade  in  the  various  countries  involved. 
In  large  part  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  our 
Consuls  are  chosen  for  anything  but  their  knowledge  and 
experience  of  trade  and  business.  Even  yet,  we  have  not  entirely 
broken  away  from  the  vicious  tradition  which  in  America 
could  find  no  better  use  for  a  Nathaniel  Havvthorne  or  a 
Bret  K'arte  than  to  give  them  consulships,  and  which,  to  cite 
one  typical  example  of  perverted  British  policy  in  this  respect, 
exiled  a  man  of  genius  such  as  the  late  Sir  Eichard  Bui^ton 
to  eat  out  his  heart  at  Trieste.  It  has  befallen  occasionally 
that  the  mart  of  letters  has  also  been  a  . man  of  business  acumen 
and  ability,  but  the  combination  is  not  a  common  one.  And 
in  most  cases  it  is  an  act  of  cruelty  to  animals,  as  well  as  a 
disservice  to  the  State,  to  put  Pegasus  in  harness  and  run 
him  as  a  hack.  In  the  future,  the  British  Consul  should  be 
a  man  who,  as  a  result  of  systematic  training  in  business 
knowledge  and  technique,  competitive  examination,  and  sub- 
sequent service  from  lower  to  higher  grades,  by  promotion 
not  by  seniority,  but  on  the  ground  of  merit,  is  thoroughly 
and  efficiently  equipped  for  such  of  his  duties  as  have 
reference  to  the  development  of  British  trade  in  the 
area  to  which  he  is  appointed.  A  Consular  service 
reorganised  on  these  lines  will  form  the  most 
(jowerful  branch  of  the  new  Commercial  Intelligence 
Department,  and  will  provide  it  with  a  mass  of  intelligently 
sifted  information  of  the  highest  value  for  the  commercial 
classes  in  this  country.  The  entire  blame  for  the  backward- 
ness in  many  directions  of  British  foreign  and  Colonial  trade 


since  1871  must  not,  however,  be  cast  on  the  Government. 
The  British  manufacturer  and  merchant  has  not  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities.  Even  in  the  drug-trade,  taken  a.s 
a  whole,  there  has  been  remissness  and  want  of  enterprise. 
The  lesson  that  all  have  to  learn  is  that,  while  it  is  all  very 
v;ell  for  the  time  being  to  follow  the  line  of  least  resistance, 
it  never  pays  in  the  long  run.  If  new  ground  is  to  be  broken 
or  kept  in  Foreign  or  Colonial  territory,  no  pains  must  he 
spared  to  ^end  "ambassadors  "  who  can  speak  the  language 
of  those  with  whom  they  seek  to  do  business,  who  try  to 
understand  their  peculiarities  and  to  sell  to  them  what  they 
want,  and  not  merely  what  the  manufacturer  or  exporter 
wishes  to  "  dump  "  upon  them.  In  numerous  authenticated 
cases  we  have  been  forestalled  in  ibusiness  or,  as  in  Italy,  have 
lost  it  because  the  German  "advance  agent"  had  found 
and  taken  the  ibetter  way,  which,  strong  in  our  sense  of 
superiority  and  safety,  we  disdained  to  take.  It  is  a 
tremendous  price  to  pay  for  it,  hut  if  the  war,  besides 
liberating  humanity  from  the  age-long  incubus  of  militarism, 
also  reconstructs  and  renovates  our,  whole  system  of  commer- 
cial life  and  activity  at  home  and  abroad,  it  will  not  have 
been  waged  in  vain. 


EMPIRE-GROWN     PLANTS    AND    DRUGS:  INDIAN 
DIGITALIS. 

BY  GORDON  SHARP,  M.D.  (EDIN.). 

It  has  taken  us  a  long  time  to  realise  that,  with  our  world- 
wide Empire,  we  can  produce  every  plant  that  wo  noed  for  our 
own  use,  and  this  applies  in  particular  to  drug-yielding  plants. 
The  Germans,  excellent  schoolmasters  as  they  are,  have  taught 
us  a  needed  lesson  in  this  connection,  as  witness  their  employ- 
ment of  Hj/osci/amiis  maticun  as  a.  fioit  o{  atropine.  Hyosfryamu.i 
muticus  19,  grown  in  Egypt,  a  Briti.«h  protectorate,  and  before  the 
war  the  Germans  had  the  astuteness  to  "corner"  the  whole  of 
the  supply,  and  when  they  had  got  .all  they  wanted,  they  had 
the  additional  cleverness  to  sell  what  they  had  left  over  to 
British  maiiufncturors  at  a  fancy  p'-ice.  Lot  us  hope  wo  have 
learned  a  salutary  lesson.  This  incident  reminds  me  that  in  the 
year  1915  1  received  a  parcel  of  the  leaves  of  Digitalis  purpurea 
{frown  in  the  Government  cinchona  i)lantations  at  Nilgiris, 
Madras,  India,  with  the  result  noted  as  follows:  — 

General  De.scription. 

The  drie:l  leaves  were  .'^oniewhat  coarser  in  texture  and  rather 
darker  in  colour  than  British  or  German  grown  leaves,  wild  or 
cultivated.  A  1  in  8  tincture  prepared  in  my  own  laboratory 
was  rather  darker  in  colour  than  we  are  accustomed  to  see,  and 
the  tasto  was  as  bitter  at  l&ast  as  the  tincture  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  in  this  country. 

Martindale  Colour  Test. 

According  to  this  test  the  colour  was  well  above  the  standartl. 
showing  that  the  tincture  had  been  prepared  from  leaves  con- 
taining glucosides  of  more  than  average  value. 

Pharmacological  Test  on  Frog's  Heart. 

This  was  carried  out  in  July,  1913,  on  full-grown  male  frog.s 
(Rana  tcmporaria),  and  at  a  temperature  of  60°F.  (15'5°C.). 
The  frogs  weighed  from  32'5  Cms.  (620  grains)  to  2Vb 
Gms.  (324  grains).  In  this  series  of  experiments  the  fiogs 
had  been  pithed  twenty-four  hours  previously,  and  the  minimum 
lethal  doso  calculated  for  100  Om?.  weight  of  frog  was  found 
to  be  0  6  Cc.  of  the  tincture,  which  is  well  above  the  ordinary 
standard  dose,  showing  that  the  tincture  was  also  well  above 
standard  activity.  These  and  other  experiments  were  repeated 
with  other  specimens  of  tincture  which  had  been  kept  for  some 
weeks.  All  the  experiments  were  controlled.  Other  experi- 
ments were  carried  out  in  Paris  on  intact  frogs,  and  the  results 
were  the  same,  and  were  thus  confirmatory  of  the  experiments 
carried  out  on  pithed  frogs. 

Therapeutic  Action  on  Human  Beings. 

These  were  cases  the  result  of  acute  rheumatism  in  most 
instances,  and  accompanied  with  rapid  heart  and  pulse,  and 
with  breakdown  in  conipen-sation.  Here  the  exhibition  of 
fifteen  minims  of  the  1898  tincture  (1  in  8  strength)  every  four 
hours  for  forty-eight  hours  reduced  the  heart  and  pulse  rates 
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lid  produced  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  unne  voided.  These 
-itrns  and  symptoms  were  accompanied  with  that  sense  pi  well- 
belag-  so  oft«n  experienced  when  foxglove  is  prescribed  in 
suitable  cases. 

Conclusion. 

To  conclude,  we  have  in  Indian-grown  foxglove  an  additional 
scarce  of  the  drug  from  which  we  can  draw  in  case  of  need. 


PH.\RMACY  IN  FICTION. 

BT  B.   CECIL  OWEN,  B.SC. 

Has  the  reader  ever  reflected  upon  the  dearth  of  references  to 
pharmacy  in  modern  fiction?  A  few  months  ago  there  appeared 
in  these  columns  a  short  article  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Stephenson 
on  the  allusions  to  pharmacy  in  tlie  works  of  that  strange  geniufl, 
O.  Henry.  The  article  itself,  and  the  stories  with  which  it  deals, 
only  serve  to  emphasise  how  conspicuous  by  their  absence  are 
the  '■  chemist  and  druggist"  and  his  daiags  from  the  pages  of 
the  modern  novel.  In  what  foUovvs  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
indicate  some  of  the  more  noteworthy  places  in  fiction  in  which 
the  pharmacist  appears,  and  of  the  still  more  noteworthy  pages 
from  which  he  is  absent.  But  first,  how  shall  we  account  for 
the  absence  of  the  "  druggist  "  from  (or  between)  the  boards  of 
the  English  novel? 

Dramatic  Possibilities. 

At  the  first  blush  it  would  seem  as  if  a  good  deal  of  drama 
c<ju!d,  in  the  hands  of  even  an  average  novelist  or — for  the  matter 
of  that — an  indifferent  playwright,  be  made  to  centre  round  the 
activities  of  the  pharmacist.    Imagine,  for  example,  such  a  plot 
.AS  this.    A  pharmacist,  in  business  for  himself,  though  yet 
joung,  is  old  enough  to  have  a  ''  past,"  together  with  a  bitter 
and  somewhat  powerful  enemy  cognisant  of  the  said  "past." 
The  enemy  deftly  plays  for  the  ruination  of  the  pharmacist — 
there  are  a  dozen  vvajs  in  which  an  enemy  with  money  might 
compass  this  end — and  succeeds  in  his  miserable  object.  Capital 
gone,  ensue  the  departure  of  the  chemist,  and  the  necessity  of 
nis  returning  to  the  counter  as  an  assistant,  where  he  spends 
many  weary  years  in  drudgery  unrelieved  by  hope,  nursing  the 
while  with  growing  tenacity  plans  for  vengeance.    \t  last  {else 
why  the  story  !)  the  terrible  opportunity  presents  itself.  With 
the  passage  of  years  the  appearance  of  the  victim,  soon  to  be 
the  avenger,  changes ;  perhaps  he  grows  a  beard,  or  he  grows 
bald,  or  turns  grey ;  in  any  case,  his  enemy  fails  to  recognise 
him  in  handing  over  a  prescription  in  the  very  pharmacy  where 
he  is  employed.    From  these  data  you  can  extract  as  much  sen- 
sation as  you  deem  requisite  to  gratify,  without  satiating,  your 
readers.    If  you  have  dehneated  a  steady  moral  deterioration 
of  the  victim,  making  the  coming  vengeance  his  one  Ufe's  object, 
then  you  might,  with  great  restraint  and  all  possible  delicacy  of 
■handling,  make  of  the  denouement  the  striking  of   the  enemy 
throiiL'h  his  wife  or  favourite  daughter,  as  would  be  easy  if  the 
cription  handed  in  were  written  for  either  of  the  two  last- 
led.    .    .    .    Now  that  gort  of  plot,  apart  from  its  pharmacy, 
ommon  enough ;  in  the  hands  of  all  but  a  good  artist  it  might 
ea=ily  degenerate  into  a  riot  of  crude  melodrama  not  unakin  to 
farce.    But  the  point  is  that,  by  introducing  the  element  of 
Pharmacy,  by  making  a  principal  character  a  pharmacist,  you 
makmg  your  plot  more  convincing,  you  are  diminishing  the 
■J  arm  of  coincidence,  and  you  are  lubricating  the  passage  of 
trifr  story.    One  may  wonder  then  that  so  little  recourse  has  been 
had  hitherto  to  the  mechanisms  of  pharmacy  in  devising  the  plots 
novels  and  plays.    Now,  the  explanation  can  be  simply  stated, 
rrnacy  is  so  full  of  technicalities  that  the  novelist,  to  write 
!  about  pharmacy,  mu.st  needs  either  be,  in  some  sort,  a  phar- 
ist,  or  bo  mu.st  call  in  the  aid  of  an  actual  pharmacist  to 
;ish  the  details  of  what  may  be  called  local  colour.  The 
t'  r  plan  is  objf ctionable,  as  tending  to  destroy  homogeneity — 
as  tending  to  produce  patches ;    while  as  to  the  former  alterna- 
tive, it  must  be  said  that  only  very  rarely  indeed  has  the  novelist 
V  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  technicalities,  in  the  absence  of 
';h  any  attempt  to  introduce  pharmacy  might  so  easily  lead 
the  perpetratifm  of  '"  hf/wlers  " — to  the  confusion  of  the 
reader  and  the  confounding  of  the  writer.    Examples  of  such 
"  howlera  "  will  be  given. 

The  present  paper  is  supplementary  to  two  others  which  have 
4lready  been  published  in  this  periodical— that  on  O.  Henry, 
Written  by  Mr.  .-itephenson  and  already  alluded  to,  and  one 
entitled  '  The  Chemist  in  Literature,'  by  Messrs.  Sargeant  and 
Beacock,  both  of  Leeds.  (The  latter  article  is  to  be  found  in 
The  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  Vol.  27,  1908,  p.  771;  Vol  28 
685;  and  Vol.  29,  p.  191.  And  as  Messrs.  O.  Henry,  H.  G. 
Wt^lls^  and  Rudyard  Kipling  have  thus  been  dealt  with  already, 
will  spare  them  onr  attentions  on  the  present  occasion.) 


Pharmacy  a  Modern  Product. 

Now,  in  looking  for  sucli  references  to  pharmacy  as  do  occur 
iu  the  pages  of  fiction,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  only  to 
the  modern  novel  can  one  go,  the  reaaon  being  that  the  profes- 
sion of  pharmacy  is  so  essentially  a  modern  thing,  dating  no 
further  back,  shall  we  say,  than  1868.  It  is  not  germane,  there- 
fore, to  present  purposes  to  go  back  beyond  this  date,  or  to 
disclose  allusions  to  apothecaries,  quacks,  healers,  or  wonder- 
workers of  previous  periods — interesting  and  even  valuable  as 
such  a  study  woidd  be.  Our  present  business  is  with  pharmacy 
proper. 

(Jeorge  Gissing  and  Pharmacy. 

Perhaps  the  best  story  of  a  pharmacist  known  to  me  is  George 
Gissing's  "  Fate  and  the  Apothecary,"  contained  in  the  exquisite 
volume,  entitled  '  The  House  of  Cobwebs.'  Not  oixly  is  it 
a  story  about  a  pharmacist,  but  it  is  a  story  (broadly  speaking) 
about  JUibody  but  a.  pharmacist.  Here,  for  once,  tho  chemist 
has  all  the  hmelight  to  himself.  Before  outlining  the  story  it 
may  be  well  to  say  tliat  Gissing  could  lay  claim  to  some  inside 
knowledge  of  pharmacy,  since  lie  was  the  soil  of  a  chemist.  Tho 
latter,  Thomas  Walter  Gissing,  is  describee!  in  the  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  as  a  "pharmaceutical  chemist,"  who  prac- 
tised lat  Wakefield.  Gissing  senior  appears  to  have  ibeen  no  mere 
tradesman,  but  was,  in  addition,  something  of  a  botanist  and 
litterateur.  Thus  he  wrote  a  volume  on  '  Wakefield  Flora,'  and 
he  corresponded  with  many  eminent  botanists  and  thinkers, 
such  as  Hooker  and  Bentham.  Had  he  lived  to-day,  we  should, 
no  doubt,  have  made  much  of  him  !  .  .  .  The  story,  then,  is 
ajbout  "Farmiloe,  Chemist  by  Examination,"  to  quote  tlie  sign 
which  'hung  over  the  pharmacy.  Now  Farmiloe  was  one  of 
life's  failures,  as  they  are  calle'd.  Only  by  "  repeated  efforts  " 
did  he  qualify;  and  "more  than  one  pharmaceutist  (sic)  with 
whom  he  abode  as  assistaait  had  felt  it  a  measure  of  prudence 
to  dispense  with  his  services."  ..."  Face  and  demeanour  were 
against  him;  .  .  .  plain  features,  a  persistently  sour  expression, 
eveii  his  smile  snggested  sarcasm.  "He  could  not  tune  his 
voice  to  the  tradesman  note"  (scoff  not,  ye  reformers!)  "and 
on  the  slightest  provocation  he  became,  quite  unintentionally, 
offensive."  "Yet  he  came  hither  with  hopes."  The  phar- 
macy was  also  a  post-office,  and  it  seemed  aa  if  the  latter  would 
bring  grist  to  tho  mill  of  the  former.  But  the  post-office  (says 
Gissing)  "  is  a  very  shrewdly  managed  department  of  the  public 
sei"vice ;  it  has  brought  to  perfection  the  art  of  obtaining  .naxi- 
mum  results  with  a  minimum  expenditure."  (Other  pharmacists, 
perhai)s,  as  well  as  Farmiloe,  may  feel  inclined  to  endorse  that 
sentiment.)  One  day  Farmiloe  engaged  a  new  errand  boy,  and, 
there  being  no  errands  to  take  out,  the  boy  was  kept  washing 
windows  and  cleaning  bottles.  The  boy  rebelled,  whereupon 
the  employer  burst  into  a  frenzy  of  wrath  just  when  a  well- 
dresse'd  lady  was  about  to  step  inside  to  make  a  number  of 
purchases ;  'but  so  scandalised  was  she  at  the  chemist's  rage 
that  she  betook  herself  to  a  neighbouring  pharmacy.  The  boy 
was  "  sacked, "  and  spread  the  rcix)rt  that  his  master  drank — 
and  soon  arose  the  legend  tljat  he  suffered  from  delirium 
tremens  !  .  .  .  .  And  then  customers  in  the  post  office  would 
tease  him  with  countless  petty  queries,  as  thus:  — 

When  could  a  letter  be  delivered  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  Ireland?  Was  it  true  that  the  Post  Office  contemplated 
a  reduction  of  rates  to  Hong  Kong?  Would  he  explain  in 
detail  the  new  system  of  express  delivery?  Invariably  he 
betrayed  impatience,  and  occasionally  he  lost  his  temper ; 
people  went  away  exclaiming  what  a  horrid  man  he  was! 

"Mr.  What's-your-name,"  said  a  shopkeeper  one  day, 
aft'er  reoeiving_  a  short  answer,  "  I  shall  make  it  my  busi- 
ness to  complain  of  you  to  the  Postmaster-General.  I  don't 
come  ihere  to  be  in;ulted." 

"  Who  insulted  you?  "  returned  Farmiloe,  like  a  sullen 
schoolboy. 

"  Why,  you  did,  and  you  are  always  doing  it." 
"  I'm  not." 
"  You  are." 

"  If  I  did  " — terror  st«lc  upon  the  chemist's  heart — "  I 
didn't  mean  it,  and  I — I'm  sure  I  apologise.  It's  a  way  I 
have." 

"  A  damned  bad  way,  let  me  tell  you.  I  advise  you  to 
get  out  of  it.' 

"  I'm  sorry  " 

"  So  you  ought  to  be." 

And  the  tradcsmain  walked  eff,  only  half  appeased.  After  a 
series  of  similar  contretemps  and  misadventures,  the  climax  of 
evil  fortune  is  reac'hied  in  the  following  manner.  He  has  pre- 
pared and  despatched  a  bottle  of  medicine  when  it  suddenly 
dawns  upon  him  that  he  has  made  a  mistake,  having  put  in 
one  ingrC'dient  in  error,  thus  making  an  unsightly  mixture.  He 
tears  up  the  street  after  the  errand  boy,  only  to  find  him  re- 


110 


THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.    [September  8,  1917. 


turning  to  the  shop  after  dolivoriiig  bho  bottle.  Going  to  the 
customer  s  liousc  lio  rings  the  door  bell  violently,  and,  on  the 
door  beins  opened  by  the  maid,  asks  poi-mission  to  examine? 
the  medicine,  as  ho  fears  his  "new  avssistant "  has  mad©  a 
mLstakp.  lie  finds  that,  after  all,  no  mistake  has  been  made, 
and  he  "tips"  the  maid  half  a  crown  to  buy  her  silence.  But 
the  maid  "  blabs,"  and  the  story  is  all  owi-  tho  suburb  in  no 
time  ! 

People  wero  alarmod  and  scandalised.  Why,  such  a 
chemist  was  a  puhliic  danger  !  One  lady  declared  that  he 
ought  at  once  to  be  "  struck  off  the  roll." 

And  so,  in  a  sense,  'he  was.  Another  month,  and  the 
flowery,  bowery,  little  suburb  knew  him  no  mor-e.  He  hid 
himself  in  a  groat  town,  living  on  the  wreck  of  his  fortune 
whilst  he  sought  a  place  as  an  assistant.  A  leaky  pair  of 
hoote  and  a  bad  east  \^and  found  the  vulnerable  spot  of  his 
constitution.  Aft<?r  all,  there  was  just  enough  money  left 
to  bury  him. 

So  ends  what  is,  pei-haps,  tho  best  story  of  a  pharmacist  I  have 
come  across.  It  is  only  rarely  t)hat  the  pharmacist  is  mentioned 
otherwise  than  incidentally,  but  here  he  is  practically  the  sole 
dramatis  persona. 

(To  be  concluded.) 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

'  Manual  of  Chemistry.'  By  W.  Simon,  Ph.D.,  M.D.,  and 
DANIEL  Base,  Ph.D.  Eleventh  Edition.  Witlh  55  illustra- 
tions, one  coloured  spectra  plate  and  6  coloured  plates, 
representing  48  chemical  reactions.  Pp.  648.  Price  IBs.  net. 
London:  Bailliere,  Tindall  and  Co.  1917. 

The  tenth  edition  of  this  work  was  published  five  years  ago. 
It  had  a  total  of  774  pages,  an  excess  of  126  over  the  present 
edition.    The  reason  for  this  is  the  omission  of  several  sections 
now  deemed  unnecessary  in  a  work  of  this  kind.    For  example, 
in  Section  I.,  on  Physics,  the  chapters  on  light  and  electricity 
have  been  omitted,  because  the  physics  of  light  has  little  bearing 
on  a  course  in  elementary  chemistry,  and,    while  electricity 
is  of  greater  importance  than  light  in  the  study  of  chemistry, 
it  can  be  studied  to  better  advantage  in  a  separate  treatise 
on  physics.    The  plan  of  the  book  is  as  follows :  — There  are 
four  sections,   namely:    (1)    Chemical   Physics;    (2)  General 
Chemistry ;    (3)    Analytical    Chemistry ;    (4)    Consideration  of 
Carbon  Compounds,  or  Organic  Chemistry.    The  sub-divisions 
of  these  are;  (1)  Fundamental  Properties  of  Matter:  Heat. 
(2)  Element,  Compound,  Chemical  Affinity,  Modes  of  Effecting 
Chemical  Change;  Fundamental  Laws  of  Chemical  Combination, 
Symbols,  Chemical  Equations,  Calculations,  and  the  Elements, 
etc.,  dealt  with  individually;    Metals  and  their  Combinations, 
these  again  being  treated  individually  as  to  their  occurrence  in 
nature,  nianufacture,  analytical  characters,  and  so  forth.  (3) 
This  section  is  subdivided  into  the  Separation  of  Metals  into 
Different  Groups ;  Separation  of  the  Metals  '  of  Each  Group ; 
Detection  of  Acids;  Methods  for  Quantitative  Determination; 
Detection  of  Impurities  in  Official  Inorganic  Chemical  Prepara.- 
tions.    The  official  preparations  here  referred  to  are  those  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  but  this  part  of  the  book  is  small 
and  more  general  than  special.    Section  (4)  treats  of  the  Consti- 
tution,   Decomposition,   and'  Classification    of  Organic  Com- 
pounds,    Hydrocarbons,     Alcohols,     Ethers,  Carbohydrates, 
Nitrogen    Compounds,    Purine    Derivatives^    Benzene  Seories, 
Terpenes,  Alkaloids,  Proteins.    The  articles  on  the  Spectroscope 
and  tho  Polariscopw  have  been  retained,  but  are  now  placed 
in  the  Appendix,  which  includes  also  a  Table  of  Weights  and 
Measures  and  a  Table  of  Elements  and  Atomic  Weights.  The 
book  is  beautifully  produced,  paper  and  print  being  of  the  best, 
while  the  coloured  reaction  plates  will,  assuredly  be  a  help  to 
some  rea/lers. 


'  Practical  Chemistry  for  Medical  Students.  '  By  Alexander 
Charles  Cumming,  D.Sc.  Second  ecition.  Pp.  165.  Edin- 
burgh.   James  Thin.  1917. 

The  first  edition  of  this  work  appeared  in  1911 ;  it  was  com- 
piled for  the  use  of  students  attending  the  Medical  Practical 
Chemistry  Class  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  In  this  edition 
new  sections  have  bocn  introduced,  describing  experiments  with 
bread,  potatoes,  and  fats,  the  fermentation  of  glucose  by  yeast, 
and  the  action  of  saliva  on  starch.  The  present  edition  is  also 
adapted  to  the  use  of  a  wider  range  of  students.  The  contents 
include  exorcises  on  solubility,  crystallisation ;  properties  of 
common  acids  and  alkalis ;  preparation  and  properties  of  gases 
and  of  simple  salts ;  properties  of  sulphur,  iodine,  and  carbon  ; 
▼olumetric  analysis ;  qualitative  analysis. 


THE  JUNIORS'  COLUMNS. 

THE  STUDY  OF  PLANT  LIFE  (19). 


The  Structure  and  Functions  of  the  Root. 

While  the  stem,  as  has  been  shown  previously  [P. J.,  May  b 
1917,  p.  391,  and  May  26,  1917,  p.  438),  serves  to  support  th'i 
sub-ai.>rial  p;irt  of  the  plant  against  lateral  strains,  the  root 
must  support  the  plant  in  another  way.  It  serves  to  anchor 
the  plant  to  the  ground,  and  gives  a  point  d'appui  for  the  stem 
in  its  resistance  to  lateral  strains.  The  same  similarities  to 
human  mechanical  devices  may  be  traced  in  tho  root-as  in  the 
stem,  thus — the  strain  on  the  stem  is  transferred  to  the  root 
only  at  the  point  where  the  stem  and  root  join,  and  it  tends  to 
pull  the  root  up,  i.r.,  it  produces  a  longitudinal  strain  in  the 
root.  This  longitudinal  strain  is  met  as  humans  meet  similar 
mechanical  strains  by  a  cable-like  formation ;  the  mechanical 
tissue,  instead  of  being  in  the  form  of  a  cylinder  or  lattice- 
work, is  concentrated  in  the  centre  of  the  root. 

Using'  tho  method  described  (/'./.,  May  5,  1917,  p.  391),  this 
can  be  seen  quite  easily  in  the  root  of  the  carrot  or  turnip. 
The  carrot  is  tho  better  example.  If  a  transverse  slice  is  taken 
somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the  carrot,  tho  centre  will  bo 
seen  to  be  composed  of  translucent  rays  and  yellow,  opaque  rays ; 
these  latter  are  the  woody  part  of  the  root,  in  which  the  \argi- 
cells  or  vessels  can  be  soeij  with  a  lens.  Tlien  comes  a  ring  <jI 
green  tissue,  which  is  the  bast  or  phloem,  and  outside  is  thu 
reddish  cortex.  In  the  turnip  the  similar  central  disposition  of 
the  woody  tissue  gives  place  to  a  peripheral  distribution  at  the 
base  of  the  swollen  part,  which  has,  therefore,  the  structure  of 
a  stem,  and  is  really  the  transition  region  between  stem  and  root, 
which  is  known  as  the  liypocotyl.  In  the  carrot  this  transition 
region  is  very  short,  and  is  at  the  very  top  of  tho  swollen 
portion. 

The  chief  functions  of  the  root  are  anchorage  and  the  supply 
to  the  leaves,  through  the  stem,  of  water  containing  salts  in 
solution.  There  are  two  chief  varieties  of  anchoring  mechanisms. 
The  first  is  the  single-cable  mechanism  seen  in  the  so-called 
tap-roots  of  the  carrot,  bean  seedlings,  and  many  other  plants. 
The  other  is  a  system  of  numerous  cables.  Tho  first  corresponds- 
to  the  single  anchor  dropped  from  a  ship  in  deep  water,  with 
plenty  of  room  to  swing  on  the  cable,  while  the  second  corre- 
sponds to  the  double  anchorage  of  a  ship  in  shallow  water, 
where  there  is  a  danger  of  grounding  when  the  ship  swings  with 
the  tide.  The  second  type  of  root  is  known  as  fibrous,  and  occurs 
where  the  soil  is  shallow  or  where  the  roots  do  not  penetrate 
to  any  considerable  depth.  Mature  beans,  by  developing  a 
system  of  branch  roots,  which  spread  more  or  less  horizontally, 
acquire  this  second  type,  and  monocotyledons  develop  secondary 
roots  at  even  o.ji'  earlier  stage. 

The  second  function  of  the  root,  the  acquiring  of  soil  solutions, 
is  carried  out  by  the  root-hairs.  These  delicate  structures  may 
be  seen  easily  near  the  apex  of-any  seedling  plant,  but  a  few 
mustard  or  cress  seeds,  sown  on  damp  cotton  wool,  will  show 
them  very  markedly.  They  are  usually  torn  or  rubbed  off  when 
a  plant  is  pulled  up  from  the  soil,  and  the  wilting  of  plants  after 
transplanting  continues  until  a  new  set  of  root-hairs  has 
developed. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  fibrous-root  system  has  a  wider  field  in 
which  to  acquire  the  necessary  solutions,  and  there  is  an 
interesting  contra.st  in  the  formation  of  the  leaves  in  plants 
with  different  root  systems.  Rain  falling  on  the  leaves  usually 
runs  off  into  the  soil,  and  so  towards  the  roots,  and  in  plants 
with  fibrous-root  systems,  such  as  Tropceolum,  the  leaves  are 
go  arranged  that  the  water  runs  off  them  at  some  distance  from 
the  main  stem ;  while  in  those  plants  which  have  tap-roots,  such 
as  the  dandelion,  the  leaves  are  arranged  so  that  the  water 
runs  down  the  leaves  to  the  base  and  into  the  ground  close  to 
the  main  stem.  The  maximum  amount  of  water  is  thus  directed 
towards  the  proper  region  for  utilisation  bv  the  roots. 

Apart  from  the  central  disposition  of  the  mechanical  tissue, 
roots  can  be  distinguished  from  stems  by  the  absence  of  leaves. 
In  underground  stems,  such  as  rhizomes  and  tubers,  the  leaves 
are  reduced  to  scale  leaves,  and  serve  the  student  as  distin- 
guishing marks  between  creeping  roots  and  underground  stems. 
Another  distinction  is  that  whereas  the  tip  of  the  stem  is  usually 
occupied  by  a  bud,  the  tip  of  the  root  ends  in  a  shielding 
structure,  usually  brown  and  scaly,  which  protects  the  dcUcate 
tissue  of  the  root  apex  from  injury  as  it  pushes  its  way  through 

the  soil.  ,  .     ,  .    ,  -lu 

In  woods  the  foliage  is  arranged  in  three  mam  layers,  wittt 
the  tree  foliage  uppermost,  the  herbaceous  fohage  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  foliage  of  tho  undershrubs  forming  an  intermediate 
layer.  In  the  soil  a  corresponding  layering  of  the  roots  takes 
place,  but  in  the  reverse  order,  so  that  the  three  sets  of  plant 
growth  do  not  compete  with  each  other  for  the  water  supply  of 
the  soil,  just  as  they  do  not  compete  to  any  extent  for  tha 
oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide  supply  of  the  air. 
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SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL 

Sparteine  More  Soluble  in  Cold  than  in  Hot  Water. 

The  solubility  of  sparteine  in  water  decreases  as  the  tem- 
perature rises.  The  least  elevation  of  temperature  in  a  solution 
saturated  in  the  cold  causes  a  turbidity,  which  disappears  on 
cooling.  The  presence  of  sodium  carbonate  increases  the  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  phenomenon  to  such  a  degree  as  to  afford  e. 
delicate  test  for  the  identification  of  the  base.  The  following 
test  serves  to  distinguish  sparteine  sulphate  :  — A  1 :  10  aqueous 
solution  of  this  salt,  prepared  at  ordinary  temperatures,  is  mixed 
with  an  equal  volume  of  1 : 10  sodium  carbonate  solution.  The 
tube  containing  the  mixture  is  then  plunged  in  a  water-bath 
previously  heated  to  40°  C-,  when  it  gradually  becomes  milky. 
On  inxmersing  the  tube  in  cold  water,  the  solution  becomes  clear 
again.— Valeur  (/.  Pharm.  Chim.,  1917,  15,  359). 

Cnticism  of  the  Use  of  Superphosphates  in  Agriculture. 

The  author  strongly  criticises  the  employment  of  super- 
phosphates as  artificial  manure.  The  whole  of  the  phosphorug 
contained  in  plants  is  in  the  form  of  alkali  or  alkaline  earth 
phosphates,  and  possibly  combined  with  other  mineral  bases. 
When  soluble  and  insoluble  phosphates  are  eliminated,  the 
plant  contains  no  trace  of  any  othei*  phosphorus  compounds. 
Phytins,  consequently,  are  lacking.  Plants  do  not  absorb  mono 
or  dicalcium  phosphates,  known  as  superphosphates.  These 
salts  exert  a  retarding  action  on  germination  and  on  plant 
development.  Cereals  and  leguminous  plants  grown  in  soil 
fertilised  by  means  of  superphosphates  contain  less  total  phos- 
phorus than  those  from  contiguous  plots  grown  without  super- 
phosphates. Further,  superphosphate  destroys  seeds  when  it 
comes  into  direct  contact  with  them.  When  mineral  fertilisation 
is  needed,  it  is  best  to  apply  those  substances  which  the  plants 
themselves  contain.— N.  A.  Barbieri  (Gazz.  J.  Chem.  Soc,  1917, 
112,  [1],  312). 


Sensitiveness  of  Plants  to  Poisoning  with  Illuminating  Gas. 

Increasing  loss  of  plants  in  greenhouses  and  trees  in  streets 
in  American  towns  is  attributed  largely  to  coal  gas  poisoning. 
From  their  sensitiveness  in  this  respect  tomato  plants,  Salvia 
tplend'.hi.  Mimosa  pudica,  Iticinus  communis,  Datura 
stramonium,  and  Dianthus  caryophyllatus  are  recommended  as 
test  plants.  In  all  these,  except  the  carnation,  50  parts  of  coal 
gas  per  million  of  air  cause  epinastic  gro^Tth  of  petioles;  and 
the  flower  buds  of  carnations  wither  in  this  degree  of  atmospheric 
gas  pollution.  A  dilution  of  gas  1 : 1000  causes  the  leaves  of  all 
these  to  fall  off,  as  well  as  from  Coleus,  and  Hibiscus  rosa 
iinensit.  Ethylene  alone  gives  similar  results.  The  following 
plants  are  found  not  tc  be  affected  by  a  concentration  not 
exceeding  1 :  400  of  illumiLating  gas  in  air,  which  is  the  smallest 
amount  that  can  be  detected  by  smell : — Calladium  esculentum, 
Luxnnus  perennis,  Eriobotrya  japonica,  Phoenix  canaricnsis ; 
Cvnoeephfilw  ip-.  Carina,  Achyranthes  lindini,  AUernanthera  sp., 
Cytitui  canariensis,  and  species  of  Polypodium.  Many  trees, 
including  elder,  ash,  elm,  hme,  and  catalpa,  are  very  sensitive 
to  gas  escaping  into  the  soil  Simple  tests  are  detailed  by  means 
of  the  above-named  gas-sensitve  plants  to  detect  small  amounts 
of  atmospheric  contamination. — S.  L.  Doubt  {Bot,  Gaz.  :  Chem. 
Abstr.,  1917,  II,  1,447). 


Mycodextrane,  a  New  Polysaccharide  in  Penicilium  Expan- 
sum. 

After  pressing  the  material  at  350  kilos  per  square  Cm.,  dried, 
and  then  extracted  with  boiling  water,  the  aqueous  extract,  puri- 
fied by  re-solution  in  hot  wat«r  and  cooUng,  washing  the  precipi- 
tate with  alcohol  and  ether,  a  white  powder  is  obtained,  which  is 
the  new  carbohydrate  mycodextrane.  It  is  closely  related  to  the 
•ubstance  extracted  by  Belfcz  from  the  spores  of  Elaphomyces 
granvUitns,  and  erroneously  named  "  mycoinulin."  Myco- 
dextrane swells  in  cold  water  and  dissolves  to  a  clear  solu- 
tion on  heating,  from  which  it  is  reprecipitated  on  cooling. 
It  is  readily  soluble  in  NaOH  solution  and  in  HCl,  but  not 
In  AmOH  HC,H,0„  nor  Na,00,.  It  is  precipitated  from 
solution  in  NaOH  on  passing  in  a  current  of  CO,.  The  hot 
aqueous  solutiom  is  not  precipitatefl  by  tannin,  nor  by 
PMCjHjOj),.  It  is  not  coloured  by  I.  The  oD  of  the  solu- 
tion in  N/lONaOH  is  -f  251°.  By  acid  hydrolysis  it  is  con- 
verted entirely  into  glucose.  Amylolytic  enzymes  have  no 
action  on  mycodextrane.  It  somewhat  resembles  the  carbo- 
hydrate of  Iceland  moss,  but  differs  from  this  in  its  rotatory 
action.  It  differs  from  Winterstoin's  para-isodextrano  in 
B■i^•ing  no  blue  colour  with  I,  and  in  general  properties  it  is 
distinct  from  any  known  carbohydrate. — A.  W.  Dox  and  R.  E. 
Neidig  (,/.  Siolog.  Chem.,  through  J.  Pharm.  Chim.,  1917,  15, 
34Bj. 


Alkaloids  of  Tobacco. 

If  Turkish  tobacco  waste  is  exhausted  with  water  and  the 
liquid  concentrated  in  a  vacuum,  a  residue  is  obtained  con- 
taining, in  addition  to  small  quantities  of  alkaloids  not  ^volatile 
in  stearn,  nicotine  and  isonicotine,  C.JIijN^,  which  forms  a 
viscous  liquid  with  a  strong  persistent  odour,  optically  inactive, 
boiling  point  293°,  specific  gravity  1-0934.— .Sf/iweiz.  Apoth.  Ztg., 
liv.,  593. 


A  Horinone  Theory  of  Root  Formation. 

Experiments  on  curvatures  induced  in  stems  of  Bryophyllum 
ealycinum,  with  and  without  a  single  leaf  left  on  near  the  base 
or  apex,  lead  to  the  suggestion  of  shoot  and  root-forming  sub- 
stances secreted  by  the  leaf  and  passed  upwards  to  produce 
leaves  and  downwards  to  produce  roots.  A  specific  substance 
(a  hormone)  for  the  production  of  geotropic  growth  is  suggested 
as  being  associated  or  identical  with  root-forming  hormone  in 
some  plants  and  with  the  shoot-forming  hormone  in  others.  On 
this  hypothesis  the  fact  that  in  certain  firs  a  horizontal  branch 
becomes  vertical  and  takes  over  the  functions  of  the  apex  of 
the  free,  when  the  tree  is  decapitated,  is  explained  by  the 
flow  of  the  (still  hypothetical)  geotropic  hormone  into  the  branch 
nearest  the  apex  inst-ead  of  the  apex  as  normally. — Jacques  Loeb 
(Bot.  Gaz.,  Vol.  LXIII.,  p  25,  1917). 


Botanical  Source  of  Siam  Benzoin. 

H.  Rordorf,  who  has  already  made  valuable  communications 
concerning  the  botanical  source  of  Siam  'benzoin,  now  describes 
ripe  fruits  of  the  tree.  These  were  sent  to  him  direct  from  Siam, 
and  are  not  identical  with  the  fruits  of  either  Styrax  Benzoin, 
Dryander,  or  S.  benzoides,  Craib.  The  illustration  that  most 
nearly  agrees  with  them  is  that  of  S.  Benzoin,  published  by 
Holmes,  but  distinct  differences  are  to  be  found.  Rordorf  there- 
fore proposes  the  name  siamensis,  Rordorf  for  the  tree.  The 
fruit  is  oval-spherical  with  a  slightly  oblique  apex,  2  5  to  3  0  Cm. 
long  and  20  to  2'5  Cm.  in  diameter,  dark  greyish-brown  in 
colour,  and  has  a  readily  detachable  stalk.  The  epicarp  contains 
resin-ducts  filled  with  an  orange-red  resin.  The  mesocarp  is 
hard  and  brittle,  about  1  Mm.  thick.  The  seed  is  ovoid,  bright 
lemon-yellow  in  colour  and  oily ;  it  is  provided  with  a  cordate 
depression,  whereas  in  Holmes's  illustration  above  referred  to 
it  is  pointed.  It  is  hoped  that  one  or  more  of  the  seeds  may 
be  induced  to  germinate,  and  the  plant  then  definitely  described. 
— Schwciz.  Apoth.  Ztg.,  liv.,  585. 


Drug  Assay. 

A  further  contribution  to  the  standardisation  of  drug  assays 
has  been  made  by  Hebeisen,  with  the  following  results:  — 
Cinchona  Bark. — It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  convert  the  alka- 
loids present  into  the  hydrochlorides  or  sulphates.  The  Swiss 
Pharmacopoeia  is  the  only  one  that  requires  this  to  be  done.  The 
Belgian,  German,  Hungarian,  Japanese,  Dutch,  and  Swedish 
Pharmacopoeias  liberate  the  alkaloids  with  an  alkali,  and  of 
these  the  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  only  one  that  gives  good 
results,  all  the  others  being  too  low.  The  method  of  the  Swiss 
Pharmacopceia  is  the  best.  Extract  of  Cinchona. — Here  again 
the  Swiss  method  is  the  best.  The  Belgian  gives  good  results, 
but  uses  too  much  material.  Liquid  Extract  and  Tincture  of 
Cinchona. — Here  again  the  Swiss  method  is  found  to  be  the  best. 
Areca  Nuts. — The  Swiss  method,  using  iodeosin  instead  of  hsema- 
toxylin,  gives  quick  and  accurate  results,  but  the  minimum 
required  oy  the  Pharmacopceia  (O'S  per  cent.)  is  decidedly  too 
high.  Anihraquinone  Drugs. — Tsohirch's  and  Warin's  colori- 
metric  determinations  are  the  best.  The  assay  may  be  carried 
out  as  follows,  without  any  expensive  colorimet.er : — Boil  0'5  Gm. 
of  the  finely  {jowderei  drug  with  50  C.c.  of  5  per  cent,  sulphuric 
acid  for  15  minutes  in  a  flask  provided  with  a  reflux  condenser. 
Cool  and  shake  the  liquid  (without  filtering)  with  successive  por- 
tions of  50  C.c.  of  ether  until  the  latter  is  colourless  and  does 
not  colour  dilute  solution  of  potash.  Free  the  aqueous  solution 
from  ether  and  repeat  the  boiling  and  shaking  out.  Unite  the 
ethereal  solutions  and  shake  with  200  C.c.  of  5  per  cent,  solution 
of  potash  until  the  latter  is  no  longer  coloured.  Mix  the  alkaline 
solutions,  make  up  to  500  C.c.  and  dilute  100  C.c.  of  the  mixture 
to  1  litre.  350  C.c.  of  this  diluted  solution  made  up  to  1  litre 
should  appear  distinctly  cherry-red  when  viewed  in  a  litre 
flask  standing  on  white  paper  and  possess  the  same  depth  of 
colour  as  an  alkaline  aloe-emodin  solution  1  in  1,000,000.  For 
aloes  the  method  must  be  modified  as  follows  : — Dissolve  1  Gm.  of 
aloes  in  50  C.c.  of  30  per  cent,  spirit,  shak^  out  with  benzene 
until  the  oxymethylanthraquinone  reaction  disappears;  then 
shake  the  benzene  solution  with  100,  50  and  50  C.c.  of  solution 
of  ammonia  ;  dilute  the  ammoniacal  solutions  to  1  litre  and  com- 
pare with  the  normal  solution.  (The  author's  results  appear  to 
require  efficient  confirmation,  for  which  purpose  the  original 
must  be  consulted.)— Schweiz.  Apoth.  Ztg.,  Iv.,  269. 
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REPORT  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETING. 

EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION.-On  August  25,  the  lady 
clieniists'  assistants  and  jiieiiibeis  of  this  Association  visited 
Linlithgow,  and  afterwards,  under  the-  leadership  of  Mr.  J. 
Rutherford  Hill,  had  a  Iwtanical  ramble  on  the  way  homo  to 
Edinburgh.  The  party  was  hospitably  entertained  at  Blackness 
by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Spence,  Lowvalley  House,  who  is  one  of  the 
okie.st  lady  cheinists  in  Scotland,  having  been  in  business  before 
1868,  and  at  Linlithgow  by  Jier  married  daughter,  Mrs.  Wood, 
who  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  first  women  in 
Scotland  to  pass  the  qualifying  e.\ajnination.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hill  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  these  two 
ladies.  Linlithgow,  evcrf  in  its  modernised  form,  remains  a 
treasury  of  hist^jric  interest  and  roniantio  association.  In  the 
course  of  their  round  of  inspection,  the  party  visited  the  ancient 
cross,  the  Council  Cliamber,  whore  the  ancient  standards  for 
weights  and  measures  and  other  antiquarian  objects  in  the 
museum  were  examined,  -the  Palace,  stately  and  graceful,  even 
as  a  ruin,  the  adjacent  loch,  and  the  Church  of  St.  Michael, 
all  celebrated  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's  "Marmion."  In  tlie  Church 
there  is  preserved  the  bottomless  coffin  used  to  bury  the  victims 
of  the  plague.  In  the  High  Street  attention  was  directed 
to  the  "  Waldie  Chloroform  Memorial,"  which  commemo- 
rates the  coruiection  with  the  discovery  of  chloroform 
as  an  an»st'lietic  of  Dr.  David  Waklie,  a  native  of 
the  ancient  burgh.  The  memorial  is  affixed  to  the  out- 
side wall  of  the  house  in  which  he  had  his  laboratory,  and  the 
text  of  the  mscription  appeared  in  the  P.  J..  June  12,  1915,  p.  815. 
This  pharmacy,  wJiich  Ihas  been  established  for  ovei-  a  centurv, 
IS  now  '.known  as  "  Chloroform  Pharmacy."  Mrs.  Wood's  phar- 
macy, where  the  party  were  entertained  to  tea,  has  a  local 
history.  An  old  lintel  in  the  building  beai\s  the  date  and 
initials  "  1696,  R.  S.  J.  F.."  and  the  edifice  stands  on  the  site 
of  the  dwelling  of  Henry  Forrest,  the  first  Lord  Provost  of  the 
burgh.  When,  in  1867,  the  old  building  >vas  demolished  by  the 
late  Dr.  Spence,  to  make  room  for  the  present  pharmacy,  there 
was  discovered  in  the  ceiling  of  one  of  the  rooms,  wliioh, 
according  to  tradition,  -was  used  as  a  club  or  rendezvous  for 
members  attending  the  Scottish  Parliament  in  the  Palace,  a 
number  of  heraldic  objects,  whicli  are  now  preserved  in  the 
Edinburgh  Antiquarian  Museum.  In  an  interesting  note  read 
to  the  party  reference  whs  made  to  an  entry  in  the  Burgh 
Rec-ords  (circa  1550),  which  bore  that  a  certain  Dr.  "  Dera  "— 
probably  one  of  the  many  Frenchmen  who  then  frequented  the 
Royal  Court— refused  to  attend  a  patient  until  a  national 
guarantee  had  been  given  to  him  absolving  him  from  all 
responsibility  in  the  event  of  the  patient's  death.  The  party 
were  delighted  with  their  visit,  which  was  unanimously  pro- 
nounced to  have  been  one  of 'the  most  successful  of  the  many 
notable  outings  of  the  Association. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

Liverpool.— Pharmaceutical  Committee's  Report. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Committee  of  Liverpool  have  issued  their 
report  for  the  year  1916-1917,  which  contains,  inter  alia,  the 
following  information:  — 

Checking  by  Pharmaceutical  -Soc/Xi/.— Having  regard  to  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  the  pricing  Avas  performed  by  the 
Bureau,  it  was  found  sufficient  to  undertake  a  sample  clieck 
only.  The  result  is  that  for  the  year '  1917  the  cost  to  the 
Committee  will  amount  to  £110—- a  saving  of  £80. 

Excessive  Prescribing.— In  June,  1916,  representatives  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  met  the  Panel  Committee,  when  the 
latter  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to  hold  an  investigation 
into  eighty-throe  cases  of  alleged  over-proscribing.  On  an 
appeal  being  made  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Panel  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  undertake  the  investigation.  No 
repoi-t  has,  however,  yet  been  submitted,  and  the  Panefl  Com- 
mittee is  now  being  pressed  for  such  rejiort. 

Medicatctl  Watirs.^Bmce  the  Pricing  Bureau  had  taken  up 
the  attitude  that  these  wat-ers  weix;  generally  supplied  "  ex 
concentratis,"  and  should  be  so  priced  for  the  months  of 
January  to  May.  the  prescriptions  for  those  months  contain- 
ing such  waters  had  to  be  repriced,  with  the  result  that  an 
addition  of  £343  was  made  to  chemists'  accounts,  and  the 
total  added  for  the  year  as  the  difference  betiveen  medicated 
waters  supplied  "ex  concentratis"  and  "  B.P."  amounted  to 
about  .£750. 

Formulury  and  Stock  Mixtures.— As  pharmaeists  are  aware, 
to  avoid  any  possibility  of  error,  the  Panel  Coninifttoe  has 


agreed  that  in  any  case  in  which  a  mixture  or  other  pre- 
paration IS  prescribed  for  an  insured  pei-»on  by  a  title  whioh 
IS  the  same  in  the  Liverpool  and  Bootle  Formulary  (1916) 
as  in  the  British  Pharmacopeia  or  British  Pharmacoutioal 
Codex,  the  mixtures,  etc.,  shall  be  dispensed  from  the  formula 
m  the  Liverpool  and  Bootlle  Formulary  (1916),  unless  the 
lttt«-s  "B.P.,"  "B.P.C.,"  or  '•  C.L."  are  added  by  the  practi- 
tioner after  the  title. 

The  attention  of  the  Panel  Committee  was  drawn  during 
the  yciar  to  the  fact  that  several  doctors  were  prescribing  "  stock 
mixtures,"  other  than  the  ten  selected,  by  short  title,  and  it 
hns  been  agreed  that  prescriptions  shall  bo  written  in  full  in 
aU  cases,  except  as  regards  mixtures,  etc.,  in  the  Liverp<iol  und 
Bootle  Forniulary  (1916),  the  British  Pharmacoiioeia,  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex,  or  any  of  the  ten  selected  "  stock  mix- 
tures." 

Sheffield. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  held  on 
August  22,  Mr.  A.  H.  Culveihousc,  Chairman,  the  report  of 
the  Central  Chocking  Bureau  on  the  pricing  of  the  April  Scrips 
by  the  Pricing  Bureau  was  considered,  and,  owing  to  the  un- 
satisfactory nature  of  the  pricing,  a  complete  check  of  the  April 
prescriptions  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  Central  Checking 
Bureau.  It  was  resolved  to  sui)port  the  "  Inquiries  Section 
Scheme"  of  the  Executive,  with  the  proviso  that  "  recruitiiiig 
problems  "  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IRELAND. 


Examinations.— October,  1917. 

Latest  dates  for  lodging  applications : — September  20,  for  the 
Preliminary  Examination ;  September  25,  for  the  Registered 
Druggist  Examination;  September  26.  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Licence  Examination;  October  1,  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Assistant  Examination.  Applications  should  be  lodged  with 
the  Regisitrar  by  11  a.m.  on  the  respective  dates. 

Annual  Election.— 1917. 

Intending  new  candidates  for  election  to  .seats  on  the  Council 
will  please  note  that  tlieir  nomination  papers  must  be  in  tli 
Registmr's  liand«  by  12  noon  on  Sep'^mber  17. 


TRADE  MARK  APPLICATIONS. 

From  the  Trade  Marks  Jounwl,  July  11,  1917. 
Design,  for  chemical  .substances  prepared  for  use  in  mtHiifine 
and  pharmacy.  Sydney  Francis  Body,  "  Body's  Pharmac  ies," 
167,  High  Street,  Southend-on-Sea ;  and  170,  Station  Road,  West- 
cliff -on-Sea,  pharmacist,  manufacturing  chemist  and  optician.. 
376,930. 

Design,  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  Adam  Calderwood  Henry,  19,  St.  Dunstan's 
Hill.  London,  E  C.  3,  drug  merchant.  377,708. 

Label,  for  an  ointment  for  human  use.  W.  and  S.  Drumniond, 
72,  Cambridge  Street,  Glasgow  West,  'Scotland,  medicine 
vendors.  378,027. 

"  Kalmine  Metadier,"  for  a  medicinal  preparation  of  dimethyl- 
amino-Pyrazoleno-Guarana  and  Theino  for  human  use.  Paul 
Eugene  Metadier,  53,  Rue  Nationale,  Tours,  France,  cIk  mist. 
378,347. 

"  Pastol,"  for  perfumery  (including  toilet  articles,  prepara- 
tions for  the  teeth,  and  perfumed  soap).  Naamlooze  Vennoot- 
schap  Eau  de  Cologne  Fabriek  voorheen  I.  C.  Boldoot,  Ljnge- 
straat  51,  Amsterdam,  Holland,  manufacturers.  376,677. 

"  tirisette,"  for  perfumery  (including  toilet  articles,  prejjara- 
tions  for  the  teeth  and  hair,  and  perfumed  soap).  Christr. 
Thomas  and  Brothers,  Limited,  Broad  Plain  .Soap  Works, 
Bristol,  manufacturers.  378,149. 

"  Sanitura,"  for  all  goods  included  in  Cla.ss  43.  John  Henry 
Bateman,  trading  as  J.  H.  Batcman,  6,  Great  St.  Helen's, 
London,  E.C.  3,  merchant.  378,199. 

"  Nowonna,"  Design,  for  toilet  creams  and  toilet  powders, 
all  included  in  Class  48.  Rufus  Flepworth,  84.  -Scotswood  Road 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  378,201. 

From  the  Trade  Marks  Journal,  August  1,  1917. 

Kensol,  for  disinfectants,  but  not  including  disinfectant  sea 
F.  Kendall  and  Son.  Ltd.,  the  Chemical  Works,  Birmingha 
Road.  Stratford-on-Avon,  Warwickshire,  brewers'  ch<imis 
378,174. 
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Kestrel,  for  veterinary  preparations  includerl  in  Class  2. 
Samuel  Grav,  Downhill.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  gamekeeper. 
573,208. 

Design  for  all  good?  iiicluded  in  Class  3.  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  in  Basle,  141-227,  Klvbeckstrasse,  Basle,  Switzerland, 
iiianufactiirei's  and  merchants.  377,853. 

Vegetable  Salts,  Vo.irsal  brand.  Design  for  prepared  ve,q:e- 
table  sails  for  use  as  metlicines  for  man.  Montagu  Summers, 
52.  New  Broad  Street,  tiondon.  E.C.2,  prepared  vegetable  mer- 
chant. 378,406. 

Kenrosa,  for  toilet  preparations  included  in  Class  48.  Ernest 
William  Keen  and  Charles  Rose,  trading  in  co-partnership,  13, 
Bridle  Lane,  London,  W.l,  hairdressers"  sundriesmen.  378,479. 

Polmar,  for  perfumery,  Paul  Marks  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  23  and 
24.  Old  Bailey,  London,  E.C.4,  fancy  goods  manufacturers  ^nd 
perfume  specialists.  378,676. 

.4ryan,  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  48.  Gerard  Brothers, 
Ltd.,  Soa;p  Works,  near  Gauntley  Street,  New  Basford,  Notting- 
i;am,  soap  makere.  378.686. 

Jicky,  378.779.  Superduici,  378,783.  Quand  Vient  I'Ete, 
373,785.  L'Heure  Bleiie,  for  perfumery  (including  toilet  articles, 
preparations  for  the  teeth  and  hair,  and  perfumed  soap). 
Society  Guerlain,  68,  Champs  Elysees,  Paris.  France,  net- 
fuuiers.  378,786.- 


COMPAiW  iNTiiLLiGE.NCfc.. 


Francis  Halden,  Ltd.— Capital,  £1,000  in  £1  shares.  Objects: 
Chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  and  dealers  in  photographic 
materials.  Signatories  (each  with  one  .share): — Mrs.  Melanie, 
Maria  Isabelle  Halden,  Halden  House.  High  Possil,  Glasgow; 
Alex.  S.  Pool,  9,  Skirving  Street.  Shawlands.  Glasgow,  pharma- 
cht.  Registered  office.  100,  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 
Private  company. 

Essona  Perfumery  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital,  £1,000  in  2,000  o:dinary 
shares  of  Is.  each,  and  900  1^  per  cent,  cumulative  preference 
shares  of  £1  each.  Objects :  Manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
perfumery,  toiler,  articles,  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.  Signatories 
(each  with  one  share) :— A.  F.  Money  Hicks,  Essona  Works, 
Haydon's  Bridge,  Wimbledon,  S.W. "  19,  manufacturing  per- 
fumer; Mrs.  G.  Hicks,  253,  Queen's  Road.  Wimbledon,  S.W.  19. 
The  first  directors  are  A.  F.  Money  Hicks  (managing  director 
for  lifeJ,  and  Mrs.  G.  Hicks.  Registered  office.  Essona  Works, 
EUydon's  Bridge,  Wimbledon,  S.W.  19.    Private  company. 

Boralcum,  Ltd. — Capital,  £100  in  £1  shares.  Objects:  Manu- 
facturing, analytical,  and  consulting  chemists,  perfumers,  dry- 
s.'ilters,  oil  and  colourmen,  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  medi- 

iies,  proprietary  articles,  soaps,  oils,  dyes,  and  dental  and 
irgical  goods,  et«.  Signatories  (each  with  one  share) : — G.  H. 
Burroughs,  58,  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  wholesale  chemist ; 
G.  H.  Burroughs,  junr..  The  Knowle,  Pine  Walks.  Prenton. 
Birkenhead,  wholesale  chemist.    First  directors  a:e  to  be  ap- 

.inted  by  the  subscribers.    Solicitors,    Shierwater  and  E.  D. 

.  mond,  5,  Harrington  Street.  Liverpool.    Private  company. 

McMaster,  Hodgson,  and  Co.,  Ltd.--Capital.  £15,000  in  7.500 
preference  sliares,  and  7.5D0  ordinary  shares  of  £1  each.  Objects  : 
•  To  take  over  the  businoes  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  druggist 
and  oil  criisher,  carried  on  by  R.  Middlcton,  as  ifcMaster, 
Hodgson,  and  Co.,  at  121-122,  Capel  Street,  and  at  Anglrsea 
Row  and  Henrietta  Lane,  all  in  Dublin,  and  at  Ashdown  Mills, 
Co.  Dublin.  Signatories  (each  with  one  share) : — J.  Middleton, 
75,  St.  Laurence  Road.  Dublin,  wholesale  merchant ;  W.  R, 
Richards,  Tan-otella,  Sandymount  Avenue,  Dublin,  commercial 
traveller.  The  first  directors  are  J.  R.  Middletoh,  W.  J.  G. 
^Vebb,  H.  H.  Quingley.  and  J.  Wm.  Middleton.  Registered 
ffice.  121  and  122,  Capel  Street,  Dublin.    Private  company. 

Capron   Neutral  Sulphate  of  Ammonia   Syndicate,  Ltd.— 

ipital,  £1.000  in  £1  share?.  Objects:  To  take  over  the 
Cajiron  process  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  and  importers  of, 
dealers  in  and  agents  for  chemicals,  manures,  dyes,  ammoniacal 
liquor  and  residual  products,  etc.  Agreement  Ijetween 
F.  Capron,  H.  Azancot,  and  H.  Scale  of  the  fi:st  pait ;  E.  Robson, 
F.  Cumbers,  and  C.  G.  Davis  of  the  second  part,  and  the  com- 
pany of  the  third  part.  .Signatories  (each  with  one  share) : — 
E.  Robson.  28.  Avenue  Read,  Regent's  Park,  X.W..  manufac- 
turer: F.  Cumbers,  17,  Compayne  Gardens.  West  Hami)stoad, 
N.W..  printing  ink  manufacturers.  The  first  direef.ors  are  F. 
Capron  (Spaniard),  S.  H.  Azancot  (Portuguese),  H.  S.  Scale 
(Fr»ri<h),  and  F.  Cumbers,  O.  G.  Davis,  and  A.  L.  CTollins  (aU 
British).  Registered  office,  Windsor  Hou«e.  King'way,  W.C.  2. 
Private  csompany. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 

Saccharin  Solution  as  a  Sugar  Substitute.— Dr.  K.  R.  Wat- 
son, Leeds  University,  recommends  saccharin  .solution  in  pre- 
ference to  solid  forms  of  it  as  a  sugar  sub.stitute.  He  estimate* 
that  it  would  bo  as  dhea,p  as  sugar  at  3d.  or  4d.  a  lb. 

Reported  Discovery  of  Platinum  in  Alaska.— The  reported 
<liscovery  of  platinum  in  Alaska  has  aroused  the  keenest  interest, 
and  stimulated  the  U.S.A.  Government  agencic;;  to  ixist  hasto 
activity  in  the  hope  of  raising  sufficient  C(uantities  of  this  metal, 
more  precious  than  gold,  to  meet  the  war  needs  of  the  Allies. 
The  world  shortage  of  platinum  is  so  acute  that,  s:noe  tho 
outbreak  of  war,  it  has  soa/red  in  price  from  £9  to  £21  per  oz. 
War  uses  of  platinum  include  its  function  in  the  manufacture  of 
sulphuric  acid,  and  the  tipping  of  cxintact  points  of  the  ignition 
system  of  aeroplanes,  automobiles,  and  telephone  and  telcgrapii 
instruments.  Substitutes  for  it  are  now  available  in  the  pro- 
duction of  sulphuric  acid,  but  it  is  irreplaceable  for  other  uses. 

Traders  on  Food  Control  Committees. — In  a  circular  letter 
addressed  to  certain  Local  Authorities,  Lord  Rhondda,  referring 
to  the  representations  received  by  him  that  in  many  cases  the 
appointments  made  to  Food  Control  Committees  include  a 
majority  of  traders  engaged  in  the  business  of  food  supply, 
expresses  the  belief  that  a  public  body  would  not  put  on  such 
committees  any  person  whose  personal  disinterestedness  was 
not  above  question.  He  adds,  however,  that  the  presence  of 
an  undue  number  of  traders  on  any  committee  may  in  itself 
cause  a  lack  of  confidence  among  the  consumers  whose  interests- 
they  are  to  protect,  and  suggests,  in  cases  where  there  is  a 
preponderance  of  traders  on  a  committee  that  the  Local 
Authority  should  consider  the  desirability  of  a  change  in  the 
proposed  constitution  of  the  committee,  to  ensure  that  it  begins- 
its  work  with  the  full  confidence  of  the  publir 

Control  of  Explosive  Oils. — On  and  after  October  1  no  persoa 
may  supply  or  accept  delivery-  of  crude  benzol,  crude  naphtha,  or 
light  oils  containing  recoverable  quantities  of  benzol  or  toluol 
except  by  licence  issue-d  by  the  Ministry  of  Munitions,  or  by 
previous  contract.  For  all  purposes  of  the  Order  the  follow- 
ing expressions  shall  have  the  following  meanings: — Crudo 
benzol"  and  "crude  naphtha"  shall  mean  crude  benzol  and 
crude  naphtha  obtained  by  distillation  of  coal  tar  or  extracted 
from  coal  gas,  including  'benzolised  wash-oil  before  separation 
of  the  crude  benzol.  "  Light  oils  "  shall  mean  light  oils  ob- 
-tained  by  the  distillation  of  coal  tar.  Fiims  and  others  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  these  oils,  and  all  interested, 
should  communicate  with  the  Director  of  Raw  Materials 
Supply,  Ministry  of  Munitions,  Department  of  Explosives' 
Supplies,  Storey's  Gate,  London,  S.W. 

Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.— According  to  the  second 
report  of  the  Pi-ivy  Council  Committee,  they  have  approved  of 
recommendations  of  aid  to  forty-four  scientific  investigations  of 
industrial  importance,  but  owing  to  limitations  imposed  by  the 
war,  the  Committee  were  unable  to  expend  more  than  £14,524 
out  of  £40,0J0  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  financial  yeaj.- 
1916-17.  Researches'  Iwive  been  prosecuted  into  a  variety  of 
subjects,  including  glass,  optical  and  other.  Three  completely 
new  kinds  of  glass  have  been  discovered  by  Professor  Jackson, 
K.B.E.  (a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  England  and  Wales),  who  has  been  investi- 
gating tliis  subject  with  the  aid  of  the.  Glass  Research  Committee 
of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  A  research  on  light  alloys 
(aluminium,  zinc,  and  copper)  is  expected  to  be  of  the  utrnost 
importance  to  the  future  of  aeronautics.  A  new  hard  porcelain 
has  been  produced,  and  researches  into  the  recovery  of  tin  are 
likely  to  save  the  Cornish  tin  indu.-?try  £30,000  a  year. 

A  New  Culture  Medium  for  Gonococcus. — In  a  preliminary 
note  on  this  subject  {British  Medical  Journal),  Capt.  D.  Thom- 
son recommends,  as  being  free  from  the  defects  of  cultures 
prepared  from  trypsiniscd  pea-extract  and  hlood-agar,  the 
following  medium  :— Prepare  nutrient  agar  (2-5  per  cent.)  m 
the  ordinary  wav  with  bouillon  and  Witte's  peptone  (3  Per 
cent.),  and  render  it  +  b  acid.  Instead  of,  as  is  usual,  adding 
to  this  0  5  per  cent,  sodium  chlorids,  add  all  the  salts  natural 
to  the  human  blood  (as  in  Ringer's  solution),  namely :— Sodium 
chloride,  9  Gms.  ;  calcium  chloride.  0  25  Gm.  ;  and  potassium 
chloride,  0  42  Gm.  per  litre.  Add  glucose,  2-5  per  cent.  The 
nutrient  agar,  with  salts  and  glucose,  is  then  tubed,  about 
4  C.cm.  being  added  to  each  tube.  The  sterile  tubea  agar  is 
melted  in  boiling  water,  and  after  allowing  it  to  cool  to  about 
50°  G.,  add  1  C.cm.  human  plasma  to  each  tube,  and  mix 
thoroughly  by  rolling  the  tube  between  the  palms.  Allow  the 
medium  to  solidify  in  a  sloping  position.  The  method  of 
obtaining  human  "plasma  is  described  in  the  article.  Strong 
growths  of  gonococci  can  be  raised  on  this  culture  medium. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday,  Sectkmber  6,  1917. 
So  far  as  active  business  is  concerned  the  market  Ls  still 
rather  quiet,  but  there  is  a  fair  undercurrent  of  inquiries. 
Important  changes  in  quotations  are  few  in  number,  but  the 
general  upward  tendency  of  prices  continues.  Japanese  re- 
fined Camphor  has  been  marked  up,  and  English  refined  is 
very  firm.  Quinine  is  quiet  and  without  quotable  change  in 
price.  The  ea.sier  tendency  in  the  prices  of  Benzoic  Acid  and 
Sodium  Benzoate  continues.  Phenacetin  is  firm  on  the  spot, 
but  is  offea-ed  from  the  United  States  at  lower  prices. 
Bromides  are  firm  and  in  good  demand.  A  steady  business 
is  being  done  in  Iodides  at  current  prices.  There  is  nothing 
new  to  report  with  regard  to  Saccharin,  the  value  of  which 
is  firmly  maintained.  Further  business  is  reported  in 
Eucalyptus  Oil  at  the  advanced  rates.  American  Peppermint 
Oil  is"  again  rather  dearer.  Menthol  is  firm.  The  tendency 
of  Pheiuizone  is  somewhat  firmer.  Second-hand  offers  of 
Acetylsalicylic  Acid  more  closely  approximate  to  maicers' 
higher  prices. 

Higher. — Japanese  Refined  Camphor,  American  Pepper- 
mint Oil,  Cassia  Oil. 

Firmer.— Qiir'ic  Acid,  Phenazone,  Acetylsalicylic  Acid. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid.— Rather  firmer  at  14s.  9d.  to  15s.  per  lb. 
Almond  Oil.— Firm  at  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  English 
pressed. 

Atropine. — Value  of  the  Sulphate  is  firmly  maintained  at 
120s.  per  oz. 

Attar  of  Roses. — Any  pre-war  stock  available  is  worth  100s. 
or  over  per  oz. 

Barbitone. — ^The  scarcity  is  still  noticeable  and  the  value 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  110s.  per  lb. 

Benzoic  Acid. — ^The  easier  tendency  continues ;  Benzoic 
Acid  is  offered  at  21s.  for  spot  and  the  Soda  Salt  at  19s.  per 
lb.  spot  and  17s.  to  come  forward. 

Bergamot  Oil. — Unchanged  at  21s.  per  lb. 

Borax. — Unchanged  at  37s.  for  crystals  and  38s.  for  powder. 

Boric  Acid. — Unchanged ;  crystals,  62s  ;  powder,  64s. 

Bromides. — Continue  firm  at  6s.  6d.  for  the  Potassium  Salt 
^granules)  and  6s.  9d.  (crystals). 

Calcium  Glycerophosphate.— Offered  at  lis.  to  lis.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Camphor. — Japanese  refined  is  again  dearer  at  3s.  6d.  per 
lb.  for  slabs,  up  to  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  2di  for  tablets  on  the  spot. 
English  refined  is  very  fii-m. 

Caraway  Oil. — 22s.  per  lb.  to  come  forward. 

Carbolic  Acid. — ^The  price  is  about  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  frofn 
dealers,  subject  to  the  usual  restrictions. 

Cassia  Oil. — Again  dearer  at  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per 
cent. 

Citric  Acid. — Rather  firmer  at  about  3s.  4d.  ner  lb. 
Citronella  Oil. — Firm  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  Ceylon. 
Clove  Oil.— Firm  at  IDs.  3d.  ,per  lb. 

Cocaine. — There  seems  to  be  practically  nothing  offering  on 
the  spot,  and  prices  are  nominal. 

Codeine. — Unchanged  at  25s.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  crystal 
Alkaloid  ;  Salts  of  Codeine  are  quoted  22s.  per  oz. 

Coriander  Seed. — New  crop  is  offered  at  62s.  per  cwt. 

Cummin  Seed. — Value  is  about  67s.  6d. 

Dill  Seed. — Offered  at  55s.  or  a  little  under. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — Firm,  with  further  business  reported  at 
2s.  9d.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Fennel  Seed. — About  50s.  per  cwt. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — Value  is  about  £40. 

(juaiacol  Carbonate. — 132s.  to  135s.  per  lb.  is  quoted. 

Hexamlne. — Quiet  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Iodides. — A  steady  business  is  passing  at  current  prices. 

Lemongrass  Oil. — Firm  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 


Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Menthol. — Firm  at  13s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  "  Kobayashi  "  and/or 
"Suzuki  "  on  the  spot. 

Milk  Sugar. — Firm  at  360s.  to  360s.  for  Dutch  or  American. 

Morphine. — Home  trade  requirements  only  are  being  filled 
at  133.  6d.  per  oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride  Powder. 

Opium. — The  situation  is  unchanged;  druggists'  is  practic- 
ally unobtainable ;  good  Persian  is  available  at  about  56s. 
per  lb. 

Orange  Oil. — Unchanged  at  about  lis.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Dearer  at  19s.  6d.  for  H.G.H.  and  14s.  9d. 
for  Wayne  County.  Japanese  dementholised  is  firm  at  3s.  6d. 
to  3s.  9d.  for  "Kobayashi"  and/or  "Suzuki." 

Phenacetin. — Firm  on  the  sipot  at  about  74s.  to  75s.  per  lb. ; 
for  forward  delivery  (about  October)  there  are  offers  at  64s. 

Phenazone. — The  tendency  is  rather  firmer,  value  being 
about  60s.  per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein. — Value  is  about  85s.  to  90s.  per  lb. 

Pilocarpine. — Unchanged  at  27s.  6d.  for  the  Hydrochloride 
and  25s.  6d.  for  the  Ndtr.iAe. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — Anything  available  fetches  14s. 
to  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — ^There  is  ipractically  no  change  in  the  situation, 
and  2s.  lO^d.  per  oz.  is  about  the  price  of  Continent'al  brands 
of  the  Sulphate. 

Resorcin. — 80s.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  spot ;  this  price  might 
be  shaded. 

Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron. — B  P.  1914  is  quoted  9d. 
per  lb.  for  56-lb.  lots. 

Saccharin. — Firm  at  380s.  to  400s.  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — Continue  very  firm ;  the  value  of  Salicylic 
Acid  is  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  and  of  Sodium  Salicylate  9s.  6d.  for 
spot. 

Salol. — About  unchanged  at  10s.  9d.  to  lis.  per  lb. 
Sparteine. — ^I'here  are  apparently  no  offers. 
Star  Aniseed  Oil.— Firm  at  3s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship  " 
brand. 

Strychnine. — ^Firm  at  3s.  lid.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  Crystal, 
3s.  9d.  for  the  Hydrochloride,  4s.  5d.  for  the  Nitrate,  and 
3s.  8d.  for  the  Sulphate. 

Sulphonal. — ^There  are  offers  at  41s.  to  42s.  per  lb.  , 

Trional. — ^The  value  is  about  58s.  to  60s.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Quiet  at  about  45s.  for  Bengal  and  52s.  6d.  for 
Madras  finger. 

Vanidin. — Ratiier  quiet  at  44s.  per  lb. 


Olive  Oil. — According  to  information  received  by  a  con- 
temiporary  from  Florence,  the  estimated  yield  of  olives  for  all 
Italy  for  tihe  year  1916  was  1,150,047  short  tons,  as  compared 
witih  1,125,411  tons  in  1915,  and  a  seven-year  average  of 
1,163,712  tons.  It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  of  Olive  Oil 
will  amount  i6  46,010,237  gallons,  as  compared  witih  39,969,600 
gallons  in  1915,  and  a  seven-year  average  of  46,652,960  gallons. 
The  estimated  yield  of  olives  in  the  Department  of  Emilia 
and  Tuscany,  comprising  the  Florence  and  Leghorn  consular 
distriots,  was  79,569  short  tons,  compared  with  168,321  tons 
in  1915,  and  a  seven-year  average  of  112,514  tons.  The  yield 
of  oil  LS  estimated  at  3,183,153  gallons,  compared  with 
5,926,800  gallons  in  1915,  and  a  seven-year  average  of  4,363,920 
gallons.  The  olive  crop  was  a  failure  in  Tuscany.  In 
general,  there  was  a  short  crop  in  northern  and  central  Italy, 
but  the  situation  was  saved  by  the  crop  in  the  department 
of  Puglie,  wlhicfh  was  four  times  that  of  1915  and  double  its 
average.  In  lieu  of  seed  and  lubricating  oils  from  foreign 
countries  a  more  extensive  use  is  made  of  Olive  Oil.  As  a 
consequence,  prices  of  Olive  Oil  in  this  district  range  at  from 
280  to  340  lire  per  quint,il  of  220.46  lbs.,  or  about  32  cents 
to  40  cents  a  quart  in  wiholesale  quantities,  depending  upon 
the  quality  and  place  of  sale.  The  exportation  of  Olive  Oil 
to  foreign  countries  is  forbidden,  but  in  the  eleven  month* 
ended  November  30,  1916,  there  was  exported  by  special 
permit  10,320  short  tons,  of  whidh  3,302  tons  were  refined  oU ; 
this  compares  with  exports  of  43,510  tons  in  1915  and  35,503 
tons  in  1914.  During  the  same  period  importa  of  Olive  Oil 
from  Spain  amounted  to  19,192  tons. 
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BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Bovril  Bonus  Scheme. — Owing  to  the  shortage  of  paper, 
Bovril,  Limited,  have  decided  not  to  issue  the  usual  circulars 
relating  to  their  bonus  scheme  this  year.  This  year's  scheme 
is  exactly  the  same  as  last  year's,  except  that  the  commencing 
date  is  September  10.  At  about  the  end  of  September  window 
bills  will  be  forwarded  to  all  those  retailers  who  bought  Bovril 
under  bonus  conditions  last  year. 

Leicester  Municipal  Technical  School :  Special  Pharmaceutical 
Course. — This  first,  second  and  third  year  course,  wiiich  is  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  S.  S.  Squires,  Ph.C,  will  open  on  September  24. 
The  subjects  are  Inorganic  Chemistry,  theoretical,  practical,  and 
special ;  Botany,  Elementary  Physics,  Materia  Medica  and  Dis- 
pensing, Prescription  Reading,  and  Pharmacy  and  Practical 
ponsing.  Forms  of  entry,  prospectus,  and  all  information  can 
bo  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  R.  T.  B.  Edge,  at  the 
School. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Percy  Tighe,  son  of  Mr.  J.  \T.  Tighe,  pharmacist,  of  Exeter, 
has  just  recently  been  awarded  the  Military  Medal  for  distin- 
guished conduct. 

Mr.  T.  Owens,  M  P  S.,  F.S.M.C.,  D.B.O.A.,  F  LO.,  of  126, 
Oldham  Road,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester,  has  taken  premises 
adjoining  his  pharmacy,  which  after  the  necessary  alterations 
will  be  used  as  waiting  and  sight-testing  rooms. 

Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner,  Ph.C,  manager  for  Mr.  H.  G. 
Fletcher,  Eckington,  near  Sheffield,  has  accepted  the  post  of 
manager  with  Messrs.  Eldred  and  Inge,  chemists.  High  Street, 
Winchester.  Mr.  Turner  was  for  many  years  Principal  of  the 
Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy,  The  Moor. 

Corporal  W.  Ford,  of  the  Royal  Scots — who  has  been  awarded 
the  Military  Medal  for  bravery  in  a  bombing  raid — prior  to  the 
war  was  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark,  and 
Comjvany,  chemists,  Edinburgh.  He  is  only  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  joined  the  fighting  forces  early  in  the  war, 

Mr.  Philip  F.  Rowsell,  J.P.,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
Devon  Insurance  Committee.  Mr.  Rowsell,  since  its  fonna- 
tion,  has  been  chairman  of  the  Medical  Benefits  Sub-Committee, 
and  in  an  outstanding  measure  responsible  for  the  smooth 
working  of  the  Act  in  Devon. 

Second-Lieut.  Arthur  Wright  Lupton,  Yorkshire  Light 
Infantry,  pharmacist,  has  been  awarded  the  Military  Cross  for 
■  conspicuous  gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty.  Although 
wounded  before  cur  attack  commenced,  and  suffering  from  loss 
of  blood,  he  took  his  guns  forward  to  his  final  objective,  and 
placed  them  in  position  before  returning  to  the  dressing  station." 
His  elder  brother.  Sergeant  J.  H.  Lupton,  R.A.M.C.,  is  dis- 
penser in  an  Indian  Hospital  in  Mesopotamia. 

Sergeant  R.  S.  Cappell,  elder  son  of  Mr.  Robert  Cappell, 
pharmacist,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  was  awarded  the  Military  Medal 
on  August  1,  for  meritorious  work  done  on  the  night  of  July 
29-30.  Sergeant  Cappell,  who  is  attached  to  the  Royal  Engineers, 
K  .Special  Company  (Gas),  enlisted  in  the  Cameron  Highlanders 
in  September,  1914,  when  only  16  years  of  age.  He  has  evidently 
inherited  the  military  spirit  from  his  paternal  grandfather,  who 
served  in  the  Indian  Mutiny,  taking  i>art  in  the  relief  of  Luck- 
now,  and  in  the  Persian  Wars.  ^ 

Flight-Lieut.  Henry  M'Clelland,  R.N.A.S.,  son-in-law  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Butteifield,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Market  Street, 
Darwcn,  has  been  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  for 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  Near  East.  The  official  announce- 
ment of  the  exploit  is  as  follows: — "In  recognition  of  his 
services  on  the  night  of  July  9,  1917,  when  a  successful  attack 
waa  carried  out  against  the  Turkish-Gemnan  fleet  lying  off  Con- 
stantinople. When  the  '  Gooben,'  surrounded  by  warships  (in- 
cluding submarines)  had  been  located,  the  attack  was  made 
from  a  height  of  800  feet.  Direct  hits  were  obtained  on  the 
'  Goeben,'  and  on  the  other  enemy  ships  near  her.  Big 
explosions  took  place  on  board  them,  followed  by  a  heavy  con- 
flagration. The  War  Office  at  C'on.stantinople  was  also  attacked, 
and  a  direct  hit  obtained." 


Clarke,-  On  September  3,  at  The  Pharmacy,  Bedwas,  the 
uife  of  F.  Clarke,  pharmacist — a  daughter. 

Culbert.— On  August  25,  at  Bal-na-Craig,  Airdrie,  the  wifo 
of  W.  Spcnce  Culbert,  pharmacist — a  daughter. 

Roe.— On  August  28,  at  Heathcote,  Wembley  Park,  tho  wife 
of  Alfred  Roe,  chemist,,  of  31,  Old  Compton  Street,  London, 
W.  1 — a  daughter. 


BIRTHS. 

Bull.— On  August  29,  at  14,  North  Road,  W.  Bridgford,  Notts, 
the  wifft  of  B.  A.  Bull,  Ph.C,  .F.C.3.— a  son. 


DEATHS. 


Brown.— On  September  3,  at  Brigg,  George  Brown,  chemist, 
throe  months  after  the  death  of  his  only  son  in  France,  to  whom 
he  was  greatly  attached.    Aged  67. 

Anderson.— On  August  27,  suddenly,  at  Denny,  Edmund  Hardie 
Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  79.  Mr.  Anderson,  who 
was  a  native  of  Denny,  had  carried  on  business  there  for  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years,  and  was  able  for  duty  until  quite  recently. 
Following  upon  apprenticeship 
with  the  late  Dr.  Finlay,  Stirling, 
he  senved  for  a  short  time  _  as 
manager  of  the  business  in  High 
Street,  Edinburgh,  of  the  late  Dr. 
Cochrane,  to  whom  he  returned 
after  an  interval  as  manager  of 
the  sheep  dip  business  of  the  late 
John  Rawden,  chemist,  Jedburgh. 
In  1862  he  commenced  business  on 
his  own  account  in  his  native 
place.  In  his  earlier  years  Mr. 
Anderson  was  connected  with  the 
Volunteers.  He  was  a  Freemason 
(Lodge  St.  Andrews  176),  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  local  People's 
Club,  of  which  he  was  first 
treasurer,  and  for  half  a  century 
held  the  office  of  Elder  in  Denny 

Parish  Church,  during  the  whole  •       q  ■ 

of  which  period  he  never  missed  a  Communion  bervice. 
When  the  range  of  membersliip  was  extended  by  the  Act  ot 
1908,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Society.  He  was  actively- 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Stirling,  Clackmannan,  and 
Kinross  Counties  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  regularly 
attended  its  meetings.  A  man  of  few  words,  he  nevertfieless 
Dlaved  a  keen  and  influential  part  in  everythmg  that  was  done 
He  was  one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in  the  county,  and  enjoyed 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Last  year  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Mr,  Ander- 
son is  survived  by  a  widow,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Svmons.— The  funeral  of  the  late  Dr.  Symons,  of  Bath,  took 
place  on  August  28.  The  body,  by  hi^  request,  was  cremated  at 
Golder's  Green,  and  the  ashes  buried  in  the  same  grave  as  his 
wife  at  Hampstead.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  of  Messrs.  Idris  and 
Co., 'Ltd.,  to  which  firm  Dr.  Symons  was  at  one  time  analytical 
chemist,  was  present  at  the  ceremony.  - 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Pioneer  John  Begg,  of  the  Royal  Engineers— who  has  been 
dangerously  injured  as  a  result  of  gunshot  wounds  in  the  chest- 
prior  to  the  war  was  employed  as  a  chemist  with  the  Northern 
Co-operative  Company  at  Aberdeen,  having  charge  of  the  King 
Street  branch.    He  is  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Private  Harold  Davison,  aged  20,  who  was  killed  by  a 
German  sniper  on  August  16,  as  he  was  leaving  the  trenches, 
was,  before  the  war,  apprenticed  with  Mr.  John  Roberts, 
M.P.S.,  of  6,  Stockport  Road,  Denton. 

Second-Lieutenant  J.  W.  Mark,  L.P.S.I.,  Royal  Irish  Regi- 
ment, has  been  killed  in  action.  Prior  to  joining  the  Army, 
he  held  appointments  in  the  pharmaceutical  concerns  of  Hamil- 
ton, Long  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  and  also  at  Cork.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war  he  obtained  a  commission  in  the  IbtJi 
Royal  Irish,  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  active  service,  but  escaptKt 
i-nhurt  up  to  Iia.st  December,  when  he  received  his  first  wound. 
On  recovering  he  again  went  to  the  front,  and  hoped  to  get 
home  on  short  leave  next  Christmas.  He  was  elder  son  ot  Mr, 
James  Mark,  V.S.,  New<ry. 

Corporal  H.  Moore  (Midland  and  East  Counties  representa- 
tive for  Suttley  and  SiWerlock,  Ltd.),  late  of  tho  1st  Birmingham 
Battalion,  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment,  who  went  out  _  to 
the  Somme  in  November,  1915,  with  his  battalion,  is  now  acting 
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as  dispenser  at  the  Medical  Inspection  Rooms,  Crownhill 
Bairracks,  Plymouth,  'having  been  found  unfit  for  furtiier  com- 
batant service,  lie  hopes  to  return  to  his  gi-ound  sliortly — on 
the  conchision  of  liostilities,  if  not  before. 

Private  James  S.  Reid,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders— vvlio  has 
been  killed  in  action — prior  to  enlisting  was  employed  as  a 
chemist  with  Mr.  Noble,  Gladstone  Place,  Lcith.  lie  had  been 
through  sonic  of  the  biggest  engagements  on  the  Western  front, 
and  he  originally  hailed  from  the  North  of  Scotland. 

Private  G.  Wilson,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders — wlio  has  been 
killed  in  action — prior  to  enlisting,  was  employed  with  Messrs. 
William   Davidson,   Limited,   wholesale  druggists,  Palmorstou 
Road,  Aberdeen.    He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  had' 
been  at  the  front  iar  a  considerable  period'. 

Second-Lieutenant  H.  Turnet  Widgery,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade, 
only  sou  of  Mr.  J.  Widgery,  clicniist,  of  Uxbridge  Road,  W., 
has  been  gass.ed,  and  i?  now  lying  in  hospital  dn  Fra-nce. 

Captain  W.  U.  P.  Williams  died  on  August  29  at  a  casualty 
clearing  station  from  wounds  received  in  action  in  France. 
■Captain  Williams  commenced  his  pharmaceutical  career  with 
Mi.  Cocker,  Llandudno,  and  after  his  apprenticeship  he  studied 
at  the  Westminster  College  of  Phai-macy,  and  qualified  in 
April,  1912,  after  which  he  obtained  a  position  with  Mr. 
Edward  Hogg,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  London,  as  an  assistant. 
Soon  after  th'.^  declaration  of  war  he  joined  the  9th  Lanceffs, 
and  later  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers, 
and  went  out  to  France  in  December,  191S,  where  he  was  much 
encgaged  in  severe  fighting  and  fulfilling  his  military  duties 
until  wounded.  He  was  'most  enthusiastic  and  energetic  in 
his  Avork  and  very  popular  with  his  fellow  officers.  It  was  a 
great  pleasure'to  Captain  W^illiams  to  receive  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Journal  week  iby  week  in  the  ti-enches,  and  by  his  death 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  loses  a  very  staunch  and  enthu- 
siastic member. 


WILLS. 

Mr.  Richard  Stopforth,  of  13,  Rutland  Avenue,  Liverpool, 
head  of  Rowant  and  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Vauxhall  Road, 
Liverpool,  an  ex-member  of  the  Liverpool  Select  Vestry,  who 
died  on  January  8.  aged  66  years,  has  left  property  of  the  value 
of  £3,740  8s.  6d.  Probate  is  granted  to  his  son,  John  Stopforth, 
of  13,'  Rutland  Avenue,  wholesale  druggist. 

Mr.  Montague  Folkard,  of  9,  Heworth  Green,  and  of  13  and 
14,  Pavement,  York,  formerly  of  Hadlcigh,  Sufl['olk,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  died  on  February  17  last,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  left  e.-tate  of  the  gross  value  of  £8,185  lis.  4d.,  of  which 
£3,498  17s.  5d.  is  net  personalty.  Probate  of  his  will,  datei 
June  25,  1880,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Annie 
Panton  Folkard^,  to  whom  he  left  the  whole  of  his  estate. 

The  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Divett,  First  Baron  Haversham,  of 
Bracknell,  Berks,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Cormnons  that  considered  in  1908  the 
Government  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  Liberal  M.P.  from 
1865-1905  for  Wells,  Bath,  and  Walsall,  who  died  May  10  last, 
aged  81  years,  only  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Goodenough 
Hayter,  "First  Baronet,  left  unsettled  estate  of  the  gross  value 
of  £223,162  56.  Id.,  of  which  £136,505  Is.  8d.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  Charles  Henry  Wright,  of  12,  St.  Peter's  Road,  Phibs- 
borough,  Dublin,  chemist,  late  Registrar  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  of  Ireland,  who  died  March  19  last,  aged  89  years,  left 
personal  estate  in  the  United  Kingdom  valued  at  £1,001  lis.  lOd., 
of  which  £882  9s.  6d.  is  in  England.  Probate  of  his  will,  dated 
October  9,  1915,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Jane 
Wright,  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Allen,  both  of  12,  St. 
Peter's  Road,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Trevor  William  Wright,  of  16, 
St.  John's  Terrace,  St.  Luke's.  Cork.  The  testator  left  his 
household  effects  to  his  wife,  and  his  shares  in  Brandram  Bros, 
and  Co..  Ltd.,  to  his  wife  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  said 
two  children,  and  he  does  not  dispose  of  any  other  property. 

Mr.  William  Bray,  of  Lansdowne,  Clinton  Road,  Redruth, 
Cornwall,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  W.  Bray  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  who 
died  on  April  19  last,  aged  59.  left  estate  of  the  gross  value 
of  £5,437  lis.  2d,,  of  which  £4,658  3a.  5d.  is  net  personalty. 
Probate  of  his  will,  dated  September  10.  1913,  has  boon  granted 
to  the  widow,  Mrs.  Ellen  Bray,  apd  Mr.  John  Thomas,  of 
Penryn  Street,  Redruth,  painter.  The  testator  left  £160  per 
annum  to  his  wife  during  her  widowhood,  £300  to  his  daughter 
Ellen,  £15  to  John  Thomas,  his  shares  in  William  Bray  and  Co., 
Ltd.,  to  his  son  William,  and  the  residue  of  his  estate  to  his 
eaid  son  and  daughter. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


State  Recognition  of  Pharmacists:  Paradoxical 
Progression. 

I  wonder  if  the  collective  policy  of  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
gressives is  as  clear  and  unmistaka-blo  as  tliflt  enunciated  in  the 
letter  on  "  State  Recognition  "  in  last  week's  Journal.    If  so, 
one  should  bo  thankful  that  so  brilliant  a  danger  signal  has 
been  exhibited,  and  that  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to 
what  the  new     progress  "  means.    It  plainly  stands  for  aiding 
the  forces  of  disintegration,  and  xendeiing  worthles-s  the  patient 
labour  of  three  generations  of  pharmaceutical  workers.  The 
new  statecraft  invites  qualified  men  and  women  openly  and 
frankly  to  admit  that  they  are  "  neither  fish,  flesh,  fowl,  nor 
good  rod  herring,"  and  that  the  science  and  art  of  dispensing 
(upon  which  any  claims  to  statutory  recognition  must  be  based) 
is  a  poor  thing  well  within  the  capacity  of  a  person  of  average 
intelligence  after  a  few  months'  application.     If  pharmacists 
accept  the  invitation,  and  prove  to  the  public  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  new  statesman  is  right,  the  future  training  of 
pharniacists,  either  on  a  scientific  or  any  other  basLs,  would 
cease  to  be  a  problem,  for  there  would  be  no  one  to  train.  That 
may  or  may  not  be  a  noble  object  to  aim  for,  but  the  rock 
bottom  truth  is  that  if  the  status  pf  pharmacy  (i.e.,  the  art  of 
preparing  and  dispensing  medicines)  i«  belittled  by  those  who 
practi.se  it,  they  dc  facto  surrender  every  claim  to  consideration, 
and  must  be  prepared  for  the  repeal  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and 
the  control  by  the  Privy  Council,  or  other  Department  of  Civil 
Service,  of  every  one  w"ho  has  sufficient  dexterity  of  hand  and 
readiness  of  mind  to  mix  drugs.    One  can  imagine  this  progres- 
sive line  proving  inimen.scly  popular  amongst  compounders  who 
want  to  get  on  to  the  Pharmacists'  Register,  but  cannot  satisfy 
the  statutory  requirements;  but  it  is  a  revelation  to  find  such 
an  item  of  policy  in  the  programme  of  a  pharmacist  who  claims 
to  have  clearer  vision  than  his  fellows  in  matters  of  pharma- 
ceutical administration.    I  do  not  discuss  the  question  of  tlie 
State  recognition  of  pharmacists,  as  there  is  nothing  to  argue 
about;  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  State  already  accords  a  consider- 
able degree  of  recognition  which,  if  removed,  would  put  back 
the  pharmaceutical  clock  seventy-five  years.  Progress  does  not  lie 
in  that  direction,  nor  will  it  be  obtained  by  "  fouling  our  own 
nest  "  or  by  a  querulous  desire  to  "  blame  our  authorities. 
This  is  mere  childishness,  and  reveals  a  want  of  discrimination 
The  advancement  of  pharmacy,  and  the  further  recognition  of 


leasure  of  success. 
Glasgow,  September  3,  1917. 


Hakvey  P.  AETHtH  (216/8). 


I  usually  read  Mr.  Brecse's  letters  in  the  Journal  with  groat 
interest,  as  not  only  is  he  a  bold  writer,  but  he  usually  speaks 
from  sound  experience,  but  after  reading  his  last  letter,  ihe 
State  Recognition  of  Pharmacists,"  I  can  only  conclude  that 
this  is  a  case  where  he  is  talking  about  something  he  knows 
absolutely  nothing  about.  Knowing  well  the  duties  of  a  sani- 
tary oflncer  in  the  R.A.M.C.,  I  confidently  claim  that  after,  say, 
one  month's  course  of  instruction  in  sanitation,  the  pharmacist 
in  manv  ways  would  be  not  only  as  good  as,  but  a  better  sani- 
tary officer  than,  a  large  number  now  holding  commissions. 
I  grant  that  many  men  -would  he  most  unsuitable  as 
sanitary  officers,  because  tliey  have  allowed  themselves  to 
foro-et  all  their  early  training,  but  those  who  have  used 
that  training  as  a  basis  for  extending  their  knowledge  woulci 
bo  of  -reat  service  in  the  R.A.M.C.  in  the  positions  to  whicli 
I  refer  I  recently  attended  a  lecture  on  chlorination  of  water, 
■riven  by  a  young  medical  officer  in  the  R.A.M.C,  and  was 
Astonished  to  find  that  the  lecturer  had  either  never  leaxnt  or 
soon  forgotten  the  first  principles  of  chemistry.  No  up-to-date 
pharmacist  could  have  perpetrated  the  mistakes  he  made.  1 
have  also  noticed  a  similar  lack  of  chemical  knowledge  in  certain 
experimental  work,  and  am  certain  that  an  immense  aniount  of 
time  has  been  wasted  that  might  h^ve  been  saved  had  the  work 
been  carried  out  by  pharmacists.  I  have  also  repeatedly 
observed  that  when  work  done  by  pharmacists  has  been  noticed 
bv  officers  in  the  Armv,  the  most  lavish  praise  has  been  given, 
both  directly  and  indirectly.  Frequently  I  have  heard  officers 
of  all  ranks" remark.  "  Why  on  earth  you  fellows  are  not  given 
commissions  in  the  R.A.M.C,  I  don't  know."  In  regard  to  the 
position  of  Quartermaster,  another  suitable  office  for  a  phar- 
macist in  the  R.A.M.C.  some  of  the  present  officers  are  so 
i-rnorant  of  drugs  that  I  have  s°en  requisition  forms  returned 

that  from  our  point  of  view,  and  the  dispensers',  were  couched 
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in  the  simplest  language.  Again,  as  to  the  question  of  dis- 
pensing, Mr.  Breese  says  anyone  can  learn  compounding  in  a 
very  short  time.  I"vc  hjKl  some  experience  of  such  ready- 
made  ^  dispensers,"  and  I  wouldn't  dare  to  entrust  thorn 
with  any  dispensing  worthy  of  the  name,  for  the  compounding 
of  which  thej-  are  capable  is  cf  a  very  low  standard ;  and  surely, 
if  it  be  right  that  a  soldier  should  have  proper  food,  billets,  etc., 
he  should  have  proper  dispensing.  If  a  medical  officer  has  an 
ine.xperienced  dispenser  he  will  lowei;  his  standard  of  prescribing, 
and  rice  versa  The  whole  subject  is  too  big  to  pursue  further 
in  this  manner,  but,  in  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  advise  Mr. 
Breese  against  rushing  blindly  into  print  merely  for  the  sake 
of  writing ;  pape-  is  scarce,  an  1  such  statements  as  he  makes 
are.  at  the  present  time,  likely  to  do  enormous  harm.  If  he 
feels  he  must  argue  further  I'll  be  pleased  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion with  him  publicly  or  privately,  the  latter,  in  my  opinion, 
b^mg  most  advisable. 
East  Hill,  S.W.,  September  1,  1917.  E.  A.  Atkins. 


I  am  glad  Mr.  BreeeeJia^  raised  the  issue  of  State  recognition 
because  his  are  not  the  oniy  statements  and  views  wc  shall 
presently  have  to  meet.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  tlie  teims 
upon  which  wc  accepted  the  National  Health  Insurance  scheme 
of  service  have  cheapened  dispensing  in  every  sense  of  th«  word? 
I  venture  to  predict  that  I  shall  live  to  arraign  those  \yho,  ui 
their  judgment  of  events,  advised  us  to  buy  a  principle  m 
exchange  for  a  2d.  fee.  What  have  we  accomplished  but  demon- 
strated that  the  intrinsic  worth  of  an  efficient  dispensing  service 
is  very  small?  Shall  we  not  for  ever  after  be  accepted  at  our 
own  valuation?  For  compounding  a  bottle  of  medicine  of  any 
size,  irrespective  of  ingredient  outlay,  we  accept  an  average  gross 
profit  of  loss  than  three  pence.  Prodigious !  Who  is  morally 
responsible  for  this  degradation  of  the  art  of  dispensing  whereby 
■we  should  live?    Not  ilr.  Breese. 

York,  September  1.  1917.  Fe.\ne;  G.  Hikes. 


Our  friend  Mr.  Breese  touches  on  some  delicate  points,  and 
raises  an  oft-repeated  question  :  "  Whose  fault  is  it?  "  Know- 
ing your  <x)rre«pondent  as  I  doj  and  realising  the  arnount  of 
energy  he  exhibits,  I  am  nonphussed  by  his  present  display  in 
the  columns  of  your  Journal,  and  therein  one  may  find  the 
answer  to  his  query.  Is  Mr.  Breese,  along  w'ith  many  more  of 
his  type,  just  displaying  energy  outside  business  too  late  in  the 
day?"  Study  taught  me  to  be"  analytical  and  look  for  a  cause, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  ask :  What  has  made  our  friend  take  an 
interest  in  pharmacy  now?  He  ignored  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  long  enough  and  worked  on  liis  own,  and  ran  his  busi- 
ness in  his  own  style,  hut  he  worked  alone.  To  put  it  briefly, 
our  friend  ha-s  not  "yet  got  over  the  fact  of  1908,  nor  has  he  yet 
learned  that  there  are  others  with  ideas  different  from  his  ovyn, 
'  while  individuality  tells,  i/nily  counts.  "  When  you've 
ed  sizing  up  the  other  fellow,  it's  a  good  thing  to  step 
.  from  yourself  and  see  how  vou  look." 

Blythr  September  3,  1917.  Alax  Wilson. 

Tariff  Revision  for  1918. 

I  am  desired  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Progressive 
Pharmacy  Club  "to  state  that,  since  the   publication    of  tlie 
Club's  pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  tariff  revision  for  1918,  the 
Committee  has  been  approached  with  a  view  to  taking  action 
on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  pamphlet,  and  that  it  has  been 
decided  to  hold  a  mass  meeting  of  panel  chemists  to  consider 
"     desirability  of  presenting  a  memorial  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
oners.    The  meeting  will  be  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel, 
-  Street,  London,  on  Tuesday,  September  25,  at  9  p.m., 
ar.ij  copies  of  the  momorial  will  then  be  available  for  signature 
by  panf-1  chemists  who  arc  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  terms 
for  N.H.I,  dispensing  and  not  convinced  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  Local  Associations  Executive.  Secre- 
taries of  Local  or  District  Associations  who  are  prepared  to 
■e  signatures  to  the  memorial  can  obtain  copies  of  the 
■  V^y  applying  to  me  and  stating  approximately  for  how 
,  v  signatures  they  wisTi  to  make  provision. 

John  Humphrey,  Hon.  Secretary. 
65,  Park  Road,  Battersea  Park  S.W.  11. 
September  4.  1917. 

Old  Specimens  of  Canada  Balsam. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  numerous  pharmacists  who 
wrote  or  sent  samples  in  answer  to  my  letter  asking  for  old 
Canada  >>al»am.  I  trust  they  will  excuse  me  replying  to  each 
individually,  as  I  received  more  than  100  replies.  I  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  finding  all  the  old  balsam  I  require,  and  in 
fluantitv  tar  exoeedinfir  my  expectations. 

HE?rET  L.  Smith,  Professor  of  Chemistry, 
■tearoh  Laboratorie?,  17.  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London,  W.C.  1,  September  3,  1917. 


Assistants'  Kemuneration. 

Ill  unsucr  to  Mr.  Jas.  Ricketts  (I'. J.,  ricplcjiiber  1,  p.  106),  I 
am  gkid  to  say  that  I  know  as:istants  who  have  a.«ked  for,  and 
received,  £5  und  OLir  of  salary  per  week.  If  medical  men  are 
getting  at  pre.sent  £8  and  £9  per  week,  why  shouldn't  chemists' 
assistants  get  £5  10s.  ?  It  is  simply  a  case  of  supply  and  demand. 
September  1,  1917.      '•  Ph.vhm.^cist  i.\  Business  "  (215/45). 


I  notice  Mr.  Ricketts  in  last  week's  Journal  asks  if  tlie  salary 
demanded  by  an  advertiser  (£5  10s.  per  weok)  is  a  joke,  or 
whether  it  is  what  to  expect  in  the  near  future.  Let  me  remind  him, 
please,  that  w  liat  one  expects  is  what  one  is  worth  !  Pei  sonally  1  do 
not  regard  tiie  adivertisement  as  a  joke;  here  evidently  is  a 
man  who  considers  he  is  worth  that  figure.  I  lhave  had  a  good 
chance  of  noting  the  varying  salaries  of  assistants  and  managers 
in,  say,  75—100  locum  positions,  and  for  Mr.  Ricketts'  informa- 
tion I  will  quote  one  or  two  ^re-war  salaries.  A,  unqualified, 
but  excellent  salesman,  £4  10s. ;  B,  qualified,  2nd  assistant, 
£4  5s. ;  C,  manageir,  £5;  D,  manager,  £6;  E,  "  supervisor  "  to  a 
firm  with  four  or  five  branches,  £5 ;  F,  unqualified,  £3  10s. ; 
G,  senior  assistant,  £5;  all  London  retail.  And  the  following 
are  provincial :  H  (Derby),  qualified  senior,  £3  15s. ;  J  (Wales), 
£180  p.a.  indoors;  K  (Yorks),  £4  6s.  Now  take  examples  of 
lower  salaries:  (Ij  An  excellent  qualified  assistant  "who  had  not 
moved  about  much,  £2  5s.  !  !  and  (2)  A  good  unqualified 
manager,  £1  7s.  6d.  ! 

September  2,  1917.  '  Htdeochloh"  (216/5). 

IFor  obvious  ©conornic  and  other  reasons  operating  before, 
and-  a  fortiori,  since  the  wax,  salary  for  locum  service  is  in- 
variably in  excess  of  that  for  a  permanency,  and  cannot,  tliei'e- 
fore,  be  taken  as  a  measure  actual  or  potential  for  the  latte/. — 
Ediior.] 


In  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ricketts  appearing  in  last  week's 
Journal,  I  should  most  certainly  say  that  the  demand  for 
£5  10s.  per  week  for  a  qualified  man  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
joke.  Why  should  a  man  who  has  spent  at  least  four  years  in 
study  and  apprenticeship  work  all  the  'hours  that  God  has  given 
him  for  practically  nothing?  I  should  like  Mr.  Ricketts  to 
consider  for  a  moment  that  the  man  has  had  to  spend  at  least 
three  years  as  an  apprentice,  and  all  the  time  receive  perhaps 
a  mean  5s.  per  week,  and  then,  if  the  "  Major  "  is  gained,  that 
means' at  least  a  year  at  college,  or.  if  taken  at' the  "Square," 
as  it  should  be,  nearly  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  is  at 
least  £100  out  of  pocket.  Aiter  all  that,  he  is  often  expected 
to  work  from  8  a.m.  until  8  p.:n.  every  day,  with  one  half-day's 
holiday  a  week,  and  every  other  Sunday  duty,  and  two  or  three 
nights  a  week  untU  11  p.m.  Then  for  all  that  he  receives 
perhaps  £3  a  week,  hving  out.  No  !  It  is  not  good  enough.  If 
pharmacy  is  to  be  counted  as  a  "  profession,"  then  let  it  be  paid 
tor  as  such;  and  if  employers  give  their  assistants  better  wages 
and  shorter  houi-s,  they  will  find  them  work  better  and  be  more 
willing.  Thus  they  will  require  fewer  assistants,  and  in  that 
way  save  both  money  and  worry,  because  they  will  not  be 
having  a  new  staff  at  the  commencement  of  each  month.  Hoping 
that  some  of  my  fellow-assistants  will  look  at  it  in  this  light. 

Upminster,  September  3,  1917.  R.  H.  Kemp. 


Does  Mr.  Ricketts  (P.J.,  September  1.  p.  106),  as  a  man  of 
the  world,  reasonably  think  that  the  chemist's  _  assistant,  with 
his  long  ho^ii-s  and  iiight  duties,  is  not  deserving^  of  a  living 
wage?  Bearing  in  mind  the  present  state  of  affairs,  with  the 
high  cost  of  living,  is  it  not  but  right  for  a  man  to  be  so  com- 
pensated for  his  services  as  to  be  able  to  live  comfortably? 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  time  is  not  very  distant  when 
chemists'  assistants  will  be  united  under  the  common  protection 
of  a  powerful  organisation  which  will  bring  about  a  rectification 
of  the  wages  and  other  quesrtions. 

S.  Mellins. 

50,  Great  Garden  Street.  London,  N.E..  Sept.  4.  1917. 


Proprietaries  and  the  Poisons  Schedule. 

When  we  wrote  our  first  letter  to  the  .Journal,  we  hoped  this 
matter  would  have  provoked  further  discussion  on  tlie  subject 
than  it  has  done.  We  consider  the  whole  question  is  in  a  very 
lax  state,  and  that  it  is  up  to  the  Society  to  put  it  on  a  proper 
footing.  We  should  be  glad  if  any  of  our  friends  would  send  us  a 
li.st  of  preparations  still  in  doubt,  and  we  will  tlien  insert  them 
in  a  later  issue  of  the  P..T.,  and  ask  for  a  definite 
ruling  on  each.  With  regard  to  the  Editor's  note  in 
reply  to  ours  of  August  7  last,  the  question  we  asked  as  to 
whether  Omnopon  Tablets  are  on  Part  I.  or  Part  II.  still  remains 
unanswered. 

September  1,  1917.  HlCKM.^N  Metcalf. 
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The  Title  of  Chemist. 

I  fogrot  that  I  am  far  from  satisfied  witli  the  assurance  con- 
tainod  in  your  footnote  to  my  letter  of  tlio  17tih  inst.,  and  as  for 
the  statement  that  the  proposed  conference  woidd  be  "de- 
liberative, not  executive,"  1  bog  to  say  that  I  rogard  it  with 
just  as  much  suspioion  as  the  groat  majority  of  British  people 
rogard  another  proposed  conference  which  is,  or  was,  to  be 
"consultative,  not  mandatory."  Furthor,  may  I  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  tliis  Society  Whether  they  arc  satisfied  Wiat  thr.ir 
interests  should  bo  represented  at  such  a  oonfercnoe  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  ?  To  my 
mind,  if  the  Institute  of  Chemasti-y  is  really  anxious  to  become 
a  thoroughly  ropreseiitativo  Institute  of  Chemists,  there  is  one 
way  open.  Just  as  tho  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1868  con- 
ducted a  "  ModiJiod  "  examination  for  chemists  in  busiiness  at, 
or  prior  to,  that  date,  so  now  tho  Institute  of  Chemistry  might 
set  up  a  "  Modified  "  examination  for  those  who  ar«  now  en- 
gaged in  analytical  chemistry.  Some  such  concession  must  be 
made  to  those  pci-sons  who  are  legaJly  entitled  at  present  to 
the  title  "  chemist  "  ;  if  they  are  not  mad3j  tho  alternative  is 
plain  to  such  as  your  correspondent,  "Anxious,"  and  myself: 
it  is  strong  support  of  tlfe  newly-formed  "  Na/tional  Associa- 
tion of  Industrial  Chemists."  The  formation  of  this  body 
should  bo  a  "  sign  of  the  times  "  to  the  Council  oi  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry.  UntiJ  the  Council  of  the  Institute  put  forward 
perfectly  equitable  and  satisfactory  proposaJs  as  to  the  conces- 
sions they  are  prepared  to  make  for  the  exclusive  right  to  the 
title  of  "chemist,"  I  should  advise  that  "What  we  have  we 
hold  "  be  the  slogan  of  every—  ,„ic/7on 
"Ordinary  Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society"  (215/32). 

August  28,  1917. 


May  I  paint  out  to  "  Anxious "  that  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  will  be  most  pleased  to  accept  his  entry  for  their 
examination  for  A.I.C..  either  final  or  intermediate,  whichever 
his  qualification  as  a  chemist,  and  not  merely  as  a  pharmacisf, 
entitles  him  to  take.  (H/:s  entry  should  he  accompanied  by  the 
usual  fee;  even  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  insists  upon  this.) 
Those  holding  pharmaceutical  qualifioations  are  often  doing 
excellent  work  in  the  analytical  departments  of  the  wholesale 
houses,  but  as  assistants.  The  head  chemist  in  a  firm  of  any 
standing  is  invariably  either  a  Fellow  of  the  Ins.titute  or  a 
University  graduate.  In  other  words,  the  Society  s  higihest 
diploma  is  of  such  little  worth  that  pharmacy's  technical  posts 
of  greatest  importance  are  held  by  men  who  have  had  to 
obtain  other  qualifications  in  order  to  prove  their  fitness  tor 
a  pharmaceutical  appointment.  Pharmacists  not  infrequently 
take  the  Institute  exams.  Indeed,  the  Journal  is  delighted 
When  two  of  the  Research  scholars  pass  the  intermediate 
examination  for  A.I.C  {vide  P.J.,  July  28,  page  44);  but  I 
have  yet  to  meet  the  Fellow  of  the  Institute  who  is  studying 
for  his  "Minor."  "Anxious"  appears  to  be  suffering  from 
the  uneasiness  of  one  who,  having  obta:ned  a  title  under  condi- 
tions which  no  longer  exist,  realises  that  pub.ic  opinion  is 
awakening  and  is  demanding  a  more  exact  nomenclature,  itiis 
country  is  the  last  in  Europe  to  differentiate  between  a  phar- 
macist and  a  chemist.  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  Presi- 
dent wiJl  do  all  that  is  becoming  in  tlhis  matter.  He  is  a 
pharmacist  and  a  chemist  of  discernment.  At  the  same  time 
I  hope  he  will  make  a  stand  for  the  supremacy  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Sooiioty  in  matters  pharmaceutioai),  and  tor  a 
Alajor  examination  which  shall  be  of  real  value,  and  not,  as  at 
piesent,  "full  of  sound  and  fury,  sign-ifying  nothing 

August  27,  1917.  Ph.C.  (215/34). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Sugar  Supply  (J.  C. -216/ 4). -Consult  tho  Secretary  of  the 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Association,  to  whom  a  circular-letter  ot 
instructions  has  been  issued  by  the  Society. 

Indentured  Apprentice  for  Military  Service  (E.  B.— 215/48).-^ 
Apply  to  the  Local  Tribunal  for  the  postponement  of  the  call 
unrifthe  completion  of  the  term  of  apprenticeship. 

List  of  Certified  Occupations  (S.  R.-215/50).-There  is  no 
provision  in  the  regulations  which  includej  '  skilled  counter- 
hands  in  the  drug-trade"  in  a  certified  occupation. 

Book  on  Book-keepinj?  for  Pharmacists  (F.  F.  M  — 216/3).— 
The  following  will  be  useful  to  vmi ;— '  Book-koe-ping  for  Busi- 
ness Men.'  bv  J.  Thornton  and  S.  W.  Thornton  (Macmillan. 
3s  6d.),  with  '  The  A.B.C.  Automatic  Balancing  Chart,"  as 
supplement  to  the  above,  by  J.  Thornton  (Maomillan,  Is.  the  set). 


Sugar  for  Pharmaceutical  Use  (C.  J.  B.— 216/7).— TIk 
Society's  officials  are  endeavouring  to  secure  from  4he  Foo<l 
Controller  sanction  for  inclusion  of  pharmacists  in  tho  scheme 
for  local  distribution  of  sugar.  At  the  same  time,  measures  have 
been  taken,  and  are  being  taken,  to  diminish  the  use  of  sugar- 
containing  medicines  to  an  i.Teduciblc  minimum. 

Acetate  Thermostat  (W.  W.— 216/-1).— The  particulars  we  gave 
wore  tho 'essentials,  and  they  are  clear  enough  to  enable  anyone 
with  a  practical  turn  of  mind  to  construct  a  suitable  apparatus. 
Tho  sodium  acetate  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  has  the 
formula  NaCiIl30,,5K,O,  and  should  not  he  less  than  99'5  per 
cent.  pure.  The  salt  begins  to  liquefy  at  alx)ut  58°  C.  You  wili 
understand,  of  course,  that  a  sodium  acetate  bath  will  only  give 
a  temperature  of  approximately  68  5°C. 

Making  Gelatin  Capsules  (J.  0.-214/41).— There  is  no 
special  book  on  tho  subject  that  we  know  of.  The  follovdng 
references  to  articles  and  notes  in  '  The  Pharmaceutical  Pocket 
Book,'  .Seventh  Edition  (p.  148),  and  Th(  TharmaceuticalJournal , 
however,  will  no  doubt  meet  all  your  requirements: — 
February  24,  1906,  page  195;  October  17,  1906,  page  486; 
March  27,  1909,  page  418;  May  18,  1912,  page  642;  June  15. 
1912,  page  778;  January  24,  1914,  page  99,  this  being  on  the 
trimminig  of  the  capsules.  Tho  other  articles  and  notes  dciil 
with  simple  devices  for  filling  capsules,  sealing  and  pre- 
paring them  gonorajly. 

Plateau's   Solution  for  Soap  Bubbles  of  Long  Duration 

(F.  A.  P. — 215/49). — The  particulars  yon  require  appeared  in  a 
report  of  Sir  James  Dewar's  lecture  at  the  Royal  Institution  in 
January  last  (see  P. J.,  .January  27,  1917,  page  66).  The  solution, 
used  was  that  devised  by  Plateau,  of  the  University  of  Ghent, 
and  it  is  considered  the  best  for  the  purpose.  The  original 
solution  consisted  of  olive  oil  soap,  2  per  cent. ;  glycerin,  33  per 
cent.,  water  to  100.  Sir  James  Dewar  found,  however,  that 
for  the  production  of  large  films  of  extreme  tenuity  and  dura- 
l)iiity  it  was  necessary  to  use  chemically  pure  oleic  acid  an<} 
ammonia  instead  of  soda  soap. 

Blackening   Brass  (W.   A.  P.— 216/2).— The  article  to  be 

blackened  must  be  perfectly  clean  and  free  from  any  traces  of 
grease  or  lacquer.  The  dipping  bath  is  made  by  dissolving  one 
part  of  copper  nitrate  in  two  parts  of  soli  tion  of  ammonia  of 
specific  gravity  0  960.  keeping  the  solution  cool.  On  placing  the 
brass  article  in  this  bath,  the  metal  assumes  a  light  colour,  but. 
when  removed  and  exposed  to  the  air  for  two  to  four  hours,  it 
changes  to  a  fine  deep  black.  The  surface  can  then,  if  desired, 
be  given  a  somewhat  glossy  finish  by  the  application  of  a  little 
wax  or  soft  paraffin,  which  should  be  rubbed  into  the  surface 
with  a  soft  piece  of  cloth.  Anotlier  method  is : — ^Dissolve  1  lb. 
of  sodium  hyposulphite  in  one  gallon  of  water ;  in  another 
gallon  of  water  dissolve  6  oz.  of  crystialliscd  lead  acetate.  Mix 
the  solutions  and  heat  to  180^  F.  The  articlles  are  left  in  the 
solution  until  the  desired  colour  is  obtained — usually  fifteen 
minutes. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Menthaclone  (161/2).— Makers? 

"  Nucio,"  for  cleaning  clothes;  2d.  packets  (162/3). — Makers? 
Ovo-Lecithin  (160/27).— Makers? 

Tinfoil  or  Lead-foil  Capsules  for  capping  bottles  (160,31'J. — 

Actual  makers? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SATURDAY,  September  8. 

United  Ar»s  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

Parade  at  Liverpool  Street  Station  at  10.10  p  m.  to 
take  part  in  night  operations  at  Epping.  Uniform, 
marching  order,  with  pack — greatccat,  blanket  and 
gronnd  sheet  to  be  carried  in  pack.  Pations. — 
Each  man  to  c&xfy  snfficient  to  last  till  Sunday 
lunch  time.   Water  bottles  to  be  full. 

Sunday,  September  9.— 10  a.m.,  Parade  at  Head- 
quarters for  Company  training. 
Tuesday,  September  11. — 8  30  p.m.,  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s  Lecture  on 
"Musketry." 

Wednesday,  September  12.— 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parat'e  at  Head- 
quarters. 

Thursday,  September  13.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,3,  end  4  Platoons  parade  at 
Headquarters. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  N.C.O.  and  man  will  njake  a  special  effort  to 
attend  the  night  manoeuvres  at  Epping. 


O^e  jpb<^rmaceutical  'Soumal 
att6  lpl)armaci5t 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  I, 

The  PharmEu:eutlcal  Journal  and  Pharmacist  Is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EOrrOB:  CEHTBAL  13413.  EDTOB:  "PHABIWAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers:  "Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE.  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150.  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Exemption  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  in  Actual  Practice  from 
Jury  Service. 

The  Juries  Act  (25  and  26  Vict.  Cap.  107)  exempts  all 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemists  actually  in  practice  from 
jury  service,  and  according-ly  they  should  not  be  included  in 
jury  lists.  Such  lists  are  affixed  to  the  door  of  every  church, 
chapel,  or  other  public  place  of  religious  worship  on  the  first 
three  Sundays  m  September,  and  all  objections  to  the  list  will 
be  dealt  with  by  tlie  Justices  in  Petty  Session  on  a  given  day  in 
September.  Pharmaceutical  chemists  should  make  sure  that 
their  names  do  not  appear  in  these  lists,  or  if  they  do,  lodge 
a  claim  to  have  them  expunged  on  the  day  of  appeal,  and  for 
that  purpose  may  obtain  a  certificate  of  registration  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Registrar  of  the  Society,  17,  Bloomsbury  Scuare, 
London,  W.C.  1,  which  certificate  must  be  produced  on  appeal 
for  exemption.  Where  papers  are  left  from  house  to  hDuse, 
as  in  London,  pharmatieutical  chemists  should  be  oaretul  to 
insert  their  ground  of  exemption  in  the  column  reserved  for 
that  purpose. 

Entries  for  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  should 
'■>(:  made  forthwith.  Far  particulars  apply  to  the  Registrar,  17, 
Bloomsbury  Square,  Lon<k>n,  W.C.  1. 

Sugar  Supply  for  Pharmacists. — Official  Announcement. 

In  response  to  representations  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
.Socicrty,  wo  are  informed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  phar- 
macists, that  is,  retail  chemists  and  druggists,  are  regarded 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Sugar  Distribution  Scheme  (vide  Phar- 
maceutical Journal,  August  11,  p.  61)  as  manufaoturers,  and 
should  therefore  daim  their  supplies  of  sugar  for  pharma- 
ceutical purposes  und«r  Section  VI.,  Form  M.G.  2a.  Septem- 
Vier  22  in  the  I'ltt  day  for  the  receipt  of  applications  from  manu- 
facturers by  the  Local  Food  Offices,  and,  accordingly,  phar- 
macists must  procure  forms  and  lodge  applications  within  the 
next  few  days.  Measures  are  being  taken,  on  the  initiation  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  which  it  is  hoped 
may  have  the  effect  of  ensuring  an  interim  distribution  of  sugar 
to  pharmacists  until  the  official  regulated  distribution  of  sugar  is 
inaugurated  as  from  December  3C 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  "  BRIEF"  FOR  A  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE 
CORPS  IN  THE  U.S.  ARMY. 

We  are  indebted,  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Eberle,  the 
editor  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  for  a  copy  of  the  "brief"  presented  on  behalf 
of  the  National  Pharmiaceutical  Service  Association  on 
the  occasion  of  the  interview  last  August  of  repre- 
sentatives of  that  body  with  Major-Greneral  W.  C. 
Gorgas,  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.S.  Army.  This 
reasoned  statement,  which  is  replete  with,  relevant  and 
convincing  fact  and  argument,  is  admiraible  alike  for 
its  substance,  spirit,  and  form,  and  as  it  touches  on  most 
of  the  outstanding  points  in  the  general  case  for  the  institu- 
tion of  an  Army  Pharmaceutical  Corps,  we  venture  to  think 
that  a  summary  of  its  principal  features  may  be  serviceable 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  movement  now  afoot  for  the  intro- 
duction of  such  a  Service  in  the  British  Army.  Premising 
that  the  pharmacist  "  is  now  scientifically  and  systematically 
trained  to  fill  a  specific  need  in  society,"  and  that  "  upon  the 
faithful  and  capable  performance  of  the  work  of  the  pharma- 
cist depends  the  success  of  the  medical  profession  and  like- 
wise the  -ives  of  the  patients,"  the  "brief"  refers  to  the 
status  and  services  of  organised  pharmacy  in  the  United  States 
in  connection  with  Pharmacopoeia  revision,  the  production  of 
the  National  Formulary,  and  with  the  enrichment  and 
advancement  of  pharmaceutical  science,  and  comments 
adversely,  in  candid  'but  dignified  terms,  on  the  unaccountable 
policy  of  the  War  Department,  whicli  hitherto  has  ignored 
this  important  branch  of  the  medical  profession,  and  to-day 
has  not  commissioned  in  this  branch  a  single  eminent  pharma- 
cist. It  is  urged  that  "  those  in  the  military  service  of  the 
nation  are  entitled  to  the  very  best  medical  attention  that  the 
Government  can  procure,"  and  this  contention  is  clinched  by 
an  effective  quotation  from  Surgeon-General  George  J.  H. 
Evatti{retired),  who  contributed  an  article  on  "  A  War  Reserve 
of  Pharmaceutical  Officers"  to  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
of  October  13,  1906  (p.  409),  and  gave  an  address  on  the 
same  subject  at  an  Evening  Meeting  in  London  in  November 
of  that  year  {P.J.,  November  24,  1906,  page  570  et  seq.).  The 
statement  next  proceeds  to  point  out  that  whereas  in  civil 
life  the  practice  of  dispensing  potent  remedial  agents  is 
subject  to  legal  restrictions,  such  dispensing  in  the  Govern- 
ment service  is  not  in  accordance  with  State  pharmacy  law, 
to  which  in  reason  .and  equity  it  ought  to  be  assimilated,  and 
the  Government  is  warned  of  the  danger  of  persisting  in 
adherence  to  the  bad  example  set  by  the  British  War  Office, 
in  perpetuating  a  system  which  has  been  condemned 
by  well-informed  critics  as  "obsolete,"  "incompetent," 
and  "inefficient."  This  judgment  is  supported  by  a 
quotation  from  bji  Editorial  Note  in  these  columns  and 
a  reference  to  the  lack  of  adequate  pharmaceutical 
service  in  the  Mesopotamian  Expeditionary  Force,  as  a  con- 
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tiibutory  factor  to  the  deplorable  medical  ibreakdowii  in  that 
campaign.  In  answer  to  the  defence  that  in  war-time  there 
is  little  or  no  possibility  of  the  maintenance  of  dispenniiig  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  since  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
compel  resort  to  ready-made  medicines,  chiefly  in  tablet  fdrm, 
the  "  brief  "  disputes  the  alleged  necessity,  save  on  the  battle 
line  and  in  advanced  positions,  and  earnestly  deprecates  in- 
discriminate tablet,  medication  on  the  ground  that  the 
inevitable  tendency  is  that  "  too  often  the  patient  is  made  to 
Hi  the  tablet  on  hand,  instead  of  a  remedy  being  prescribed 
to  fit  the  needs  of  the  patient."  In  a  rapid  but  comprehensive 
survey  of  the  Army  Pharmaceutical  Service  of  foreign  nations, 
including  Germany,  France,  Spain,  and  Japan,  it  is  shown  that 
in  every  case  the  Pharmaceutical  Corps  performs  most  im- 
portant, responsible,  and  valuable  work,  to  which  there  must 
be  attributed  a  material  part  of  the  superiority  in  the  health 
and  physical  well-being  of  the  troops  served  by  these  Corps, 
as  contrasted  with  the  mortality  from  disease  in  the  American 
Civil  War  and  in  the  Spanish-American  War.  Much  sti-ess  is 
laid  on  the  contention  that  A  Pharmaceutical  Corps  is  essential 
for  the  completion  and  adequate  efficiency  of  the  iMedical 
Corps,  and  ^the  misplacement  and  waste  ol  labour  in  this 
respect,  as  when  a  skilled  army  surgeon  is  set  to  do  a  quarter- 
master's duty,  is  se\'erely  animadverted  irpon  by  representa- 
tive medical  men,  whose  judgment  on  the  point  is  cited.  The 
memorialists  naturally  experience  some  difficulty  in  formulat- 
ing more  than  a  tentative  scheme  for  the  constitution  of  an 
Army  Pharmaceutical  Corps.  But  any  such  scheme  must 
have  reference  to  European  models,  and  the  Bill  introduced 
into  Congi'tss  by  Congressman  Edmonds  {P. J.  Inset,  Sep- 
tember 1,  p.  19)  is  moulded  on  these  lines,  of  course  with 
special  adaptation  to  U.S.  Army  conditions.  Finally,  the 
memorialists  disclaim  any  design  to  press  for  radical  changes 
or  reorganisation  of  the  Army  Medical  Department,  being 
satisfied  that  by  a  readjustment  of  the  regulations,  the  Medical 
Corps  can  be  relieved  of  its  burden  of  non-medical  duties, 
records,  and  accountings,  and  in  conclusion  appeal  for 
prompt  action  in  the  organisation  of  an  Army  Pharmaceutical 
Corps.  We  are  glad  to  observe  from  a  report  of  the  inter- 
view with  Surgeon-General  Gorgas,  that  the  deputation,  by 
means  of  the  brief  "  and  their  jjersuasive  exposition  and 
reinforcement  of  it,  seem  to  have  made  appreciable  headway 
with  that  officer,  and  were  encouraged  to  hope  that  the  pro- 
posals submitted  would  receive  favourable  consideration.  We 
congratulate  our  American  cousins  on  the  ohai-acteristic 
energy,  address,  and  assiduity  with  which  they  have  entered 
on  the  movement  for  a  much  overdue  reform,  and  wish  tlciin 
early  and  complete  success  in  their  efforts.  Jt  will  be  a  happy 
issue  to  the  agitatiou  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  if  we 
should  be  equally,  even  if  not  synchronously,  fortunate  in 
attaining  the  object  at  which,  save  as  to  special  legislation, 
we  are  both  aiming  on  p.ljnost  parallel  lines. 


AN  IRRUPTION   OF  ANTISEPTICS. 

While  the  phai-macist  is  not  professionally  conccjrned  with 
the  relative  therapeutic  merits  of  the  many  antiseptics  which 
have  had  a  vogiie  in  the  past  or  are  now  competing  for 
supremacy,  he  is  bound,  both  for  professional  and  business 
reasons,  to  keep  himself  conversant  with  all  the  latest  phases 
of  antiseptic  treatment,  with  special  reference  to  new  anti- 
septic compounds  and  preparations.  Sooth  to  say,  since  the 
outbreak  of  war  this  has  been  no  easy  task.  One  i-esult  of 
the  enormous  demand  for  hitherto  staple  and  standard  anti- 
se])tics  for  the  treatment  of  war-wounds  has  naturally  been 
to  stimulate  re.search  for  the  discovery  of  effective  substitutes, 
while  the  progressive  surgeon,  always  on  the  qui  vive  for 


improved  methods  of  asepsis  or  antisepsis,  has  utiUsed  to 
the  utmost  the  legitimate  opportunities  afforded  b"y  unprece- 
dentedly  vast  and  varied  clinical  experience  to  give  a  trial  to 
antiseptic  agents  and  methods  for  which  in  normal  times  there 
would  have  been  little  or  no  opening.  It  is  hardly  an 
exaggeration  to  say  that  for  a  year  or  more  the  medical 
journals  have  amiouncied  new  antiseptics  at  the  rate  of  about 
one  a  week,  and  the  battle  (between  the  partisans  of  the 
different  discoveries  rages  loud  and  long.  Fortunately  it 
not  our  affair  to  adjudicate  on  the  issues  of  the  controversy, 
but  the  unfortunate  pharmacist  can  hardly  be  an  indifferent 
spectator  of  it,  seeing  that  he  may  be  expected  to  stock  oi 
jirepare  on  short  notice  one  or  other  of  the  variants  of,  say, 
Dfckin's  solution  or  the  paraffin  compound  for  the  treatment 
of  burns,  or  to  reel  off  for  the  information  of  the  medical 
inquirer  all  about  the  chemistry  and  transcendent  potency  of 
Chloramine-T. ,  or  any  of  the  other  chemioo-sesquipedalianly 
named  compounds  which  we  are  assured  is  destined  for  ever 
to  supersede  all  its  predecessors  and  contemporaries.  It  would 
ill  become  us  to  belittle  any  effort  towards  the  advance  of 
antiseptic  surgery,  or  to  deprecate  the  need  for  continuou,'- 
criticism  and  revision  of  existing  methods  and  material.  We 
have  travelled  far  since  Lister  revolutionised  chnical  surgery 
as  regards  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  the  microbii- 
infection  of  living  tissues.  But  the  principles  upon  whfch  his 
method  was  based,  while  not  unchallenged,  remain  unshaken. 
»Such  differences  as  do  obtain  refer  exclusively  to  methods  of 
treatment  or  to  the  superiority  of  one  antiseptic  over  another. 
In  the  meantime,  happily,  the  patient  is  not  sacrificed  to  an 
absolutely  bad  as  compared  with  a  perfectly  good  method. 
At  the  worst,  all  that  happens  is  that  the  inferior  method  may 
delay  the  cure.  From  the  pharmacist's  point  of  view,  it 
would  be  an  immense  relief  if  it  were  possible  for  the  medical 
profession,  if  not  to  adopt  Sir  Almroth  Wright's  simple  saline 
plan,  at  least  to  attain  to  some  measure  of  standardisation 
and  uniformity  in  the  selection  and  use  of  antiseptics,  so  as 
to  minimise  the  practical  difficulties  and  vexations  inherent 
in  the  present  lack  of  system,  which  opens  the  way  for  the 
needless  multiplication  not  only  of  antiseptics,  but  of  variants 
in  the  composition  and  preparation  of  them  for  use. 


PHARMACY  IN  FICTION. 

BT  E.  CECIL  OWEN,  B.SO. 

(Concltuled  from  page  110.) 

De  Vere  Stacpoole's  '  The  Doctor.' 

Andi  now  I  will  make  certain  extracts,  which  are  sure  to 
strike  the  reader  of  these  lines  as  remarkable  for  their  rarity. 
■Pho  bofjk  from  whj<'h  thoy  are  taken  is  a  popular  novel  of  no 
great  account  as  literature.  The  author,  however,  has  a  special 
claim  to  our  indulgence,  as  he  was  once,  in  a  measure,  "  one 
of  us,"  as  the  extracts  wihich  follow  sufficiently  testify:  — 

The  doctor  rarely  uisC'd  scales  in  dispeneing  ;  he  would 
mcasUTo  the  .solid  drug  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  the 
liquids  ho  would  dash  into  a  bottle  in  a  way  fit  to  turn 
f Iiarl^y  Street  white  with  horror  !  Tartrate  of  antimony, 
hi)  favourite  drtig  [  !]  and  the  thing  trhose  qualities  he 
respected  more  than  anything  in  the  world  f  l] — (italics  oiin) 
-  he  would  measure  on  a  spatula,  as  I  have  seen  Hannah 
measure  salt  on  the  point  of  a  knife.  A  little  fat  bottle  of 
gray  powder  that  had  saved  many  a  boy's  life  [  !1  6tood 
between  the  belladonna  and  the  squills.  .  .  .  Not  even 
antipyrin  would  he  consider,  and  though  I  cured  him  once 
with  it  when  sufToring  from  a  .^plitting  headache,  he  could 
never  be  persuaded  to  take  another  doee.  He  preferred 
th't  headache  to  the  deefcruotion  of  hie  prejudices. 

The  last  sentence  is  excellent.    As  for  the  reet,  the  reader 
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scarcely  needs  to  be  reminded  that  they  are  taken  from  a  work 

of  fiction.    To  proceed: 

I  heard  him  half  an  hour  later  pounding  carbonate  of 
ammonium  in  tlie  surgery  to  make  up  his  stock  bottle  of 
Sol.  Ammon.  Carb.,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  if  ever  a  man 
pounded  another  man's  head  in  imagination  the  doctor  was 
pounding  the  head  of  Sandys. 

.  The  following  is  realistic:  "-I  could  hear  him  grinding 
ammonium  carbonate  in  the  mortar,  by  the  sound  the  pestle 
jnade."  And  finally  there  is  the  following  episode,  found  more 
appropriately  than  ever  in  a  work  of  fiction..  The  doctor  is 
suddenly  taken  ill,  and  no  locum,  can  bo  obtained  for  at  least 
twenty-four  hours.  Meanwhile,  the  patients'  bottles  have  to  be 
filled,  and  the  doctor  directs  "  Frances,"  a  girl  with  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  di-ugs,  to  carry  on  with  the  dispensing  in  the 
following  terms : 

"  Yes,"  he  eaid,  "  try  your  hand  at  them,  Frances,  but 
whatever  you  do,  child,  don't  touch  the  opium,  nor  the 
prussio  acid,  nor  the  strychnine — God  bless  me,  my  head 
feels  as  if  it  would  split.  Give  'em  burnt  sugar — you'll  find 
the  bottle  labelled  'Sac.  Ust.,'  by  the  scales;  tell  'em  their 
medicine  is  being  altered,  and  if  anyone  has  a  cough  that's 
worse,  give  'em  oxymel  of  squills — you  may  put  an  ounce 
into  an  eight-ounce  bottle,  and  fill  it  up  with  water  and  a 
few  drops  [  !  ]  of  cardamoms  to  colour  it :  and  if  Mrs.  Harper 
comes  up,  give  her  peppermint  water — you  needn't  colour  it, 
-  for  she's  half-blind;  and  if  you  are  puzzled  about  anything 
[  I  ],  como  up  and  ask  me." 

In  such  manner  does  a  writer,  possessing  that  very  dangerous 
thing,  a;  Uttle  special  knowledge,  seek  to  beguile  the  public. 
.  \  .  The  extracts  are  taken  from  '  The  Doctor,'  by  H.  de  V. 
Stacpoole,  the  author  of  many  works  of  far  greater  distinction 

•-  is  only  fair  to  add)  than  that  under  discussion. 

Conan  Doyle's  '  The  Croxley  Master.' 

The  writer. of  these  notes  lived  in  a  pharmacy  from  the  age 
of  four  onwards  for  more  than  twenty  years,'  one  result  of 
which  circumstance  is  that  he  has  been"  a  "reader  of  the  phar- 
maceutical Press  ever  since  he  was  a  reader  of  anything  ! 

He  well  remembers  the  indignant  note  that  found  its  way 
«ome  twenty  years  ago  into  the  columns  of  one  of  our  profes- 
sional papers  over  the  following  "pharmaceutical"  remarks  in 
(jcn-dn  Doyle's  story,  'The  Croxley  Master':  — 

The  student  [a  doctor's  dispenserl  smiled  bitterly,  and 

turned  to  his  work-of  making  up  the  morning's  prescriptions. 

It  wot  poor  and  unworthy  -work — work  which  any  weaklinc/ 

mirjht  have  done  as  well.    .    .    .    But.  such  ae  it  was,  it 

Wought  him  in  his  board  and  £1  a  we-sk. 
I  have  italicised  the  offending  sentences.  The  indignant  phar- 
macist, as  I  recollect,  indulged  in  a  frank  tu  quoque,  and  told 
the  author  that  his,  too,  was  poor  and  unworthy  work,  work 
which  any  vveakhng  might  have  done  as  well !— an  opinion  not 
shared  by  the  present  writer.  If  there  are  any  readers  who 
have  not  already  done  so,  1  should  like  to  recommend  them  to 
read  Conan  Doyle's  •  Kound  the  Red  Lamp  '—a  fine  coUection 
of  short  atones,  doubly  interesting  to  pharmacists  by  reason 
of  their  constant  allusions  to  things  not  distantlv  related  to 
tneir  vocation. 

Sir  Frederick  Wedmore's  'A  Chemist  in  the  Suburbs.' 

Sf?  ^,^"7  considerable  charm  and'  distinction 
«ntrtletl  _  A  Chemist  in  the  Suburbs.'  It  is  from  the  pen  of 
that  celeo-ated  art  oritio  Sir  Frederick  Wedmore,  and  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Fortnightly  Ilcview,  of  May,  1891,  and  has  since 
been  repnnted,  with  other  pieces,  in  book  form.  It  is  the  life 
story  of  Richard  Pelse,  chemist,  who  was  "one  of  those  poor 
men  who  are  bf>rn  cultivated:  one  of  the  cultivated  who  are 
born  poo'.  His  fathf^r  he  never  knew;  his  Irtother  was  a 
littJe  newsagent  in  a  byc-.streot.  A  chemist-customer  at  the 
little  .shorp  took  the  young  Richard  as  errand  boy,  and  ho  in 
process  of  time,  thanks  to  a  hapoy  combination  of  intellect  and 
character,  became  in  turn  apprentice,  assistant,  partner,  and 
finally  sole  proprietor.  The  pharmacy  was  in  the  West  End— 
Orchard  Street.  So,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  Richard  Pelsc 
finds  himself  pro.sperous.  He  determines  to  take  a  holiday 
abroad,  and  goes  to  Switzerland  and  Savoy.  He  stays  for  two 
days  at  Aix-les-Bains,  at  the  fashionable  Hotel  Venat.  There  he 
oie<it«  Colonel,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Image,  a  family  of  aristocratic 
■extraction  and  acquaintance.  Thanks  to  Ricfiard's  culture  and 
natural  refinement,  a  certain  intimacy  springs  up  between  tiie 
Images  and  himself.  Miss  Image  is  (of  course)  very  beautiful ; 
«»e  IS  also  nineteen,  and  she  is  impulsive.  Ensue,  between 
Rioharfl  and  her  est/!ern,  friendship,  love.  Then  Beatrice 
Image  learns  from  Richard  himself  the  dreadful  news  that  he 
I'J— a  chemist  and  a  shopkeeper!  For  Richard  to  "speak  to 
father"  is  out  of  the  question — the  old  man  would  "never  hear 


of  such  a  thing."  As  for  ,l5eatrice,  her  "  knowledge  of  the  world 
«aud  of  the  convenances  ....  was  suddenly  uppermost  .  .  .  . ; 
the  man  was  a  shopkeeper — might  have  sold  her  siJongos,  nail 
brushes,-  eau  de  Cologne. 'f  Richard,  no  less  than  Beatrice, 
perceives  the  impracticablencss  of  allowing  the  matter  to  go 
further,  and  so,  like  sensible  young  pt.-ople — too  sensible  ijerhaps 
for  their  years — they  agree  to  part,  and  to  forgot,  while  still 
vowing  their  m-utual  love.  Part  they  do.  Richard  returns  to 
his  pharmacy,  and  the  Images  to  their  homo  in  Manchester 
Square,  "not  far  from  the  pharmacy.  Tiin6  passes  without  note- 
worthy event,  till  one  day,  as  our  chemist  is  about  to  lhave 
tea  in  his  cosy  sitting  room  over  the  alrop,  surrounded  by  his 
first  editions  of  the  poets,  his  rare  Worcester  china,  and  other 
articles  dear  to  his  collector's  heart,  he  receives  a  call  from — 
Beatrice.  They  have  tea  together;  they  talk — among  other 
things  of  their  love,  tlhough  they  are  as  positive  as  ever  that 
the  very  thought  of  marriage  is  absurd;  she  plays  Xaver 
Scharwenka's  musio  on  Richard's  Bechstein  piano;  and  then 
Bf>atricL'  bids  him  farewell,  the  lovely  image  vanishes  for  ever, 
Richard  iievor  sees  her  ag-ain,  the  ravishing  oasis  is  left  behind, 
aiid  liis  life  is  a  desert  to  the  end.  Months  pass,  and  then  he 
■ars  that  she  is  married.  Her  wound  heals,  it  seems,  but  not 
liis.  Unable  to  live  ■  in  the  neighbourhood  so  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  herself,  he  determines  to  move  to  the  East  End,  to 
bury  himself  among  the  proletariat.  He  buys  a  business  in 
Islington,  prospers  still  after  a  fashion,  allows  himself  little 
liixiiries — good  wine,  two  or  three  friends,  more  first  editions, 
some  new  piece  of  china — ^but  gradually  lets  himself  rust 
nway  in  an  atmosphere  whose  prevailing  tint  is  neutral  grey. 
He  is  stricken  down,  before  he  is  an  old  man,  with  paralysis, 
and  he  dies.  Such  is  the,  story  of  a  chemist,  as  remarkable  in 
its  own  way  as  that  of  Farmiloe,  though  far  less  meritorious, 
artistically  considered,  than  the  [pathetic  little  anasterpiece  of 
Gissing. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  reader  will  find  passing  allusions  to  pharmacy  in  Arnold 
Beimett,  of  whom  it  is  ^iaid  tliat  he  numbers  a  pharmacist  prac- 
tising somewhere  in  North  Wales  among  his  personal  friends. 
If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of  the  pharmacist  in  question,  his 
confirmation  of  the  riuriour  would  be  of  considerable  interest. 
If  the  reader  will  turn  to  tlip  '  OM  Wives'  Tale  '—Arnold 
Bennett's  masterpiece— he  will  fim'  ]u  .  Ii.ipter  II.  the  allusions 
to  which  reference  is  made,  and  iit  vo  lie  u  iU  meet  one  ''  Charles 
Critchlow,  M.P.S."  .  .  .  De  Qumcey— the  buyer  of  laudanum 
from  nuiperous  chemists'  shops — has  passing  references  to  phar- 
macy, as  also  have  Dictens,  in  '  Oliver  Twist,'  '  Dombey  ajid  Son,' 
and  '  Piokwick  Papers,'  Tliackeray,  in  '  Pendennis,'  and  the 
authors  of  a  large  number  of  English  and  French  detective  tales. 
Reference  should  also  be  m-adei  to  the  introduction  of  the  phar- 
macist into  Daudet's  '  Tartarin  of  Tarascon,'  and  Flaubert's  . 
'  Madame  Bovary,'  and  to  R.  L.  Stevenson's  rema-rks  about  a 
"  courteous!  and  affable  chemist."  (This  latter  I  have  been 
unable  to  locate;  perha,P'S  one  of  my  readeis  will  do  it  for^me.) 
Then  there  are  references  to  pharmacy  in  Shaw's  play  "  The 
Doctor's  Dilemma  "  and  the  reader  will  recall  the  poison 
episodes  in  the  recently  pixjduced  play  "The  Barton  Mystery. 
The  reader  is  left  to  make  his  own  references  to  the  works  last 
mentioned — it  is  scarcely  -^vorth   while    to    make  quotations. 

Finally,  a  brief  word  about  the  plentiful  omission  of  the 
chemist  "from  the  modern  play  ahd  novel.  The  \vriter  is  fairly  ^ 
familiar  with  the  work  of  such  modern  dramatists  as  Ibsen, 
Bjornsen,  Hauptmann,  Strindberg,  Pinero,  Wilde,  Galsworthy 
Syrige,  etc.,  etc.,  and  he  cannot  recall  a  single  pharmaceutical 
reference  in  any  of  them.  (He  is  not  infallible,  however,  and 
will  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  he  has  overlooked.)  Th^n  in  novels 
ho  ca,n  vouch  for  the  fact  that  no  reference  is  to  be  found  in 
the  w-hole  of  Hardv  or  George  Eliot,  and  be  remembers  none 
in  Meredith,  Trollope,  Hawthorne,  Poe,  0.  W.  Holmes,  Gautior, 
Maupassant.  Hugo,  Tolstoy,  Phillpotts,  Conrad.  Anthony  Hope, 
Weyman,  Mason— and  so  on ;  the  list  could  be  pi-oloii,ged  in- 
definitely were  he  so  ^inscrupulous  as  to  earn  his  "penny  a 
line  "  by  so  rmworthy  a  means  I  (But,  see  above  remarks  on 
infallibility.)  ....  The  writer  will  be  glad  to  nfar  of  any 
further  references,  Tliey  should  {a)  have  been  ^.-nttcn  s:i<ce 
(say)  1860.  f50  as  to  correspond  with  pharmacy  in  the  stricter 
cense;  and  ih)  be  taken  from  an  author  of  some  im.portance— 
thus  excluding  obscure  and  nameless  writers  of  magazine  fiction 
and  suchlike  froth. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  my  friends  Mr.  Wm.  Kirkby, 
M.Sc.,  and  Dr.  A.  McCulloch,  M.R.C.S.,  for  assisting  me  in 
"  running  to  earth"  some  of  the  foregoing  quotations. 


Lotion  for  Hyperhydrosis  of  the  Hands. 

Tincture  of  belladonna,  25  Gms.  ;  tincture  of  lavender,  120  Gms. 
Thi.s  lotion  is  to  be  rubbed  into  the  hands.— A.  Satre  (./,  Med. 
et  Chir.  prat.,  through  Practitioner,  June,  1917.  584). 
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THE  PHARMACY:  ITS  SITUATION,  STRUCTURE, 
AND  STYLE. 

BY  "  ONLOOKEK." 

"Where  are  the  chemists'  estabHshments  of  your  big  cities?" 
was  a  question  recently  addressed  to  me  by  a  Wfli-knovvn 
business  man  entirely  unconnected  with  the  drug  trade.  The 
remark  was,  unfortunately,  singularly  shrewd,  as  it  happened 
to  be  made  in  th©  leading  and  most  prosperous  city  in  the 
Midlands,  famous — or  should  one  say  notorious — for  the  i»rt 
that  in  its  two  principal  streets  you  may  search  in  vain  for 
the  familiar  "  M.P.S- — Dispensing  Chemist"  sign.  The  grocer 
is  there,  with  a  fine  double-fronted  store  ;  the  jeweller,  the  fruit 
store,  the  tobacconist,  the  tea  shop,  the  picture  palace,  three 
or  four  hotels,  the  big  drapers,  are  all  conspicuously  represented 
and  easily  accessible,  but  the  young  officer  wishing  to  buy  his 
lady  fii'iend  an  expensive  bottle  of  perfume,  or  a,  lady  wishing  to 
renew  her  supply  of  toilet  preparations,  must  needs  search  'or 
a  suitable  outlet  for  their  money.  Ask  any  drug  trade  'traveller 
who  is  the  leading  chemist  in  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birm'.ng- 
ham,  Wolverhampton,  Leeds,  or  Newcastle,  and  he  will  have 
great  difficulty  in  answering;  in  ninety -nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred  he  will  tell  you  the  name  of  a  chemist  in  one  of  the 
suburbs  or  side  streets  of  our  great  cities.  Ask  him  the  same 
question  regarding  a  hundred  of  our  popular  seaside  or  countiy 
towns,  and  he  will  instantly  and  accurately  tell  you  who's  who. 
Surely  it  is  unfortunate  that  in  the  Regent  Street  of  most  of 
our  great  cities  the  pharmaceutical  craft  has  such  poor  repre- 
sentation oompared  with  other  trading  esta.'blishmonts.  For 
the  why  and  wherefore  of  this  state  of  affairs  one  must  dip  into 
the  past,  when  the  skilled  compounder  of  medicines  loved  to 
hide  his  light  under  a  bushel  and  surround  his  art  with  secrecy 
and  mystery.  That,  however,  is  no  concern  of  the  present 
>vriter.  It  is  pleasanter  to  reflect  that  the  experience  o!  roce.at 
years  has  been  in  a  different  direction  altogether.  New  ver.turoj 
in  retail  pharmacy  are  first  considered  from  the  point  of  view  of 
situation  and  architectural  aspect.  Furthermore,  there  is  no 
question  being  so  seriously  viewed  by  a  vast  number  of  chemists 
to-day  as  the  prospective  alteration  and  enlargement  of  pre- 
mises consequent  on  increased  and  growing  business  due  to  the 
wax-.  The  man  who  can  give  really  good  advice  regarding  the 
equipment  of  a  modern  pharmacy  is  a  friend  indeed.  My  ex- 
perience has  been  that  the  chemist  himself  usually  has  the  best 
general  idea  of  th©  requirements  of  the  district,  but  often  lacks 
the  special  knowledge  which  the  much-travelled  man  obtains 
by  years  of  experience  and  personal  observation.  A  recent 
letter  fi-om  a  chemist  friend  in  the  country,  enclosing  a  rough 
sketch  of  proposed  alterations  to  his  pharmacy,  interested  me 
very  much.  He  had  spht  up  the  shop  into  small  departments, 
with  the  prescription  counter  just  inside  the  door.  This  suggests 
the  following  disadvantages: — (1)  People  congregate  near  the 
door  waiting  for  medicine,  and  possible  customers  for  other  and 
more  profitable  items  would  get  the  impression  that  the  shop 
was  full,  and  pass  by ;  (2)  physic  clients  would  go  straight  in 
and  out  of  the  shop  without  seeing  that  wonderful  display  of 
sponges,  or  a  new  line  of  hair  brushes  which  the  chemist  is 
anxious  to  show;  (3)  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Jones  do  not  want 
every  passer-by  to  see  them  waiting  for  medicine  and  suggesting 
''Who's  ill  at  ,hom9?"  They  manage  these  things  much  better 
in  the  big  company  shops.  Before  a  prescription  can  be  handed 
in  at  these  establishments  they  make  you  walk  past  some  very 
fine  displays  of  perfume  and  other  preparations  likely  to  tempt 
you  into  spending  more  than  you  intended  to  do.  ^  I  have  a 
fairly  intimate  acquaintance  with  retail  pharmacies,  from  the 
South  of  England  to  as  far  north  as  Inverness  in  Scotland,  and 
as  a  general  principle  I  believe  that  the  department  for  physic, 
which,  .remember,  people  mvst  have,  should  bo  given  a  less 
favoured  nosition  in  the  interior  of  a  chemist's  shop.  I  am,  of 
course,  addressing  people  who  are  alive  to  the  conditions  of 
to-day,  and  feel  that  jjharmacists  should  give  the  public  as  good, 
if  not  better  service  than  that  obtainable  in  the  big  store. 
Perhaps  what  is  called  the  conservative  training  of  chemists  is 
respons  ble  for  the  size  of  the  average  pharmacy.  It  is  frequently 
too  small  and  cramped  ;  the  fixtures  are  badly  arranged  :  window- 
space  poor,  and  thu  entrance  not  big  enough.  Window  space 
pays  over  and  over  again  if  rightly  used.  I  have  generally  found 
th-at  the  man  who  complains  that  his  turnover  never  exceeds 
£50  a  week  fails  to  have  clean,  artistic  windows,  and.  as  often 
as  not,  makes  the  customer  go  to  the  trouble  of  pushing  open 
a  door  on  entering  and  leaving  his  shop.  There  cannot  be  too 
much  roorn  to  disnlay  the  thousand  and  one  attractive  items  to 
be  found  in  a  modern.  hiTh-class  chemist's  shop.  Here,  again, 
the  company  stores  point  the  way  to  proved  success,  with  beauti- 
ful big  windows,  sometimes  .specially  designed  to  harmonise  with 
the  local  architecture  of  an  historic  city.    I  hav6  often  been  as-w  ;] 


to  mention  the  finest  chemist's  shop  in  Great  Britain.  My  per- 
sonal opinion  is  that  the  handsome  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  John 
Bell  and  Croyden,  Ltd.,  in  Wigmore  Street,  London,  is  th© 
best  establishment  of  its  kind  in  this  country.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  space  and  situation  it  is  unrivalled,  and  it  combines 
very  happily  the  traditions  of  an  ancient  name  with  the  best 
ideas  of  modern  merchandising. 

Mr.  Cof man's  pharmacy  in  Bloomsbury,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Hai- 
rington's  new  premises  in  Kensington  High  Street,  are  other 
establishments  which  help  to  bring  credit  on  pharmaceuticat 
architecture  in  the  metropolis  of  the  Empire. 

I  also  recall  the  pride  and  pleasure  one  experiences  in  enter- 
ing the  elegant  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Robert  Hunter  in  Aberdeen, 
or  that  of  Mr.  Tom  Ridley  in  Carlisle. 

There  are  several  excellent  firms  of  shopfitters  who  specialise 
in  work  for  pharmacists,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the 
present  war  is  ended  they  will  have  an  excocflingly  busy  time.  I 
ask  chemists,  especially  the  younger  men,  who  are  not  hampered 
with  old  traditions,  not  to  be  afraid  of  launching  out  in  new- 
businesses.  Th©  opportunities  in  retail  pharmacy  were  never 
brighter  than  they  are  to-day;  the  pvecuniary  rewards  of  an 
honourable  calling,  particularly  in  the  highways  of  our  great 
cities,  are  unrestricted.  In  Australia,  Canada,  and  America  th© 
chemists  have  establishments  as  fine  as  those  of  any  other  busi- 
ness. It  is  significant  that  in  the  United  States  there  is  only 
one  business — th©  licensed  trade — paying  a  higher  rental  for 
business  premises  than  th©  retail  chemist.  Why  shouldn't  phar- 
macy have  better  representation  in  Great  Britain?  Canadian 
officers  have  told  me  that  in  no  place  in  the  world  do  they  meet 
with  more  politeness  and  civility  than  in  a  British  chemist's^ 
shop ;  the  difficulty  is  in  finding  out  its  "  location." 


PRACTICAL  NOTES  AND  FORMULAE. 


For  Vermin  in  the  Trenches. 

A  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  oil  of  peppermint  and  oil  of 
eucalyptus  is  stated  to  answer  splendidly  for  lice.  A  little  is 
smeared  on  the  body  with  the  fingers. — N.  Aylmer  Coate» 
(Prescriber,  June,  1917,  127). 


Relief  of  Pain  after  Tooth  Extraction. 

To  relieve  pain  in  the  socket  after  the  extraction  of  a  tooth, 
a  small  piece  of  cotton  wool  dipped  in  chloroform  and  oil  of 
ciqves  is  placed  in  the  cavity.  This,  says  a  note  in  the  British 
Journal  of  Dental  Science,  gives  relief  in  a  few  seconds. 


Cedar  Oil  Furniture  Polish. 


Oil  of  cedarwood    2^  fl.  oz. 

Paraffin  oil    1  pint. 

Oil  of  turpentine    1  fl.  oz 

Hydrochloric  acid   (commercial)    1  fl.  oz. 

Gasolene    2  pints. 


Add  the  acid  to  the  mixture  last,  and  shake  occasionally  for 
several  days  until  the  acid  seems  to  be  all  taken  up  by  the 
liquid,  and  it  is  then  ready  for  use.  It  is  said  to  be  ap  excellenti 
polish  for  all  kinds  of  fine  furniture. — ,%patula,  May,  1917. 


Mange,  Ringworm,  and  Lice  in  Horses. 

In  an  article  describing  the  conditions  under  which  horse* 
may  become  affected  with  skin  disease,  a  very  full  account  of 
t)he  methods  of  treatment  for  mange,  ringworm,  and  lioe  is 
given.  For  mange  it  has  been  found  that  a  mixture  of  suliphur, 
i  oz. ;  -oil  of  tar,  1  oz. ;  sperm  oil,  1  quart,  gives  the  best  results. 
Before  applying  this  a  cleansing  agent  should  be  used,  and  for 
this  purpose,  paraffin  emulsion  is  the  best  thing  to  use.  When 
the  washed  surfaxie  is  dry  the  sulphur  mixture  is  applied  with 
a  brush,  and  well  brushed  in.  The  application  is  not  disturbed 
for  six  days,  when  it  should  be  removed  by  washing.  For  ring- 
worm, tincture  of  iodine  has  been  mostly  used,  and  with  good 
results.  Two  applications  are  usually  sufficient.  If  the  lesions 
are  scattered  and  widespread,  the  oily  dressing  used  for 
mange  gives  the  best  results,  one  application  well  applied 
generally  being  sufficient.  For  lioe,  after  clipping,  as  in  the 
other  cases,  thJe  thorough  application  of  Liquor  Cresoli  and 
water,  1  in  40,,  gives  very  good  results.  (The  cresol  prepiaration 
is  not  specified,  but  probably  Liq.  Cresolis  Saiponatus  would 
answer,  or  simply  a  solution  of  soft  soap  in  an  equal  weight  of 
cresol.)  Paraffin  emulsion  also  is  excellent,  and  it  (flioroughly 
cleanses  the  skin  at  the  same  time.  Stavesacre  solutions  are 
most  unsatisfactory.— Capt.  J.  F.  D.  Tutt,  A.V.C.  (Vet.  Rec, 
May  5,  1917,  461). 
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SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL 


Viability  of  Seeds. 

The  longevity  of  wheat  seeds  containing  known  percentages  of 
moisture  at  known  temperatures  has  been  studied,  and  high 
temperatures  (from  55^  C.  to  92'  C.)  arefound  to  have  marked  short- 
ening effect  on  the  lite  of  the  seed,  which  effect  increases  with  the 
percentage  of  moisture  present.  Other  workers  have  found  that 
•25  per  cent,  of  wheat  would  grow  after  being  stored  for  8i  years 
under  normal  conditions  with  a  normal  percentage  (about  12  per 
cent.)  of  water  present.— J.  F.  Groves  (Botanical  Gazette,  LXIII., 
3,  1917,  p.  1691. 


Nectar  Secretion  and  Environment. 

Increase  of  water  supply  may  increase  the  secretion  of  water 
from  the  nectaries,  but  does  not  increase  the  amount  of  sugar 
secreted  and  lessens  the  sugar  surplus  in  the  parts  of  the  flower. 
The  rate  of  secretion  of  both  water  and  sugar  increases  with  rise 
in  temperature  up  to  a  certain  optimum,  after  which  it  varies  in- 
versely as  the  temperature.  The  optimum  condition  for  sugar 
secretion  is  an  alternation  of  high  and  low  temperatures.  Dark- 
ness diminishes  sugar  secretion  by  decreasing  the  food  reserves 
of  the  plant.  Accumulation  of  sugar  in  and  near  the  flower  and 
its  secretion  by  the  nectaries  is  most  pronounced  early  in  the 
blooming  season. — L.  A.  Kenoyer  (Botanical  Gazette,  LXIII. ,  4, 
1917,  p.  2i9). 

Colour  Reactions  of  Ammoniacal  Cochineal  and  of  Carmine. 

An  aqueous  solution  of  ammoniacal  cochineal  gives  a  violet 
colour  with  ammonia,  which  is  not  much  modified  on  adding  a 
slight  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid.  If  this  acid  solution  is  shaken 
out  with  amyl  alcohol,  and  the  solvent  is  separated,  and  then 
shaken  with  » little  aqueous  solution  of  uranium  acetate;  on  sepa- 
rating the  watery  laver  shows  a  fine  amethyst  violet  colour. 
Under  similar  ■  conditions,  carmine  affjrds  an  emerald  green 
colour.  Sometimes,  commercial  ammoniacal  cochineal  is  met 
with  which  still  contains  some  carmine,  due  to  the  incomplete 
transformation  of  the  latter  into  carminamide.  In  this  case,  the 
amyl  alcohol  extract  is  treated  with  an  excess  of  powdered  cal- 
cium carbonate.  After  a  few  hours'  contact,  the  whole  is  thrown 
on  a  filter,  when  the  liquid  passes  almost  colourless.  The  pre- 
cipitate ii  washed  with  a  little  alcohol,  then  treated  with  water. 
The  aqueous  solution  thus  ob  ained  will  be  bright  red,  leaving  the 
powder  on  the  filter  greyish-violet.  This  red  aqueous  filtrate  is 
acidified  with  hydrochloric  acid  shaken  out  with  amyl  alcohol  and 
tested  with  uranium  acetate,  as  above.  It  gives  the  characteristic 
violet  reaction  of  ammoniacal  cochineal.  The  above  insoluble 
calcium  lake  left  on  the  filter  is  then  decomposed  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  ;  the  orange  acid  solution  thus  obtained  tested  in  the 
same  way  after  again  shaking  out  with  amyl  alcohol,  gives  the 
emerald  green  colour  of  carmine.— C.  F.  Muttelet  (Aunales  des 
Fahificattons,  1917,  10,  223). 

Effect  of  Acidity,  Alkalinity,  and  Nitrogen  in  Soils  on  Plant 
Health. 

Soil  water  with  a  slight  acidity  facilitates  the  growth  of  plants- 
Soils  with  an  alkaline  reaotion  facilitate  the  drying  up  of  oat  leaves, 
scurf  in  potatoes,  foot  rot  in  wheat,  chlorosis  m  American  vines, 
and  otlier  parasitic  diseases.  Limestone  soils  cause  a  greater  pro- 
duction of  sugar  in  plants  and  prevent  the  formation  of  free  acids. 
The  addition  of  alkali  to  soil  renders  the  plants  more  sensitive  to 
e.ttemal  injurious  influences:  acii  fertilisers  have  a  contrary  effect 
Resistance  of  plants  to  adverse  conditions  is  greater  in  loose  soil 
than  i.i  compact.  Stagnant  subsoil  water  causes  a=phyxia  of 
roots,  by  gradually  impoverishing  the  oxygen  content.  1  his  is 
followed  by  necrosis  of  the  tissues  which  is  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  mycelia.  The  greater  hardiness  of  wild  plants  is  due 
not  only  to  the  greater  density  of  their  tissues  consequent  on  the 
small  supply  of  nitrogen  in  the  compiict  soil  in  whicli  they  grow, 
but  to  a  greater  degree  to  the  acidity  of  their  tissues.  The  applica- 
tioa  of  nitrogen  f-irtilisers  renders  plant  tissues  more  juicy,  and 
therefore  more  sensitive  to  bad  weather :  they  are  also  richer  m 
sugar,  consefjuently  more  attractive  to  animal  and  vegetable  para- 
sites. The  richer  the  soil  is  in  nitrogen,  the  shorter  is  the  incu- 
bation period  of  vegetable  ij«rasites.  and  cultivated  plants  show  an 
increased  receptivity  to  the  bad  effects  of  all  parasites,  Sodium 
nitrate  renders  a  plant  more  sensitive  to  adverse  factors.  Exces- 
sive nitrogenous  manure  prolongs  the  growing  period  of  the  plant 
and  retards  lignifieation.  Consequently  the  foliage  is  more 
sensitive  to  cold.  As  a  general  prophylaxis  for  cultivated  plants 
against  diseases  the  use  of  phoaphatic  fertilisers,  assisted  by 
snlpiiate,  is  advocated.— O.  Comes  ( Heal.  Inst,  d  incorag.  diNapoh 
/Jhem.  Ahn'.r.  1917, 11,  1849.) 


Chloroform  Water  for  Gastric  Pain. 

Although  chloroform  water  is  freely  prescribed  for  gastric  disturb- 
ances, it  should  never  ha  given  when  the  trouble  arises  from  an 
irritated  stomach.  In  cases  of  hyperacidity  and  whenever  the 
gastric  mucous  membrane  is  irritated,  chloroform  water  will  do 
more  harm  than  good,  since  it  is  itself  an  irritant  to  tlie  stomach. 
It  should  be  prescribed  solely  for  those  cases  in  which  the  pain  is 
of  purely  nervous  origin. — Pron.  (•/.  Fharm.  Chim.,  1917,  16,  58;. 


The  Kind  of  Calcium  Carbonate  to  be  used  in  Medicine. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  great  importance  attaches  to  the  physical 
condition  of  precipitated  chalk  used  for  medicine.  When  the 
precipitation  is  performed  in  the  cold,  at  about  0"  C,  a  light, 
hydrated  carbonate  having  a  density  of  17  is  obtained.  This  will 
show  only  a  few  crystalline  grains  under  a  hiyh  magnification.  If 
precipitation  is  conducted  at  about  30"  C,  the  product  will  consist 
of  m  nute  rhombobedra,  and  have  a  density  of  2  7.  If  boiling 
solutions  are  employed,  the  precipitate  will  be  formed  of  prismatic 
rhombobedra  and  have  a  density  of  2  9.  Since  the  denser  form  is 
easy  to  manipulate  and  wash,  most  of  the  precipitated  calcium 
carbonate  of  commerce  is  of  this  variety.  Although  this  may 
answer  all  ofl^icial  tests  it  is  by  no  means  suitable  f  .r  medicinal 
use,  siace  it  is  much  less  readily  attacked  by  acids,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  will  pass  through  the  intestines  unacted  on  by  the 
acid  secretions.  When  calcium  carbonate  is  prescribed  the  form 
precipitated  in  the  cold  should  be  specified.  This  form  alone 
should  receive  oflicial  recognition  in  future  pharmacopoeias.^ — 
A.  Berthelot  (•/.  Pharvi.  Chim.,  1917,  16,  57). 


New  Method  for  Determining  Aldehydic  Sugars. 

The  process  described  is  iodometrio  and  depends  on  the  fact  that 
aldebydic  sugars  are  oxidised  by  excess  of  iodine  in  presence  of 
sodium  carbonate  with  formation  of  hydriodic  acid  and  the  corres- 
ponding monobasic  acid  thus  ;— B  CHO-fH20  +  l2  =  R  C00H  +  2HI. 
The  reaotion  is  not  immediate :  in  practice  about  three  times  the 
theoretical  amount  of  iodine  should  b-)  used  ;  with  glucose,  oxida- 
tion is  complete  in  about  thirty  minutes.  The  excess  of  iodine  is 
then  titrated  in  the  usual  manner  with  thiosulphate  solution. 
Simultaneously  slight  secondary  oxidations  occur.  To  correct  for 
these  an  experiment  may  be  run  simultaneously  with'  a  specimen 
of  pure  sugar  of  the  kind  being  determined,  to  obtain  the  correct- 
ing factor.  The  results  obtained  by  this  method  are  very  accurate. 
Ketonic  and  non-reducing  sugars  are  not  sensibly  oxidised  under 
these  conditions  :  aldebydic  sugars  may  therefore  be  determined  by 
the  method,  in  their  presence.  In  the  case  of  non-reducing  sugars, 
such  as  sucrose,  however,  the  accuracy  of  the  method  i-i  influenced 
by  the  proportion  of  these  present.  When  they  greatly  prepon- 
derate over  the  aldebydic  sujjar  the  amount  of  secondary  oxidation 
interferes  with  the  result.  Comparative  results  may  however  be 
obtained  by  checking  against  contr  )ls  made  simultaneously  with 
the  pure  non-reducing  su'.(ar.  Unfortunately  the  react  on  mixture 
has  affinities  for  other  organic  substances  besides  the  aldebydic 
sugars;  hence  its  practical  application  is  limited. — J.  Bougault 
(Comptcs  rejid.,  1917,  164,  1,008). 


Microchemical  Reaction  for  Perchlorates. 

The  reagents  employed  are  (1)  a  1  :  100  aqueous  solution  of 
strychnine  sulphate  ;  (2)  a  1  ;  50  solution  of  bruoine  in  1  per  cent, 
acetic  acid ;  and  (3)  a  1:50  aquenus  solution  of  morphine  hydro- 
chloride. A  drop  of  the  aqueous  so'.ution  suspected  to  contain 
perchlorate,  which  should  be  present  as  an  alkali  salt,  is  placed 
on  a  glass  microslide  so  that  it  forms  a  deep  convex  spheroid  and 
is  not  spread  out  over  the  surface.  Into  this  is  plunged  the  point 
of  a  finely  drawn  out-glass  stirrer,  previously  dipped  in  either  of 
the  above  a'kaloidal  solutions.  If  a  turbidity  occurs  almost  at 
once,  which  happ  ns  when  a  moierate  quantity  of  a  perchlorate  is 
present,  the  stirrer  is  withdrawn  and  the  growth  of  crystals  ob- 
served directly  with  low  power  without  a  covergUss  ;  then  after- 
war's,  with  a  higher  magnification  under  a  cover.  If  no  immediate 
turbidity  ii  observed,  the  tip  of  the  stirrer  is  brought  down  to  the 
surface  of  the  slide  and  stirred  against  the  glass  in  concentric 
circles-  with  gentle  friction.  In  a  short  time,  a  turbiditj'  will 
appear  if  perchlorates  are  present,  and  in  a  couple  of  minutes  or 
80,  characteristic  crystals  may  be  seen  under  the  m-croscope. 
With  strychnine  sulphate  there  will  be  group  needles  evident  with 
a  1  :  1.000  solution  of  perchlorate.  Witti  brucine  acetate  a  2  to 
3  : 1,000  solution  of  perchlorate  is  requisite  ti  obtain  characteristic 
lozenge  shaped  crystals.  With  morphine  hydrochloride  a  1:500 
perchlorate  solution  is  necessary  to  show  the  stellate  groups  of 
morphine  perchlorate.  These  reactions  are  the  corollary  of  the 
author's  micro  reactions  for  a'kaloids  with  sodium  perchlorate 
reagent. — G.  Deniges  {Annales  Cliini.  Anilyt.,  1917,  22.  127). 


124  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.     [Septemher  15,  1917. 


NEW  BOOKS  AND  EDITIONS. 


*  Cycling  for  Health  and  Points  for  Cyclists.'     By  Sir  Fmahk 

BOWDEN,  Bart.,  F.R.G.S.  Pp.  99.  Price  Is.  London  and 
Leicester  :  The  Criterion  Press. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book  was  published  in  1693.  This  new 
edition  comes  at  an  appropriate  time,  when  the  facilities  for 
travelling  by  railway  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The 
author  is  an  expert  cyclist  and  his  name  is  well  known  in  con- 
nection with  many  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  bicycles.  As  a  practical  guide  to  the  use  of  the 
bicycle  as  an  aid  to  health  this  little  book  should  be  read  by 
every  cyclist.  There  are  many  pharmaci-sts  who  are  devoted  to 
cycle  touring,  and  in  recent  years  our  readers  have  on  many 
occasions  made  use  of  our  Letters  to  the  Editor  section  to 
exchange  views  on  tihe  subject  of  projected  cycle  toura.  The 
headings  of  the  many  chapters  of  the  book  include:  "  Qhoice  of 
a  Cycle,"  "Gearing,"  "Learning  to  Ride,"  "Tyres,"  "Lamps," 
"Brakes,"  "How  to  Ride,"  "Car*  of  a  Cycle,"  "Cleaning 
Bearings,"  "Oiling,"  "Touring,"  and  "Drink  and  Diet." 
Each  subject  is  dealt  with  pleasingly  and  conoisely,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  book  will  ensure  for  the  pharmacist  reader  the 
attainment  of  knowledge  that  will  enable  him  to  get  the  most 
out  of  his  bicycle  with  a  minimum  of  trouble,  and  consequently 
ensure  for  him  a  means  of  healthy  relaxation  during  the  week 
or  two  during  the  summer  when  he  finds  himself  at  liberty  to 
go  touring. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


'White's  Vest  Pocket  Sundae  Formulary.'    Bv  E.  F.  Whitk. 

Price  1  dollar,  pp.  200.  Boston,  Mass.:  The  Spatula  Pub- 
lishing Co. 

This  is  a  collection,  of  1,500  x-eoipes  for  the  preparation  of  plain 
and  fancy  sundaes,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order;  many  "  dress- 
ings "  and  "  toppings  are  also  described.  The  .size  of  the  page 
is  3  X  6  inches. 


*  Glimpses  of  My  Life  in  Aran.'     Bv  B.  X.  Heudehiian. 

Part  I.  Pp.  vi.  4-  107.     Price  2s.  6d.  net.    Bristol :  John 

Wright  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  1917. 
The  authoress  desci-ibes  her  experiences  as  a  district  nurse  in 
one  of  tlie  loneliest  and  most  isolated  distiicts  in  the  West  of 
Ireland.  The  subject  headings  of  the  chapters  are:  (1)  How  it 
Appeared  at  First  Sight;  (2)  Some  Fii-st  Cases';  (3)  A  Perilous 
Holiday:  (4)  Further  Oa*es ;  (5)  Some  Strange  Domestic  Epi- 
sodes; (6)  Life  in  Aran;  (7)  Superstitions  and  Cuhitoms.  A 
luimber  of  photographic  reprod\ictions  illustrate  the  book. 


*  How  to  Become  a  Dispenser.'  By  Emilt  L.  B.  Forstee. 
Pp.  viii.  +  99.  Price  2s.  6d.  net.  London :  T.  Fisher 
Umvin,  Ltd. 

Th©  sub-title  of  this  book  is  "  TJie  New  Profession  for 
Women."  Its  contents  ere:  (1)  A  History  of  the  Woman  Dis- 
penser; (2)  The  Examiniations  for  the  Pharmiacist  and  the  Dis- 
penser: (3)  How  to  Prepare  for  the  "  Minor"  Examination;  (4) 
How  to  Prepare  for  the  "Assistants'  "  Examination;  (5)  Ap- 
pointment's Open  to  Women  Pliarmaci.sis  and  Dispensers;  (6) 
How  to  Start  a  Chemist's  Shop;  (7)  How  to  Study  for  the- 
"Major"  Examination;  (8)  List  of  Public  Institutions  that 
Employ  Women  Dispen^^ers ;  (9)  Copy  of  the  Syllabus  of  the 
Minor  Examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society ;  (10)  Copy  of 
the  Syllabus  of  the  As.sist^nts'  Examination,  Apothecaries'  Hall ; 
(11)  Hints  on  the  Management  of  a  Dispensary ;  (12)  A  Day's 
Work  in  a  Dispensary. 

'  Reports  of  the  Progress  of  .Applied  Chemistry,  issued  by  the 
Society   of  Chemical    Industry."     Vol.  I.— 1916.     Pp.  335. 
London:  Sor-iotv  of  Chemical  Industry,  Broadway  Chambers 
Westminster,  S.W.  1917. 
_  The  contents  of  this  book  are  a.s  follows :—"  Fuel  and  Heat- 
ing," by  J.  W.  Cobb:  "  Gas— Destructive  Distillation.  Tar  Pro- 


ducts." by  E  V,  Evans:  "Mineral  Oils,"  bv  .1.  W.  Cobb: 
"Coloui  iiiir  Matters  and  Dyes."  bv  Prof.  G  T.  Mor,gan : 
'Acids.  Alkalis.  Salts,  etc.,"  bv  H.  A.  Au<len :  "Glass  and 
Ceramics."  by  J.  A.  Audley:  "Building  Materials."  bv  J.  A 
Audley;  "Oils,  Fats,  and  Waxes,"  bv  G.  H.  Warburton : 
Paints.  Pipmcnt.s,  Varnishes,  and  Resins,"  bv  R.  S.  Morrcll ; 
"  In<liH  rubber."  by  H.  P.  Stevens:  "Leather  and  Glue,"  bv 
Joseph  T.  Wood ;  "  Fermentation  Industries."  by  Arthur  R. 
Ling;  "Water  Purification  and  Sanitation,"  by  F.  R.  O'Shaugh 
nessy;  "Fine  Chemicals.  Medicinal  Substances,  and  Essenti.il 
Oils."  by  F.  L.  Pyman ;  "  Photographic  Materials  and  Pro- 
cesses," by  B.  V.  Storr.  The  price  of  this  book  is  3s.  to 
mombors  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry;  5s.  6d.  to  others, 
post  free. 


HALIFAX. — A  me/oting  of  the  Halifax  and  District  Chomists' 
Association  was  held  on  September  5,  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel, 
Halifax,  with  the  Phesidknt  (Mr.  A.  Taylor)  in  the  chair.— 
Circular  Letter  P.S.  43  was  read  to  the  meeting,  the  cJiief  item 
dealing  with  supply  of  sugar  for  phai'.macists.  Messrs.  A. 
Taylor,  Gibson  Dixon,  aiul  the  Secretary  wore  appointed  to  act 
as  a  deputation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  local  Food  Control  Com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  conditions  to  be  fullillcd  by  pharmacists 
applying  for  sugar  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. — A  good  report 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  recent  lyocal  Associations  Conference, 
at  Sheffield,  was  submitted  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Swire,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conunitteo,  and  the  meeting  expressed  its 
ap{ft-eciation  of  Mr.  Swire's  constarjt  alertness  and  energy  in 
the  interests  o^  this  Association. — It  was  decided  to  rcconimendi 
every  member  to  support  the  Pharmaceutical  Parliamentary 
Fund  as  liberally  as  possible. — Particulars  of  the  Progressive 
Pharmacists'  Club  and  its  publications  were  brought  forward, 
and  the  opinion  was  unanimous  that  these  publications  would 
prove  extircinoly  useful  to  pharmacists,  .several  members  express- 
ing their  intention  of  taking  them  up  immediately. 


WILTSHIRE.— The  annual  ineeting  of  the  Wiltshire  County 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Trow- 
bridge, on  September  5.  The  Vioe-Chairman  (Mr.  W.  Couch, 
Chippenham)  presided. — The  report  upon  the  membership  of  the 
Association  was  a  good  one.  but  it  was  decided  to  make  a  special 
effort  to  get  every  pharmacist  in  business  in  Wiltshire  to  join. 
The  financial  report  showed  a  fair  balance  in  hand. — A  discus- 
sion took  place  on  minimum  retail  prices,  and  there  was  eiyery 
evidence  of  a  satisfactory  working  arrangement  being  obtained 
in  aiiost  towns.  It  was  proposed  to  set  up  an  exchange  and  sale 
system  between  the  members,  whereby  surplus  stocks  could  be 
reduced  and  wants  supplied.— The  officers  were  re-elected. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

Blackburn.— Insurance  Prescriptions. 

The  Coinniissioners  have  iiifornicd  the  Blackburn  Insurance 
Committee  that  they  have  no  objection  to  tho  destruction  of 
prescription  forms  relating  to  the  period  ended  Decemljer  31, 
1915,  provided  there  are  no  outstanding  questions  of  audit  or 
surcharge.  The  Insurance  Commissioners  have  consented  to  the- 
payment  to  the  Blackturn  Pharmaceutical  Committee  of  a  sum 
of  £91  6s,  6d.  for  administrative  expenses  for  1916.  A  further 
grant  of  £38  has  been  made  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
towards  administrative  expenses  incurred  for  the  first  half  of 
1917. 

Lanarkshire.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

The  inonithly  meeting  of  tho  County  of  Lanark  Pharmaccuti- 
oal  Committe'e  was  held  in  Motherwell  on  September  5,  Mr. 
A.  A.  Dick.  Bcllshill,  presiding.    The  accounts  for  July  were 
passed;  the  average  price  per  form  sihowcd  a  slight  increase 
over  tho  corresponding  month  of  last  year.    It  was  agreed  to 
inquire  into  the  oapit.a.tion  system  in  the  area;  also  that  in  ^lew" 
of  tho  prolon^a-ation  of  the  war  the  Stanj^inig  Comir.ittce  should 
be  asked  to  state  a  case  to  the  Commissioners  for  a.  4d.  dis- 
pensing foe,  and  that  in  future  gauze-s  should  bo  starred. 
Shropshire.- IMeetinjJ  of  Panel  Pharmacists. 
A  meetino-  of  Panel  Pharmacists  was  held  at  Shrewsbury  on 
September  6,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Sparrow  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Association.    There  was  a  good  and  lopre- 
s  -ntative  attendance.— It  was  resolved  to  support  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Local  Associations  in  its  endeavour  to  obtain  more 
equitable  financial  arrangements  for  In.surance  dispensing  next 
year,  and  also  to  contribute  again  to  the  Parliamentary  Election 
Expenses  Fund. 

Wiltshire.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
\  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was  held  at  the 
Town  Hall.  Trowbridge,  on  September  5.  A  discussion  took 
place  on  methvlated  liniments  upon  a  report  from,  the  Medical 
Benefit  Sub-C^ommittee.  The  '  Com^iittec  remained  of  the 
opinion  that  B.P.  liniment-s  should  be  dispensed  in  the  al«ence 
of  the  word  "  meth."  The  following  are  the  officers  for  th& 
"^  .^Lo^innan,  Mr.  E.  J.  Hughes  (Mjlksharn) ;  Secreta^, 
Mr  A.  C.  Allen  (Swindon);  Trea.surer  Mr.  Allen;  Sub-Com- 
mit«Be.  Me^rs.  Aplin  (Trowbridge)  ^\^  '^l  Z^'"^ih^^ 
Avon).  vCouch  (Chippenham),  Hughe»  (Mclksham),  with  the- 
Secretary. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 


Christmas  Parcels  for  Soldiers. — Tlie  ijublic  a.io  notified  that 
tJie  foLowing  are  tlio  latest  dates  on  wihiich  parcels  above  the 
postal  limits  of  weight  should  be  despatched  to  troops  serving 
abroad  (other  than  in  France),  in  order  to  secure  delivery  by 
Cliristmas  : — India.  Sept-eonber  20  ;  Mesopotamia,  October  10; 
South  and  East  Africa-.  October  25:  Sa-lonica,  November  1; 
Egypt,  November  1:  Malta.  November  20:  Gibraltar,  Decem- 
ber 1.  Such  pam'ls,  which  must  not  be  under  11  lb.  or  over 
56  lb.  in  woig-lit,  should  he  sent  to  the  Military-  Fonvardiiig 
Officer.  Avonmouth  Docks. 

Exit  Summer  Time. — Noi-mal  time  will  (be  restored  at  3  a.m. 
(summer  time)  on  the  morning  of  Monday  next,  September  17. 
The  public  are  instructed  to  set  back  the  time  of  all  clocks  and 
watches  by  one  hour  during  the  night  of  Sunday-Monday, 
September  16-17.  The  hands  of  ordinary  striking  clocks  should 
not  be  turned  backwa-rds.  The  change  should  be  made  by 
putting  the  hands  forward  eleven  hours,  and  allowing  the 
clock  to  strike  fully  at  each  hour,  half-hour,  and  quarter-hour 
as  the  case  may  be.  Tlio  hands  should  not  be  moved  while 
thi>  clock  is  striking.  An  alternative  method  applicable  to 
pendulum  clocks  is  U)  =r<>p  the  i)endulum  for  an  hour. 

Emetine  Bismuth  Iodide  in  the  Treatment  of  Carriers  of 
.4moebic  Dysentery.— In  a  report  on  this  subject  (Lancet), 
the  authors,  Waddell,  Books,  Watson,  and  Redman  King, 
find  (1)  that  emetine  bismuth  iodide  is  much  more  effective  than 
emetine  hydrochloride  in  the  treatment  of  carriers  of  Entamceba 
hittoiytiea.  hnt  about  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  failures  may  occur;  (2) 
that  the  intensely  irritating  action  of  the  drug  in  many  cases  is 

•  drawback  in  its  general  application.  Keratin  coating  serves 
to  minimise  or  prevent  its  physiological  action,  but  in  the  form 

,  of  salol-coatcd  pills  the  drug,  without  losing  efficacy,  is  rendered 
much  less  irritating;  (3)  the  drug  is  without  appreciable  effect 
upon  the  intestinal  flagellates,  but  has  an  effect,  usually  tem- 
porai-y,  on  the  Entamaba  coli. 

Benedict's    Test    for    Sugar    in    the    Urine.— Dr.    P.  J. 

Cammidge  (Lanrif)  writes  to  point  out  that  by  an  omission  to 
state,  in  an  abstract  from  his  "Glycosuria  and  Allied  Condi- 
tions.'' that  the  solution  was  for  quantitative  work,  medical 
men  have  complained  to  him  that  they  have  been  misled, 
and  therefore  have  not  got  satisfactory  results.  Benedict's 
qualitative  solution,  employed  in  testing  for  sugar,  is  prepared 
as  follows :— With  the  aid  of  heat,  dissolve  173  Gms.  of  sodium 
(or  potassium)  citrate  and  100  Gms.  of  anhydrous  (or  200 
Gms.  crystallised)  sodium  carbonate  in  about  700  C.c.  of 
distilled  water.  Dis.solve  17'3  Gms.  of  pure  crystallised 
copper  sulphate  in  about  IOC'  C.c.  of  water.  Cool  the  solutions 
to  room  temperature,  pour  the  second  into  the  first  slowly,  and, 
with  constant  stirring,  make  up  to  1,000  C.c.  with  distilled  water. 
The  difficnlties  of  having  two  separate  solutions  for  quantitative 
and  qualitative  work  may  be  avoided  by  employing  tho  modified 
Benedict  solution  and  methods  of  estimating  sugar  in  the  urine 
and  blood  described  by  Dr.  Cammidge  in  the  Lancet  of  April  21, 
191/,  p.  613. 

V.  New  Anaesthetic,  which  is  not  new,  since  it  has  been  in  use 
.Vmerica  for  several  years,  has  been  tried  with  wbat  are 
.limed  to_  be  remarkable  results  in  the  1st  London  General 
Hospital,  C'amberwell.     The  anaesthetic  is  a  mixture  of  nitrous 
"vide,  oxygen,  and,  if  necessary,  ether.     Its  advantages  are 
like  chlorofoi-m)  absence  of  unpleasant  taste  at  the  time  and 
r  operation,  and  speedy  return  of  the  patient  to  conscious- 
--.    Per  coptra.    It  cannot  I)e  used  in  all  cases,- is  more  cxpen- 
than  chloroform,  and  it  requires  a  special  apparatus  for 
.ninistration.    Apropos  of  this  report,  it  is  significant  to  note 
tlidt  the  Thrro pftiiic  Onzeite,  of  Philadelphia,  quotes  from  an 
arti<le   by    Baldwin,    in   tlie   InterHu,te   Medical    Journal,  as 
f  ilows: — "With     these     exceptions     (pulmoiia.ry  congestion 
I   acute   nephritis),   which  make    its  field   a  ivery  limited 
•.  nitrou.s-oxide  oxyg<-n   should   V«>   looked  on  as  the  most 
iigerous  anaesthetic  that  can  \w  used  even  in  the  huiids  of  the 
,-t  experienced."   He  adds  that  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital, 
••re  this  mixed  anaesthetic  was  all  the  rage  a  few  years  ago. 
'las  been  gradually  di-xoiitinued  in  favour  of  ether  per  sr,  and 
'es  that  geiierally  clinics  which  adopted  nitious-oxide  oxygen 
bei'innip'.^  to  revert  to  ether. 

\daptation  and  Disease.— In  his  Croonian  lectures.  Col.  J.  G. 
Adann  (li.jciiases  the  intricate  problem  of  adaptation  in  bacteria 

•  nd  the  resultant  evolution  of  disease.  He  dismi.>!S03  a«  incredible 
the  assumption  that  extant,  or  even  some  extinct,  diseases,  such 
%a  "  sweating  .sickness,"  have  existed  from  the  beginning  of 
terrestrial  humari  history,  the  evidence  being  that  diphtheria, 
cholera,  and  sypliilis  are  of  comparatively  modern  origin.  Syphilis 
was  c'Ttainlv  non-existent  in  early  Egypt  or  in  the  Rome  of  tho 
time  of  Galen.  It  i,^  probable  tnat  diseases  primarilv  endemic 
in  nature  and  scope  were  diffused  widely  over  the  world  by  the 


opening  of  trade  routes.  All  the  available  facts  and  considera- 
tions point  to  variability  and  adaptation,  and  not  to  tho  fixity 
of  species  of  bacteria.  Puthogenic  microbes  do  not  form  an 
order  by  themselves,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  singularly  diverse 
in  their  affiliations.  With  scarce  aii  exception,  every  genus  of 
micro-organism  has  its  representatives  among  the  pathogenic 
microbes,  or,  conversely,  every  patliogcnic  microbe  has  closely 
related  forms  dilfering  from  it  in  little  save  the  fact  that  one 
is  virulent,  growing  in  or  upon  tho  tissues,  the  other  non- 
virulent.  There  is  evidence  to  show  that  in  the  bacteria  at 
least  what  are  usua,lly  set  down  as  mutatiotis,  or  chance  varia- 
tions, are  in  fact  imposed  variations  due  to  specific  modifications 
of  the  environment,  and  the  inference  is  that,  within  certain 
limits,  there  is  direct  equilibration  between  the  organism  and 
its  environment.  As  an  example  of  variation  by  loss  of  factors, 
there  is  the  crucial  experiment  devised  by  Pasteur,  which  demon- 
strates that  by  exposing  any  culture  of  tho  anthrax  bacillus  over 
a  given  period  to  a  given  temperature  of  growth,  with  absolute 
precision,  the  power  of  spore  production  is  lost,  and  when  sub- 
sequently this  modified  strain  is  grown  under  ordinary  conditioiiB, 
through  thousands  of  generations,  there  is  no  recurrence  of 
spore  prot'luction.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  origin  of 
iiifections  is  due  to  the  transformation,  by  environmental  or 
other  causes,  of  non-pathogenic,  non-virulent  microbes  into 
pathogenic  and  highly  virulent  varieties. 

Flavine,  Sodium  Desoxvcholate,  and  Quinine  as  a  Mouth 
Wash.— Major  F.  M.  Wells,  C.A.D.C.  [British  Medical  Journal, 
reports  favourably  on  the  results  of  the  following  combinations 
of  the  above  drugs  for  the  (respective  purposes  stated:  — 

I.    Quinine  hydrochloride   5  Gms. 

Sodium  desoxycholate   40  Gms. 

Glycerin    250  C  cm. 

.  Water  to   1000  C.em. 

This  was  used  in  the  form  of  a  fine  spray  for  the  throat  a.nd 
nose  for  some  months  in  cases  pf  scarlet  "fever,  which  showed 
that  septic  throats  clear  up  with  it  at  least  as  rapidly  as  with 
any  other  form  of  treatment. 

II'    Sodium  desoxycholate    gr.  i. 

Quinine  ethylcarbonate    gv.  i 

Ol.  Menthae  Pip   m.  1/20 

Glycjrrhiz  -Ammon   gr.  2 

Also  with  flavine  1 : 1000. 
This  is  made  up  in  tablets  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanburys. 
Judging  from  the  chemical  action  of  the  desoxycholate  and 
quinine  tablet,  it  should  ibe  an  excellent  treatment  for  infected 
throats,  as  in  the  strength  used  in  these  tablets  all  the  pneu- 
iiiocooci  strains  are  easily  destroyed  without  causing  any  irritation 
<,n  the  mucous  inembrano.  And  by  tho  use  of  these  tablets 
amoebje_  are  very  easily  cleared  out  of  the  mouth,  as  has  been 
proved  in  cases  of  pyorrhoea  caused  by  amoebas. 

III.    Desoxycholate    2  per  cent. 

Quinine    0  25  per  cent. 

Flavine    1  in  2  000 

.\s  regards  llie  checking  of  the  development  of  bacteria  in  th« 
mouth,  this  solution  gave  the  most  favoura.ble  results. 

Dermatitis  Caused  by  German  Air-Raid  Explosions. — Dr.  J. 
H.  Soqueira  (liritish  Malical  Journal)  states  that  the  sub- 
stance which  gives  rise  to  this  form  of  dermatitis  is  he.xa- 
nitro-diphenyl-amine,  and  that  tbe  phenomena  are  identica-1 
'with  those  caused  by  aurantia,  an  orange  dye  (ammonium  hexa- 
nitro-phenyl-amino)  wliich  has  been  used  for  the  dyeing  of  dheap 
brown  shoes  and  other  loatlier  goods.  The  use  of  tiho  substance 
was  prohibited  in  Germany,  and  it  is  not  used  on  either  silk  or 
wool  in  this  country.  The  embargo  on  its  manufacture  in 
Germany  w^as  withdrawn  in  1880.  ■  Hexa-nitro-diplhenyl-amine 
is  recognised  as  a  hiigh  explosive,  and  it  is  coinibinod  with 
T.N.T.  in  the  bomibs  wihidh  have  been  dropped  in  the  recent 
German  air-raids  in  England.  It  is  important  to  avoid  touch- 
ing the  powder  or  materials  to  which  it  adheres.  Its  removal 
is  best  effected  by  moistening  a  surface  with  a  weak  alkaline 
.solution  (51  sodium  bicarbonate  in  a  quart  of  water).  This 
solution  may  be  applied  with  a  brusb,  or,  if  circumstances 
permit,  a  hose  may  be  used  to  wash  down  the  walls  and  contents 
of  an  apartment  or  surface  covered  with  the  powder.  It  is 
better  not  to  wear  gloves,  as  the  powder  adheres  to  and  later 
penetrates  thorn,  and  moist,  per.<vpiring  surfaces  are  specially 
sensitive  to  the  irritation  sot  up  by  the  chemical.  Rags  wet 
with  the  a.lkaline  solution  serve  well  for  some  piurposes.  Skin 
stains  may  ibe  removed,  prrtially  at  least,  by  friction  with 
pumice  and  washing  with  the  alkaline  solution.  When  the 
eruption  has  developed,  (he  parts  should  be  wa.shed  as  sparingly 
ns  possible,  but  the  alkaline  solution  is  beneficial.  The  best 
local  application  is  calamine  70  grains,  lime  water  and  olive 
oil  of  each  1  oz.  If  the  iparts  become  septic,  the  usual  remedies 
are  of  .seiT^ice.  and  in  a  bad  case  the  author  found  that  spraying 
the  parts  daily  with  a  malachite  green  sublimate  solution  was- 
of  'great  value.  The  formula  is  that  of  Mcintosh  and  Fildes, 
namely: — Malachite  green,  1;  Hydrairg.  Perchlor.,  O'S ;  Spt, 
Vini  Rect.,  100. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


The  qttotations  given  below  are  the  lowest  prompt  cash  prices 
for  bulk  qriantities,  to  which  other  charges  have  to  be  added. 
It  ia  important  that  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
any  comparison  between  the  prices  quoted  and  those  of  the 
wholesale  drug  trade. 


.GENERAL  MARKETS. 


TnuESDAYj  September  13,  1917. 

Although  price  changes  of  first-rate  importance  are  few  in 
number,  there  lias  been  a  considerable  number  of  fluctuations 
during  t<he  week,  the  bulk  of  them  in  an  upward  direction. 
There  is  not  so  far  any  relief  of  the  scarcity  of  Saccharin,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  supplies  of  the  British-made  product  will  be 
available  shortly  in  addition  to  arrivals  from  the  United 
States.  The  scarcity  of  Olrive  Oil  is  already  acute,  but  is 
likely  to  become  still  more  so.  Honey  is  in  better  inquiry, 
and  prices  have  an  upward  tendency.  Eucalyptus  Oil  con- 
tinues in  good  demand  at  firm  prices.  Citric  and  Tartaric 
Acids  are  quiet,  but  fairly  steady  ;  Cream  of  Tartar  is  very 
difficult  to  obtain  and  the  price  is  nominal. 


Higher. — Ergot  of  Rye,  Balsam  Peru,  Balsam  Tolu,  OHve 
Oil,  Senega  Root,  Tannic  Acid,  Gum  Arabic,  Star  Aniseed 
Oil,  Pimento,  Cloves,  Tm-pentine,  Rosin,  Soda  Crystals. 

Firmer. — Ipecacuanha,  Honey,  Hexamine,  Acetylsalicylic 
Acid,  Vianillin,  American  Peppermint  OH,  Oxalic  Acid,  Copper 
Sulphate,  Bichromate  of  Poteh. 

Earner. — ^Sulphonal,  Salicylic  Acid,  Sodium  Salicylate, 
Alum,  Potassium  Permanganate. 

Lower. — Resorcin. 


Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — Tlie  upward  tendency  continues,  but 
there  are  offers  at  15s.  per  lb. 

Alum. — The  demand  is  quieter  and  holders  are  not  quite  so 
firm  in  their  views. 

Balsam  Peru. — Again  dearer  at  19s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  B.P. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Dearer  at  2s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Barbitone. — This  has  become  scarcer,  but  the  price  is  not 
quotably  higher,  value  being  about  110s.  per  lb. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — ^Scarcer  and  firmer. 

Bleachinj^  Powder. — In  better  request ;  odd  lots  are  offered 
at  about  £23  for  casks. 

Bromides. — Firm  at  late  rates  and  in  good  demand. 

Cassia  Oil. — Firm  at  5s.  5d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent, 
on  the  spot. 

Caustic  Soda. — Quieter,  owing  to  difficulty  of  obtaining 
supplies. 

Chamomiles. — Belgian  are  available  at  370s.,  and  for  Frencli 
460s.  Ls  wanted. 

Chillies. — AH  the  offerings  were  bought  in  at  the  Spice 
Sales. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — About  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  duty  paid. 

Citric  .Vcid. — (Juict  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Citronella  Oil.— Firm  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — Firm  at  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cloves. — Again  dearer  at  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar 
after  busine.ss  at  Is.  3|d. 

Copper  Sulphate. — More  business  is  reported,  and  the  price 
has  advanced  to  £52  10s.,  Liverpool,  for  export. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — ^The  scarcity  is  as  pronounced  as  ever, 
and  the  nominal  value  is  285s.  for  98  per  cent. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Dearer  at  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  for  Russian  or 
Spanish. 

Gentian  Root. — OfTered  at  85s.  for  French  or  Spanish. 
Ginger. — All  the   oflenings  of  Cochin   and  Calicut  were 


bought  in  at  the  Spice  Sales ;  sea-damaged  Ja{)an  sold  at  35s. 
to  40s. 

Glucose. — The  price  of  liquid  on  the  spot  is  about  49s.  and  of 
solid  55s.  ;  the  demand  for  jam  making  is  less  than  mighf 
have  been  expected. 

Guaiacol  Carbonate. — Price  is  round  about  135s.  per  lb. 

Gum  Arabic. — Dearer  at  88s.  for  half  hard  Soudan  sorts. 

Hexamine. — Business  is  reported  at  3.s.  9d.  per  lb.,  but 
/there  are  still  weak  holders  who  would  probably  sell  below 
this ;  higher  prices  are  expected,  as  the  figure  above  named 
is  below  the  parity  of  fresh  imports. 

Honey. — There  is  more  inquiry,  and  the  price  is  tending 
higher. 

Ipecacuanha. — Appears  to  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
market. 

Japan  Wax. — Quiet  at  about  79s.  for  good  squares  on  the 
spot. 

Liquid  Extract  of  Male  Fern — Is  worth  about  30s.  per  lb. 

Liquorice  Root. — 110s.  is  asked  for  decorticated. 

Oils. — Castor  Oil,  ordinary  £80,  Pharmaceutical  £88 ;  Coco- 
nut Oil,  crude  £70,  ditto  refined  £85;  Cotton  Oil,  crude  £60, 
ditto  refined  Soap  Oil  £67,  ditto  refined  Edible  Oil  £75,  ditto 
American  refined  £95;  Linseed  Oil^raw  £58,  ditto  boiled  £61, 
ditto  refined  £63 ;  Palm  Kernel  Oil,  crude,  extracted  .£51, 
ditto  crude  cru,=hed  £52,  ditto  refined  £67 ;  Palm  Oil,  un- 
bleached £44,  ditto  bleached  £50;  Rapeseed  Oil,  crude  £66, 
ditto  refined  £71,  ditto  edible  £81  Soya  Oil,  crude  £60,  ditto 
refined  £75.  All  the  foregoing  prices  are  for  oil  at  per  ton  net 
naked  ex  ship,  mill  or  warehouse  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Packages  may  be  chiarged  extra  at  current  ma.rket  rates,  but 
not  exceeding  £4  per  ton  on  the  oil  or  fat. 

Olive  Oil. — Prices  are  likely  to  continue  to  advance  owing 
to  the  depletion  of  stocks  and  the  stoppage  of  supplies  from 
tlie  producing  countries. 

Oxalic  Acid. — Firmer  at  about  Is.  6^d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  is  v^ry  firm,  with  a  strong  u.p 
ward  tendency.  Japanese  dementholised  is  firm  at  3s.  6d.  to 
3s.  7d.  for  Kobvayashi  and/or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Phenazcne. — There  are  offers  at  about  56s.  per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein. — Value  is  about  85s. 

Pimento. — After  business  at  3gd.  per  lb.  for  fair,  4d.  is  now 

asked. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — This  is  a  trifle  easier  at  13s.  6d. 
to  14s.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — Quiet  but  fimi  at  2s.  lO^d.  per  oz.  Tlie  landings 
in  August  were  53,000  oz.,  and  the  deliveries  were  221,950  oz., 
reducing  the  stock  to  227,440  oz.,  compared  with  1,330,980  oz. 
last  year  and  2,164,360  oz.  at  corresponding  date  in  1916. 

Resorcin. — ^The  downward  price  tendency  continues,  'and 
there  are  offers  at  70s.  per  lb. 

Rosin. — Dearer.    Common,  strained,  spot,  33s. 

Saccharin. — Anything  available  at  the  moment  woixld  be 
worth  little  short  of  400s.  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — Salicylic  Acid  is  not  quite  so  scarce,  and 
there  are  offers  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb ;  the  Sodium  Salt  is  also 
rather  easier  at  about  9s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Salol.— Value  is  a,bout  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — 2s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  mtive  and  3s.  3d. 
for  Honduras. 

Senega  Root. — Scarcer  >and  dearer  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Senna  Leaves. — Good  quality  leaf  is  badly  wanted ;  busi- 
ness has  Icen  done  in  flim«y  bold  lc«af  at  l^A.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Firm  on  basis  of  235s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 

Soda  Crystals. — Difficult  to  obtain  and  dearer. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Again  dearer  at  4s.  per  lb.  for  "  Red 
Ship  "  on  the  spot. 

Sulphonal. — Again  rather  easier  at  about  39s.  per  lb. 

Tannic  Acid.— Quotation  has  advanced  to  78.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid.— Quiet  at  2s.  10^.  to  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Trional. — There  are  offers  at  56s.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — Dearer;  American  spot,  60s. 

Vanillin. — Firmer  at  about  45s.  per  lb. 
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BIRTHS. 

Beverley.— On  September  5,  at  76,  Mansfield  Road,  Notting- 
ham, the  wife  of  Sapper  T.  L.  Beverley,  R.E. — a  son. 

Corrall.— On  September  8,  at  2a,  Westmoreland  Road,  S.E.17, 
the  wife  of  George  F.  Corrall,  M.P.S.— a  son. 

Raynor. — On  September  5,  at  164,  Leyton  High  Road,  Lon- 
don, E.15,  the  wife  of  Edward  J.  Raynor,  pharmacist — a 
daughter. 

Sambridge. — Recently,  at  Heath  Cottage,  Cambridge  Road, 
E.  2,  the  wife  of  Robert  W.  Sambridge,  M.P.S.,  manager  for 
Percy  H.  Burton,  397,  Cambridge  Road — a  son. 

Spencer  Pavne. — On  September  7.  at  The  Pharmacy,  Old 
Leake,  the  wife  of  G.  H.  Spencer  Payne,  Ph.C,  M.P\S.— a 
daughter  (Eileen  Melegueta). 


MARRIAGES. 


Henshaw— Adams.— On  August  30,  at  St.  John's  Hill  Wesleyan 
Church,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Gilbert,  Joseph  Edward  Henshaw, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wyle  Cop,  Shrewsbury,  to  Edith  May, 
elder  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Adams,  of  Marysville, 
Shrewsbury. 

McGonigal — Kyd. — At  Broughty  Ferry  Parish  Church,  on 
September  5,  George  Calvert  McGonigal,  pharmacist,  Car- 
noustie, to  Alexandra  Margaret  (Maude),  younger  daughter  of 
the  late  James  Kyd,  Inspector  and  Clerk  to  Edinburgh  Parish 
Coimcil,  and  of  Mrs.  Kyd.  Viewforth,  Carnoustie. 

Gates — Dickinson.— On  September  5,  at  City  Road  Wesleyan 
Church,  Chester,  by  the  Rev.  A.  T.  Fakeley,  James  Oates,  of 
Liverpool  and  West  Ki.''by,  Cheshire,  to  Catherine  Mary, 
younger  daughter  of  David  Dickinson,  pharmacist,  Hoole, 
Chester. 


DEATHS. 

Archer. — On  September  5,  at  Guiseley;  Joseph  Sykes  Archer, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  78.  Mr.  Archer  was  in  business 
before  1868. 

Consins. — On  September  7,  at  his  residence,  Vaughan  Lodge, 
Long  Ditton,  Surrey,  William  Henry  Cousins,  C.B.,  formerly 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Captain  Cousins.    Aged  83. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr,  Herbert  W.  CoIIey,  M.P.S.,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chair- 
man  of  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Grimgby  Insurance  Committee. 

Mr.  James  Jack,  Ph.C,  Arbroath,  who  is  a  leading  local 
apiari.st,  has  been  appointed  first  President  of  the  recently 
formed  Arbroath   and  District  Beekeepers'  Association. 

Mr.  George  Turton  Green,  pharmacist,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Henley  Town  Council,  and  a  Borough  Magistrate,  has  been 
appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Oxford. 

Provost  Robert  Matbieson,  of  Innerleithen,  and  Councillor 
Raffan,  of  Port  Street,  Stirling,  have  been  appointed  members 
of  the  Food  Control  Committees  for  Peebles-shire  and  Stirling 
respectively. 

Mr.  C.  W.  N.  Fox,  M.P.S.,  one  of  the  directors  of  Messrs. 
Wm.  Fox  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  109,  111,  and  113,  Bethnal  Green 
Road,  chemists  and  druggists,  was  gazetted  Captain  on  August 
31,  after  being  on  active  service  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Miller,  Lieutenant  in  the  Gordons,  who  before 
joining  up  was  managing  assiatanit  to  Mr.  Edward  Courtenay, 
chemist,  of  2.  Queen's  Terrace,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W.,  haA 
been  award*y]  the  Military  Cross  for  good  work  in  the  last 
big  pij^h. 

Mr.  Henry  G.  Grantham,  who  represents  Messrs.  Allen  and 
Hanburys.  Limited,  in  Ireland,  has  passed  out  of  the  Cadets' 
School  and  obtained  a  commission  in  the  A.S.C.  motor  trans- 

Eort,  During  his  absence  on  service  Mrs.  Grantham  is  doing  a 
irjff;  part  of  his  work. 

Mr.  John  F.  Harrington,  Member  of  Council  and  Chairman 
of  th<!  Ijaw  Committee,  has  had  a  rather  serious  illness,  but 
his  wide  circle  of  friends  in  and  out  of  pharmacy  will  rejoice 
to  learn  that  he  is  now  making  a  good  recovery,  and  will  leave 
•hortly  for  the  seaside  to  recuperate. 


Mr.  Maicus  Preston,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  J.  Preston,  chomiet, 
of  105,  Barker's  Pool,  Slicffield,  has  recently  joined  a  unit  of  the 
Training  Reserve  with  a  view  (o  a  commission  in  the  Royal 
Flying  Corps.  Mr.  Preston  has  now  four  sons  in  the  Army,  all 
having  voluntarily  enlisted,  as  well  as  two  daughters  who  are 
nurses. 

Mr.  Percival  Proctor,  who  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cook  (Billiard  and  Co.,  chemists),  Faringdon,  Berks,  was  suc- 
cessful in  passing  the  July  examimation  for  A-rmy  Oadets  for 
entrance  to  the  Military  Colleges  at  Quetta  (India),  Sandhurst, 
and  Woolwioh.  He  has  chosen  Quetta,  and  expects  to  proceed 
thei-e  shortly. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Baker,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who,  since  his 
retirement  from  business  at  Bayswater,  ten  years  ago,  has  lived 
at  Brighton,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  two  grand- 
nephews  recently  decorated  by  H.M.  The  King.  Captain 
Harold  BaKeir,  Dorsetshire  Regiment,  attached  Somerset  Light 
Infantry,  received  the  Military  Cross  on  August  23,  and  a  week 
later  Fleet-Surgeon  George  Bisjhop,  R.N.,  received  the  C.M.G. 
Captain  Baker,  y*bo  is  the  second  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Baker,  of 
Waterlooville,  Cosham,  has  since  won  a  bar  to  the  Military 
Cross. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Grimshaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Darwen 
Street,  and  Eanam,  Blackburn,  a  iformer  President  of  the  North- 
East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  has  been  appointed  as 
representative  of  the  Corporation  on  the  Blackburn  Insvirance 
Committee  mudh  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  trade  in  general. 
Mr.  Grimshaw  has  been  connected  with  the  Association  from  its 
inception.  Originally  the  Town  Council  were  not  disposed  to 
elect  an  additional  pharmacist  on  this  Committee,  but  the  good 
work  accomplished  by  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  J.P.,  has  dispose*^ 
of  any  objection  there  might  have  been  to  dual  representation. 

Second- Lieut.  Felix  W.  Wiggin,  London  Regiment,  son  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wiggin,  Ph.C,  of  Ipswich,  has  been  awarded  the 
Military  Cross.  The  official  report  states  that  the  award  was 
made  "  for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty  in  leading 
his  platoon  forward,  and  skilfully  capturing  a  hostile  strong 
point.  Although  his  ankle  was  broken,  he  iremained  with  his 
men  and  sent  back  an  invaluable  report,  which  concluded  with 
the  statement  that,  '  although  unable  to  get  about,  he  intended 
to  carry  on.'  His  great  pluck  and  cheerfulness  did  much  to 
keep  up  the  spirits  of  his  men."  Lieut.  Wiggin,  now  in  his 
twenty-first  year,  enlisted  in  the  Suffolks,  in  September,  1914, 
waa  invalided  home  from  Gallipoli,  received  his  commission  in 
1916,  and  went  to  France  early  in  the  present  year. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Private  W.  Lunan,  of  the  Black  Watdh,  who  prior  to  the 
wa.r  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  chemist  with  Mr.  R. 
Robertson,  Moodie  Street,  Dunfermline,  has  been  admitted  to 
hospital  in  Lancashire  suffering  from  shrapnel  wounds  sus- 
tained in  action.  A  piece  of  shrapnel  still  lodiges  behind  his 
nose,  and  he  is  also  suffering  from  a  compound  fracture  of  the 
lower  right  jaw.    Ho  enlisted  in  Noveimlber,  1914. 

Private  W.  A.  Maben,  King's  Shropshire  Light  Infanti-y, 
the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  T.  Maben,  of  Parke,  Davis  and  Co., 
was  killed  in  a  charge  in  France  on  August  22. 

Lieutenant  James  Scobie,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Scoibie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  of  Shandwick  Place,  Edinburgh,  is  reported  to  have 
died  of  wounds  received  in  a  recent  engagement  on  the 
Western  front.  The  deceased  joined  the  fighting  forces  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  war,  and  had  seen  some  severe  fighting. 

Pte.  F.  E.  Talbot,  R.A.M.C.,  is  officially  reported  missing 
since  July  10.  Ho  was  for  nearly  seven  years  with  Mr.  F.  H. 
Ruoff,  Kingston  Cross,  Portsmouth.  Pte.  Talbot  joined  the 
R.A.M.C.  about  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  has  seen 
a  lot  of  the  heaviest  fighting,  being  attached  to  the  1st  Field 
Ambulance.  Should  any  phairmacist  on  active  .service  have  any 
information  concerning  Pte.  Talbot,  will  they  please  communi- 
cate with  Mr.  Ruoff? 


IRISH  NOTES  AND  NEWS. 


Dublin. 

The  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  at  their  meeting 
on  August  23,  passed  a  resolution  of  congratulation  to  Mr. 
Michael  O'Donnell,  M.P.S.I.,  apothecary  to  the  Castle  Street 
dispensary,  on  his  having  qualified  as  a  medical  man.  Dr. 
O'Donnell  was  President  of  the  former  Association  of  Irish 
Chemists!  A«sirtants  in  Dublin. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Evening  Classes  in  Bacteriology. 

■  As  the  regulations  for  tlie.  second  (ijiacticiil)  course  in  liac- 
teriology  at  the  Square  will  prevent  the  attendance  of  many 
pharmat'ists  who  were  able  to  attend  the  last  theoretical  cvennit; 
c^lass,  I  am  wi'iting  to  suggest  that  advantage  might  be  taken  of 
the  evening  classes  in  practical  Bacteriology  at  one  or  other 
of  the  liondon  pol^^iechnics.  I  have  before  me  a  syllabus  of 
the  South-Western  i'olytechnic,  Chelsea,  with  particidars  of  a 
first  practical  course  on  Thursday  evenings  from  7  till  10  p.m. 
The  practical  work  will  include: — "Staining  and  mounting  of 
bacteria;  metliod.s  of  isolation  of  bacteria  and  preparation  of 
pure  culture  media;  recognition  of  species;  investigation  of  .soil 
bact«ria  and  certain  pathogenic  bacteria ;  bacteriological 
examination  of  water,  sewage,  millv,  etc. ;  disinfection ;  micro- 
scopes and  oil  immersion  lenses  provided.  Fee,  5s.  per  term  of 
twelve  lectures,  with  practical  work."  If  a  sufficient  number 
of  pharmacists  would  join,  possibly  the  course  might  be  adapti'd 
to  their  special  requii-enients. 
London,  September  8,  1917.  J.  E.  aV'Iox.AOHAN. 


Assistants'  Remuneration. 

"  Hydrochloi-  "  (P.  J.,  September  8,  p.  117)  is  stating  the  wages 
of  assistants  in  pharmacies  where  h(<  has  been  doing  loeum  work 
not  his  own,  for  no  locum  would  think  of  working  for  £1  7s.  6d. 
per  week.  Also,  with  regard  to  your  editorial  article,  I  fail 
to  see  why  you  should  state  £5  10s.  to  be  excessive,  considering 
what  it  costs  in  money  and  time  to  become  qualified,  and  I 
may  say  liere  the  Society  do  not  help  matter.s  in  this  way  with 
their  unfair  examination.  I  consider,  like  many  others  who  are 
not  fortunate  enough  to  get  flirougb  the  examination  first  time, 
that,  had  I  remained  unqualified  at  £3  10s.  per  week  aiid  com- 
mission on  own  proprietaries,  and  invested  the  money  spent  in 
War  Loan,  I  should  without  doubt  have  obtained  £5  10s.  per 
week,  with  less  responsibility.  Further,  I  would  point  out  that 
all  your  subscribers  do  not  intend  opening  businesses  of  their 
own.  But  the  Society  welcomes  their  subscriptions.  Trusting 
I  am  not  putting  things  too  plainly. 

.J  IVLiRSHArL-VVOODCOCK. 

London,  S.E.,  September  7.  1917. 

[We  are  aware  that  "' Hydrochlor "  was  not  citing  examples 
of  salaries  paid  for  locum  work,  but  presumed  that  correspondent 
was  anplyinij  the  locum,  wages  rate  to  "  permajiencies."  We  sug- 
gested that  £5  10s.  per  week  "seemed  exocssive "  if  it  w^re 
to  be  taken  as  a  uniform  standard,  but  expressed  no  opinion 
as  to  its  appropriateness  or  equitableness  in  any  given  case.  The 
value  of  qualification  cannot  be  estimated  by  our  coi-respondent's 
empirical  method. — Editor.] 


This  IS  a  isubject  which  deserves  the  consideration  of  everv 
chemist.  My  contention  is  that  every  qualified  man  should  not 
have  less  than  £5  per  w-eek,  war  time  or  not.  Take  three  points : 
his  qualification,  his  personal  appearance,  his  social  position. 
The  first  he  has  gained  by  hard  work  and  at  considerable  ex- 
pense. The  second  is  an  absolute  essential  to  both  himself 
and  ihis  master.  The  third  elevates  him,  by  his  calling,  to  bo 
classed  at  least  above  the  ordinary  working  man.  It  &eems  a 
shame  that  through  lack  of  organisation,  a  wwthy  body  of  men 
should,  at  the  present  time,  bo  strugghng  on,  working  long 
hours  still,  at  £3  a  week  (my  wages),  and  manv  of  us  have 
families.  How  would  the  multiple  shops  go  on'  without  us? 
Now  IS  the  time  for  action.  Give  us  -i  lead :  fix  a  minimum 
wa_g€,  and  get  back  for  us  our  self-respect  and  rightful  standing. 

vSeptember  8,  1917.  "  Coxflao  "  (216/31). 

Assistants'  Remuneration  and  tlie  Pleasures  of 
Cosmopolitanism. 

Witli  reference  to  the  footnote  to  mv  letter  of  September  2 
[P.J-:  September  8,  1917,  p.  107).  I  hasten  to  point  out  that  the 
salaries  I  quoted  were  those  of  permanent  assistants  and 
managers,  not  locums.  I  have  met  lumbers  of  apprentices  and 
juniors  who  imagine  that  by  adopting  pharmacy  as  a  calling 
they  have  made  a  mistake.'  and  warn  their  friends  that  the 
game  is  not  worth  the  candle.  I  feel  sure  that  if  only  these 
embryo  pharmacists  were  cheered  by  occasional  letters  or  articles 
In  the  Journal  setting  forth  a  few  tirl vantages  of  the  profession, 
the  result  would  be  tliat  they  could  give  any  of  their  acquaint- 
ances who  were  thinking  of  choosing  a  career  a  different 
impression.  Providing  that  a  man  is  not  a  "  rotter."  once  ho 
has  qualified  he  is  sure  of  a  post  and  a  livable  wage,  and  need 
not,  therefore,  for  ever  walk  in  fear  of  unemployment   as  do 


many  better-paid  workers.  If  he  ,so  wishes,  he  can  travel  and 
see  the  world.  I  visited  South  Africa,  Au.slralia,  New  Zealand, 
Fiji,  Canada,  and  the  United  States,  and,  though  I  only  accepted 
positions  in  Australia,  I  had  several  offers  in  other  count:i< 
\^et  my  capital  before  leaving  England  was  only  £26  after  pii 
chasing  sufficient  clothes  for  two  years.  I  have  a  friend  wiio 
visited  the  South  of  France  as  English  a.<sistaiit  every  winter 
for  eight  years,  and  look  a  summer  engagement  on  the  South 
Coast  ot  England.  I  have  met  other  chemists  wlio  Jiave  visited 
China,  South  America,  and  India.  In  1913  I  was  second  assistant 
in  a  London  retail  house,  with  three  others:  between  us  we  had 
visited  cvrr]/  large  coimtry  in  the  movld  except  the  Arctic  regions. 
If  some  of  our  stay-at-home  (probably  in  the  sajne  town)  all-your- 
life  pharmacists  would  drop  the  eternal  grumble,  and  develop  an 
enthusiasm  for  their  profession,  Jhfe  scarcity  of  apprentices  would 
he  rectified 

September  10,  1917.  '•  Hydhochlor  "  (216/33). 

The  State  Recognition  of  Pharmacy. 

It  is  very  evident  that  Mr.  (1  Breese  does  not  write  from 
experience  wh(>n  he  .states  that  "  the  iictKl  of  dispensing,  as  we 
call  it,  is  unknown  in  the  Army."    There  he  is  entirely  wrong, 
and  if  he  should  spend  a  few  hours  in  the  dispensary  at  air.' 
of  our  casualty  clearing  stations  or  field  ambulances  he  won 
be  convinced  that  dispen.sing,  "  as  we  (  all  it,"  is  very  "nwv 
known  and  appreciated  in  the  Aiiny.      Who  would  Mr.  Bref  >' 
consider  more  capable  of  preparing  percentage  solutions  of  su(  h 
widely  used  alkaloids  as  morphine,  -emetine,  strychnine,  etc  . 
than  "  quasi-profe.s.sional   hybrids,"  as  he  collectively  calls  ua 
pharmacists?    Mr.  Breese  asks;  "What  can  w^e  offer  beyond 
compounding?"    Surely  we  can  conduct  urine  analysis  as  ably 
as  our  Continental  confreres,  Tvho  are  recognised,  and  what  is  by 
far  the  greater  need  of  the  Army,  we  «in  conduct  "  water 
analysis."  and  if  Mr.  Breese  -will  bear  in  mind  that  several 
millions  of  troops  have  been  living  on  practically  the  sanif 
gnound  for  three  years,  and  also  that  the  drinking  water  sup]il 
of  France  is  for  the  most  part  from  wells.  I  think  he  will  agi  ■ 
with  me  when  I  say  that  "analysis  of  drinking  water'  i.. 
'■  some  '■  offer.    I  feel  confident  that  pharmacists  can  conduct 
"water  sterilisation"  and  testing  for  poisons  more  cfficientlv 
than  the  usual  type  of  Army-trained  R.A.M.C.  man.  Accuracy 
and  speed  are  the  two  great  essentials  for  Army  dispensing,  and 
these  two  are  not  so  easily  attained  by   "that  material   •  " 
average  intelligence  which  is  so  quickly  endowed  with  suf' 
cient  knowledge  to  make  that  material  an  efficient  ccfrnpoundei 
Here  I  must  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Breese  fi> 
tells  us  that  "the  need  of  dispensing  is  unknown  in  the  Armv, 
and,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  that  we  need  efficient  coi.i 
pounders.    Really,  Mr.   Breese !    Qualified  sergeant  dispensers 
are,  to  my  knowledge,  often  doing  the  work  of  three  eificii „t 
compounders,  and,  furthermore,  I  never  .see  any  fuss  made  with 
regard  to  the  intricacies  of  dispensing.    .\  man  who  knows  hi- 
work  dop.sn't  make  a  fuss,  as  a  rule.    I  think  rdl  pharmaei- 
"  in  the_  field  "  will  asree  with  me  yhen  I  sav  that  we  desei 
recognition,  even  for  dispensing  alone,  or,  if  Mr.  Breese  pref. 
the  term  "  comoounding,"  let  him  have  it.    I  fail  to  see  fl 
difference.    With    rrtference   to  the   "Commissions  for  Phn 
maci-sts"  question.  I  think  it  concerns  us  .more  than  the  "man 
m  the  street,"  who  cannot  be  expected  to  attain  that  which 
does  not  affect  him. 

September  6.  1917.  D.  Stockwell,'  L.-Cpl. 

At  the  risk  of  offending  Mr.  Atkins  by  "  blindly  rushing  int 
print."  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  comments  on  the  replies  ■ 
my  letter  on  above  subject.    I  will  endeavour  to  put  my  ide;i- 
briefly :  I  asked  why,  as  chrmints,  we  sliould  expect  State  recofr 
iiition.  and.  so  far,  your  columns  are  sterile  of  a  cogent  reasoti 
Mr.  Arthur  writes  44   hnes.  but   not  until    line   33  does  li 
nttempt  a  renlv,  when  he  says,  "  I  do  not  discus.s  the  question  ■ 
State  re<  oanition."    His  very  able  letter  is  nierelv  an  attack  .  i 
"  I'lt  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  would  l)e  if  it  were  som. 
thing  that  it  is  not.    Once  for  all,  I  disclaim  my  ideas  on  tlii- 
subject  as  being  the  least  indicative  of  the  opinions  of  anv  otli. 
member  of  that  club.    They  may  be.  or  not;  but  probably  mo 
of  the  members  would  agree  that  when,  as  n,  class,  we  niak' 
demands,  those  deinands  should  be  based  on  logical  facts.  Wf 
must  not  expect  things  to  happen  just  because  we  wish  them. 
As  to  Mr.  Atkins.    Ilis  letter  only  proves  that  some  men  of  tl. 
P.V.C..  after  special  training,  may  become  eligible  for  commi 
sion.    Is  that  a  reason  why.  being  diemists.  we  should  lie  al- 
to claim  the  rifht  to  a  commission?      Other  men  would  1 
dually  eligible  after  a  snecial  training.    As  regards  his  kin 
'.ffer  of  a  private  chat,  with  view  to  my  enlightenment.  I  feaw 
I  must  decline.    In  the  vernacular,  "  I  have  had  some."  Mr. 
.\tkins  hints  at  the  value  of  paper,  but  for'/ofs  that  my  time  i-< 
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of  even  greater  value.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Wilson's  reuiaiks, 
the  following  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  why  I  made  my  debut 
late-  (1)  I  was  busy  organising  my  own  concerns  that  my  soul 
wouid  not.  for  ever,  bo  fettered  to  my  counter.  (2)  District 
Associations  that  have  provided  the  stimulus  for  interchange  of 
opinions  are  of  but  recent  growth.  (3)  Insurar.ce  work  ha.s 
opened  the  eyes  of  most  to  the  fact  that  if  we  want  better  terms 
we  must  make  a  bold  bid  for  them.  I  would  ask  Mr.  Wilson 
if  his  analytical  training  has  merely  developed  the  conclusion 
that  in  pharmaceutical  politics  a  man  is  "too  old  at  forty"? 
Anyway,  I  still  maintain  that,  until  we  are  so  much  better 
educated,  that  we  are  on  a  par  with  our  Continental  confriirs, 
we  (aiinot  hope  for  full  recognition,  though  I  by  no  means 
"  quenilouslv  desire  "  to  blame  our  authorities  for  the  short- 
coming. In'conclusion,  1  am  still  bold  enough  to  beg  a  reason- 
able sratement  as  to  why,  being  just  what  we  are,  we  can  clami 
recognition  as  a  right. 

Streatham,  September  10,  1917.  C.  Bkeese. 

"The  Fly  in  the  Ointment." 

1  wa.s  pleased  to  read  the  letters  of  Messis.  Kirkby  and  Ray  nor 
in  your  issue  of  September  1,  and  recognise  and  appreciate  both 
♦>i.'  courtesy  and  ability  manifested  in  their  respective  conmiuni- 
is.  Mr.  Kirkby  asks  two  questions.  To  the  first  I  would 
that  no  one  seems  able  to  fix  an  exact  date  for  the  origin 
ol  Lantharides  ointment.  Aretseus  (2nd  century,  A.D.),  quoted 
by  Mr.  Kirkby,  is  certainly  very  old,  but  not  absolutely  proved 
to  be  original.  "  Time  immemorial  "  is  a  phrase  c-ommonly 
-used  to  denote  ancient  things  where  the  name  of  inventor  or 
introduqar  is  either  unknown  or  wrapped  in  the  oblivion  of 
uncertainty.  It  was  in  this  sense  I  used  it.  To  the  second,  as 
he  rightly  stutes,  the  mt>s-t  obvious  question  of  all,  I  may 
remark  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  God's  Word  written,  and. 
bein<;  so,  Eje  nc-cessarily  absolutely  correct  and  definite,  and 
they  refer  with  equal  accuracy  to  past,  pi-esent,  and  futiue,  for 
aJl  "time.  Now  the  teaching 'of  the  verse  is  not  in  any  sense 
marred  or  weakened,  and  in  no  wise  interfered  with,  by  assum- 
ing the  ointment  to  have  "  flies  of  death  " — and  tei-tainly 
cantharides  are  that— as  its  chief  constituent.  The  presence  of  the 
flie.-i  (i)lural,  please  note;  causes  the  stinking  sa,voar.  It  is  not 
said  the  ointment  is  sjmlod  thereby.  As  is  well  known,  the 
Do'-i.iv  Version  does  not  count  for  much.  "Dying  flies,"  to 
say  the  least,  is  a  vtry  poor  rendering  of  "  flies  of  death."  which 
is'tht!  marginal  rendering  in  the  Authorised  Version,  and  is  the 
correct  one.  In  the  ointment  the  flies  of  death  would  not  con- 
•  a  large  proportion  of  its  bulk,  although  they  are  the 

of  the  bad  odour;  hence  the  teaching  that  a  little  folly 
-  a  bad  reputation  in  tKe  man  who,  but  for  that,  woukl  be 
held  in  repute  lor  wisdpm  and  honour.    The  Scripture,  being 
of  (l<)d,  also  foresees  (Galatians  iii.  8),  and  it,  would  be  quite 
i!)le  for  it  to  describe  what  then,  perchance, -was  not  in  actual 
nee.    I  do  not  press  thia,  but  merely  allude  to  its  possi- 
.     .  ;  whereas  it  is  an  actual  fact  that,  in  the  present  day,  the 
etmking  odour  of  an  ointment  in  common  use  is  caused  by 
"  flies  of  death."  „  „ 

J.  Spenceb  Palmer,  M.P.S. 
Thornbury,  Glos.,  September  1.  1917.  . 

fin  a  postscript  Mr.  Palmer  mentions  that  this  letter  is  \\Titten 
■on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  tiis  entrance  into  apprenticeship 
at  Penzance.  Wo  otter  him  our  heartiest  congratulations  on 
the  robust  intcUectii.Tl  health  and  activity  of  which  his  letter  is 
■such  a  .striliing  prcfof. — Editok.j 

1  have  been  aaked  for  a  translation  of  the  Latin  quotation  by 
Giovanni  Stefano  Menochio.   given  in  my  last  letter,  which 
•red  in  the  Journal  of  Septenaber  1.  1917.    The  follovang  is 
;blv  a  fair  tran.slation :— "  Just  as  flies  dying  in  o<loroiia 
.erits  destroy  the  swfjctness  of  them,  even  though  the  fly  is 
all  animal,  so  a  small  thing  brings  great  injury  to  affairs. 
I  .m  is  more  preciou-s,  as  it  is  said.    Thus  small  and  short- 
;  folly  destroys  wiwlom  which  is  rnore  p.-ecious  than  any 
"    The  last  sentenre  is  ai\  explanation  of  the  Vulgate  text, 
relU  us  that  the  word  "  parva  "  must  be  taken  in  conjunc- 
with  the  word  "  stultitia."     The  translation  is  lit<  rallv 
"  That  (word)  small  nui.st  be  joined  with  (the  word)  folly." 
v.ndon,  E.,  September  11,  1917.        Edward  J.  R^yxoit. 

Pharmacy  in  Fiction. 

T  am  rather  surprised  Mr.  f.'ecii  Owen  made  no  mention  of 
'  Postmaster's  Dauj^hter."  by  Louis  Tracy,  in  his  interesting 
article  on  "  Pharmacy  in  Fi<:tion."  As  the  title  suggests, 
nterest  centres  around  the  daughter  of  the  village  post- 
roasUjr,  a  .self-educated  and  cultured  young  lady,  much  desired 
of  bv  the  unmarried  swains  of  the  locality,  among  whom  was 
Siddie.  the  village  chcmi.st,  who,  it  turns  out,  is  portrayed  as 
the  villain  in  ari  admirable  fa.shion,  in  much  the  same  way  as 


Mr.  (,'ecil  Owen  would  have  had  it  hims('lf,  full  use  being  made 
of  the  possibility  a  ohoinist  has  of  indulging  in  crime  of  a  highly 
artistic-  order  without  much  fear  of  detection.  Of  <'our.se,  as 
all  good  novels  must,  the  story  ends  with  the  death  of  the 
villain,  and  the  hero  and  heroine  loave  the  stage  to  the  tiound 
of  wedding  bells.  To  the  chemist  the  chief  interest  of  the  story 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  singulu'i-ly  free  from  howlers,  as  deplored 
by  Mr.  Owen — indeed,  one  wonders  whether  a  village  chemist 
had  edited  Mr.  Tracy's  proofs. 

Sanderstead,  September  9,  1917.  Fuedk.  A.  Stooke. 


A  Message  from  Mesopotamia. 

We  arc  indobte-l  to  Mr.  .J.  Murchie,  President  of  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scoitland  Chemists'  Association,  for  permission 
to  quote  the  following  passages  in  a  graphically  descriptive 
letter  to  his  former  employers,  Messrs.  Griorson  and  Murchie, 
from  Sergeant  J.  Watson,  R.A.M.C.,  Clinical  Laboratory, 
.\niara: — "At  present  a  lig  loaf  is  about  all  one  requires. 
Fancy  living  in  a  temperature  of  120°  F.  in  the  shade.  As  I 
am  writing  ...  I  am  almost  liquid,  evaporation  will  follow, 
and  condensation  about  8  p.m.  How  would  you  like  to  go  to 
bed  with  your  sleeping  suit  soaked  in  ice-cold  -water,  and  wake 
up  two  or  three  hours  afterwards  tO'  find  yourself  perfectly 
dry?  We  do  this  regularly  from  1  to  4  p.m.  It  may  be  risky, 
but  it  is  the  only  way  to  get  to-sleep  in  the  afternoon.  I 
2-enerally  rise  about  5.50  a.m.,  breakfast  at  six,  go  down  to 
the  Lab.  afterwards,  Biid  finish  at  twelve.  Then  return  for 
lunch,  and  immediately  thereafter  go  off  to  bed  stark  naked, 
and  per.5pirc  a  great  deal  more  than  in  the  hot  room  of  a 
Turkish  bath.  Rise  about  5  -p.m.,  have  a  cup  of  tea,  a  bath, 
and  dinner  at  6  p.m.  The  only  place  of  resort  available  in  the 
evenings  is  some  of  the  other  sergeants'  messes,  where,  if  so 
inclined,  one  may  drink  beer  at  Is.  4d.  a  bottle,  or  whisky  and 
soda  at  about  the  same  price.  Finish  up  with  a  game  of  bridge 
at  8  annas  a  100.  This  is  all  very  well  once  in  a  while,  but 
soon  becomes  as  expensive  as  a  London  West  End  hotel.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  been  almost  teetotal,  and  intend  to  continue 
so,  as  one  has  to  be  careful  of  his  health  out  here.  .  .  .  Since 
starting  this  letter  I  have  had  a  three  days'  bout  of  sandfly 
fever.  It  has  a  rather  peculiar  chairt.  It  starts  with  a  pyrexia 
of  105°  F.,  there  then  ensues  a  suto-normal  temperature  cf 
97°  F.,  accompanied  by  severe  pain  in  the  neck  and  shoulders, 
and  a  .splitting  headache.  Aspirin  is  the  specific  far  it,  quinine 
is  only  irritating.  .  .  .  This  place  out  East  is  next-door  to 
hell  as  regards  climate.  The  Shamal  winds  |)revail  at  prtsent, 
and  the  dust  and  heat  exacerbated  at  iiiglit  by  mosquitoes, 
sandflies,  and  other  pests,  make  life  worse  than  miserable,  t 
would  rather  stand  my  chance  in  the  front  trenches  in  Franro. 

I  have  changed  my  occupation  to  bacteriology,  and 
find  it  much  more  interesting  than  phaj-macy.  I  was  fortunaie 
to  be  placed  under  the  well-known  specialist.  Captain  Acton, 
I. M.S..  late  Director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute  of  .Judsea.  .  .  . 
and  formerly  chief  assistant  to  Sir  James  Bland  Sutto.-i,  of 
?vondoii.  This  officer  has  taught  me  to  some  purpose,  and  I 
-^think  I  could  take  over  ii  good  class  Lab.  now  The  trapics 
is  the  place  for  pathology.  We  have  done  work  for  nearly  a'l 
the  human  microbic  diseases,  including  paratyphoid,  malaria, 
relapsing  fever,  cerebro-^pinal  fever,  yellow  fever,  phlebotomous 
or  S-indfly  fever,  tubercle  bacilli,  syiihilis,  gonorrhoea,  leprosy, 
ar.thrax.  plague,  glanders,  and  Malta  fever,  while  dysentery 
cases  are  examined  microscopically,  and  colonies  isolated  daily. 
.Ml  blood  cultures,  Widals,  Wasserman's  tests,  media  making, 
incubation  of  bugs,  and  io,?earch  w-ork  on  frogs  and  snakes,  until 
it  had  to  be  discontinued  because  of  the  heat.  ...  I  have 
been  taking  blood  from  the  jugiilar  veins  of  three  sheep  to-day, 
and  the  lot  were  parasitic.  This  shows  that  the  foo-d  is  con- 
taminated too.  .  .  .  We  were  successful  in  winning  the 
Amara  Football  League  prize;.  We  had  the  assistance  of 
MoBean,  of  Queen's  Park  Club  (Glasgow).  He  is  a  cajjtain 
hero.  The  badges  were  hard  fought  for.  and  the  dc^arest  prize 
that  I  shall  ever  get.  I  had  niy  nose  solit.  teeth  broken,  and 
arms  and  legs  badly  cut.  Some  of  these  Indians  are  very 
good  players,  but  rather  rough  in  their  action.  I  get  on  very 
well  with  them,  and  can  now  speak  a  little  Hindustani,  which 
is  a  great  help." 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Casein  Glycerophos  (J.  M. — 216/24). — Your  prescription  ought 
to  be  allowed. 

Arsenical  Sheep  Dip  '(J.  M.— 216/24). ^See  '  Chemist's  Annual, 
1917,"  pages  59-60. 

"  Stock  in  Trade  "  (H.  G.— 216/32).— We  think  .stock  in 
trade"  does  not  include  "fixtures." 

Su}?ar  of  Milk  (F.  H.  H.— 215/40).— It  is  not  necessary  t» 
rt  gister  as  a.  retailer  of  sugar  in  order  to  sell  sugar  of  milk. 
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Jury  Service  (W.  E.  M.— 216/27).— The  notice  you  refer  to  will 
be  found  under  "  J'hannaceutical  Service  Bulletins,    page  11  J. 

Specimens  lA.  McK..— 215/33).— The  fruiting  piewj  is  liryum 
caspiticum.    The  seed  is  Indian  dill  fruit,  I'eucedanum  Soma. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  (T.  F.  T.-216/43).-See  the  notes  on  the 
subject  in  the  I'  J.  of  May  26  last,  page  433,  and  August  4, 
page  49.  ,  •  1 

Sugar  (W.  E.  M.— 216/27).  You  should,  in  concert  with  your 
local  pharmaceutical  committee,  apply  to  the  local  Food  Contro. 
Committee  (see  p.  119). 

Diet  for  Diabetics  (C.  B.-216/38).-You  will  get  full  par- 
ticulars in  the  F.J.,  May  5,  1917,  page  392 ;  February  10,  1917, 
page  129 ;  April  1,  1916,  page  351. 

Sale  of  Glycerin  (G.  T.  H.— 216/30).— There  is  no  regulation 
prohibiting  the  sab  of  glycerin,  but  medicinal  glycerin  is  no 
longer  manufactured  or  supplied.  Stocks  cannot  therefore  bo 
1'  G  J3 1  ii  c  od 

Pig  Condition  Powders  (A.  A.  B.— 214/34).— (1)  Potassium 
bicarboiiiate,  1  oz.  ;  potassium  nitnate,  1  oz. ;  suibbn.ed  sulphur, 
4  oz.  ;  powdere.d  liquonce  root,  4  oz. ;  fceniU'greek,  10  oz.  Dose. 
—60  to  240  grs. 

Use  of  Cocaine  in  Hospitals  (J.  W.  B.— 216, 36).— The  regula- 
tions apply  to  all  transactions  in  the  drug.  Pharmacists  in 
charge  of  hospitals  can  obtain  from  the  Home  OfBce  a  permit 
to  have  possession  of  and  supply  cocaine  preparations  for  tire 
use  of  patients  under  treatment. 

Sugar  (W.  B.  B.— 216/47).— There  is  no  provision  at  present 
for  inclusion  of  pharmacists  in  retail  practice  in  the  sugar  dis- 
tribution scheme.  If  such  inclusion  is  to  be  eflfected,  it  can 
only  be  done  as  the  result  of  action  by  the  Society  {already 
taken)  supported  by  local  representations  to  the  Food  Control 
Committees  through  the  Associations  (see  n.  119). 

Difference  between  Serums  and  Vaccines  {W.  A.  K.— 216/25). 
—A  vaccine  is  a  suspension  of  dead  or  attenuated  inicro- 
organisms,  or  the  products  of  their  growth  in  a  culture  medium. 
A  specific  serum  is  the  separated  fluid  portion  of  the  blood  of 
an  animal,  usually  a  horse,  that  has  been  inoculated  with  a 
variety  of  micro-organism  or  its  toxin. 

Artillery  Fire  and  Rainstorms  (J.  W.  H.— 215/42).— It  has 
been  shown,  we  believe,  that  there  is  no  connection  between 
rainstorms  and  artillery  fire.  The  idea  is  an  old  one,  and  the 
firing  of  heavy  guns  has  been  tried  in  agricultural  districts  ot 
France  and  elsewhere,  many  years  ago,  far  the  purpose  of 
briii"-ing  rain  to  parche-d  districts  where  it  was  not  inchned  to 
fall.°but  absolute  proof  of  its  success  has  never  been  forthcoming. 

Burning  Oil  for  Lamps  (T.  D.  S.— 216/21).— Your  inquiry  is 
rather  vaguely  ■  worded,  but  we  infer  that  the  sort  of  burning 
oil  you  require  is.of  the  cycle  lamp  type.  An  excellent  mixture 
which  serves  equally  well  for  lubricating  and  burning  pur 
poses,  consists  of  equal  parts  of  sperm  oil  and  liquid  paraffin,  or 
one  part  of  the  first  and  two  of  the  second.  To  such  mixtures 
the  addition  of  camphor  is  sometimes  made  in  the  proportion 
of  about  10  per  cent.  This  facilitates  the  lighting,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  increasis  the  luminosity  of  the  flame,  as  it  i 
claimed  to  do.    Liquid  paraffin  alone  is  a  good  burning  oil. 

Lotion  for  Children's  Heads  {R.  >H.  S.— 216/50).— The  follow 
ing  is  ccrtainlv  an  improvement  on  the  formula  you  submit,  and 
it ° has  been  "highly  recommended: — Concentrated  infusion  of 
quassia,  1  fl.  oz. ;  spirit  of  rosemary,  90  minims;  oil  of  sassafraS: 
30  minims;  alcohol,  2  fl.  drs. ;  liquefied  carbohc  acid,  2  fl.  dis 
water  to  6  fl.  oz.  This  should  be  well  shaken  before  it  is 
.applied.  You  might,  if  you  desLi-e  it,  omit  the  carbolic  acid, 
as  the  oil  of  sassafras  is  the  most  important  ingredient;  it  is 
in  fact,  a  specific,  often  used  alone.  The  above,  however,  is  an 
elegant  prepara'tion  in  comparison  with  the  oil. 

Irish  Slate  (A.  McK.— 215/33).— '  Redwood '  refers  to  this  -js 
follows:—"  Lapis  Hibcrnicus,  Irish  slate,  is  an  argillaceous  slate, 
said  to  contain  iron  and  sulphur.  It  is  found  in  different  parts 
of  Ireland,  in  masses,  of  a  bluish-black  colour,  which  stain  the 
hands.  When  powdered  it  has  a  light  bluish  tint,  which 
becomes  darker  with  keeping.  When  exposed  to  the  fire  it 
acquires  a  pale  red  colcur  and  emits  a  sulphurous  smell.  The 
powdered  slate  is  sometimes  administered  by  the  poor  as 
remedy  for  internal  bruises."  Other  notes  on  the  subject  state 
that  it  contains  a  good  deal  of  iron  and  a  little  sulphur;  that  it 
was  formerly  used  as  a  remedy  for  internal  and  external 
bruises,  protabiy  because  the  powder  stains  the  skin  with  a 
bluish  stain  like  a  bruise ;  it  is  still  used  by  the  ignorant  in 
some  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  is  probable  quite  inert. 
Powdered  rottenstone,  it  appear^,  has  been  sold  under  this 
name.  A  few  years  ago  a  correspondent  in  Durham  informed 
us  that  he  sold  Iri.'ih  slate  frequently. 

Removing  Acriflavine  Stains  from  the  Skin  (F.  N  — 216/49). 
There  may  be  a  difference  between  fresh  stains  of  acriflavine 
and  old  ones  as  to  the  treatment  tliey  require.    But  we  are 


informed  by  an  export  who  has  made  experiments  with  fresh 
stains  on  the  fingors,  that  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  removes  the 
stains  very  well,  and  that  sulphurous  acid  is  also  good.  He 
thinks,  however,  that  the  use  of  both  gives  better  results — that 
is,  first  to  treat  tlie  staine  with  dilute  hydToohlorio  aoid,  wash, 
then  use  sulphurous  acid,  and  wash  again.  Sodium  nitrite  and 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid  produce,  wo  understand,  a  maroon 
colour,  but  this  is  easily  washed  off.  It  is  interesting  that  "if 
a  dressing  is  done  with  acriflavine,  and  aftorwards  witlh  eusol, 
the  stain  disappears,  but  it  is  not  quite  so  successful  in  removing 
tho  stains  from  tlie  fingers."  This  suggests  that  eusol  is  useful 
for  the  purpose,  and  we  advise  you  to  try  the  finger  stains  first 
« ith  eusol,  and  then  with  acetic  acid,  or  dilute  hydrochloric  acid. 

Ridding  Dog  of  Fleas  fH.  F.  T.— 216/16).— As  you  find  both 
washing,  and  dusting  with  insect  powder  unsatisfactory,  the 
former  on  account  of  the  tendency  to  produce  a  chill,  and  the 
'atter  tending  to  make  the  dog  sick  from  licking,  we  think  you 
might  get  some  satisfaction  by  rubbing  dry  sulphur  well  into 
the  coat,  sulphur  having  the  reputation  of  keeping  away  fleas. 
Pekingese  dogs,  however,  are  so  delicate  that  it  is  difficult  to 
suggest  a  remedy  that  would  not  be  apt  to  upset  them  in  one 
way  or  another.  Highly  odorous  substances  would  doubtless 
have  a  good  effect  as  remedies,  but  they  also  would  be  hkely 
ti)  have  some  undesirable  effect  on  the  dog ;  otherwisCj  you 
might  try  a  wash  containing  2  oz  of  soft  soap  to  the  pint  of 
water,  with  10  drops  of  oil  of  mirbanc.  Or  a  mixture  of  anisol, 
2'5  mils. ;  essence  of  verbena,  2'5  milS.  ;  90  per  cent,  alcohol, 
45  mils. ;  water  to  100  mils.  This  has  been  suggested  for  use  on 
the  human  scalp,  and  other  parts  of  the  'body,  as  a  parasiticide, 
and  is  said  to  be  very  effective.  Sprayed  well  into  the  dog's 
coat,  it  might  be  of  some  use.  Another  idea  is  the  use  of  a 
strong  infusion  of  quassia.  This  has  been  stated  to  cause 
swarms  of  fleas  to  "  vanish  as  if  by  magic."  It  has  the  merit 
of  simplicity  and  harmlessness,  and  the  dog  would  not  Uck 
himself,  after  being  rubbed  with  this,  so  freely  as  he  would 
in  the  case  of  dusting  with  insect  powder. 

Action  of  Mercuric  Chloride  on  Aluminium  (W.  C. — 215/41). — 
The  reaction  you  refer  to  is  well  known.    About  twenty  years 
ago  there  was  a  note  in  the  Chemical  News  on  the  action  of 
mercury  salts  on  aluminium.    This  described  a  case  in  which 
an  aluminium  spatula  was  used  to  transfer  certain  solid  sub- 
stances from  bottles  to  test-tubes.    After  use  (in  about  two 
minutes),  the  end  of  the  spatula,  which  had  been,  wiped  clean, 
was  found  to  be  covered  with  a  coating  of  white  powder.    It  was 
rinsed  in  water,  wiped  dry,  and  again  laid  aside.    Soon  after- 
wards it  was  again  seen  to  be  coated  with  something,  and  on 
examination  this  coating  had  the  appearance  of  a  brush-like 
^rowth  "  like  certain  moulds,    j^bout  the  same  time  as  the 
publication  of  the  note  referred  to,  there  was  one  in  the  P.J. 
entitled  ''Aluminium  Gauze  to  Protect  Workers  with  Mercury," 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  "in  contact  with  mercurial  vapour 
this  oxidised  very  quickly,  and  at  the  same  time  fixes  the  meir- 
cury."    If  you  examine  the  white-film,  which  you  say  increases 
rapidly,  and  assumes  an  appearance  like  small  particles  of  snow, 
you  will  doubtless  find  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  aluminium  in 
its  composition.  A  note  in  Comptes  rendus  states  that  if  strips  of 
aluminium  are  shaken  with  a  little  mercury,  and  then  withdrawn 
and  carefully  wiped,  they  commence  to  oxidise  almost  imme- 
diately, and,  if  thrown  into  water,  are  rapidly  converted  into 
alumina.   

COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine  (161/4).— Makers  ? 
"  Ecuriam  "  Maternity  Gown  (161/5). — Makers? 
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SUNDAY,  September  16. 

United  Arfs  Rifles.  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m..  Company  parade.  Headquarters.  Uniform, 
drill  order.  Party  proceeding  to  Rainham  for  Musketry 
will  parade  at  Fenchurch  Street  Station  at  10.40  a.m. 
.Machine  Gun  section  will  parade  headquarters  at 
9.30  a.m.,  and  also  proceed  to  Rainham  for  fire  practice. 
Uniform,  marching  order,  with  packs;  haver.saok  ration 
to  he  carried. 

Tuesday,   September   18.  —  Officers    and  N.C.O.'s 
 '  Musketry." 

Wednesday,  September  19.— 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parade  at  Head- 
quarters. 

Thursday,  September  20.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,3,  and  4  Platoons  parade  at 
Headquarters. 

THURSDAY,  September  20. 

West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pliarmac'sts.- Meeting  in  Earlham  Hall,  Earlham  Grove,  Foresl 
Gate,  E. 


Lecture  on  ' 


Ol)e  Jpl)armaceuticttl  3oumal 
att6  'pl)armaci5t 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  I. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  ofRcial  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
ror  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 

of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES: 
EDITOR:  CENTRAL  13413. 

Society :  Museum  3226. 
Publishers :  Holbom  174. 


TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 
EDITOR:  "PHARMAKON,  LONDON!' 

Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 
Publishers:  "Pharmads,  London.' 


tDITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Opening  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

The  seventy-sixth  scs.-ion  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  will  bo 
opened  at  3  p.m.,  on  October  3,  1917,  when  the  Hanbury  Medal 
and  the  School  Prizes  will  be  presented  by  the  President,  and 
the  Inaugural  Sessional  Address  delivered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
E.  F.  Harrison,  C'.M.G.,  a  former  member  of  the  Society's 
Board  of  Examiners  in  England  and  Wales.  The  Hanbuiry 
MedalLst  this  year  is  Professor  Henry  G.  Greenish,  the  Dean  of 
the  School.  We  are  asked  to  intimate  that  owing  to  present 
abnormal  conditions,  the  customary  light  refreshments  cannot 
fee  provided. 

'  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  '  anck  '  The  Pharmaceutical 
Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and  Students.' 

Copies  of  the  '  Codex,'  for  which  there  is  a  sustained  and 
steady  demand,  can  now  be  had  bound  up  with  the  Supplement 
at  lis.  pout  free;  and  'The  Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book,'  an 
increasingly  popular  publication,  containing  a  wealth  of  compact 
and  convf-nient  infornoation,  as  well  for  the  practising  pharmacist 
««  for  the  student  of  pharinacy,  now  in  its  seventh  edition, 
■will  be  forwarded  post  free  for  23.  5d.  Orders  enclosing  remit- 
tances should  be  addressed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press,  17, 
Bloomsbiiri'  .S<|iiare,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  l>ranch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been' discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  who  aire  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  BIwmsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
keep  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  class. 

Proposed  Bacteriology  Class  in  Manchester  University. 

Pharmacists  in  the  Manchester  district  interested  in  this 
«nbject  are  invited  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Jas.  Grier.  The 
University,  with  a  view  to  forming  a  class  during^the  ensuing 
■winter.  Wednesday  aff  rrn-Kri  or  r  -,  r-nini'  h;)=  bfnn  -nH-frp't'  d 
M  a  suitable  time. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

THE     SALE     AND     SUPPLYING     OF  NARCOTICS 
OR  STLMULANTS  TO  MEN  SERVING  WITH 
THE  COLOURS. 

In  an  Editorial  Note  on  this  subject  (P.J.,  July  28, 
p.  37),  we  gave  answers  as  iinder  to  the  folio  wing  three 
questions  which  had  been  submitted  to  tis,  viz.  : — 

"  (1)  An  officer  in  the  R.A.M.G.  presents  to  a  chemist 
a  prescription  written  by  himself  for  his  own  use,  such 
prescription  being  for  cocaine,  morphine,  or  other  narcotic 
sc.hedule<l  in  the  Order.  Can  the  chemist  lawfully 
dispense  it?' 

"  (2)  An  Army  or  Navy  medical  officer  presents  a  writ- 
ten order  signed  by  himself  for  hypodermic  morphine 
tablets,  explaining  tliat  ha  is  leaving  for  service  abroad, 
and  requires  the  tablets  for  emergency  use  for  himself 
or  others.    Can  the  tablets  be  lawfully  supplied? 

"  (3)  Many  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are 
registered  phjanr  a-cists,  or  have  been  in  the  drug  trade. 
Can  they  be  lawfully  supplied  with  any  of  the  scheduled 
narcotics  ? 

"-To  use  the  convenient  Parliamentary  formula,  the 
answer  to  all  three  queries  is  e.m/phatically  in  the,  nega- 
tive." 

Following  upon  the  publication  of  the  article,  we  received 
a  number  of  inquiries  challenging  the  accuracy  of  the  inter- 
pretation given  in  it,  of  the  terms  upon  these  points,  of  the 
Army  Council  Order  of  May  11,  1915.  And  in  order  to 
.iiscertain  the  official  view  of  our  attitude,  we  forwarded  a 
copy  of  the  .Journal  containing  the  article,  together  with  an 
application  'or  a  pronouncement  on  the  specific  issues  in  the 
ease,  to  the  Home  Office,  by  which  it  was  referred  to  the 
War  Office.  We  have  now  received  a  communication  from 
the  latter  Department  to  inform  us  that  it  is  commanded 
by  the  Army  Council  to  intimate  that  the  replies  to  the 
three  questions  above  cited  on  the  supply  of  narcotics  to 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  are  as  follows  :— 

(1)  The  .prescription  miust  be  written  by  a  medical 
practitioner  other  than  tlhe  person  for  whom  it  is 
written.  Your  opinion  that  the  answer  to  Question  1  is 
in  the  negative  is  tlierefore  correct. 

(2)  The  written  order  referred  to  in  Question  2  is 
clearly  not  a  prescription  within  the  mea.ning  of  the 
Order.  The  prescription  must  refer  to  som&  definite 
person  as  the  patient  for  whom  the  medicine  is  ordered. 
The  answer  is  therefore  in  the  negative. 

(3)  The  answer  to  Que^ion  3  is  clearly  in  the  negative. 

Tliis  authoritative  deliverance,  which  is  entirely  consistent 
with  the  fuodamenitai  principle  and  essential  object  of  the 
Order,  will  clear  up  the  last  trace  of  dubiety  irn  the  mind  of 
the  pharmacist  in  retail  business  as  to  his  plain  duty  under 
the  Order.  He  must,  in  all  the  circumstances  indicated,  or 
implied  in  the  stated  oases,  or  governed  by  them,  absolutely 
refuse  to  sell  or  supply  scheduled  narcotics  or  stimulants  to 
members  of  H.M.  Forces.  This  will  not  necessarily  prevent 
.*u<jh  members  from  receiving  the  narcotics  in  question  for 
legitimate    purposes    of    medical    treatment    through  the 
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accredited  military,  naval,  or  civilian  channels.  But  even 
if  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  Oi-der  should  entail  some  incon- 
venience or  privation,  it  must  be  endured  for  the  sake  of  the 
well-being  and  efficiency  of  tlhe  Army  and  Navy. 


SUGAR  DISTRIBUTION  TO  PHARMACISTS. 

The  official  classification  of  pharmacists  as  manufacturers 
for  the  purposes  oi  Lord  Rhondda's  scheme  {vide  "Pharma- 
ceutical Service  Bulletins,"  P. J.,  September  15,  p.  119)  gives 
promise  of  an  equitable  allocation  to  pharmacists  of  whatever 
eugar  may  be  available  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.  Belated 
as  it  is,  the  new  arrangement  is  welcome,  and  with  the  greatly 
diminished  demand  for  sugar  for  medicinal  use,  due  to  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  sugar-containing  pre- 
parations and  the  substitution  for  these  of  accredited 
alternative  preparations,  even  the  restricted  scale  of  50  per 
cent,  of  the  1915  quantity  should  suffice.  In  our  "Bulletin" 
we  indicated  that  measures  were  in  contemplation  for  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  for  the  interim  distribution  of  sugar  to 
pharmacists  until  the  advent  of  the  iGovei'nraent  scheme  for 
the  regulation  of  supplies  to  manufacturers  on  November  4. 
Further  consideration  of  this  proposal  has  shown,  however, 
that  the  time  between  now  and  that  date  is  too  short  to 
admit  of  the  construction  of  the  complicated  quasi-official 
macbinery  that  would  bp  necessary  to  ensure  a  satisfactory 
division  of  supplies.  And  in  all  the  circumstances,  with 
special  reference  to  the  vastly  reduced  demand  for  sugar  for 
medicinal  use,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  much  aggravation  of  the 
situation  during  so  brief  an  interval.  The  procedure  for 
procuring  authority  for  supplies — which,  of  course,  is  not 
quite  the  same  thing  as  actually  I'eceiving  the  supplies, 
although  the  presumption  is  that  these  will  be  forthcoming — is 
quite  simple  and  direct.  The  manufacturing  pharmacist — that 
is,  the  pharmacist  who  makes  up  his  own  simple  syrup  and 
other  medicinal  syrups  or  sugar-contfiining  preparations — 
must  apply  to  his  Local  Food  Office  for  a  copy  of  printed  Form 
No.  S.13.  According  to  the  official  time  table,  September 
29  is  the  last  date  for  the  lodging  of  such  applications,  and 
doubtless  the  majority  of  pharmacists  will  be  able  to  conform 
to  this  limit.  But  in  special  cases,  as  when  the  Local  Food 
Office  is  not  j'et  opened,  an  extension  of  time  must  needs  be 
made.  It  would  not  be  safe,  however,  for  the  pharmacist  to 
presume  upon  any  term  of  grace  until  he  gets  confirmation  of 
the  fact  from  his  Local  Authority.  All  particulars  as  to  the 
place  and  claims  of  the  manufacturer  under  the  scheme  will 
be  foLUid  in  the  Form,  which  should  be  carefully  filled  up 
according  to  the  instructions.  It  should  be  understood  tihat 
the  sdheme  does  not  contemplate  the  supply  of  sugar  for 
proprietaries,  but  doubtless  separate  a,pplications  for  this 
puipose  will  (be  considered  on  theax  merits.  Where  phar- 
macists are  also  mineral  water  manufacturers,  separate 
application  will  likewise  be  necessary.  The  pharmacist  will 
be  able  to  procure  supplies  in  accordance  with  previous 
practice,  througih  his  local  grocer  or  wholesaler.  It 
oiight  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the  scheme 
a  certain  preference  is  given  to  the  supply  of  saigar 
for  use  in  medicine.  In  the  event  of  a  shortage  of 
supplies,  white  vouchers,  which  represent  demands  for 
the  general  iniblic  and  some  other  users,  will  receive  a  certain 
measure  of  preference  from  suppliers,  over  blue  vouchers — re- 
presenting manufacturers'  allowances — except  svch  as  relate  to 
supplies  for  drugs  and  medicinal  'preparations.  In  view 
of  the  simplicity  and  straightforwardness  of  the  procedure 
just  described,  our  readers  ought  not  to  experience 
any  difficulty  in  making  out  and  lodging  the  necessary 
forms  of  application.    We   are,    of  course,  perfectly  well 
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awaro  that  no  sciheme,  however  comprehensive,  can  pos- 
sibly cover  all  the  contingencies  and  problems  in  this  or  any 
other  connection.  But  if  pharmacists  in  doubt  or  perplexity 
upon  any  point  will  only  communicate  in  the  first  instance 
with  their  Local  Association,  they  can  invariably  depend 
upon  receiving  all  the  advice  and  assistance  they  require. 
'Many  inquiries  continue  to  reach  us  from  readers  who,  for 
some  inscrutable  but  utterly  indefensible  reason,  still  hold 
aloof  from  the  membership  of  their  nearest  Local  Association. 
In  these  times  of  national  struggle  and  crisis,  when  collective 
action  is  an  urgent  necessity,  individualism  or  indifference  ii 
a  form  of  treason  not  merely  to  a  profession,  but  to  the  State. 
And  now  that  the  whole  country  from  Land's  End  to  John 
o'  Groats  is  ramified  by  a  territorially  complete  system  of 
County  and  County  Borough  Associations,  the  pharmacist 
who  neglects  or  refuses  to  join  an  Association  is  a  self-con- 
demned Ishmaelite,  who  must  "  dree  his  weird  "  as  a  wanderer 
in  the  wilderness,  with  every  man's  hand  against  instead  of 
for  him. 


PHARMACY  IN  FICTION. 


Flaubert's  '  Madame  Bovary.' 
M.  Homais,  Pharmacien  Premiere  Classe. 

BV  "  ECLECTIC." 

M'r.  R.  Cecil  Owen's  reference  to  '  Madame  Bovary  '  in  biia 
well-informed  and  entertaining  article  on  "  Pharmacy  in  Fic- 
tion"  Umte,  pp.  109,  120)  may  serve  as  a  pretext  for  amplifying 
the  suoject,  this  phase  of  which  is  probably  unfamiliar  t» 
many  readers  of  the  Journal. 

Flaubert's  Rank  in  French  Imaginative  Literature. 

Flaubert,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  nineteenth  century  French 
novelists,  was  inspired  and  afflicted  by  the  dual  and  conflicting 
temperaments  of  the  romanticist  and  the  realist.  '  Madame 
Bovary,'  his  masterpiece,  is  usually  classified  as  a  realistic 
novel,  and  credited  with  being  the  putative  begetter  of  the 
Realistic  School  in  Fiction.  But  its  central  tragic  figure,  the 
hapless  Enrnia  Bovary,  is  the  victim  of  consuming  romantio 
sentiment  and  desire — ^for  the  unknown  adventure,  felicity,  and 
glory  that  lie  for  ever  beyond  the  narrow  horizon  of  everyday 
experience.  This  perpetual  craving,  at  first  a  luxury  of  the 
imagination,  finds  some  satisfaction  in  day-dreams  which 
reconcile  the  maiden  and  the  young  matron  to  the  toedium  vita 
of  life  in  a  humdrum,  obscure  country  town.  But  later  oomee 
disillusionment,  and,  as  a  reaction  from  it,  a  volcanic  eruption 
of  the  romantio  passion  which  overwhelmea  Emma  in  disaster 
and  death.  All  the  characters  in  the  story,  whose  lives  and 
lines  are  cast  in  a  small  French  provincial  town,  are  limned 
by  the  master  hand  of  genius,  an-d  are  of  that  band  of  immor- 
tals in  literature  to  whom  the  creations  of  Shakespeare,  Cer- 
vantes, anid  Moliere  belonig.  M.  Homais,  the  pharmacien,  ia 
a  subsidiary  character  in  the  novel,  but  Ihis  personality  in  aU  its 
strength  and  weakness,  stands  out  with  the  incisiveness  of  a 
cameo.  He  is  most  adequately  envisaged — next  to  a  study 
of  him  in  the  context  of  the  novel,  through  the  medium  of  the 
following  passages  in  the  monoiiraph  on  Flaubert  by  Emile 
Faguot  (Aoademie  Fran(;aise) — English  translation. 

Homais  Impropria  Persona. 

"  A  man  in  green  leather  slippers,  somewhat  pitted  with 
smallpox,  wearing  a  velvet  cap  with  a  gold  tassel,  was  warm- 
ing his  back  against  the  chimney-piece.  His  face  expressed 
nothing  but  self-satisfaction,  and  he  seemed  as  calm  in  life 
as  the  finch  which  hung  in  a  wicker  cage  above  his  head." 
(P.  191.) 

A  Great  Little  Man. 

"Homais  is  prodigiou.sly  real.  Like  Emma  (Madame  Bovary) 
he  is  born  to  immortality.  He  represents  the  conceited 
stupidity  of  the  small  French  bourgeois,  a  stupidity 
developed  by  half-education,  and  cultivated  by  vanity, 
and  that  vanity  itself  developed  by  the  ever-preaeni 
feeling  of  a  slight  superiority  of  education  over  his  neighbours. 
Confidence  is  his  essential  trait;  ho  always  affirms;  he  never 
doubts  an  idea  that  has  occurred  to  him,  but  always  admire* 
it,  and  is  struck  by  what  it  contains  that  is  just,  practical; 
without  malice,  he  is  by  no  means  malicious,  but  obliging 
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even,  and  ready  to  render  many  a  small  service,  which  feeds 
hie  vanitv  by  increasing  his  importance.  He  is  aware  of  tJie 
duties  which  his  intellectual  superiority  demands  of  him 
towards  his  inferiors,  and  does  not  conceal  from  himself  that 
the  destinies  of  the  small  town  in  which  he  lives  hang  upon 
him.  But  he  is  aggressive  because  of  the  wounds  to  his  self- 
love  inflicted  by  resistance,  or  by  the  mere  idea  of  resistance. 
To  differ  from  him  entirely  or  only  partly  is  to  offend  him 
deeply,  and  he  becomes  very  angry  with  any  obstacle,  even 
an  inert  one.  Prejudice,  routine,  stagnation,  rooted  stupidity, 
are  these  not  enough  to  anger  anyone?  It  would  be  so  easy 
to  take  him  as  a  guide  and  keep  him  as  such.  He  is  chieflv 
irritated  against  the  Church  and  religion,  and  that  not  through 
impatience  of  restraint,  for  he  has  no  vices,  but  through 
jealousy  of  a  rival.  Religion  claims  to  govern  souls.  By 
what  right?  The  direction  of  souls,  minds  and  hearts  should 
belong  to  science,  and  science  means  M.  Homais.  Religion 
impinges  on  the  natural  and  acquired  rights  of  M.  Homais. 
That  is  not  to  be  put  up  with.  Therefore,  his  pugnacity, 
which  elsewhere  is  intermittent  though  lively,  here  becomes 
vehement,  implacable  and  continuous.  Clericalism  ia  the 
enemy;  more,  it  is  the  competitor.  Not  that  M.  Homais  is 
without  religion.  He  has  a  God,  the  God  of  Socrates,  of 
Franklin,  of  Voltaire,  of  Beranger,  of  le  Vicaire  Savoyard, 
of  Rousseau's  '  Emile.'  But  oflScial  religion  is  his  enemy  in 
that  it  is  an  obstacle  to  every  progress  and  to  the  intellectual 
domination  of  M.  Homais  over  the  masses.  It  is  an  obstacle 
to  the  jights  of  which  M.  Homais  is  the  depositary  and  the 
propagator.  It  prevents  him  to  a  certain  extent  from  accom- 
plishing his  mission.  Also  by  its  doctrine  of  miracles  it  is 
somewhat  harmful  to  the  pharmaceutical  trade.  ...  M'. 
Homais  is  not  merely  a  scientist,  he  is  a  man  of  letter.  He 
has  called  one  of  his  daughters  Athalie.  Now  Racine's  Athalie 
is  a  masterpiece,  though  of  dangerous  tendencies ;  but  genius 
must  be  forgiven  a  few  mistakes.  .  .  .  M.  Homais  is  a  real 
living  man,  and  consequently  offers  certain  private  and  per- 
sonal features.  His  Importance,  M.  Homais  presents  an 
element  of  light  and  amiable  skittishness  more  suitable  to 
a  commercial  traveller  than  to  a  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
though  he  knows  how  and  when  to  assume  a  grave  attitude 
while  discoursing :  he  is  capable  of  a  playful  use  of  his  talents 
on  some  occasions.  .  .  .  M.  Homais  is  a  gentleman ;  he 
respects  the  weaker  sex,  and  is  intelligent  to  recognise  chosen 
souls  over  whom  he  would  not  wish  to  exact  more  than  the 
gentle  influence  of  an  equal."    (Pp.  99-102.) 

Emma's  Elective  AfBnity. 

'The  misfortune  of  Madame  Bovary  consists  in  not  having 
married  M.  Homais.  One  cannot  help  thinking  so  right 
through  the  book,  and  it  adds  another  feature,  another  charm 
to  the  amiable,  first-class  chemist  [pharrnacien  premiere  classe) 
.  .  .  It  is  with  a  pioua  expression  of  the  melancholy  wail 
of  mankind,  into  which  his  own  plaint  enters  confusedly, 
that  he  writes  on  her  tomb.  'Sta  viator  amabilem  oonjugem 
calcos.'  "    (P.  112.) 

M.  Homais  as  a  Type. 

Colloquially  Homais  has  passed  into  the  currency  of  meta- 
phor. "  They  said  above  all  '  a  Homais'  and  I  (Faguet)  think 
It  will  always  be  said,  partly  because  the  man,  as  painted  by 
Flaubert,  is  marvellously  real,  and  partly  because,  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  a  type,  he  is  eternal.  .  .  .  The  chemist  we 
call  '  a  Homais '  is  not  unlike  Flaubert's,  yet  Flaubert's 
Homais  has  some  literary  and  artistic  pretensionfi  that  Homais 
(the  antitype)  is  often  without."    (Pp.  193-215.) 


G.    K.    CHESTERTON    ON  PHARMACY. 

BY  B.  CECIL  OWEK,  B.SC. 

There  is  something  especially  attractive  in  the  opportunity  of 
listening  to  G.  K.  C.  on  chemists.  This  opportunity  is  afforded 
by  a  book  which  only  hardened  and  incorrigible  Chestertonians 
can  read  at  all — to  wit,  '  The  Napoleon  of  Netting  Hill,'  the 
author's  first  novel.  Now  G.  K.  C.  is  romanticist,  philosopher, 
poet,  and  humorist  (besides  a  host  of  other  things),  and  he  displays 
himself  aa  all  of  these  in  what  he  has  to  say  about  pharmacy  in 
Chapter  I.  of  Book  HI.  of  the  work  named.  The  story,  whimsi- 
cal in  the  highest  degree,  tells  of  a  separate  town  of  Netting 
Hill  (a  century  hence)  at  war  with  West  Kensington  and  other 
nei!?hbouring  towns,  the  leader,  or  Napoleon,  of  the  Netting 
Hall  forces  being  one  Adam  Wayne— a  "  lunatic."  Preparing  to 
withstand  a  siege,  the  Napoleon  seeks  the  services  of  a  grocer, 
a  barber,  a  curio-dealer,  a  toyshop-keeper,  and  a  chemist. 
O.  K.  C,  through  the  mouth  of  Adam  Wayne  (the  "lunatic"). 


thus  philosophises  upon  the  essential  distinctions  which  separate 
a  grocer  from  a  chemist:— 

Which  should  come  first  in  our  affections  .  .  .  the  great 
man  in  the  daily  round  Itho  grocer]  or  the  great  man  in  an 
emergency  [the  chemist"]?  .  .  .  Which  is  more  certainly 
the  stay  of  the  city,  the  swift  chivalrous  chemist  or  the 
benignant  all-providing  grocer?  .  .  .  May  I  be  pardoned 
if  I  choose  wrongly,  but  I  choose  the  grocer.  (Pp.  138-9,  1904 
Edition.) 

And  again  (p.  142) : — 

Meanwhile,  Adam  Wayne  stood  outside  the  glowing 
chemist's  shop  unmistakably  wavering. 

"What  a  weakness  it  is!"  he  muttered.  "I  have  never 
got  rid  of  it  from  childhood — the  fear  of  this  magic  shop. 
The  grocer  is  rich,  he  is  romantic,  he  is  poetical  in  the 
truest  sense,  but  he  is  not — no,  he  is  not  supernatural.  But 
the  chemist !  All  the  other  shops  stand  in  Netting  Hill,  but 
this  stands  in  elf -land.  Look  at  those  great  burning  bowls 
of  colour.  It  must  be  from  them  that  God  paints  the  sun- 
sets. It  is  superhuman,  and  the  superhuman  is  all  the  more 
uncanny  when  it  is  beneficent.  That  is  the  root  of  the  fear 
of  God.  I  am  afraid.  But  I  must  be  a  man  and  enter."  He 
was  a  man,  and  entered.  A  short,  dark  young  man  was 
behind  the  counter  with  spectacles,  and  greeted  him  with  a 
bright  but  entirely  businesslike  smile. 

"A  fine  evening,  sir,"  he  said. 

"  Fine,  indeed,  strange  Father,"  said  Adam,  stretching  his 
hands  somewhat  forward.  "  It  is  on  such  clear  and  mellow 
nights  that  your  shop  is  most  itself.  Then  they  appear  most 
perfect,  those  moons  of  green  and  gold  and  crimson,  which, 
from  afar,  oft  guide  the  pilgrim  of  pain  and  sickness  to  this 
house  of  merciful  witchcraft." 

"  Cari  I  get  you  anything?  "  asked  the  chemist. 

■'  Let  me  see,"  said  Wayne.  "  Let  me  have  some  sal  volatile. 
.  .  .  I  come  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Bowles,  a  terrible  question 
.  .  .  a  question  which  goes  to  the  roots  of  your  miraculous 
toils.  Mr.  Bowles,  shall  all  this  witchery  cease?  "  And  he 
waved  his  stick  around  the  shop.    .    .  . 

"  Anything  more,  sir?  "  asked  the  chemist 

"  Oh,"  said  Wayne,  somewhat  disturbed.  "Oh,  what  is  it 
chemists  sell?  Quinine,  I  think.  Thank  you.  .  .  .  TheM 
men  of  Bayswater  and  North  Kensington  are  materialists. 
.  .  .  They  think  the  chemist  is  commonplace.  They  think 
him  human." 

The  chemist  appeared  to  pause — and  said  : 

"Anything  more,  sir?" 

"Oh,  yes,  jujubes — Gregory  powder — magnesia.  The 
danger  is  imminent.  .  .  I  am  fighting  not  merely  for  Net- 
ting Hill,  but  for  North  Kensington  itself.  ...  I  know  I 
can  count  upon  you?  " 

"Oh,  yes,  sir,"  said  the  chemist,  with  great  animation; 
"  we  are  always  glad  to  oblige  a  good  customer." 

And  so  on.  Excellent  fooling,  i'  sooth  !  May  the  reader  be 
tempted  to  pursue  the  story  for  himself  !  I  know  of  no  better 
antidote  for  the  dulness  of  the  daily  round  than  a  large  and  fre- 
quent dose  of  the  superb  follies  of  G.  K.  C. 


THOMAS    WALLER  GISSING. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

The  Father  or  the  Novelists,  Geoege  and  Algernon 

GiSSING. 

Pharmacists  will  doubtless  welcome  some  additional  particulars 
as  to  Thomas  Waller  Gissing,  who  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  R.  Cecil 
Owen  in  the  introduction  to  his  sketch  of,  and  extracts  from, 
George  Gfssing's  short  story,  "  Fate  and  the  Apothecary."  As 
Mr.  Owen  indicates,  Gissing  phre  was  a  man  of  exceptional 
parts  and  attainments.  When  he  died  suddenly  in  December, 
1870,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children  between  three  and 
fourteen  yeans  of  age,  an  obituary  notice  and  appreciation  of 
him  appeared  in  the  P. J.,  from  which  we  reproduce  some  of 
the  following  data.  A  native  of  Halesworth,  in  Suffolk,  where 
he  was  born  in  1829,  T.  W.  Gissing  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  chemist  in  Ipswich,  and  subsequently  acted  as  assistant  in 
Leicester,  Worcester,  and  Salisbury.  Most  of  the  time  he  was 
engaged  with  Messrs.  Whitfield  and  Son,  of  Worcester,  and 
his.  early  enthusiasm  for  botany  was  exemplified  by  his  estab- 
lishment in  that  city  of  a  flourishing  branch  of  the  Phytologioal 
Club,  which  had  its  headquarters  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square. 
In  1856  Mr.  Gissing  succeeded  to  the  business  of  Mr.  M.  B. 
Flick,  at  Wakefield,  and  carried  it  on  until  within  a  few  days 
of  his  death,  which  oc<*un-ed  at  the  prematiire  age  of  forty-one. 
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Aliko  ill  liis  pi-ofessional  capacity  and  as  a  citizen  of  VVakciield, 
the  unequivocal  ooiitcniporai'y  testimony  is  that  he  occupied  a 
unique  po.-^itioii  in  the  ctitcom  and  regard  of  the  townsfolk.  On 
the  scienlilic  side  he  made  a  notable  contribution  to  local  field 
botany  in  "  The  litems  of  Wakefield  and  Neighbourhood  "  and 
"  Materials  for  a  Flora  of  Wakefield," •  creating  leisure  for  his 
labours  in  this  sphere  by  early  rising.    His  contributions  to 
the  r.J.,  which  were  all  marked  by  accurate  knowledge  and 
soiind  judgment,  included  a  protest  on  moral  and  pharmaceutical 
grounds  against  the  use  of  methylated  epirit  in  pharmaceutical 
prep;uations  (1862);  a  letter  on  ''The  Duties  of  Masters  and 
Apprentices,"  citing  facts  in  his  e>:perience  to  show  that  often 
a  great  part  of  the  resixjiisibility  for  the  failure  of  the  appren- 
tice to  profit  by  instruction  rests  on  himself  or  his  parents,  or 
(both  (1863) ;  a  letter  on  that  jxjrteiitous  nodus  of  controversy,  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  of  1968,  calling  attention  to  the  injustice  of  its 
proposal  that  cQiintry  -members,  who  constituted  eighty  per  cent, 
of  the  wliole  body  of  members  of  the  Society,  should  only  be 
given  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  the  voting  power,  and  suggesting 
omission  of  aconite  and  belladonna  from  the  poison  schedule,  as 
they  were  little  used,  save  in  homoeopathic  tinctures,  whicli  were 
largely  sold  by  pharmacists,  so  that  the  legitimate  trade  in 
them  would  be  seriously  interfered  with  if  aconite  and  bella- 
donna  were  scheduled.    Gissing  also  took   exception  to  the 
confusion  of  title,s  which  would  be  created  by  the  proposal  to 
admit  chemists  and  druggists    as    members    of-  the  Society. 
Arising  out  of  this  letter  and  an  appeal  to  local  secretaries  all 
over  the  country,  which  resulted  in  a  unanimous  condemnation 
of  the  proposal  as  to  the  allocation  of  metropolitan  and  pro- 
vincial representation  on  the  Council,  the  latter  body  withdrew 
the  clause  from  the  Bill.    In  a  letter  on  "The  Preservation  of 
Herbs "  (1869),  Gissing  suggested  that  as  it  had  been  found 
that  digitalis  leaves  became  inert  a  year  after  collection,  the 
whole  year's  supply  of  the  leaves  should  be  powdered,  moistened 
.with  rectified  spirit,  about  10  per  cent,  being  required,  and  stored 
in  wide-mouthed  bottles,  the  spirit  being  driven  off  with  a  gentle 
heat  if  dry  povpder  were  necessary  for  any  purpose.    He  further 
suggested  that  this  metliod  might  usefully  be  extended  to  mariy 
other  leaves  and  herbs,  few  of  vi^iich  in  the  dried  state  remair-. 
long   active.     Gissing's   last   communication   to   the  Journal 
appeared  in  April,  1870,  eight  months  before  his  death.  Tht; 
subject  was  "  Emp.  Belladonr.ie,"  ]?.P.,  1867,  and  he  held  that 
it  would  have  been  far  better  if  the  compilers  had  ordered  a 
given  quantity  of  alcoholic  extract  fo;-  each  pound  of  plaster 
instead  of  directing  the  alcoholic  extract  to  be  prepared  by 
treating  a  prescribed  quantity  of  aciueous  extract  with  spirit, 
a  procedure  which  yielded  varying  amounts  of  alcoholic  extract, 
with  consequent  variation  in  the  composition  of  the  plaster. 
That  Gissing  was     happy  and  effective  combination  of  the  man 
of  science  and  of  affairs  is  amply  attested  by  his  recprd  of  public 
work,  both  as  a  citizen  of  Wakefield,  where  he  was  foremost 
in  all  movements  for  the  educational  advancement  and  social 
amelioration  of  the  community,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  which  he  joined  soon  after  qualifying  in  1856. 
He  became  Local  Secretary  at  Wakefield,  and  by  the  zeal  and 
assiduity  with  which  he  performed  the  duties  of  that  office, 
and  hi.s  activity  in  pharmaceutical  politics,  quickly  gained  the 
reputation  of  a  coming  man  in  pharmacy,  a  promise  that  would 
certainly  have  reached  fruition  if  only  he  had  survived.    He  was 
nominated  for  the  Council  a  year  before  his  death,  and.  although 
then  unsuccessfiil,  would,  without  doubt,  before  long,  have  been 
returned  to  that  body.    In  an  age  when  the  body  professional 
and  politic  of  pharmacy  could  boast  of  manv  constellations  whose 
stars,  while  differing  one  from  another  in  glory,  were  all  in 
some  degree  effulgent,  Thomas  Waller  Gissing's  light  was  not 
the  least  pure  and  powerful.    And  just  as,  according  to  the 
astroncfners.  we  continue  to  receive  the  radiance  of  stars  that 
have  long  since  ceased  to  exist,  so  the  lustre  of  a  wise  and 
righteous  life  endures  for  many  generations  after  the  source  of 
it  has  disaj.peared.    In  these  days  of  critical  revision  of  all 
scientific  doctrine,  theories  of  heredity  are  in  the  melting-pot. 
But  -piiii  Weissnnnite  and  Mendelian  theses,  it  is  hard  in  this 
case  to  resist  the  conclusion  of  transmitted  intellectual  power 
from  the  father  to  his  two  pifted  sons,  George  Gissing,  who 
passed  away  all  too  soor.    and  Aigemon  Gissing,  who  happily 
survives  to  add  to  our  stock  of  sound  and  stimulating  fiction, 
which  is  not  the  least  of  the  manifold  agencies  at  work  for  the 
healing  of  tJie  nations  and  the  ultimate  triumph  of  Right  over 
Might.  » 


REPORTS  OP  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


COUNTY  OF  ESSEX.— At  a  comimttco  meeting  of  the 
County  of  Essex  Association  of  Pharmaoists,  held  on  Septean-  * 
bcr  11,  a  resolution  was  passed  uirgdng  rnombcrs  interested  to 
suppoit  the  ell'ort  of  the  CD. A.  to  start  a  Veterinary  Section. 
Meinbors  will  rooolleot  that  this  is  a  question  which  has  been 
urged  forward  for  some  time  by  tllie  County  Executive,  who 
hope  it  wi(!l  be'  brought  to  a  succestsif  uJ  issue.  The  report  of  the 
ouilcouie  of  the  visit  to  the  Director-General  of  Army  Medioal 
Service  by  the  delegates  of  the  Pharmaceuti-oal  Council  was 
discussed.  It  was  decided  to  ask  every  member  to  stick  to  thi* 
matter  of  the  position  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  and  to 
report  to  the  Society  anything  which  wx>uld  terwl  to  show  that 
the  Service  would  be  improved  by  the  furChea-  employment  of 
pharmacists. 


EASTBOURNE. — A  meeting  of  the  Eastbourne  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  at  2a,  Terminus  Buildings,  on  Septem- 
ber 11.  The  Inquiries  Section  of  the  Central  Checking  Bureau 
was  approved  and  agreed  to. — Invalided  soldiers'  and  seamen's 
medical  benefit  was  discussed,  and  the  airange;nent  of  the 
payment  of  medical  men  thought  to  be  an  ini])rovi-iiient  on  the 
N.H.I,  method.  Two  guineas  was  voted  out  of  Association 
funds  as  a  ©ub.scription  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Parliamentary 
Fund.  The  remauieration  rcooniimeuded  by  the  Local  A&sooia- 
tious  Executive  Committee  for  1918  was  considered  inadequate, 
the  unanimous  opinion  being  that  there  should  be  a  profit  on 
drug-  ill  :id(Htion  to  the  dispensing  fees. 


Euresol  Hair  Tonic. 

.  Euresol  pro  Capillis    10  C.c. 

Alcohol    125  C.c. 

Distilled  water,  q.s..  to  make  250  C.c. 
If  thf  scalp  is  very  dry.  it  is  advisable  to  add  5  C.c.  oif  liquid 
parafSn. — Journ.  Amrr.  Pharm.  Assoc.,  July,  1917,  646. 


LONDON,  S.E.-— At  a  Council  meeting  of  the  Soutli-East 
London  Pharmacists'  Association,  held  at  Gi'cenwich.  on  Septem- 
ber 11,  the  ofKcers  were  all  re-elected  as  follows: — President, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Wing;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  W.  C.  .Sayers,  Mr. 
Happold,  Mr.  Siddle;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Ralph;  Hon.  Secretaary, 
Mr.  J.  Milner;  Financial  Secretary,  Mr.  Tucker;  .Auditor,  Mr. 
Elkington. 


LONDON  COUNTY.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Pharmaceutical  Association  wa»- 
held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  September  18,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Melhuish  (President)  in  the  chair.  After  the  minu/tes  of  the 
j.revious  meeting  were  confinned,  the.  Committee  considered 
the  question  of  sugar  distribution  to  chemists  referred  to  in 
circuilar  P.S.  43  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  waa 
decided  to  advise  the  officers  of  the  District  Associations  to  send 
a  deputatioJi  to  the  Looad  Food  Control  Committees  in  theiT  ^ 
respective  areas,  urging  tlijat  the  claims  of  chemists  for  sugar 
be  dealt  with  e-vpeditiously  so  that  supplies  may  be  assured. 
A  circular  letter  from  the  Parliamentary  Fund  Committee  was 
lecoived  containing  an  appeail  fox  contributions  from  ohomisbs- 
in  London.  The  Secretary  was  requested  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  District  Associations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  sup- 
port of  individual  members  in  connection  with  the  fun<|. 
Letters  wore  received  from  the  Early  Closing  AsBooi.ation  ask- 
ing for  support,  financially  and  otherwise,  to  the  movement  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Early  Closing  Order.  The  Committee 
decided  to  send  the  sum  of  £1  Is.  as  a  contribution  from  the 
County  Association,  and  requested  the  Secretary  to  comrauni- 
oato  widi  the  Barlv  Closing  ^^^sociation  suggesting  that  they 
should  write  to' the  District  Associations  for  further  support. 
The  Committee  had  <ilroady  expressed  their  views  by  letter  as 
to  the  continuance  of  the  eight  o'clock  Closing  Order  both  to 
the  Early  Closing  Association  and  the  Home  Secretary.  A 
communication  was  received  from  the  Dublin  Retail  Drug 
Association  concerning  retailers  and  price  changes.  This 
ma.tter  was  referred  to  the  Trade  Sub-Coanmittee  for  further 
consideration  and  report.  The  draft  annual  report  was  next 
submitted.  Final  axrangoments  as  to  circulation  to  members 
was  loft  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jenkin  and  the  Secretary.  On 
fuirther  considei^ation  of  the  question  of  I.l■omotl.I^g  an  active 
interest  by  London  chemists  in  the  election  /if  the  Pharma- 
ooutioal  Council,  the  ComnHittee  deoidod  that  .in  Election  Sub- 
committee should  bo  apiKjinted.  Owing  to  tlio  fact  that  there 
was  not  a  full  attendance  of  members,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
election  of  members  to  constitute  the  Siib-Comniittee  .should  be 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting.  The  re,port  of  the  Pharma, 
ooubioal  Insurance  Sul>Comm.ittee  was  received  and  adopted. 
A  discussion  took  place  on  the  usefulness  of  a  surpl"s  stooK 
list  for  the  Coimtv  of  London,  and. opinion  favoured  the  issue 
of  suoh  a  list.  The  Secretary  was  request wl  to  ascertain  the 
views  of  the  various  District  Assooiations  on  the  subject,  it 
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was  further  agreed  that  the  matter  should  be  coinsidered  by 
the  Trade  Sub-Committee  after  the  opinions  of  the  District 
Associatioiii  had  been  obtained,  the  Trade  Sub-Committee 
reportinar  to  the  Executive  in  duo  coiu'se. 


CONFERENCE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM    DISTRICT  MEETIiNGS. 


This  Conference,  which  was  called  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangement  outlined  in  P.S.  39  because  of  the  divergence  of 
some  of  the  decisions  arrived  at  by  the  District  Meetings  regard- 
ing the  tariff  proposals  for  1918,  was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  on  September  19. 

The  Vice-Peesidext  tooic  the  chair,  supported  by  Messrs. 
Bilson,  Body,  Canrpkiii,  Cuff,  Dei&'m,  F.  J.  Gibson,  Goode, 
Hagon,  Joseph,  Keall,  Kidyard,  Row  sell,  Sargeant,  Trick, 
Waring,  and  White,  together  with  Messrs.  Woolcock,  Glyn- 
Jones,  and  Mallinson. 

The  following  representatives  were  present : — 


Name. 


ff.  I.  Scholes  

A.  Peake   

A.  L.  Crabtrce  ... 

F.  W.  Bates   

A.  Hersbberg  

E.  H.  Simmons  . . . 

F.  Hindle  

H.  Bagshaw  

W.  A.  Wynne  

W.  H.  Clubb  

C.  G.  Yates  

J.  E.  Frenc  >  , 

W.  H.  Fowler  

J.  Eirkpatrick  ... . 

P.  Fvobinson   

J.  Evans  

A.  B.  Melhuish..., 

G.  B.  Barnard  

E.  bkues  

F.  Smith  

W.  H.  Kemp  

H.  C.  Goodall  .... 

W.  T.  Hind  

C.  Davis  

J.  Hague  

A.  H.  Calverhouse 

P.  W.  Swire   

F.  E.  Bardett  

H.  Roberts  

H.  Gilleghan  

T.  W.  Townley..  . 

W.  Forster  

T.  H.  Flemming  .. 

A.  Griffiths  

Benson  Harries. . . . 

W. .}.  Hallett  

H.  Wippell  Gadd. . 
A.  C,  Allen  


Eccles   

Earlastown   

Ashton-under-Lyne. . . 

Manclieiter   

Manchester   

Salf  ord  


Pricing  Group  Repre- 
sented. 


Lanes  County 
Lanes  County 
Lanes  County 
Manchester  and  Salford 
Manchester  and  Salford 
Manchester  and  Salford 


Preston  j  Lanes  No.  4 


Oldham. 
Birkenhead. .. . 

Liverpool  

Brighion  

Slttingbourne. . 

BedhlU  

London   

Norwich  

Cambridge  

London   

London   


r  London    London 


Lanes  No.  4 
South-West  Lanes. 
South- West  Lanes. 
South-Easteru 
South-Eastern 
South-Eastern 
East  Anglia 
East  Anglia 
East  Anglia 
London 
London 


'  Birmingham 
,  Stoke-on-Trent  

Oxford  

Leicester  ,  

Leamington   

I  Lincoln   

Sheffield  

Halifax  

,  Bradford  

'  Leeds  

Leeds  

:  Keswick   

j  Seaham  Harbour  

Newcastle-on-Tyne  

i  Maesteg  

I  Nev.'port   

Bath  ,  

Exeter  

Swindon   


Central 

Central 

Central 

West  Midlands 

West  Midlands 

Norih-East  Midlands 

North-East  Midlands 

North-East  Midlands 

West  Riding 

West  Riding 

West  Riding 

Border  Counties 

Bord«r  Counties 

Border  Counties 

Wales 

Wales 

outh- Western 
SoDth-Wcstern 
South-Westefn 


The  yonference  discussed  the  results  of  the  District  Meetings 
in  detail,  and  finaUy  decided  to  recommend  the  following  pro- 
posals for  consideration  by  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
Committee : — 

Tariff  Proposals  for  1918. 

(1)  That  the  ingiedienta  in  mixtures,  etc  ,  be  paid  for  at  cost, 
as  before. 

(2)  That  a  fee  of  3'5d.  be  given  in  respect  of  all  compound 

drugs,  medicaments,  and  preparations;  also  all  single 
drugs  exhibited  in  more  than  one  doso. 

(3)  That  a  fee  of  2  0d.  be  given  in  respect  of  all  single  drugs 

f.solid  or  liquid). 

(4)  That  a  profit  of  33^  per  cent,  on  cost  be  allow&d  in  respect 
of  appliances  supplied. 

(5)  That  the  disadvantages  to  both  the  insured  per.sons  and 
pharmacists  caiisefl  by  the  present  restrictions  as  to  the 
supply  of  mf>dicine'  in  rural  areas  be  lessened  by  the 
deletion  of  the  words  "and  shall"  from  Regulation  12 
(1),  thereby  placing  the  decision  as  to  the  source  of  supply 
of  medicines  for  insured  persons  affected  by  this  regu- 
lation in  thr  hands  of  the  Insurance  Committee. 

(6;  That  poison  bottles  used  for  statutory  poisons  be  placed  on 

the  same  basis  as  other  bottles. 
(7)  That  chipette  boxes  be  used  as  ointment  containers,  and 

that  they  should  be  a  charge  upon  the  Drug  Fund. 
_  Th«  Conference  also  discussed  and  accepted  the  Local  Asso- 
ciations Executive's  recommendation  regarding  tho  que.stion  of 
payment  for  oxygen,  sera  and  vaccines,  the  wastage  in  cutting 


up  spread  jjlasters,  igutta  peroha  tissue,  and  oiled  .silk,  repeat 
prescriptions,  the  payment  .for  sanato'-iurn  prescriptions,  and 
many  other  points  in  connection  with  Insurance  dispensing. 

Mr.  CULVEBHOUSE,  cf  Sheffield,  drew  attention  to  the  condi- 
tions imder  which  Pharmaceutical  Committees'  administrative 
funds  are  -obtained,  and  asked  that  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  Committee  take  this  matter  into  their  consideration 
with  a  ,  view  to  obtaining  greater  freedom  for  the  Phai-maceu- 
tical  Committees  in  the  use  of.  those  funds.  He  also  raised  the 
question  of  better  representation  for  each  pricing  area  on  the 
Local  As.sociatioiis  Executive. 

Mr.  Swire,  of  Halifax,  drew  attention  to  the  inadequate- 
representation  of  pharmacists  on  the  North-East  Midland  Pricing 
Office  Committee,  and  asked  if  steps  could  be  taken  to  secure 
representation  for  pharmacists  on  all  such  committees. 

Th^  Vice-Peesident  gave  an  undertaking  that  these  matters 
should  be  fully  considered. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  the  Vice-Pbesident, 
was  carried  nem.  eon.  — 

"That  this  Conference  of  Representatives  from  District 
Meetings   recommends   the   Local   Associations  Executive 
Conmiittee  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
obtaining  the  terms  of  remuneiiation  for  National  Health 
Insurance  Dispensing  for  1918  embodied  in  the  proposals 
adopted  by  this  Conference." 
Arising  out  of  this  resolution.  Mr.  Gaud,  of  Exeter,  drew 
attention  in  a  very  able  manner  to  the  necessity  for  united  action 
ivj  all  negotiations  with  the  Commissioners,  and  proposed  the 
following-  resolution:  — 

"That  this  Conference  expi'esses  its  firm  conviction  that 
,  no  other  body  than  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  through 
the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee  should,  on 
behalf  of  pharmacists,  approach  the  National  Health  Insur- 
ance Commissioners,  being  of  opinion  that  only  by  .abso- 
lutely united  action  can  better  conditions  be  obtained  from 
a  Government  Department,  and  desires  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Executive  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  each 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  at  the  same  time  emphasising 
the  necessity  for  luiitetl  support  of  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  if  the  terms  approved  by  this  Conference  are  to 
be  obtained." 

'  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bates,  of  Mancliester,  in  a  vi<jorous 
speech,  and  heartily  supported  by  several  other  speakers,  includ- 
ing Messrs.  Melhuish  and  Barnarnl,  who  repudiated  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  official  London  local  organisations  were  connected 
^\•ith  any  such  movement. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  gave  the  Conference  some  illustrations  of  the 
dangers  besetting  any  Society  whose  members  allowed  the  influ- 
ence of  its  executive  b-ody  to  be  undermined  by  any  outside 
action. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried  nem.  con.,  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  act  immediately. 

The  discussions  at  this  Conference  were  -very  keen,  and  the 
whole  tone  of  the  meeting  was  well  up  to  the  standard  previously 
set  by  the  general  Conferefices  held  in  London. 

Mr.  Baenard,  of  London,  in  proposing  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Chairman,  voiced  the  feeling  of  the  delegates  present 
when  he  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been  very  efficiently  con- 
ducted. He  paid  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  delegates  had  discussed  the  business  'before  them. 

Mr.  Hebshbbrg,  of  Manchester,  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Chairman,  and  associated  himself  with  Mr.  Barnai'd's 
remarks. 

The  Vice-Peesident,  in  ackirowledging.  the  vote  of  thanks, 
emphasised  the  necessity  of  unity,  if  pharmacists  were  to  secure 
better  conditions  under  the  Insurance  Acts,  or  any  Act  of  Par- 
liament affecting  pharmacy. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

County  of  London. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was 
held  at  Bank  Chambers,  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  on  September 
11,  1917,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hatfield  (Chairman)  in  the  chair.— Apologies 
for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  Keith,  Keall,  Skinner, 
Trick,  Jenkin,  and  Wing.  A  heart.y  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  A.  R.  Melhuish  for  his  services  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee during^  the  year  1916-1917. — It  was  decided  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  £ub.ieot  of  the  Inquiries  Section  of  the 
Central  Checking  Bureau  until  the  next  meeting. — The  Com- 
mittee considered  tJie  question  of  the  supply  of  propnetaries  on 
Insurance  prescriptions  arising  out  of  a  suggestion  made  by  the 
Insurance  Committee.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  com- 
municate with  the  Insurance  Committee,  giving  a  full  ex- 
planation of  the  chemists'  position  in  the  matter. — Correspond- 
ence was  received  from  the  Insurance  Commissioners  and  the 
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Imurance  Coiiuiiittcc  concerning  an  amendment  to  the  regula-  I 
tions  governing  the  supply  of  cocaine.  Information  on  this 
subject.  Ivad  already  been  communicated  to  chemists  on  the 
panel. — The  report  of  the  Central  Checking  Bureau  on  the 
examination  of  prescriptions  for  the  month  of  May  tliowed  that 
the  margin  of  error  was  009  per  cent. — The  Secretary  re- 
ported : — (a)  That  the  number  of  accounts  received  early  for 
the  month  of  June  was  870,  the  number  of  prescriptions  298,300, 
anil  the  value  £6,942  lis.  2d.,  with  an  average  cost  of  5'59d.  per 
prescription.  (b)  That  a  rota  had  been  arranged  for 
a  portion  of  North  Islington.  (c)  That  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee had  decided  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Phar- 
maccuiiical  Committee  with  regard  to  substitutes  for  glycerin 
and  syrup  in  the  "  L.I. P.  "  prepar.ations,  and  that  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  had  expressed  their  thanks  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Committee  and  theu'  special  Sub-committee  on  the  matter. 

gl)  That  a  complaint  had  been  received  from  the  Insurance 
ommittee  regarding  the  attitude  of  a  chemist  in  the  Western 
area  in  respect  of  tTie  service  given  by  him.  The  Committee 
considered  that  the  chemist  in  question  should  carry  out  his 
contract  in  common  with  his  confreres,  and  the  Seci'etary  was 
given  appropriate  instructions  in  this  connection,  (e)  That  a 
complaint  had  been  received  from  the  Insurance  Committee 
concerning  the  non-observance  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and 
that  inquiries  are  now  being  made  with  a  view  to  having  this 
matter  put  right,  (f)  That  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee 
reported  to  the  Insurance  Committee  at  their  last  meeting, 
held  on  July  26,  1917,  that  the  total  numhsr  of  prescriptions  for 
the  year  1916  was  4.346,054,  and  the  value  £103,202  Is.  6d.,  in- 
clusive of  the  war  allowance  of  0'3d.  per  prescription.  Also  that 
after  hearing  the  report  of  the  checking  done  on  behalf  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  they  were  satisfied  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  work  of  the  Pricing  Office,  (g)  That  a  complaint 
had  been  rex3eived  as  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
medicines  after  8  o'clock  in  the  North-Eastern  area,  but  that 
upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  chemists'  establish- 
ments in  question  were  available  for  the  dispensing-of  urgent 
medicines  after  that  hour.  (h)  That  according  to  the  pro- 
yisional  figures  for  the  year  1916  the  number  of  insured  persons 
for  whom  moneys  are  allocated  is  1.234,750.  and  that  the  index 
register  number,  1.544,000,  was  very  much  inflated. — The  Secre- 
tary's report  was  then  adopted. 

Derbyshire.— The  Mile  Limit. 

The  names  of  twenty-one  doctors  were  specified  in  a  return 
laid  before  the  Derbyshire  Insurance  Committee  on  Septem- 
ber 17,  nf  oases  in  whiich  tlhe  Panel  Committee  had  fouaid  that 
the  cost  of  prescriptions  was  in  excess  of  what  was  reasonably 
necessary  for  adequate  treatment.  The  estimated  amount  of 
the  excessive  demand  made  on  the  Drug  Fund  was  £156  IBs. 
The  return  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Services  Committee. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Ridyard  (the  chemists'  representative), 
it  was  decided  to  petition  the  Commissioners  to  amend  the 
medical  benefit  regulations  by  omitting  the  provision  com- 
pelling Insurance  Committees  to  arrange  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  by  a  panel  doctor  in  oases  in  which  the  patient  is 
resident  more  than  a  mile  from  the  nearest  panel  chemist. — Tlhe 
Manchester  Committee  forwarded  a  resolution  viewing  with 
alarm  the  possibility  of  an  insufiicient  supply  of  glycerin  for 
medicine  for  insured  persons,  and  urging  the  Commissioners  to 
take  steps  without  delay  to  secure  that  an  adequate  supply 
would  be  available. — ^This  was  endorsed  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Ridyard,  who  said  the  difficulty  was  becoming  acute,  and 
ae  the  substitutes  suggested  by  the  British  Medical  Council  were 
not  as  yet  officially  recognised,  chemists  were  in  the  unfortunate 
position  of  being  liable  to  prosecution  if  they  used  them. — Dr. 
Parkyn  said  he  did  not  think  they  need  have  any  fear  on  that 
account 

Essex  County.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  September  11,  the  Vice-President 
(Mr.  C.  Rundle)  in  the  chair. — Delegates'  report  upon  tariff 
proposals  for  1918  was  presented. — A  resolution  was  passefl  urging 
the  Insurance  Committee  to  issue  the  suggestions  for  dealing 
with  glycerin  and  sugar  difficulties  as  soon  as  possible,  there 
being  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  promise  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  deal  with  the  question  being  carried  out. — Report 
of  the  Checking  Bureau  for  the  month  of  April  was  thoroughly 
discussed  and  adopted. — Circulars  P.S.  42  and  43  from  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  were  dealt  with. 

Glasgow. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Burgh  Insurance  Committee  on  Septem- 
ber 12,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Drever,  a  resolution  was  passed 
calling  for  an  amendment  of  the  Medical  Benefit  Regulations  as 
to  the  reinstatement  of  practitioners  removed  from  the  panel 
as  the  result  of  inquiry.  The  amendment  sought  is  to  the  effect 
that  any  application  for  reinstatement  shall  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  similarly  constituted  to  the  Committee  which  con- 
ducted the  inquiry  leading  to  the  deposition.    At  present  the 


Commissioners  have  power  of  rein.statement  without  con.sulting 
the  Special  Inquiry  Committee  which  had  dealt  with  the  case. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 


Editors  and  the  War. — Messrs.  Barimar,  Ltd.,  scientific 
welding  engineers,  10,  Poland  Street,  Oxford  Street,  London, 
W.,  write  to  us  to  say  that  "  The  Governor  of  New  York  State 
recently  met  in  conference  the  editors  of  the  various  technical 
journals  in  the  State,  desiring  to  get  relialble  evidence  upon 
questions  of  mechanical  production,  transport,  coal,  and  timber 
conservation,  the  provision  of  machinists  and  toolmakers,  and 
other  vital  factors  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
war.  As  a  result,  the  Govomor  has  now  a  committee  of  five 
editors  acfting  in  an  advisory  capacity.  Perhaps  no  class  in  the 
community  has  its  fingers  more  completely  upon  the  pulse  of 
British  industries  than  the  men  who  so  worthily  and  efficiently 
edit  our  technical  Press,  and  we  feel  sure  they  might  with 
advantage  be  called  in  to  the  State  councils,  where  accurate 
information  is,  above  all  things,  essential.  At  such  a  moment 
as  tlris,  when,  to  take  only  tlaee  important  branches  of  public 
service,  the  Air,  Agricultural,  and  Marine  Departments,  there 
is  urgent  need  for  the  wisest  and  sanest  counsels,  as  well  as 
driving  forces,  wo  think  nothing  but  good  could  come  by  the 
introduction  of  editorial  asaistaoos." 

Blinded  Soldiers'  Children. — Sir  Arthur  Pearson  asks  us  to 
make  it  known  that  he  wants  to  carry  one  step  farther  the 
endeavour  which  during  nearly  three  years  past  has  been  made 
to  brighten  and  render  useful  the  lives  of  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  have  been  blinded  in  the  war.  The  success  of  the 
work  at  St.  Dunstan's  has  exceeded  his  most  sanguine  hopes, 
and  the  system  of  after-care  which  has  been  organised  is  carry- 
ing on  that  work  with  complete  satisfaction.  He  feels  that 
everything  possible  should  be  done  to  encourage  the  bachelor 
blinded  soldiers  to  marry  and  surround  themselves  with  children, 
and  also  to  help  those  already  married  with  the  new  babies 
who  may  come  to  them.  The  Empire  will  want  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  men  like  these.  The  Government  make  a  weekly 
allowance  for  children  bom  before  or  within  nine  months  of 
the  soldier's  discharge ;  but  there  is,  of  course,  no  allowance  for 
the  children  born  later  or  for  those  of  the  men  who  marry  after 
leaving  the  Army  because  of  their  disablement.  The  heroism 
of  the  blinded  soldier  is  not  a  matter  of  the  battlefield  alone, 
for  to  face  life  joyously  and  usefully  in  a  world  that  is  dark 
iiequires  an  enduring  courage.  To  give  blind  soldiers  the 
assurance  that  the  children  who  come  to  brighten  their  lives 
shall  be  provided  for  till  they  are  able  to  make  their  own  way 
in  the  world  is  the  object  .Sir  Arthur  has  at  heart.  He  hopes 
to  be  able  to  raise  a  fund  to  provide  an  allowance  of  5s.  per 
week  until  the  age  of  sixteen  for  each  of  these  children  who 
are  not  cared  for  by  the  State.  The  total  required  will  cer- 
tainly amount  to — and  may  even  exceed — £250,000.  All  requests 
for  information  and  all  donations  should  be  sent  to  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  at  224,  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.  1,  and 
marked  "  Blinded  Soldiers'  Children  Fund." 

The  Reformed  National  Service  Department.— The  functions 
of  the  reorganised  Department  have  now  been  adjusted  and 
defined  by  the  War  Cabinet.  These  are  all  administrative,  as 
provided  for  by  existing  legislation,  and  at  present  there  is  no 
intention  of  fresh  legislation  to  extend  the  powers  or  functions 
in  question.  The  work  of  ths  Ministry  is  to  be  distributed 
among  eight  sub-departments,  as  follows : — Trade  and  Com- 
merce, Labour  Supply,  Recruiting  for  the  Army  and  Navy, 
Medical  Supplies,  including  the  medical  examination  of  recruits, 
Registration  under  the  National  Registration  Act,  Statistical, 
Finance,  Secretarial.  Attached  to  the  first  five  of  these  will 
be  Advisory  Committees  of  outside  persons.  For  instance,  the 
great  medical  societies  will  be  asked  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Advisory  Cornmittee  serving  the  Medical  .Supplies  and 
Medical  Examination  of  Recruits  Section.  For  the  purposes 
of  labour  supply  and  recnn'ting  Great  Britain  will  be  divided 
into  ten  "regions,"  which  will  correspond  in  the  main  with 
the  Labour  Exchange  divisions.  Scotland  and  Wales  will  each 
rank  as  a  "  region,"  and  there  will  be  eight  in  England.  In 
a  statement  made  in  reply  to  .a  deputation  received  by  him 
on  September  15,  Sir  .Auckland  Gcddes  emphasised  the  fact 
that  he  had  not  said  that  young  men  are  not  required  for  the 
Army.  Young  men  are  required  now ;  not  only  young  men. 
nor  all  young  men.  Men  of  all  military  ages  must  be  drawn 
from  civil  life.  Some  men  of  all  ages  must  remain  at  homi'. 
An  army  is  not  only  a  fighting  machine,  it  is  largely  a  oom- 
iriunity.  which  requires  an  elaborate  transport  sen'ice,  water 
delivei-y,  food  supplies,  sanitary,  and  many  other  services.  The 
actual  fighting  work  is  not  more,  on  the  average,  than  one- 
twenty-fifth  of  the  civil  work  going  on  at  any  given  time. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thtjesdat,  September  20,  1917. 
There  a  fair  amount  of  inquiry,  but  th,e  volume  of  business 
is  restricted  by  reason  of  scarcity  of  drugs,  high  prices  and 
other  conditions.  Xoteworthy  changes  in  prices  are  not 
nomerous,  but  the  upward  tendency  of  values  is  maintained. 
English  refiners  of  Camphor  have  advanced  their  quotations ; 
this  was  not  unerpected,  and  it  is  probable  that  values  have 
not  yet  reached  their  highest  level.  A  high  figure  is  asked 
for  iEnglish  Oil  of  Lavender,  and  not  much  is  offered. 
Makers  of  Mercurials  continue  busy,  and  prices  are 
unchanged.  Glycerophosphates  are  in  good  demand.  The 
downward  tendency  La  the  price  of  Resorcin  is  still  notice- 
able, but  there  is  no  quotable  change  at  present.  Cocaine 
is  scarcer  than  ever  Potassium  Bromide  crystak  are  not 
freely  offered,  but  there  is  no  scarcity  of  the  granular  salt. 


Higher:  Honey,  Cape  Aloes,  Dragons'  Blood,  English 
Lavender  OH,  Cream  of  Tartar,  English  Refined  Camphor, 
Cocaine  Hydrochloride,  Cloves,  Clove  Oil,  Turpentine,  Copper 
Sulphate,  Carbonate  of  Potash,  Gum  Ammoniacum. 

Firmer:  Thymol,  Amidopyrine,  Barbitone,  Bichromate  of 
Potash,  Palembang  Gum  Benzoin,  Rhubarb,  Senna  Leaves. 

Easier:  Tartaric  Acid,  Phenacetin,  Shellac,  Ipecacuanha, 
Russian  Cantharides. 


Acetanilide. — ^Value  is  round  about  5s.  per  lb. 

.\cet>isalicylic  Acid. — ^There  are  still  offers  at  ISs.  per  lb. 
or  a  little  under,  but  the  tendency  is  upwards. 

.Amidopyrin. — Firmer  at  about  70s.  to  72s.  per  lb. 

Barbitone. — ^Scarcer  and  firmer  at  about  115s.  per  lb. 

Belladonna. — ^The  leaves  are  quoted  at  about  5s.  per  lb. 
and  the  root  at  5s.  6d.  to  6s,  for  about  0  4  to  0  45  per  cent. 

Beta-Naphthol — Is  quoted  from  83.  to  10s.  per  lb.  for  B  P. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — Difficult  to  obtain  and  again  firmer. 

Bromides. — ^There  seems  to  be  bat  little  Potassium  Bromide 

iilable  in  crystal  form,  but  otherwise  the  position  is  un- 
_  d,  and  prices  are  as  last  quoted. 

-  cine. — Second-hand  holders  are  stiU  able  to  get  good 
i'   ....  uns  on  makers'  prices. 

Camphor. — Enghah  refiners  advanced  their  prices  by  2d. 
per  lb.,  bells  now  being  quoted  3s.  8d.  and  flowers  2s.  7d. 

Carbonate  of  Potash. — With  an  increased  demand,  prices 
have  advanced  ?ubstantially. 

Caustic  Soda. — ^The  demand  continues  good,  but  it  is  by 

I  means  easy  to  get  offers. 

Citric  Acid. — ^The  position  is  practically  unchanged,  value 
being  about  Ss.  2d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Price  has  again  advanced  sub.stantially,  and  busi- 
nes.«  has  been  done  at  Is.  65  j.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Cocaine. — The  scarcity  is  more  pronounced,  and  up  to  40s. 

r  !>■/..  it>v  the  Hydrochloride  is  a.«ked  for  anything  available. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Price  has  advanced  a  further  30s.  per 

■1.  with  ver\'  few  sellers;  nominally  £65  per  ton,  Liverpool. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — ^Nominally  290s.  for  ^  per  cent. 

Cubebs. — Bu.'.iness  has  been  done  at  £18  pei  cwt.  for  good. 

Glycerophosphates. — .^tdll  in   good   demand,   but    by  no 

?5an.«  in  plentiful  .'upply ;  the  Calcium  salt  is  quoted  lis. 

(iaaiacol  Carbonate. — Value  is  about  130s.  to  135s.  per  lb. 

Henbane  Extract. — Quoted  12s.  6d.  per  %.  B.P. 

Hexamine. — Idea.=  of  holders  vary,  some  asking  4s.  j>er  lb. 

'1  uy>'.vaT<-Js,  whole  nthers  are  sellers  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d. 

Hydroquinone. — Value  is  about  lis.  per  lb. 

Lavender  Oil. — There  is  no  English  to  be  had  under  100s. 

r  lb.,  and  there  is  not  much  offered,  the  yield  this  year 
fia-.ir.:/  l^n  f^oor,  as  was  expected.  In  the  old  days  some- 
thin:;  in  the  nfjighbourhood  of  50s.  per  lb.  used  to  be  con- 
s:f]«rr',-d  alxjiit  a  normal  price,  but  the  oil  has  been  sold  at  as 
,  ••  ar<  20:-,  f«;r  lb.  and  a,s  high  as  200fi. 

Lithia  Salts. — ^The  Carbonate  i-  qnote-l  5=.  3d.  per  lb,  and 

fs  Citrate  5b. 


Menthol.— Quiet  at  about  13s.  9d.  per  lb. 

.Mercurials.— Makers  are  still  very  busy;  Calomel,  6s.  6^. 
per  ib.  ;  Corroeive  Sublimate,  6s.  8d. 

Methyl  Salicylate.— Value  is  about  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Oxalic  Acid.— Is.  6id.  per  lb.,  delivered  London. 

Paraldehyde. — Value  is  about  146.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin.— Easier  at  75s.  to  77s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenazone.— There  are  offers  at  56s.  to  57s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein. — Value  is  about  85s.  to  90s.  per  lb. 

Resorcin. — There  are  still  sellers  at  70s.  per  lb.,  with  a 
possibility  of  a  further  reduction  in  price. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — The  demand  has  improved,  but  quotations 
are  nominally  unchanged. 

Salol. — Value  is  about  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Salicylates.— The  acid  offers  at  from  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  3d.  per 
lb.  and  Soda  Salt  at  9s.  6d.  to  10s,  per  lb.,  the  higher  figures 
being  the  more  general. 

Shellac— Quiet  and  easier  on  basis  of  230s.  for  T.X.  orange. 

Tartaric  .\cid.— Easier,  price  being  about  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Thymol. — Scarce  and  dearer  at  about  50s.  per  lb. 

Turpentine.— Substantially  dearer  at  64s.  9d. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALES. 


At  to-day's  public  sale  of  drugs  rather  large  supplies  were 
brought  forward  in  the  ten  catalogues  of  the  selling  brokers. 
Out.standing  feature  was  the  active  demand  for  Honey,  of 
which  some  1,200  packages  were  brought  forward,  the  great 
bulk  of  which  was  sold  at  prices  showing  an  all-roimd  ad- 
vance of  5s.  per  cwt.,  prices  ranging  from  99s.  per  cwt. 
for  fine  white  Haiti  down  to  95s.  to  97s.  6d.  for  250  cases  of 
Californian  "  in  prize, 94.-^.  6d.  to  98s.  for  good  to  fine 
Jamaica,  and  78s.  and  Vis.  for  common  to  low  liquid.  Only 
a  few  odd  cases  of  soft  Cape  Aloes  were  offered,  and  these 
were  withdra^\-n  at  the  high  price  of  75s.  ;  for  good  hard 
Bombay  Socotrine  100s.  per  cwt.  was  paid.  Buohu  Leaves 
were  bought  in.  Advanced  prices  were  paid  for  fine  re- 
boiled  Dragon's  Blood — namely,  £23  5s.  to  £24  15s. ;  good 
bright,  but  partly  false  packed,  sold  at  £20,  and  dull  slab 
at  £8  10s.  Ten  tons  of  Epsom  Salts  (commercial)  were  with- 
drawn at  £7  10s.,  and  5  tons  of  Soda  Ash  (light  58  per 
cent.)  retired  at  £11.  'Two  cases  of  Guarana  were  quitted 
without  reserve  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb. — ^a  very  low  figure.  Some 
very  common  rather  dark  to  ambery  Argentina  Gum  Arabic 
.sold  at  40s.  per  cwt.  For  good  yellow  drop  Gum  Ammonia- 
cum a  bid  of  £9  was  refused,  the  selling  figure  being  £10,  a 
record  figure.  Siam  Gum  Benzoin  was  bid  for  up  to  £23 
for  good  small  to  bold  almond  in  block,  but  £25  was  re- 
quired ;  Sumatra  was  also  bought  in  at  £8  10s.  to  £9  2s.  6d., 
and  Palembang  at  £6.  Very  dull  powdered  Henna  sold 
at  26s.  Xu.x  Vomica  was  in  considerable  supply,  but 
nothing  sold.  Rhubarb  was  very  firm,  this  being  one  of 
the  articles  affected  by  the  rise  in  the  value  of  silver.  Sar-. 
saparilla  sold  at  the  firm  price  of  3s.  9d.  for  grey  Jamaica 
.slightly  oil  damaged ;  Mexican  brought  Is.  4d.  Senna  was 
fully  firm,  but  not  in  much  demand ;  fine  bold  was  sold  at 
9d.  per  lb.  Wax  was  quiet  but  steady.  Of  Cardamoms,  only 
a  few  odd  lots  were  offered  and  not  sold.  Forty-six  cases  of 
Gamboge  were  offered  for  sale,  only  for  export,  or  to  a  firm 
who  will  use  the  goods  in  the  manuf ac-ture  of  drugs ;  11 
cases  sold  at  £35  for  fair  pipe,  being  the  same  price  as 
realised  at  the  last  sales  held  under  these  conditions,  but 
about  £12  below  the  highest  price  recently  touched  at  un- 
conditional sales.  Eighteen  cases  of  Balsam  Tolu  sold,  with 
'.'ood  competition,  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  being  a  full  price.  A 
bid  of  95s.  wa.=  refu-sed  for  Cascara  Sagrada.  which  was 
bought  in  at  105s.  Six  cases  of  Oil  of  Rosemary  sold  at 
4s.  to  4s.  4d.  per  Ib.  For  Japanese  refined  Camphor  3s.  3d. 
per  lb.  was  wanted  for  slabs.  Rio  Ipecacuanha  sold  at  10s.  to 
10.?.  6d.  per  lb.,  the  bulk  of  the  offerings  being  sea-damaged. 
For  Gum  Guaiacum  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  was  wanted  for  glossy 
block,  but  not  realised,  a  bid  of  5s.  being  refused.  A  Jjid  of 
13s.  per  lb.  was  refused  for  Menthol  Cry.stals.  "  Suzuki," 
13s.  6d.  being  wanted.  A  small  case  of  Russian  Cantharides 
sold  at  15s.  6d. 
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BUSINESS  BREVITY. 


Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  with  charac- 
teristic coiisiderateness  and  enterprise,  have  issued  to  their 
•customers  a  slip  of  instructions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  pharmacists  to  secure  the  right  to  supplies  of  sugar 
under  Lord  Riiondda's  scheme  of  distribution.  In  an  accom- 
IJimying  circular-letter  the  firm  state  that  in  the  meantime  the 
sugar  which  ie  being  supplied  to  them  is  for  manufact jcmg 
purposes  only,  not  for  distribution.  But,  under  the  new  soh^iue, 
customers  who  have  drawn  supplies  from  them  wJil  probably 
be  able  to  get  quantities  allocated  from  Messrs.  Evans. 
For  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary,  in  due  course,  to  be 
advised  of  any  such  quantities  as  may  be  allocatc/d,  so  that  the 
livni  may  themselves  make  application  to  cover  the  authorised 
d' Uvcries. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  J.  L.  P.  Hollingworth,  M.P.S.,  pharmacist  at  the  Vic- 
toria Hospital  for  Children,  Chelsea,  has  been  elected  a  member 
•of  the  "  Hospital  O'ffioers'  Association." 

Councillor  G.  G.  Hemingway,  of  34,  Eccleston  Street,  Pres 
cott,  and  Alderman  E.  Neale,  of  High  Street,  Ohippenhani, 
both  pharmacists,  have  been  elected  to  serve  on  their  respective 
local  Food  Control  Committees. 

At  the  Consecration  of  the  Rainham  Chapter  (attached  to  the 
■Rainham  Lodge),  of  which  Comp.  Lieut. -General  Sir  Francis 
Lloyd,  K.C.B.,  was  First  Principal,  the  following  gentlemen 
connected  with  pharmacy  yveie  included  in  the  list  of  Founders 
and  First  Officers  appointed,  namely:  Comp.  Percy  Barrs,  phar- 
macist, 106,  Church  Lane,  Kensington,  W.,  managing  director  of 
Zol.  Ltd.,  and  one  of  the  partners  of  itoylat  and  Company, 
wholesale  chemists  and  sundriesmen ;  Mr.  John  W.  Royle,  of 
Ingram  and  Royle;  Mr.  Walter  iM.  Cooper,  Ph.C,  chief  dis- 
penser at  the  Royal  Hospita.l,  formei'ly  of  the  Research  Labora- 
tory, Bloomsbury  Square;  and  Mr.  John  G.  Sturton,  Ph.C, 
Peterborough,  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  "  Mystic 
Craft." 

Alderman  Francis  C.  Clayton,  Ph.C,  Birmingham,  an  ex- 
Mayor  of  that  renowned  city,  has  forw'ardcd  as  a  doji>ation  to 
the  Benevolent  Fun^d  the  m.unii.ficent  sum  of  £500,  in  the  form 
of  a  Goveriimen-t  bond,  for  the  sake,  as  he  e.xpres.sively  phrases 
it,  of  "  auld  lang  syne."  Alderman  C'layton,  who  through  a  lonig 
lifetime  ihas  adorned  pharmacy  riot  less  than  the  public  life  of 
Birmingham,  was  a  student  in  th'e  School  of  Pharmacy  in  1865, 
being  in  that  year  .a.  prizeman  in  ohemiistry,  pharm-acy,  botany, 
and  materia  medica.  He  was  registered  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  in  1865,  and  has  been  an  honoured  member  of  the  Society 
since  that  date.  Alike  in  respect  of  his  distinguished  personal 
worth  and  w^-k,  and  of  his  latest  act  of  benefaction  to  the 
profession  whidi  already  owes  ihim  so  much,  there  may  fittingly 
be  applied  to  him  what  was  sa.id  of  Ahou  ben  Adhem,  "  May 
his  tribe  increase  !  " 


MARRIAGES. 


Austin— Brook. — On  September  12,  at  Lavender  Hill  Con- 
gregarioiial  Church,  S.W.,  James  lAdams  Austin,  A.C.A.,  to 
.Marv  Bovns  Brook,  Inter.B.Sc.  (I,ond.),  M.P.S.,  only  daughter 
of  Mr.  S.  V.  Brook,  M.P.S.,  155,  Lavender  Hill,  S.W. 

Brims— Beatty.— Recently,  at  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Colpetty, 
Colombo,  by  the  Rev.  David  Macmichael,  William  Brims,  phar- 
macist, of  Messrs.  Cargills,  Ltd.,  Colombo,  to  Mary  A.  Beatty,  of 
Kandy. 

Lewis — Wickham. — On  September  13,  at  the  Congregational 
Ohurch,  Leytonstone,  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Lemon,  B.A.,  S.  .ludd 
Lewis,  eldest  son  of  S.  Lewis,  of  Newington  Causeway,  to  Louie 
Marion,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  Wickham,  of  Woodlands. 
Cambridge  Park,  Wanstead. 

Parkinson— West. — At  All  Saints',  Erdington,  on  September 
11,  by  th©  Rev.  Wm.  Clarke,  Arthur  Chiarles  Parkinson, 
chemist  (Private,  R.A.M.C),  eldest  son  of  Frederick 'William 
Parkinson,  Athei'^tone,  to  Kitty,  second  daughter  of  Henry 
Reuben  West.  Baddeeley-Ensor,  Wai-wiokshire. 

Waterhouse— Partington. — On  September  17,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  Willesden,  N.W.,  by  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  James  Dixon, 
Ernest  Waterhouse,  pharmacist,  18,  Exmouth  Street,  W.C.  1,  to 
Edith,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  .Joseph  Partington,  Esq., 
Brookfields.  Heywood. 


SILVER  WEDDING. 
Smith— Dukes.— On   September  21.   1892,   at  Holy  Trinity 
Church.  Birchfields.  Fre<lerick  Smith,  of  Handsworth,  pharma-~ 
ceutical  r-hf-niist,  to  Annie  Elizabetli  Dukes,  ti{  Birchfields. 


DEATHS. 

Baeyer. — At  Munich  recently.  Professor  Adolf  von  Baeycr. 
Aged  82.  A  pupil  of  Bunsen,  at  Heidelberg,  he  passed  some 
years  as  privatdozeni  at  Berlin,  where  In-  came  under  the 
inspiring  influence  of  A.  W.  von  Hofmann,  to  whom,  as  a 
personal  force,  the  progress  of  modern  chemistry  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent  is  for  ever  indc*bted.  In  1872  Baeyer 
was  installed  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  director  of  the 
new  chemical  laboratories  at  Strasb\irg.  from  which  there  issued 
such  coldbrated  chemists  as  Emil  Fischer,  C.  Graiebe,  and 
C.  Liebermann,  the  discoverer  of  alizarin  (synthetic  madder), 
and  Victor  Meyer.  In  1875  he  became  the  occupant 
of  Liebig's  chair  in  Munich,  where  4ic  planned  the 
new  Chemi.sches  Institut,  from  which  iias  gone  forth 
a  long  succession  of  notable  organic  chemists  of  all 
nationalities.  Baeyer's  name  will  go  down  to  posterity  in 
association  with  the  artificial  ijroduction  of  indigo,  his  re- 
searches on  which  began  in  1865.  The  determination  by  him 
of  the  constitution  of  the  molecule  of  indigo  led  to  his 
synthesis  of  it  in  1870,  and  later  to  another  synthesis  from  a 
toluene  base.  In  1880  his  patents  were  acquired  by  the 
Badi.sche  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik  and  the  Hoechst 
Farbwerke,  who.  as  the  result  of  conjoint  research 
for  eighteen  years,  at  a  total  cost  of  a  million 
pounds,  invented  two  satisfactory  processes  for  the  synthesis, 
on  a  manufacturing  scale,  of  indigo  from  coal-tar  derivatives, 
one  sftarting  from  naphthalene  and  the  other  from  benzene,  vid 
aniline.  The  writer  of  the  obituary  notice  of  Baeyer  in  the 
Times,  from>  iwhich  many  of  the  foregoing  particular^  are 
taken,  adds  that  Baeyer  "occupied  a  patriarchal  position  in 
the  chemical  world.  Until  his  eightieth  jear  he  delivered 
lectures  on  five  mornings  each  w-eek.  and  among  his  students 
his  venerable  appearance  earned  for  him  the  nickname  of  '  St. 
Peter.'" 

Essery. — On  September  9.  at  1.  Egerton  Road,  Plymouth. 
William  E.ssery,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  87.  Mr.  Essery 
passed  the  examination  in  1858.  the  number  of  his  certificate 
b-ing  493. 

Eyres. — On  September  IC,  at  73.  Winter  Road.  Soiithsea.  John 
Eyres,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  77.  Mr.  Eyres  was  in 
business  before  1868. 

Hadden. — Reoemtly,  at  Wexiford,  Dr.  H.  A.  G.  Hadden. 
Aged  50.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  pharmaceutical  con- 
cern in  that  town,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  an  extensive 
practice  and  retail  bu.siness.  Shortly  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  wian-  he  joined  the  R.A.'!M.C.,  and  aft«r  twelve  montiiis' 
service  was  promoted  captain.  He  was  at  the  front  for  several 
months,  and  was  invaiided  home.  Dr.  Hadden  was  oom- 
'pounder  to  the  County  Infiirmary.  He  died  after  a.  short 
illness. 

Sheehy.  — On  August  30,  at  the  Pharmacy,  ilitohdstown, 
.Mr.  W.  M.  Shecliy,  M. P.S.I.  Deceased  was  a  magistrate  for 
County  Cork,  and  was  held  in  wide  esteem. 


ON    ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Pioneer  Frederick  Bibby,  ohemiist  au'd  druggist,  Liverpool, 
w-ho  fell  iin  action  in  Franco  on  July  17,  was  a  student  in  the 
Society's  School  of  Pluarmacy,  and  qualified  in  1915.  In  a<!cord- 
anoo  with  the  offer  of  hospitality  and  service  to  pharmacists 
in  the  Army  made  by  Mr.  ISdward  F.  Young,  of  Bristol, 
through  our  columns,  the  late  Pioneer  Bibby,  on  being  ordered 
to  Plymouth,  was  reoommcmdcd  by  Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  R.  F. 
Roper  of  that  town,  who,  aJong  with  Mrs.  Roi>er,  had  the 
privilege  of  performing  some  friendly  offices  for  him.  A  letter 
fiom  one  of  the  deceased  soldiei's  comrades  gives  him  the 
h-itghest  praise,  siaying  that  ho  was  Liked  by  all.  never  said  a 
wrong  word,  or  inflicted  a  wrong  on  aiiyone,  and  commanded 
resi-ioot  by  unfad^ig  considorateness,  court-e.«y,  and  ohavalry 
even  in  the  midfet  of  the  most  trying  hardship.  Tlie  writer  adds 
that  has  lo.st  comrade,  although  not  strong,  always  willingly 
and  cheerfully  did  his  .sihare  of  the  woi-k,  ami  in  death  as  in  life 
h-as  ea/rnied  a  place  amongst  those  immortals  who  have  perished 
thai  liberty  may  live  and  triumph. 

Private  Cuthbert  McCahy  (Royal  Fusiliers),  who.  was  killed 
in  action  on  .luly  31,  had  completed  his  appi-entioeship  with  Mr. 
R  R.  Hallaway,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  5.  Devonshire  Street, 
Ca  rlisle. 

Corporal  George  D.  Mackenzie,  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps — who  is  reported  wounded  on  both  forearms — before 
enlisting  was  employed  with  Mr.  C.  Stewart,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen.  He  joined  the  fighting 
forces  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  and  had  br^^n  through 
?onie  of  the  biggest  engagements. 


22,  1917.]    THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST. 


139 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
The  Pharmacy:  Its  Situation,  Structure,  and  Style. 

"Onlooker  '  \P.J-,  September  15,  p.  122)  quotes  the  query, 
■"Where  are  the  chemis:s'  establishments  in  your  big  cities?" 
As  the  pronoun  ''your"  ia  used,  it  would  seem  that  the  in- 
quirer was  not  a  Britisher,  and  therefore  hardly  able  to  judj^e 
■  our  national  conditions  fairly.  The  real  reason  why  ohoniists 
sare  not  in  business  in  the  main  streets  of  our  large  towns  is 
summed  up  in  the  word  "family,"  our  best  customers  and 
.inainstav  being  the  household  with  the  youngsters  and  the 
liabies  [teste  01.  Camph.  vel  Ricini).  and  as  the  main  thorough- 
•fares  to  a  great  ext«nt  are  non-residential,  the  ehemist  follows 
his  elicntf/r.  and  gravitjxtcs  towards  thq  ourcr  ring  where  the 
people  live.  Then  "Onlooker"  goes  on  to  suggest  refitting 
after  the  war.  One  .has  to  be  most  careful  about  altering  the 
fittings  of  a  well-estabUshed  shop.  The  public  are  very  touchy 
on  that  point,  and  prefer  a  shop  with  whose  aspect  and  interior 
they  are  tamihar.  Just  before  the  war  I  turned  my  dispensing 
screen  round  to  be  at  right  angles  with  the  window  and  the 
serving  counter  facing  the  door,  and  thus  got  light  from  the 
window  while  dispensing,  and  made  the  whole  shop  lighter 
and  easier  to  work,  but  my  customers  decidedly  grumbled,  and 
told  me  the  old  arrangement  had  been  good  enough  for  my 
predecessor,  and  ought  to  be  good  enough  for  me.  Nearly  all 
of  us  can  offer  up  a  daily  prayer  to  be  more  assiduous  with 
the  duster,  keep  our  \vindows  brighter,  and  try  to  enliven  the 
premises  up  a  bit  after  the  war  -nathout  gutting  the  place. 
"  transm.ogrifying "  it  out  of  recognition,  and  unsettling  or 
driving  away  our  customers. 

-Abergavenny,  September  17.  1917.  H.  T.  T.  ROBr.HTS. 

The  Title  of  Chemist. 

Some  of  your  correspondents  appear  to  think  that  the  claim 
made  by  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  to  the 
title  of  chemist  could  be  conceded  if  those  who  practise  applied 
chemistry  without  qualification  were  granted  the  necessary 
concession  to  put  them  on  some  more  secure  footing,  and  that 
they  incline  to  look  to  the  President  of  the  jPharmaceutical 
Society  to  take  this  view.  I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  what 
proportion  these  gentlemen  bear  to  the  total  of  those  who 
by  long-established  custom  use  the  title  with  or  without  some 
qualifying  adjective,  but  I  think  it  would  be  an  exceedingly 
unwise  step  for  the  Council  even  to  entertain  such  a  proposal. 
'VMiilst  it  is  quite  true  that  circumstances,  as  outlined  in 
your  leader  in  Lssue  of  September  8,  point  towards  a  decaying 
indiistry  or  occupation,  the  apathy  of  the  Council  in  not  pro- 
viding an  assistants'  examination,  whatever  the  difficulties, 
may  in  the  near  future  prove  a  disastrous  one,  for  obvious 
reasons. 

Plymouth,  September  11,  1917.  R.  F.  Roper. 


In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "Pli.C.,"  I  notice  he  is  good 
enough  to  inform'  me  that  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  will  bp 
pleased  to  accept  my  entry  for  thei.-  examination — providing  I 
satisfy  them  with  regard  to  my  knowledge  of  chemistry,  and.  of 
course,  enclose  the  ustial  fee.    He  is  probably  aware"  that  the 
Council  of  the  Institute  will  not  accept  the  Major  as  an  evidence 
of  sufficient  knowledge  of  chemistry  for  their  respective  examina- 
tions.   (Please  note  that  after  tfiis  harsh  treatment,  we  are 
calmly  asked  to  hand  over  to  thi.s  auj?ust  body  our  title  of 
"  Chemi.st.")     He  is  charitable  enough  to  say   "  that'  those 
'     litig  pharmaceutical  qualifications  are  doing  good  work  in 
jnalytica!  departments  of  wholesale  houses,   but  only  as 
rants."    ...    I  will  go  still  farther,  and  say  that,  in 
iri.iny  cases,  the  pharmaceutical  chemi.sts  do  the  actual  work, 
and  what  very  often  happens  is  that  the  F.I.C.  merely  glances 
over  their  reports,  signs  his  name,  and  so  stamps  them  with  tbe 
hall-mark  of  accuracy  and  technical  responsibility,  which  we  are 
t<-.ld  by  a  few  narrow-minded  individuals  is  not  to  l>o  found  in 
mere  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  but  only  in  the  F.I.C.  In 
f  the  above,  my  contention  is  that  pharmaceutical  chemi.sts, 
..     .r]ipf;t«!nt  to  do  the  analytical  work  in  whole-sale  'houses,  orjglit 
to  be  allowed  to  enter  for  some  form  of  "modified  examination," 
a9  advocated  by  your  correspondent.     An  Ordinary  Member  of 
Phar.     Soc.."     which    should     bring    them     into  line 
the    Examinations    of    the    Institute.     I    noticed  an 
i  tisement  in  a  contemporary  where  a  large  firm  was  advcr- 
for  a  gentleman  to  supervise  the  scientific  part  of  the 
fss,  holding    a   qualification    such  as  the  Pharmaceutical 
r),  F.I.C,  or  a  University  graduate.    This  does  not  look 
lugh  it  is  always  necc».sary  to  pass  further  examinations 
those  of  the  Society      occupy  certain  responsible  positions, 
is  not  by  any  means  an  isolated  case!    Another  point  T 
d  like  to  rai.«e  with  your  correspondent  "  Ph.C.  "  is:  Where 


does  phanmicy  end  and  chemistry  begin?  Is  not  the  quanCita- 
tive  estmiation  of  airsenic  in  borax  a  process  requiring  both  a 
knowledge  ot  pharmacy  and  also  chemistry?  'J'ho  same  may  be 
said  of  many  of  tlie  processes  in  the  British  Pharmaoopo'ia.  To 
my  anind  it  is  very  difficult  to  diflfcrcntiate  between  the  chemist 
and  the  pharmacist,  although  I  presume  your  corresijoiidont 
"  Pli.U."  ixjssosses  the  necessary  knowledge"  to  do  so.  In  con- 
clusion, I  hope  our  own  Pharmaceutical  Council  will  see  to  it 
that  they  secure  the  title  of  chemist  to  those  who  are  legally 
entitled  to  retain  it — unless  the  Council  of  the  Institute  are 
willing  to  make  concessions  which  shall  mutually  benefit  us  both. 
September  11,  1917.  "Anxious"  (216/44). 

The  Incomplete  Pharmacist- 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  upon  the  position  of 
the  pharmacist  of  the  present  day.  There  have  been  lots  of 
reasons  put  forward  for  this  condition,  thus:  ''  Lack  of  organi.sa- 
tion,"  "  the  narrow  outlook  on  the  part  of  the  individual," 
"  want  of  support  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  lack  of 
energy  on  the  part  both  of  the  Phannaceutical  Society  oflBcers, 
and  also  of  the  members  tliemselves — and  so  on.  Thus  the  years 
have  rolled  away,  and  the  same  old  subjects  again  revive.  And 
to-day,  as  twenty  years  ago,  the  crj-  is  Organisation  !  There  is 
one  point  thait  aippeans  to  me  to  Jiiave  'been^  cither  pun-posely 
avoided,  or  overlooked,  and  this  is  the  character  of  the  phar- 
macist in  regard  to  his  thoroughly  sound  udaeation  in  his  calling. 
When  we  consider  the  forefathers  of  pharmacy  and  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  they  worlced  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
can  we  honestly  say  that  the  pharmacist  of  to-day  is  equal  to,  or 
better  than,  those  worthies  of  the  past';  and  this  in  spite  of  the 
advance  in  scientific  education?  I  consider  that  the  incompletely 
educated  pharmacist  who  has  -come  into  existence  during  the 
past  thirty  yeairs  is  one.  and  a  great,  cause  of  the  present  status 
of  those  "who  practise  pharmacy.  These  pharmacists  are  the 
result  of  imperfect  apprenticeship — apprenticeship  in  which  their 
employers  failed  in  their  duty  to  their  apprentices,  and  the 
young"  men  then  seek  the  easiest  and  quickest  way  of  gaining 
the  information  that  is  necessary  to  get  through  the  qualifying 
examination  ;  they  do  not  seek  knowledge  in  its  traest  sense,  but 
just  an  arrangement  of  facts  and  points  in  science  that  will  pass 
them  through  the  ordeal  of  examination.  The  result  of  tlhis 
is  a  large  number  of  pharmacists  scattered  throughout  the  land 
who  are  not  competent  to  undertake  the  practical  teaching  ot 
pharmacy  to  the  young  man  who  may  enter  their  service;  hence 
the  starting  point  in  the  career  of  any  such  young  man  is  faulty, 
and  leads  on  to  a  continuation  of  the  incomplete  pharmacist. 
If  a  young  man  serves  an  apprenticeship  to  a  practical  pharmacist 
able  and  willing  to  teach  him  his  craftsmanship  from  chemical 
manipulations  to  the  making  of  horse  balls,  and  cleaning 
windows  {all  necessary  and  useful  to  know),  such  an  apprentice, 
after  a  three  years'  progressive  practical  teaching,  should_  be 
very  near  the  standard  necessary  for  the  qualifying  examination, 
and  certainly  would  be  better  educated  in  those  subjects  than 
he  who  has  "acquired  in  a  few  months  a  mere  collection  of  facts, 
which  in  later  years  would  waste  away  and  leave  him  education- 
ally starved.  To  improve  the  status  of  the  pharmacist,  I  would 
suggest  that  no  vouth  enters  pharmacy  without  first  being 
registered  as  a  pliarmacy  student.  This  would  necessitate  the 
passing  of  some  recognised  '-preliminary"  or  matriculation 
examioation;  a  three  years'  apprenticeship;  progression  m  the 
studies  to  be  checked  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  holding 
first,  second,  and  third  year's  examinations ;  the  amiual  fee  of 
£1  Is.  to  be  paid  by  the  employer.  At  the  end  of  the  three 
years  any  apprentice  who  had  gained  a  certain  thigh  number  of 
r^arks  to  be  allowed  to  enter  "for  the  qualifying  examination, 
irrespective  of  age;  for  much  good  time  is  lost  between  the  end 
of  apprenticeship  and  the  attaining  of  the  age  limit  of  twenty-one 
years.  By  these  means  there  would  result  a  number  of  better 
educated  pharmacists,  who  would  be  more  fit  for  praotismg 
pharmacy,  wherever  they  were  located,  more  to  the  credit  of  our 
craft,  and  the  elevation  of  the  pharmacist  of  tbe  future. 

September  10.  1917.  "  Danwer  (216/34). 

The  Late  Dr.  W.  H.  Symons. 

In  your  obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Symons,  of  Bath,  I  observe 
that  iio  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the 
original  band  of  students  who  attended  the  first  course  of 
evening  lectures  and  laboratory  work  on  bacteriology  especi- 
ally arranged  for  medical  officers  of  health,  analysts,  and 
pharmacists  at  King's  College,  in  the  Strand.  Dr.  Richard  T, 
Hewlett,  who  was  then  a-ssistant  to  Professor  Crookshank,  wa.s 
the  teacher.  About  twenty  students ,  attended  this  class,  which 
was  held  on  Monday  evenings,  at  seven  o'clock.  Dr.  Hewlett 
lectured  for  about  lialf  an  hour,  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
being  ocxjupied  by  us  in  practical  work.  All  material  being 
supplied,  inoculations,  cultivations,  staining,  etc.,  were  quickly 
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acquired,  so  that  wo  soon  became  acquainted  with  the  great 
principles  of  bacteriology.  As  the  course  was  heartily  roc  in- 
mended  at  the  time  in  the  Journal  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Paul,  or 
the  .assistant  editor,  there  nnist  bo  several  still  living  who 
attended  that  class.  There  was  not  a  sufficient  supply  of 
microscopes  wiith  oil  immersion  lenses  to  go  round  the  class; 
consequently  the  manipulative  skill  of  the  pharmacist  wa.s 
shown  to  advantage. 

In  those  days  most  universities  granting  a  diploma  or  degree 
in  public  health  demanded  three  monthe'  practical  instruc- 
tion in  bacteriology  !  Now  it  is  very  pleasing  to  find  that  the 
Council  considers  bacteriology  a  necessary  element  in  the 
study  of  pharmacy. 

September  11,  1917.  "  M.  P.  S." 

Irish  Slate. 

With  reference  to  your  note  in  reply  to  "A.  McK.,"  in 
current  issue,  it  may  interest  "  A.  McK."  to  know  that  here 
we  have  a  "40  oz.  shop  round"  of  Irish  slate,  and  that  the 
Bale  of  it— in  Id.,  2d.,  and  3d.  quantities,  usually— is  by  no 
means  uncommon. 

Chester,  September  15,  1917.  K.  S.  Dickinson. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Glycerin  Substitute  (H.  M.  D.— 217/6).— The  whole  subject 
of  substitutes  for  glycerin  in  such  preparations  as  those  you 
reJer  to  is  (under  consideration,  and  suggestions  will  be  made 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

Supply  of  Sugar  for  Invalid  (J.  R.  R.— 217/20),— You  should 
apply  to  your  Local  F ood  committee  for  the  special  invalid  form 
which  would  be  requisite.  In  regard  to  manufacturers'  form, 
you  must  state  the  actual  quantity  used  in  1915,  and  you  will 
get  50  per  cent,  of  that  amount. 

Prescriptions  for  Codeine  and  Heroin  (A.  S.— 217/4),— You 
were  right  in  refusing  in  both  cases.  It  is  not  possible  to  com- 
pile a  compendiurn  of  the  regulations,  as  they  are  subject  to 
frequent  modification  either  in  wording  or  in  interpretation. 
The  Journal  will  keep  you  informed  of  changes. 

Capsules  for  Headache  (J.  B.— 214/21).— We  are  unable  to 
undertake  the  analysis  of  medicinal  preparations.  Your  own 
results  are  probably  not  very  wide  of  the  mark,  but  we  think 
your  best  course  would  be  to  submit  a  sample  to  an  analyst 
who  is  accustomed  to  examine  medicinal  preparations. 

Urodonal  (F.  W.  T.— 217/26).— A  German  work  of  reference 
aHudios  to  urodonal  as  a  granulated  effervescent  salt  vphose 
active  constituents  are  lysidine,  sidonal,  and  hexamethylenete- 
tramine.  It  is  used  in  gout,  rheoimatism,  and  kidney  troubles. 
The  dose' is  a  full  teaspoonful  thrice  daily  during  meal-times,  in 
warm  water. 

Solvent  for  Spent  Motor  Tyres  (J.  E.  G.— 217,9).— Ethylene 
dichloride  would  probalbly  answer  your  nurpose  as  well  as  any- 
thing else,  and  it  has  the  advantage  over  naphtha  and  carbon 
disulphide  in  giving  a  true  solution  with  rubber,  and  not  a 
mere  sweUing  and  diffusion.  It  is  a  very  effective  solvent,  and 
is  non-inflammable.  Terpineol  dissolves  vulcanised  caoutchouc 
completely.  There  are  also  "  Westron,"  which  is  the  regis- 
tered name  for  tetrachlorethane,  and  "  Westrosol "  (trichlor- 
ethylene),  both  non-inflammable ;  they  are  made  by  the  AVeston 
Chemical^Company,  Ltd.,  Weston  Point,  Runcorn. 

Removing  Mildew  from  Cotton  and  Woollen  Cloth  (W.  N.— 
.217/18). — Mix  soft  soap  with  powdered  starch,  half  as  much  table 
salt,  and  the  juice  of  a  lemon  to  rrkake  a  thin  paste.  Spread  tliis 
mixture  thickly  with  a  stiff  brush  on  both  sides  of  the  mildewed 
cloth,  and  then  lay  the  fabric  on  the  grass  in  the  sun.  Repeat 
the  operation  two  or  three  times  a  day,  leaving  the  cloth  out 
over  night,  as  is  done  in  bleaching.  Or,  use  the  following  very 
carefully: — Make  a  very  weak  solution  of  chlorinated  lime  in 
water  (about  a  heaped  teaspoonful  to  a  quart  of  water),  strain 
carefully,  and  dip  the  spotted  parts  of  the  garment  into  the 
liquid.  If  the  stain  does  not  disappear  quickly,  lay  the  cloth  in 
the  sun  for  a  few  minutes,  or  dip  it  again  into  the  liquid. 
Finally,  rinse  thoroughly  with  clean  water. 

Liq.  Aluminii  Acetatis,  B.P.C.  (C.  E.  D.— 217/35).— Aluminium 
acetate  is  a  salt  of  a  weak  base  with  a  weak  acid,  and  is  there- 
fore considerably  hydrolysed  in  solution.  If  the  solution  is 
warmed,  hydrolysis  is  increased  and  aluminium  hydroxide  is 
precipitated.  In  the  solution  aluminium  hydroxide  exi.st?.  at  least 
parti}',  in  the  free  state,  but  as  a  colloidal  sol ;  this  has  evidently 
been  gelatinised  or  transformed  into  a  gel  under  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  solution  has  been  kept.  Colloids  in  the 
sol  state  are  readily  changed  into  gels  by  some  small  amoimt 
of  added  substance,  or  by  some  small  variation  in  the  proportions 


of  the  constituents  of  the  mixture.  Once  gelatinised,  it  is  prac- 
tically im]X)ssible  to  change  it  back  into  the  soluble  state. 

Sample  of  Rubber-like  Substance  (R.  R.— 217/27).— We  have 
little  doubt  that  the  sample  you  send  is  a  piece  of  rubber  sub- 
stitute. It  liaa  got  the  resilient  quality  of  genuine  rubber,  but 
it  is  friable,  and  has  little  or  no  extensibility.  These  characters, 
along  with  the  odour,  which  is  suggestive  of  an  oil,  and  the 
fumes  of  genuine  rubber  which  it  emits  on  burning,  indicate 
that  tho  product  is  a  rubber  substitute.  Various  ijotes  on  the 
composition  of  such  preparations  have  appeared  in  the  Journal 
from  time  to  time,  many  of  them  the  subjects  of  patents.  Some 
of  the  substitutes  contain  a  certain  proportion  of  rubber;  others 
do  not  contain  .any  rubber,  but  are  derived  from  some  vegetable 
oil  (soya  oil,  for  example),  or  are  specially  prepared  mixtures 
of  farinaceous  substances  and  hard  paraffin. 

Chlorinated  Eucalyptol  and  Chlorinated  ParaflBn  {S.  H.  and 
S. — 215/38). — ^Chlorinated  eucalyj^tol  is  prepared  thus: — Eucalyp- 
tol (U.S. P.),  not  eucalyptus  oil,  must  be  used.  Five  hundred 
C.c.  are  treated  with  15  Gms.  of  potassium  chlorate  and  50  C.c. 
of  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid.  After  twelve  hours,  the 
oil  is  well  washed  with  water  and  sodium  carbonate  solution. 
Dry  sodium  carbonate  is  added  to  the  oil,  and  the  mixture  is 
allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  then  filtered  and 
dried  with  a  little  calcium  chloride.  The  procedure  for  chlori-, 
nated  paraffin  oil  is  as  follows: — Fiv©  hundred  C.c.  of  com- 
mercial liquid  paraSin  are  treated  with  15  Gms.  of  potassium 
chlorate  and  50  C.c.  of  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid.  The 
mixture  is  exposed  to  the  light  and  aJlowed  to  stand  over  night. 
It  is  then  put  into  a  separatory  funnel  and  washed  successively 
with  water,  sodium  dblorid'e  solution,  anid  water.  The  opales- 
cent oil  is  tapped  off,  a  lump  or  two  of  calcium  chloride  and 
5  Gms,  of  charcoal  are  added,  and  the  oil  is  filtered  vrath  suction. 

Luminous  Paint  (R.  C.  O. — 217/22). — (1)  Strontium  carbonate, 
1,000;  sulphur,  1,000;  potassium  chloride,  5;  sodium  chloride,  5; 
manganese  chloride,  4,  Mix,  and  heat  to  white  heat  for  haJf 
an  hour.  This  emits  a  golden-yellow  light.  (2)  A  formula  for  a 
green  luminous  paint  is  as  follows: — Strontium  hyposulphite, 
60  Gms. ;  bismuth  nitrate  (5  per  cent,  eolution  in  acidified 
alcohol),  12  mils;  uranium  nitrate  per  cent,  solution  in 
alcohol),  5  mils.  This  mixture  is  subjected  to  a  temperature  of 
about  1,300  C.  for  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  (3)  This 
produces  a  highly  phosphorescent  product : — A  mixture  of 
100  Gms.  of  puire  precipitated  oaJcium  carbonate  and  30  Gms. 
of  powdered  roll  sulphur  is  heated  to  a  dull  red  heat  for  an 
hour  in  a  covered  crucible.  When  cold,  the  white  calcium 
sulphide  thus  obtained  is  impregnated  with  1 :  1,000  of  bismuth. 
For  this  purpose,  a  solution  of  0  3  Gm.  of  basic  bismuth  nitrate 
in  200  mils  of  absolute  alcohol  containing  a  few  drops  of  nitric 
acid  is  employed.  Ten  Gms.  of  tihe  calcium  sulphide  is  made 
into  a  paste  witlh  absolute  alcohol,  and  1  mil  of  the  bismuth 
solution  is  added  to  it,  and  thoroughly  mixed.  After  drying, 
tho  mixture  is  carefully  heated  in  a  covered  crucible  to  an 
incipient  cherry-red  heat  for  two  hours.  It  is  then  allowed  to 
cool  slowly  in  the  furnace.  This  produces  a  fine  violet 
p  h  ospli  orescence. 
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SUNDAY,  September  23. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m.,  Comi)an,y  parade.  Headquarters,  for  Drill,  Ac. 
Uniform,  drill  order.  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s  parade  at 
Liverpool  Street  9.40  for  Staff  ride  at  Epping.  Uniform, 
walking-out  order,  with  haversack  and  water  bottle. 
Canes  to  be  carried  ;  also  notebook  and  compass  to  be 
taken, 

Tuesday,    September    25.  .—  8.30   p.m..  Musketry 
Lecture  for  OfBoers  and  N.C.O.'s. 
Wednesday,  •September  26.-3  p.m.,  No,  2  Platoon  parade  at  Head- 
quarters, 

Thursday.  September  27,-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,3,  and  4  Platoons  parade  at 
Headquarters. 

TUESDAY,  September  25. 
Mass  .Meetinjt  of  Panel  Cfiemlsts.— Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Streeti 
London,  E.C.,  9p.m.  sharp.   Business:  To  consider  the  desirability  ot 
presenting  a  memorial  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  as  to  TariBf  Terms 
for  1918. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  3. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Qreat  Britain.  — Meetitig  of  Couucili 
11  a.m.    Opening  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  3  p.m. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

Opening  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Trie  seventy-sixth  session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  will  be 
opened  at  3  p.m.,  on  October  3,  1917,  when  the  Hanburv  Medal 
and  the  School  Prizes  will  be  presented  bv  the  President  and 
the  Inaugural  Sessional  Address  delivered  Lieutenant-Ck)lonel 
E.  F.  Harrison,  C.M.G.,  a  former  member  of  the  Society's 
xd  of  Examiners  in  England  and  Wales.  The  Hanbury 
c  u  '  l""^  year  IS  Professor  Henry  G.  Greenish,  the  Dean  of 
School.  We  are  asked  to  intimate  that  owing  to  present 
abnormal  conditions,  the  customary  light  refreshments  cannot 
oe  provided. 

The  Sale  of  Proprietary  Foods  for  which  a  .Maximum  Price 
has  been  Fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

"  ;  are  informed  that  at  the  instance  of  the  Ministry  oi 
Local  Authorities  have  warned  retailers  of  proprietarv 
for  which  a  maximum  price  has  been  fixed  by  tho 
■nment  that  it  is  illegal  to  sell  those  above  the"  fixft<"i 
Purchases  have   already  been  made  by  inspectors  in 
-;nt  centres,  and  a  number  of  prosecutions  are  pending, 
proceedings  make  it  impossible  for  retailers  of  such  foods 
•ir  out  stocks  on  hand,  unless  at  a  serious  lo«.s,  the  whole- 
aii6  price  at  which  they  have  been  bought  in,  being  in  excess 
of  the  fixed  retail  price.    This  means,  therefore,  that  tJie  foods 
■estion  must  be  withdrawn  from  sale.    Retailers  should 
'r-ess  the  respective  manufacturers  to  take  up  the  matter 
the  Government,  so  that  permission  mav  be  given  to  sail 
out  the  existing  stocks  at  a  reasonable  profit.    There  is  no 
riok  of  any  abuse  of  such  a  concession,  because  certain  manu- 
-rs,  th»  retail  price  of  whose  products  is  regulated  by 
have  ceased  to  supply  these  to  the  trade. 
Continuation  of  Shops  Early  Closing  Order, 
Home  .Secretary   has  made  an   Order  continuing  the 
dM,T\-  early  olo.siiig  of  shops  until  April,  1918.  ITie  same 
-  hour*  are  retained— 8  p.m.  each  clay,  except  Saturdav, 
he  hour  is  9  p.m. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Xavy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
'        .acy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
ho  are  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
unicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
ii,  Bloomsbury  .Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
teep  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  clas9. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   CONFERENCE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

There  is  a  special  significance  and  message  for  the  whole 
body  of  panel  chemists  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  ante- 
cedents, proceeding.?,  and  npshot  of  the  Conference  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  District  Meetings  "which  was  held  in  London  on 
September  19  (P.J-,  September  22,  p.  135).     It  may  be 
instructive  to  retrace  the  steps  which  culminated  in  the  Con- 
ference.   Following  upon  the  issue  in  July  of  the  Abridged 
Report  and  Recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Local  Associations  Executive  to  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees   in    England    and    Wales,    and    careful  considera- 
tion   by    these    Committees    of   that    Rejjort,    the  under- 
mentioned   meetings    were    held :    A    meeting    of  panel 
chemists    in    each    area,    to    v^hich    the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee's    resolutions    as    to    the    Report    Virere  sub- 
mitted for  discussion  and  adjustment,   and  at  which  one 
or  more  delegates  in  pi'oportion  to  the  number  of  members  on 
the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  in  the  area,  and  with  power 
to  vote  on  behalf  of  the  area,  were  appointed  to  attend  one 
of  the  series  of  eight  District  Meetings,  at  all  of  which  members 
of  Council  and  members  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
were  present.    These  meetings,  which  were  held  in  centres  as 
convenient  as  possible  for  delegates  from  the  different  parts  of 
England  and  Wales,  were  fully  representative,  and  categori- 
cally discussed  and  came  to  definite  decisions  on  the  issues 
in  the  case  which,  without  any  reserve,  were  placed  before 
them.     At  the  District  Meetings  representatives  (three  for 
each  pricing  group)  -were  appointed  to  attend  a  Conference  in 
London,  provided  suoh  a  meeting  should  be  found  necessary 
as  a  result  of  developments.    In  the  event  it  transpired  that, 
although  the  findings  of  the  District  Meetings  had  been  sub- 
stantially concordant,  there  was  divergence  of  results  on  some 
points,    and   consequently    it   was    necessary    to  convene 
the  Conference  which,  took  place  last  week.    As  is  evident- 
from  a  survey  of  the  list  of  delegates  present  at  that  Conference, 
it  was  comprehensively  representative,  and  formed  an  efficient 
substitute  for  the  Conference  of  Local  Associations,  which  had 
perforce  to  be  pretermitted  because  of  the  war.    It  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  Conference,  with  some  modifications,  decided 
to  recommend  the  Tariff  Sub-Committee's  proposals  for  Tariff 
terms  for  1918,  including  the  revised  scale  of  dispensing  fees 
suggested  by  that  Committee.    Tliis  does  not  mean  that  the 
Conference  regarded  the  revised  scale  as  the  last  word  in  the 
standard  of  remuneration  for  Insurance  dispensing.    But  the 
endorsement  of  the  scale  by  the  Conference  explicitly  expresses 
its  judgment  as  to  the  amount  that  may  reasonably  be  sought 
and  pressed  for  imder  prevailing  conditions.  It  sTiould  be  clearly 
realised  that  this  finding,  which  is  final  as  regards  the  nature 
and  scope  of  the  case  to  be  presented  to  the  Commissioner^ 
on  behalf  of  English  and  Welsh  panel  chemists,  is  the  resultant 
of  a  svstematicallv  reviewed  and  confirmed  referendum  of  the 
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entire  body  of  panel  chemists  in  England  and  Wales  thxough 
their  duly  appointed  and  accredited  representatives.  On 
this  impregnably  democratic  basis  the  decisions  of  the  Con- 
ference are  authoritative,  conclusive,  and  morally  binding  on 
all  panel  chemists  who  desire  that  the  coming  negotiations  with 
the  Commissioners  as  to  the  proposed  terms  for  1918  shall 
have  all  the  force  and  prestige  derived  from  the  constitu- 
tionally expressed  and  conveyed  will  and  mandate  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  constituency  of  which  the  Conference  was  the 
mouthpiece,  and  for  which  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
and  the  Council  of  the  Society  act  in  a  fiduciary  capacity. 


DEMOCRATIC   COHESION  AND  CONTROL  IN 
PHARMACY. 

This  is  an  age  of  reactions  and  revolutions,  and  many  of 
the  more  momentous  of  these  movements  have  been  accelerated 
or  precipitated  by  the  war,  which  has 
Anarchy,  or       developed  and  fortified  the  ascendency 
the  Rule  of  the    of  democratic  prinoiplos  of  government. 
Majority.         In  the  sphere  of  pharmacy,  the  demo- 
cmatic  rigime  wias  u.^hered  in  by  the  Act 
of  1898,  and  no  member  of  the  Society  can  justly  accuse  any 
Council  since  then  of  having  paltered  with  or  conspired 
against  the  new  charter  oi  enfranchisement,  and  the  members 
of  the  Society  as  a  whole  have  worthily  realised  the  responsi- 
Ibilities,  individual  as  well  as  collective,  of  self-government, 
which  calls  for  a  higher  average  level  of  intelligence,  moral 
eense,  and  self-control  on  the  part  of  the  governed  than  any 
other  extant  form  of  political  rule.    The  central  constitutive 
and  regulative  principle  of  a  democracy  is  rule  by  the  majority 
without  repression  or  oppression  of  minorities,  but  with  co- 
operation of  the  latter  in  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order 
and  the  protection  of  the  State  from  its  enemies,  internal  and 
external,  in  peace  and  war.    When  the  nation  is  in  danger 
no  plea  of  conscientious  conviction  or  grievance  avails  to 
absolve  individuals  or  groups  from  the  obligation  for  service, 
or  as  a  justification  for  separatist  action.    If  every  minority 
were  to  be  allowed  to  act  independently  of  the  legally  con- 
etituted  central  authority  and  executive  there  would  be  a 
speedy  break  up  of  every  hmnian  society,  and  a  reversion  to  a 
short-lived  anarchy,  ending  by  reaction  in  despotism.  These 
are  sociological  constants  which  cannot  be  gainsaid,  and  are 
as  true  of  pharmacy  as  of  a  community  or  nation. 

An  unorganised  democracy  means  mob  law ;  an  organised 
democracy  spells  order  and  staibility.  In  the  nature  of  the 
case,  organisation  which  is  not  imposed 
Organisation.  from  without,  and  therefore  arbitrary 
and  mechanical,  is  a  slow  growth. 
Organisation  in  pharmacy  dates  from  1841.  It  has  gone  on 
from  less  to  more,  and  from  strength  to  strength,  under  a 
complex  of  formative  personal  and  environmental  forces,  and 
has  developed  in  accordance  with  changing  conditions  and 
needs.  In  each  of  its  successive  adaptive  modifications  the 
organisation  of  the  Society  has  proved  an  efficient  although,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  not  a  perfect  instrument  for  its  purpose. 
In  its  more  recent  developments,  which  have  been  due  largely 
to  the  pressure  of  the  situation  created  by  National  Health 
Insurance  it  has  imquestionably  saved  the  situation  for 
pharmacists.  At  the  present  moment  the  ramifications  of 
organisation  in  pharmacy,  in  and  out  of  the  Society,  are  such 
that  no  interest  either  on  the  professional  or  business  side  is 
unrepresented  or  neglected;  Jind  whether  as  a  member  of  a 
Local  Association,  a  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  or  central 
administrative  body  the  pharmacist  commands  every  facility 
and  resource  for  the  assertion  and  vindication  of  his  rights 
and  views.    So  far  from  organisation  being  incommensurate 


with  the  practical  needs  of  pharmacy,  if  anything  it  errs  on 
the  side  of  reduplication  and  excess.    And  there  is  absolutely 
no  room  or  justification  for  the  advent  and  interpolation  of 
aJi  advenititioTiB,  anomaJouts,  and  supeimumerary  oaucus,  ihtt 
oi>ei-aitioTis  of  whicli,  however  motived  and  designed,  must 
have  a  tendency  to  undermine  and  supplant  the  authority 
and  functions  with  which  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
and  the  Council  are  constitutionally  invested.      From  the 
years  of  the  sinister  propaganda  of  the  United  Society  of 
Chemists    and    Druggists,   whose    divisive  courses  almost 
wrecked  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1868,  and  compelled  an  ill-  , 
omened   compromise  which  emasculated  that  measure,  and  ! 
entailed  iind  encumbered  what  else  had  been  the  fair  and 
goodly  estate  of  plharrnacy,  its  initerests  and  piKxspeots  harve 
been  h'indcTed  and  jeopardised  by  the  recurrent  escapades 
of  gnouips  of  irrasponsible  reaotionairies,  w'lio,  by  some  mental 
twist,  always  seriously  take  themselves  to  be  apostles  of  pro- 
gireiss.      These  iH-advised  and  shoTtjlived  enterprises  have 
proved  a  prolific  source  of  the  weakness  and  politioal  baok- 
wardinass  of  tlii©  body  politic  in  pharmacy  imtU  recent  years, 
when,  by  the  ;wlvent  of  a  new  spirit  which  makes  foir  unifica- 
tion, together  with  the   constraining  pressure  of  external 
evente  affecting  pQiarmacy,  the  fumdamental  need  for  closer 
cohesion  and  co-ordinated  effort  amongst  pharmacists  has 
been  fully  realised  and  enforced.     Any  recrudescence  there- 
fore of  the  old  anti-social  and  anarchical  evil  must  be  promptly 
and  thoroughly  stamped  out  in  the  interests  of  unity  and 
solidarity.      There    is    a    tendency    to    forget    that,  after 
all,    there    is    only    a    comparatively    small    number  of 
pharmacists    to    go    round,    and    while    in    theory    it  is 
all  very  fine  to  create  so-called  auxiliary  and  supplementary 
agencies,  in  practice  this  means  a  withdrawal  of  men  from  as 
useful  or  more  useful  work,  or  an  overlapping  of  labour,  and 
consequent  misdirection  or  serious  loss  of  energy  and  waste  of 
money.      The  history  of  organisation  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Society  furnishes  a  decisive  refutation  of  the  charge  that 
it  has  always  resisted  progressive  change  in  organisation.  As 
a  responsible  public  body,  subject  to  statutory  limitations,  it 
has  necessarily  had  to  move  circumspectly.    But  the  fact  that 
its  scheme  of  organisation  has  been  twice  radically  recon- 
structed in  recent  times,  and  that  a  special  Committee  of  the 
Council  is  now  sitting  to  take  evidence  and  consider  proposals 
from  ali  quarters,  for  amendment  of  the  ex/isting  scheme,  are  \ 
proofs  positive  of  the  willingness  and  readiness  of  the  Council  j 
to  move  with  the  times,  if  only  good  cause  for  moving  can  { 
be  shown. 

An  organisation  which  is  democratic  in  strugture  may  not 
be  so  in  function.     But  no  such  charge  can  be  preferred 
against  the  Society's  system.    The  pro- 
Consultation,      cedure   taken     in   the   consultation  of 

panel  chemists  as  to  the  Tariff  proposals  • 
for  1918,  as  summarised  in  the  preceding  article,  is  only  one 
example  out  of  many  that  might  be  cited  in  attestation  of  the 
practice  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  and  the  C/Ouncil  \ 
in  taking  their  constituents  into  confidence,  counsel,  and  col- 
laboration in  ,  all  issues  of  vital  importance  affecting  the 
pharmacy  service  or  in  other  connections.  Any  organisation 
Ls  wor.se  than  worthless  if  its  executive  fails  to  secure  and 
retain  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  the  rank  and  file  of 
its  constituency. 

Organisation  is  inept  or  effete  unless  it  has  driving  power. 
This  must  have  its  origin  and  embodiment  in  combination — 
both  as  a  cause  and  an  effect.  Organisa- 
Combination.      tion  is  evolved  through  and  by  com- 
bination, which  also  carries  into  action 
and  enforces  all  affairs  of  policy.    But,  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  combination  presupposes  a  large  measure  of  collec- 
tivism— that  is,  of  subordination  of  the  individual  or  the 
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minority  to  the  majority.  If  this  is  not  recognised,  and  on 
every  occasion  the  minority,  not  content  with  dissenting  from 
the  decision  of  the  majority,  come  out  in  open  revolt  against 
it,  and  run  an  independent  or  counter  course,  combination 
ceases  to  have  any  virtue  or  use,  and  becomes  a  mere  will-o'- 
the-wisp  to  lure  its  victims  to  perdition. 

Many  readers  of  the  Journal  must  have  rubbed  their  eyes 
in  amazement  and  have  been  filled  with  "  wild  surmise  " 
on  reading  the  terms  of  the  second 
Disintegration.  resolution  passed  by  the  Conference  of 
Representatives  from  District  Meetings 
{P.J.,  September  22,  p.  135).  This  resolution  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Gadd,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bates,  and  supported  by  several 
other  speakers,  including  Messrs.  Melhuish  and  Barnard,' of 
London.  The  keynote  to  the  motive  for  the  resolution  is 
found  in  the  opening  sentence:  "That  this  Conference 
expresses  its  firm  conviction  that  no  other  body  than  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  through  the  Local  Associations 
Executive,  should,  on  behalf  of  pharmacists,  approach  the 
National  Health  Commissioners,  being  of  opinion  that  only  by 
absolutely  united  action  can  better  conditions  be  obtained. 
.  .  ."  It  will  be  admitted  by  all  but  extremists  that  it 
is  most  regrettable  that  the  Conference  should  have  been 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  making  this  express  appeal  for 
unity,  but  the  logic  of  facts  left  them  no  other  alternative. 
It  is  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  an  outside  body, 
which  has  no  authority  or  mandate  to  speak  in  the  name,  or 
on  behalf,  of  the  panel  chemists  of  England  and  Wales,  has 
been  taking  a  post-card  vote  upon  the  question  of  the  pending 
negotiations  with  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  Tariff  terms 
for  1918,  with  a  view  to  the  presentation  to  the  Commissioners 
oif  a  signed  memorial,  chiefly  with  the  object  of 
claiming  what  purports  to  be  a  somewhat  higher  scale 
of  difpcjisirg  fees  than  tha.t  put  forwiard  by  the 
Conference.  While  this  movemenit  is  not  avowedly  or 
neces.sarily  hostile  to  the  Society,  it  inevitably  raises  the 
crucial  issue  whether  the  orgar^isation  set  up  by  pharma- 
cists (for  which  they  have  secured  not  only  recognition  from 
Government  Departments,  but  uctual  statutory  authority) 
is  to  be  undermined  and  brought  to  naught.  Surely  any 
8Ugge.stions  for  amendment  of  Tariff  proposals  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  organisation  specifically  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  if  a  memorial  or  other  method  of  negotiation  is 
considered  necessary  by  any  section  of  pafiel  chemists,  it 
should  be  promoted  by  or  through  the  statutory  and  cognate 
existing  agencies,  and  not  dissociated  from  and  irrespective 
of  these  (vide  Inset,  p.  31).  Any  other  course  is  bound  to 
create  diseersior,  ard,  if  p^nsisted  in,  can  bring  no  gain  to 
its  advocates,  and  ir.ay  inflict  girave  loss  on  the  interests  of 
panel  chemisits. 

The  .small  world  of  pharmacy  is  only,  after  all,  an  integral 
part  of  an  order  of  civilisation  to  the  general  conditions  and 
processes  of   which   all   class  interests 

The  Guarantees    and    movements    are    in    some  degree 
for  Stability   and  assimilated.    Under  the  old  order,  which 
Progress.         is  visibly  passing  away  in  our  time,  in- 
dividualism and  individualistic  systems 
prevailed ;   under  the  new  order,  for  weal  or  woe,  there  is 
no  place  for  individualism,  although  there  should  be  for 
iudividualitv.      The  groujj  system  and  mass  action  are  the 
keystones  of  the  social  structure  of  the  future,  and  the  trade 
or  professional  interest  which  neglects  to  organise  and  energise 
on  these  lines  is  foredoomed  to  frustration  and  extinction. 
There  is  neither  need  nor  room  in  pharmacy  for  standing 
p:)  'i<-.j,  with  the  concomitant  evils  of  the  party  spirit  and 
tactics.    We  ought  to  stand  firm  and  fast  for  prin- 
again.'*  paTtfsan.eJiip  and  the  plagiue  of  faotioin;  for 
m*!a«uje«  and  not  for  men,  save  as  sponsors  and  exponents  of 
them  ;  and  for  accredited  and  attested  stamdards  of  govern- 
ment and  policy  as  against  shibboleths  and  nostrums,  which 
tend  not  to  establish,  but  to  bring  into  discredit  and  defeat 
any  cauee  which  ba«  re«OTt  to  them. 


THE  DECOMPOSITION  OF  QUININE  BISULPHATE.* 

BY  BERNABD  F.   HOWARD,   F.l.C,   AND  OLIVER  CHICK. 

The  tendency  to  utilise  the  more  soluble  salts  of  ciuiiiine  in 
the  place  of  the  sulphate,  both  for  administration  and  also  for 
hypodermic  injection,  was  becoming  vory  marked  before  the 
war.  Sinco  1914,  however,  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
bisulphate,  hydrochloride,  and  bihydrochloride  has  been 
phenomenal,  and  the  time  is  obviously  not  very  far  distant 
when  "  quinine  "  will  cease  to  be  a  synonym  in  pharmacy  for 
the  sulphate,  and  this  will  gradually  fade  into  obscurity  as  one 
of  the  less  useful  salts.  The  authors  of  the  present  note  wish 
to  point  out  a  certain  property,  noticeable  in  the  bisulphate, 
but  not  in  the  sulphate,  hydrochloride,  or  bihydrochloride  which, 
owing  to  the  increase  in  the  popularity  of  the  former,  is  of 
considerable  interest  to  pharmacists  and  medical  practitioneis  at 
the  present  time,  namely  the  ease  with  which  quinine  as  bisul- 
phate is  converted  into  quiiiicine,  an  alkaloid  possessing  a  thera- 
peutic value  undoubtedly  differing  from  that  of  quinine,  end 
according  to  several  authorities,  actually  harmful,  ^ht-  name 
quinotoxin  havTng  been  used  as  a  synonym  for  quinicine.  This 
property  of  quinine  bisulphate  is  no  new  phenomenon.  Pasteur, 
in  1853  (P.J.,  p.  373,  and  '  Compt.  Rend,'  xxxvii.,  p.  162), 
described  the  preparation  of  quinicine  by  Jfbating  quinine 
sulphate  with  water  and  a  little  sulphuric  acid  to  120—130°  C, 
when  the  conversion  of  the  quinine  into  quinicine  was  complete. 
David  Howard  (P. J.,  1872,  p.  765)  proved  that  the  quinicine 
obtained  by  Pasteur  was  identical  with  the  alkaloid  that  can  be 
isolated  from  amorphous  quinaidine.  Hesse  ('  Annalen  der 
Phann.'  ]875,  vol.  178,  p.  244)  by  heating  quinine  bisulphate 
alone  to  135°  C  completely  converted  it  into  quinicine.  Turning 
to  the  Pharmacopoeias,  we  find  either  a  complete  silence  or  a 
considerable  divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  "  dangerous  tem- 
perature "  for  the  salt.  '  Codex  Francais,  1908,'  -nentions  that 
it  melts  at  80°  C.  in  its  water  of  crystallisation,  and  that  if 
exsiccated  it  melts  at  136°,  being  converted  into  quinicine. 
'  U.S.  Pharm.  ix.',  1  (and  the  'Pharm.  Ned.')  gives  no  melting 
point,  a.nid  no  mention  of  deooimposition.  '  Pharm.  Jap.  III.' 
gives  melting  point  of  80°  C,  but  no  mention  of  decomposition. 
■  Bi-it.  Pharm.  Codex,  1907,'  states  thait  the  salt  softens  aA 
60°  C,  is  semi-fluid  at  70°  C,  melts  at  about  160°  C,  with  de- 
composition, being  converted  into  acid  qiunicine  sulphate.  It  is 
curious  to  observe  that  the  P.B.  is  one  of  very  few  official 
Pharmacopoeias  which  fail  to  include  this  highly  important  salt. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  in  all  the  authorities  'ibove  quoted 
the  lowest  temperature  mentioned  at  which  decomposition! 
occurs  is  120°  C.  The  present  authors  consider  (aat  the  v.n- 
certainty  with  regard  to  the  actual  temperature  of  decomposi- 
tion is  highly  unsatisfactory  and  actually  misleading,  as  it 
might  be  presumed  that  no  decomposition  would  take  place  at 
any  temperature  below  those  limits  mentioned  in  the  authorities 
stated  above.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and  it  has  been 
found  that  decomposition  will  occur  at  very  moderate  tempera- 
tures, and  under  conditions  which  might  be  used  (unless  warning 
was  given)  in  the  preparation  of  a  solution  of  the  bisulphate  for 
hypodermic  injection.  The  '  U.S.P.  ix.,'  p.  616,  in  describing 
''  sterilisation,"  recommends  the  heating  of  the  sohition  to 
115  —  120°  C.  The  sterilisation  of  a.  10  per  cent,  solution  of  the 
salt  at  this  temperature  for  thirty  minutes  actually  caused  5  per 
cent,  of  the  alkaloid  to  be  decomposed  into  quinicine.  A  large 
number  of  experiments  have  been  carried  out  with  the  salt  to 
ascertain  i,he  dangerous  temperature  at  which  decompositiori 
would  occur.  In  each  case  the  amount  of  decomposition  wa.s 
ascertained  by  separating  the  unchanged  quinine  •'rom  the  quini- 
cine in  the  following  manner  : 

The  mass,  after  being  stibmitted  to  a  constant  heat  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  was  dissolved,  the  boiling  solution  neutralised  with 
ammonia,  and  the  unchanged  quinine  sulphate  crystallised  out 
on  cooling.  This  was  filtered,  dried  and  weighed.  The  quinine 
remaining  in  the  mother  liquor  was  obtained  as  tartrate  by  the 
addition  of  sodium  potassium  tartrate  to  the  filtrate.  The  small 
amount  of  tartrate  so  obtained  was  weighed ;  the  weight  added 
to  the  quinine  sulphate,  giving  the  total  quinine  sulphate 
remaining  unchanged.  This  value  was  converted  into  bisulphate 
by  the  factor  1244,  and,  by  deduction  from  the  original  weight 
of  bisulphate,  the  percentage  loss  due  to  conversion  into 
quinicine  obtained.  The  quinicine  wag  removed  from  the  tar- 
trate mother  liquor  by  precipitation  into  ether,  and  identified 
by  the  melting  point  (60°  C),  the  specific  rotation  in 
chloroform  (+  44°),  and  the  formation  of  insoluble  thiocyanates 
and    hypochlorites.    The    following    conclusions    have  been 
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■arrived  at : — (1)  The  exsiccation  of  quinine  bisulphate  at  a  safe 
temperature  (e.g.,  35-40°  C),  before  aubmitting  to  higher  tem- 
peratures, raises  the  Jiinit  of  tempierature  at  which  clecxjmposi- 
tion  is  first  noticed.  Whereas  quinine  bisulpluite  C,„H;^NjOj, 
HjSOj,  THjO  decomposed  to  the  extent  of  0'25  per  cent,  at 
60°  C,  the  e.xsiccated  salt  showed  no  decomposition  at  this 

temperatuire.    (2)  The   addition   of  a  .'unall  quantity  of  water 

((.(/.,  lialf  ita  own  weight)  at  any  dangeaous  temperature 
ineriases  the  amount  of  decompojition,  whilst  a  larr/cr  quantity 
of  water  under  similar  conditions  retards  decomposition.  The 

period  of  heating  was  twenty-four  hours  in  all  cases. 

TABLE  A  at  60"  C. 


Weight  of  bisulphate. 

Weight  of  water. 

1   Per  cent,  of  quinine 
!       converted  into 
1  quinicine. 

1           Per  cent. 

nil 

1  0-25 

10  „   

5  grams. 

4 

10  „ 

01 

10  „   

20  ,, 

1  nil 

10  grams. 

10  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 


TABLE  B  AT  90°  C. 
nil 
5  grams. 
10  „ 

20  „ 
30  „ 
Id  „ 
50  „ 
100  „ 


50 
35 
194 
184 
15$ 
13 
10| 
5 


(3)  The  dangerous  limit  of  temperature  at  which  quinine  bisul- 
phate heated  alone,  or  in  very  strong  solution  for  twenty-four 
Jiours,  first  shows  decomposition  was  found  to  be  60°  C.  Above 
this  point  decornposition  increased,  and  at  90°  C.  it  amounted 
to  50  per  cent,  in  twenty-four  hours  and  75  per  cent,  in  forty- 
eight  (hours.  If  the  water  of  crystallisation  is  allowed  to  escape 
(i.e.,  if  the  treatment  is  not  carried  out  in  a  closed  vessel),  the 
amount  of  decomposition  was  reduced  to  17  per  cent,  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  owing  to  the  exsiccation  of  the  salt  and  consequent 
raising  of  the  dangerous  limit  of  temperature.  (4)  It  is  very 
doubtful  if  melting  of  the  hydrated  salt  can  ever  occur  without 
decomposition.  (5)  In  all  cases  where  decomposition  occurred,  a 
bright  yellow  colouration  of  the  "melt,"  giving  a  highly 
coloured,  very  refractxiry  solution  wa«  noticed,  and  this  may 
be  considered  a  certain  indication  of  decomposition. 

We  think  that  we  have  shown  clearly  that  a  danger  exists  in 
heating  strong  solutions  of  quinine  bisulohate  for  any  medicinal 
or  pha^-maceutical  purpose,  .'uch  as  is  directed  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  (solutions  for  hypodermic  injection.  As  this  danger  does 
not  exist  in  the  case  of  the  much  more  soluble  bihydrochloride, 
or  bihydrobromide,  or  the  somewhat  less  soluble  hydrochloride, 
we  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  wise  step  if  one  of  these 
salts  were  invariably  used  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  heat 
the  quinine  salt  for  any  such  purpose  before  administration. 


A  NOTE  ON  THE  PREPARATION  AND  ANALYSIS  OF 
EXTRACTUlVi  CINCHONA  LIQUIDUM  B.P.* 

BY  OLIVER  CHICK. 

A  gootl  deal  of  discussion  on  the  preparation  of  a  liquid 
»  xtract  of  the  cinchona  bark  took  place  during  the  years  1883 
<ind  1884,  and  is  fully  reported  in  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
of  that  time.  Contradictory  statements  were  then  made  as  to 
I  he  amount  of  alkaloid  which  could  Ix^  extracted  from  red 
cinchona  bark  by  macerating  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid. 
For  instance,  Professor  Redwood  stated  that  he  had  extracted 
the  total  alkaloids  by  that  process.  Giles  extracted  up  to  85 
l>€r  cent.  Cownley  and  Braithwaite  both  obtained  about  50  per 
cent.,  while  Dr.  Paul  was  unable  to  obtain  more  than  about 
20  i)er  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloid  in  his  extracts.  It  was  on  the 
strength  of  Professor  Redwood's  statement  that  the  present  B.P. 
method  of  extraction  was  designed,  but  no  subsequent  evidence 
has  been  published  confirming  either  his  or  the  lower  results. 
With  a  view  to  clearing  up  the  point,  the  author  has  carefully 
investigated  the  working  of  a  large  number  of  batches  of 
cinchona  extract,  and  has  never  found  an  extraction  to  yield 
more  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloids  in  the  bark,  the 
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limits  of  yield  varying  from  15  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent.    As  .i 
typical  example,  the  following  extraction  may  be  taken  :  60  lbs 
of  a  bark  yielding  3  00  per  cent,  of  quinine  sulphate  and  3  6 
per  cent,  of  cinchonidme  sulphate  wero  extracted  exactly  accord 
mg  to  the  B.P.  instructions.    This  should  have  yielcfed  about 
bu  pints  of  5  per  cent,  extract  had  the  extraction  been  at  all 
complete  ;  but  only  13  pints  of  an  extract  testing  5'1  per  cent, 
total  alkaloids  were  obtained.    Therefore,  of  the  original  5  per 
cent,  of  alkaloid  in  the  bark  only  1  per  cent,  was  extracted,  the 
remaining  4  per  cent,  being  found  in  the  marc  upon  analysis.  ■ 
The  worst  extraction  obtained  was  with  a  bark  testing  614  per 
cent,  of  crystallisable   alkaloidal    sulphates,  the  residual  bark 
from    which    was    fotind    to    test    5'12    per    cent,  ci-ystal- 
lisable    sulphates,    the    process    having    extracted  therefore 
on'y    about    15    per    cent,    of    the    total    alkaloids.  These 
results   confirm    Paul's   statement.     And   a   point   of  g*reat 
iniportance  in  connection  with  this  bad  extraction  is  that  the 
finished  standardised  extract  in  the  first  instance  contained  five 
times  as  much  glycerin  as  the  authors   of  the  B.P.  process 
intended  that  it  should,  and  in  the  second  in.stance  six  and  a  half 
times.    This  indicates  a  weak  point  in  the  process,  and  it  would 
appear  preferable  to  add  a  definite  amount  of  glycerin  to  the 
extract  when  standardising  it,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  spirit 
is  added.    Several  batches  of  the  same  bark  extracted  with  and 
without  glycerin  gave  practically  identical  amounts  of  alkaloid 
in  the  percolated  liquor,  showing  that  the  glycerin  does  not 
exert  a  solvent  action  on  the  alkaloids  of  the  bark.    Hence  the 
omission  of  the  glycerin  in  the  maceration  and  percolation 
processes  would  have  no  deleterious  effect.    On  evaporating  the 
dilute  extract  a  dark  gummy  body  is  often  thrown  down,  amount- 
ing in  one  extreme  case  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of  bark 
taken.    This  appears  to  consist  of  quinovic  acid  and  cinchona- 
red,  and  carries  down  with  it  a  good  deal  of  alkaloid.  One 
sample  analysed  was  found  to  test  nearly  5  per  cent,  of  quinine 
and  cinchonidine  sulphates,  but  contained  very  little  cinchonine, 
quinidine,  or  amorphous  alkaloid.    As  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
liquid  when  concentrated  is  about  1'200,  it  was  thought  that  this 
gummy  deposit  might  be  due  to  loss  of  hydrochloric  acid  on 
evaporating  the  weak  extract,  with  consequent  reunion  of  the 
natural  acids  of  the  bark  to  form  insoluble  products.    But  this 
does  not  appear  to  be  so,  as  nearly  the  whole  amount  of  the 
hydrochloric  acid  used  can  be  found  in  the  finished  extract.  It 
therefore  seepis  more  probable  that  the  acid  hydrolyses  tlie 
glucosides,  quinovin  and  cinchofcannin,  to  quinovic  acid  and 
cinchona-red,  with  the  consequent  deposition  of  the  latter.  This 
hydrolysis  increases  appairently  with  the  concentration,  and  is 
w  ell  shown  up  by  diluting  a  portion  of  the  liquid  as  the  evapora- 
tion proceeds.    Thus  a  liquid  of  s.g.  1'050  took  twenty-four 
hours  to  show  a  deposit  on  dilution,  1  hour  when  at  s.g.  1070, 
and  threw  a  heavy  deposit  immediately  at  s.g.  I'lOO.  Increase 
of  hydrochloric  acid  in  the  macerating  process  increases  the 
amount  of  the  deposit,  and  gives  difficulty  in  the  percolation, 
while  its  effect  on  the  solution  of  the  alkaloid  does  not  warrant 
the  extra  addition.    For  example,  a  bark  which  yielded  36  per 
cent,  of  its  alkaloids  to  the  B.P.  amount  of  hydrochloric  acid 
yielded  50  per  cent,  on  doubling  the  acid,  an  increase  of  one- 
third  only. 

Passing  now  to  the  standardisation  test,  trouble  had  appa- 
rently been  experienced  by  some  analysts  with  the  method  given 
in  the  1898  Pharmacopoeia;  due  to  the  amount  of  mucilage  some- 
times obtained  in  rendering  the  extract  alkaline  with  caustic 
potash,  and  shaking  out  with  benzolated  amylic  alcohol.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  the  1914  Pharmacopoeia  replaces  the  aqueous 
caustic  by  a  solution  of  caustic  potash  in  90  per  cent,  spirit.  The 
writer  wishes  to  point  out  that  this  introduces  a  serious  in- 
accuracy to  the  result  obtained.  An  extract  which  contains  the 
correct  amount  of  alkaloids  (5  per  cent.)  by  the  1898  test,  will 
only  show  4  6  peir  cent,  of  alkaloid  by  the  1914  test,  an  error 
of  H  per  cent,  reckoned  on  the  alkaloid.  On  looking  into  this 
difference  it  was  found  that  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloid 
(i.e.,  0'2  per  cent,  on  the  extract)  was  contained  in  the  rejected 
caustic  liquor,  and  that  a  further  4  per  cent,  passed  into  the 
water  washes,  being  dissolved  in  the  alcohol  washed  out  of  the 
benzolated  amylic  alcohol,  the  water  washes  increasing  in  bulk 
b\-  40  per  cent.  This  alkaloid  can  be  recovered  by  evaporating 
off  the  spirit,  and  subsequent  extraction  with  benzolated  amylio 
alcohol.  The  amount  lost  in  the  caustic  liquor  may  be  even 
sreater  if  the  separation  is  not  allowed  to  become  complete. 
The  author  therefore  prefers  the  1898  method  owing  to  )t« 
greater  accuracy,  and  the  larger  bulk  of  solvents.  Very  little 
trouble  is  experienced  with  mucilage  formation  if  the  solvenU 
are  used  hot.  and  thorough  shaking  be  given,  the  remedy 
adoptpxl  liy  the  1914  B.P.  seeming  worse  than  the  disease.  The 
author  deeires  to  thank  Messrs.  Howards  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  in 
whose  laboratory  the  above  results  were  obtained,  for  pf-rmission 
to  publish  this  note. 
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SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL. 


Influence  of  Collargol  Injections  on  M'assermann's  Reaction. 

Intravenous  injections  of  colloidal  silver  affect  Wassermann's 
reaction  in  certain  cases,  either  by  re-activation,  or  by  inhibition. 
They  may  even  cause  a  positive  reaction  to  be  obtained  with 
normal  subjects.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  avoid  error 
of  diagnosis,  to  apply  Wassermann's  reaction  only  to  patients 
who  have  not  been  subject  to  recent  medical  treatment  with 
coUargol,  or  possiblv  with  other  therapeutic  agents. — C.  Picado 
[J.  Pharm.  Chim.,  1917,  15,  361). 


Eiochemical  Reaction  to  Differentiate  Pyrocatechol,  Hydro- 
quinone  and  Resorcinol. 

The  reaction  is  based  on  the  property  of  the  enzyme  laccase 
jf  developing  a  blue  colour  with-  certain  phenols  in  presence  of 
ree  hydriodic  acid  and  starch.    The  reaction  occurs  in  two 
ihases.     In  the  first  loss  of  phenolic  hydrogen  occurs  as  the 
esult  of  oxidation.    In  the  second,  much  more  sensitive,  the 
lydriodic  acid  is  reduced,  deprived  of  its  hydrogen,  and  io<3ine 
.<  liberated.    The  reagents  necessary  are: — (1)  1:  50  solution  of 
-  jluble  starch,  containing  3 : 100  of  potassium  iodide ;  (2)  Glycerin 
i  aceration  of  Rxissula  delica  1:1,  or  other  fungus  rioh  in 
.accase.    A  little  of  this  is  filtered  through  cotton  wool  when 
required.     On  adding  2  drops  of  this  to  2  C.c.  of  a  1 : 1,000 
solution  of  pyrocatechol,  then  5  drops  of  the  starch  solution, 
followed  by  1  to  5  drops  of  a  6 :  100  solution  of  acetic  acid  an 
intense  blue  colour  is  gradually  produced.    On  repeating  ;lie  test 
« itih  a  similar  solution  of  hydroquinone  no  reaction  occurs.  But, 
on  substituting  a  49:  100  solution  of  sulphuric  acid  for  the 
acetic  acid,  a  blue  colour  will  gradually  appear.    With  resorcinol, 
iiider  similar  conditions,  a  negative  reaction  is  obtained  with 
;ther  acid     The  reaction,  therefore,  serves  easily  to  distinguish 
nese  three  isomeric  diphenols. — J.  Wolff   (Annales  de  Chim. 
Analyt.,  1917,  22,  105).  e 


Sodium  Perchiorate  as  a  Micro-reagent. 

In  1913  it  was  shown  that  sodium  perchiorate  affords  a 
characteristic  micro-crystalline  precipitate  with  cocaipe.  Subse- 
quently, it  was  found  that  the  well-known  reaction  between 
sodium  perchiorate  and  potassium  salts  was  applicable  to  the 
micro-detection  of  the  latter  alkaU.  If  a  drop  of  a  4  or  5  per 
cent,  solution  of  any  soluble  salt  of  potassium  is  treated  with  a 
drop  of  a  1 :  20  aqueous  solution  of  sodiimi  perchiorate,  ?md  the 
mixture  is  examined  under  a  low  power,  as  soon  as  diffusion 
is  complete,  very  numerous  characteristic  bipyramidal  crystals, 
frequently  truncated-,  somewhat  resembling  the  crystals  of  mag- 
nesium ammoiiio-phosphate  found  in  urine,  will  appear  in  the 
field.  Under  like  conditions,  rubidium  and  caesium  afford 
typical  micro-crystalline  precipitates.  Lithium,  ammonium,  and 
thallium  give  no  such  reaction.  Besides  cocaine,  the  soluble 
•alts  of  tropococaine,  berberine,  narceine,  cotarnine,  and  papa- 
verine all  give  distinctive  crystals  with  sodium  perchiorate.  A 
concentration  of  1 :  20,  or  even  1 :  10,  may  be  necessary  for  their 
rapid  formation.  Sometimes,  as  with  papaverine,  the  precipitate 
at  first  has  an  emulsion-like  aspect ;  but  on  re-solution,  by  'varm- 
mg,  followed  by  friction,  a  turbidity  is  obtained  which  sirjedily 
affords  tufts  of  crystals.  Morphine,  in  1:  100  solution,  or  st  on^^sr, 
at  once  forms  spontaneous  groups  of  long  needles  radiating 
from  a  common  centre.  The  perchlorates  of  its  alkyl  derivatives, 
and  <?specially  codeine,  give  perchlorates  which  are  much  more 
soluble.  Brucine,  and  especially  strychnine,  give  characteristic 
naicro-crystaUine  perchlorates  with  great  facility.  A  1 :100  solu- 
tion of  brucine  salts,  or  the  alkaloid  in  free  acetic  acid  when 
treated  with  sodium  perchiorate  on  a  sUde,  gives  crystals  spon- 
tanr  oiisly ;  and  when  rubbed  with  a  fine  stirrer  until  turbidity 
appears,  a  characteristic  micro-crystalline  reaction  may  be  easily 
obtained  with  a  dilution  of  1 :  500.  These  crystals  belong  to  the 
rhombic  system,  and  may  be  hexagonal,  lozenge-shaped,  or 
octahodra.  with  rhombic  bases.  Strychnine  gives  crystals  spon- 
taneously with  a  dilution  of  1 :  200,  and  on  rubbing  with  a  1 :  1000 
solution.  It.  this  case  the  rnicro-cry.stals  are  long,  prismatic 
needles,  often  in  stellate  or  fasciculated  groups.  They  may  be 
obtained  with  a  few  thousandths  of  a  milligramme  of  alkaloidal 
■alt  by  the  aid  of  friction.  The  reaction,  therefore,  becomes  of 
^reat  value  in  confirming  the  presence  of  these  two  alkaloids 
inr  toxicolopical  work,  as  specially  for  the  presence  of  strychnine. 
Narcotine  and  veratrine.  in  presence  of  acetic  acid,  give  amor- 
phous precipitate"!  with  tne  reagent.  They  have  the  aspect  of  an 
€mul?ion  of  spheroidal  corpuscles.  With  veratrine,  the  granular 
formation  is  very  distinct  in  a  dilution  of  1 :  200.  Drawings  are 
given  of  the  typical  micro-crystals  of  the  perchlorates  of  strych- 
aiine  and  of  brucine. — G.  Denigfes  I  Annales  Chim.  anahit..  1917. 
22,  103).  ■'  ' 


Crystalline  Beta-monoglucoside  of  Glycerol. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Societe  Je  Pharmacie  de  Paris,  held 
on  May  2  last,  M.  Bourquelot  announced  that  yet  another  ot 
the  synthetic  gluoosides  prepared,  in  collaboration  with  H.  Bride) 
and  A.  Aubry,  by  his  biochemical  method  of  synthesis,  hari 
been  obtained  in  a  crystalline  state.  The  /?-monoglucoside  of 
glycerol,  amorphous  when  first  obtained,  was  set  aside.  After 
the  manner  of  these  compounds,  it  slowly  formed  crystals  during 
the  winter.  This  is  the  first  recorded  instance  of  the  evolution 
of  a  glycerol  glucoside  in  the  crystalline  state.— Pharm. 
Chim.,  1917,  15,  359). 


Poisonous  Fishes. 

The  smooth  puffer,  Lugoccphalus  levigatus,  is  considered  by 
fishermen  to  be  the  most  poisonous  fish  of  Brazilian  seas.  It 
frequents  the  South-AVest  Atlantic,  and  is  also  met  with  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  elsewhere.  Poisonous  ifish  occur  in  the 
family  Spheroides  (a  sub-family  of  the  Globe  fishes).  The  hlood, 
kidneys,  and  spleen  of  Spheroides  testudinens  are  not  poisonous, 
but  the  other  organs,  the  muscles  and  the  skin,  are  higiily  toxic. 
F'-om  0  05  to  O  T.  mil  of  an  extract  representing  0  01  or  0-02  Gm. 
of  the  liver  killed  guinea-pigs  in  a  few  minutes.  The  poison  has  a 
paralysing  action  on  the  nervous  system.— 0.  0.  R.  da  Fonseca 
{Brazil  Medico;   J.  Amer.  Med.  Assoc.,  1917,  68,  1589) 


Pure  Bismuth. 

The  determination  of  minute  traces  of  impurity  in 
bismuth  is  difficult,  since  the  basic  salts  form  amorphous 
precipitates  which  obstinately  retain  other  metals,  as  also  do 
the  sulphide  and  oxide.  The  electrolytic  method  of  separa-' 
tion  also  fails.  The  best  means  of  obtaining  the  pure 
metal  is  by  crystallising  the  normal  nitrate  from  strong  nitric 
acid.  Fairly  pure  bismuth  nitrate  is  dissolved  in  half  its  weight 
of  8  per  cent,  nitric  acid,  and  the  solution  mixed  with  an  equal 
weight  of  the  strong  acid.  The  crystals  which  separate  at 
0°  to  lOp  C.  are  washed  with  ice-cold  nitric  acid.  The  pure 
nitrate  is  converted  into  oxide  by  heating,  and  this  is  reduced  by 
fusion  with  potassium  cyanide.  Further  purification  is  effected 
by  melting  the  metal  under  paraffin,  and  removing,  by  means 
of  a  glass  spoon,  ttie  first,  and  purest,  crystals  formed.  Purified 
bismuth  melts  at  271°  C,  and  when  pressed  into  wire  the  melting 
point  is  lowered  to  195°  C,  and  its  specified  electrical  resistance 
is  then  1'20.  Various  samples  of  bismuth  sold  as  pure  were 
found  to  contain  from  0'03  to  0'25  per  cent,  of  impurities.  The 
method  for  testing  for  impurities  is  detailed. — F.  Mylius  and 
E.  Groschuff  (Zeif.  Anosq.  Chem.,  1916,  96,  237,  through  J.  Chem. 
Soc,  1917,  112,  [3],  37). 


Determination  of  Potassium  and  Sodium  Sulphates  by  Means 
of  Piatinic  Chloride. 

The  method  proposed  is  a  simplified  modification  of  that  of 
Tinkeuer.  The  alkali  sulphates,  in  acid  solution,  are  converted 
directly  into  chloroplatinates  without  eliminating  the  sulphuric 
radicle.  The  jKitassium  platinodhloride  is  then  separated  from 
the  sodium  comipound  by  means  of  alcohol,  and  decomposed  by 
calcination.  A  weighed  amount  of  the  mixed  sulphates  dissolved 
in  water  is  treated  with  a  calculated  quantity  of  piatinic  chloride 
solution,  as'yuming  the  whole  of  the  alkali  present  as  being 
sodium  sulphate,  and  allowing  50  per  cent,  of  the  reagent  in 
excess  of  this.  A  few  drops  of  hydrochloric  acid  are  added,  and 
the  mixture  is  evaporated  to  dryness  to  eliminate  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  free  acid.  The  residue  is  taken  up  in  alcohol 
85  per  oent.^  to  which  a  drop  of  ether  has  been  added.  Sodium 
t>latinochlonde  is  dissolved,  leaving  the  potassium  compoimd 
insoluble.  This  residue  is  washed  several  times  with  alcohol  85 
per  cent,  before  being  transferred  to  the  filter.  This  is  not  done 
until  the  washings  are  colourless.  It  is  then  calcined,  gently  at 
first,  then  at  a  red  heat  until  white  fumes  of  potassium  dhloride 
are  no  longer  given  off.  The  residue,  after  cooling,  is  then 
washed  with  water  until  the  washings  give  no  reaction  for 
sulphates  or  chlorides.  The  washed  platinimi  is  then  treated  in 
the  crucible  with  a  few  drops  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  The 
crucible  and  its  contents  are  placed  an  a  beaker  containing  water, 
and  heated  on  the  water-bath  for  fifteen  minutes.  This  water 
is  rejected,  and  the  washing  is  repeated  until  the  platinum  is 
i)ure.  and  the  washings  cease  to  react  with  silver  nitrate.  The 
crucible  and  contents  are  then  dried,  heated,  cooled,  and  weighed 
a?  platinum.  From  the  weight  thus  obtained  the  ajnount  of 
potassium  is  calculated.  The  sodium  present  is  determined  by 
difference.  The  results  are  fairly  accurate,  and  the  method  is 
'Ti'vinlly  applicable  to  the  determination  of  tlie  two  alkalies  in 
silicates. — Mile.  Bronislava  Turkus  (Annales  de  Chim.  Analyi. 
1917,  22,  101). 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IRELAND. 

MEETING    OF   THE  COUNCIL. 

The  stated  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  was  hold  at  67,  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  on  September  11,  Mr.  J.ames  Tate,  President  of  the 
Society,  in  the  chair. 

Votes  of  Sympathy. 

The  President  said  that  since  their  last  meeting  they  had 
lost,  through  death  and  through  the  vicissitudes  of  war,  members 
who  had  been  more  or  less  intimately  associated  with  the 
Society.  He  would  first  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  James  E.  Brunker, 
M.A.,  who  had  Ihold  the  position  of  President  of  the  Society 
during  a  term  of  five  years,  an  exceptional  record  for  one  man. 
He  then  referred  to  the  death  in  action  of  Mr.  James  Harper, 
Ph.C,  R.E.  i(late  of  Dublin),  and  also  of  Mr.  Stephen  Reilly, 
R.I.  Lancers,  the  hall  porter  to  the  Society.  The  Peesident 
suggested  that,  oonsidoring  that  many  men  connected  with  their 
craft  had  fallen,  a  roll  of  honour  should  be  placed  in  the  Society's 
rooms.  He  made  this  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.  He  asked  the  Council  to  pass  a  vote  of  condolence 
with  the  relatives  of  those  he  had  mentioned.  The  vote  of  con- 
dolence was  passed  in  silence,  the  members  standing. 

Sale  of  Carbolic  Preparations. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall)  submitted  a  letter  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Dublin  Castle,  transmitting  copies  of 
Orders  made  on  June  29,  1917,  under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908,  confirming  Provisional  Orders  previously  made  adding 
carbolic  acid  preparations  to  the  list,  of  poisonous  substances  to 
be  used  dn  agriculture  or  horticulture  for  the  sale  of  which 
licences  may  be  granted  by  Local  Authorities. — ^Some  discussion 
followed,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  pointed  out 
that  the  efi'ect  of  the  new  Orders  would  be  that  preparations  of 
carbolic  acid  need  in  futiue  only  be  labelled  "poisonous,"  a- 
desaription  which  he,  as  a  chemist,  had  always  taken  to  signify 
something  less  dangerous  than  poison. — ^THe  President  sug- 
gested that  they  should  make  representations  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  be  consulted  before  changes  of  this  kind 
were  rashly  made. — Dr.  Barnes  said  Mr.  Wells  had  raised  a 
very  important  point  concerning  the  use  of  the  two  words 
"poisonous"  and  "poison."  To  his  mind  the  labelling  of  an 
article  "poisonous"  did  not,  hy  any  means,  mean  that  it  was 
a  deadly  poison. — Mr.  Wells  said  that  when  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1908  was  before  the  House  of  Commons  they 
had  tried  to  have  Ireland  kept  out  of  it,  but  without  success. 

Scrutineers  and  Auditor. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Barnes,  Mr.  Bowden  and  Mr.  Hanna  were  appointed 
scrutineers  of  the  ballot.  Mr.  Haniia  was  also  appointed  a 
temporary  honorary  auditor  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Walsh. 

Election  as  Members. 

Mr.  Philip  Brady,  Ph.C,  Oldcastle.  Co.  Meath ;  Mr.  H.  P. 
Crossin,  Ph.C,  8,  Bridge  End,  Belfast;  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Orr,  Ph.C, 
Aughnacloy,  Co.  Tyrone,  were  elected  members. 

Election  as  an  Advocate  Druggist. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Moran,  R.D.,  CHfden,  Co.  Galway,  was  elected 
as  an  Associate  Druggist. 

Changes  of  Address. 

Communications  were  submitted  from  the  following  notifying 
changes  of  address: — Mr.  M.  Farrell,  Ph.C.  to  Tramore,  Co. 
Waterford;  Mr  James  Maguire,  Ph.C,  Elgin  House,  Balls 
Bridge,  Dublin;  Mr.  L.  H.  Parkes,  Ph.C,  to  c/o  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Conyngham,  and  Robinson,  Ltd.,  31  and  32,  Upper  Baggot 
Street,  Dublin;  Mr.  John  J.  Roche,  Ph.C,  to  c/o  Montgomery 
and  Co.,  Dame  Street,  Dublin;  Mr.  James  O'Sullivan,  Ph.C, 
to  Main  Street,  Fethard,  Co.  Tipperary ;  Mr.  J.  Arnold,  R.D., 
to  c/o  F.  T.  Smith,  J.P.,  The  Medical  Hall,  Antriju,  Co.  Antrim: 
Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  R.D.,  to  5,  St.  Jude's  Avenue,  Belfast;  Mr. 
Wm.  H.  Ringland,  R.D.,  to  56,  Castleton  Gardens,  Antrim 
Road,  Belfast ;  Mr.  J.  Long,  R.D.,  to  2.  Castlereagh  Road, 
Belfast;  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Parker,  R.D.,  to  Michael  Street,  Water- 
ford. 

Sealing  of  Pharmaceutical  Licences. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Licences  of  the  following  were  sealed  : — 
M.'J.  Cogan,  M.  Farrell,  C  Gibson,  P.  J.  Mangan.  J.  J. 
Pollock,  J.  J.  Roche,  H.  T.  Smyth,  W.  R.  Stinson,  F.  Strahan, 
W.  C.  Tate,  F.  T.  Timoney,  P.  J.  Walsh,  and  W.  F.  Whalcy. 

Reports  from  Committees. 

Reports  from  the  Law  Committee  and  from  the  House  Com- 
anittee  were  received  and  adopted. 


The  Agenda  Paper. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Barnes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bowden,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved:  "  Tliat  the  order  of  the  items  on 
the  Agenda  pafwr  be  altered  to  admit  of  the  Committee  Reports 
being  dealt  with  earlier  in  the  proceedings." 

Question  Time. 

Dr.  Barnes,  in  proposing  "  That  '  Question  Time  '  be  insti- 
tuted in  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,"  said  that,  in  making 
this  proposal,  he  was  ancrely  copying  an  idea  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  he  thought  worked  with  a  good 
deal  of  success. — ^Mr.  Hanna  seconded  the  motion,  and  suggested 
that  the  question  time  should  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. — The 
President  said  he  really  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
proposed  change.  Their  time  was  fully  occupied  under  the 
present  system,  and  he  did  not  think  that  anything  would  be 
really  gained  by  making  question  time  a  feature  of  their  agenda. 
—Mr.  Wells  veas  also  oppwsed  to  the  proposition. — Mr.  HAiior 
suggested  that,  as  that  was  the  last  meeting  'before  the  election 
of  the  new  Council,  Dr.  Barnes  should  withdraw  his  rnotion  for 
the  present.— Dr.  Barnes  agreed  to  adopt  this  suggestion.  This 
concluded  the  public  business. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


BOLTON.— A  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  September  13.— Mr.  Gilbert  Brown,  Pre- 
sident, and  several  members  attended.— The  mmutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  passed  unanimously,  inquiry 
toeing  made  respecting  one  or  two  matters,  which  could  not 
be  answered  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Secretary.  Particulars 
regarding  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  chemists  to  obtain  supplies 
of  sugar,  as  manufacturers,  were  supplied.  Information  as  to  ^ 
the  steps  which  were  being  taken  by  the  Bolton  Combme<l 
Traders'  Association  and  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade  to 
secure  the  continuance  of  the  present  shop  hours,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, made  permanent,  were  given  by  Mr.  Herbert  Knott. 
The  conditions  as  to  the  supply  of  small  quantities  of  S.V.R. 
and  absolute  alcohol  were  discussed,  also  the  sale  of  certam 
salves,  etc.  Other  matters.  Parliamentary  representation,  etc., 
requiring  fuller  discussion,  were  left  over  for  the  annual 
meeting,  to  be  held  in  October. 

LEICESTER.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Leicester  and 
Leicestershire  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  Leicester 
on  September  12.  The  report  upon  the  membership  showed 
that  all  the  chemists  in  business  in  town  and  county  were 
members.  A  brief  rtsume  of  the  work  of  the  year  was  given. 
One  meeting  had  been  devoted  to  Early  Closing.  Mr.  A.  E. 
Young  gave  a  delightful  lecture  on  "Pharmacy  in  the  Time 
of  the  Ancients."  A  useful  di.scussion  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
E.  B.  Ward  on  infringements  of  thi  Pharmacy  Acts  and  other 
regulations  aflfecting  pharmacy.  Doctors  Millard  and  Col.  Bond 
addressed  the  members  on  certain  social  problems,  and  enlisted 
the  co-operation  of  pharmacists  in  their  work,  and  as  a  result 
the  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  W.  T.  Hind,  had  been 
elected  on  the  Local  Committee  of  the  National  Council  for 
Combating  Venereal  Diseases.  The  Association  contract  with 
the  County  Council  for  sanatorium  prescriptions  had  realised 
the  sum  of  £208  Us.  The  efiFort  of  the  Association  in  "  Ye 
Olde  Englishe  Faire"  had  raised  the  magnificent  sum  of 
£307  7s.  lOd.  for  the  "  Mayor's  Fund  for  Disabled  Soldiers  and 
Sailors."  The  officers  were  re-elected,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  Croft.s  (Hinckley)  and  Mr.  Brownlow  (Melton  Mowbray) 
on  the  Council. 


WEST  HAM.— .A  meeting  of  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and 
Metropolitan  Essex  District  Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held 
on  September  20  at  Earlham  Hall.  Mr.  J.  Walter  Gwinn,  Pre- 
sident, in  the  chair.  The  minutes  having  been  read  and  passed, 
discussion  took  place  on  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  posi- 
tion of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  and  the  attitude  of  the  Council 
with  regard  to  an  advertisement  issued  by  the  West  Ham  Board 
of  Guardians.  The  Secretary  was  asked  to  communicate  with 
the  Secretarv  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  urge  hini  to 
take  up  the  latter  matter  with  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Guardians  had  not  acknowledged  Mr. 
Woolcock's  letter.  The  appeal  for  subscriptions  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Parliamentary  Fund  was  considered,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  appeal  for  'subscriptions  from  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion should  remain  in  abevance  until  its  Secretary  received  de- 
tails of  the  scheme  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Fund.  "  J^aa 
agreed  to  have  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  at  the  Pro- 
gressive Pharmacists'  Club,  Arundel  Hotel,  on  October  18,  1917. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON.— At  the  last  meeting  of  tlo 
Wolverhampton  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowdler,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Fund  was  brought  forward  and  several  sub- 
scriptions promised. — The  Secretabt  reported  tliat  as  soon  as 
ihe  necessary  forms  -were  to  hand  (the  Secretary  of  the  Food 
Committee  had  promised  to  forward  them),  he  would  send 
them  round  to  the  chemists  in  the  town).— Various  matters 
were  discussed,  and  before  the  meeting  closed  the  Secretary 
congratulated  Mr.  Phillips  on  his  eldest  son's  marriage  anl 
expressed  the  members'  wiehea  for  his  future  happiness. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL. 


Acetic  Acid. — The  Minister  of  Munitions  has  issued  an  Order 
applying  Regulation  30a  of  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regula- 
tions to  glacial  acetic  acid  and  acetic  acid  of  a  purity  of  60 
per  cent,  and  over.  Applications  and  inquiries  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Director,  Chemical  Section,  Trench  Warfare 
Supply  Department,  King  Charles  Street,  Westminster, 
S  W.  1 

T.N.T.  Powder  as  a  Hair  Dye. — In  a  recent  police-court  case 
there  was  disclosed  the  practice  amongst  munition  workers  of 
usin^  T.N.T.  powder  to  tint  the  hair  a  light  brown  oi-  auburn. 
The  particular  powder  mentioned  was  tetiyl,  a  variety  of 
T.N.T.  In  this  connection  an  official  of  the  Explosives  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  has  uttered  a  warnimg. 
Such  a  practice,  he  states,  would  be  extremely  dangerous.  Ihe 
skin  itself  is  a  great  absorber  of  the  ix>ison,  and  those  con- 
tinually "doping"  the  scalp  and  roois  of  the  hair  with  T.N.T. 
would  lay  themselves  open  to  toxic  jaundice  and  dermatitis. 

Medical  and  Sanatorium  Benefit  for  Invalided  Seamen, 
Marines,  and  Soldiers. — Under  the  powei-s  given  them  by  the 
National  Insurance  Amendment  Act,  1917,  Regulations  have 
been  made  by  the  Commissioners  extending  medical  and  sana- 
torium benefits  to  all  invalided  uninsured  sailors  and  soldiers 
whose  income  from  all  sources  does  not  exceed  £160  a  year. 
Elach  invalided  man  will  hencefort.h  receive  from  the  Ministry 
<A  Pensions  on  or  before  liis  discharge  a  special  form  (Form 
I.S.I.)  by  means  of  which,  provided  that  in  uninsured  cases 
the  man's  income  is  not  more  than  £160  a  year,  he  will  he 
able  to  obtain  treatment  forthwith.  Doctors  attending  invalided 
men  under  special  arrangements  will  be  remunerated  on  a 
basis  of  payment  per  attendance  instead  of  on  the  cavitation 
ba-iis. 

"  Awkward  Prescriptions." — This  is  the  title  of  a  judiciou.sly 
written  and  effective  article  in  the  Lancet  of  September  22,  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Bromley,  pharmacist,  whose  contributions  have  fre- 
quently enlivened  and  enriched  the  columns  of  the  .Journal. 
Mr.  Bromley  defines  incompatibility  "  as  a  decomposition  in 
which  the  chemical  or  physical  properties  of  the  result  are 
different  from  the  intention  declared,"  and  gives  a  number 
of  illustrative  instances,  both  of  the  class  in  whir-h  the  dis- 
penser himself  can  legitimately  overcome  the  diflSculty,  and  of 
the  more  embarrassing  and  'occa.%ionally  vexatious  class  in 
which  it  is  necessary  to  communicate  with  the  prescriber, 
primarily  to  the  inconvenience,  but  ultimately  to  the  advan- 
tage, of  all  concerned.  Doubtless,  in  writing  for  a  medical 
journal,  Mr.  Bromley  has  been  obliged  to  handle  the  subject 
circumspectly,  but  one  does  not  need  to  read  between  the  lines 
of  his  paper  to  discover  in  its  friendly  criticism  of  the  defects 
in  much  medicfJ.  prescribing  a  forcible  demonstration  of  the 
backwardness  "f  not  unteacriableness,  of  a  certain  and  ail  loo 
numerous  section  of  the  medical  profession,  in  which  the  spirit 
of  Bourbonism  ir  hard  to  kill. 

Glass  and  Glassware. — Under  a  Ministry  of  Munitions  (Irder 
of  September  19,  as  fror.i  that  date  no  porwn  shall  manufacture, 
and  no  manufacturer  shall  supply  or  deliver,  any  chemical  and 
mr-flical  glass  (excluding  bottles),  or  sell  or  deal  in  any  chemical 
and  medical  glafls  .  .  situated  or  to  be  manufactured  cct 
side  the  United  Kingdom,  save  under  certain  conditio.!.)  of 
certification  or  licence  by  the  Mini-stry  of  Munitions.  For  the 
purpf/aes  of  the  Order  the  expression  "  glass  and  glassware " 
includes  all  kinds  of  glass  and  glassware  made  at  the  furnace, 
in  the  blow-pipe  flame,  or  by  any  other  -process,  or  any  of  them  ; 
and  the  expression  "chemical  and  medical  glass"  includes 
resistance,  chemical  and  bacteriological  glassware,  carboys, 
thermometers,  miners'  safety  lamp  glasses,  X  Ray  tubes  and 
valve?,  and  glass  for  X  Ray  apparatus,  artificial  glass  eyes, 
hospital  glassware,  and  glasn  vessels  (graduated  or  otherwise) 
manufactured  for  the  purpose  of  containing  reagents,  drugs, 
medicines,  pharmaoentical  or  biological  tilbstances  or  prepara- 


tions, of  any  of  them.  All  applications  in  reference  to  the 
above  Order  should  bo  mude  to  the  Director  of  Glassware 
Supply,  Ministry  of  Munitions  of  War,  117,  Piccadilly,  London, 
W.  1. 

The  Operations  of  the  Suf^ar  Commission. — According  to 
the  White  Paper  published  on  Septerribcr  20,  it  was  not  until 
the  early  part  of  1916  iJiat  reduction  in  the  supplies  of  sugar 
became  appreciable.  The  subsequent  scarcity,  if  not  entirely 
due  to  unequal  distribution,  was  materially  influenced  by  it. 
To  provide  an  allowance  of  |  lb.  of  sugar  per  person  per  week 
for  the  whole  civil  population  of  the  United  Kingdom  would 
not  require  more  than  a  weekly  issue  of  14,000  tons,  whoreas 
the  weekly  issues  by  the  Commission  through  the  period  of 
greatest  restriction  have  never  averaged  less  than  24,000  tons 
per  week,  thus  leaving  an  ample  piargin  for  the  supply  of  the 
naval  and  military  forces  and  for  manufacturing  purposes. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  problem  to  be  dealt  with  is 
one  of  distribution  rather  than  of  quantity.  During  the  greater 
portion  of  the  period  of  the  Commission's  operations  it  is  the  case 
that,  exclusive  of  duty,  the  selling  price  of  sugar  in  this 
country  has  been  kept  bt>iOW  that  of  sugar  in  New  York,  not- 
withstanfhng  the  added  cost  of  freight.  The  financial  policy 
of  the  Commission  has  been  to  aim  at  so  conducting  its  business 
that  at  the  end  of  its  labours  it  shall  be  found  to  have  been 
carried  out  free  of  cost  to  the  Exchequer  while  not  imposing 
on  the  public  any  greater  charges  than  might  suffice  to  cover 
expenditure. 

Utilisation  of  Straw  in  Papermakin^. — In  a  memorandum 
on  this  subject,  prepared  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  consulting 
chemist  to  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland, 
ho  states  that  if,  as  is  desired,  an  additional  350,000  acres  are 
brought  under  cultivation  for  grain  in  1918,  this  would  produce 
over  20,000  tons  of  straw.  vStraw  pulp  may  Ve  looked  upon  as 
a  substitute  for  esparto,  but  is  not  likelv  ever  to  supersede  it. 
The  best  quality  can  be  freely  used  in  the  hardening  of  ordinary 
writing  paper.  Both  wheat  and  oat  straw  have  been  tested  in 
two  Scottish  mills  with  faJrly  slatisfactory  results.  Oat  straw  is  nob 
quite  so  nodulated  as  wheat  etraw,  and  is  therefore  easier  to 
handle.  While  a  certain  amount  of  straw  for  paper-making 
would  be  utilised,  strawboard  manufacture  is,  in  Dr.  Tocher's 
judgment,  the  practical  outlet  for  the  expected  surplus,  and 
should  ■  receive  the  immediate  attention  of  the  authorities. 
Among  other  uses  suggested  for  straw  which  cannot  be  em- 
ployed for  ordinary  feeding  purposes,  or  for  the  surplus  after  the 
requirements  of  agriculturists,  paper-makers,  and  strawboard 
makers  have  been  fully  met,  are  (1)  the  making  of  a  more 
digestible  straw  by  means  of  soda  solution,  and  (2)  treatment  of 
straw  as  an  agent  to  promote  the  growth  of  nitrogen-fixing 
organisms  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  from  the  atmosphere 
to  the  soil  an  appreciabl3  proportion  of  the  valuable  fertiliser 
constituent,  nitrogen,  in  a  form  available  for  plant  growth. 

A  Project  for  a  Ministry  of  Health. — A  plan  is  now  given 
to  the  world  for  the  proposed  Ministry  of  Health,  which  has 
been  devised  by  a  Joint  Committee  representing  Approved 
Societies,  the  National  Association  of  Insurance  Committees 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Faculty  of  Insurance.  The 
principal  proposal  is  that  from  the  beginning  the  new  Ministry 
should  consist  of  a  combination  of  the  Public  Health  functions 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  functions  (both  as  to 
medical  and  financial  affairs)  of  the  Insurance  Commis.sioner3 
for  England  and  Wales,  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
interests  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Midwifery  adminis- 
trative control  of  the  Privy  Council  Office,  and  the  undertaking 
for  the  care  of  the  blind.  Later,  but  as  early  as  practicable, 
it  is  urged  that  there  should  be  included  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion or>ei"itions  in  connection  with  creches,  the  Regietraj- 
General's  Department  {e.fj.,  vital  statistics),  the  Home  Office 
soction.s  as  to  inspection  oT  factories  and  the  appointment  of 
certifying  surgeons  under  the  Factory  Acts,  and  the  care  of 
the  insane  and  mentally  defective,  and  the  supervision  of  the 
treatment  of  the  discharged  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors  under 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  As,  according  to  this  plan,  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  are  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Minister,  provision  is  made  for  two  reserva- 
tions to  safeguard  the  position  of  the  Commissioners.  This 
is  to  take  the  form  of  clauses  in  the  Bill  establishing  the 
Ministry  to  the  following  effect; — (1)  The  Minister  shall  con- 
stantly have  advice  and  guidance  from  a  specially  constituted 
bo<iy  comprising  persons  having  practical  experience  of 
Insurance  work,  and  (2)  the  judicial  and  quasi-judicial  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Commissioners  shall  not  be  transferred  to 
the  Minister,  but  vested  in  and  exercised  by  a  special  body, 
whose  decisions  shall  bo  final,  and  not  subject  to  review  by 
the  Minister,  or  (except  as  under  Section  66  of  the  Act  of  1911) 
by  any  court  of  law. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursday,  Septkmbee  27,  1917. 
The  drug  niBTket  continues  fairly  aotdve,  but  the  bulk  oi 
the  buying  is  for  other  ttian  the  ordinary  trade  requirements, 
i'rice  changes  have  been  fairly  numerous  during  the  week, 
iind  while  tJie  general  tendency  of  price  is  still  in  an  upward 
(liireotion,  and  is  likely  to  continue  so,  several  of  the  syntheitic 
liTOdiUidts  aore  eaisier  at  the  miomemt  owing  to  one  Ctause  oaf 
anortlier.  Si»pplies  of  Oraam  of  Tautar  on  the  spot  are  still 
\-6ry  short,  and  the  demand  is  good.  A  ship  which  left  New 
York  on  June  11,  and  had  to  put  back  to  port  owing  to  a 
collision,  has  now  airrdved  at  Liverpool  and  contains  a  good 
cairgo  of  di'ugs  and  cihemioals.  Following  on  the  advance  in 
th«  price  of  Japaneise  monopoly  Cam.phor  the  miarkeit  all 
roiuxd  is  very  firm  ;  the  increased  fimmess  im  Japanese  refined 
Oamiphor  is  also  due  in  part  to  a  fire  which  recently  occurred 
ait  one  of  the  refineries. 


Higher. — Sodium  Bioarbojiate,  Oreani  of  Tartar,  Spanish 
Ergot  of  Rye,  Oil  of  Oloaies,  C'oiumamn,  Podophyllin,  Foenu- 
UTeek  Seed,  Amea-ican  Peppermint  Gil,  Aniseed  Oil,  Cassia 
•  Oil,  Pota«.5iiaiin  CJarbonate,  Nuitmegs,  Mace,  Tuirpentine. 

Firmer. — Tannic  Aoid,  Soda  Ash,  Turmeric,  Bichromiates, 
Prussiate  of  Potash,  Caustic  Soda. 
Easier. — ^Salicylic  Aoid,  Sodium  Salicylate,  Aceitylsaliicylic 
^  Aoid,  Hydroqiuinone,  Beta- Napht hoi,  Methyl  Si/licylate,  S'alol. 


.4cetyl8alicylic  Acid. — ^The  price  tendency  is  distinctly 
easier,  and  there  are  offers  at  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

.\rrowroot. — Quiet  at  about  6d.  per  lb.  for  St.  Vincent. 

Beta  NaphthoI. — Easier  at  5s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Bichromates. — ^Scaa'ce  with  an  upwaxd  tendency. 

Bteaclilng  Powder. — Quieter  but  firm  at  about  £23  for 
ca.ske,  nominal. 

Borax. — 37s.  per  owt.  .for  crystals  and  38s.  for  powder. 

Boric  Acid. — 62s.  per  owit.  for  ci-j'stals  and  64s.  for  powder. 

Bromides. — Makers'  prices  are  unchanged  at  6s.  3d.  to 
6s  9d.  per  lb.  for  the  Potas.sdavm  Salt,  3s.  4d.  for  Ammonium 
Bromide,  and  2s.  6d.  for  the  Sodium  Salt.  From  second 
•haxiA  there  are  offers  at  sliglitly  below  these,  figures.  > 

Camphor. — Very  firm  at  the  recent  advance  to  3s.  8d.  per 
lb.  for  English  bells,  3s.  7d.  for  flowers  and  5s.  lid.  to  4s. 
for  ouiiice  ta.blets.  Japanese  exude  is  10s.  per  cwt.  dearer, 
and  Japanese  refined  has  a  firmer  tendency. 

Cassia  Oil. — ^Again  dearer  at  6s.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Caustic  Soda. — For  70  to  72  per  cent.  55s.  per  cwt. 

Chamomiles. — Belgian  are  quoted  370s.  and  French  430s. 

Chillies. — About  40  packages  Japan  diamaged  sold  a,t  the 
Spice  Sales  up  to  60s. 

Citric  Acid. — Firm  a,t  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Farm  but  qiiieiter  on  basis  of  Is.  6^d.  per  lb.  for 
fair  Zanzibar. 

Clove  Oil. — Again  much  dearer  in  sympathy  with  the  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  Cloves;  English  distilled  is  quoted  13s. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Firm  but  without  change  in  quotation, 
nominally  £65,  Liverpool.  Very  little  is  offered  from  second 
hand. 

Coriander  Seed. — Business  is  reported  at  63s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Coumarin. — Subsitantially  dearer  at  95s.  for  spot  and  92s.  to 
come  forward. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  soaroity  is  still  pronounced,  and  the 
price  is  higher  at  300s.  per  cwt.  for  98  per  cent,  nominal. 

Digitalis  Leaves. — In  the  usual  qua.rters  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  is 
quoted  for  English  dried. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Russian  is  unohanged,  but  a  substantially 
higher  price  i.<:  a.=ked  by  one  importer  for  Spani.=h. 

Fcenugreek  Seed. — Dearer  at  £42. 

Gentian  Root. — ^I'irm  at  85s. 

Ginger. — \Yith  the  exception  of  about  20  bags  of  Japan 


limed,  which  .=old  at  30^;.  to  36s.  for  damaged,  all  the  offer) lu's 
were  l>oiught  in  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Glycerophosphates. — There  is  a  continued  big  demand,  and 
a  large  business  is  reported  in  the  Soda  Salt  at  a  special  price. 

(ioa  Powder. — Offered  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Gum  .Arabic. — Fair  Souduin  .soi-ts  85is.  and  sifted  95s. 

Hexamine. — There  are  offers  at  3is.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  i>er  lb. 

Hydroquinone. — Easier  at  10s.  9d.  to  lis.  per  lb. 

Hypophosphites. — The  American  market  is  very  poorly  sup- 
plied ;  here  bu-siness  is  difficuilt  owing  to  ruling  condition.^;. 

Lavender  Oil. — Business  lias  been  done  in  English  oil  i'.t 
the  price  mentioned  last  week — ^namely,  100s.  per  lb. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  4d.  per  lb.  for  .spot. 

Mace. — ^Suiba(tan(tia.Uy  higher  prices  were  I'e^ilised  at  the 
Spice  Sales. 

Menthol. — A  small  business  is  reported  at  13s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Mercurials. — Unchanged ;  makers  are  a/ble  to  cope  with  the 
large  demand. 

Methyl  Salicylate. — Easier  at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Nutmegs. — .Sold  at  dearer  rates  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  is  again  dearer,  and  busine:;« 
is  reported  in  H.G.H.  at  2Ls.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  Wayne  County  oil 
in  tins  is  quoted  16s.  per  lb.  Japanese  is  quiet  at  about 
3s  6d.  to  3s.  7^d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  and/or  Suzuki. 

Pepsin. — ^Scarcer  and  very  firm  at  14s.  to  15s.  per  lb.  for 
scaleis  and  powder. 

Phenacetin. — Special  business  has  been  done  at  considera<bly 
)>elow  the  ruling  price,  wihich  is  abonit  69s.  per  lb.  for  spot 
and  58s.  forward. 

Phenolphthalein. — 72s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  spot  and 
65.^.  for  forward. 

Pimento. — At  the  Spice  Sales  all  the  offerings  were  bought 
in  at  4^d.,  but  busriness  has  been  done  privately  at  4d.  per  lb. 

Podophyllin. — Scarce  on  the  spot  at  17s.  to  18s.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Carbonate. — In  view  of  the  shortage  of  supplies 
and  continued  demand  the  price  has  n.gain  advanced;  96  to 
98  per  cent,  is  cjuoded  at  £180. 

Potassium  Chlorate. — There  are  offers  of  .Tapanese  at  2s.  4'l. 

Potassium  Iodide. — There  is  a  good  demand,  and  bu.sine.»< 
is  repomted  ait  lis.  5d.  per  lb.,  which  is  a  trifle  below  makers' 
price;  .Ja.panese  Ls  offered  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb.,  forward. 

Prussiate  of  Potash — Farmer -at  3s.  6d.  for  yellow  and 
12s.  6d.  for  red. 

Quinine. — The  position  is  unchanged,  and  the  price  is  about 
2s.  lO^d.  per  oz.  for  Continental  brands  of  the  Sulphate. 

Rosin. — Firm  at  33,s.  for  common  strained,  spot. 
Rubber. — Quiet,  with  an  easier  tendency.      Plantartion  : 
Standard  No.  1  orepe,  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. ;  Para,  3s.  3d. 

Saccharin. ^ — Still  very  firm,  and  business  js  reported  at 
425s.  per  lb.  for  550  sitrengith  ;  there  are  offers  for  New  York 
at  350s.  for  October  shipment. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Lump,  70s. ;  crushed,  75s. 

Salicylates. — British  makes  are  offered  rather  more  freely 
at  6>.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  Salicylic  Acid  and  9s.  to  98.  3<1. 
for  Sodivun  Salicylate.  There  are  offers  of  Sodiiun  Salt  .t; 
7s.  lid.  to  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  forward. 

Salol. — ^Easier  ait  10s.  6d.  for  spot  a.nd  9s.  9d.  foi-ward. 
Shellac. — Quiet  but  firm  on  ba.si6  of  225s.  for  f.air  T.N. 
orange. 

Soda  Ash.— Firmer  at  £11  10s. 

Sodium  Bicarbonate. — Price  has  advanced  considerably,  and 
14s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted  for  druggists'  quality. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Again  dearer  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  "  Rfd 
Ship." 

Sulphur. — Bu.siness  has  been  brisker,  but  quotations  are 

nnc4),anged. 

Tannic  .Acid. — Firmer  at  7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb. 
Tartaric  Acid. — Steady  at  a.bout  2s.  lO^d.  per  lb. 
Turmeric. — ^The  market  is  quiet,  but  prices  tend  upwards; 
Bengal  finger,  50.=.  ;  Madras,  55s.  per  owt. 

Turpentine. — Dearer  ni  66?.  for  Ameri«i«n  spot. 
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INDIAN  ITEMS. 


Personal. — Messrs.  Leech  and  Weborney,  chemists,  etc..  Bom- 
buy  and  Poona,  have  opened  a  branch  at  Biisra,  the  Mesopota- 
niian  port. 

Opium  Sale. — The  monthly  opiurn  sale,  which  was  held  during 
mail  week,  at  2,  Charnock  Place,  Calcutta,  revealed  a  poor  de- 
mand. No  Behar  opium  was  put  up  for  sale.  Out  of  583  chests 
<jf  Benares  opium,  90  only  changed  hands,  few  buyers  being  in 
evidence.  The  highest  price  per  chest  was  JRs.  3,220,  and  the 
Jowest  Rs.  3,200.    The  total  sales  amounted  to  Rs.  288,425. 

Opium  Smuggling. — A  Chinaman  named  Ah  Fong,  employed 
-IS  u  carpenter  on  the  s.s.  Bengala,  having  been  prosecuted  during 
mail  week  at  Calcutta  for  being  in  unlawful  possession  of  3  lbs. 
of  opium,  which  was  found  concealed  in  his  cabin,  was  convicted 
and  fined  Rs.  160  (£10),  with  the  alternative  of  two  months'  im- 
prisonment. 

Indian  Hemp. — The  Bengal  Mahajan  Sabha,  in  the  course  of  a 
li'tter  to  the  Government  of  India  on  the  subject  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  improved  methods  for  the  preparation  of  hemp  in  India, 
ibserve  that  "  the  offer  of  higher  prices  and  a  general  and  larger 
demand  for  cleaner  hemp  by  buyers  at  home,  coupled  with  a 
refusal  to  quote  for  imdressed  or  impropei'ly  dressed  hemp,  is  sure 
to  lead  to  stimulate  the  cultivators  to  offer  nothing  but  pure 
licmp  in  the  market."  The  conMnittee  are  of  opinion  that  so  long 
us  there  is  a  market  for  imdressed  and  unclean  hemp,  the  cultiva- 
tors will  not  discontinue  the  present  practice. 

Shellac. — ^Lack  of  freight  and  exchange  are  hampering  business, 
and  Only  moderate  sales  are  reported  at  Calcutta.  The  market 
rules  very  steady,  however,  and  is  extremely  sensitive  to  the 
short  bursts  which  are  a  feature  of  the  trade  under  present  condi- 
tions. Such  an  occurrence  recently  sent  the  T.N.  price  to  the 
region  of  Rs.  90;  but  a  quieter  feeling  subsequently  intervening, 
prices  have  once  more  declined  to  Rs.  87  for  spot  and  Rs.  88  for 
the  future  months,  at  which  rates  considerable  steadiness  is  ob- 
served. Fines  have  been  somewhat  neglected,  but  small  sales  of 
superfines  are  reported  at  Rs.  93  to  Rs.  97,  according  to  quality. 

Drug  Cultivation.— There  are  signs  that  the  Government  of 
India  is  awake  to  the  importance  of  this  subject.  The  various 
herb-growing  associations  have  received  popidar  support,  and  a 
careful  organisation  has  been  formed  with  the  object  of  produc- 
ing drugs  of  a  high  standard,  and  affording  suitable  means  of 
conveyance  to  selected  centres.  In  March  of  this  year.  Major 
A.  T.  G.  Gage,  director  of  the  botanical  survey  of  India,  said 
that,  given  the  necessary  staff  and  equipment,  it  should  be  quite 
feasible  to  undertake  the  systematic  cultivation  of  drugs  in  India. 
Dr.  David  Hooi)er,  of  the  Indian  Museym,  Calcutta,  stated  some 
timer' ago  that  one-half  of  the  drugs  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
were  indigenous  to  the  East  Indies,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
rest  could  be  exploited.  Belladonna  is  grown  in  the  western 
Himalayas  from  Simla  ta  Kashmir ;  digitalis  is  extensively  culti- 
vated in  the  Nilgiri  Hills  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
demands  of  the  Madras  Government  Medical  Store  Department; 
henbane  is  a  native  of  the  temperate  Himalayas  from  8,000  to 
11,000  feet,  and  is  now  being  cultivated  in  the  botanical  gardens 
at  Faharunpur ;  ipecac  has  been  introduced  in  several  places ;  it 
is  believed  that  with  care  and  attention  it  can  be  produced  on  a 
commercial  scale ;  jalap  grows  easily  and  quickly,  and  the  sup- 
plies grown  on  the  Nilgiris  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  greater 
-)art  of  the  Indian  trade. 


BUSINESS  BREVITY. 


Messrs.  Thomas  Tyrer  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Stirling  Chemical 
Works,  Canning  Road,  Stratford,  are  suffering  a  certain  amount 
>f  inconvenience  to  business  owing  to  the  explosion  which  took 
jjiace  at  a  store  in  Abbey  Lane,  .Stratford,  on  September  20. 
Delay  in  the  execution  of  orders  is  therefore  inevitable,  until 
■.fter  Messrs.  Tyrer  have  completed  their  stock-taking.  There 
•va8,  happily,  no  loss  of*iife,  and  the  stock  suffered  to  only  a 
''mall  extent. 

PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Sergt.  H,  Briggs,  No.  82317,  R.A.M.C.,  is  in  charge  of  the 
<li*ptn9ary  at  the  67tb  General  Hospital,  Salonika  Forces. 

Mr.  John  C.  Bramley,  chemist  and  optician,  in  business  at 
)j.  Fair  Road,  Wihsey,  has  been  appointed  organist  at  the 
Wesleyan  Chapel.  Wibsey,  Bradford. 

Lieot.  H.  S.  Kutnow,  the  son  of  Mr.  .Sigismund  Kutnow, 
•ind  Assistant  Managing  Director  of  the  firm  of  S.  Kutnow 
and  Co.,  Ltd.,  left  England  on  Tuesday  last  for  France. 


Miss  Dorothy  I.  Dobbin,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  daughter  of  Mr. 
William  C.  Dobbin,  M.P.S.I.,  Belfast,  has  received  an  appoint- 
ment from  the  War  Office,  ami  ia  a,bout  to  take  up  haspital  work 
at  Southampton 

Quartermaster-Sergeant  Alexander  Grant,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  who  has  just  been  promoted  to  tlio  rank  of  Second- 
Lieutenant,  before  the  war  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  with 
Mr.  George  A.  McGregor,  The  Pharmacy,  Dufftown. 

Major  R.  Harding  Bremridge,  son  of  Mr.  Richard  Bremridge, 
former  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  among  those 
whose  names  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  for  valuable  medical  services  rendered  in 
romiection  with  the  war. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  who 
is  Chairman  of  the  Weybridge  District  Council,  has  had  a 
sum  of  money  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  residents  of  the 
town  for  the  purchase  of  150  tons  of  coal  to  be  distributed  free 
to  the  poor  during  th6  winter. 

Councillor  William  Briggs,  retired  pharmacist,  Lancaster, 
has  agreed  to  renomination  for  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Lan- 
caster. This  will  be  the  fifth  period,  a  record  for  any  coun- 
cillor holding  the  office.  He  has  been  placed  permanently  on 
the  Magistrates'  Bench  for  the  Borough,  having  for  some  time 
sat  on  the  County  Bench  ex  officio.  Mr.  Briggs  is  an  honoured 
member  of  the  Society  of  many  years'  standing. 

Squadron-Commander  K.  S.  Savory,  D.S.O.,  R.N.A.S.,  son 

of  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Savory,  Chairman  of  Savory  And  Moore,  Ltd., 
has  been  awarded  a  bar  to  the  D.S.O.  for  his  .services  as  com- 
mander of  the  bombing  expedition  in  which  Flight-Lieut.  Henry 
M'Clelland  won  the  D.S.O.  (P.J.,  September  8,  1917).  This 
was  his  second  visit  to  Constantinople,  for  it  may  be  remembered 
that  he  performed  a  notable  feat  in  bombing  that  city  last  year, 
on  which  occasion  he  was  awarded  the  D.S.O.,  and  also  the 
Croix  de  Guerre  with  pahn  by  the  French  authorities. 

Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  works  manager  to  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  and  Co.,  was  recently  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
present  from  the  firm  on  the  completion  of  his  twenty-first  year 
of  service  with  them.  Dr.  Jowett,  who  holds  the  degree  of 
D.Sc.  (Lond.),  was  a  distinguished  student  at  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy in  1891-1892;  was  Bell  Scholar,  Redwood  Scholar,  and  the 
winner  of  many  medals.  Some  little  time  after  leaving  the 
School  he  joined  the  staff  at  the  Wellcome  Research  Labora- 
tories, where  he  was  associated  with  Dr.  Power  during  the  ten 
years  he  was  there,  his  research  work  connected  with  medicinal 
substances  being  particularly  on  the  subjects  of  jaborandi  and 
pilocarpine.  He  has  now  been  eleven  years  at  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Works,  Dartford.  During  the  whole  period  of  the 
war  he  has  been  continuously  at  work  in  connection  with  medi- 
cinal substances  required  in  this  country,  and  not  previously 
made  to  any  very  large  extent  here,  and  a  very  great  deal  of 
his  time  has  been  spent  in  dealing  with  the  problem  of  salvarsan 
and  neosalvarsan.  Dr.  Jowett's  spare  time  is  largely  taken  up 
in  connection  with  the  Volunteer  movement,  and  he  is  a.  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  9th  Batt.  Kent  Volunteer  Regiment. 

BIRTH. 

Hewlett. — On  September  19,  at  13,  Woodlands,  Hendon,  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vivian  C.  Hewlett — a  son. 

MARRIAGES. 


Seattle — Cron. — On  September  18,  at  the  Douglas  Hotel. 
Glasgow,  by  the  Rev.  David  W.  Gaylor,  Congregational 
Church,  Greenock,  James  Beattie,  pharmacist,  Sanquhar,  to 
.Josephine  Mary  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cron,  Rabey 
Villa,  Sanquhar. 

Jones — Williams. — On  September  8,  at  Ebenezer,-  Tonypandy, 
by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  .Joseph,  Newport  (uncle  of  the  bride),  and 
the  Rev.  W.  Dennis,  Tonypandy,  Thomas  Jones,  M.P.S.,  chemist 
and  druggi.st,  manager  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Boots,  Ltd.,  Tony- 
pandy, to  Margaret  .Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Councillor 
David  Williams  and  Mis.  Williams,  Tonypandy. 


DEATH. 

Turney.— On  September  17,  at  15,  Leigham  Terrace,  Ply- 
mouth, Edward  Genge  Turney,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  183, 
I'nion  Street,  Plymouth. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


state  Recognition  of  Pharmacy. 

In  thirty-sovon,  years'  cxpciienoo  of  pliaimacy  I  have  n«vor 
come  across  an  effusion  so  recklessly  wide  of  tho  truth  or  so 
wantonly  subversive  of  the  hard-earned  rights  and  interests  of 
tho  whole  body  of  plia.nnaoists  as  that  of  Mr.  C.  Breese  (J'.J., 
September  1,  p.  105)  which,  mirabile  dictu,  is  endorsed  by  Mr. 
Frank  G.  Hincs,  who  proclaims  that  he  will  survive  to  arraign 
some  of  the  betrayers  of  the  profession,  who  have  been  guilty  of 
a  malfeasance  which,  wo  are  left  to  infer,  if  only  the  opportunity 
had  been  given  him,  he  could  have  averted.  Now  that  he  has 
arrived,  although  the  mischief  is  done,  we  may  sleep  soundly 
o'  nights,  for  all  will  be  riglit  with  the  world.  Mr.  Breese's 
al>j6ct  avowal  in  his  first  letter  that  pharmacists  are  not  recog- 
niwd  by  the  State  because  they  are  neither  "  fish,  flesh,  fowl  or 
good  red  herring "  hardly  squares  with  his  later  conclusion : 
"  If  we  Want  better  terms  for  Insurance  work  we  must  make  a 
bold  bid  for  them."  If  this  is  a  specimen  of  the  new  diplomacy 
which  those  two  self-styled  "  progressive  pharmacists  "  affect 
and  applaud,  I  for  one  prefer  to  support  the  policy  of  the  old 
and  tried  members  of  the  Council  and  the  L.A.E.  wiliicli,  if  not 
completely  successful  in  all  its  aims,  has  at  least  proved  to  be 
a  thousandfold  more  effective  for  i>urposes  of  negotiation  than 
tho  patent  new-tangled  nostrums  of  their  would-be  destructive 
critics  are  likely  to  be.  I  trust  that  provincial  chemists  will 
discover  and  discount  the  disruptive  doctrine  propagated  by 
Messrs.  Breese  and  Hines,  and  so  write  down  at  their  real  and 
not  their  nominal  value  the  .pernicious  tactics  of  those  "  pro- 
gressive "  bu.sybodies  who,  masquerading  as  a  social  club,  arc, 
by  accident  or  design,  tending  to  obstruct  or  imdermine  the 
authority  and  work  of  the  Council  and  the  Local  Associations 
Executive. 

Horbury,  W.  R.,  Yorks.  September  17,  1917.     A.  R.  BhiggS. 


Numerous  correspondents  have  lately  discussed  the  question 
of  State  recognition  of  plharmacists.  Under  the  present  system 
of  pharmaceutical  membership  they  might  as  well  raise  the 
question  of  obtaining  sunshine  from  cucumbers.  One  is  as 
easily  attaina:ble  as  the  other.  Mr.  Hincs  suggests  that  we 
have  demonstrated  the  intrinsic  worth  of  an  efficient  dispensing 
service  with  very  meagre  results.  We  have  demonstrated  with 
greater  force  that  an  Executive  which  represents  less  than  half 
of  a  body  corporate  is  in  a  ihopeless  position  as  far  as  pohtica' 
fpower  is  concerned.  It  is  quite  useless  to  lay  the  blame  on  that 
Executive  or  its  constituent  members  for  this  lamentable  state 
of  affairs.  Rather  place  it  upon  tho  larger  body  of  registered 
persons  who  are  not  members,  and  who  wilfully  sit  on  the 
tence.  I  have  laboured  this  point  for  nearly  forty  years,  and 
would  suggest  to  the  new  school  of  "Progressives"  that  they 
peruse  the  numbers  of  the  Journal  from  1910  backwards,  to 
ascertain  how  we  in  the  N.E.  Lanes.  Federation  fought  the 
powers  of  those  days,  editorials,  sub-editorials,  and  "  con- 
tributed "  articles  notwithstanding.  Periodically  we  have  a  new 
crop  of  "London"  "Progressives"  to  set  things  right,  but  the 
history  of  their  predecessors  does  not  impress  one  with  their 
capabilities.  About  1907-13  B.P.  Codex  year— the  London 
chemists  had  as  much  backbone  as  a  jellyfish.  They  grovelled 
before  the  idol's  shrine,  to  their  utter  discomfiture.  They  have 
never  added  any  glory  to  the  pharmaceutical  arm.s,  and,  as  far 
as  one  can  see  from  their  present  constitution,  never  will.  What 
is  required  is  more  constructive  and  less  destructive  criticism. 
To  insist  upon  increased  stringency  in  examinations  and  a 
higher  educational  standard  genoraily,  without  the  assurance 
of  protection  from  unqualified  interference,  is  to  commit  phar- 
maceutical suicide.  The  history  of  invention  and  progress  is 
one  of  victory  of  slender  means  and  disadvantages,  not  of 
favouritism  or  subsidies.  The  higher  branches  of  pharmacy  can 
easily  'be  reached  by  those  who  want  a  super  qualification  and 
culture,  but  to  make  them  compulsory  will  be  a  serious  error. 
Woolwich  Arsenal  requires  a  works  chemist  witih  the  triple 
qualification  at  the  .salary  of  a  window-cleaner.  A  Labour 
member  obtains  a  Calbinet  appointment  at  £5.000  per  year, 
and  makes  an  international  mess  of  it!!  'There  is  a  dearth  of 
pharmacisti  now.  No  apprentices  will  be  availalble  in  tho 
future,  and  tlie  danger  of  the  profession  drifting  into  "stares" 
run  by  "  Hall  "  girl?  and  emancipated  porters  and  errand  boys 
is  great.  My  proposals  towards  reconstruction  are  as  follows  :— 
To  reinstate  the  Preliminary  Examination  as  a  Society 
function,  carried  on  by  the  Society  for  its  own  benefit  at  the 
present  level.  We  should  probably  have  50C  entrants  per  year, 
et  two  guineas  each.  Say  tvio-thirds  of  these  pass.  Auto- 
matically, on  passing,  they  are  compulsorily  enrolled  as  students,' 
at  a  fee  of  t«n  shillings.  After  the  statutory  three  years'  prac- 
tice in  dispensing,  they  would  follow  on  with  the  Qualifying 


Examination,  and  on  passing  they  would  compvJsorily  become 
members  of  the  Society.  These  members  would  have  to  pay  an 
annual  fee,  exjactly  in  the  same  way  as  the  medical  profession, 
and  this  would  also  apply  to  all  persons  on  the  register.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  much  reason  for  continually  "  putting  the 
screw  "  on,  either  in  the  case  of  examination  or  the  fees.  After 
all,  if  a  man  wants  to  ireach  the  highest  levels,  ho  can  make 
the  attempt,  irrespective  of  his  immediate  environment,  whether 
or  not  this  is  mainly  constituted  of  manicures,  paintpots,  or 
postcards.  Chas.  A.  Arkle. 

New  Longton,  September  12,  1917. 


Fa(it  and  Fiction  in  Pharmacy— A  Literary  Project, 

Mr.  R.  Cecil  Owen's  recent  mont  engaging  article  on  "  Phar- 
macy in  Fiction  "  prompts  me  to  make  an  offer  towards  the 
compilation  of  a  work  mostly  fictitious  but  including  as  many 
facts  as  pos.sible  illustrative  of  the  realities,  grave  and  gay,  of 
shop  life  in  pliarmacy.  I  have  kept  a  record  of  many  littio 
personal  experiences  which  might  serve  as  agreeable  and  t'rofit- 
able  reading.  Many  of  these  incidents  relate  to  acts  of  injustico 
to  which  both  principals  and  assistants  hi^vo  been  subjected 
by  customers,  or  as  between  tho  former.  Even  tho  errand  boy, 
with  a  potential  "  Major  "  certificate  in  his  equivalent  for  a 
knapsack,  mig-ht  find  a  place,  and  the  chemist's  wife,  who  is 
always  of  the  class  of  Caesar's  spouse.  If  any  brother  chemist 
cares  to  forward  me  through  your  good  offices  any  trifle  of  suit- 
able "copy  "  I  should  be  grateful. 

September  18,  1917.  "(Lavand"  (217/51). 


Pharmacy  in  Fiction. 

Mr.  Owen  lias  written  a  most  entertaining  article — worthy 
supplement  to  the  one  by  Messrs.  Sargeant  and  Beacock — but 
if  the  art  of  romance  is  just  holding  the  mirror  to  Nature,  the 
everyday  chemist  has  little  chance  of  playing  a  leading  role  in 
the  glowing  pages  of  fiction;  for,  generally  speaking,  outside 
his  actual  vocation,  through  long  and  tedious  hours,  no  life  is 
more  hum-drum  and  narrow,  and  less  illumined  by  the  vivid 
lights  of  human  drama  than  his.  He  may  occasionally  (on 
paper)  comes  across  a  "  Slippery  Ellen,"  but  that  young  lady  is 
just  a  bland,  innocuous  powder  for  a  poultice,  and  not  a  cinema 
smasher  of  sweet  and  placid  domesticity.  Mr.  Hichens,  in  his 
latest  book,  'In  the  Wilderness,'  portrays  a  chemist-character. 
In  the  583  pages  of  Hichenesque  writing  he  appears  three  times, 
and  is  mentioned  sympathetically  more  than  once.  His  name  is 
Mr.  Thrush.  For  many  years  he  had  a  very  good  business  just 
off  Hanover  Square,  but  a  great  grief  drove  him  to  drink,  and 
to  John's  Court  near  the  Edgware  Road.  In  the  beginning  the 
heroine  loses  herself  in  a  fog,  and  Mr.  Thrush — a  pathetic  figure, 
with  a  very  red  nose,  a  refined  old  voice,  and  a  big  beer  jug — 
comes  on  the  darkened  .scene,  and  guides  tho  lady  home.  She 
is  interested  in  him,  and  becomes  his  Good  Samaritan.  Next 
we  find  him  (a  baby,  that  is  not  wonderful,  having  arrived) 
giving  his  views  on  the  question  of  infants.  ".  .  .  .  Having 
retired  from  the  pharmaceutical  brotherhood,  I'll  say  this:  If 
you  can  do  it,  avoid  drugs.  Chemists  " — he  leaned  forward  and 
emphatically  lowered  his  voice  almost  to  a  whisper — "  Chemists 
alone  know  what  harm  they  do."  Then  he  warns  the  parents 
against  Tinkler's  tone-up  for  tiny-tots,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  and 
when  tho  lady  mother  says  the  child  shall  never  have  them, 
Mr.  T.  exclaims,  "Bless  you,  ma'am,  for  those  beautiful 
words,"  and  then  retires  to  the  servants'  quarter,  euphemisti- 
cally called  the  housekeeper's  room.  Last  of  all  the  lady  gets 
him  to  take  the  modified  pledge  (no  drinking  between  meals, 
and  no  deoch-an-doris),  trains  him  to  wave  a  white  wand,  exerts 
her  influence  to  get  him  the  post  of  a  verger,  in  which  beatific 
capacity  he  moralises  thus:  —  "  But  a  verger  can't  be  too  careful. 
He's  held  up  as  an  example  to  the  whole  city  by  his  position. 
.  .  .  Even  a  chemist  scarcely  takes  so  much  upon  liimself.  In 
respect  of  the  body  he  may,  I'll  allow  you— for  no  verger  has 
to  do  with  innissic  acid,  iodine,  eascara,  and  all  such-like,  but 
in  respect  of  what  I  might  call  the  uplifting  of  the  soul,  not  a 
doubt  of  it  but  that  the  verger  comes  far  before  any  chemist." 
On  page  338  we  leave  him  settled  for  life  in  smug  and  beautiful 
respectability,  and  with  a  nose  gradually  altering  its  resemblance 
to  a  flaming  carboy. 

Workington,  September  19,  1917.  Herbert  Smith. 


Mr.  Cecil  Owen  has  overlooked  Messrs.  Boyle  and  Luckwork 
in  Meredith's  '  One  of  Our  Conquerors,'  in  whose  ^hop  Mrs. 
Burman  Radnor  sits  hours  long,  and  cock«  her  ears  at  orders  of 
applicants  for  drugs  across  the  counter,  and  sometimes  catches 
wind  of  a  proscription,  and  consults  her  chemist,  and  thinks 
she'll  try  it  herself.  It's  a  basket  of  medicine  bottles  driven 
to  Regent's  Park  pretty  well  every  day.    But  greatest  of  all 
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stories  with  a  pharmaceutical  flavour  is  Anton  Tchehov's  '  The 
Chemist's  Wife.'  She  it  is  who  holds  the  stage,  lier  husband 
Cast  asleep  whilst  ehe  answers  the  night  bell.  A  more  powerful 
story  than  Gissing's  '  Fate  and  the  Apothecary,'  its  psychological 
penetration  is  remarkable.  By  the  way,  there  is  an  apprecia- 
tive reference  to  a  pharmacy  in  Gissing's  '  By  the  Ionian  Sea.' 
It  was  in  Catanzaro.  and  belonged  to  two  brothers.  Imagine  a 
spacious  shop  well  proportioned,  perfectly  contrived,  and 
throughout  fitted  with  woodwork  copied  from  the  best  examples 
of  old  Italian  carving.  Seeking  pill  or  potion,  one  finds  oneself 
in  a  museum  of  art,  where  it  would  be  easy  to  spend  an  hour 
in  studvin?  the  counter,  the  shelves,  the  ceiling.  They  asked 
Gissing"  was  it  at  all  like  a  chemist's  shop  in  London.  He  said 
"  My  reply  certainly  gratified  him,  but  I  am  afraid  it  did  not 
increase  his  desire  to  visit  England."  I  have  come  across  brief 
references  to  the  chemist  in  Tolstoy  and  Anatole  France,  and  if 
my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  a  chemist's  shop  plays  a  part  in 
that  hectic  story  by  Chesterton,  '  The  Napoleon  of  Netting 
Hill  '  {vide  P.J.,  September  22,  p.  133).  To  come  to  less  endur- 
ing literature,  Mr.  James  Hedger,  chemist,  is  quite  a  prominent 
ficrure  in  Anthony  Hope's  '  A  Change  of  Air.'  We  leave  Inm 
at  the  end  of  the  book  with  a  knighthood.  He  deserved  it. 
Beckenham,  September  19,  1917.  G.  Paekhotjse. 


The  Fly  in  the  Ointment. 

pleased  to  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer 


in  your  &st  issue,  and  from  it  to  learn  the  basis  of  the  new 
theory.  The  Authorised  Version  states :—"  Dead  flies  cause  the 
ointment  of  the  apothecary  to  send  forth  a  stinking  savour : 
•o  doth  a  little  follv  him  that  is  in  reputation  for  wisdom  and 
honour."  The  Revised  Version  states :—"  Dead  flies  cause  the 
ointment  of  the  perfumer  to  send  forth  a  stinking  savour:  so 
doth  a  little  folly  outweigh  wisdom  and  honour."  I  quoted 
the  Douav  Version  in  my  first  letter.  The  difference  in  the 
wording  of  the  three  versions  can  be  explained  by  the  impos- 
eibflity  of  translating  an  Eastern  tongue  word  for  word  into 
English,  but,  unfortunately  for  Mr.  Palmer's  theory,  the 
renderings  are  substantially  the  same,  and  the  simile  of  a 
single  bad  ingredient  corrupting  tihe  whole  composition  is 
Btistained  in  each  case,  unless  it  be  assumed  that  a  little  folly 
ia  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  character  of  a  wise  man.  As 
the  renderings  are  so  alike,  the  three  translators  may  be  given 
credit  for  being  men  of  good-will,  imbued  with  an  honest 
deeire  to  convey  the  meaning  of  the  original  inspired  text,  and 
later  commentators  have  not  disputed  the  generally  accepted 
meaning.  Mr.  Palmer  ignores  the  commentaries  of  St. 
Augustine  and  the  Fathers,  and  may  think  that,  like  the  Douay 
.Version,  they  do  not  count  for  much,  but  the  opinion  of  the 
200.000,000  Roman  Catholics  in  the  world  is  otherwise.  The 
Bchool-men  of  the  early  Church  knew  better  than  a  writer  of 
our  times  the  sense  in  which  the  words  were  commonly  accepted 
by  the  Hebrew  exegetes  of  their  own  days.  The  student  of 
Holy  Writ  quickly  discovers  that  the  object  of  the  Bible  was 
to  convey  the  Word  of  God  to  men  and  women  of  ordinary 
understanding,  and,  in  spite  of  remarkable  coincidences,  not 
to  reveal  hidden  truths  of  astronomy,  geography,  or  of  any 
other  science,  including  that  of  pharmacy,  or  to  explain  tech- 
nical detail. 

London,  September  17,  1917.  Edwahd  J.  Ratnoe. 

P.Sj— I  wish  to  add  my  congratulations  to  those  of  the 
Editor.  Mr.  Palmer  is  evidently  a  man  who  finds  in  his  pro- 
fession something  more  than  the  mere  drudgery  of  it.  I  trust 
he  may  be  spared  to  be  an  ornament  to  pharmacy  for  many 
years  to  oome.— E.  .J.  R.  (217/24). 


Mr.  .J.  .Spencer  Palmer's  ingenuity  i.s  worthy  of  a  better 
cause.  There  is  not  even  a  plausible  defence  to  be  made  for 
fais  assertion  that  the  ointment  referred  to  was  Ung.  Cantharides. 
I  wonder  nobody  has  quoted  the  Revised  Version  against  him  : 
"Dead  flies  cause  the  ointment  of  the  perfumer  to  send  forth 
m,  slinking  savour  [marginal  reading  to  stink  and  putrefy]  ;  so 
doth  a  little  folly  outweigh  wisdom  and  honour."  Could  any- 
thing be  plainer?  As  the  dead  flies  overpower  the  perfume  of 
the  ointment,  so  does  a  little  folly  the  wisdom  of  the  would-be 
wise.  One  need  not  be  a  Hebrew  scholar  or  a  student  of  phar- 
maceutical history  to  arrive  at  this,  the  only  possible  inter- 
pretation. It  docs  not  matter  at  all  whether  the  writer  knew, 
or  fore-saw  ( !)  the  uses  of  cantharides.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
this  so-called  "fly"  is  not  in  Mr.  Brcolar's  list  of  the  Talmudic 
Materia  Medica,  in  recent  numbers  of  Not/^.i  and  Queries,  but 
this  is  beside  the  mark.  It  is  a  perfume,  not  a  blistering  oint- 
ment, that  is  in  question. 

September  15,  19L7.  "  Christophoko3  "  (217/15). 

{TTiis  correspondence  is  now  closed.]  / 


Bismuth,  Iodoform,  and  Paraffin  Paste. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  mo  any  information  as 
to  the  compounding  of  B.I. P.?  I  have  tried  various  methods  of 
preparing  it,  but  always  with  the  same  result — a  gritty  pro- 
duction instead  of  a  smooth  homogeneous  paste.  No  amount  of 
rubbing  down  seems  to  have  any  effect  in  removing  the  gritti- 
ness.  1  obtained  a  better  result  by  triturating  the  powders 
with  a  small  percentage  of  camphor  diseolvexl  in  q.s.  of  Spt. 
Reot.  before  adding  the  Paraffin  Liq.,  but  I  have  doubts  as  to 
the  legitimacy  of  this,  as  B.I. P.  is  used  for  inunction  of  wounds 
and  the  surrounding  parts.  If  any  of  your  readers  have  ex- 
perienced this  difficulty  and  found  a  means  of  overcoming  it,  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  method. 

September  18,  1917.    W.  F.  Weeks  (Sgt.),  M.P.S.,  47  CCS. 


The  Major  Examination. 

"  Full  of  fire  and  fury  and  signifying  nothing  " — this  is  how 
we  find  the  Major  qualification  described  by  a  correspondent  in 
The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  September  8.  It  takes  the 
average  student  two  years  to  prepare  for  this  examination,  and 
if  we  are  to  believe  -what  the  gentleman  who  signs  himself 
"Ph.  C"  says,  it  is  all  "for  nothing."  What  does  our  cor- 
respondent take  exception  to?  Is  it  the  method  of  conducting 
the  examination,  or  the  extent  of  the  work  it  embraces?  Our 
confrere  evidently  has  some  strong  views  about  the  matter,  and 
possibly  some  useful  ones;  why  not  let  us  have  them?  My 
impression,  when  I  presented  myself  for  the  Major  (some  years 
ago),  was  that  it  might  well  have  beer:  extended  over  a  longer 
period,  especially  the  practical  -work,  and  the  fee  accordingly 
increased.  It  would  have  been  fairer  to  iboth  candidate  and 
examiner  if  two  full  days  at  least  could  have  been  devoted  to 
practical  chemistry.  The  Major  examination  should  be  the 
"top  hole"  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry;  if  it  is  not,  then 
it  should  be  brought  up  to  that  standard.  We  do  not  want  to 
have  to  look  to  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  or  any  other  institute 
for  further  qualifications.  In  fact,  there  is  no  diploma  other 
than  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  which  is  quite  the 
thing  for  a  manufacturing  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  if  the 
Major  is  not  the  standard  required,  it  is  up  to  the  Council 
to  see  that  it  is  put  right  at  once,  and  I  recommend  it  for  their 
serious  consideration. 

September  14,  1917.  "  Ph.C."  (217/10). 

Assistants'  Remuneration. 

I  notice  there  are  four  replies  to  my  letter  on  "  Assistants' 
Salaries,"  in  which  I  asked  replies  from  fellow  •pharmacists  in 
business.  The  first  compares  the  assistant  to  medical  men 
who  belong  to  a  recognised  profession ;  but  as  long  as  the 
chemist's  assistant  pawns  his  qualification  to  limited  com- 
panies and  unqualified  proprietors  I  do  not  see  wJiere  the 
comparison  comes  in.  Besides  Vhich,  I  consider  his  figures 
of  £8  and  £9  per  week  very  high  and  not  of  usual  occurrence. 
The  second  signs  himself  "  Hydrochlor,"  so  that  whether  he  is 
qualified  and  in  business  I  do  not  know.  The  third  and 
fourth,  R.  H.  Kemp  and  S.  Mellins,  I  cannot  find  registered 
as  chemists  in  business  or  even  qualified.  I  would  therefore 
suggest  that  they  devote  their  time  to  their  studies,  and  try 
and  make  themselves  worth  £5  10s.  per  week.  Finally,  I  think 
it  would  be  all  to  the  good  if  some  union  or  combination  of 
employers  could  be  formed  and  a  standard  of  emoluments  set 
up  consonant  with  the  number  of  years  an  assistant  had  to 
his  credit  as  experience,  plus  the  demonstration  of  his  own 
fitness  and  skill. 

Wells,  Somerset,  September  11,  1917.  Jas.  Ricketts. 


I  have  been  reading  your  article  on  "  Assistants'  Remunera- 
tion "  and  the  various  comments  with  great  interest.  Like  all 
men.  chemists'  assistants  can  be  divided  into  two  main  classes, 
ambitious  and  otherwise,  and  these  two  classes  can  be  sub- 
divided into  many  others.  What  does  an  ambitious  assistant 
look  forward  to?  Assistantship  all  his  life,  managership,  or 
proprietorship?  As  regards  the  last  alternative  reams  might 
be  written  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  being  one's 
own  master,  but  a  large  number  of  hard-working,  worried 
chemists  would  have  been  far  better  off  with  their  capital  wisely 
invested,  and  themselves  earning  three,  four,  or  even  the  five 
pounds  per  week  which  has  raised  the  crop  of  letters.  (Query. 
Did  the  man  who  advertised  for  a  berth  at  £5  10s.  per  week 
find  any  buyers?)  Could  the  qualified  assistant  look  forward  to 
at  least  four  pounds  per  week  as  a  minimum  wage  the  future 
would  become  a  gr6at  deal  brighter,  and  pharmacy  would  be  all 
the  better  off  for  the  retention  in  its  ranks  of  men  who  usually 
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make  their  mark  in  other  lines  of  business.  We  have  many 
examples  of  that  in  the  law,  medical,  and  literary  professions, 
as  ucU  as  the  business  world  at  largo,  ^\'herc  you  arc  going  to 
litid  enough  proprietor  chemists  to  pay  such  an  amount  is 
another  matter,  as  well  as  the  problem  of  finding  assistants 
who  will  justify  that  expenditure.  But  the  masters  must  first 
oltVr  a  decent  wage  to  tempt  the  first-class  assistant  to  remain,* 
and  then  autoniatically  the  standard  of  assistants  will  rise  until 
the  mastea's  will  be  glad  to  pay  what,  after  all,  is  no  more  than 
assistants  are  entitled  to.  To  come  to  the  crux  of  the  whole 
matter,  high  wages  demand  high  qualifications,  arid  in  the 
business  world  outside,  the  ratio  between  \\ork  and  wage  for 
the  non-nianual  worker  is  a  definite  fixed  quantity,  and  unless 
the  worker  gives  as  well  as  receives  he  soon  finds  himself  a 
back  number.  My  experience  up  and  do^\n  the  country  has 
letl  jne  to  believe  that  until  we  chemists  buckle  to  and  raise  the 
stimd  ird  of  business  efficiency,  shop  management  and  scientific 

iilivv,  wo  shall  never  reach  or  reap  anything  like  the  reward 
to  which  otir  profession  is  entitled. 

September  15,^1917.  "Scab  Gill"  (217/16). 

I  consider  it  is  high  time  something  was  done  to  realise  a 
£5  per  week  wage  for  all  qualified  assistants.  There  are  many 
unskilled  men  who  arc  receiving  over  £5  per  week.  Why  can- 
not the  qualified  men  who  are  assistants  get  together  and  foini 
a  trade  union  and  secure  better  remuneration?  It  is  not  a 
"Society"  question,  and  the  Council  caimot  be  expected  to 
take  it  lip  and  advocate  it  in  the  Journal,  as  they  represent  both 
master  and  assistant.  They  should  be  neutral.  Why  cannot  the 
assistant  have  his  trade  union  to  help  him  to  improve  his  posi- 
tion? Now  is  the  time  to  combine,  when  every  interest  in  the 
country  is  strengthening  its  position  for  the  coming  trade  war 
after  the  war.  Who  will  give  us  a  lead?  Surely  in  a  city  like 
London  a  few  assistants  can  got  together  and  form  the  nucleus 
of  a  union.  •     ,  „,„„„ 

September  17,  1917.  "Sheffield"  (217/17). 

I  have  been  in  business  for  nearly  thirty  years,  qnd  for  about 
half  that  pciiiod.  up  to  war  time,  employed  a  qualified  assistant, 
giving  £3  to  £3  5s.  per  week.  For  the  last  twelve  months  I 
have  managed  with  an  apprentice  and  a  girl,  and  although  we 
make  manv  of  our  own  preparations,  and  take  £70  to  £85  per 
week  over"  the  counter,  my  pharmacy  was  never  better  kept, 
the  counters  clearer  of  work,  and  the  stock  drawers  l>ettor  filled 
than  thev  are  to-day.  My  business  is  light  retail  {no  heavy 
trade)  situated  in  an  average  country  town.  The  conclusion  I 
have  naturally  come  to  is  that  a  qualified  man  does  not  earn 

^  September  17,  1917.  "Quid  Pro  Quo"  (217/29). 

[This  correspondence  is  now  closed.— Ed.] 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Information  required  by  readers  will  be  published  in  this  column  as 
early  as  practicable,  but  inquiries  received  by  the  Editor  after  a 
reasonable  hour  on  Wednesday  in  any  week  cannot,  as  a  rule,  be 
dealt  with  in  that  week's  issue  of  the  Journal.  All  Inquiries  must 
be  addressed  to  the 

Editor.  17,  Bloomsbury  Square.  London.  W.C. 

Replies  will,  in  all  cases,  be  referred  to  initials,  and  the  registered 
number  added  in  each  instance  should  be  quoted  in  any  subsequent 
communication  on  the  same  subject.  In  exceptional  cases  replies 
may  be  sent  by  post,  provided  stamped  and  addressed  envelopes  are 
sent  for  the  replies.  The  Editor  is  not  prepared  to  undertake  the 
recognition  of  plants,  or  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary 
articles.    No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communications. 

Books  on  Bacteriology  (T.  L.  H.— 218/3j5).— We  are  lookirig 
into  the  matter,  and  shall  inform  you  and  other  inquirers  m 
due  course. 

Aspirin  Prescription  (E.  A.  T.— 218 '6).— The  violet  coloura- 
tion you  refer  to  is  doubtless  due  to  traces  of  iron  in  one  or 
other"  of  the  ingredients. 

"Lotio  Hydrogen.  Peros.  Boratum "  (E.  A.  T.— 218/6).— 
There  is"  no  fcrmula  for  such  a  preparation  in  the  Codex,  nor 
can  we  find  any  recorded. 

Pharmacists  and  the  R.A.M.C.  (H.  C.  W.— 218/8).— The 
Committee  was  set  up,  and  is  sitting.  Information  will  be  given 
when  there  is  anything  to  report. 

Medical  Profession  (M.  J.— 218/7).— The  prospects  are  quite 
good,  but,  of  course,  much  depends  upon  the  aspirant  maintain- 
ing 'good  health  during  the  process  of  training. 

Removal  of  Amidol  Stains  (F.  K.  R.—217y45).— There  are 
apfMirently  no  methods  known  for  the  oomplet*  removal  of 
amidol  stains  from  the  fingers.  Several  methods  have  been 
suggested  for  the  alleviation  of  the  irritation  often  complained 
of.  or  fop-  the  cure  of  sores  caused  by  the  substance.    For  the 


prevention  of  stains  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  introduction 
of  a  small  quantity  of  alum  into  the  developing  solution  con- 
taining amidol  is  effective  without  interfering  with  the  pro- 
perties of  the  developer.  Pyro  stains  may  sometimes  be  re- 
moved by  dipping  the  fingers  fir.st  into  a  strong  solution  of 
ohlorinated  lime  and  then  rubbing  the  stains  with  a  large 
crystal  of  citric  acid.  Yon  niight  tiy  this  for  the  amidol  stains, 
repeating  the  treatment,  if  it  has  any  effect,  until  the  stains 
have  disappeared. 

Removing  Varnish  fr.tin  Old  Paintings  (H.  F.  T.— 217/43).— 
Most  of  the  varnish  removers  are  paint  removers  as 
well,  so  that  to  get  good  results  for  your  purpose  from 
the  ordinary  paint  removers  would  require  very  delicate 
work.  We  believe  that  experts  remove  the  varnish  from 
old  paintings  by  the  simple  expedient  of  moistening  the 
fingers  and  rubbing  the  varnished  surface  long  and  con- 
tinuously, but  this,  we  imagine,  requires  much  skill.  If 
the  painting  in  question  is  not  very  valuable,  you  might 
try  one  of  the  "  remov..;'},"  such  as  the  following: — 
Potassium  hydroxide,  1  lb.;  r.':?tone,  2  pints;  methylated  spirit, 
1  pint;  oil  of  turpentine,  1  pint;  petroleum  spirit,  1  pint;  castor 
oil,  10  fl.  ozs.  This  is  used  'cy  spreading  thinly  over  the  var- 
nished surface;  after  a  few  minutes  a  .second  application  is  made, 
when  the  softened  varnish  can  generally  be  easily  removed 
with  a  blunt  spatula. 

Bottling  Fresh  Fruit  (M.  W.— 218/18).— You  will  be  well  ad- 
vised to  drop  the  idea  of  u;ing  salicylic  acid,  and  adopt  methods 
which  are  free  from  objection  for  bottling  your  fresh  fruit.  If 
you  apply  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  4,  White- 
hall Place,  London,  S.W.I,  they  will  give  you  particulars  both 
as  regards  the  process,  which  is  simple,  and  the  bottles  to  be 
used.  A  "  Special  Leaflet,  No.  5,"  entitled  '  Fruit  Preserving 
for  Small  Market  Growers  or  for  Domestic  Use,'  will  also  be  of 
assistance  to  you.  A  very  simple  method  was  described  by  a 
writer  in  the  Cfardentrs'  Chronicle  about  two  years  ago  as  fol- 
lows:—Warm  the  bottles  on  the  fireplace,  and  then  fill  them 
with  the  fruit.  Boil  some  water,  let  it  stand  until  it  is  just 
oS  the  boil,  pour  it  over  the  fruit  in  the  bottles,  covering  it  com- 
pletely, then  pour  melted  suet  on  to  the  surface  of  the  water, 
making  a  layer  about  an  inch  think. 

Blacli  Treacle  and  Its  Bitter  Taste  (W.  S.  B  — 218/5).— Wo 
do  not  think  that  any  attempt  on  your  part  to  render  black 
treacle  less  bitter  and  more  suitable  for  culinary  puiposes  would 
be  attended  with  any  success.  Molasses,  or  black  treacle,  con- 
tains all  the  residues  from  the  sugar  cane,  which  are  in  solu- 
tion— that  is,  it  contains,  besides  some  sucrose,  the  normal 
dextrose  and  laevulose  of  the  cane,  and  still  more  dextrose  and 
Isevulose  arising  from  the  inversion  of  cane  sugar  (sucrose) 
during  the  process  of  manufacture — the  albuminoids,  some 
amides,  gum,  organic  acids,  and  mineral  substances.  The  bitter- 
ness, .so  far  as  we  know,  is  not  attributed  to  any  particular 
substance  present,  but  the  mineral  constituents  have  doubtless 
something  to  do  with  jt.  There  may,  however,  be  unnamed 
substances  present  which  are  more  directly  responsible  for  the 
bitter  taste.  Good  commercial  treacle  is  fairly  palatable  and 
well  enough  adapted  for  use  for  culinary  and  confectionery 
purposes,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  attempt  to  lessen  its  natural 
bitterness  is  ever  made  in  those  connections. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine  (161/4).— MaJcecg? 
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SUNDAY,  September  30. 

United  Arts  Rifle.«,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m.,  Comiiany  parade,  Headquarters,  for  Drill,  &c, 
10.40  a.m.,  Party  proceeding  to  Rainham  parade  Fen- 
cliurcli  Street.  tJniform,  iiiaiehiBg  order,  withoutpack 
Rations  to  be  carried. 

Tuesday,  October   2  —8.30  p.m.,  Musketry  Lecture 
torOOioers  and  N.C.O.'s. 

Wednesday,  Ootober  3.-3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parado 
at  Headquarters. 

Thursday,  October  4.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons  parade  at 
Headquarters. 

Platoon  Sergeants  will  see  that  roll  books  are  entered  up  fully  by 
Octobar  7. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  3. 
Pharmaceutical   Society  of  Great  Britain.— Meetioc  of  Council., 
11  a.m.    Opening  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  3  p.in. 

THURSDAY,  October  4. 

Projrressive  Pharmacy  Club,— The  Meeting,  which  had  to  be  sub 
pended  owins  to  tlie  air  raid,  will  be  heid  at  3  p.m.  at  the  Club,  Arundel 
Hotel,  the  Embankment. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17.  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmacentical  Jonrnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceatical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  In  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  veekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  In 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Bussia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES: 
EDITOB:  CENTBAL  13413. 

Society :  Museum  3226. 
Publishers :  Holborn  174. 


TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 
EDITOB:  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON.' 

Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 
Publishers:  " Pharmads,  London.' 


EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFHCE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

Discontinnance  of  the  Snpply  of  Mineralised  Spitit  Except  for 
War  Purposes. 

We  learn  from  an  authoritative  source  that  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions  has  decided  that  the  supply  of  mineralised  spirit  must 
be  discontinued  save  for  exclusively  war  purposes.  Consequently 
all  licensed  retail,  dealers  ip  methylated  spirit,  including  chemists 
who  sell  it  for  burning  purposes,  can  no  longer  obtain  supplies. 
As  regard."!  industrial  spirit,  methylators  will  only  be  allowed 
to  deliver  the  spirit  where  ^Hey  are  satisfied  it  is  to  be  used  for 
•war  purposes  or  in  the  composition  of  essential  medicinal  pre- 
paa-ations.  It  will  not  be  siipplied  for  toilet  requisites  or  the 
manufacture  of  perfumes  or  essences.  Moreover,  mineralised 
and  industrial  spirit  can  only  be  sold  by  methylators  on  the 
production  of  a  Class  A  certificate. 

Calcium  Carbide. 
The  Ministry  of  Munitions  is  taking  possession  of  all  calcium 
carbide  in  the  United  Kingdom,  except  the  stock  of  persons 
who  So  not  own  more  than  half  a  hundredweight.  Monthly 
returns  of  stocks  and  dealings  must  be  made  to  the  Controller 
of  Non-Ferrous  , Materials  Supply,  AM2/H,  Hotel  Victoria, 
Northumberland  Avenue,  London,  W.C. 2. 

'  British  Pharmacentical  Codex '  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical 
Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and  Students.' 

Copies  of  the  '  Codex,'  for  which  there  is  a  sustained  and 
•tesu^  demand,  can  now  be  had  bound  up  with  the  Supplement 
at  lis.  post  free ;  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book,'  an 
increasingly  popular  pubhcation,  containing  a  wealth  of  compact 
And  convenient  information,  as  well  for  the  practising  pharmacist 
M  for  the  ertudent  of  pharmacy,  now  in  its  seventh  edition, 
will  be  forwarded  post  free  for  23.  3d.  Orders  enclosing  remit- 
tances should  be  addressed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press,  17, 
Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  who  are  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  aa-e  requested  to 
oommunicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
keep  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  class. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

BRACKEN  AS  A  SOURCE  OF  POTASH. 

In  July  of  this  year  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland 
issued  a  leaflet  (No.  39)  directing  attention  to  the  value  of 
bracken  as  a  source  of  potash,  and  giving  instructions  for  the 
time  of  cutting  the  plant,  drying  and  harvesting,  stacking  and 
burning,  bagging  of  the  ash,  its  properties,  and  the  yield 
and  utilisation  of  the  ash  as  majiure.  The  leaflet  states  that 
the  ash  should  contain  between  30  per  cent,  and  40  per 
cent,  of  potash  soluble  in  water,  the  potassium  being  in  com- 
bination as  sulphate,  chloride,  and  carbonate.  When  the 
growth  is  thick  and  vigorous  it  requires  from  four  to  five 
acres  of  fully  stocked  bracken  land  to  yield  one  ton  of  ash, 
compared  with  from  seven  to  ten  acres  when  the  growth  is 
sparse.  With  the  market  value  of  potash  at  123.  6d.  per 
unit,  the  price  of  the  ash  would  be  between  £18  and  £25 
per  ton.  In  a  recent  letter  in  the  Scotsman,  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  the  well-known    authority  agrioultura  and 

forestry,  referring)  to  Leaflet  39,  states  that  some  bracken 
sent  by  him  from  Scotland  had  been  examined  in  the 
Research  Laboratories  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  by 
Professor  Greenish,  and  subjoins  Professor  Greemah's 
report  of  the  analysis,  which  is  to  the  following  effect :  The 
air-dried  fern  yields  4-82  per  cent  of  a  nmriy  white  ash,  and 
this  contains  41.5  per  cent,  of  potash  (K,0).  The  dmed  fern 
itself  would  therefore  yield  2  per  cent,  of  potash,  or  hity 
tons  of  the  fern  would  vield  about  241  tons  of  ash,  in  which 
there  would  be  about  one  ton  of  potash.  For  practical 
purposes  it  may  be  assumed  that  fifty  tons  of  the  dried 
fern  would  yield  an  ash  containing  one  ton  of  potash- 
Bracken  fern  collected  by  Professor  Greenish  on  the 
sandy  soil  of  the  Surrey  hills,  near  Dorking,  yielded 
an  ash  containing  practically  the  same  percentage  of 
potash  as  the  Scottish  sample.  According  to  figures  quoted 
from  Thorpe-s  'Dictionary  of  Chemistry,'  the  percentage  of 
potash  in  the  ash  of  various  vegetable  substances  exhibits  a 
wide  range  from  6  per  cent,  in  potato  tops  to  50  per  cent 
in  potatoes,  beet,  mangold,  and  turnip.  Professor  Greemsh 
doubts  whether,  as  a  source  of  p(*ash,  the  fern  could 
compete  with  other  sources,  but  the  ash  deiuved 
from  burning  it  would  form  a  valuable  potash  manure,  in 
commenting  in  appreciative  terms  on  Professor  Greenish  s 
report  which  is  a  practical  proof  of  the  seasonable  scientific 
service  of  which  the  Society's  Research  Laboratory  is  capable. 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  while  now  convinced  that,  as  a  source 
of  potash,  bracken  cannot  compete  with  the  new  method  oS 
the  extraction  of  potassium  compounds  from  felspar,  is  con- 
fident that  the  value  of  the  burnt  ash  would  go  a  considerable 
way  to  indemnify  farmers  for  the  cost  of  cuttmg,  drying,  and 
burning  it,  besides  having  the  advantage  of  cleamng  the  land 
from  the  plague  of  bracken,  which  in  many  places  so  seriously 
lessens  its  grazing  capacity.  In  this  way  f --^^^^^^^^ 
a  valuable  fertiUser  from  burnt  bracken  should  encourage 
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fiystematic  war  ugainst  a  most  ))ernicious  weed,  which,  as 
Professor  (Jreenish  understands,  would  be  eradicated  after 
1}iree  successive  cuttings. 


THE  INAUGURAL  SESSIONAL  ADDRESS. 

A  RETROSPECTIVE  survey  of  the  long  series  of  forty-nine 
Inaugural  Sessional  Addresses  from  the  date  of  their  incep- 
tion in  that  nnnvti  rriticuK  1868  is  iii«<tructive  not  only  as  an 
historic  study,  but  also  because  of  the  sidelights  it  .sheds  on 
the  doctrine  and  personality  of  the  men  who  delivered  them. 
The  study  has  its  melancholy  side,  .since  the  reading  of  such 
discour.ses  resembles  too  suggestively  the  scanning  of  epitaphs 
on  tomtetones.  It  is  not  merely  that  in  so  many  cases  the 
.speaker  has  passed  into  the  unsearchable  silence  of  death 
and  is  little  more  than  a  name,  or  the  shadow  of  one,  to 
the  ipresent  day  and  generation.  But  the  discourse  itself, 
lacking  as  it  does  the  dramatic  spirit  and  action  of  the 
Jiving  voice  and  presence,  is  often  little  better  than  a  raput 
mortttum.  Frequently,  too,  the  thought  and  sentiment  seem 
almost  antiquated  or  sophistical  to  us  who,  as  we  are  fain 
to  believe,  have  advanced  so  far  beyond  the  standpoint  and 
.«<tandards  of  the  Victorian  Age.  Neverthele.ss,  there  is 
abiding  truth,  wisdom,  and  goodness  in  the  mes-sage  of  some 
oi  these  voices  of  the  past,  and  an  occasional  intimate  touch 
in  a  turn  of  thought  and  speech  which  reveal  to  us  the  man 
in  his  manner  as  he  lived.  Perhaips  the  most  striking  charac- 
teristic of  the  earlier  addresses  between  1868  and  1880  is 
their  coipiou.s  and  ornate  eloquence,  poetical  embellishment, 
and  homiletical — nay,  almost  .sermonising — ^tone.  Many  of 
them  also — ^Henry  Deane's  deliverance  in  1869  par  excellence 
— are  perfervid  pleae  for  the  uses  and  graces  of  classical  cul- 
ture, and  nearly  aU  of  them,  as  befitted  the  occasion  and 
the  audience,  descant  upon  the  nature,  scope,  and  possibili- 
ties of  pharmaceutical  education.  There  is  necessai'ily  some 
repetition  of  ideas  and  general  community  of  ideals  as  to 
this  subject,  and  in  several  instances  the  latter  tend  to  be 
academic  or  speculative  rather  than  wane  and  realisable.  Cut, 
on  the  whole,  the  theme  is  handled  with  .sympathy  and  judg- 
ment, which  indicate  ijidependent  thinking  and  conviction. 
We  do  not  recommend  a  course  of  reading  of  Inaugural  Ad- 
dresses to  anyone  whose  perplexing  task  it  is  to  select  a  sub- 
ject for  one.  Such  a  procedure  would  inevitably  bemuse  the 
reader,  and  tend  to  make  his  discourse  a  mere  echo  of  the 
mind  and  tradition  of  the  past.  It  is  impossible  to  break 
away  wholly  from  the  past,  but  it  is  better  to  err  on  the  side 
of  severance  from  it  than  to  fall  into  the  opposite  extreme 
of  ancestor-worship.  And  it  is  far  better  to  express  one's 
individuality  spontaneously,  even  if  falliibly,  than  to  merge 
it  in  the  authority  of  tradition  and  custom.  This  is  the  key 
note  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison's  thoughtful  and  inspir- 
ing address,  and  admirably  expressee  his  own  philosai>hy  of 
life  and  conduct  in  general,  and  also  in  its  .special  applica- 
tion to  the  pharmacist  and  pharmaceuticail  affairs.  That  he 
is  a  man  of  reflection  as  well  as  of  action  was  proved  long 
.since  by  his  aiticles  in  the  Journal  on  the  intellectual  and 
economic  cor^diticns  and  requirements  of  pharmacy,  and  the 
lesults  of  his  observation  and  meditation  on  these  issues, 
matured  and  clarified  by  a  fuller  e.xperience,  are  set  forth 
with  characteristic  directness  and  logical  force  under  the 
threefold  division  of  his  address.  It  is  certain  that  if  the 
businejis  interests  of  phannacj-  are  to  be  conserved  and  ad- 
vanced organisation  on  intelligent,  comprehensive,  and  con- 
sistent lines  is  the  supreme  need  of  the  immediate  future. 
There  must,  ;us  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison  urges,  be  an  end 
of  the  old  haphazard  fjolicy,  which  will  have  to  yield  to 
thoroughgoing     concentration    of    energy    and  .systematic 


specialisation  of  function,  with  a  view  to  development  . 
Imperialistic  and  international  lines,  an  adaptation  of  wli 
the  interdependent  sciences  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy  . 
readily  capable.    But  to  prepare  and  qualify  itself  for  t 
wider  .sphere  of  activity  and  efiBoiency,  pharmacy  stands  !i 
pressing,  need  of  higher  education,  not  in  the  rigidly  .u  .i 
demic,  h\ii  in  the  more  elastic  and  modifiable  technical  >  " 
ception  of  the  term.    Unless  S(j>eedy  provision  is  made 
ensure  such  an  equipment,  pharmacy  and  the  pharmacist  - 
fail  to  take  the  place  for  which  the  past  history  and  achir 
ment  of  the  one.  and  the  status  and  service  of  the  otli' 
antecedently  desig^iate  them.    To  neglect  this  requirement 
as  if  one  were  to  ignore  the  handwriting  on  the  wall, 
for  the  future,  ■without  being  an  irrational  optimist,  Lk 
tenant-Colonel  Harrison  forecasts  vast  possibilities  and  pro 
bilities  amounting  to  a  strong  presumption  in  favour  of 
immense  expansion  on  an  enduring  basis  of  the  internal 
.sources  of  the  British  Empire  and  of  economic  and  ot ! 
relations  with  its  Allies,  in  whiih  science,  as  the  servant 
and  permanent  guarantor  for  the  peace  of  the  world  and 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  mankind,  will  heal  the  woui 
and  redress  the  havoc  wrought  by  this  ghastly  war,  and 
us  a  new  and  better  world  wherein  shall  dwell  Knowlexige, 
Truth,  and  Righteou.'iness. 


SCIENTIFIC  AND  TECHNICAL. 

Neutral  Distilled  Water  for  Micro  Work. 

The  interference  with  stains  by  distilled  water  which  is  not 
absolutely  neutral  is  a  familiar  trouble  to  microscopists.  This  may 
be  avoided  by  treating  ordinary  distilled  water  with  silver  carbo- 
nat(^  or  oxide,  and  redistilling  it. — L.  Tribondoau  (J.  Phnm. 
Chim...  1917,  15,  362) 


Potato  Rot. 

Fuaai-ium  oxj/sporvm,  F.  rudicicola,  and  F.  eoerulcum  are  found 
to  destjoy  the  sucrose  and  reducint;  sugars,  pentosans,  osd 
galactane  of  the  potato  tuber,  while  leaving  practically  un- 
touched the  starch,  methyl  pentosans,  and  crude  fibre.  These 
least  digestible  portions  occur  in  greatest  quantity  in  the  ekin 
and  cortical  regions  of  the  tuber,  thus  forming  a  protection 
from  fungal  infection.  F.  oxysporum  and  F.  radicieola  are 
found  to  secrete  the  four  enzymes — sucraee,  maltase,  xynanase, 
and  diastase. — L.  A.  Hawkins  (Jour.  Agiic.  Itcsearch,  6ri8'!-196, 
1916,  ex  Hot.  Oaz..  LXITI.,  p.  88,  1917). 


Intravenous  Administration  of  Sulphur. 

Lu  order  to  obtain  the  maximum  therapeutic  eflect  of  sulphur, 
it  sliould  be  given  hypodemiically,  preferably  by  int.rave<noii« 
injection,  into  the  gluteal  region,  in  the  same  manner  as  insoluble 
mercurial  salts  are  adniinifitered.  For  this  purpose  an  oily 
fiolution  is  to  be  preferred.  Sesame  oil  is  recommended  as  a 
suitable  vehicle.  The  following  is  the  formula  recommended 
for  the  injection : — Puro  precipitated  sulphur,  0'20  Gm. ; 
eucalyptol,  20  mils;  sesame  oil.  80  mils.  From  2  to  5  mils  )•! 
injected  alowly.  The  pain  occasioned  is  but  very  slight,  and  the 
doee  is  well  tolerated. — L.  Bory  and  A.  Jaoquot  {J.  Pharm. 
Chim.,  1917,  15,  360). 


Saw  Palmetto  Fruit  for  Improving;  Brandy. 

The  fruit  of  the  saw  palmetto,  Serenoa  Serrulata,  is  stated  to 
be  one  of  the  so-called   "  bonificateurs "  used  to  improve  the 
flavour  of  brandy.    It  contains  over  26  per  cent,  of  fat  with  the 
very  high  a<^-id  value  of  2014.    This  fat  is  soluble  in  alcohol,  and 
contains  75  per  cent,  of  free  fatty  acids,  chiefly  caproio,  oaprylic, 
and  capric  acids.    In  addition  to  these,  an  ester-forming  enzym-' 
is  present,  which  is  capable  of  producing  esters  of  alcohols  from 
the  fatty  acids.    The  value  of  the  fruit  as  a  "  bonificateur  ' 
depends,  therefore,  on  the  simultaneous  presence  of  the.se  t.  ■ 
constituents.    It  is  known  that  oil  of  cognac  contains  consi<l' 
able  quantities  of  ethyl  caprate  and  allied  esters.    Doubtless  i 
formation  of  these  esters  in  a  poor  brandy  would  improve  t 
bouquet  under  certa,in  conditions.    The  use  of  the  fruit  is  c< 
•idered  to  be  objectionable  since  it  enables  a  fictitious  value  »o 
he  attaohed  to  &  low-grade  product. — C.  Griebel  and  B.  Bai£<'« 
{Ziits.  .Xahr.  G' Hti-^mitl.  ;   Chun.  Abstr.,  1917,  II,  1247). 
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THE  PRELECTOR  OF  THE  INAUGURAL  SESSIONAL  ADDRESS. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  E.  F.  HARRISON.  C.M.G. 


WHEN  tlio  Society's  School  of  Pharmacy  -was  opened 
for  the  first  session  in  September,  1843,  an  intro- 
ductory   lecture    on    •"  Materia    Medica   and  Phar- 
macology "  was  given  by  Dr.  Pereira,  whose  memory 
i:?  perpetuated  by  his  monumental  treatise  on  that  subject,  and 
by  the  medal  which  hears  his  name.    Thereafter,  until  1867, 
the  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  School 
were  austerely  confined  to  tfhe  business  of  the  reading  of  the 
leporte  of  the  examinations  for  the  School  prizes  and  the 
liistribution  of  the  latter  by  the  President  for  the  time  being, 
aad  the  only  element  of  human 
interest   and    sympathy   in  the 
function  consisted  in  the  kindiy 
word  of  commendation  and  en- 
couragement   uttered    by  tht- 
President    in    presenting  each 
prize,    and    the   manifest  pride 
and    gratification    of    the  re- 
cipients.   In  1867  Thomas  Hyde 
Hills,  then  Vice-President,  and 
afterwards  President  (1873-1876), 
c-onceived  the  happy  innovation 
of  briefly  addressing  the  students 
in  an  impromptu  speech,  which 
recounted  in  the  form  of  an  out- 
line of  his  own  career  some  ex- 
periences  and    observations  by 
which    he    hoped    they  might 
prc£t.    And  this  new  departure 
waa  so  well  received  that  the 
Council  of  that  day  were  em- 
boldened to  venture  on  the  ex- 
periment of  a  set  "  Introductory 
Address."    In  the  opening  pas- 
sages of  the  Inaugural  Address 
which  he  gave  in  1882,  Joseph 
Ince,    with    a  characteristically 
▼ivacious  and  pictui-esque  touch, 
-'"i-  describes  the  advent  of  the 
feature,  which  was  destined 
become    an    attractive  and 
uiSuential      institution  : — "  Fro- 
quent  representations  had  been 
made  that  London  not  only  had 
the   lion's    share   of  executive 
administration,  but  the  chief  talk 
»t  the  evening  meetings,  and 
generally  floated  at  the  surface 
of  affairs.    The  country  was  left 
comparatively  in  the  shade.  .  .  . 
CJertain     Councillors    held  the 
opinion  .    .    .    that  if  good  men 
and  truo  were  invited  from  the 
provinces  to  address  a  Ijondon 
audience  on  some  state  occasion, 
it  would  be  an  excellent  arrange- 
ment.    So  originated  this  cere- 
monial, and  never  shall  I  forget 
she  eventful  evening  of  October  7,  1868.    Would  the  thing  prove 
a  failure?   It  was  to  be  a  gala  night,  successful  candidates  were 
to  receive  their  prizes,  fathers  and  mothers  were  to  rejoice  over 
their  sons'  success ;  Jadiea  were  no  longer  to  be  excluded  from 
tlie  circle,  but  by  sharing  were  to  increase  immeasurably  the 
rtodenta'  happiness.    But  would  the  fair  sex  fail  to  come,  and 
viUA  precipitate  a  collapse,  or  would  the  lecture  fall  on  ir- 
re^wnaive  ears?    Everything  wont  off  as  brightly  as  sunshine, 
aad  the  lecturer  was  quite  himself— no  higher  praise  can  be 
■  magined."  Henry  B.  Brady,  a  master  in,  and  one  of  the  makers 
0*,  modern  pharmacy,  led  off  on  the   subject  of    "  Pharmacy 
Ethical  and  Social  Aspects,"  and  in  the  following  decade 
•    Ju  prolectoTS  includes  such  names  of  historic  renown 

m  pfharmacy  as  tliose  <A  Henrv  Deane,  .John  Mackay,  Schacht, 
W.  W.  Stoddart.  G.  W.  Sandford,  R.  W.  Giles,  C.  Ekin  B  S 
Proctor.  Wm.  SouthalJ,  Octavius  Corder,  and  W.  Tilden.  In 
,1380,  f<->r  the  first  time,  the  speaker  was  a  meflical  man,  and 
■Porn  .that  time  onwards,  out  of  thirty -seven  addresses,  twenty- 
Mven  were  delivered  by  repreflentative  men  of  science',  such  as 
Ptof.  Mi<;hael  Foster,  W.  T.  Thistleton  Dver.  Prof,  (now  Sir) 


James  Dewar,  Sir  Henry  W.  Acland,  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  Sir 
Edwaird  H.  Sieveking,  Sir  T.  Lauder  Brimton,  Sir  J.  Crichton 
Urowne,  Prof.  Leech,  Kir.  Wm.  Ramsay,  Dr.  A.  P.  Luff, 
Sir  Boverton  Redwood,  Prof.  Raphael  Meldola,  and  Sir  Rickman 
Godlee.  Of  the  remaining  prelectors,  who  either  were  phar- 
macists or  had  some  connection  with  it,  the  more  notable  were 
Dr.  C.  Symes,  Joseph  Inoe,  Michael  Carteighe,  Joseph  Wilson 
Swan,  F.  Harwood  Lescher,  Prof.  Alex.  Tschirch,  J.  Rymer 
Young,  Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  and  Edmund  White.  It  is  altogether 
to  the  credit  of  the  Society  that  it  should,  over  a  long  period  of 

years,  have  been  so  eclectic  in 
"having  as  its  guests  for  this 
function  so  large  a  proportion  of 
lion  -  pharmaceutical  men  of 
science.  It  is  one  of  the  many 
proofs  of  the  breadth  of  view  and 
of  the  fraternal  spirit  on  this  and 
on  other  sides  of  the  Society  that 
its  policy  has  always  been  con- 
ceived and  carried  out  on  liberal, 
and  even  generous,  lines,  which 
have  merited  a  better  return 
than  has  sometimes  been  vouch- 
safed to  it.  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  obviously  desirable  that  in 
the  future,  whenever  possible, 
men  or  women  directly  repre- 
sentative of  some  branch  of 
plharmacy.  or  having  some 
interest  in  it,  should  have  a  pre- 
ference as  prelectors  of  the  In- 
augural  Sessional  Address,  and  it 
is  therefore  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction that  we  hail  the  return 
to  the  earher  rule  in  the  action 
of  the  iCouncil  in  securing  the 
services  for  this  office  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Harrison,  who  is  emi- 
nentlv  and  admirably  qualified 
alike  "by  talent,  training,  and  ex- 
perience, to  perform  an  always 
difficult  task  with  conspicuous 
ability  and  acceptance.  _  Wfiile 
we  are  not  entitled  to  claim  that 
he  has  readhed  his  present  high, 
responsible,  and  honourable  posi- 
tion solelv  in  virtue  of  his  quali- 
fication and  knowledge  as  a 
pharmacist,  since  in  any  line  ot 
life  his  capacity,  industr.y,  and 
force  of  character  would  in- 
fallibly have  carried  him  far, 
there  is  a  reasonable  presump- 
tion that  his  training  and  dis- 
cipline in  pharmacy  are  to  be 
reckoned  with  as  formative 
factore  in  the  development  of 
the  scientific  culture  and  technique  for  which  he  is  so  remark- 
alble.  And,  as  we  know  from  his  own  public  utterances,  he 
himself  readily  and  gratefuUy  acknowledges  his  indebtedness 
and  allegiance  to  his  Alma  Matei-. 

Edward  Frank  Harrison  was  educated  at  the  United  West- 
minster Schools,  and  in  1884  became  an  apprentice  in  a  phaj;- 
macy  in  North  London.  Upon  the  expiry  of  apprenticeship 
he  fl/cted  for  a  time  as  assistant  and  locum  tenens  in  various 
places.  In  1890  he  gained  one  of  the  two  Bell  Scholarships 
and  entered  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  as  a  .student  there 
was  in  1891  awarded  medals  and  certificates  in  dhernistry, 
botany,  and  materia  medica.  He  passed  both  the  Qualifying 
and  the  Major  examination  in  that  year,  and  entered  the 
Society's  Research  Laboratory  at  Bloomsbury_  Square.  For  a 
time  ihe  was  demonstrator  in  botany,  then  assistant  lecturer  in 
chemistry  and  physics  in  the  School,  and  demonstrator  in  the 
Research  Laboratory,  where  he  was  engaged  in  research  for 
three  years,  chiefly"  on  the  alkaloids  of  aconite.  During  this 
period  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  London  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation, occupying  in  turn  the  ofiBce  of  Secretary  and  President, 
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and  he  also  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society.  He 
next  joined  the  staff  of  Brady  and  Martin,  of  Newcastle,  and 
remained  with  them  for  five  years,  during  which  time  he  studied 
for  and  took  the  B.Sc.  (Lond.).  Following  on  a  term  of  six 
years  as  head  of  the  analytical  department  of  Burroughs.  Well- 
come and  Co.  Mr.  Harrison,  in  1905,  went  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  C.  E.  Sage,  in  the  Central  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  for 
analytical  practice,  until  the  growth  of  the  analytical  and  con- 
sulting work  led  to  a  severance  of  the  partnership.  In  the 
meantime,  Mr.  Harrison  had  become  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Chenjistry,  and  since  then  has  been  in  practice,  specialising 
in  the  analysis  of  druga  and  medicinal  substances,  for  the  first 
few  years  alone,  and  later  with  Mr.  P.  A.  W.  Self.  As  analyst 
to  the  British  Medical  Association  Mr.  Harrison  was  responsible 
for  most  of  the  analyses  of  proprietary  articles  published  in 
■  Secret  Remedies '  and  '  More  Secret  Remedies,'  and  in  the 
Parliamentary  inquiry  brought  about  by  these  disclosures,  which 
took  the  form  of  a  Special  Committee,  Mr.  Harrison  was  one 
of  the  principal  witnesses.  He  was  for  several  years  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales,  has  been 
a  Vice-President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  since 
1914,  and  was  an  invaluable  member  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Codex  Revision  Committee.  Soon  after  the  outbreak 
of  war.  Mr.  Harrison  enrolled  as  a  special  constable  and  volun- 
teer (Inns  of  Court  Reserve  Corps).  Later  he  joined  the  Royal 
FusOiers  (Sportsmen's  Battalion)  as  private,  transferred  to  the 
Royal  Engineers  as  a  corp>oral,  was  commissioned  as  a  lieutemnt 
in  the  general  list,  became  engaged  in  investigations  rendered 
necessary  by  the  development  of  chemical  warfare,  was  pro- 
moted major  in  1916,  lieutenant-colonel  in  January,  1917,  and 
C.M.G.  in  July,  1917,  and  is  now  head  of  a  large  department  of 
research  and  supply. 

Space  does  not  permit  of  an  adequate  aocrtunt  or  estimate  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison's  labours  in  and  contributions  to 
pharmaceutical  and  chemical  science,  which  are  remarkable  alike 
in  range,  volume,  and  practical  value.  His  papers  on  these  sub- 
jects appearing  in  'The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  between  1891 — • 
when,  as  Bell  Scholar,  the  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Melting  Point 
of  Citric  Acid  "  before  the  School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Asso- 
ciation— and  1913,  when  Ihe  wrote  on  "  The  Analytical  Constants 
of  Extract  of  Male  Fern,"  number  no  less  than  seventy-one, 
and  are  nearly  all  records  of  results  of  original  research,  some 
of  which,  e.g..  the  tests  proposed  by  him  for  the  estimation 
of  the  diastasic  strength  of  extract  of  malt,  are  now  in  general 
use  as  the  best  and  most  reliable  hitherto  discovered  for  the 
Durpose.  The  intimate  and  sympathetic  connection  of  Lieu- 
tenant^olonel  Harrison  with  student  life  and  work  in  phar- 
macy, which  gained  for  him  the  esteem  and  affectionate  regard 
of  his  students  in  1804,  was  commemorated  by  a  presentation 
to  him  in  recognition  of  his  services  in  various  capacities  upon 
his  departure  for  Newcastle,  when  Professor  Attfield,  who  made 
the  presentation,  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  his  assistants 
character  and  work.  And  from  another  side  the  tie  was  renewed 
when  from  1905  until  1908  the  former  member  of  the  School 
staff  so  ably  and  instnictivelv  conducted  through  the  pages  of 
the  Journal  th !  Practical  Chemistry  Competition,  which  has 
always  proved  such  a  wholesome  stimulus  and  practical  help 
to  the  student  of  pharmacy. 


©RGANISATION  OF  BUSINESS,  EDUCATIONAL 
STANDARDS,  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE 
RESOURCES   OF  THE   BRITISH  EMPIRE.* 

BY    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL    E.     F.    HARRISON,  C.M.G. 

Before  commencing  tihe  few  remarks  wihioh  I  am  privi- 
leged to  make  to  you  to-day,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  honour  they 
have  done  me  in  asking  mo  to  give  the  address  at  the 
opening  of  this  session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  I  know 
of  only  one  qualification  that  I  have  for  the  position,  and 
that  is  my  affection  for  tihe  School;  as  an  apprentice  and  a 
junior  aeeistant  I  had  a.  steady  ambition  to  be  a  student  in 
this  School,  which  was  only  possible  to  me  if  I  oould  win  one 
of  the  scholarships  whidh  enable  one  to  enter  without  paying 
fche  fees;  and  during  the  twemty-six  years  tJiat  have  passed 
eince  I  sat  on  those  benches  as  a  student  in  the  School,  I  have 
alwia.jiB  retained  the  warmest  feelings  of  affection  for  m.y  old 
alma  mater,  and  althougli  nwt  practising  pharmacy  I  have 
never  ceased  to  wish  it  well. 

Education  the  Traditional  Subject. 

It  is  inevitable  and  right  that  the  addresses  delivered  on 

•  Inaugural  sessional  address  delivered  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Harrison, 
C.M.G.,  at  the  opening  of  tbe  seventy-gixtb  session  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  on  October  3,  1917. 


these  inaugural  ocoasionis  should  deal  lan-geJy  with  education. 
You  will  not  expect  from  mo,  however^  any  pronouncement 
on  education  from  an  academic  standpom't,  in  the  first  place 
because  I  am  not  oomipetent  to  make  one,  and  secondly  because 
of  tihe  special  ciroumstanoos  of  the  ipresent  time. 

It  is  Weill  recognised  by  everyone  that  this  huge  and  um- 
precedented  wao-  ibas  oreiited  a  new  situiation  in  regaird  to 
almost  everything,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  consider  any- 
thing at  all,  esipecially  to  attenupt  any  consideration  of 
prospects  for  the  future,  without  reference  to  the  results, 
present  and  prospeotdve,  of  the  war.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  in  addressing  an  audience  of  the  rising  generation 
of  pharmaoistB  I  cannot  do  better  tha.n  offer  a  few  suggestions 
on  what  appear  to  me  to  be  the  conditions  which  they  will  hav© 
to  meet  and  turn  to  account  in  following  their  ohosen  vocation. 
In  several  respects,  I  think,  the  effect  of  the  war  will  be  to 
accelerate  and  emphasise  changes  which  have  been  guiadually 
going  on  for  some  time,  and  I  propose,  therefore,  to  begin 
by  briefly  reviewing  some  of  these  changes. 

A  Triple  Text. 

What  I  am  ajbout  to  refer  to  in  particular  falls  rougihly 
under  three  heads  :  fir.s^  tlie  organisation  of  business ;  secondly, 
tflie  general  rise  in  educational  standards  and  the  increasing 
prominence  of  science  in  education  ;  thirdly,  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  Empire.  And  I  proiX)se  to  glance  at 
the  general  position  in  regard  to  these  matters,  at  what 
pharrnaoy,  viewed  as  a  whole,  ought  to  do  in  relation  to  them, 
and,  in  particular,  at  what  you,  present-diay  students  of 
pharmacy,  should  do  to  enable  you  to  take  your  part  ade- 
quately in  pharmacy  after  the  war. 

Organisation  in  Business. 

Ill  tracing  the  tendencies  which  I  think  will  be  intensified 
by  the  war,  I  m^ay  briefly  compare  the  iiosition  now  with 
what  it  was  when  I  was  first  in  pharmacy,  between  thirty 
and  thirty-five  years  ago.  At  that  time  it  was  still  antici- 
pated by  some  that  tbe  multiple-s'hop  firms  with  unqualified 
directors,  Whose  "drug  .stores"  were  appearing  in  so  many 
places,  would  be  disposed  of  by  an  Act  of  Parliameint  which 
shouHd  restore  to  the  individual  qualified  man  th©  sole  right 
to  keep  open  shop  for  the  purposes  described  in  the  then 
existing  Acts.  As  you  all  know,  when  legislation  did  come,  it 
did  not  have  this  effect  in  full ;  the  position  of  companies 
was  regularised  and  firmly  estaJbldshed,  but  with  such  safe- 
guardls  to  the  pulblic  as  are  involved  in  qualified  management 
of  every  shop.  On  the  whole,  the  compromise  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  sound  and  reasonable  one;  and  I  refer  to  the 
matter  now,  not  for  th©  sake  of  discussing  the  legislation,  but 
because  it  was  a  definite  step  in  the  inevitable  process  which 
has  been  going  on  and  which  is  sure  to  be  greatly  stimulated 
by  the  war,  the  growth  of  lorge^ale  organisation  in  both 
manufiacturing  and  retail  business.  As  you  prolbajbly  all  know 
during  recent  years  there  has  been  a  oonisiderable  amount  of 
amalgamation  among  wholesale  pharmaceutical  houses,  while 
nearly  all  the  existing  manufacturing  firms  have  grown  enor- 
mously in  magnitude  and  scope  of  operations,  so  that  probably  a 
dozen  houses  could  easily  be  named  who  employ  more  hundreds 
of  people  now  than  they  did  scores  tihiirtv  years  ago.  This 
process  of  large-scale  organisation  of  business  is  not  in  the 
least  confined  to  pharmacy ;  in  fact,  it  is  to  be  seen  on  a  far 
greater  scale  in  many  other  kinds  of  business.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  contested  that  it  is  an  inevitable  development, 
quite  indiependent  of  the  war,  but  the  sx>eoial  conditions  pro- 
duced by  the  war  have  necessitated,  and  will  neces.<5itate,  that 
it  should  be  ptished  to  far  greater  lengths.  My  personal 
opinion  is  that  one  of  the  most  important  problems  which 
civilisation  has  to  solve  is  how  to  secure  the  eoonomv  and 
efficiency  of  thorough  organisation  of  the  production  and 
distribution  of  commodities  of  all  sorts  with  the  highest  degree 
of  freedom  of  the  individual  in  his  capacity  as  a  producer 
as  well  as  in  his  capacity  as  a  consumer  and  ordinary  unit 
of  socieffcy. 

We  have  leamt  in  a  hundred  wa>-8  that  Gemmn  organisa- 
tion is  far  more  complete  than  our  own;  we  have  also  leamt, 
I  think,  and  possibly  the  German  is  beginning  to  learn  too, 
that  the  personal  initiative  and  originaJity  which  has 
flourished  under  our  method  of  less  organisation  is  of  still 
greater  value,  and  in  an  emer«fency  is^capable  of  developing 
organisation  of  a  high  order;  but  everyone  who  has  been 
concerned  with  the  organisation  of  oui-  resources  for  war  pur- 
poses has  felt  tLc'  enormous  handicap  of  our  previous  neglect 
of  organisation.  I  assert  without  hesitation,  therefore,  thet 
the  growth  of  organisation  in  busim-ss,  as  elsew'here,  will  be 
gieatly  accelerated,  and  there  is  not  the  alightest  reason  to 
sui>7X)se  that  pharmacy  will  be  exempt  from  the  effects  of  this 
tendency. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


AMEETIXiG  of  tlie  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  October  5,  Mr. 
EDurxD  White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  in  the  chair. 

Present : — ^Messrs.  Bilson,  Cuff,  Currie,  Deakin,  Gib- 
-Bon,  W.  H.  Gibson,  GifiFord,  Guthrie,  Hagon,  Hines,  JenkLn, 
Keall,  Neathercoat,  Parry,  RowseU,  Sargeant,  and  Skinner. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  August  1  were  read  and  con- 
'Armed. 

Absentees. 

Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs. 
Campkin,  Harrington,  and  Young.  The  President  reported 
that  Mr.  Harrington  had  been  rather  seriously  ill,  but  the 
Council  would  rejoice  to  learn  that  he  was  now  much  better. 

Congratulations  to  Sir  Herbert  Jackson. 

Referring  to  the  honour  of  K.B.E.,  with  which  Sir  Her- 
bert Jackson  (a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for 
England  and  Wales)  had  recently  been  invested,  the  Pbesi- 
DEST  said  he  felt  sure  the  Council  would  desire  to  offer  him 
hearty  congratulations  on  this  richly  deserved  distinction. 
'Professor  Jackson  was  a  very  modest  man,  but  his  command- 
ing talents,  unique  technical  skill,  and  powers  of  original 
research  and  exact  thought  would  carry  him  far  in,  any  line 
of  life.  As  they  were  all  aware,  he  had  rendered  scientific 
service  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  State  since  the  outbreak 
of  war.    And  in  respect  of  his  understanding  of  and  sym- 

fathy  with  educational  and  other  pharmaceutical  interests, 
e  had  a  special  claim  on  their  goodwill  and  appreciation. — 
The  President's  proposal  to'  send  a  letter  of  congratulation  to 
Sir  Herbert  Jackson  was  accepted  with  acclamation. 

Election  of  Members. 

Twenty-two  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for 
■fhe  current  year  were  elected  members  of  the  Society  {vide 
Appendix,  A,  p.  160). 

Election  of  Student-Associates. 

Twenty-one  persona  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for 
the  current  year  were  elected  student-associates  of  the  Society 
ivide  Appendix,  B). 

Restorations  to  the  Society. 
A  large  numiber  of  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society  on 
payment  of  the  current  year's  subscription. 

Restoration  to  the  Register. 

One  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  {vide  Appendix,  C). 

Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  Secbetaey  reported  that  aixty-seven  persons  had  been 
registered  as  apprentices  or  students  since  the  previous 
Council  meeting  {vide  Appendix,  D). 

Correspondence. 

The  following  communications  were  received,  and  referred 
■where  necessary  to  the  appropriate  Committees: — 

1.  From  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  suggesting  a  conference 
■on  the  use  of  the  title  ''  Chemist."  A  committee,  consisting 
■of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  to  be  accompanied  by  the 

Secretary,  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of 

the  Institute. 

2.  From  the  Red  Star  Society  asking  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  a  sutggested  scheme  for  the  provision  of  doctors 
and  chemists  for  the  assistance  of  civilians  in  air  raids.  This 
■was  remitted  for  further  inquiry. 

3.  From  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Care  Committee 
asking  the  assistance  of  the  Society  in  interesting  the  trade 
(wholeaale  and  retail)  in  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  Children  Fund. 
This  was  referred  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

4.  From  the  Boajrd  of  Education  respecting  the  establishment 
of  a  ^standing  Committee  to  represent  professionail  (bodies  on 
■the  Bx-hooU  Examination  Board.  The  Council,  on  the  sugges- 
■tion  of  the  Pkiwident,  accepted  the  Board  of  Education  pro- 
posals as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Standing  Committee,  a 
fcody   which,   the  President  explained,   would  serve    in  an 


eminent  degree  to  set  up  and  develop  closer  relationship 
between  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  professional  exarmning 
and  other  educatiionai  authorities,  with  consequent  simplific*- 
tion  and  uniform  standardisation  of   entrance  examinations. 

5.  From  the  Annual  Tables  of  Constants  and  Numerical  Data 
asking  for  a  continuance  of  the  sulbscriptions  fr^om  the  iSooiety 
made  during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  It  was  agreed  to 
renew  the  subeoription. 

6.  From  the  Bury  and  West  Suffolk  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion, forwarding  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Council  to  prees 
for  recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army. 

7.  From  the  Gloucester  Chemists'  Association,  conveying  a 
resolution  in  similar  terms  to  6.  It  was  exolained  that  t<he  suib- 
jeot  of  both  resolutions  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  representatives  of  the  War  Office  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society. 

8.  From  Councillor  A.  S.  Campkin,  Cambridge,  reporting 
that  in  regard  to  the  retailing  of  sulphate  of  copper  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  do  not  propose  to  take  any  action  relative  to  the 
price  of  the  compound  when  sold  by  retail  for  seed  dressing,  etc. 
The  question  raised  by  some  of  the  Local  Associations  has  thug 
been  settled. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Deakin,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Alderman  Campkin  for  his  services  in  this  connection. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  Treasureb,  in  moving  that  the  report  and  reoommenda- 
tion  of  the  Finance  Committee  {vide  .Aippendix,  E)  be  received 
and  adapted,  remarked  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  state- 
ment calling  for  special  comment.  All  the  balances  were  satas- 
faotory,  and  in  particular  those  to  the  credit  of  the  Benevo- 
lent, Donation,  and  Orphan  Funds. 

The  report  was  adopted.  Consequenitial  resolutions  were 
passed  authoidsinig  payments  in  respect  of  the  Bell  Scholar- 
ships, the  Hewlett  Exhibition,  and  the  Ransom  Research  Fellow- 
ship. 

Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Speaking  on  the  motion  that  the  report  and  recomrnendations 
of  the  Bemevolent  Fund  Committee  {vide  Appendix,  F)  be 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  grants  made,  Mr.  Bilsoh 
gratefully  acknowlledged  the  following 

Donations.  £    b.  d. 

F.  C.  Clayton,  Birmingham    iS  n 

J.  Lorimer,  Fin^bury   14  14  0 

Birmingfham  Pharmaceutical  Association    Sen 

Herbert  Knott,  Bolton   5  5,0 

Percy  Knott,  Boltton    ^  ^  y 

F.  J.  Martin,  Worthing    5   »  " 

W.  Woodward,  Ltd.,  Nottingiham    5   &  U 

Legacy.  £    s.  d. 

J.  J.  Petri*   •   44  15  9 

Special  Contributions.  £    b.  d. 

G.  R.  Stamipr  Wormiey   62  10  0 

Portsmouth  Pharraacislts'  Association    ^    <J  U 

Powell,    S.  '  R.,    Wegt    Halkin    Street,  S.W., 

"Amount  in  Collecting  Box"    ■   0  19  0 

G    S   V   Wills,  Clapiham,  "Amount  in  Colleot- 

ino-  Box"    0  14  6 

Blain'and  Hankinson,  Manchester,  "Collected  in 

Weighing  Machine"    0  14  b 

iMr  Bilson  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  this  time  of 
year  the  Committee  had  to  review  the  applications  of  candi- 
dates for  annuities.  They  were  again  recommending  that 
there  should  be  no  voting  papers  issued,  but  a  mcetingfOT 
the  election  of  candidates  would  be  held  m  December.  lUey 
were  in  the  gratifying  position  of  having  forty-one  annuitant 
on  their  list.  Of  the  donations  with  which  they  had  been 
favoured.  Alderman  Clayton's  was  remarkable  not  only  for  ite 
munificence  but  for  the  spirit  and  form  in  which  it  had  been 
conveyed.  Alderman  OlaytVn  was  an  old  student  of  the 
Society's  School  and  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Society.  A 
consequential  resolution  was  passed  autihorism^  the  ©lection,  in 
Docemlber,  without  contest,  of  ten  annuitants. 
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The  Secretaby  then  road  the  foHowinig  covering  letter  wbidi 
had  beeoi  received  along  with  the  Govcrnmervt  Bond:  — 

Alderman  Clayton's  Letieb. 
"Dear  Sir, — I  was  apii>reniticed  in  1869  to  the  fiirm  of 
llaimy  and  Reynolds,  of  Leeds,  and  in  1865  passed  the 
!Major  Examination  of  the  Pharmaoouitioal  Society,  of 
Whidi  I  still  continue  a  member.  My  connection  with 
ipihianniacy  ceased  shortly  aftecrwards,  but  as  I  atilil  oooa- 
sionally  look  througih  the  Journal  I  see  the  Benevolent 
Fund  is  a  very  useful  adjunct  to  tihe  work  of  the  Society. 
Por  '  Ajuld  Lang-  SjTie  '  I  ba.ve  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a 
Grovemment  Bond  for  the  Beoievolsinit  Fund,  receiipt  of 
\ybiclh  please  acknowledge.  Trusting  the  Fund  may  con- 
tinue to  be  a  blessing  to  some  of  the  poorer  members  in 
thedr  old  age,  I  am,  sincereily, 

"  Francis  C.  Clayton. 
"The  Secretary,  Plhan'maoeutical  Society." 

Tli<^  report  was  adopted.  > 

Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

The  President,  in  moving  ithc  adoption  of  the  report  (vide 
Appendix,  G),  explained  that  the  recommendation  to  suspend 
the  Bell  and  Manchester  iSoholarehips  ior  the  period  of  the 
war  was  due  to  several  cogent  considerations,  one  of  these 
being  the  interests  of  men  a/bsent  on  active  service.  In  order 
to  meet  any  legal  difficulties  incidental  to  such  a  step  they 
would  have  carefully  to  consider  in  what  way  the  suspension 
could  best  be  effected.  As  regards  the  proposed  laboratory 
course  in  microbiology,  there  had  only  been  three  entrants 
for  it,  a  result  undoubtedly  doie  to  the  impossibility  in  these 
time*,  of  attendance  by  pharmacists  at  a  class  on  three  con- 
secutive days.  Ab  their  object  was  to  test  the  suitability  of 
such  a  course  for  turning  out  students  competent  to  perform 
a  useful  and  efficient  part  as  "bacteriologists,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  course  should  be  proceeded  with.  And  as  there  was  ei\'i- 
dence  of  a  demand  for  a  course  not  requiring  attendance  in  the 
laboratory,  but  intermediate  'between  theory  and  practice,  it 
was  pi'oposed  to  institute  a  demonstmtion  course,  by  means  of 
which  students  could  make  an  actual  acquaintance  with  the 
materials  and  apparatus  used  in  bacteriological  technique. 
This  seemed  to  ibe  a  good  plan,  and  the  fee  for  the  course, 
which  would  probably  start  in  November,  might  be  fixed  at 
about  two  guineas. 

Mr.  Skinned,  who  said  he  had  always  taken  a  keen  in- 
terest in  the  subject,  feared  that  in  its  present  form  tiie 
undertaking  was  on  the  verge  of  failure.  In  his  opinion  the 
mitial  course  was  too  popular.  If  the  proposed  demonstration 
course  was  to  be  of  any  real  value  they  must  see  to  it  that  a 
well-considerod  and  comprehensive  syllabus  was  dra^vn  up.. 

Mr.  Jenkin  said  he  did  not  diink  it  was  necessary  to  design 
the  course  so  as  to  turn  out  expert  bacteriologists.  It  oug'ht 
to  suffice  if  the  instruction  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  give 
pharniacisis  a  good  general  knowledge  of  the  theory  and 
technique  of  the  science.  He  cordially  supported  the  proposal 
for  the  .(Ifmonstration  course,  but  would  venture  to  add  that, 
if  feasibl students  should  be  admitted  in  relays  to  the  labora- 
tory to  witness  some  of  the  operations  there. 

The  report  was  put  paragraph  by  paragra.ph  and  passed. 

Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  President  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
adopted. 

The  report  was  put,  paragraph  by  pa/ragraph,  and  passed. 

Proposed  Executive  Committee  for  Consultative  Purposes. 

Mr.   Skinner's  Motion. 

Mr.  Skinner,  in  moving  "That  it  is  desirable  to  set  up  an 
executive  committee  for  consultative  purposes  in  dealing  with 
questions  arising  between  the  various  meetings  of  Council," 
stated  that  the  advisableness  of  suoh  an  arrangement  had 
been  brought  forcibly  home  to  him  by  some  recent  experiences 
while  on  a  sort  of  'busman's  hoUday  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  There  was  still  a  feeling  that  London  received  too 
much  attention,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  onerous 
nature  of  a  President's  duties  make  it  impossible  for  most 
proviiicia!  members  of  the  Council  to  accept  that  office.  In 
his  view  it  would  lie  an  all-round  gain  if  by  means  of  a 
committee  on  the  lines  indicated  in  his  motion  the  President 
and  Vice-President  were  relieved  of  part  of  the  burden,  and 
the  labour  and  respoasibility  were  more  equitably  appor- 
tioned. At  present  members  of  Council  had  little  practical 
knowledge  of  administrative  or  executive  afifaire,  and  work 
on  such  a  committee  would  be  an  admirable  training  school 
for  them  as  future  Presidents  and  Vice-Presidents. 

Mr.  HiNES  said  that  even  in  his  short  experience  of  Council 


work  it  had  been  borne  in  on  bim  tliat  tliere  was  much  need 
of  some  such  body  as  Mr.  Skinner  suggested.  He  formally 
seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CtTiRiE,  speaking  as  a  provincial  memiber  and  a  former 
Vice-President  of  .the  Society,  did  not  see  the  least  necessity 
for  suoh  an  executive.    He  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BiLSON,  who  said  that  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
proposal  had  overlooked  the  customary  procedure  under  which 
the  President  and  Vice-President  acted  in  a  oonsultatixo 
capacity  between  Council  meetings,  an  arrangement  whiih 
had  always  worked  well,  seconded  the  amendment. 

On  a  show  of  hiands  the  amendment  was  carried,  only 
the  mover  and  .seconder  of  the  substantive  motion  voting 
against  it. 

This  fdiicliided  the  public  business. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORTS   AND    LISTS    REFERRED   TO   IN  THE 
PROCEEDINGS    OF  COUNCIL. 


A.— Election  of  Members. 


The  following  persons  were  elected  members  of  the  Society:— 

Harris,  Dorothy';  Handsworth. 
Langley,  Frank  C. ;  Acton 
Lanham,  Hedley  George  ;  Hove 
tiunn,  Thomas  Wilmot;  Worcester 
Owens,  James;  Coundon 


Bate,  Alexander ;  Lancaster 
Booth,  Alfred;  North  Finchley 
Brownbill,  Kate  Elizabeth  ;  Leeds 
Clegg,  John  James  ;  South  Shields 
Cohen,  Joe ;  Leeds 
Doo,  Harold  Emile  ;  Dudley 
Pirth,  Norman  Victor ;  Saltburn 
Foubister,  William ;  Peterhead 
Fox,  Lucy;  Boughton 
Frankieh,  C.  T.;  Clapham 


Popple,  Grace ;  North  Finohley 
Sargent,  Irene  M. :  Brixton. 
Stuart,  Ellen  ;  Camden  Town 
Thomas,  Alfred ;  Clapham. 
Thompson,  Louisa;  Bolton 


Whitehill,  P«ter  W.;  Helensburgh 
B.— Election  of  Student-Associates. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  student-associates  of  the 

Society:  — 

Billington,  John  Edwin  ;  Sheffield 
Coleman,  R.E.;  Wolverhampton 
Cooper,  John  William;  Bradford 
Coulson,  James  Arthur;  Preston 
Dottridge,  Sophia;  Chipstead 
Eastwood,  Geo.  Hamilton ;  Leeds, 
Griffiths,  Hilda  Winifred;  Pentre 
Hannant,  Raymond  C;  Gopleston 
Higgins,  Gerald  Sutton  ;  Porthcawl 
Hnyle,  Linnseus  Arthur;  Coventry 


Mason,  Ernest  George;  Huntingdon 
Pearse,  Penelope  Bernal ;  Leicester 
Pretty,  Clement  Eiinis  ;  Wimbledon 
Ramsay.  Archibald;  Bournemouth 
Roberts,  Bronwen(Miss);  Llandudno- 
Smith,  R.  E.;  Newcastle-pn-Tyne 
Stent,  Marie ;  Manchester 
Ventham,  Sidney  G.;  Southampton 
Vokes,  Winifred:  Birmingham 
Watson,  Margaret  W.;  Sheffield 


Wilkinson,  John  Percy  ;  Wigton 

C— Restoration  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  following  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  of  Chemisti 
and  Druggists  :  — 

McKilligin,  Hay  Grant,  32,  Lochgelly  Road,  Cowdenbeath,  File, 

D.— Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Stifdents. 

The  follovring  have  been  registered:  — 


Agnew, Madeline  G. ;  Southchurch 
Aitken,    Archibald  McAllister; 
Paisley 

Ambery,  James  Frederick ;  Bristol 
Bacon,  Charles  Frank;  Ponders  End 
Beale,  Alfred  Thomas  ;  Portsmouth 
Best,  Israel;  Sheffield 
Billington,  John  E.;  Sheffield 
Bradbury,  Fred ;  Blackpool 
Bremner,  Mary  N.;  Forfar 
Bright,  William ;  Crewe 
Cofman-Nicoresti,  Jules ;  Brixton 
Cooper,  John  William ;  Bradford 
Coulson;  Jamei  A.;  Preston 
Dand,  Mabel  M. ;  Liverpool. 
Daniel,  George  R.;  Middlesbrough 
Davis,  Margaret  B.;  Bromley 
Dottridge,  Sophie;  Chipstead 
Eastwood,  G.  H. ;  Leeds. 
England,  Esther  S.;  Romford 
Featherstone,  Hilda ;  Bath 
Field,  Florrie ;  Bradford 
Fisher,  Eva  Margaret;  StOckweM 
Fox,  Nancy;  Streathara 
Fuller,  Claude  L.;  Peterborough 
Goldstueck,  Il]a  O.,  Highbury 
Grant,  John ;  Edinburgh 
Gys,  Madeleine;  Paddington 
Halbert,  Graham ;  Oldham 
Harris,  Dorothy ;  Birmingham 
Herriot,  Agnes  G.  S.;  Melrose 
Higgins,  Qerald  S.;  Porthcawl 
Hoyle,  Linnseus  A.;  Coventry 
Kins,  Charles  W.  A.:  Gloucester 


Letebvre,  Ida  M.;  Havant 
Leipiiitz,  Dora  A.;  Brighton 
Matthew,  F.thel;  Hoyland 
Meyrick,  Henry  C;  Aherdare 
Miller,  Janet  E.:  Brighton 
Moore,  Joseph  R.:  Hanwell 
Morrison,  John ;  Bar.nookburu 
Mortimer,  Jessie  A.  L.-.  Chester 
Pearson,  James  ;  Tun  iff 
Ramsay,  Archibald ;  Bournemouth 
Reed,  John  D.;  Devonport 
Robertson, May R.;  Logie-Coldstone 
Rolfe,  Dorothy  J  ;  Halifax 
Sadler,  Claude  W.;  Peterboro 
Sanderson,  William  J.;  Paeble.'- 
Scott,  Thirza  Ann  ;  Trimdon 
Sinclair,  Neil  8.;  Woolwich 
Smith,  John ;  Ashington 
Smith, John;  Kintore 
Smith,  John  Skerretl 
Smith,  Lillian  M.;  Birkenhead 
Smith,  Robert  E.;  Newcastle-oa-T. 
Standring,  John ;  Manchester 
Stent,  Marie;  Manchester 
Turner,  Reginald  F.;  Hereford 
Tyrrill,  Harold  G.;  High  Wycombe 
Watt.Lil.I.M.:  Burnham-on-Crouc  ■ 
Watt.  Winifred  I.  M.;  Arbroath 
Weston,  Geoffrey  L.;  Ealing 
Wilkinson,  John  P.;  Wigton 
Wilks,  Frances  M.,  Loxley 
Williams,  Hugh ;  Olapham 
Willis,  James :  Whitby 
Wyse,  Allan;  I,langollen 
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E.— Report  ol  Finance  Committee. 

Tuesday,  October  2,  1917. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  in  the  Chair. 
Present. — Messrs.  Guthrie,  Hines,   and  Keall. 
The  Secretary  submitted  the  following  financial  statement: — 

^ElfSRAI.  rTTND  :—  <     i.  a. 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting   153  18  11 

Rec«ipt9  since  the  last  meeting:— 

Penalties  and  Costs   £166  13  3 

Pharmaeeutieal  Journal  AuiPablicitioai   ..     99   9  10 

DiTidend  and  Interest   39  9  10 

Snbsoriptions   189  10  6 

Registration  Fees    147  0  0 

Restoration  Feel   '..      ..  110 

Certificates  of  Qaalification   4   8  0 

'  The  Chemist's  Annual  '    4   3  0 

Sale  of  Library  Books   1  15  0 

Rent   6  0  0 

Examination  Pees   386  9  0 

Deposit   2,000  0  0 

  3,045  19  5 

£3,179  18  4 

Payments  ordered  at  the  last  meeting    2,623  5  11 

Balance   £556  12  5 

BIIIBVOI.ENT  Fund  (Current  AoMODt):—  £  i.  <] 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting   901  16  0 

Received  since  the  last  meeting — 

Subscriptions   £151  4  6 

Rent  an'l  gronnd  rents      ..      ..      325  16  3 

  477   0  0 

1,378  17  6 

Payments  during  the  month  ordered 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  CoDooil    54110  < 

Balance   £837  7 

6 

BciHTOLENi  FniiD  (Donation  Aeoonat):—  £  s.  d. 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting        . .      . .      £804   3  10 
Donations  and  Legacy  received  since  the  last 
Meeting   122   9  9 

BAlance   £926  13  7 

OhpBjIs  Fvm : —  £  s.  d. 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting        . .      . .  £116  18  3 

Subscriptions  received  since  the  last  Meeting  2   5  0 

Dividend   5  19  4 

£125  2  7 

The  payment  of  certain  accounts  Amounting  to  £1,632  was 
»ulhorited. 

F.— Report  of  Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Tuetday,  October  2,  1817. 
Mr.  F.  E.  BixsON  in  the  chair. 
Present:  Messrs.  W.  H.  Gibson,  KeaU,  and  Parry. 
The  Report  of  this  Committee  included  the  recommendation  of 
irrants  to  the  amount  of  £91  in  the  following  cases: — 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  76.  Worthing. 
Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  ni«nnber  for  50  years  and  Bubscriber  to  the 
Fund.    73.    Cheltenham.    Had  previous  grant. 

Widow  of  a  regfstered  chemist  and  druggist.    80.  Brit^tol. 
Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  memhei  and  suiMcriber  to  the  Fund.  39. 
Exet'-r. 

ASXUITAXTS. 

The  following  particulars  of  tie  annuitants  now  on  the  list 
were  sobmitted: — 

Annuitants  on  the  list  in  October,  1916  ...  40 
Annuitants  added  in  December,  1916        ...  5 

Deaths  during  the  year    4 

41 

The  Committed  having  considered  the  financial  position  of 
tbe  Fund  rr^eommemds  that  ten  additional  annuitants  be  elected 
■on  Tuesday,  Deoemiber  11,  on  the  Benervolent  Tond  in  porsuanoe 
of  -the  new  scale  of  pensions  adopted  bv  the  Council  on  March 
4.  1914. 

The  Committee  haTing  reviewed  the  cases  submitted  during 
the  past  year  recommends  that  the  following  be  adopted  as  ap- 
proved candidates  for  ele<^ion  without  a  contest,  and  that  the 


formal  meeting  for  tlie  election  be  held  at  12  noon  on  Dcct-niber 
11,  1917:— 

Barnes,  Clar.    67.  Liverpool. 

Bennett,  Martha  C.    70.    Seven  Kings. 

Bolton,  Julia  A.    71.  Southampton. 

Burnett,  Eliza.    70.  Wolverhampton. 

Campbell,  Harriette  B.    68.  Manchester. 

Harwood,  Mary  A.    80.  Folkestone. 

Moore,  Frank  P.   60.  Carlisle. 

Riley,  Lucilla.    71.  Nottingham. 

Rogers,  Louisa.    73.    Tunbridge  Wells. 

Varder,  Mary  Ann.    71.  CardifiF. 

G.— Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

Tuesday,  October  2,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Present:  Messrs.  Currie,  Parry,  and  Skinner. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  iread  and  confirmed. 

2.  The  Professorial  Staff  of  the  Society's  School  attended  and 
reported  on  the  entries  for  the  ensuing  session,  and  also  upon 
the  work  in  the  Research  Laboratory  which  was  in  progress. 

The  Dean  reported  that  he  had  secured  the  services  of  Miss 
Ella  Caird  to  act  as  Demonstrator  in  place  of  Mr.  Bowles,  who 
had  resigned.    The  Committee  confirmed  the  appointment  made. 

A  letter  was  received  asking  for  the  return  of  fees  paid  in 
respect  of  a  student  in  the  Advanced  Coarse  nho  was  now  in 
India  in  the  R.A.M.C.,  and  who  stated  that  he  did  not  proFOse 
to  return  to  take  up  liis  studies.  After  consultation  with  the 
Dean  of  the  School,  the  Committee  recommends  that  applicant 
be  informed  that  the  utmost  that  could  be  done  would  be  to  keep 
open  the  entry  for  the  student  so  that  he  might  resume  the  work 
for  which  he  had  paid  as  soon  as  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

An  application  was  received  from  one  of  fast  year's  Bell 
Scholars  for  permission  to  postpone  his  Advanced  Course  of 
study,  he  having  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  his  Certificate  of 
Exemption  from  military  service  as  a  qualified  assistant  to  a 
pharmacist.  The  Committee  granted  the  permfssion  asked  for 
on  the  understanding  that  the  student  should  take  up  his  studies 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

3.  The  Committee  considered  the  point  raised  by  Mr.  Kemp, 
of  Manchester,  as  to  the  possibihty  of  suspending  the  BeU  and 
Manchester  Scholarship  competitions  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  After  discussion  the  Committee  expressed  sj[mpathy 
with  the  idea  and  recommended  that  the  Scholarships  in  ques- 
tion be  suspended,  and  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  be  asked  to  advise 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  could  be  done  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Trust  Deeds. 

4.  The  following  reports  were  received  from  the  Librarian  and 
Curator : — 

Report  of  the  Librarian. 

Attendance  in  the  Library. 

Total.  Highest.  Lowest.  Average 

London  Library,  July   84         9         0  6 

„  August   79         8  0  3 

Cireulation  of  Books. 

Cairiaea 

Total.    Town.   Country.  Paid. 

London  Libraty,  Julv   96        40  56        18s.  2id. 

August    Ill         55  56         13b.  4d. 

Bdinburgh  Library,  July   236       130        106  6s.  Sd. 

Donat.ons  to  the  Library  in  London, 

University  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Calendar  1917-18 ; 
University  of  Glasgow,  Calendar  1917-18;  Mr.  J.  H.  Maiden, 
Sydney, '  Critical  Revision  of  the  Genus  Eucalyptus,'  pt.  31,  1917. 

Repobt  of  the  Curator. 
Attendance  in  the  Museum. 

Total.       Highest.      Lowest.  Average. 

July   53  6  0  2 

August    55  5  0  2 

Piirihase  o/  Xeiv  Books. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  following  books  be 
purchased  for  the  Library  in  London: —  Wood  Pulp  and  its 
Cses.'  by  Cross,  Bevan,  and'  Sendall.  '  Fertilwers  and 
Manures,'  by  A.  D.  Hall.  '  Manuring  for  Higher  Crop  Pro- 
duction,' Iby  E.  J.  Russell.  '  Manual  of  Agricultural 
Chemistry.'  'Soils  and  Manures,'  by  J.  A.  Murray.  'Text 
Book  of  Physics,'  by  R.  S.  Willows.  '  Text  Book  of  Practical 
Physics,'  by  Allen  and  Moore. 

The  President  reported  that  only  three  entries  had  been 
received  for  the  practical  course  in  micro-biology,  and  that 
in  tiiese  circumstances  it  might  be  advisable  for  the  Committee 
to  modify  the  course.    It  was  agreed  that  Dr.  Burnet  should 
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see  the  three  applicants,   and  if  they  are  willing  to  go  on 
the  Committee  reconioiends  the  course  should  proceed. 

It  was  also  agred  that  a  d<>iinonstration  course  be  arranged, 
the  details  of  which  should  be  decided  by  tlie  President  in 
consultation   with   Dr.  Burnet. 

H.— Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Tuesday,  October  2,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Present:  Messrs.   Bilson,   Currie,    Deakin,    Gilford,  Guthrie, 
Hagon,  Hines,  Jenkiu,  Neathercoat,  Rowsell,  and  Sargeant. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

1.  The  Vice-President  reported  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  Conmiittee  .  on  the  previous  day.  The 
annexed  interim  report  was  presented.    (Vide  infra.) 

The  VicenPresident  pointed  out  as  regards  the  Tariff  pro- 
posals for  1918  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  give  the 
Associations  Executive  power  to  proceed  with  the  negotiations 
with  the  Commissioners  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
After  discussion  the  Committee  recommended  that  this  authority 
be  given. 

2.  The  Committee  appointed  tHte  President,  Vice-President, 
Messrs.  Harrington,  and  Young,  as  a  Sub-Committee  to  suggest 
names  of  suitable  persons  for  appointment  as  Members  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales. 

3.  The  President  reported  on  the  action  taken  to  secm-e  the 
distribution  of  sugar  to  pharmacists  in  retail  practice,  and  also 
detailed  the  representations  made  to  the  Food  Controller  and  the 
Commissioners  as  well  as  the  conferences  which  had  been  held 
wit'hr  representatives  of  the  British  Medical  Afisociation  respect- 
ing alternative  formute  for  medicines  containing  sugar  or 
glycerin.  He  was  able  to  report  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  had 
conceded  to  retail  pharmacists  the  position  of  "  manufacturers  " 
within  the  terms  of  Lord  Rhondda's  scheme  of  distribution,  and 
that  50  per  cent,  of  the  1915  requirements  would  be  assured  to 
them  under  that  scheme. 

4.  The  President  reported  that  good  progress  had  been  made 
with  the  preparation  for  Press  of  the  B.P.  Codex  Supplement, 
and  that  he  hoped  to  have  proofs  available  in  a  few  days. 

5.  The  Committee  considered  a  compla.int  from  the  Medical 
OflBoer  of  the  Venereal  Clinic  of  a  London  hospdtal  against  a 
pharmacist  w*ho  was  alleged  to  have  undertaken  the  treatment 
of  a  patient,  who  subsequen/tly  oame  to  them.  Having  con- 
sidered the  allegations  and  the  statement  made  in  defence  by 
the  pharmacist,  the  Committee  recommends  that  a  reply  be 
sent  assuring  the  medical  officer  that  in  the  case  referred  to  the 
provisions  oi  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  appear  to  have  been 
strictly  adhered  to  by  the  chemifit. 

6.  The  Committee  considered  the  Draft  Bill  for  the  Betting 
u,p  of  a  Ministry  of  Public  HeaMi  wluiolx  had  been  published 
in  the  daily  Press.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Association  of  Approved  Societies  and  the  National 
Association  of  Lisuranoe  Committees  be  drawn  to  tJie  fact  tliat 
in  this  draft  Bill  foo-  the  setting  up  of  a  Ministry  of  Health, 
01au»e  2,  Sub-seotion  1  (b)  omits  to  provide  for  representation 
of  phiarmacists.  Further,  that  the  aittention  cf  the  Govern- 
ment be  called  to  this  omission,  and  that  the  f<-  legoing  bodies 
be  asked  to  suippont  the  necessiary  amendmc:it 

7.  Mir.  Rowsell  brouglhJt  forward  the  question  of  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  supply  of  industri-al  and  mineralised  spirit. 
It  was  decided  to  comraunioate  witlh  the  Insurance  Oommis- 
sioners  with  the  object  of  obtaining  sufficient  supplies  for 
ohemists. 

Addendum. 
'     Local  {Associations  Executive  Committee. 
Tuesday,  October  2,  1917. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 
Present:   Messrs.  Body,  Cuff,  Deakin,  Gibson,  Jenkin,  Rid- 
yard,  Rowsell,  Sargeant,  Wiaring,  AVhite,  and  Woolcock. 
Mr.  W^.  S.  Glyn- Jones,  M.P.,  also  attended. 
L  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  confirmed. 
2  The  Vice-President  intimated  that  he  had  received  a 
request  from  Mr.  Skinner  that  a  deputation  should  be  re- 
ceived  to  present  the  views  of  the    pharmacists  who  had 
signed  a  memorial  regarding  the  proposed  terms  for  1918, 
and  that  he  had  acceded  to  this  request. 

Hie  Committee  approved  of  the  Vice-President's  action, 
and  the  deputation  was  called  in,  and  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Wolff,  Kirkpatrick,  and  Keith.  They  explained  fullv  the 
attitude  of  the  chemists  they  represent,  and  indicated  that 
they  intended  to  hold  a  mass  meeting  of  panel  chemists  on 
Tbureday  next,  end  that  a  resolution  would  be  put  before  fiat 
meeting  suggesting  that  the  memorial  be  presented  to  the 
Local  Associations  Executive  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Executive  Committee  would  inform  the  Commissioners  that 


there  was  a  strong  body  of  pharmacists  of  the  opinion  ti^b 
the  Local  Associations  Executive's  terms  were  not  considered! 
sufficiently  remunerative. 

The  deputation  promised  that  the  conveners  of  the  Thursday 
meeting  would  not  depart  from  this  attitude,  and  undertook  to- 
forward  the  result  of  their  meeting  to  the  Exeicutivo- 
Committee. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  further  consideration/  of  mor 
matters  on  the  agenda  until  next  week.  / 


EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 

October,  1917. 

MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

Candidates  examined    40 

Candidates  failed    17 

Candidates  passed   23 


Alexander,  William  L.;  Boston 
Booth,  Alfred;  Bolton 
Cohen,  Joe ;  Leeds 
Driver,  May  E.;  Long  Sutton 
FiBher,  Eva  M.;  Stockwell 
Frankish,  Clifford  T.;  Natal 
Gant,  Alice  Maud  :  Clapham 
Harris,  Dorothy;  Birmingham 
Hughes,  Gwendoline;  Poplar 
Meyrick,  Henry  C.;  Aberdare 
Mortimer,  Jessie  A.  L.;  Chester 

Wilson,  Alexr. 


Moss,  Doris  M.;  Cambridge  ; 
Parry,  John  B.;  Wigan 
Popple,  Grace;  N.  Finchley 
Prain,  John  8.;  Kentish 'x own  ■ 
Sargent,  Irene  M.;  Brixton 
Stuart,  Ellen  ;  Camden  Street 
Swaine,  Arthur  E.;  Blackpool 
Thomas,  Alfred ;  Brislington 
Thompion,  Louisa;  Bolton 
Weiss,  Geo.  P.;  S.  Tottenham. 
Williams,  Hugh ;  Llandudno 
Tottenham 


EXAMINATIONS    IN  EDINBURGH. 

October,  1917. 


MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

Candidates  examined    8 

Candidates  passed   5 

Candidates  failed   3 

Cairns,  Arthur  ;  Edinburgh  I  Michie,  John  Thomas  ;  Dundee 

Kerr,  David ;  Edinburgh  |  Ross,  David ;  Tain 

TurnbuU,  James,;  Leitb 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

Bournemouth. — Insurance  Committee. 

Bournemouth.— J-'he  Insurance  Commissioners  have  informed' 
tho  Bournemouth  Committee  that  they  arc  not  prepared  to  vary 
the  grant  of  £35  towards  the  additional  cost  of  pricing  prescrip- 
tions under  the  new  scheme  of  district  pricings.  At  tiie  same 
meeting  the  Committee  gave  consideration  to  a  resolution  from 
the  Manchester  Insurance  Committee  urging  the  Commissioners- 
to  take  necessary  steps  to  secure  that  an  adequate  supply  of 
glycerin  should  be  available  for  medicine  for  insured  pereone, 
and  it  was  decided  that  both  the  Pharmaceutical  and  Panel  Com- 
mittees should  be  consulted  on  the  subject.  The  sugar  difficulty 
was  discussed,  .and  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  write  to  the- 
Panel  Committee  asking  them  to  use  their  influence  with  paael 
doctors  to  abstain  from  ordering  sugar  or  syrup  as  sweetening- 
agents  where  possible.  ^ 
London — Insurance  Committee. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  London  Insurance  Committee  after- 
the  autumnal  recess  was  held  on  September  27  at  the  Couaty 
Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  Mr.  H.  Kingsley  Wood  presiding.-- 
The  Finance  Sub-Committee  recommended  the  payment  or 
accounts  amounting  to  £81,653  10s.  9d.  Amongst  them  were 
tihe  following  to  chemist; :  — For  the  medical  yea.r  1916,  £938 ; 
ditto  1917,  £15,921  128.  8d. ;  to  institutions,  £312  9s.  5d.— The 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  were  passed. — The  Medioal 
Benefit  Sub-Committee,  of  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcook 
is  Chairman,  rejxjrted  that  the  following  had  been  added  to  the 
list  of  persons  supplying  drugs  and  appliances : —Isabella 
Robertson,  St.  James's  Infirmary,  Ousley  Road,  Balham, 
S.W. ;  Boots  Casih  Chemists  (Southern),  Limited,  11,  The  Broad- 
way, Crouch  End.  N.— Subject  to  the  consent  of  tihe  Insurance 
Commissioners,  the  sums  of  £2,400  and  £2,235  were  respec- 
tively allotted  to  defray  the  administration  exipenses  of  the 
Panel  and  Pharmaceutical  Comnnttees.— The  General  Pur- 
poses Sub-Committee  reported  that  they  had  reappointed  the- 
Prescriiftion  Pricing  S^-otion  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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THE    HANBURY  MEDALLIST. 


HENRY  GEORGE  GREENISH.  F.I.C.,  F.L.S.. 

Professor  of  Pharmaceutics,  School  of  Pharmacy. 


UNLIKE  many  older  corporations  which  have  been  bounti- 
fully endowed  by  "  pious  founders,"  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  still  but  scantUy  provided  with  resources  for 
the  recognition  a.nd  reward  of  eminent  service  to  the 
Bcienco  and  art  of  pharmacy.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the  man 
of  science  as  a  servant  of  knowledge  and  a  minister  of  mankind 
i»  accustomed  to  look  for,  or,  as  a  rule,  is  likely  to  get,  public 
acknowledgment,  either  in  cash  or  kudos,  as  that  homage  is  du^, 
ajid  oui^ht°to  be  rendered,  to  the  scientific  or  other  worker,  m 
whatever  walk  of  life,  who,  in  a  pre-eminent  measure,  adds  to 
the  knowledge  and  well-being  of 
mankind.  The  expression  in 
word  or  ceremony  of  a  sentiment 
of  gratitude  or  appreciation  is 
weU  enough  in  its  way,  but 
equity  sanctions  usage  in  calling 
far  some  more  substantial  and 
less  fugitive  form  of  recognition 
and  reward.  Hence  the  institu- 
tion of  honours,  which  certify 
distinction  by  means  of  titles, 
badges,  and  'like  insignia.  We 
Bay  nothing  here  of  the  value  of 
these  in  the  pohtical  world, 
where  it  is  whispered  standards 
of  merit  are  sometimes  mer- 
cenary. But  in  the  domain  of 
science  it  is  seldom  that  cere- 
monial honours  are  unearned  or 
undeserved.  On  the  contrary, 
science  hitherto  has  been 
neglected,  and  even  yet  is  not 
honoured  as  it  should  be.  In 
this  respect  France  has  long  led 
the  way  as  to  how  this  thing 
should  be  done,  and  the  German 
■Jigarchy,  for  ulterior  and  sinister 
motives,  has  bribed  its  ah-eadv 
servile  scientific  satellites,  with 
high-sounding  dignities,  and 
tinsel  decorations.  In  pharmacy 
much  strenuous  and  fruitful 
labour  for  the  advancement  of 
1i»e  science  has  had  perforce  to 
go,  if  not  unrecognised,  at  least 
unrequited.  And  we  must  look 
to  the  future  for  more  adequate 
provision  of  rewards  for  merit. 
At  present  the  highest  guerdon 
■which  is  available  for  bestowal 
upon  those  who  have  done  signal 
scientific  service  to  pharmacy  is 
tix9  Hanbury  Medal,  which  was 
founded  in  memory  of  that  great 
master  of  pharmacy,  Daniel 
Hanbury.  This  medal,  together 
with  a  sum  of  money,  presented 
in  the  name  of  the  lato  Sir 
"niomas   Hanbury,   is  awarded 

biennially  for  h.igh  excellence  in  the  prosecution  or  promotion 
of  original  research  in  the  chemistry  and  natural  history  of 
(kugs.  Since  the  institution  of  the  Memorial  in  1882,  there 
have  been  eighteen  medallists,  including  twelve  foreigners,  with 
a  few  exceptions  of  German  nationality  or  Teutonic  extraction. 
The  adjudicators  of  the  Medal  have  always  acted  on  the 
chfTrished  principle  that  the  Republic  of  Science,  as  of  Letters, 
iff  international  and  world-wide,  and  that  good  and  true  work 
for  the  advancement  of  knowledge  is  not  th©  exclusive  posses- 
won  or  prerogative  of  any  one  race  or  country.  It  has  been 
reserved  for  Imperialist  Germany  to  profane  and  outrage  this 
wiso  and  humane  creefl,  and  to  set  up  an  arrogant  pretence  to 
a  monopoly  of  the  whole-wide  domain  of  human  knowledge  and 
achievement.  There  is  no  que.stion  here  of  grudging  the 
honour  which  was  well  and  worthily  conferred  on  the  German 
Tecipients  of  the  Hanbury  Medal.  But  there  is  occasion  for 
the  liveliest  gratification  in  the  circumstance  that  for  the  second 
time  in  succession  the  distribution  has  been  Ijestowed  on  an 
Englishman,  and  it  is  additional  reason  for  congratulation  that 


iboth  Medallists  are  distinguished  members  of  the  scientific 
staff  of  oflBcers  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose  lifelong, 
la^bours  have  reflected  credit  and  lustre  upon  the  Society,  ana 
upon  pharmaceutioal  science.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes's  r.x>ord  and 
reputation  have  already  been  appreciatively  dealt  with  in  these- 
columns.  And  it  is  now  our  privilege  to  give  some  account  of 
the  career  and  life-work  of  Professor  Henry  G.  GreenisiR,  to 
whom  the  Hanbury  Medal  was  presented  on  October  3; 
ividc  p.  164). 

Henry  George  Greenish,  the  son  of  Thomas  Greenish,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  a  leader  in 
pharmacy,  who  was  Treasurer 
of  the  Society  (1878-80),  and 
twice  elected  President  (1880- 
1881),  was  barn  in  London,  in 
1855,  and  received  his  general 
education  at  the  Philological 
(now  Marylebone  Grammar) 
School,  where  he  gained  the 
Basil  Wood  Scholarship,  andi 
from  wliioh  he  matriculated. 
He  was  apprenticed  to  his 
father,  won  .a  Bell  Scholarship- 
in  1875,  and  as  a  student  in  the 
School  of  Phatrmacy  in  1876-77 
was  awarded  silver  medals  for 
chemistry,  practical  chemistry, 
botany,  pharmacy,  and  materia, 
medica,  and  the  Society's  silver 
m.edal.  He  became  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  in  1876,  and  for 
a  session  acted  as  demonstrator 
in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of 
the  School  of  Pharmacy.  After- 
wards he  studied  for  two  years 
at  the  University  of  Dorpat, 
and  for  a  short  time  in  the 
University  of  Vienna,  thus  lay- 
ing ihe  foundations  of  that 
unique  familiarity  mth  Conti- 
mental  languages  and  science 
which  has  proved  of  lifelong 
advantage  to  him,  and  to  the 
interests  of  phanmaceutical 
science.  In  1890  Greenish  was 
appointed  lecturer  on  materia 
medica  in  the  Society's  School,- 
being  installed  as  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  in  1893,  and  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy 
in  1896,  the  latter  designation- 
being  subsequently  changed  to- 
Pharmaceutics.  And  for  several 
years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
Dean  of  the  School. 

Professor  Greenish' g  many 
appointments,  distinctions,  and 
activities  cannot  all  be  enimi©- 
rated  or  described  within  the 
limits  of  space  available.  It  must  suffice  to  mention  some  of 
the  more  important  of  these :— Member  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  Addendum  to  the  B.P.,  Secretary  of- 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Committee  for  the  preparation  of 
the  B.P.,  1898;  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Reference  in 
Pharmacy  for  the  B.P.,  1914,  and  subsequently  Joint  Editor; 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Pharmacy ; 
Corresponding  Member  of  the  Societe  de  Pharmacie  de  Paris, 
and  other  Continental  Societies;  author  of  a  standard  text- 
book of  Materia  Medica,  of  a  comprehensive  and  authoritative 
work  on  '  The  Microscopical  Examination  of  Foods  and  Drugs, 
and  in  collaboration  with  E.  Collin  of  an  '  Anatomical  Atlas  of 
Vegetable  Powders  ' ;  also  of  a  long  array  of  contributions  to 
learned  societies  and  scientific  journals,  of  which  the  fonowing 
papers  are  th©  more  important,  viz. :— Constituents  of  Tli^ella- 
Sativa,  Nerium  Odorum,  Focus  Amylaceus,  Pharmacy  of  Can- 
tharides.  Simaruba  Bark,  Histological  Characters  of  and  Ash 
yielded  by  Ipecacuanha  Root,  Senna  Leaves,  and  a  number  or 
other  drugs,  and  reiwrts  on  the  examination  of  many  com- 


162 


THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.       IOctohei;  6,  1917. 


nieicial  p<j\vd<  red  dnigs.  Also  a  loixg  series  of  papei-s  in  con- 
junction witli  Upshei-  Smith  on  tlie  solubilities  of  official  dicmi- 
cals,  and  with  various  pupik  on  the  Drug  Room  Beetle,  and  its 
detection  in  powdered  drugs,  on  the  miorosbopioal  identification 
of  the  green  extracts,  on  the  alleged  deficiency  of  myrosin  in 
black  mustard  seed,  and  the  assay  of  cantharidos. 

In  addition  to  those  multifarious  labours,  Professor  Greenish 
took  an  active  part  in  the  preparation  of  fclic  first  edition  of  the 
Uodex,  and  since  the  outbreak  of  war  lias  done  an  immense 
amount  of  new  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society,  which 
is  only  partially  represented  by  the  following  two  examples.  He 
has  assisted  in  the  encouragement  and  direction  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  medicinal  herbs  in  this  country  by  giving  expert  advice 
to  the  National  Herb  Federation,  and  in  this  connection  it  will 
be  recalled  that  he  was  requested  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
to  advise  the  Royal  gardener  at  Windsor  Castle  as  to  the  herbs 
that'  might  be  advantageously  grown  in  the  Uastle  gardens. 
With  Professor  Smith  he  has  been  almost  continuously  engaged 
in  solving  a  variety  of  probleana  submitted  by  different  Govern- 
ment Departments,  and  calling  for  special  technical  knowledge 
and  critical  e.\pert  work.  .  ,     ,  ,  j 

At  one  time  or  another  Professor  Greenish  has  rendered 
material  collateral  serrico  to  pharmacy,  as  when  during  the 
passing  of  the  Insurance  Act  of  1911,  he  accompanied  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn-.Jones.  M.P.,  on  a  tour  of  inquiry  to  Germany,  Austria, 
Italv,  and  Switzerland,  as  a  result  of  which  a  mass  of  valuable 
information  was  obtained  as  to  the  operation  of  State  Health 
Insurance  in  these  countries.  ' 

To  ihis  many  ether  acoomplishments  Professor  Greenisih  adds 
that  of  photographic  expert,  in  the  artistic  as  well  as  the 
technical  sense,  and  many  specimens  of  his  art,  sometimes  sadly 
marredi  by  the  drawbacks  of  reproduction,  have  frequently 
brightened  and'  graced  our  pages.  It  is  no  disparagement  of 
hi*  illustrious  predecessors  on  the  bead-roll  of  Hanbury  Medal- 
lists, to  claim  for  him  that,  in  point  of  solid,  sustained  service, 
and  high  and  lasting-  achievement  in  pharmaceutical  science, 
Professoi:-  Greenish  is  in  his  special  line  primus  inter  pares. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


CHESTER.— A  meeting  of  the  Chester  and  District  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  at  the  Blossoms  Hotel,  on  September 
27,  Mr.  D.wiD  Dickinson,  M.P.S.,  in  the  chair.    On  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Assocdation,  Mr.  W.  H.  Saundebs  (of  Messrs.  Ayrton 
and  Saunders,  Liverpool)  gave  a  short  informal  address.    In  his 
genial  and  racy  manner,  he  drew  upon  his  extensive  experience 
as  a  representative  of  his  house  in  Scotland,  England,  and 
Ireland.    He  reminded  his  hearers  that  it  was  over  forty  years 
since  he  first  came  on  business  to  Chester,  recalling  many  of  the 
names  of  the  pharmacists  of  that  day.    As  far  as  he  knew,  two 
only  were  living  at  present— Mr.  Geo.  Baxter  and  Mr.  John 
Guy.    Mr.  Saunders  had  just  passed  about  tlu-ee  weeks  in  visit- 
ing" the  Scottish  pharmacies,  and  gave  it  as  his  impression  that 
pharmacy  was  on  a  rather  higher  plane  in  Scotland  than  else- 
where.   He  found  more  pharmacies  whose  windows  are  repre- 
aented  by  the  specie  jar  and  carboy  than  one  usually  finds  in 
England.    The  company  shop  was  not  quite  so  prominent.  He 
attributed  the  better  position  of  pharmacy  in  Scotland  to  the 
sounder  and  more  thorough  education  received  by  the  Scotch 
and  the  fact  that  doctors  do  not  do  their  own  dispensing.  In 
Ireland  Mr.  Saunders  had  a  great  time.    He  spoke  of  the  many 
excellent  pharmacies  in  that  country,  but  the  chief  thing  that 
met   you    when    one    landed   and    remained    until  departure 
was  ihe  genuine  wajnith  of  the  Irish  nature,  the  cordial  wel- 
come, the  open-handed  hospitality,  and  courteous  service.  One 
oould  not  help  noticing  that  when  speaking  of  Scotland  Mr. 
Saunders  referred  to  the  pharmacies,  when  referring  to  Ireland 
he  spoke  of  the  men.    Mr.  Saunders  also  recalled  an  incident  of 
hia  visit  to  Finland.    Coming  across  a  most  unique  pharmacy, 
he  went  inside  and  inquired  if  they  had  a  photograph  of  the 
shop.  _  "  They  hadn't,  but  would  have  one  taken."   Mr.  Saunders 
explained  he  was  leaving  by  the  4.30  p.m.  boat.    Tliey  would 
be  ready.    And  true  to  his  promise,  this  Finnish  Brother  of  the 
Pestle  sent  him  two  beautiful  cabinet  photographs,  for  which 
he  would  accept  no  payment.    Mr.  Saunders  had  many  amusing 
experiences  to  relate :  many  curious  things  he  had  seen.    His  ad- 
dress was  just  a  few  crumbs  thrown  from  a  big  storehouM  col- 
lectedj  perhaps,  unconsciously  as  he  journeyed  amongst  men,  but 
the  scattering  of  them  showed  that,  de.spite  the  forty-four  years 
of  business  life,  the  delicacy  of  the  human  touch  was  not  im- 
paired. 


CHESTERFIELD.— The  annual  meering  of  the  Chesterfield 
and  District  Pharmacist*'  .Vssociation  was  h^eld  on  September 
23  at  the  .Sun  Inn,  Mr.  G.  D.  Denwood  in  the  chair.— The 


Hon.  Secuetary  gave  his  report,  and  the  Hon.  Treasuker  pro- 
duced tihe  balance-sheet  showing  a  small  balance  to  the  good. 
—The  retiring  President  said  he  wished  to  filiank  all  for  the 
courtesy  aind  kindness  which  had  been  extended  to  him  during 
his  year  of  office,  and  particularly  the  Secretary  for  the  in- 
valuable help  he  had  given  him  at  all  times.  In  the  tradei-s' 
effort  for  the  funds  of  the  Chesterfield  Hospital  the  chemist!!' 
six-tion  had  raised  over  £70  for  the  bazaar  funds.— The 
Presiuent-Elect  (Mr,  Smith)  then  took  the  chair,  and  thanked 
the  members  for  the  honour  they  had  conferred  upon  him.— The 
following  officero  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  -— Vice-Presi- 
<lent,  Mr.  S.  C.  Greaves;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Toplis; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  C.  Greaves;  Auditors,  Messrs.  Twelves 
and  Dent ;  Committee  as  before.— Mr.  Smith  Baid  he  hoped  that 
some  members  would  give  a  paper  at  every  meeting  during  the 
session,  not  necessarily  on  Ivadu  matters,  but  on  any  topic. 

MERTHYR.— At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Merthyr  Phar- 
macists' As.sociation,  held  on  September  26,  it  wa.s  decided  thai 
the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  should  be  requested 
to  communicate  with  all  manufacturers  of  proprietary  goods  noiv 
on  their  register,  with  a  view  to  getting  them  to  consider  the 
necessity  for  increasing  the  retailer's  profit.  It  was  suggested, 
inter  alia,  that  profits  should  not  be  less  than  33  1-3  per  cent, 
on  cost,  or  25  per  cent,  on  .sales,  and  that  proprietaries  should 
not  be  sold  at  less  than  face  value. 


OLDHAM.— At  a  meeting  ul  the  Oldham  and  District  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  held  on  September  26,  tJie  memb<-is 
decided  to  initiate  a  solieme  of  "local  exchange  and  sale  ol 
surplus  drugs,  etc."— Mr.  Jas.  Lees  briefly  outlined  the  scheme 
as  worked  in  some  other  towns,  and  after  some  discussion  it 
was  agreed  to  give  it  a.  three  months'  trial. 

SHEFFIELD.— The  Council  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society  met  on  September  25,  Mr.  A.  H.  CuLVIB- 
HOUSE  in  the  ohair. — The  programme  of  the  coming  session  was 
discussed,  and  it  was  intimated  that,  amongst  others,  the  follow- 
ing would  he  contributors  to  it:  Mr.  Cunrie,  Mr.  Hincs,  and 
Dr.  W.  E.  Turner,  head  of  the  Glass  Department  of  the  SheflSeld 
University.— The  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  dealing 
with  subscriptions  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund  was  read,  and 
the  Council  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  abeyance  for  the 
time  being. 


WEST  BROMWICH.— A  meeting  of  tl„.  \\,--t  ikoiuuj.  h 
Pharniucists'  Association  was  Jield  on  September  25,  Mr. 
BE.4TTIE.  President,  in  the  chair. — Mr.  Hap.pee.  now  Secretary 
to  the  Association  in  place  of  Mr.  Barnes,  who  hai  resigned 
owing  to  his  commencing  business,  shortly  in  Rugby,  gave  a 
paper  entitled  "  Experiences  of  a  Pharmacist  in  Canada,"  being- 
an  account  of  his  own  stay  in  the  Dominion,  both  as  a  settle  i- 
in  the  Far  West,  and  also  as  manager  of  a  drug  store  in  Winni- 
peg. The  keen  interest  taken  in  the  subject  bv  the  audience 
was  shown  by  the  many  pertinent  questions  which  wore  asked 
at  tJie  close. — A  proposition  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Beattie 
that  a  presentation  of  '  Squire's  Companion  '  sshould  be  made  to 
Ml-.  Barnes  as  a  slight  token  of  the  Association's  appreciation 
of  his  services  as  hon.  secretary,  was  carried  unanimously. — A 
few  new  prices  which  were  discussed  and  adopted  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close. 


LOCAL  NOTES  AND  NEWS. 


Wolverhampton. 

The  Wolverhampton  and  District  Chemists'  A.ssociation  prizes 
for  ^botany  and  chemistry  for  the  best  student  in  each  subject 
at  the  Wolverhampiton  Technical  School  were  awarded  to  Hilda 
M.  Jones  (botany)  and  Bernal  A.  Beckley  (chemistry).  In  il:e 
Pharmaceutical  Course  at  the  Technical  .School  Hilda  M.  Jones 
came  out  first  in  the  second  and  Rosaline  E.  Coleman  first  in  tlie 
third  year.  The  .School  prize  for  Materia  Medica  was  awarded 
to  Rosaline  E.  Coleman. 

Newport  (Mon.). 

The  micro-biology  class  at  the  Technical  Institute,  conducted 
by  Professor  Bennen,  B.Sc.,  meets  at  8.15  on  Wednesday  even- 
ings. The  laboratory  has  been  recently  fitted  up  with  tlie 
most  up-to-date  apparatus,  etc.  Princip.vl  Halland,  M.A., 
M.Sc.,  LL.D.,  takes  an  active  interest  in  pharmacists'  welfare, 
and  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  social  func- 
tion of  the  South  Wales  and  Monmr>uth  Chemists'  Federa- 
tion, to  be  held  on  September  25  at  Newport.  He  will  q;>eBk 
upon  the  industrial  aspect  of  chemistry,  .\mong8t  other  repre- 
sentative public  men  who  have  promised  to  be  present  is  Ulr 
Garrod  Thomas,  M.P.,  M.D..  D.L. 
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REOPENING   OF   THE   SCHOOL   OF  PHARMACY. 


INAUGURAL   SESSIONAL  MEETING, 


/  Babraoale  Whiddo.v  Melhuish. 
(  Constance  Efhe  Pkabson. 


CHKMI3TRY. 

Bronte  Medal    Babkadalb  Whiddok  Melhujsh. 

Omtilte.teofnoncur   /  AsNn  Williamson 

'  I  Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch. 

PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

Bronzf  M$dal    Babbadale  Whidoon  Melhuish. 

Otrtificate  (^Honour   Annie  Williamson. 

^  I  VESA  N  EWC05IBE. 

MATERIA  MEDIC  A. 

Brontf.  Medal    Babbadale  Whibdon  Melhuish 

Otrti/ieaU  of  Honour   {       ^  Constance  Monica  Winch 

(  Constance  Effie  PeARgoN 


THE  OpeJiiug  Meeting  of  tho  Seventy-sixth  Session  of  - 
rlie  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharroaoeutical  Society 
took  pliteo  in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  17,  Blooinsbury 
Square,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  3,  the  Pbesi- 
DE.NT,  Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  occupying  the  chair, 
and  being  supported  by  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  E.  T.  Neather- 
ooat,  and  the  following  members  of  Council  and  officers : — 
Messi-s.  J.  H.  CufF,  F.  J.  Gibson.  F.  Hines,  and  H.  Skinner, 
Professor  H.  G.  Greeniah,  Professor  H.  Llewellyn  Smith,  Mr. 
J.  Small  (the  new  lecturer  in  Botany),  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
M.P.  (Parliamentary  Secretary),  Mr.  A.  J.  Chater  (Assistant 
Secretary),  Mr.  G.  A.  Mallinson  (superin/tendent  of  the 
Checking  Bureau),  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (Editor  of  The  Pharmu- 
cfutieal  Journal),  and  Mr.  A.  Gimn  (Assistant  Editor). 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  D.  Gilmour, 
Gbairraan.  North  British  Branch ;  W.  B.  Hards,  Board  of  Edu- 
cation; J.  Harrison,  F.  Harwood  Lescher,  Sir  Donald 
MacAlister.  Lr.-Col.  ClifTord  Probyn,  A.  L.  Savory,  Sir  Edward 
Thorpe,  and  Dr.  Cox,  Secretary  to  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  large  ajid  repi'esentative  gaithering  included  many  ladies, 
and  a  number  of  pharmacists  in  khaki.  Among  those  present 
were:— R.  R.  Bennett,  J.  O.  Braithwaite,  E.  T.  Brewis.  H. 
Deane,  Captain  H.  Finnemore,  F.  W.  Gamble,  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  M.P.,  F.  Goldby,  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  J.  Grier, 
W.  F.  Gulliver,  F.  G.  Hampshire.  Cecil  Hanburv  (son  of  the 
late  Sir  Thomas  Hanbury),  C.  A.  Hill,  A.  R.  Melhuish,  W.  A. 
H.  Naylor,  H.  R.  Proctor,  F.  Ransom,  P.  .V.  W.  Self,  G.  A. 
Tocher.  W.  P.  Want.  J.  R.  Wretts. 

The  Pbesidhst  opened  the  proceedings  by  calling  upon  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  to  rea<I 

The  Dean's  Report. 

The  seventy-fifth  session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
which  terminated  last  June,  was  marked,  as  its  predecessor 
was,  by  the  number  of  students  being  oonsdderably  below  the 
average  of  previous  years.  With  the  reason  for  this  reduction 
we  are  all  quite  familiar,  and  it  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  of 
the  thirty-four  students  who  attended  the  School  the  men- 
students  numbered  only  fifteen.  Nine  students  entered  for 
the  ccanplete  Advanced  or  Major  class  and  nineteen  for 
the  complete  Elementary  or  Minor  class,  the  remainder 
taking,  for  various  reasons,  either  single  classes  or  part  only 
of  the  complete  session.  Of  the  nine  Major  students  eight 
presented  themselves  for  examination,  and  of  these  one  only 
failed  to  satisfy  the  examiners.  Of  the  nineteen  Minor 
students  sLxtoon  presentsd  themselves  and  two  failed,  and 
of  the  part-time  students  two  were  candidates,  and  both 
passed.  A  total  pass-list  of  twenty-six  out  of  twenty-nine 
ia  eminenily  satisfactory,  and  is  in  itself  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  maintenance  of  uniformly  steady  and  systematic 
work  throughout  the  session.  Considering  that  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  work  had  to  be  carried  on  were  not 
such  as  would  conduce  to  the  production  of  the  best  results, 
I  think  the  students  have  acquitted  themselves  with  the 
greatest  credit. 

At  the  termination  of  each  course  the  usual  piize  ex- 
aminations were  held,  and  the  Council  of  the  Society, 
acting  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  School  staff,  has 
awarded  the  follomng  medals  and  certificates : — 

ELEMENTARY  COURSE 
BOTANY. 

Bronz"  iledal   Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch 

OtTiifieatt  of  Honour  . 


PHARMACY. 
Martindale  Memorial  Medal 
in  Silver 


Babiiasale  Whiudon  Melhuish 


Oertificatee  of  Honour   \  Holland  Shields 

(  Constance  Effie  Pearson 

ADVANCED  CLASS. 
BOTANY. 

Silver  Medal    Chables  William  Thobi  b 

Certificates  of  Honour  |  DoBis  Gbbgoby 

I  RuBi  Blanche  Abbott 

CHEMISTRY. 

Silver  Medal    Chables  William  Thorpe 

Certificate.'!  of  Honour  J  Gregobv 

(Sydney  Herbert  Atkins 

PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

Silver  Medal   Charles  William  Thobpe 

Certificates  of  Honour  f  Doris  Gregory 

I  Ruby  Blanche  Abbott 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

TCharles  William  Thorpe 

Silver  Medal   .{  Doris  Gregory 

(.Isabella  Campbell 

Although  the  number  of  students  entering  for  these 
prizes  was  smaller  than  usual,  competition  »was  keen,  and 
the  winners  are  to  be  heartily  congratulated  on  their 
success,  while  those  who  competed  but  failed  to  secure  a 
prize  deserve  oommendalaon  for  their  spirited  though  un- 
successful efforts. 

The  Charles  James  Hewlett  Exhibition,  which  is  given 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  professors  to  the  student- 
aesociate  other  than  a  Bell  Scholar  who  most  distinguishes 
himself  during  attendance  at  the  Elementary  class,  on  the 
condition  that  he  shall  attend  the  next  ensuing  Advanced 
class  at  the  Society's  School,  has  been  awarded  to  Mias 
Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch.  From  the  time  that  Miss 
Winch  entered  the  School  she  was  a  consistently  steady 
worker,  with  the  result  that,  particularly  dming  the  latter 
half  of  the  session,  she  made  conspicuously  rapid  progress, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  she  will  continue  to 
do  so  during  her  attendance  at  the  Advanced  class. 

In  the  Council  prizes  Miss^  Doris  Gregory  succeeded  in 
winning  the  Society's  bronze  medal.  Miss  Gregory  has  an 
excellent  record  as  a  student  of  the  School.  In  the  Ele- 
mentary course  she  was  awarded  a  bronze  medal  and  four 
certificates  and  the  Hewlett  Memorial  Exhibition ;  in  the 
succeeding  Advanced  course  she  canried  ofl  four  certificates 
of  honour,  and  her  latest  success  completes  a  very  successful 
career  in  the  School. 

In  the  personnel  of  the  School  staff  changes  have,  as  is 
natural,  taken  place.  Mr.  Charles  Warner  has  resigned  fihe 
post  of  lecturer  in  botany,  which  he  has  held  for  the  last 
five  years  with  the  best  i-esiults  to  the  students  and 
the  School.  Mr.  Warner's  work,  both  as  a  student  and  .1 
teacher,  has  been  attended  wjth  conspicuous  success.  The 
School  staff  tender  him  their  sincere  thanks  for  his  valued 
co-operation,  and  wish  him  in  his  new  career — that  of 
medicine— a  continuation  of  the  success  he  gained  in  the 
School  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Warner  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Jamej  Small,  and 
the  School  is  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  one  of 
its  own  past  students.  Mr.  Small  was  Bell  Scholar  in  1910, 
and  his  name  appears  in  several  places  on  the  Honours 
Board  in  this  Lecture  Theatre,  including  the  awards  of  tihe 
Herbarium  Medal.  His  inclinations  led  him  |to  leave 
pharmacy  for  botany,  to  which  science  he  has  devoted 
himself  with  the  happiest  results.  The  School  staff  offers 
him  a  hearty  welcome  on  his  return  to  the  School  as  lecturer 
in  his  special  subject. 

The  School  has  also  been  fortunate  in  enlisting  the  help 
of  another  of  its  former  Bell  Scholars.  Miss  Ella  Caird,  who 
had  a  most  successful  career  as  a  student,  cairrying  off  in 
tlie  Elementary  course  three  bronze  medals  and  tihe 
Hewlett  Exhibition,  in  the  Advanced  course,  four  silver 
medals,  followed  by  the  Pereira  Medal,  and  the  RedwooJi 
•Scholarship,  continues  in  the  School  a?  demonstrator  ia 
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chemistry.  The  Sdhool  staff  is  confident  that  the  students 
.will  bo  quite  safe  in  her  oare. 

The  post-graduate  euccQssgs,  gained  by  our  students  during 
the  session  have  naturaily '.  not  beerv  numei-ous,  but  I  am 
glad  to  record  that  Miss  'Caird  and  Mr.  Baines  (Burrouglis 
Scholar  for  last  year)  have  both  passed  th©  Intermediate 
examination  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  The  staff  also 
offers  its  cordial  congratulations  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Harrison, 
a  former  Bell  Scholar  and  distinguished  student  of  the 
School,  and  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Crossley,  vi^o  was  for  several 
years  its  Professor  of  Chemistry,  on  their  decoration  with 
the  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George. 

During  the  past  session  several  formar  students  of  the 
School  ihave  made  the  great  sacrifice  in  defence  of  their 
country,  among  them  Mr.  C.  T.  Bishop,  who  for  some  time 
was  demonstrator  in  pharmacy,  Mr.  Goundry,  and  Mr. 
S.  R.  Hall.  To  Mr.  J.  C.  Jinks,  formerly  Bell  Scholar  and 
■deanonstrator  in  chemistry,  and  to  Mr.  Booth,  who  have 
botli  gained  the  Military  Cross  for  conspicuous  gallantry, 
our  thanks  and  congratiilations  are  due. 

Turning  from  the  past  session  to  the  one  which  is  being 
opened  to-day,  the  prospect  shows  improvement,  33  full- 
time  students  having  entered  already,  against  28  last  year. 

Before  I  conclude  this  report,  I  should  like  to  record  the 
sincere  appreciation  by  the  Professors  of  the  loyal  marmer 
in  which  their  colleagues  and  helpers  have  assisted  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  School  through  what  has  been 
in  many  respects  a  very  trying  session. 

When  Professor  Greenish  resumed  his  seat  the  President 
remarked  that  they  must  all  symi>athise  with  the  School  Staff 
in  the  difiBculties  imposed  !by  the  war.  It  was  greatly  to  their 
credit  that  they  were  carrying  on  so  efficiently,  and  there  w.as 
every  reason  to  expect  that  on  the  restoration  of  normal  con- 
ditions the  School,  whose  prestige  w&s  undiminished,  would 
revert  to  its  formerly  prosperous  position. 

The  President,  having  presented  the  School  prizes  with  charac- 
teristically appropriate  words  of  encomium  and  encouragement, 
in  each  case,  with  an  occasional  touch  of  enlivening  pleasantry  in 
his  own  inimitable  way,  explained  that  the  Council  is  enabled, 
■through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Hanbury.  to 
present  a  copy  of  '  Science  Papers  '  to  each  silver  medallist. 
He  then  presented  a  copy  of  '  Science  Papers '  to — 

Baeradale  Whiddon  Melhtjish, 
Herbarium  Competition. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  the  Assistant  Secre- 
tary read  the  report  upon  the  Herbarium  Competition  (see 
p.  50),  which  made  the  following  awards : — 

Silver  Medal. — Kathleen  Harrison. 

Bronze  Medal. — Harry  Spencer. 

Certificate  of  Honour. — Doris  May  Moss. 

In  presenting  the  medal  to  Miss  Harrison,  the  only  successful 
■competitor  present,  the  President,  while  humorously  re- 
proaching her  for  having  failed  to  name  eight  plants  properly, 
complimented  her  warmly  on  the  high  quality  of  her  work. 

C.  J.  Hewlett  Memorial. 

In  addressing  Miss  Hope  Constance  Monica  Winch,  the 
Hewlett  Memorial  Exhibitioner,  the  President  expressed  regret 
"that  he  had  nothing  tangible  to  hand  her,  but  her  highly  credit- 
able success  would  give  her  substantial  financial  aid  in  prosecut- 
ing her  studies  for  the  Advanced  course  in  the  School. 

Council  Prizes  Competition. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  read  the  report  of  the  examiners  appointed 
to  conduct  the  Council  Prizes  Competition.  The  report  st-ated 
that  seven  candidates  had  competed.  The  candidates  who 
assumed  the  mottoes  "  Nil  Desperandum,"  "  Exciseman,"  and 
■"  Tiglath  Pileser "  obtained  the  requisite  number  of  marks, 
«nd  it  was  recommended  that  the  following  awards  be  made : — 

Pereiea  Medal. — Ivy  Roberts. 

Phabmaceuticai.  Society's  M^dal — Harry  Jepboott. 

The  remaining  candidates  did  not  reach  the  standard  neces- 
«ary  for  the  award  of  the  bronze  medal. 

Mr.  G.\MBLE  said  that  as  the  competition  was  open  to  all 
candidates  who  had  passed  the  Major  Examination  it  was  of 
national  scope.  But  in  the  present  adverse  circumstances  the 
number  of  entries  was  quite  creditable. 

The  President  then  presented  the  prizes  awarded  as  a  result 
of  the  competition. 

Ptreira  Medal  and  Boohs  £5  (from  the  late  Thomas  Hyde 
Hills)  to:— 
IvT  Roberts 

4Uid  the  Pharmaeeutieal  Socifty\'i  Medal  in  Silver. 

to  Harry  Jephcott. 


He  apologised  to  the  prize-winners  for  only  being  able  to 
hand  them  a  certificate  in  the  meantime,  but  the  specie  would 
be  delivered  in  due  course  when  silver  was  cheaper. 

Jacob  Bell  Memorial  Scholarships. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hampshire,  the  e.vaminor  appointed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, suibmittod  his  report  on  this  examination,  which  ho 
doscribod  as  an  inve.sitment  for  which  the  Society  expects  to 
receive  in  return  two  useful  members  of  the  pharmaceutical 
body.  The  small  number  of  entries,  namely,  six,  was  due 
langely  to  the  fact  that  the  age  limit  only  ranged  from  twenty 
to  twenty -two  years,  and  many  young  men  between  these  ages 
were  absent  on  active  service.  He  ventured  to  suggest  that 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  to  continue  the  eligibility  of 
these  absentees  upon  their  return  to  civil  life.  The  President 
then  presented  books  to  the  value  of  £5  in  each  case  to 
Elsie  Woodward,  )    Bell  Schola;rs, 

George  Richardson  Boyes,  i'  1917-1918. 
observing  that  the  advantage  of  the  Scholarship  did  not  con- 
sist so  much  in  its  monetary  value  as  in  the  position  it  gave  its 
holders  in  the  School.  The  Society  expected  Bell  Scholars  to 
make  an  exemplary  academic  record,  and  to  give  a  good 
account  of  themselves  in  later  pharmaceutical  life. 

Ransom  Scholarship. 

In  addressing  Mr.  E.  Robinson  Baines,  who  has  the  unique 
honour  of  being  the  first  Ransom  Research  Fellow,  the 
President  congratulated  him  warmly  on  ihaving  earned  that 
distinction.  He  was  assured  that  Mr.  Barnes  was  a  good  fellow 
as  well  as  a  Research  Fellow,  and  would  amply  justify  the 
Council's  selection  of  him. 

Presentation  of  Hanbury  Medal. 

The  President,  having  briefly  recounted  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Hanbury  Medal  is  awarded,  said  that  all  would 
warmly  welcome  the  addition  to  the  list  of  medallists  of  the 
name  of 

Professor  Henry  George  Greenish, 
and  would  enthusiastically  endorse  the  award  of  the  adjudi- 
cators, who  consisted'  of  the  President  of  the  Linnean  Society, 
the  Chemical  Society,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  together 
with  the  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, and  one  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Professor  Greenish 
and  he  had  been  colleagues  and  personal  friends  from 
early  days,  and  to  his  certain  knowledge  the  Professor 
had  done  a  vast  amount  of  solid  scientific 'Work,  only  a  email 
part  of  which  came  to  the  light  in  his  published  contributions 
in  the  Journal  and  elsewhere.  He  had  a  genius  for  teaching 
and  for  friendship  with  hLs  students,  and  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  had,  against  heavy  odds,  accomplished  a  vast 
amount  of  vitally  important  confidential  work  for  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  Society's  Research  Laboratory.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive of  any  worthier  or  more  eligible  recipient  of  the  highest 
distinction  for  eminence  in  the  study  and  knowledge  of  the 
natural  history  of  drugs  available  Within  .the  realm  of  British 
pharmacy.  The  medal  was  accompanied  by  a  sum  of  £50,  and 
this  year,  owing  to  a  depreciation  of  the  endowment  invests 
ments,  the  Hanbui-y  familv,  who  were  represented  at  this 
meeting  by  Mr.  Cecil  Hanbury,  had  very  generously  contri- 
buted the  required'  amount.  It  was  a  proud  moment  for  him, 
not  less  than  for  his  old  colleague  and  friend.  Professor 
'  ■  '^ptiish.  that  it  should  now  be  ihis  privilege  and  pleasure  to 
convey  the  Hanbui-y  Medal  to  him. 

Professor  Greenish,  who  was  accorded  a  prolonged  ovation, 
in  returning  thanks  to  the  President  for  what  he  modestly 
deprecated  as  the  too  eulogistic  terms  in  which  the  latter 
had  ref'Wred  to  his  work  and  character,  added  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  adjudicators  for  the  honour  conferred  upon 
him,  and  to  the  meeting  for  its  appreciative  reception.  It 
was  a  peculiar  gratification  to  him  to  receive  the  Medal  at 
the  President's  hands,  and  it  afforded  him  lively  satisfaction 
to  reflect  that  the  honour  was  identified  with  the  name  of  a 
man  of  science  for  whom,  as  the  author  of  a  classical  work 
on  the  natural  history  of  drugs,  he  had  always  cherished  a 
profound  admiration.  Daniel  Hanbury  was  a  model  of  pains- 
taking research  and  observation,  who  sought  sedulously  to 
authenticate  every  mmute  detail  in  his  description  of  drugs. 
Personally,  he  owed  much  to  the  inspiration  and  gnidance 
derived  from  a  study  of  Hanbury's  works,  and  the  collection 
of  his  letters  and  marginalia  in  the  Society's  library,  and  his 
advice  to  all  students  of  materia  medica  and  investigators  of 
problems  in  that  connection  was  to  read  and  assimilate 
Hanbury's  monumental  work,  as  much  for  the  object-lesson 
that  it  afforded  of  the  rigorous  application  of  scientific 
methods,  as  for  its  unapproachable  wealth  of  critically  sifted 
and  refined  material.  Although  the  demands  for  the 
solutioa  oif  many  technical  problems  created  by  the  war  were 
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•eteadOy  multiplying,  lie  esteemed  it  a  privilege  to  be  called 
upon  to  assist  in  the  performance  of  so  necessary  and  urgent  a 
itask.  He  could  assure  them  that  the  award  of  tlie  Hanbury 
Medal  to  him  would  serve  still  further  to  incite  him  to  effort  and 
■service  for  the  science  in  which  ho  had  found  his  lifelong 
vocation. 

The  Phesidext,  in  calling  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison 
to  deliver  the  Inaugural  Sessional  Address  on 

Organisation   of   Business   Educational   Standards   and  the 
Development  of  the  Resources  of  the  B-itish  Empire  • 

.<the  first  instalment  of  which  will  be  found  on  page  156,  et 
*eq.),  observed  that  as  a  distinguished'  student  of  the  School, 
ami  a  former  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Harrison  was  so  well  known  that  no  formal  initroduc- 
tion  of  him  wae  necessary.  He  ventured  to  think  that  the 
basis  of  their  guest's  remarkable  success  alike  in  civil  life  and 
the  Army  had  been  largely  laid  by  his  pharmaceutical 
training. 

Vote  of  Thanks. 

Mr.  C.  A  Hill,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  in  moving 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison, 
expressed  complete  agreement  with  its  doctrine.  It  had 
been  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  deliverance. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that,  as  the  President  had 
-suggested,  much  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison's  success 
was  due  to  his  experience  in  pharmacy.  During  the 
past  three  years  he  had  been  engaged  in  work  of  the  first 
•importance  to  the  State,  and  his  rapid  advancement  in  the 
Army  waa  a  measure  of  the  store  set  on  his  ability  and  value  by 
1;he  Government.  They  were  specially  indebted  to  him  for 
•making  what  must  have  been  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  scanty  leisure 
■time  and  overtaxed  energy  to  prepare  such  an  admirable  address. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble,  in  seconding  the  motion,  recalled  that, 
aa  an  old  colleague  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison,  he  had 
always  looked  up  to  him  as  a  leader.  He  was  glad  to  find 
from"  the  spirit  and  doctrine  of  the  Address  that  its  author  was 
still  his  old  self,  and  even,  if  anything,  more  confirmed  and 
emphatic  in  the  expression  of  his  views  than  of  yore — he  was 
always  keenly  critical  and  constructive,  but  on  progressive  lines. 
In  some  respects  the  order  of  ideas  and  the  style  of  the 
Address  had  a  Baconian  complexion.  If  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harrison  were  a  student  of  Bacon,  he  had  taken  an  incomparable 
model.  But  if  the  resemblance  were  fortuitous,  it  was  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  his  originality  and  vitality  of  thought  and  utter- 
ance. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  passed  with  accla- 
mation. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison,  having  briefly  acknowledged 
-the  compliment,  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 


BUSINESS  BREVITY. 


Mr.  G.  W.  B.  Palmer,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  the 
premises  of  21,  North  Road,  Brighton,  previously  occupied  by 
J.  W.  Chaplin,  M.P.S.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  are 
completed,  the  premises  will  be  reopened  as  a  pharmacy  under 
-the  name  of  Chaplin  and  Co. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Councillor  W.  S.  N.  Merrick,,  pharmacist,  Dorchester,  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Dorchester  Food  Control 
'Committee. 

Lieutenant  (acting  Captain)  Herbert  C.  Maben,  youngest 
■son  of  Mr.  T.  Maben,  of  Parke,  Davis  and  Co.,  has  been 
gazetted  Captain. 

Judge  Raflan,  who  is  a  well-known  chemist  and  druggist, 
was  at  a  recent  sitting  of  Stirhng  Burgh  Police  Court  the 
recipient  of  a  pair  of  white  gloves,  to  celebrate  the  fact  that 
^here  were  no  cases  before  him  as  a  magistrate. 

Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  who  was  the  Chairman  at  the  War- 
rington County  Sessions  on  September  19,  was  presented  with  a 
pair  of  white  gloves  by  the  Clerk,  in  accordance  with  the  custom 
of  the  Courts  when  no  cases  appear  on  the  sessions  list. 

Mr.  E.  Corke,  M.P.S.,  has  just  celebrated  his  jubilee  in  busi- 
ness at  Ticehurst.  He  purchasefl  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  W.  T. 
Phillips  in  September,  1867,  and  wm  then  a  perfect  stranger  in 
•the  town.  Mr.  Corke  is  now  well  known  throughout  the 
•«fi«trict,  and  has  outlived  all  who  were  in  business  there  fifty 
Tears  ago. 


Miss  Jessie  Akhurst,  daugihtcr  of  Mr.  A.  Akihuriit,  phar- 
macist, of  Southbourne  Grove,  Bournemouth,  ihas  successfully 
passed  the  (Senior  Oxford  Examination  with  Honours,  at  the 
age  of  15.  After  another  two  or  throo  years  at  the  Bourne- 
mouth High  'School,  she  will  be  following  her  father's  profes- 
sion in  pharmacy. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Phillips,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Phillips,  chemist, 
of  530,  Portobello  Road,  Kensington,  W.,  ihas  just  been  given  a 
commission  in  the  "  Kensingtons,"  with  which  regiment  ho 
served  in  France,  returning  to  England  wounded.  Mr.  Phillips 
has  three  other  sons,  two  of  whom  are  at  present  in  France,  and 
the  other  wovmded  in  hospital. 

Mr.  G.  iM.  Kemp,  pharmacist,  14,  Reform  Street,  Dundee, 
was  installed  Sovereign  of  Inverurie  Conclave  No.  9  (Forfar- 
shire) Masonic  Order  of  Knights  of  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and  Con- 
stantine,  K.H.S.  St.  John,  by  P.  S.,  A.  A.  A.  Murray,  M.A., 
LL.B.,  W.S.,  J.P.,  F.R.S.E.,  Recorder  (Grand  Imperial  Council 
of  Scotland),  assisted  by  other  distinguished  Freemasons  from 
Edinburgh,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Dundee. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Nelvil  St.  Cyr,  pJiarmaceutical  chemist,  a  Life 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  the  SCvciety  of  Apothecaries  of  London,  a  former  student 
of  the  School  of  Phaiimacy,  1891-1894,  was  on  July  25  last 
appointed  Consul-General  for  the  Republic  of  Panama,  with 
jurisdictioB  for  the  whole  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti.  Mr. 
St.  Cyr  is  also  the  Consul  of  Port-au-Prince  for  the  Republics 
of  Chile  and  Venezuela. 


DEATHS. 

Medhurst. — On  September  23,  at  Hill  Side,  Chobham,  Surrey, 
William  Aubrey  Medhurst,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  72. 

Morris. — On  September  16,  suddenly,  at  his  residence,  Emor 
Street,  Portobello,  William  Richard  Morris,  late  of  Messra. 
M' Master,  Hodgson  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Capel 
Street,  Dublin. 

Rogers.— On  September  25,  at  108,  Rye  Lane,  Peckham,  S.E., 
Henry  Frost  Rogers,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  81. 

Smallman.— On  September  26,  at  "  Rowley,"  Chelston,  Tor- 
quay, Frederic  Noel  Smallman,  M.P.S.,  director  of  Ernest 
Jackson  and  Co.,  Limited,  Crediton.    Aged  38. 


ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Corporal  E.  P.  Evans,  159513  Special  Coy.,  R.E.,  pharmacist, 
died  on  September  10  from  wounds  caused,  by  a  shell  on 
September  9.  He  was  awarded  the  Military  Medal  a  week  pre- 
viously for  great  devotion  to  duty  while  under  heavy  shell  fire. 
In  full  view  of  the  enemy  he  went  out  and  repaired  wires ;  his 
courage  and  steadfastness  assisted  materially  in  the  success  of 
the  operation. 

Sergeant  Cyril  J.  Eastland,  son  of  Mr.  John  Eastland,  of  76, 
High  (Street,  Margate,  has  had  a  Second  Lieutenancy  con- 
ferred upon  him  after  two  years'  strenuous  work  in  almost 
every  section  of  the  front.  He  is  a  Silver  Medallist  and  Bell 
Scholar. 

Captain  Edwin  Abbott  Hugill  (Royal  Fusiliers),  pharmacist, 
of  Chislehurst,  Kent,  one  of  the  directors  of  Meggeson  and  Co., 
died  on  September  28  of  an  illness  cpntracted  on  the  Soimne. 
The  funeral,  which  waa  military,  took  place  on  October  3. 

^Corporal  William  Neville  Warwick,  Royal  Irish  Rifles,  only 
son  of  Mr.  C.  Warwick,  Ailsa,  Larne,  Co.  Antrim,  was  killed 
in  action  on  August  6.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  him;  he  was  a  student  at  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  after  passing  his  Minor 
and  Major  Exams,  accepted  a  position  in  South  Africa.  He 
returned  home  to  enlist,  and  went  out  to  the  Front  in 
March,  1917. 


WILU 

Mr.  Charles  Charnley,  of  44,  Liverpool  Road,  Birkdale, 
Lanes,  retired  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  on  Jiily  13,  aged 
78  years,  has  left  property  of  the  value  of  £11,638  3s.  9d., 
including  personalty  of  the  net  value  of  £10,530  4s.  lid.  The 
bulk  of  the  property  is  divided  between  his  children,  Jan» 
Ellen,  Mary,  Margaret  C.  Bolland,  and  Henry  Vincent. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 



GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursday,  iOctobeb  4,  1917. 
Busiiiesss  has  been  on  Uie  quiet  side  this  week  but  there 
is  a  good  uaidercurrent  of  inquiries  wbiclx  may  result  m  orders 
iu  the  n«ir  fiitui-e.  'rhe  price  tendency  is,  generally  speak- 
in«  still  in  aji  Uipward  diredtion,  buit  tliere  are  several  ex- 
ceptions. For  instence,  Salicylates  seem  weaker,  Phenacetin 
is  again  ea-sier,  ami  Benzoic  Acid  and  Sodium  Eenzoate  are 
distinatily  lower  to  come  foiward.  In  tne  other  direction,  the 
main  paioe  alteixitions  include  advances  m  makers  praoes  ot 
Ammoniimi.  Bromide,  Ct-ffeine,  and  Bismuth  preparations. 
There  i.s  a  firmer  tone  in  Quinine,  but  ordinary  business  is 
confined  to  small  transaotions. 

Higher :— Ammonium  Bn)mide,  Bismuth  Salts,  Caffeine, 
OUve  Oil.  Japan  Wax,  Cincliona  Bark,  Star  Aniseed  Oil, 
Cassia  Oil,  Galls,  Feiingreek  Seed,  Sassafras  Oil,  Sugar  of 
AlOk,  Caustic  Sodii,  Formaldehyde,  Nitrate  of  Soda,  Tur- 
pentine 

Firmer  •.' — Quinine,  Peppermint  Oil,  IMustard  Oil. 
,   Eauier -.—Lemmi  Oil,    Salicylic  Acid,   Sodium  Salicykite, 
Fhenaoetin. 

Lower  : — Benzoates  (to  come  forward). 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — The  position  is  unchanged ;  price  is 
about  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Attar  of  Roses. — For  French  tdie  price  is  about  70s.  ;  foa- 
pre-war  Bulgarian  about  100s. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — B.  P.  is  woatli  about  5s.  for  spot. 

Benzoates. — Lower;  there  are  offers,  to  come  forward,  at 
9s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Sodium  Benzoate  and  lis.  for  Benzoic 
Acid. 

Bismuth  Preparations. — Quotations  for  the  Cai'bonate,  Sub 
nita-ate  and  Salicylate  hav*  been  raised  by  6d.  per  lb. 
Bleaching  Powder. — ^Scarce  and  firm. 

Bromides. — ^Makers  have  made  a  substantial  advance  in 
their  quoftation  for  An.mionium  Bromide,  whiah  is  now  5is.  3d, 
per  lb.  ;  the  other  salts  are  unchanged. 

Caffeine. — .Makers  have  mised  their  quotations  to  50s.  per 
lb.,  but  second-hand  holders  are  able  to  obtain  pxemiums 
on  this  figure. 

Camphor. — Vei-y  firm  for  all  varieties ;  business  is  reported 
;u  3.^.  9d.  per  lb.  for  .Japanese  slabs. 

Caraway  Oil. — Very  scarce  on  the  spot  at  about  22s.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — ^Steady  at  about  105s.  on  the  spot. 

Cassia  Oil. — Dearer,  business  being  reported  at  6s.  per  lb 
and  u]»waTcLs  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Caustic  Soda. — Again  dearer  at  aibout  57s.  for  70  to  72  per 
cent. 

Cinchona  Bark. — In  Amsterdaim  yesterday  31,360  packages 
of  manufacturing  lark  (weigthing  120,615  kilos  and  repre 
senting  7,375  kilos  of  Quinine— .average  percentage  6.11)  were 
offered ;  to-day  280  oases  of  pharmaceutical  bark  (weighing 
47,092  kilos — 1,137  kilos  of  Quinine)  were  offered. 

C'nnamon. — Very  firm,  with  a  strong  upward  tendency. 

Citric  .'Vcid. — Undhanged  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb 

Clove  Oil. — Another  shilling  has  been  added  to  the  price 
which  is  now  14s.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cocaine. — E.xtreme  prices  are  asked  by  holders  of  the  small 
•  sui>plie.<  on  the  .spot. 

Codeine.— Unahaiiged  at  25s.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  alkaloid 
crystals  and  22s.  for  tihe  salts. 

Copper  Sniphate. — Fimi  at  £65  10s.,  Liverpool. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Continues  scarce ;  nominally  300s.  for  98 
per  cent. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — Very  firm  at  2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  j>er  lb. 
Fenugreek  Seed. — Dearer  at  £43. 
Formaldehyde. — Has  become  scarce,  and  prices  have  ad 
vanced  a  furtlier  7  per  cent,  for  anything  available. 
Galls. — De.Trer  nt  about  150s.  for  China  .«ipot. 


Hyposulphite  of  Soda. — In  good  request,  but  very  scarce  ; 
pea  crystalsi  are  not  quoted ;  ordinary  is  quoted  £18  10s. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  is  firm  at  lis.  6d.  to  12s.,  according  t(> 
quality. 

Japan  Wax. — Dearer  at  about  SOs.  for  good  slabs. 
Lemongrass  Oil. — ^I'he   demand   is  <iuieter  and  the  price 
about  5id.  per  lb. 

Lemon  Oil. — There  is  a  good  supply  on  tlie  spot,  aaid  the 
demand  is  slow ;  there  are  sellers  at  4s.  per  lb.  for  sipot  and 
3a.  lOd.  to  come  forward. 

Liquorice  Root. — .Scarce  at  110s.  per  cwt.  deootrtdoated. 
Menthol. — Quiet,  but  siteady   at  about,  13s.  6d.  per  lb. 
for  Kobayashi  and/or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Morphine. — ^The  October  lists  leave  p(rice«  uin.chianged,  and 
lequirements  for  home  trade  are  bein,g  filled  at  13s.  6d.  per 
oz.  for  the  Hydrochloride  powder. 

Mustard  Oil. — The  price  is  about  85s.,  but  the  article  is 
difficult  to  obtain. 

Neroli  Oil. — ^Business  i^  reported  at  20s.  per  lb.,  and  mors' 
IS  now  asked. 

Nitrate  of  Soda. — Again  dearer  at  £27  for  i^efined. 
Oils. — Castor  Oil,  ordinary  £80,  Phaj-maceutieal  £88;  Cooo- 
uit  Oil,  crude  £70,  ditto  refined  £85;  Cotton  Oil,  crude  £60. 
ditto  refined  Soap  Oil'  £67,  ditto  refined  Edible  Oil  £75,  ditito 
American  refined  £95  ;  Linseed  Oil,  raw  £58,  ditto  boiled  £61 . 
ditto  refined  £63;  Palm  Kernel  OH,  crude,  extracted  £51, 
ditto  crude  crushed  £52,  ditto  refined  £67 ;  Palm  Oil,  un- 
bleaahed  £44,  ditto  bleached  £50;  Rapeseed  Oil,  crude  £56, 
ditto  refined  £71,  ditto  edible  £81 ;  Soya  Oil,  crude  £60,  dittc> 
refined  £75.  All  the  foregoing  prices  are  for  oil  at  per  ton 
net  naked  ex  ship,  mill  or  warehouse  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Packages  may  be  chaiiged  e-xtra  at  current  market  raAes,  but 
not  exceeding  £4  }  er  ton  on  the  oil  or  fat. 

Opium. — The  situation  is  unrelieved,  and  druggists'  is  prac- 
tically unobtainable ;  for  Persian  of  good  working  quality 
the  price  is  about  65s.  per  lb. 

Orange  Oil. — With  adequate  supplies,  the  price  is  uin- 
abanged  at  10s.  to  lOs.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  is  very  firm  at  about  21s.  pei 
lb.  for  H.G.H.,  after  business  at  20.^.  ;  Wayne  County  Oil 
in  tin.'^  is  firm  at  16s.  per  lb.  net.  Ja.panese  dementholised 
is  quiet  but  firm. 

Phenacetin. — Again  ratlier  lower,  there  being  offers  of  spot 
at  about  67s.  per  ib. 

Pilocarpine. — Scarce  on  tlie  spot  at  26s.  for  the  Nitrate  and 
28s.  for  the  Hydrochloride. 

Quicksilver. — ^The  nominal  value  is  now  £20  per  bottle. 
Quinine. — Very  tirmat  2s.  lO^d.  to  3s.  per  oz.  for  the  usual 
Continental  brands  of  the  sulphate.  Tlie  landings  during  Sep- 
tember were  nil  oz.  and  the  deliveries  70,796  oz.,  making  tht- 
s,tock  on  September  30  156,464  oz.  against  1.231,424  oz.  in 
1916. 

Resorcin. — Again  easier,  with  offers  at  about  66s. 

Rubber. — Quiet  and  easier.  Plantation  Standard  No.  1 
crepe  2s.  8d.  per  lb.  ;  Jiard  fine  Para  is  firm  at  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Salisin. — For  tjie  present  makers  are  miable  to  deliver,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  some  will  be  available  shortly. 

Salicylates. — While  there  is  no  quotable  change  the  ten- 
dency is  stiU  easier ;  price  of  the  acid  is  aibout  7s.  per  lb.  and 
of  Sodium  Salicrylate  9s. 

Sandalwood  Oil. — 64.-.  to  55s.  is  quoted  for  Engidsh  and 
about  Is.  less  for  Mysore. 

Sassafras  Oil. — Deai-er  at  5s.  3d.  for  spot. 

Shellac— Quiet  on  basis  of  229s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Value  has  a  strong  upward  tendency, 
and  for  spot  the  price  is  somewhere  in  the  neighboua-hood  of 
4s.  6d.  per  lb.  and  for  an-ival  the  price  is  materially  higher 
than  this. 

Strychnine. — Unchanged  at  3s.  lld.  per  oz.  for  the  pure 
crystal  alkaloid,  3s.  8d.  for  the  Sulphate,  and  3s.  9d.  for  the 
Hydrochloride. 

Sugar  of  Milk.— In  very  .short  supply  at  about  270s. 

Tartaric  Acid.— Steady  at  about  2s.  lld.  per  lb. 

Turmeric— Very  firm;  business  is  reported  at  55s.  for 
Madras. 

Turpentine.- Again  dearer  at  70s.  9d.  for  American  apot. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Democratic  Cohesion  and  Control  in  Pharmacy :  A 
Travesty  of  Facts. 

1  most  certaiiily  rubbed  my  eyes  in  amazement  wlien  I  read 
your  contributor's  leading  article  on  "  Democratic  Cohesion  and 
Control  in  Pharmacy."  It  was  tlie  finest  example  of  thinking 
in  catch  terms  we  have  had  lately,  but  a  more  complete  trav  esty 
of  facts  could  not  have  been  desired,  even  by  an  ignorant 
partisan.  It  would  have  been  better  if  your  contributor  had 
used  the  knowledge  he  had,  or  could  have  had,  to  better  pu:rpose, 
and  dealt  fairly  «ith  an  honest  attempt  to  get  the  Local  Asso- 
ciations Executive  to  lay  the  minority  view  as  well  as  the 
majority  view  before  the  Comiui£<ioners.    That  is  blie  truth. 

London,  October  1,  1917.  Heeeert  Skinner, 

Chairman  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club. 

The  Title  of  Chemist. 

I  notice  two  k-lters  in  your  correspondence  columns  in  tliis 
week's  issue  dealing  with  the  que-stion  of  the  title  of  chemist. 
From  these  letters  it  appears  tljat  the  Council  of  the  Institute 
>{  Chemistry  are  endeavouring  to  secure  for  their  members  the 
.-ole  right  to  the  valuable  title  of  "'  chemist."  Siu'ely  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  will  not  give  away  the  only  thing  which  is 
of  value  as  far  as  their  examinations  aie  concerned.  I  passed 
the  qualifying  examination  in  1893,  and  shortly  afterwards 
devoted  myself  to  the  teaching  of  chemistry.  I  aftowards 
specialised  in  chemistry  applied  to  the  textile  trades  of  this 
country,  and  I  have  been  in  practice  as  an  analytical  and  con- 
sulting chemist  oij  my  own  account  for  over  Twenty-three  years. 
Like  many  others,  I  was  not  able  to  go  in  for  the  higher  exami- 
nations on  account  of  lack  of  means,  as  I  had  my  living  to  earn, 
but  I  have  been  a  .'-tudent  aJl  my  life,  and  expect  to  be  one 
imtil  the  end  of  my  days.  To  me  liie  title  of  chemist  is  most 
•>  aluable,  and  under  it  I  have  built  up  one  of  the  biggest  prac- 
'ices  in  the  North  of  England.  As  an  expert  on  textile  matters 
^uch  as  sizing,  bleaching,  dyemg,  and  finishing,  I  have  a  world- 
wide reputation,  an<t  my  books  on  these  subjects  are  recog- 
iJsed  as  the  standard  works  in  every  country  in  the  world.  To 
lose  the  title  of  chemist,"  whether  analytical  or  consulting, 
would  be  the  most  serious  thing  in  the  world  to  me,  and  I 
beg  to  add  any  weight  1  may  jwssess  to  those  who  have  already 
entered  into  correspondence  througih  your  .lournaJ.  The  sng- 
srestion  is  monstrous,  especially  coming  from  a  young  in.stitu- 
tion  like  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  My  practice  takes  me  into 
f  onrt  more  often,  probably,  than  any  other  chemist  in  this 
(jart  of  the  country,  and  my  right  to  describe  myself  as  a  chemist 
is  of  fclie  utmost  value  to  me  and  rny  cUents.  I  airi  no  longer 
a  pharmacist,  as  I  have  not  followed  tliis  branch  of  the  pio- 
feesion  for  more  than  twenty-three  years,  and  if  I  cannot 
describe  myself  as  a  chemist  I  shall  have  no  description  at  all. 
I  may  be  in  an  exceptional  position  to  the  ordinary  chemist  and 
-iruggist,  but  this  will  not  prevent  my  making  an  effort  to 
retain  the  title  I  qualified  to  get. 

Manchester,  Sept.  24,  1917.       Percy  Bka.v.  F.C.S.,  M.P.S. 

[Until  we  are  m  possession  of  the  proposals  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry,  which  will  doubtless  be  proxjounded  at  the  forth- 
'•oming  conference,  we  are  not  entitled  to  assume  that  the 
Institute  is  seeking  to  secure  to  its  members  the  exclusive  legal 
right  to  the  title  of  "  chemist." — Editor.] 

Tlie  poorness  of  the  Major  <|uaiification  is  the  result  of  one 
or  both  of  two  things:  either  the  syllabus  is  too  easy,  or  thn 

•  xamination  is  not  sufficiently  searching.  In  the  Major  both 
ire  at  fault.  The  physics  are  scarcely  itiore  than  matriculation 
-tandard,  but  little  more  is  possible  without  a  knowledge  of 
mathematics,  and  the  Major  does  not  require  this.  The 
chemistry  is  not  carried  sufficiently  far  in  the  organic  section 
for  anything  more  than  a  hazy  idea  upon  the  chemisbry  of  many 
-ubstanccs  of  high  mcdicinar  value.  Especially  is  this  so  witli 
■  ne  very  large  number  of  complex  synthetic  drugs  now  iii  use. 
And  what  ol  tne  higher  examination  in  which  chemistry  is  the 
'Aiief  subject,  and  yet  there  i.s  buA  one  3-hour  paper  to  covei- 
Vjth  organic  and  inorganic?     How    does   one  day's  practical 

•  examination  compare  with  the  four  days  of  the  A.I.C. ?  No; 
if  the  Major  is  to  rank  with  a  Univei'sity  degrt*  or  the  diploma 

•  )f  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  a  vigorous  curriculum  must  bo 
nstituted,  and  a  miK-h  more  severe  test  of  knowledge  at  the 

.•,nd.  TTie  names  Major  and  Minor  might  well  be  dropped,  and 
Fellow.ship  and  Membership  of  the  Society  instituted  instead. 
Alsr<.  <x,u\6  not  tlie  fee  for  the  Minor  be  halved  and  membership 
of  the  Society  made  compulsory?  From  time  to  time  the  sug- 
.'eetion  has  Vieen  made  that  the  Council  should  approach  the 
University  of  Ixindotj  on  the  cpjestion  of  a  degree  in  pharmacy. 


but  nothing  ilias  evera  resulted.  I  daresay  tho  Institute  ot 
Chemistry  might  consider  a  brancii  in  piiarriiacoutical  chemisti-j- 
/or  the  A.I.C.  Both  of  these  schemes  have  the  great  objection 
that  the  diploma  would  be  granted  by  another  body,  and  whilst 
<liiite  seeing  this  I  cannot  think  why  the  Society  does  not  bring 
tne  Major  up  to  such  a  standard  as  either  of  these  bodies  would 
1  Lquire,  and  so  cease  to  force  the  moie  able  of  their  yoimger 
members  to  seek  other  fjualifications. 
September  30,  1917.  Ph.C.  (218/40). 


Pharmacy  in  l  iction. 

This  deeply  interesting  correspoiidrnce  would  Ix.-  fur  from 
complete  without  a  brief  mention  of  "  Tli*-  Di'uggist  in  Oxford 
Street,"  who  figures  in  De  Quincey's  clii«sic  "  C^mfossions  of  an 
Opium  Eater.'  Granting  that  t^is  great  work  is  perhaps  more 
autobiographical  than  fictitious,  I  think  literary  critics  agree 
that  it  is  ■■  stretched  a  bit."  However,  the  druggist  in  those 
pages  was  the  humble  auxiliary,  so  to  speak,  in  the  conception 
of  that  great  work,  and  we  are  introduced  to  iliim  thusly : — "  It 
was  a  Sunday  afternoon,  wet  and  cheerless,  and  a  duller  spec- 
tacle this  earth  of  ours  has  not  to  show  than  a  rainy  Sunday  in 
London.  My  road  homewards  lay  through  Oxford  Street,  and 
near  the  stately  Pantheon  (as  Mr.  Wordsworth  lias  obhgingly 
called  it),  I  saw  a  druggist's  shop.  The  druggist  (unconscious 
minister  of  celestial  pleasurjs !),  as  if  in  sympathy  with  the 
rainy  London  Sunday,  looked  dull  and  stupid,  just  as  any 
mortal  druggist  might  be  expected  to  look  on  a  rainy  London 
Sunday  ;  and  when  I  asked  for  tincture  of  opium  he  gave  it  to 
me  as  any  other  man  might  do ;  and  furthermore,  out  of  my 
shilling  returned  to  me  what  seemed  to  be  a'eal  copper  halfpence 
taken  out  of  ^  real  wooden  drawer.  Nevertheless,  and  notwith- 
standing all  such  indications  of  humanity,  he  has  ever  since 
ti;>ured  in  niy  mind  as  a  beatific  vision  of  an  immortal  druggist 
sent  down  to  earth  on  a  special  mission  to  myself.  And  it 
confirms  me  in  this  way  of  considering  him  that  when  I  next 
I  ame  up  to  London.  I  sought  him  near  the  stately  Pantheon 
and  found  him  not;  and  thus  to  me,  who  knew  not  his  name 
(if  indeed  he  had  one),  !he  seemed  rather  to  have  vanished  from 
Oxford  Street  than  to  have  flitted  into  any  other  locality,  or 
( which  some  abominable  man  suggested)  to  have  absconded  from 
the  rent.  The  reader  may  choose  to  think  of  him  a*  possibly 
no-more  than  a  sublunary  druggist;  it  may  be  so.  but  my  faith 
is  tetter.  I  believe  him  to  have  evanesced.  So  willingly  woidd 
I  connect  any  immortal  remembrances  with  that  hour,  and 
place,  and  creature  that  first  brought  me  acquainted  with  the 
celestial  drug." 

Manselton,  Swansea,  Sept.  29,  1917.        E.  J.  Kieft.  Ph.C 


Black  Treacle. 

Witli  reference  to  your  note  on  ''  Black  Treacle  and  its  Bitter 
Taste"  in  last  week's  issue  (page  152).  why  is  it  we  cannot 
procure  during  the  past  twenty  years  the  old  treacle,  which  was 
really  luscious  stuff,  as  different  from  golden  syrup  as  a  raisin 
is  from  a  sultana';  This  had  no  bitter  ta.ste.  No  doubt  the 
mineral  substances  in  the  jiiodern  so-called  t;reacle  ac-count  for 
the  bitt?r  taste  to-day — oxalate,  tartrate  and  malate  of  potassiimi, 
which  it  <-ontains  to  the  extent  of  over  20  per  cent.,  whereas 
the  salts  in  the  old  treacle  of  Oliver  Twist  days  contained  only, 
I  believe.  5-6  per  cent,  of  such.  The  rum  of  to-day,  too,  is 
nothing  like  what  one  iised  to  get.  "  W.  S.  B."  talks 
about  •'  good  commercial  treacle."  Where  can  you  get  it?  AH 
one  cam  get  I  have  found  is  nastv  stutt'. 

Bromley,  Kent,  Sept.  28,  1917.  Wii.  B.^ster. 

Bismuth,  Iodoform,  and  Paraffin  Paste. 

In  reply  to  your  corresj>ondent,  Serg^t.  Weeks.  M.P.S. .  wo 
have  not  noticed  the  grittine.ss  of  whicli  he  complains  when 
making  "  B.I.P."  "We  have  made  it  for  a  Red  Cross  hospital,  and 
also  suppliedi  the  formula  and  modus  operandi  to  the  dispeasei- 
at  the  f'ounty  Hospital,  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  visiting 
medical  men,  who  had  used  it  at  the  Red:  Ci-opt?  hospital.  The 
formula  is  as  follows  : —  , 

Iodoform,  Xtl   8oz. 

Bismuth  Subnit   8  oz. 

Paraftin  Liq   (fl.)  or  q.s. 

We  use  the  cry.stal  Iodoform,  and  powder  it  finely  (the  pre- 
cipitated is  much  more  liable  to  become  absorbed).  We  then 
add  the  Bismutli.  Subnit,  and  make  into  a  past*  with  the 
jjaraffin,  sec.  art.,  avoiding  the  use  of  metal  spatulag.  Perhaps 
your  correspondent  has  been  in  the  habdt  of  using  Bismuth 
C'arbonate.  The  patients  are  dosed  with  Pot.  Bicarb,  gr.  xv. 
t  d,s.,  if  any  symotoms  of  iodoform  absorption  are  recognised. 
Ryde,  I.'VV.,  Oc-tober  2,  1917.  P.  L.  Bl.^kely. 
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Time  Saving  and  Uniformity  in  Dispensing. 

Given  a  series  of  10,  20,  40,  and  60  oz.  bottles,  and  a  5  oz. 
troy  weight,  the  practicaJ  pharmacist  can  prepare  his  solutions 
1  in  2,  1  in  4,  1  in  8.  and  1  in  16  respectively,  using  distilled 
water,  and  straining  througih  absorbent  cotton.  Potass.  Iodide, 
1  in  2  (5  oz.  ini  10) ;  Potass.  Broin.,  1  in  4  (5  oz.  in  20) ;  Potass. 
Bicarb.,  1  in  8  (5  oz.  in  40) ;  Sod.  Bicarb.,  1  in  16  (5  oz.  in  80). 

Southend-on-Soa,-Sept.  26,  1917.  Dund.\s  Simpson. 


A  Suggested  Motto  for  "  Progressive  "  Pharmacist- 
Emigrants. 

"  Exilioque  domes  et  dulcia  limina  mutant, 
Atquo  alio  patriam  quterunt  sub  sole  jacentem." 
Or  to  those  who  prefer  the  mother  tongue, 

"  Forth  from  iamiliar  scenes  the  exiles  roam, 
To  seek  'ncath  other  skies  another  home." 
Further,  I  think,  in  justice,  the  first  offers  ought  to  igo  out  to 
those  "  gallant  nine  "  Wiho  composed  the  "  mass  "  meeting  on 


September  25. 
October  1,  1917. 


'■  S.  R.".  (216/49). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Pharmacists  in  R.A.M.C.  (S.  R.— 218/49).— Yes,  B  and  C 
men  who  are  qualified  ai-e  accepted,  but  mot  A  men. 

Non-Glycerin  Base  for  Tooth  Paste  (E.  B.— 218/39).— This  is 
a  matter  for  experiment.  At  present  we  have  no  working 
formula. 

Pinoline,  P.J.F.  0585  (F.  W.  S.— 218/21).— There  is  no  sucli 
number  as  P.J.  F.  0585.  Have  you  not  made  a  mistake  in  some 
of  the  figures? 

Label  and  Circular  (B.  M.— 218/60).— The  preparation  would 
be  rendered  liable  to  duty  beoaiise  it  is  held  out  as  a  specific, 
g'uaranteed  to  give  relief  or  "  ease." 

Aniline  Dye  for  Bee  Disease  {A.  E.  Y.— 218/42).— We  are 
unable  to  trace  any  reference  dn  our  pages  to  tlie  use  of  an 
aniline  dye  for  the  prevention  of  Isle  of  Wight  'bee  disease. 

Children's  Cough  Mi.xture,  P.J.F.  3,721  (P.  F.— 218/38).— 
Ammonium  carbonate,  60  grs. ;  ipecacuaniha  wine,  400  minims ; 
solution  of  cochineal,  15  minims ;  syrup,  5  fi.  oz. ;  chloroform 
wartier,  10  fl.  oz. ;  distilled  water  to  20  fl.  oz. 

Manufacture  of  Butter  Substitutes  CD.  T.  J.— 218/44).— You 
will  (get  mudh  information  on  the  manufactiure  of  butter  sub- 
stituites  in  Lewkowitsoh's  '  Oils,  Fats  and  Waxes  '  and  Tibbies' 
'Foods:  Their  Origin,  Composition  and  Manufacture.' 

Lin.  Camph.  Co.  in  White  Bottle  (G  C— 218/36).— This 
preparation  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act.  In  such  cases  the  general  practice  has  been 
to  put  the  prejxiration  in  a  distinctive  bottle  and,  of  course, 
■with  a  "  Not  to  be  taksn  "  label,  as  you  say. 

Cold  and  Influenza  Mixture,  P.J.F.,  003  (J.  P.— 218/35).— 
There  is  no  number  003  in  the  P.J.F.  It  is  perhaps  meant  for 
No.  033,  whicli  is  for  a  formula  suoh  as  you  require,  namely, 
Influenza  Mixture.  The  particulars  are: — Sodium  salicylate, 
120  grs. ;  concentrated  solution  of  ammonium  acetate,  4  fi.  drs. ; 
solution  of  ferric  chloride,  5  minims ;  chloroform,  6  minims ; 
water  to  6  fl.  oz. 

Journal  A.O.A.C.  ((M.  W.— 219/4).— Since  you  think  that  the 
journal  in  question  is  an  Amerioari"  one,  the  probability  is  that 
the  Journal  of  the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural 
Chemists  is  indicated.  This  is  published  quarterly — one  volume 
per  yea.r  and  aibout  600  pages  to  a  volume.  The  price  is 
5  dollars  a  volume,  and  the  publisihers  are  Messrs.  Williams 
and  Wilkins  Company,  Baltimore,  U.S.A. 

Black  Boot  Gloss  (E.  L.  St.  0.-219/8)  .—We  are  not  sure 
whether  you  mean  a  recipe  for  one  of  the  modern  boot  polishes 
in  paste  form  or  the  old-fashioned  liquid  polishes.  Of  the  former 
type,  the  following  is  an  excellent  example: — Ozokerite,  Sj  oz. ; 
ceresin,  2  lb. ;  carnauba  wax,  5j  oz. ;  beeswax.  If  oz. ;  turpentine, 
4  pints;  lamp  black,  2  lb.;  black  aniline  dye,  30  grs.  Perfume 
may  be  added  if  desired 

Stock  Aperient  for  Children  (K.  M.  R.— 218/47).— One  or 
other  of  the  following  formuliE  will  doubtless  suit  your  require- 
ments:— (1)  Magnesium  sulphate,  7^  grains;  magnesium  car- 
bonate, 22  grs.  ;  peppermint  water,  1  fl.  dr.  (2)  Magnesium 
Bulphate,  3  grains ;  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb,  10  minims ; 
caraway  wster  to  1  fl.  dr.  (3)  Syrup,  4  fl.  drs. ;  syrup  of  eenna, 
3  fl.  drs. ;  dill  water,  4  fl.  drs. ;  distilfed  water  to  2  fl.  oz. 

One-Solution  Hair  Dye  (E.  L.  St.  C— 219/8).— The  following 
dyes  the  hair  light  chestnut  to  black,  according  to  dilution:— 
Silver  nitrate,  1  oz. ;  copper  nitrate,  60  grs. ;  distilled  water,  8  oz. ; 
lolution  of  ammonia,  q.s.  Dissolve  the  salts  in  the  water,  and 
then  add  the  ammonia  ut,i'.\  a  clear  liquid  results.     This  applied 


to  the  hau-  undiluted  will  give  a  black  dye  on  exposure  to  sua- 
light ;  more  dilate  it  gives  a  brown  tint,  and  still  further  diluted: 
a  light  chestnut.  It  is  advisable  to  experiment  first  with  soma- 
white  hair. 

Yahout  {F.  J.  F.— 218/37).— "  Yahout  "  is  doubtless  a  modifi- 
cation of  "  Yoghourt  "  ar  "  Yaourte,"  which  is  the  Turkish 
name  applied  to  the  fermented  cow's  milk  commonly  eaten  all 
over  the  Levant.  The  ferment  used  is  a  portion  of  the  yoghourt 
of  good  flavour,  which  is  reserved  for  the  preparation  of  another 
quantity  of  yoghourt,  10  Gms.  being  used  for  1  litre  of  milk. 
That  is  how  it  is  done  in  Bulgaria,  but  the  modem  soured  milk 
is  made  with  special  cultures  of  the  bacillus,  and  Messrs.  Allen 
and  Hiartburys,  Ltd.,  7,  Vero  Street,  London,  will  supply  you 
with  what  you  require.  An  excellent  book  on  the  subject  is 
'  The  Bacillus  of  Long  Life,'  by  Loudon  M'.  Douglas,  published' 
iby  T.  C.  and  E.  O.  Jack,  5s.  net. 

Liquid  Cinnamon  and  Quinine  <E.  G.  R.— 218/23).— We  sug- 
gest that  you  use  the  Elixir  Quinine  Ammoniatum  Co.  of  the 
B.P.C.,  the  formula  for  which  is: — Quinine  sulphate,  2.00; 
ammonium  cairbonate,  4.46;  strong  solution  of  ammonia,  1.00; 
solution  of  cochineal,  2.00;  spirit  of  chloroform,  3.00;  oil  of 
cinnamon,  0.20;  alcohol,  37.50;  syrup  of  orange,  40.00;  dis- 
tilled water  to  100.00.  We  have  no  other  tried  formula  for  a 
Liquid  Cinnamon  and  Quinine  as  a  cold  cure,  but  the  above 
formula  might  be  modified  in  such  a.  way  as  to  comply  witih 
the  description.  For  example,  you  might  delete  the  solution 
of  cochineal,  and  replace  some  of  the  alcohol  with,  or  use  in 
addition  to  it,  tincture  of  cinnamon.  The  colour  then  might 
not  be  suggestive  of  much  strength  of  cinnamon,  but  that  could 
be  brought  up  by  means  of  burnt  sugar. 

Bottling  Fresh  Fruit  (M.  W.— 218/18).— In  further  reply  to 
your  inquiry,  a  coi-respondent,  Mr.  W.  S.  Wain,  of  Ripley, 
whom  we  thank,  states  that  the  method  we  suggested  would 
be  too  trouiblesome  for  many  people,  and  goes  on  to  say  that 
"if  salicylic  acid  is  safe,  as  undoubtedly  it  is,  it  is  an  easy  and 
effedt.ive  m^eithod,  it  follows  that  in  the  national  interest  the 
preservation  of  fresh  fruit  by  tliis  process  should  be  encouraged 
rather  than  condemned."  Mr.  Wiaan,  also  sends  us  a  printed 
envelope  labelled  "Pure  Salicylic "  Acid,"  giving  full  direc- 
tions for  preserving  bottled  fruit.  Briefly,  these  are: — The 
sound  fruiit  is  carefully  washed  and  filled  into  bottles  to  about 
an  inch  from  the  top.  Three  quarts  of  water  is  boiled  for  five 
minuites,  poured  into  an  earthenavare  jug  and  i  oz.  of  salicylic 
acid  dissolved  in  it.  This  is  allowed  to  cool,  and  is  them 
poured  into  the  bottles  of  fruit  in  suffiaient  quantity  to  cover 
the  fruit  completely.  The  bottles  (if  ordinary  pickle  bottles) 
are  tied  over  onoe  or  twice  with  parchment  paper  or  note- 
paper  previously  soaked  in  the  salicylic  acid  solution.  Thus 
preserved,  the  fruit  equal  to  fresh  fruit  is  available  any  time 
vrithin  twelve  months  of  bottling.  The  method  appears  to  be 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  have  adopted  it,  but  Mr. 
Wain  will  be  iglad  to  hear  of  any  suggested  improvement. 
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SUNDAY,  October  7. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m.,  Company  parade,  Headquarters,  for  Drill,  &c. 
10.40  a.m.,  Party  proceeding  to  Rainham  parade  Fen- 
church  Street.  Uniform,  marching  order,  withoutpack 
Rations  to  be  carried. 

Tuesday,  October  9.— 8.30  p.m.,  Musketry  Lecture 
for  Officers  and  N.C.O.'s. 

Wednesday,  October  10.— 3  p.m., No.  2  Platoon  parade^ 
at  Headquarters. 

Thursday,  October  11.— 3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons  pArade  at 

Headquarters. 

TUESDAY,  October  9. 

Eastbourne  pharmacists'  Association.— Annual  General  Meeting 
atl.SOp.m.  at  2a,  Terminus  Buildings.   Election  of  officers. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  10. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Asso'ciation. — Opening  Meeting  (Social  Evening) 
at  8.0  p.m.,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt  Street.  Ladies  Bpscially 
invited. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.— Opening  Meeting  at 
3  p.m.  in  the  Manchester  School  of  Technology.  Address  by  Mr.  Edmnnd 
White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  on  '•  My  Fifth  Year."  Pharmaoists  from  adjoining 
districts  invited  to  be  present. 

THURSDAY,  October  11. 

North  London  Pharmacists'  Association. — Opening  Meeting  at 
3  p.m.,  at  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  Arundel  Hotel,  the  Embank- 
ment. Subject,  "How  Progress  is  possible  in  Pharmacy,"  and  other 
important  matters. 
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Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
•r  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  veekly  newspaper 
tot  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  In 
Bngland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  It  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Bnssla,  Spain,  Switzerland.  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:   150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 
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Supply  of  Mineralised  and  Industrial  Spirit  for  Medicinal 
Purposes. 

As  a  result  of  further  representations  fsee  P. J.,  October  6, 
page  153),  certain  concessions  have  been  made  as  to  the  supply 
of  mineralised  and  industrial  spirit  for  strictly  medicinal  pur- 
poses. As  a  Class  A  certificate  is  restrict-ed  to  supplies  for 
«xclusively  war-material  purposes,  it  is  clearly  inapplicable  as 
a  voucher  for  supplies  for  other  purposes.  It  has  been  de- 
cided, therefore,  to  substitute  a  written  undertaking,  which 
must  be  sent  to  the  methylator  by  those  requiring  spirit  for 
purposes  connected  with  the  war,  or  for  medical  requii'ements. 
Such  an  undertaking  might  be  inscribed  on,  or  sent  along  with, 
the  requisition  form  to  the  methylator ;  or,  if  the  supplies  are 
procured  through  a  wholesaler,  as  part  of  the  written  order 
for  them.  While  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  to  intex-fero 
with  the  ordinary  trade  as  little  as  possible,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  requirements  of  spirit  for  purposes  connected  directly  and 
indirectly  with  the  war  and  for  medical  supplies  must  be  met 
first,  and  consequently  methylators,  wholesalers,  and  retailers 
are  expected  to  co-opterate  loyally  in  the  conserving  of  spirH 
Wipplies  throughout  the  country.  And,  in  particular,  an  appeal 
is  addressed  to  distributors  to  make  every  possible  effoii;  to 
reduce  the  use  of  mineralised  spirit  to  the  lowest  feasible  limits, 
-especially  for  burning  and  heating  purposes. 

Military  Service :  The  New  System  of  Medical  Examination 
of  Recruits  and  the  Supply  of  Medical  Practitioners  to 
the  Services  and  the  Public. 

At  Nottingham,  on  October  9,  Sir  A.  C.  Geddes,  Minister 
of  National  Service,  gave  an  explanatory  statement  as  to  the 
policy  of  his  Department  respecting  the  medical  examination 
of  recruits.  TTie  principal  fe.atures  in  the  new  system  are 
as  followB : — Abolition  of  medical  categories  A,  Bl,  C3,  etc. 
Four  new  grades  of  physical  fitness.  Equal  re.-vponsibility  of 
every  menll>er  of  the  National  Service  Board  for  its  de- 
cisions. Two  appeals  available  for  the  recruit,  the  second 
being  to  medical  assessors  unconnected  with  the  Ministry  of 
National  Service.  The  standiards  of  physical  fitness  are  being- 
fixfyi  by  tho  Medical  Advisory  Board  witHi  the  assist-ance  of 
IcadLrkg  outride  specialists — eaih  of  whom  is  facile  princeps 
in  hLs  own  line.  The  Ministry  i.s  also  undertaking,  through 
pr<yfe,wio(naJ  committees,  the  supply  of  mei<lical  men  to  the 
Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Service,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
•ml  the  National  Health  Commis.sioners.  It  hae  also  the 
Tesrponeibility  of  watching  over  the  medical  interests  of  the 
•eivil  nomnvunity,  with  sp>ecial  rfference  to  future  needs  in 
1919-1920. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

THE  COUNCIL  MEETING:  SOME  NOTANDA. 

There  were  several  special  items  of  business  at  the  Council 
meeting  on  October  3  which  call  for  categorical  comment.  In 
a  necessarily  severely  condensed  report  <yi  the  proceedings 
certain  points  were  not  brought  out  in  the  relief  prerequisite 
for  a  true  perspective  and  understanding  of  the  relative  .sub- 
jects. Hence  the  need  for  the  following  commentary.  It  is 
manifest  from  the  communications — some  of  them  in  the  forn»_ 
oi:  A.ssociation  resolutions — I'eaching  headquarters  from  various' 
piarts  of  the  eouaxtry  tha.t  the  movement  for  the  uitilisatioo  in^ 
tlieir  professional  capacity,  of  phaimacisits  in  tilie  Army  and 
Navy  is  a  widespread  and  insistent  one.  But  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  explanation  given  in  response  to  the  resolutions  from 
the  Bury  and  West  Suffolk  Phai-macists'  Association,  and  the 
Gloucester  Chemists'  Association,  the  case  for  an  Army  and 
Navy  Pihaima<;euitioal  Service,  with,  recognition  for  phaiana- 
cists  connected  with  it,  is  now  under  consideration  hy  the 
.Joint  Committee  of  reprejeiitatives  of  the  War  Office  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  no  effort  will  be  lacking  on  the 
part  of  the  iphamiaceutical  members  of  the  Committee  t^o  press 
for  the  removal  of  a  long-standing  anomaly,  the  continuance 
of  which,  quite  apart  from  any  question  of  professional 
grievance,  is  a  defect  and  a  disadvantage  in  relation  to  the 
efficiency  of  our  military  system.  The  correspondence  in  our 
columns  reveals  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  proposed  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Council  with 
representatives  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
to  discuss  the  question  of  the  title  of  chemist,  which  has  been 
raised  in  a  tentative  wav  hy  the  latter.  The  President  and 
Vice-President,  who,  along  with  the  Secretary,  are  to  repre- 
sent the  Council,  have  no  commission  to  make  any  concession 
to  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  as  to  the  statutory  titles  held  by 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  pharmacists.  Tlie  meeting  is 
intended  simply  for  the  exchange  of  explanations  and  views  on 
the  subject,  a  procedure  which  is  certain  to  be  useful  if  only 
as  a  means  of  eliciting  a  statement  of  the  relative  position  of 
each  hody.  It  remains  to  he  seen  whether  or  no  these 
pourimrlers  will  materialise  in  any  definite  policy  or  action. 
The  suspension  of  the  Bell  and  Manchester  Scholarships,  sub- 
ject to  the  necessary  legal  adjustments,  may  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  many  displacements  due  to  the  prolongation  of  the 
war.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  exigencies  of  the  war  have 
reduced  the  number  of  candidates  for  these  competitions,  so 
that  this  year,  in  the  case  of  the  Manchester  Scholarship,  no 
candidates  were  forthcoming.  But  as  many  otherwise  ehgihle 
candidates  are  absent  on  active  service,  or  pre-occupied  with 
abnormally  exacting  business  duties,  it  will  he  a  grievous 
hardship  if  .some  measure  cai.not  be  devised  to  reserve  then- 
interests  and  claims  in  connection  with  these  scholarships. 
In  the  meantime,  students  wJio  may  have  been  thinking  of 
becoming  candidates  for  next  year  s  competitions,  and  teachers 
of  pharmacy,  would  do  well  to  note  the  practical  certainty  ot 
th"  suspension  of  the  .scholarships,  .so  that  the  former  ma^^-  net 
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devote  time  and  labour  to  preparation  in  the  stibjects  for  the  I 
respective  examinations,  which  for  the  present  may  be  more 
profitably  errnployed  in  gone.iiail  study.      In  all  the  circuim- 
etances,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  should  have  l)een  such 
a  small  entry  for  the  laboratory  course  in  micro-biology.  In 
these  .strenuous  and  exacting  times  there  are  fevi^  pharmacists 
so  fortunately  placed  as  to  have  time  to  attend  for  three  hours' 
laboratory  instruction  each  day  on  three  consecutive  days 
weekly.    This  arrangement  was  made  because,  for  the  con- 
tinuity of  some  of  the  laboratory  operations  contem^plat&d  in 
the  scheme  for  the  course,  it  was  prerequisite  that  the  student 
should  attend  on  consecutive  days.     We  are  not  concerned 
hei-e  with  the  issue  as  to  the  grade  or  qualification  of  the 
finished  product  of  this  or  that  order  of  instniction  in  the  sub- 
ject.   There  is  probably  room  alike  for  the  specialist  and  the 
amateur.    For  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  relative  effec- 
tiveness of  both  forms  of  demand,  the  Council  has  judiciously 
decided  to  go  on  with  the  laboratory  course,  and  at  the  same 
time  make  suitable  provision  for  the  majority  of  the  students 
■who  took  the  opening  course  an  the  spring,  by  means  of  a 
demonstration    course,    which    will    serve    to    afford  some 
acquaintance  with  apparatus  and  technique,  and  also  as  a 
stepping-stone  for  such  students  as  later  can  proceed  to  a 
regular  and  systematic  laboratory  course.    It  is  somewhat  dis- 
appointing to  find  that  even  yet,  in  the  face  of  many  recent 
proofs  of  the  efficiency  and  value  of  official  pharmaceutical 
advice   and   assistance   in   matters   affecting   National  In- 
surance  and    public   health,    repi'esentative    public  bodies 
(jio   not  accord    (pharmacy    an    adequate    place    or  recog- 
nition   in    schemes    in    connection    with    which    its  co- 
operation would  undoubtedly  be  to  the  national  advantage. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Parliamentary  and  General  Pur- 
5>oses  Committee,  in  their  rejaort  [P. J..  October  6.  p.  160), 
should  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  recommending  that 
attention  be  called  to  the  omission  from  the  draft  Bill  for  a 
Ministry  of  Health  framed  by  the  National  Association  of  Li- 
snrance  Committees  of  any  provision  for  the  representation  of 
pharmacists  under  the  scheme.    There  are  two  cogent  reasons 
why  such  representation  is  alike  desirable  and  necessary.  In 
the  first  place,  as  pharmaceutical  interests  are  found  to  be 
materially  affected  iby  an  extension  of  Public  Health  work  by 
the  iState,  the  former  ought  to  have  a  direct  voice  in  delibera- 
tioDs  that  have  a  bearing  on  these  interests;  and  secondly, 
as  professional  men,  with  special  Joiowledge  of  many  of  the 
conditions  which  (the  projected  Ministry  of  Health  will  have 
to  handle,  pliarmacists  are  certain  to  make  useful  and  efficient 
members  of  the  auxiliary  bodies  connected  with  the  Ministry. 
On  these  grounds  we  feel  sure  that  the  appeal  for  support  in 
the  cl  aim  for  pharmaceutical  representation,  which  has  been 
addressed  by  the  Council  to  the  Association  of  Approved 
Societies  and  the  As.sociation  of  Insurance  Committees,  will 
meet  with  a  favourable  and  effective  response. 


REPRESENTATION    AT    THE    DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
AND    THE    CENTRAL  CONFERENCE. 

As  the  validity  and  adequacy  of  the  representation  of  the 
Insurance  Pharmacy  Service  in  England  and  Wales,  at  the 
recently  held  District  Meetings  and  Central  Conference,  were 
called  in  question  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  panel  chemists 
in  London,  on  October  4,  and  such  a  charge  is  calculated  to 
create  di.saffection  amongst  panel  chemists  because  of  the 
innuendo  as  to  the  methods  employed  in  submitting  the  Tariff 
proposals  for  1918  to  the  constituency,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  expose  the  baselessness  of  the  impeachment  fay  an  appeal 
to  the  facts  and  figures  of  the  case,  which  arc  easily  verifiable 
by  anyone  desirous  of  putting  them  to  the  test.  The  District 
Meetings  were  planned  so  that  each  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mitrt^e  should  be  entitled,  accwding  to  its  size,  to  one, two. 


ortJIwee  representatives.  And  the  complaint  is  that  tJhis  seal* 
was  unjust  to  London,  and  unduly  favourable  to  the  smaller 
Pharmaceutical  Committees.    It  is  arguable  that  the  London 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  might,  with  some  show  of  reason, 
have  claimed  a  larger  number  of  delegates  to  the  District 
Meeting,  but  some  of  the  smaller  areas  are  in  like  case.  Eor 
example.    Why  should  West  Ham,  with  44  panel  chemists, 
be  allowed  two  delegates,  whOe  East  Sussex,  with  a  con- 
stituency of  79,  only  had  one?    This  instance  alone  effectually 
disposes  of  the  figment  that  the  representation  was  gerry- 
mandered so  as  to  play  the  Delilah  trick  with  London.  More- 
over, the  system  of  representation  at  the  District  Meetings  was 
identical  with  that  in  operation  on  previous  occasions.    It  is 
further  alleged  that  the  Central  Conference  of  Representatives 
from  District  Meetings  was  engineered  so  as  to  impose  dis- 
ability on  I>ondon.    At  this  Conference  the  London  Pharma- 
iceutieal  Committee  had  three  representatives,  while  most  of 
the  other  Phaj-maceutiioal  Committees  were  reduced  to  a  shiar© 
in  a  delegate,  the  expiamtion  being  that  each  District  Meeiting 
sent  three  representatives  to  the  Conference  for  each  Pricing 
Group  affined  to  the  meeting.     Hence   London,  having  a 
separate  Pricing  Group,  got  three  representatives,  whereM 
the  Pharmaceutical  Committees  associated  with  other  Pricing 
Groups  had  only  joint  representation.    Each  group  elected  its 
own  representatives.    And  we  understand  that  Middlesex,  as 
the  largest  area  in  the  South-Eastern  Group,  was  invited  to 
nominate  a  delegate,  but  declined  to  do  so.    Oddly  enough, 
the  assertion  that  London  was  under-represented  at  the  Dis- 
trict Meeting  emanates  not  only  from  London,  but  also  from 
representatives  of  other  Metropolitan  area«,  who  probably 
expected  with  the  aid  of  London  to  secure  a  different  result 
at  the  District  Meeting.    Tlhns  count  of  the  indictment  is  set 
forth  in  the  official  ongan  of  the  Metropolitan  Aissociations  as 
follows  : — 

"  lllieir  (London's)  \T)ting  power  was  reinforced  by 
other  areais,  and  their  proposals  turned  down  by  dele- 
gates representing  no  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  number 
represented  by  the  minority." 
The    averment    that    the    TOtdng    2>ower    of    the  Metro- 
politan   areas    was     nominally     cancelled    by    tjie  vote 
of  delegates  from  an  aggregate  constituency  numbering  no 
more  than  one-tenth  of  the  London  area  constituency  is  a 
grotesque  and  indefensible  misstatement  of  fact,  as  wiU  clearly 
appear  from  an  e.xamination  of  the  actual  figures  of  the  panel 
lists.    These  are  as  follows  : — The  numbers  as  given  by  the 
pharmaceutical  panel  lists  are  :  London,  777 ;  Middlesex,  285 ; 
West  Ham,  44;  Kent,  191.    According  to  our  information, 
these  are  the  areas  that  were  outvoted.    It  should  be  pointed 
out,  however,  that  the  Kent  delegates  had  been  instructed  by 
the  panel  meeting  in  that  area  to  support  the  proposals  of  the 
Local  Associations  Executive.     But,  including  Kent,  a  poll 
would  have  given  the  minority  a  total  of  1,297.    The  aggre- 
ga.te  constituency  i^epresented  by  the  London  District  Meet- 
ing was,  according  to  the  panel  lists,  2,166.    To  this  figure 
may  be  added  the  207  panel  chemists  in  areaiS  from  which, 
for  various  reasons,  there  was  inability  to  send  up  a  delegate, 
•  but  which  had  written  indicating  their  views  on  tlie  proposals, 
all  being  in  support  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Local 
Associations  Executive.     Therefore,  the  grand  total  of  panel 
chemists  whose  judgment  on  the  Executive's  policy  was  taken 
at  the  DistriiCit  ^Meeting  was  2,373.    Of  that  number,  1,297 
(including  Kent)  are  accounted  for  by  the  votes  of  the  minority 
delegates.    This  is  the  minority  which  is  described  as  having 
been  out-voted — by  .some  inscrutable  process  of  legerdemain — 
by  areas  with  a  combined  constituency  of  one-tenth  of  the 
total  constituency  represented  at  the  meeting.     Figures  do 
I  sometimes  lie,  but  in  this  case  they  seem  to  indicate  that,  bat 
for  the  eleventh-hour  secession   of  Kent,  the  Metropolitan 
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areas  tdould  have  been  in  an  absolute  minority,  whether  the 
vote  had  been  taken  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  delegates 
or  on  that  of  the  panel  chemists  represented  hy  them.  Having 
regard  to  all  the  facts  of  the  case  as  above  stated,  it  is  a 
gratuitous  and  offensive  assumption  to  protest  that  the  result 
of  the  Conference  was  brought  about  by  sinister  manipulation 
of  the  electoral  or  other  machinery,  or  tlj^t  it  did  not  express 
and  record  the  actual  nund  and  will  of  the  panel  chemists  of 
England  and  Wales  as  declared  at  their  t)anel  meetings. 


THE  TARIFF   PROPOSALS  FOR  1918. 

There  has  been  so  miuch  misunderstanding  amd  mdsrefpre- 
sentation  concerning  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  proposals  of 
•the  Local  Associations  Executive  for  Insurance  dispensing  re- 
muneration in  1918,  that  at  the  risk  of  boring  our  readers  w© 
are  consit rained  to  reopen  the  exposition  of  the  subject  in  some 
detail.  One  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the  authorised  pro- 
posals is  the  delimitation  of  doubt  respecting  the  fee  which 
^ould  be  borne  by  any  given  prescription.  The  classification 
of  fees  as  for  extemporaneous  and  non-extemporaneous 
dispensing  has  created  no  end  of  confusion,  and, 
although  the  Commissioners  may  judge  otherwise,  is 
condemned  by  pharmacists  as  a  failure.  Tlie  cardinal 
features  of  the  proposals  of  the  Local  Associations 
Execirtive  are  tabulated  below  paraJiel  with  those  of  the  Pro- 
gressive Pharmacy  Club,  which  were  preferred  by  the  isigna- 
toiies  to  the  memorial  circulated  by  that  organisation : — 

L.A.E.'s  PROPOSALS. 

1.  Fee  of  5.5d.  for  all  componnd 
drags,  medicaments,  and  prepara- 
tions: also  all  single  drugs  separated 
into  more  than  one  doss. 

2.  Fee  o( 2d.  for  all  single  drugs, 
lolid  or  liquid. 


P.P.C.'s  PROPOSALS. 
1.  Flat  rate  of  4d.  on  compounded 
medicines  of  all  kinds. 


3.  Profit  of  33  1-3  per  cent,  on 
«08t  of  appliances. 


2.  Dispensing  fee  of  2.5d.  for  un- 
compounded  drugs  and  prepara- 
tions (includinf  proprietaries). 

3.  Fee  of  1.5d.  for  each  separate 
transaction  in  the  case  of 
appliances. 

We  undersitand  that  the  proposals  of  the  Progressive  Phar- 
macy Club  are  baised  on  investigations  made  by  ,the  Middlesex 
Pharmaceutical  Committee.  But  as  in  their  original  form 
these  proposals  differed  materially  from  those  propounded  to 
the  memorialiats,  they  cannot,  aave  in  the  Pickwickian  sense, 
be  described  as  having  been  weU  considered  to  begin  with, 
since  it  waa  found  necessary-  to  modify  them  almost  im- 
mediately after  publication.  At  a  first  glance  the  two  scales 
of  di.spensing  fees  when  viewed  in  parallel  series  seem  veiy 
unequal,  and  on  a  first  impression  the  P.P.C.'s  scale  appears 
to  promise  better  remnnerartion  than  the  other.  And  if  these 
ostensibly  higher  rates  were  only  combined  with  the  division 
of  fees  as  in  the  L.A.E.  scheme  they  would  no  doubt  yield  a 
substantial  advance  on  the  remuneration  derivable  from  the 
former.  It  is  j/recisely  this  change  in  tht  allocation  of  the, 
ftCH  that  makes  such  a  decisive  difference.  The  inclusion  of 
proprietairy  and  non -proprietary  preparations  in  the  class 
covered  by  the  2d.  fee  is  a  vital  difference  which  considerably 
lessens  the  value  of  the  P.P.C.'s  scale.  As  the  flat-rate  4d. 
fee  covers  "  comxx>unded  articles  of  all  kinds  "  there  would 
inevitably  be  uncertainty  in  many  c;i.ses  as  to  whether  or  no 
a  fjrreparafcion  had  been  compounded.  And  judged  by  past 
fiainfnl  experience  the  pharmacist  would  .seldom  be  given  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  there  would  be  consequent  deprecia- 
tion in  the  average  value  of  the  4d.  fee.  The  appliances  fee 
of  l-5d.  in  quite  ."satisfactory,  buit  we  find  cau.se  for  speculation 
in  the  fa«t  that  only  Id.  was  specified  in  the  F.P.C.'a  original 
Bcale  of  fees,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  the 
evidence  justifying  such  an  augmentation  has  been  sent  to 
the  Local  AesodationB  Executive.  It  may  be  objected  that 
*he  line  drawn  between  fees  (1)  and  (2)  in  the  L.A.E.  .scale 


is  jiot  definite  enough.  It  is  easily  demonstrable,  lw>w€\'er, 
that  a  few  typical  examples  wdJl  oleanly  guide  the  pricers  .us 
^.o  which  fee  is  applicable.  The  iee  of  2d.  ajppli'ee  only 'to 
single  dmgs,  and  does  not  include  i)i  epara/tdons ;  hepice 
having  regiard  to  tihe  small  number  of  prescriptions 
affected,  the  risks  of  a  wrong  fee  being  ciedited  are  redu<«d 
tio  a  miiidnmLm,  ;i,nd  afiter  a  few  weeks'  working  the  chances 
of  error  will  be  .praatically  eliminated.  It  ha^s  been  suggested 
that  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  Commissioners  might 
give  the  jproposals  of  the  P.P.C.  a  trial  in  the  Middlesex  an^. 
But  we  ipresiimie  that  this  would  depend — and  even  then  oi^y 
a.s  a  remote  contingency — on  the  result  of  direct  negotiations 
between  the  ^Middilesex  Phiaraniaceuitical  Committee  and  fhe 
Commiissione."'s.  And  .we  are  not  aware  that  such  a  separajfist 
oour.'^e  is  in  contemiplation.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  Middle-S^ex 
^x'ould  deem  it  wise  or  saife  to  embark  on  a  .precarious  enter- 
prise, wliich  might  be  fraught , with  untoward  consequences ^to 
the  whole  ,body  of  panel  chemists.  Even  if  the  Commiseioners 
did  decide  to  give  the  P.P.C. 'is  scheme  a  trial  in  any  area,  it 
would  only  mean  that  as  truistees  of  public  moneys  they  jex- 
pecited  to  make  a  better  bargain  for  the  State  in  that  atea 
tilmn  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  If  the  Commissioners  want 
infomiation  concerning  the  natui'e  and  scope  of  any  Tadff 
proposals  submitted  to  them,  they  do  not  need  to  colleotjit 
by  giving  this  or  that  area  differential  treatment.  Tlilir 
Intelligence  Department  can  promijtly  and  exiliaustively  am?i8s 
and  collate  all  the  necessai-y  data  through  the  Pricing  OflSfces 
in  a. few  weeks.  And  if  as  , a  result  of  .such  inquiry  differential 
treatment  were  conceded  to  on©  area  as  against  anotlier,  it 
would  be  in  oixler  to  effect  a  .saving  at  the  expense  of  the 
differentiated  area.  It  is  quite  untrue  to  insist  that  jn 
adlieaing  consiistentily  to  its  orijginal  propO'Sials  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  is  ignoring  or  oveniding  the  opinion 
pr  rigOuts  of  the  minoauty.  On  the  contrary,  ©very  constitu- 
tional facility  and  opportunity  has  been  provided  for  the 
articulation  and  propagation  of  the  views  of  the  minoTity. 
The  scheme  of  the  Local  Associations  Execaitive  holds  $he 
field  not  only  because  of  the  flaith  of  that  body  in  its  superior 
merits  as  a  sound  business  proposition,  but  because  it  has 
reoedved  the  aslsent  and  hacking  of  the  great  nrajority  of 
parrel  chemists  irr  England  and  Wales.  It  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusioir  that  panel  clremists  as  a  body  demaird  that  (remuirera- 
tioir  for  Insfiui&nce  disipensing  should  be  set  oir  a  nrore  equit- 
able footing  ahke  as  to  the  stairdard  of  fees  and  the  methjott 
of  applying  them.  The  latter  object  oan  be  atifcained  on  tlhe 
lines  of  the  L.A.E.  ipnopoeafe.  But  in  reference  to  the  former 
it  should  be  cleaiifiy  iiirdensltood  that  increased  fees  cannot 
'be  gaineid  simiply  by  askirrg  for  them  or  by  pleading 
"  war  corrditions."  The  terunis  solicited  By  tire  Local 
Associations  Executive  can  be  fully  justified  oir  economic  apd 
lequitable  grounds,  so  tha^t  no  accusation,  can  lie  that  phfur- 
maci.sits  as  a  class  are  seeking  to  make  the  country's  necessi^ 
their  opporturrity.  At  its  meeting  on  October  2  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  miade  it  abirndantly  clear  that  it 
would  be  explicitly  and  exipresaly  represented  to  the  Oom- 
nittsisioners  that  parrel  chemists  as  a  body  are  far  from  beirig 
satisfied  that  even  the  Tariff  proposals  for  1918,  if  carried 
i;rto  effect,  ,will  afford  anything  like  adeqaiate  reward  for  out- 
lay and  labour  in  connection  with  Insurance  dispensing.  At 
the  same  time,  phMnracists  as  good  citizens  have  no  desire 
or  intention  to  add  to  the  burdenis  and  ddstractioiiB  of  tjie 
present  critical  times  by  adopting  an  aggressive  or  ex|rloitil^ 
fjolicy.  The  syarnpathy  and  goodwill  of  the  general  public  is 
a  precious  asset  to  a  body  of  pr^ofefisional  men  like  pharma- 
icists,  who  oome  into  close  personal  contact  with  a  large 
section  of  the  .commuiiitv.    So  thiat,  even  if  pha rnra«i.'?ts  were 
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not.  as  tliey  ]m\e  ahrays  pro\  cd  tlicmselves  to  he.  loyal  and 
patriotic  enough  to  dcsdre  indi-\idiuilly  and  coll  actively  to  ■case 
ratiiev  than  add  rbo  national  difficulties  and  resiponsdbilities, 
they  would,  even  on  the  imercenary  level  of  business  interests, 
be  consiirained  to  |keep  tlveir  demands  within  injodenate  and 
reasonable  limits. 


SIR   EDWARD  EVANS. 

By  the  death  of  Sir  Ediwara  Evans  pharmacy  and  public 
life  lose  an  outlstanding  and  commanding  personality.  Tlie 
second  son  of  Edward  Evans,  senior,  one  of  the  head^  of  the 
hiatoric  firm  of  Evans  Sons  a-nd  Co.,  Edward  Evans,  junioa-, 
a.£t«r  being  educated  in  Scotland,  along  with  his  brother, 
J.  J.  Evans,  wIlo  pi^eceased  him  only  by  a  few  months — 
begian  his  business  career  in  1862  in  tlie  service  of  a  firm  of 
West  India  merchants  trading  wiUi  Demerara,  and  four  years 
later  entered  Ms  father's  firm,  'becoming  a  partner  in  1868, 


vice-chairman  of  Evans  Sons  Lesdier  and  W^ebb,  Limited,  on 
the  formation  of  that  company,  and  chaiiTiwin,  in  succession  to 
hisba-other,  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans,  early  this  year.  For  twenty-one 
years  he  regulariy  and  isuic<;essfully  represented  his  firm  in  the 
north-western  part  of  Eng;iand,  arid  was  the  personal  friend 
of  ©very  customer  upon  ,whom  he  called.  In  1876  he  visited 
Oanadia  and  the  United  States  in  the  intereirtis  of  his  fii-m, 
and  subsetjuently  made  no  less  than  thirteen  tranisa.tlantic 
buisine.«s  itrip.s.  From  the  OTit.«6b  of  his  bu.iiness  life  Sir 
Edward  Evans  took  a  li\  eJy  and  ^iraotical  interest  in  all  tlhe 
affair.**  of  the  drug  trade.  He  was  a  prominent  member  and 
served  a  term  ajs  President  of  the  Drag  Club,  and  his  election 
a«  President  of  the  BritLsli  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1911 
wa*  a  well-merited  reoognition  of  his  manifold  services  to  the 
interests  subserved  by  that  body.  It  will  te  recalled  that  his 
year  of  office  as  President  was  signalised  by  a  large  increase 
of  memberahip  due  to  his  personal  initiative  and  effort,  and 
that  the  scientific  and  .social  success  of  the  Edinburgh  meeting 
in  1912  owed  much  to  the  ardour,  ability,  and  assiduity  with 
wQiich  he  attended  not  only  to  the  general  plan-  but  also  to 
every  detail  of  the  arrangements.  His  Presidential  Addxeete 
on  tiliat  occasion  was  a  cfliaraoteristic  sumaiiation  and  expres- 
sion of  jnany  fruitful  years  of  experience  of  all  phases  of 
ph;irnvif  V.    And  it  wnuM  Invp  been  better  for  the  couTitr\-  if 


it  liad  piiifl  earlier  heed  to  his  .suggestions  as  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  medicinal  her^bs  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  through- 
out the  British  Empire.  Sir  Edward  Evans  had  a  geniu.'i- 
for  political  work,  and  might,  if  he  had  chosen  to  devote  him- 
self fully  to  it,  easily  have  obtained  political  leadership.  For 
twenty  years  he  w&'S  the  cOaief  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Liver- 
pool and  for  twenit.y-fiv6  years«  in  the  Wirral  Division  of 
Ciheshire.  And  for  twelve  yea.rs  he  held  the  re- 
sponsible and  influential  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Council 
of  the  National  Liberal  Federation.  He  was -knighted  in 
1906.  and  in  1910,  in  reoognition  of  a  unique  record  of 
political  and  social  reform  seiA-ioe,  he  was  presented  with  his 
portrait  by  his  Liverpool  friends,  the  prescntiktion  ceremony 
being  performed  by  the  then  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Asquith,  wJio,  in  miaking  the  presentation,  paid  a  glowing 
tribute  to  the  character  and  woi-k  of  the  recipient  of  tli© 
honour.  Sir  Edward  Evans  was,  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
miich^abiused  term,  a  man  of  the  world,  equally  at  home  ae 
chairman  of  the  sometimes  electrically  charged  atmosphere 
of  a  political  meeting,  in  the  staid  .and  serene  environment 
of  the  scientific  sessions  of  a  Conference  -meeting,  or  as  the 
genial  and  expansive  director  of  a  smoking  concert,  wh«n 
his  ob^^ously  unbounded  capacity  for  rational  relaxation  and 
enjoyment  and  unequalled  faculty  for  generating  and  main- 
taining a  spirit  of  fellowisihip  and  sociality  never  failed  to 
make  the  occasion  a  memoi'ably  ha-p-py  one.  In  business  life 
he  wias  the  soul  of  integrity  audi  honom*.  In  the  political 
•sphere  he  wias  an  uncompromising  but  chivalrous  advocate 
of  the  principle®  whicli  he  cherished,  and  in  all  his  private 
relatioiishi}>s  he  was  tlhe  most  engaging  and  admirable  of 
men — •generous,  sATnpabhetac,  and  kindly.  As  his  troops  of 
friends  and  acqiuaintances  in  all  parts  of  the  world  will  sorrow- 
fully realise,  life  for.  them  must  sivffer  a  lasting  imipoverish- 
ment  because  of  the  pas.sing  of  him  who  in  divers  ways 
enriched  it  alike  by  in.sipiring  example  and  faithful  service 
both  to  liis  calling  land  to  his  country. 


THE    PUNGENT    PRINCIPLES    OF  GINGER. 

BT    JAMES    GEIEB.     M  SC,     TH  C, 
Lecturer  in  Pharmaceutics,  L'niversity  of  Manchester. 

In  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society  for  August,  1917; 
appear  three  papers,  entitled :—LXIV.— The  Pungent  PrincipIeK 
of  Ginger.  Part  I. :  A  New  Ketone,  Gingerone  (4-Hydroxy-3- 
methoxv-phenylethyl  Methyl  Ketone),  occurring  in  Ginger.  By 
Hirashi  Nomura,  Agricultural  College,  Imperial  University  of 
Tokyo,  and  Science  College,  Imperial  University  of  Sendal. 
(Received  March  26,  1917.)  LXV.— The  Pungent  Principles  of 
Ginger.  Part  I. :  The  Chemical  Characters  and  Decomposition 
Products  of  Thresh's  "  Gingerol."  By  Arthur  Lapworth,  (Mrs.) 
li.  Kletz  Pearson,  and  Frank  A.  Royle.  LXVI.— Tlie  Pungent 
Principles  of  Ginger.  Part  II. :  Synthetic  Preparations  of 
Gingerone,  Methyl^Gingerone,  and  some  Related  Acids.  By 
Arthur  Lapworth  and  Frederick  H.  Wykes,  Organic  Chemical 
Laboratories,  The  University,  Manchester.  (ReceivetJ  April  27, 
1917.)  In  the  original  notice  of  his  paper  Nomura  named  th» 
UCTV  ketone  "  Zingiberone,'"  and  Profeesor  Lapworth  used  the 
word  "Gingerone,''  but  both,  apparently  to  avoid  confusion, 
han  e  agreed  to  name  it  "  Gingerone."  Gingerone  is  related 
in  structure  to  vanillin,  from  which  it  ha?  been  synthesised  by 
both  investigators  by  the  reduction  of  the  condensation  product 
of  vanillin  and  acetone 

Vanillin,  C,H,(OH)(0Me)-CHO  >^  C,H3(0H)(0Me)-CH: 
CH'COMe,  reduction  of  which  gives  gingerone,  C.HjlOH) 
(OMe)  CH:'CH/C0Me,  or  4-h'ydroxy-3-methoxy-phenyl-ethyl 
methyl  ketone. 

0H<^        ^CHa  •  CHo  •  CO  ■  CHj. 
OMe 

Method  of  Preparation. 

Nomura  states  that  the  yield  of  the  ketone  from  g^n^r  i* 
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poor.  Dry  powdered  ginger  was  extracted  with  cold  ether,  the 
ethereal  syrupy  exlratt  redissoUed  in  a  little  ether  and  syhaken 
with  2  per  cent,  soda  for  three  hours.  The  pungent  principles 
were  precipitated  from  the  alkaline  solution  by  means  of 
carbon  dioxide  free  from  hydrochloric  acid,  and  extracted  with 
ether.  The  ethereal  solution  was  washed  free  from  acid  and 
alkali  with  2N-sodium  carbonate  and  water  respectively,  dried 
over  anhydrous  sodium  sulphate,  and  evaporiited.  This  yielded 
1  per  cent,  of  an  oily  liquid,  which  was  distilled  on  un  oil 
bath  under  a  reduced  pressure  of  0  5  to  1  M.m. 

Purification. — Its  ethereal  solution  was  shaken  with  concen- 
trated solution  of  sodium  hydrogen  sulphite,  and  the  crystals  of 
the  bisulphite  compound  washed  free  from  colour  with  ether 
and  decomposed  with  concentrated  solution  of  sodium  car- 
bonate. The  feformed  oil  was  extracted  with  ether,  washed, 
dried,  and  evaporated,  the  yield  now  obtained  being  0'04-  per 
cent,  of  the  original  material,  of  which  367  kilos,  or  7  cwt.,  had 
been  used.  On  cooling  and  continuous  agitation  with  a  minute 
quantity  of  the  solid  (synthetic)  keftone,  the  oil  solidified  to  a 
somewhat;  brown  mass,  which,  after  recrystallisation  from 
light  petroleum  (B.P.  50-70°),  or  from  a  mixture  of  ether  and 
light  p>etroleum,  melted  at  40-41°  C.  The  colourless  crystals  thus 
purified  gave  on  analysis  results  which  corresponded  to  the 
formula  C,,H,,0.,. 

Edictions. — Girgerone  gives  a   red  colour  with  Millon's  re- 
agent, dissolves  to  a  green-coloured  solution    with  alcoholic 
ferric  chloride  (phenolic  reaction)  and  reduces  ammoniaoal  silver 
nitrate  solution  on  warming.     Shaking  with  2  per  cent,  soda 
several  hours  gave  no  visible  decomposition.    The  phenyl- 
azone  and  semi<arbazone  were  not  obtained  in  the  pure 
•.  owing  to  the  instability  of  the  compounds  and  the  small 
quantities  of  ketone  available,  but  well  characterised  derivatives 
such  as  the  acetyl  and  benzoyl  derivatives,  were  prepared  from 
the  synthetic  product. 

Synfhdic  Gingerone  (Xomura)  occurs  in  crystal^ m.pt.  40-41°  C, 
or  as  an  oil  boiling  at  187-188°  C.  under  14  M.m.  pressure.  The 
yield  of  synthetic  oil  from  ivanillin  was.  roiighlv,  20  per  cent. 

Mfthyl  Oinpirnne,  C,H,(OMe)/CH.  CH,  CO"Me.— By  shaking 
solution  of  gingerone  in  5  per  cent,  soda  with  methyl  sulphate, 
(CH,)jSO,.  for  half  an  hour,  conversion  into  its  bisulphite  com- 
pound and  subsequent  liberation  with  sodium  carbonate.  This 
yielded  some  50  per  cent,  of  a  n<?»-pungent  oil  which  distilled  at 
188-189°  C.  under  17"5  M.m.  pressure.    After  several  months  the 
'  ■  ■'<:  solidified  on  stirring  with  a  glass  rod  with  evolution  of 
and  the  crystals,  which  are  rtat  pungent,  melted  at  55- 
'  '.    In  a  note  it  i.s  statetl  that  compounds  corresponding  to 
nethyl  derivative  and  its  oxinie  were  synthesised  by  Kauf- 
]  and  Radosevie  (Ber.,  1916,  49,  675),  while  the  research  was 
'j^ress.    Methyl  gingerone  on  oxidation  with  KMnO^  yields 
rnc  acid,  and  with  NaOBr  it  gives  (i-Z  :  4-dimethoxyplienyl- 
lonic  acid. 

(7Vi  he  continued.) 


ORGANISATION  OF  BUSINESS,  EDUCATIONAL 
STANDARDS,  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE 
RESOURCES  OF  THE   BRITISH  EMPIRE.* 

BY    LtEUTENANT-COLOXEL    E.    F.    H.1BHISOX,  C.lf.G. 

(Continued  from  page  l-'iC.) 


Organisation  of  Chemical  Industry'  on  an  Imperial  an^ 
International  Scale. 

loubt  if  there  is  any  industry  which  from  its  very  nature 
itself  better  to  organisation  on  a  national  scale— perhaps 
uld  say  an  imperial  or  international  scale — Chan  chemical 
-try;   nor  do  I  think  any  industry  can  he  much  more 
-ident  for  the  fullest  and  most  successful  development  on 
large  scale  organisation   and  systcmatisation.      Of  the 
i?  branches  of  chemical  industry  this  is  especially  true 
nufacturing  organic  chemistry.    It  would  be  an  interesting 
r  for  speculation  or  for  serious  .study  to  consider  how  far 
^ierman  tendency  to  organisation  and  system  has  con- 
'd  to  the  immense  growth  of  the  manufacture  of  organic 
icals  in  that  country,  and  how  far  the  growth  of  this 
facture,  due  partly  to  other  causes,  has  itself  stimulated 
:>/stered  the  national  tendency  to  organisation.  Probably 
no  things  have  been  mutually  cause  and  effect;  but  how- 
that  may  be,  the  development  of  the  German  manufacture 
ot  fijf-s,  synthetic  medicinal  chemicals,  and  organic  chemicals 
jrenerally,  i.i  an  object-lesson  which  it  is  focjlibh  not  to  study 


♦  Inaas^Qral  sesnional  address  delivered  l,y  Lieat.-Colonel  Harrison, 
O.M.O.,  at  the  openinz  of  the'  seventy-jixth  se'sion  of  he  Schoo  !of 
Pharmacy  on  ^October  3,  1917. 


and  learn  from.  Ono  of  the  reasons  why  organisation  on  afc 
least  a  national  scale  is  so  important  in  this  industry  is  tha,t  an 
essential  feature  of  the  work  is  tliat  the  by-products  of  one 
manufacture  are  the  raw  material  of  another;  this  is  doubtless 
true  to  some  extent  of  many  industries,  but  probably  in  hardly 
any  to  the  same  extent.  There  is  practically  no  limit  to  the 
complexity  and  tlivcrsity  of  organic  substances,  and  there  is 
therefore  no  limit  to  the  complexity  and  diversity  of  the  by- 
products each  one  of  which  may  bo  a  starting  point,  or  at 
least  an  essential  accessory,  for  the  production  of  some  other 
substance.  As  the  complexity  of  products  increases,  it  Ijecomes 
increasingly  impossible  for  "their  manufacture  to  bo  carried 
out  by  small  concei'ns  operating  without  closo  con- 
nection with  others;  a  firm  must  cither  be  so  large 
that  it  can  carry  out  a  long  series  of  operations 
with  large  quantities  of  material,  producing  its  jwn 
accessories  and  using  up  its  own.  by-products,  or  it  must  bo  in 
such  close  co-operation  with  other  firms  that  it  is  regularly 
supplied  with  the  accessories  required  and  has  suitable  outlets 
for  its  by-products;  and  suoh  oonditione  will  hardly  be  secured, 
will  certainly  nor,  be  mast  economically  secured,  by  trusting  to 
the  blind  oi>eration  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  supply  and 
demand.  Careful  pbroing  beforehand  and  organieation  of 
the  whole  field  of  woink  arc  iiecessiary. 

Tlio  same  necessity  airises  in  comieotion  with  the  marketing 
of  the  products.  A  firm  can  hardly  be  cxperrted  to  lay  out 
huge  sums  on  pla.nit,  n^aterials,  laboratories,  etc.,  for  tho 
production  of  some  substance  on  the  large,  that  i.-?,  the  econo- 
mical, scale,  if  it  is  then  to  find  that  several  otbor  fii-me  have 
done  the  same  thing  and  tliere  is  suoh  la  glut  on  tfhe  ma-rket  of 
the  product  that  its  manufacture  beooir.«6  unprofitable.  Hero 
agiain,  planning  beforehand,  co-operation,  and  systematic  allo- 
cation of  particular  work  are  required. 

Interdependence  of  Chemical  Science  and  Industry  and 
Pharmacy. 

You  may  be  inoUned  to  think  that  all  this  has  not  muc(h 
to  do  with  pharmacy.  But  if  yoiu  consider  the  large  number 
of  synthetic  organic  substance's  used  in  medicine,  as  well  as 
the  largo  number  of  active  principles  produced  by  the  opera- 
tions of  organic  ohomiistry  on  natural  medioinal  raw  pi-oduchs, 
you  may  find  it  idlifficult  to  decide  whether  it  is  more  true  to 
say  that  orga-nic  chemistry  is  a  braach^  of  pharmacy  or  that 
pharmacy  is  a  brandh  of  organic  chemistry,  but  I  think  you 
will  admit  that  pharmacy  is  very  much  concorned  in  the 
manufacture  of  organic  chemicals.  I  think  you  would  find 
also  that  mi  most  developments  of  organic  chemistry  in  this 
country  hitherto  some  of  the  men  oonoerned  in  the  develop- 
ments bavo  ibegun  theiir  careers  as  ordinary  phairmaoiBite, 
and  that  many  of  them  have  been  trained  in  this  School. 
For  the  sake  of  pharmacy  T  hooe  to  see  many  moa-e  phar- 
macists in  such  positions  in  the  future. 

If  we  turn  to  the  retail  side  of  pharmacy,  the  necessity  for 
co-operation,  organisation  on  the  large  scale,  and  specialisa'-i.)?!, 
though  perhap.s  less  striking,  is  hardly  less  apparent.  It  las  long 
been  a  favourite  theme  of  mine,  and  I  have  preached  on  the 
subject  in  this  lecture  theatre  before  to-day,  that  for  the 
adequate  realisation  of  the  principle  "pharmacy  for  the  phar- 
m.ncist  "  such  oo-oneration  and  co-ordiinntlon  are  essential. 
Without  my  naming  any  names,  you  can  all  call  to  mind  one  or 
more  large  concerns,  owning  large  numbers  of  shops  all  over 
the  country,  big  enough  to  do  practically  all  their  own  manu- 
facturing in  central  factories,  serving  the  public  on  the  whole 
well,  and  economically  in  such  a  strong  jiosition  that  few 
individual  pharmacists  can  stand  out  against  their  competition. 
The  point  on  which  I  wish  to  lay  .stress  to-day  is  that  con- 
ditions after  _  the  war  will  so  necessitate  the  most  economical 
methods  of  industry  and  commerce  that  for  most  businesses, 
pharmacy  among  others,  development  along  euoih  lines  will  be 
the  only  possibility. 

Before  passing  away  from  this  matter  I  would  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  organisation  on  the  large  scale  is 
essential  for  snccialisaiion  of  the  workers  in  an  industry  on 
particular  problems,  and  that  such  specialisation  is  the  fruitf-il 
parent  of  invention,  whether  of  new  products  or  of  improved 
processes.  It  is  also  the  case  that  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
equipment  and  maintenance  of  research  laboratories  can  only 
be  provided  by  well-organised  industries.  The  necessity  for 
far  more  research  in  connection  with  all  industrial  procc-s<6  is 
so  generally  admitted  to-day  that  I  need  not  insist  on  t:  ifc 
is  an  aspect  of  the  matter  which  should  appeal  to  all  ph<ir- 
macist.s,  and  especially  to  members  of  this  Society,  whioh  wj»g 
among  the  earliest  educational  bodies  to  found  laboratories, 
'^specially  for  research  in  the  subjects  pertaining  to  its  work. 

(To  he  continvcd.) 
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LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Lanarkshire.— Insurance  Committee. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  County  of  Lanark  Phar- 
maoeutioal  Cominittco  was  held  at  MotJierweil  on  October  3. 
Mr.  A.  A.  Diok,  Bellshill,  presided.  The  price  per  form  was 
8.56d.,  practically  the  saane  as  for  the  corresponding  month 
of  last  year. 

London.— Panel  Chemists  Meet. 

About  seivenity  London  j>hamiacists  a.ss6mbled  lust  Thursday 
afternoon  at  the  Ainmdol  Hotel,  Thames  Embankment.  The 
meeting  was  called  by  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  and 
had  before  it  a  memorial  which  it  was  proposed  should  be 
presented  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner. — Mr.  Hugo  Wolflf  mo^•ed  that 
the  present  remuneration  for  National  In'uranoo  disi>ensing 
■vvas  totally  inadequate,  and  asked  for  remuni  ration  at  the  rates 
suggested  in  the  memorial. — Mr.  Abraham  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, \\-hic.h  was  carried  without  dis.sent. — The  Chairman  then 
moved:  "That  the  diraft  memorial  before  the  meeting  be 
adopted  as  expressing  the  views  of  the  panel  chemists  here 
ajsseanbled."  He  said  that  when  the  clulb  asked  the  pharmacists 
of  London  to  meet  in  Anderton's  Hotel,  the  intention  was  to 
ask  the  m-eeiting  to  adopt  the  memorial.  There  had  been  over 
300  promises  to  attend  that  meeting,  bivt  veo-y  few  had  in  fact 
attended.  These  few  had  since  approached  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Executive,  amd  by  passing  the  present  resolution  the 
meeting  would  endorse  their  action. — Mr.  F.  G.  Hines  seconded 
the  resolution,  -v\^hich  was  cai-ried  unanimously. — Mr.  James 
Kirkpatrick  rnoved :  "That  this  meeting  of  panel  chemists, 
whilst  protesting  _  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  against  the 
unsatisfactoi-y  tariff  proposals  of  the  Local  Associations  E.xecu- 
tive,  and  also  against  the  inadequate  representation  accordetl 
to  London  and  other  important  areas  at  district  meetings, 
realises  the  paramount  importance  of  unit-ed  action  in  approaoh- 
ing  the  National  Insurance  Commassioners,  and  agrees  with 
tihe  presentation  of  the  memorial  to  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  for  them  to  use  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the 
demand  for  better  professional  fees."  He  said  this  was  the 
resolution  that  would  have  been  proposed  at  the  meeting  at 
Anderton's  Hotel,  had  it  been  held.  Wlien  pharmacists  went 
to  the  Commissioners  asking  for  better  t«rms,  it  was  agreed 
they  should  go  as  professional  men  asking  adequate  fees  for 
professional  services.  They  knew  they  could  not  ask  at  the 
start  for  wlxat  they  ought  to  g^et,  but  they  put  a  basis  on  which 
they  could  build  up  to  something  greater  and  higher.  Some 
of  those  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Commissioners  felt  that 
the  least  professional  flajt-rate  fee  they  ought  to  get  wa.s  six- 
pence, but  the  Local  Associations  Executive  seemed  to  have 
lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  original  fee  was  only  a  foundation 
on  which  to  build. — Capt/ain  Atkins  seconded  the  resoluition. 
He  hoped  the  Club  would  not  attempt  in  any  way  to  go  apart 
from  the  present  organisation,  but  he  would  like  to  see  it  make 
a  very  big  attempt  to  collar  the  organisation. — Mr.  Hugo  Wolff 
supported  the  resolution.  He  said  that  in  presenting  the 
memorial  to  the  Local  Associations  Executive  it  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  suggestaon  that,  in  presenting  their  request 
to  the  Commission,  the  L.A.E.  should  not  fail  to  make  it  known 
that  while  they  were  asking  for  a  certain  figure,  a  large  body 
of  chemists  wanted  more. — Mr.  F.  G.  Hines  said  he  had  worked 
hard  in  the  North  to  back  up  the  movement  that  had  been 
iniitiatod  in  London.  Some  statements  had  been  made  that 
he,  being  a  member  of  the  Council,  ought  not  to  lend  his  weight 
to  sudh  a  movement.  He  considered  that  absolute  rubbish. 
The  suggestion  was  that  he  ought  to  act  only  in  conjunction 
•with  his  colleagues,  but  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  he  would  act  as  an  individual.  Libertj'  of  action  ought 
to  be  reserved  to  any  member  of  the  Council.  He  looked  upon 
the  resolution  passed  at  the  Conference  of  Representatives  as 
a  disgraceful  attempt  to  discredit  work  which  was  being  sin- 
cerely put  forward  for  the  benefit  of  lAaimacy. — The  i-esolution 
■was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 

Middlesex.— Insurance  Committee. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  Insurance  Committee,  held 
on  October  1,  at  the  Guildhall,  Westminster,  M'r.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  M.P.,  presiding,  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes 
Sub-Committee  recommended  the  payment  of  accounts 
amounting  to  £34,830  9s.  6d.  Amongst  these  were  the  follow- 
ing: — ^To  chemisits  for  drugs  and  dispensing.  1916.  £4  8s.  5d.  ; 
ditto,  1917,  £3,182  5s.  2d.  ;  medical  practitioners,  emergency 
drugs,  £15  8s.  9d.  ;  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  administrative 
expenses,  £251  18s.  9d. — The  accounts  were  paased. 


PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY  COMPETITION. 

NEW  SERIES  OF  EXERCISES. 

A  new  series  of  exercises  m  priLotical  chemi&tjry  fvr 
studeuts,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  provided  by  tl]<< 
Journal  for  several  years  past,  conuneiK>p«  with  the  presemt 
nionth.  One  oxercise  is  tot  (xich  moitth,  and  the  work  is 
u.sually  of  much  the  .saane  nature  and  staaidard  as  is  require<l 
in  tlie  Minor  Examination.  PartiouJiare  of  the  work  to  Vx' 
doaie  will  be  announced  in  tdie  first  issue  of  each  montli, 
and  ajiyono  dtesilinig  to  carry  out  the  exercises  can  obtaiii 
the  materials  proviided  by  sending  la  ■  stamped  addrosse<J 
enveloije  by  the  date  namcKl.  The  work  is  to  be  complete*! 
in  a  stated  time,  and  all  those  wibo  send  in  reports  by  the 
.}jirop6r  (l<iie  vdli  be  awarded  marks,  w^hich  will  be  publishol 
in  the  Journal  early  in  the  sucoeedimg  month,  together  witli 
holjpful  oritioisms  and  not,03  on  the  work.  Pseudonyms  of 
initials  only  of  competitors,  not  full  names,  wiill  be  published, 
except  in  the  case  of  prize-winners.  If  a  sufficient  standard 
of  excellence  is  obbaine<l,  the  st/Hdents  senddn:g  in  tlhe  best 
two  reports  eaclh  month  will  receive  prices  of  sciemtific  or 
technical  books  published  at  half  a  guinea  and  six  shillinigs 
respectively,  provided  they  have  not  passed  the  Minor 
examination,  but  no  one  can  take  more  than  two  prizes  in 
the  series,  which  will  consist  of  ten  monthly  exercises.  A 
special  prize  or  prizes  may  also  be  awarded  at  the  close  of 
the  competition  on  the  results  of  the  whole  eeries  of  ten 
exercises. 

Students  can  send  for  the  materiak  month  bj'  montfli,  as 
announced,  but;  the  better  way  is  to  send  ten  stamped 
a/ddiressed  envelopes  with  the  first  application,  when  the 
materials  will  be  sent  regularly  without  further  applications 
being  required. 


EXERCISE  FOR  THIS  MONTH. 


Analyise  qualitatively  the  given,  miixtare,  which  contains 
not  more  than  two  pnnoipaJ  bases  aJid  three  principal  acids, 
and  examine  it  carefully  for  traces  of  substances  present  as 
impurities. 

Applications  for  the  material  provided,  with  stamped 
addressed  envelopas.  must  be  received  by  the  Editor  not 
later  than  October  18,  and  reports  on  the  work  must  be  sen* 
in  not  later  than  November  1. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL 
MEETINGS. 


GREAT    YARMOUTH.— The    opening    meeting    of  the 

winter  session  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  156,  King  Street,  on  October  4,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  T.  B.  Male  (President)  in  the  chair.  Also  present :  Measrs. 
J.  S.  Shearman,  T.  J.  Woodcock,  R.  E.  Richmond,  H.  Palmer, 
H.  E.  Goddai-d,  and  W.  G.  Pott,  Hon.  Sec.  The  appeal  for 
subscriptions  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Fund  was 
considered.  It  was  decided,  after  some  discussion,  to  let  it 
remain  in  aJbeyance  for  a  time. 


HULL. — At  the  opening  meeting  of  the  winter  session  of  the 
Hull  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Society,  on  October  2,  with 
Mr.  Selle  in  the  chair,  there  was  a  slight  discussion  on  the 
question  of  securing  uniformity  in  local  prices. — Mr.  J.  F. 
ROBSON  read  a  paper  on  "  Motoring,  Grave  and  Gay,"  in  which 
he  strongly  recommended  the  adoption  of  motoring  as  a  hobby 
by  pharmacists,  and  gave  intei'esting  particulars  as  to  the  cost; 
of  running  a  car.  He  was  the  first  member  to  use  a  car,  but 
now  about  half  of  those  present  bad  followed  his  example,  and 
joined  in  the  discussion  which  followed. 


LEEDS.— The  opening  meeting  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  took  place  on  October  10,  when  an 
address  was  given  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Neathehcoat,  Vice-President 
of  the  Society.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  will  be  published 
in  next  week's  Journal. 


MANCHESTER.— The  opening  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  on  October  10,  when 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  delivered  an  address  on  "  My  Fifth  Year," 
a  report  of  which  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday,  October  11,  1917. 
Tlhe  market  is  quiet-er,  amd,  generally  s.peaJdng,  the  price 
cianges  that  have  taken  place  during  the  week  are  not  of  a 
(remarkable  kind.  Phenaoetin  is  distinctly  lower  in  price, 
■but  in  other  synthetic  drugs  tlh'ere  are  very  few  changes. 
Glove  Oil  has  further  advanced.  Small  supplies  of  1917  Cod- 
liver  Oil  ai-e  oSered  at  high  prices,  but  practically  no  1916 
oil  seems  to  be  available.  In  heavy  chemicals  business  is 
quiet,  but  on  the  whole  prices  ore  well  maintained,  and  in 
view  of  th«  insufficiency  of  supplies  any  s)puri  in  the  demjand 
sends  up  prices. 

Higher. — Cream    of   Tantar,    Vanillin,   Ooumarin,  HeHo- 
■apin.    Potassium    Permanganat'e,    Clove   Oil,  Tartarated 
Antimony,   Hard   Paraffin,  Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron, 
Shellac,  Para  Rubber,  Tui'pentine,  Arsenic,  Cloves,  Nutmegs, 
Mace. 

Firmer. — Amerioan    Peppermint    Oil,    Cassia    Oil,  Jalap, 
SulpJiuir. 

Easier. — ^Tartaric    Acid,    Citric    Acid,    Hexamine,  Lyco- 
podium. 

Lower. — Phenaoetin.  ^ 

Arsenic. — ^The  upward  movement  continues. 
Bergamot  Oil. — Value  is  about  22s.  per  lb. 
Bismuth  Preparations. — As  stated  last  week,  makers  have 
Hivanced  their  prices  for  several  of  these.    Quotations  are  as 
follows  : — Oarbonate,  12s.  6d.  to  12s.  lid.  per  lb. ;  citrate, 
13s.  to  13s.  5^.;  Nitrate  Coyst..  8s.  id.  to  8s.  5d.  ;  Oxide, 
B.P.,  14s.  8d.  to  15s.  Id.  ;  SubcWor.  (Oxychlor.),  12s.  lOd.  to 
13s.  Id. ;  Subnitrate,  lis.  4d.  to  lis.  9d. ;  Salicylate,  14s.  lid. 
The  salts  tbait  have  been  advanced  are  the  Carbonate,  the 
^  'icylate,  and  Subnitrate. 

Bleaching  Powder. — There  is  a  fairish  amount  of  in- 
quirj-  on  the  part  of  consumers  with  regard  to  conti-'aots  for 
next  year,  but  manufacturers  are  not  at  present  able  to  quote 
prices  owing  to  uncertain/ties  as  to  labour,  raw  materials, 
packages,  etc. 

1^  Bromides. — Very  firm,  but  without  quotable  change. 

Calamba  Root. — Scarce  at  aboiit  130s.  for  best  quality. 
^B£assia  Oil. — Agadn  dearer  at  5s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85 
HPr  cent. 

Caostic  Soda. — Quotations  have  come  through  from  the 
ted  States,  but  these  are  far  too  high  to  tempt  buyers. 

Celery  Seed. — Scarce  on.  the  spot,  but  offered  at  rather 
;er  rates  from  the  other  side  at  about  130s. 

Chamomiles. — 350s.  to  360s.  for  Belgian. 

Citric  Acid. — Quiet  at  3s.  2^.  to  3s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — ^Again  dearer  at  15s.  9d.  to  168.  per  lb.  for 
English  distilled. 

Cloves. — Again  mudi  dearer,  wiOh  business  on  basis  of  2s. 
I      lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Coddiver  Oil. — ^Praofcically  no  1916  oil  appears  to  be 
offered;  1917  oil  is  offered  at  430s.  to  440s.,  according  to 
brand,  for  non-freezing  Norwegian ;  sstocks,  however,  are 
■mall. 

Colchicum  Root — Is  quoted  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Coumarin. — Dearer  ait  105s.  to  110s. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — ^The  scarcity  continues  acute,  and  the 
nominal  price  i.s  305».  per  c•^v^t.  for  98  per  cent. 

Cummin  Seed. — Value  in  about  67s.  6d.  to  70s. 

Dandelion  Root. — Value  is  about  107s.  6d. 

Epsom  Salts. — I>ruggi.<»ts'  qtiality  is  quoted  2l8. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Quiet  at  2s.  4d.  per  lb.  for  Russian  and 
Sptini.Hh. 

Ginger. — At  the  Spice  Sales  aibout  100  baig.s  of  African  sold 
at  57.S.,  with  one  lot  at  58.S. ;  the  offerings  of  Cochin  and 
Oariictrti  weT*  bought  in. 


Glucose. — The  dennand  continues  quiet ;  value  is  about  493. 
for  liquid  a.nd  55s.  for  solid. 

Glycerophosphates — A  big  businevss  is  reported  at  un- 
changed rates;  makcra  have  some  difficulty  in  delivering 
several  of  the  salts. 

Hard  Paraffin — Very  firm,  witli  very  little  offered  > 
123°/125°  is  woith  6-|d.  per  lb.  and  130°  7d.  per  lb. 

Heliotropin. — Dearer  at  31s.  to  32s. 

Hexamine. — ^R/a,taier  easier  at  about  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. — Firm  at  12s.  per  lib.  for  M'attogrosso. 

Jalap. — 9  per  cent,  is  qnoted  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  5d.  ,per  lb. 

Liquorice  Root. — ^The  uipwand  tendency  continues,  and  value 
is  110s.  and  upwiaaids. 

Lycopodium — Is  in  better  suipply,  and  the  tendency  is- 
iiather  easier,  present  value  being  about  5s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Mace. — Higher  prices  were  paid  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Menthol.— Quiet  at  15s.  6d.  to  13s.  9d.  per  lb.  for 
"  Kobayashi  "  and/or  ,Suauki  on  the  spot. 

Milk  Sugar. — ^The  scarcity  is  likely  to  become  still  more- 
acute  ;  present  value  is  fully  26%^ 
Nitrate  of  Soda.— iS<aarce  art.  about  £27  for  refined. 
Nutmegs. — Again  realised  higher  prices  at  the  ,Spioe  Sales. 

Peppermint  Oil. — The  market  is  quiet,  but  the  u(pw;ardi 
tendency  of  American  oontinues ;  business  is  reported  in 
H.G.H.  at  228.  per  lb.,  and  Wayne  County  is  quoted  16s.  5d. 
Jiapanese  dementholised  is  siteady  at  3s.  8d.  per  lb.  for 
Kobayashd. 

Phenacetin. — ^The  downward  tendency  continues,  and  there 
are  offers  .on  the  spot  alt  round  about  50s.  per  lb.,  and 
business  has  been  done  ajt  below  this  fi,giui'e.  To  come  for- 
ward there  are  sellers  at  46s.  per  lb. 

Pimento. — Realised  3|d.  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — ^Somewhat  higher  prices  are 
asked — ^trp  to  15s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Precipitated  Chalk. — ^Difftcult  to  obtain  in  quantity. 

Quinine. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  about  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per 
oz.  for  the  usual  Continental  brands  of  the  Sulphate. 

Rubber. — ^Plantaltion :  Standaixl  No.  1  crepe,  2s.  8d.  per 
lb.  ;  hai'd  fine  Para  dearer  at  3s.  5d.  per  lb.,  with  buyers 
thereat. 

Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron. — iMakers  have  advanced 
their  quotations  to- 9d.  to  lOd'.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Saccharin. — Veiy  firm  at  about  390s.  for  550  strength. 

Shellac— Dearer  on  the  week,  but  quiet  on  basis  of  232s. 
for  fair  T.N.  Orange. 

Soft  Paraffin. — Yellow  is  offered  at  37s.  6d.  to  40s.  and 
white  at  7Ts.  6d.  to  90s.,  according  to  quality. 

Squills. — Value  is  about  70s. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — ^Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship." 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Nominally  £65  lOs.,  Liverpool. 
Writing  under  date  Oatober  10,  Mesisrs.  WrajthaU  and  Co., 
of  Liveipool,  state  as  follows:^ — "  Sulpihate  of  Copper  hais 
been  daill,  and  very  little  interp^it  is  displayed,  but  there  are 
very  few  offeiis  except  in  lots  in  store  in  casks,  and  the 
demand  is  mostly  for  bags.  The  shipments  for  September 
were  3,040  tons,  again-slt  only  244  tons  a  year  ago,  and  are 
1,738  tons  above  September  of  1915.  The  figures-  for  the 
twelve  months  Ootober-iSepttem!ber  are  40,718  tons,  or  2,454 
tons  more  than  a  year  sugo,  but  18,689  tons  below  two  years 
ago." 

Sulphur. — ^Scarcer,  with  an  upward  tendency. 

Tartarated  Antimony. — Price  has  been  advanced  to  3s.  per 
lb.  for  B.P.  crystals.  • 

Tartaric  Acid. — Quiat  and  easier  at  2s.  lOd.  to  2s.  lid.  per 
lb. 

Thymol. — Very  firm  at  about  50s.  per  lb. 
Turmeric. — ^Flimi  at  52.«;.  6d.  for  Bengal  and  55s.  for  Madras 
finger. 

Turpentine. — Again  deiarer  on  the  week  at  72s.  6d.  for 
American  .qjx)t. 

Vanillin. — Again  dearer  at  50s.  to  55.«. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  Richardson,  phaimacist,  has  been  appointed  successor  to 
tho  late  Ur.  Campbell  on  Auckland  Rural  Council. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Musson,  M.P.S.,  has  been  promoted  from  Staff- 
Serseant  to  Quartermaeter-Sergoant  in  the  R.AM.C.  He  has 
been  serving  as  dispenser  in  a  casualty  clearing  station  at  the 
Front. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  liais  been  nominated  by  tho  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association  as  its  representative 
on  tho  local  branch  of  the  National  Council  for  Combating 
Venereal  Disease. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Garrod,  who  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr. 
J.  A.  Symonds,  M.P.S.,  of  16,  Upper  Brook  Street,  Ipswich, 
has  recently  been  gazetted  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
Artillery,  and  is  now  und<?r  orders  to  go  abroad. 

Private    Harold    Vernon,    2nd  Canadiaai  Infantry  Brigade, 

ranee,  elder  son  of  W.  H.  Vernon,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Anerley,  London,  S.E.,  has  received  the  Militai-y  Medal  and 
the  congratulaitions  of  tho  G.O.C.  for  heroism  in  the  field. 

Sir  Maurice  Fitzmaurice,  C.M.G.,  has  been  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  Committee  of 
tho  Privy  Council  for  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  caused 
by  the  retirement,  by  rotation,  of  Mr.  W.  Duddell,  C.B.E., 
F.R.S. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Foster,  who  has^een  the  manager  of  the  Harrogate 
branch  of  Camrwal,  Ltd.,  for  some  years,  has  been  elected  a 
inember  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Harrogate,  thus 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  J.  H.  Wilson,  C.C.,_  J. P., 
who  was  at  one  time  Mayor  of  Harrogate,  and  also  a  director 
of  Camwal,  Ltd. 

Sergeant  W.  L.  Field,  of  the  1st  Herts  Regiment,  and 
second  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Field,  pharmacist,  Church  Street, 
Wolverton,  Bucks,  has  been  gazetted  Scoond  Lieutenant  in  the 
Royal  Flying  Corps.  Sergeant  Field  went  over  to  France 
with  his  regiment  during  tlie  first  week  in  November,  1914, 
and   has  seen  considerable  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maben  and  family  find  themselves  imable 
to  acknowledge  personally  the  numerous  condolences  received 
on  the  death  of  their  son,  Private  William  Adameon  Maben, 
who  was  killed  in  action  in  France  on  August  22  last.  TKey 
wish,  therefore,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  their 
many  friends  for  tho  kind  expressions  of  sympathy  extended 
to  them  in  their  loss. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders,  of  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saundoi-s  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  President  of  the  Liverpool  Library,  speaJcing  at 
the  anniual  meeting  of  tlie  Library  Association,  held  at 
Oaxton  Hall,  Westminster,  London,  last  week,  on  the 
eaibjeet  of  Commercial  Libraries,  maintained  the  importance 
of  Commercial  I>ibra.ries  being  e-stalblished  in  all  the  great 
trade  centres  of  the  kingdom,  to  give  business  men  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  reliable  inioiTiiation  by  means  of  tho 
oollection  and  arrangeanent  for  rapid  consultation  of  all 
Grovernment,  and  other  publications  relating  to  commerce. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  Vice-Pi-esident  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
present  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  tiie  County 
of  Surrey  at  their  monthly  meetmg,  held  on  September  26.  The 
presentation  took  the  form  of  a  silver  mug,  serviette  ring, 
knife,  fork,  and  .spoon,  etc.,  in  a  leather  case,  each  article 
bearing  initials.  The  gift  was  made  to  Mr.  Neathercoat  in 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  a  son  and  heir  during  his  Chairman- 
ship of  the  County  Committee.  The  presentation  was  made  by 
Mr.  W.  Bowden,  of  Wimbledon,  who  referred  to  the  great 
services  rendered  to  the  cause  of  pliarmacy  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  by  Mr.  Neathercoat,  who  has  been  Chairman  of  this 
'Oommittee  since  its  formation. 


BIRTH. 

Hills. — On  September  28,  at  Drylaw,  H'itohen  Hatch  Lane, 
Si-venoaks,  to  James  Stua.rt  and  Bessie  Sinclair  Hills — a  son. 


DEATHS. 


Cadoux. — On  October  6,  at  44,  Belvoir  Street.  Leicester, 
Samuel  Henry  Cadoux,  chemist  and  dmggist.    Aged  72.  / 

Dawney. — On  October  7,  .at  a  nursing  home,  Clifton  (sud- 
denly), foilowiuH^  an  operation,  diaries  Benjaanin  Dawiiev, 
M.P'.S..  of  47.  Regent  Stret?t,  Kingswood,  Bristol.    Aged  45, 

Evans. — At  his  residence,  SpitaJ  Old  Hail,  Broniborough.  on 
October  10,  Sir  Ediward  Evans,  chairman  of  Evans  Sons 
Xrcecher    atul  Wabb,  Lwl     Agcil  71.    Sir  Ethvairl  Evans  had 


lx!rn  a,iling  for  some  time,  but  it  was  hoped  that  his  robust 
constitution  and  reniarkiablo  recuperative  power  would  have 
enabled  him  to  regain  .some  measure  of  strength  and  capacity 
for  further  service  to  the  grea.t  business  firm  of  whidh  ho 
was  head.  He  leaves  a  wido'W,  two  .sons,  and  three  daughter*. 
The  funeral  takes  place  to-day  (Saturday),  at  2.30  p.m., 
t  Lower  Belbington  Parish  Ciiureh.  An  Editorial  appre- 
iation  of  the  deceased  gentleman  will  bo  found  on  page 
172. 

Harrison.— On  October  4,  at  40,  Hia,irx>urt  Torraoo,  Salis- 
bury, Frederick  Joseph  Ilarrison,  chomiet  amd  druiggist 
Aged  53. 

O'Dea.— On  September  23,  at  34,  Pierrepont  Road,  We.st, 
Bridgford,  Notts,  John  O'Dea,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  44. 
Mr.  O'Dea  pa-s-sod  the  quaUfying  examination  in  1904. 

Throp.— On  Septt-mber  20,  after  a  sho't  illness,  at  ConL'^ 
boro',  Yorks,  Selwyn  Throp,  chemist  and  druggist,  M.P.S.,  lat. 
of  92,  King's  Cross,  Halifax.  Aged  23.  Mr.  Throp  qualified  in 
1916. 

ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Gunner  E.  A.  Lambert,  Royial  Garrison  Artillery,  is  suf- 
forinig  from  shell  shook,  but  is  now  nmking  satisfactory  pro- 
gress in  a  London  hospital.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  repre- 
sentative staff  of  Messrs.  W.  B.  Caa-twright,  Ltd.,  of  Rawdon. 

Private  A.  Newsham,  8fch  D.C.L.I.,  Salonika  Forces,  who 
has  been  killed  in  action,  was  on  the  manufacturing  staff 
of  Messrs.  W.  B.  Cartvmght,  Ltd.,  of  Rawdon. 

Major  Stanley  Preston,  Middlesex  Regiment,  younger  son 
of  Lieut. -Colonel  Alfred  Ohajrlee  Preston,  V.D.,  of  Messrs. 
Hodgkiuson,  Prestons^  and  King,  262,  Bishopsgate,  E.C  .2, 
w!i9  killeo  10  action  on  September  25.  He  was  educated  at 
Aldehham  School,  on  leaving  which  he  received  a  commission 
in  the  Tower  Hamlets  Rifle  Brigade,  passing  into  the  Regular 
Army,  and  receiving  in  May,  1906,  his  oomm/iseion  in  tho 
Middlesex  Regiment,  wenit  to  India,  was  on  the  Embarkation 
Staff  for  the  Abor  Exjiedition,  and  was  aJso  on  tho  Staff 
cluring  the  King-Emiwor's  visit,  receiving  the  Durt)ar  Corona- 
4.ion  medal  for  his  services.  He  received  his  captaincy  in 
1914,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  raised  two  extra  Euxopoan 
volunteer  battalions,  fought  in  France,  was  mentioned  im 
desp;itches,  and  was  promoted  to  be  major.  Hie  oommandinig 
oflBcer  writes  that  he  was  "respected  and  e-steomed  by  all 
ranks,  and  died  fighting  for  his  country." 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
State  Recognition  of  Pharmacy :  A  Recantation.' 

My  expression,  "Neither  fish,  flesh,  fowl,  nor  good  red 
herring,"  has  "stuck  m  the  gizzards"  of  so  many  that  I  must 
witlicU-aw  it.  From  the  tone  of  some  of  your  correspondents  I 
grant  that  some  of  us  are  "queer  fish."  Surely  anyone  less 
bhnd  than  the  proverbial  bat  would  realise  that  I  was  referring 
to  the  very  small  percentage  of  our  business  comprised  in  dis- 
pensing. It  being  the  only  basis  we  possess  on  which  to  build 
our  demand  for  recognition.  Photography,  radiography,  optics 
maneral-watw  making,  paint-mixing,  etc.,  are  all  tajcen  up 
as  side-hnes,  (hence  my  unhappy  phrase  to  express  what  a 
rea  ly  heterogeneous  lot  we  are.  I  intended  nothing  offensive 
and  am  only  anxious  that  our  curriculum  and  the  outlook  of 
pharmacy  in  the  future  will  jastify  the  claim  we  wish  to 
possess  of  being  men  fittwl  by  education  to  rank  as  tliose 
entitled  to  a  commi.ssion.  p  R»ri.-ur 

Streatham,  October  3,  1917.  obi.khe. 


Aniline  Dye  for  Bee  Disease. 

1  note  in  your  Replies  to  Correspondents,  page  168,  a  reference 
to  the  use  of  aniline  dye  for  preventing  bee  disease.  A  powder 
which  has  tho  appeaiunco  of  a  brown  dye,  but  which  has  tJie 
pix)perties  of  coloured  Quinin.  Sulph.,  is  sold  for  this  purpose 
The  stamping  out  of  the  "Isle  of  Wight"  disease  is  a  matter 
of  paramount  importance  to  bee  keepers,  and  they  should  com- 
bine to  efiV>ct  this  end,  in.stead  of  dissipating  their  energies 
in  individual  (ompetition  to  sell  each  other  old  remedies  dis- 
guised as  nostrums.  The  disease  should  be  notified  just  as 
swine-fever  is.  Stocks  should  be  treated  or  destroyed  at  the 
discretion  of  an  inspector.  Research  work  should  be  under- 
taken and  the  results  published  to  bee  kcepeo-s.  Every  meam 
should  bo  taken  to  prevent  reinfection.  Hives,  frames,  and 
combs  should  be  destroyed  or  disinfected,  and  the  ground 
around  the  hives  sprayed  with  disinfectant.  The  microbe  should 
be  studied,  clas-ified,  and  tiied  with  the  varioas  remedies,  and 
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if  possible  the  cause  of  infection  found  out  and  guarded  against. 
Reeearch  work  is  being  carried  on  by  individuals,  but  little 
progress  is  made,  because  each  is  looking  for  his  reward  in 
the  shape  of  a  lucrative  proprietary.  One  such  Jiad  his  eye 
glued  to  a  microscope  for  six  hours,  whilst  he  satisfied  himself 
that  certain  transparent  bodies,  just  visible  under  a  l-12th  inch 
objective,  were  capable  of  hatching  out  into  living  infecting 
organismg.  His  patience  and  subsequent  work  resulted  in 
another  remedy  "  now  ready  for  the  market,  the  usefulness 
of  which  will  be  nullified  imless  the  disease  is  notified  and  all 
combine  to  clear  the  infection  out  of  a  district. 
Cheltenham,  October  6,  1917.  James  McLanachan. 


Pharmacy  in  Fiction. 

I  should  like  to  thank  my  many  correspondents  for  the  kindly 
reception  accorded  to  my  little  paper  under  the  above  title, 
and  for  the  many  suggestions  which  have  been  made  towards  a 
continuance  of  the  same  theme.  A  numberr  of  pharmacists 
have  been  good  enough  to  write  to  me  personally,  making 
appreciative  and  suggestive  remarks,  and  one  correspondent 
was  even  good  enough  to  forward  me  a  book  containing  matter 
I  had  overlooked.  As  the  subject  appeaxs  to  be  of  general 
interest,  I  hope  to  pursue  it  in  a  subsequent  paper,  when  it 
will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  many 
hints  I  have  received.  Although  a  writer  is  supposed  to 
transmit  information,  the  task  of  arousing  thought  and  eliciting 
fresh  facts  from  his  readers  is  by  no  means  foreign  to  his 
calling.  "  R.  Cecil  Owen. 

Chester,  October  6,  1917. 


The  Society's  Laboratory  Course  in  Micro-Biology. 

I  have  been  exiiectantly  waiting  the  report  of  the  last 
Council  meeting,  hoping  to  see  some  reason  or  explanation 
why  the  very  large  and  enthusiastic  class  of  students  (chiefly 
pcst-araduate)  who  attended  Dr.  Burnet's  leotures  on  micro- 
biology has  been  so  mercilessly  sat  upon  and  wiped  out, 
■without  one  word  of  regret  or  apology  to  some  hundred  and 
twenty  or  more  of  us.  The  majority  who  attended  the  class 
were  looking  forward  with  equaJ  interest  and  expectation  to 
a  supplementary  practical  coiu-se  of  instruction,  on  much 
the  same  linos  as  to  hours  and  fees.  My  own  correspondejuc© 
with  Mr.  White  justified  this  expectation.  If  the  Bacterio- 
logical Laboratory  now  opened  was  intended  for  us,  the 
entrance  of  only  three  students  shows  how  the  situation  has 
been  misunderstood  by  those  in  auliiority.  Some  of  us  would 
be  glad  to  hear  whether  the  failure  is  due  to  individuals 
or  to  the  Council  as  a  whole ;  and  also  to  know  what  Mr. 
Skinner  means  by  the  subject  having  been  made  too  popular 
Wliy  cannot  our  School  be  opened  at  nigiht  like  other  teaching 
institutions?  If,  however,  the  new  venture  is  a  perrmanieint 
addition  to  the  curriculum  of  the  School  no  one  will  more 
heartily  wish  it  success  than  I  do.  Most  disappointments 
have  some  compensation,  and  with  others  I  have  found  wtliiat 
I  require  at  the  S.W.  London  Polyt-^hnio,  on  Thursday 
ni^^hts  from  7  to  10  o'clock — one  hour's  lecture,  followed 
by  two  hours'  practical  work  under  most  efficient  and  com- 
fortable conditions.  The  class  commenced  with  th7-ee  women 
and  nineteen  men.  There  were  aibout  a  dozen  microscopes 
with  oil  immersion  lenses,  and  everything  necessary  seems 
pro'vided.  The  inclusive  fee  for  the  session  (twelve  niglits) 
is  5s.  The  lecturer  and  superintendent  ie  S.  G.  Paine,  D.Sc, 
F.I.C.,  etc. 

Upper  Toottng,  S.W.,  Oct.  8,  1917.  Jno  In(Jh.\m. 

fSefl  referf-ncf:  to  this  subject  in  the  Editorial  article  on 
page  170.— Kditor.] 


The  Case  for  Non-Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

In  the  exposition  of  some  admirable  editorial  views  on 
"  Democratic  Cohesion  and  Control  "  (P.J.,  September  29, 
p.  142),  terma  are  used  which  are  but  misfits  of  the  principles 
under  discussion.  ...  I  am  writing  to  point  out  that  the 
Council  of  the  Society,  with  all  it.-s  auxiliary  executives,  does 
and  can  only  function  on  the  basis  of  its  present  limited  pro- 
gramme as  autocratic  ari.stocratg  in  their  rel^vtions  with  qualified 
men  who  are  subjected  to  grievous  injustice  and  crushed  into 
silence  throui?h  th©  oppre-ssive  incidence  of  the  power  of  capital. 
I  refer  to  the  non-proprietor  pharmacist,  the  N.-P.P.'s,  who 
constitute  the  real  nharmaceut'cal  democracy  of  to-day.  .  .  . 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society,  unless  it  acts  in  some  "  democratic  " 
way,  reooBmiaing  the  peculiar  and  pre-ssing  claims  of  this  body 
of  N.-P.P.'s,  cannot  be  dem<X!ratic  in  function  in  the  true  sense. 
Ab  h>  these  circumstances  the  position  and  policy  of  the  Council 
•re  wholly  illogical.  T  <^mphatir-a!lv  demur  to  the  trend  of  the 


closing  i)ass<ige6  of  your  article.  .  .  .  The  decisive  day  and 
hour  have  come.  In  preferring  demand.s  for  increase*!  remunera- 
tion for  Insurance  dispensing,  thf  bona  fide  democrats  of  phar- 
macy musrt  be  taken  into  account.  The  Council  must  pass  a 
resolution  proclaiming  its  recognition  of  a  scale  of  minimunj 
rates  of  pay  for  all  N.-P.  pharmacists  engaged  in  or  about 
Insurance  dispensing.  And,  in  addition,  the  Council  should  be 
directed  to  present  this  resolution  to  the  Commissioners,  stipulat- 
ing that  t^e  observance  of  such  a  scale  should  be  one  of  the 
terms  of  comtroct  between  Insuraixce  Committees  and  panel 
chemists.  .  .  .  If  the  Council  fails  to  proceed  on  those  demo- 
cratic lines,  the  N.-P.P.'e  wili  perforce  be  driven  to  join  a 
thoroughgoing  demooratic  movement.  This  manifesto  is  the 
outcome  of  the  collective  thought  and  judgment  of  a  group  of 
men  already  identified  with  such  an  enterprise,  whose  object  is 
pharmacy  for  phai-macists  u.ider  conditions  which  will  make  life 
worth  living.  ...  I  submit  that,  as  a  first  step,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  N.-P.P.'s  and  other  pharmacists  remaining  in  civil 
life  to  communicate  in  writing,  or  personally,  with  the  N.-P.P. 
members  of  the  Council,  enjoining  them  to  exert  themselves  to 
win  for  the  whole  body  of  N.-f.P.'s  a  "Bill  of  Rights."  It  is 
up  to  Mr.  Skinner  and  Mr.  Jenkin,  above  all,  to  dedicate  their 
energies  to  the  emancipation  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong, 
and  so  vindicate  their  claim  as  reformers,  whose  first  business 
it  is  to  restore  the  Society  to  the  democratic  franchise  and 
functions  of  which  it  has  been  despoiled. 

W.  Greenfield,  Secretary  (pro  tern.). 

Central  Pharmacists'  Branch.  N.A.U.S.A. 
London,  S.W.,  October  8,  1917. 


An  Appi-eciation  from  Malta. 

Sergeant  P.  M.  Plumteee,  83850,  R.A.M.C.,  writing  from 
Malta,  says:— "I  have  to  thaiik  you  for  the  regular  way  in 
which  the  Journal  ihas  come  to  hand  and  has  been  appreciated. 
I  have  passed  it  on  to  my  comrades  in  the  same  line,  and  it 
has  helped  us  to  follow  the  trend  of  pharmacy.  I  am  employed 
as  dispenser  at  the  St.  Andrew's  Military  Hospital — a  hospital 
capable  of  taking  about  1,600  patients — so  at  times  there  is 
plenty  to  do." 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Copper  Sulphate  (C.  R.  P.— 219/9).— There  is  no  Government- 
fixed  retail  price  for  copper  sulphate. 

Sale  of  Starch  (J.  D.  L.— 219/12).— Starcli,  with  the  exception 
of  potato  starch,  cannot  be  sold  or  used  for  purposes  other  than 
those  connected  with  food.    See  P.  J.,  June  2  last,  page  449. 

"Luminous  Paste"  (H.  F.  S.— 219/36).— We  think  it  is  a 
luminous  ''  loaint  "  you  require.  Refer  to  our  issue  of  Septem- 
ber 22  last,  page  140,  and  you  wili  find  all  the  particulars 
required. 

Pharmacists  in  the  Army  (A.  H.  C. — ^219/7). — You  should  ask 
to  be  specially  enlisted  in  the  R.A.M.C.,  as  provided  by  War 
Offici  instructions.  Submit  proof  of  qualification  and  of  medical 
classification. 

Patent  for  Invention  (S.  J.  P.— 219— 28).— All  the  particulars 
you  require  will  l>o  found  in  the  '  Chemist's  Annual,  1917,' 
page  66,  a  copy  of  which  you,  as  a  member  of  the  Society, 
should  possess. 

Homoeopathic  Triturations  (J.  D.— 218/13).— Our  space  will 
not  at  present  permit  us  to  giive  you  full  detaiils,  therefore 
we  refer  you  to  the  Homceoipathio  Phamiacopoeia,  which  is 
in  the  Society's  Library. 

Scholarships  (F.  K.— 219/27).— Oases  like  your  own  will  not 
be  prejudiced,  and  doubtless  arrangements  will  be  made  to 
maintain  your  eligibility  to  compete  after  the  war.  In  all 
probability,  you  will  bo  required  for  some  form  of  military 
service. 

Phosph.  Tonic,  P.J.F.  0304  (A.  T.— 219/29).— Tliis  appears  in  the 
P.J.F.  under  the  name  of  Bhospho-Quin,  and  the  formula  is: — 
Quinine  sulphate,  350  grs. ;  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  2^  fl.  oz. ; 
dilute  phosphoric  acid,  54i  £1.  oz. ;  alcohol  (90  per  cent.),  8  fl.  oz. ; 
burnt  sugar,  q.s. ;  water  to  100  fl.  oz. 

Pinoline  (F.  W.  S. — 218/21). — A  correspondent  writes  to  say 
that  the  number  you  gave  should  be  P.J.F.  10,585.  This  is 
for  Pine  Inhalant,  as  follows: — Cajuput  oil,  1  fl.  oz. ;  ether, 
1  fl.  oz. ;  menthol,  60  grs.  ;  eucalyptus  oil,  1  fl.  oz. ;  pine  oil, 
1  fl.  dr. ;  terebene,  1  fl.  oz. ;  camphor,  40  grs. 

Liquid  Brass  Polish  (J.  D.— 218/13).— Alcohol,  32;  solution 
of  ammonia  (10  per  cent.),  3;  wa-ter,  45;  carbon  tetrachloride, 
6i ;  kieselgxihr,  8;  white  or  red  bole,  4;  vpihiting,  8.  Or, 
rottejistone,  8  oz. ;  oxalic  acid,  2  oz.  :  oottonseed  oil,  3  oz.  ; 
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niaplit'h«,  eaioiigh  to  protliaco  a  mixtiiio  of  the  desired  con- 
si  atenoe. 

Liquid  Dry  Shampoo  (A.  D.  M.  219/15).— Powdered  Castile 
soap,  60  grs. ;  powdered  borax,  60  grs.  ;  alcohol  (90  per  cent.), 
8  fl.  'oz. ;  distilled  water,  3  fl.  oz.  Digest  the  solid.s  in  the  mixed 
liquids  for  a  few  days,  then  add  1  H.  oz.  of  solution  of  ammonia. 
You  will  find  another  formula  and  further  information  in  the 
J'.  J.  of  July  28  last,  page  46. 

Waterproofing  Fishing  Line  (A.  H.  M.— 218/30).— A  mixtiare 
of  two  paiits  ol  boikxl  liiiksccd  oiil  and  one  part  of  gold  size 
is  used  for  blie  purpose.  It  is  applied  with  a  piece  of 
flannel,  and  tlhe  treated  line  exposed  to  the  air  to  dry.  After 
tiie  line  has  been  in  use  two  or  three  times  it  should  be 
ooiated  a.gia-in,  and  repeated  as  necessaa-y. 

Solution  for  Storm  Glass  (G.  G.  B.— 219/14).— Camphor, 
150  grs.,  dissolved  m  90  per  cent,  alcohol,  6  fl.  drs.  ;  to  this  is 
added  potassium  nitrate  and  ammonium  chloride,  of  each  i8  ^rs., 
dissolved  in  distilled  water,  9  fl.  drs.  Another  formula  has  11  fl. 
drs.  of  alcohol,  with  the  other  ingredients  as  above.  The  two 
solutions  in  either  case  may  be  filtered  before  mixing. 

Gilding  Picture  Frames  (J.  W.— 219/21).— The  application  of 
gold  le^f  to  picture  frames  requires  oousiderable  skill.  It  would 
take  up  more  space  in  these  oolumns  to  describe  the  process  than 
we  can  spare  at  present,  but  you  will  find  a  detailed  description 
in  Spon's  '  Workahop  Receipts.'  FaiUng  this,  a,ny  devaler  in 
gold  leaf  would  doubtless  give  you  some  practical  hints. 

Waterproofing  Formula  {A.  L.  H.— 218/25).— The  product 
of  reaction  wx)uld  bo  principally  calcium  sulphate,  and  pos- 
sibly a  little  basic  aluminium  acetate.  The  precipitate  would 
have  no  market  value;  the  solution,  of  course,  would  contain 
all  the  ammonium  salts  derived  from  the  alum,  the  value  of 
■which  would  depend  upon  the  amount  of  ammonium  present. 

Sodium  Acid  Phosphate  {J.  C.  W.— 219/30).— You  will  find 
a  short  description  of  the  manufacture  of  sodium  acid  phos- 
phate in  the  Codex,  but  neither  that  work  nor  any  other  will 
tell  you  that  "  cornflour  is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  its  manu- 
facture." What  appears  to  have  happened  in  your  case  is 
that  the  sample  analysed  was  a  cream  of  tartar  substitute, 
and  it  would  be  a  false  description  to  call  it  sodiimi  acid 
phosphate.  Both  aeid  phosphates  and  acid  sulphates  are  used 
for  this  purpose,  sometimes  alone  and  sometimes  mixed,  but 
usually  with  the  addition  of  about  10  per  cent,  of  rice  flour 
or  potato  starch. 

For  Perspiration  in  Armpits  (L.  S.— 219/23). — The  preparation 
you  refer  to  is  a  proprietary  one,  and  W'e  know  nothing  of  its 
con:position.  You  do  not  state  whether  the  preparation  is  a 
liquid  or  a  powder.  Perhaps  the  following  hints  will  be  of  help 
to  you: — For  a  lotion:  Boric  acid,  240  grs.;  salicylic  acict, 
60  grs. ;  glycerin,  2  fl.  drs. ;  rosewater,  3  fl.  ozs. ;  eaii  de 
Cologne  to  3  fl.  oz.  For  a  deodorising  dusting-powder  some- 
thing like  the  following  will  do: — Burnt  alum,  4;  carbolic  acid, 
crystalline,  1 ;  French  chalk,  50 ;  starch,  200 ;  oil  of  lavender,  4. 
Or  this :  Boric  acid,  57  oz.  ;  salicylic  acid,  10  oz. ;  powdered  talc, 
30  oz. ;  oil  of  rose  geranium,  q.s. 

Bulgarian  Tablets  {S.  G.  W.— 219/34).— The  tablets  in  ques- 
tion are  no  doubt  a  preparation  of  the  Bacillus  bulgaricus, 
used  for  the  production  of  soured  milk.  An  American  firm 
puts  on  the  market  a  preparation  called  "  Bulgara  Tablets  " 
— which  might  possibly  be  obtained  from  the  American  Drug 
Supply  Company,  Northumberland  Avenue,  London,  W.C.2. 
The  name,  Bulgarian  Tablets,  may,  however,  be  U6.ed  in  a 
general  sense  to  include  such  preparations  as  those  made 
for  the  purpose  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  7,  Vere 
Street,  London,  W.l,  and  Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros,  and  Foster, 
64,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C.I. 

Acriilavine  (S.  J. — 219/19). — There  was  a  note  on  "  Acriflavino 
Paste  as  a  Dressing  for  Infected  Wounds  "  in  the  P.J.  of  Sep- 
tember 1  last,  page  102.  This  evidently  is  the  same  preparation 
as  the  one  of  which  you  give  particulars.  No  precise  details  of 
making  were,  however,  given,  but  it  is  apparently  a  similar 
basis  to  that  of  the  Pasta  Hamamelidis  of  the  Codex,  to  ^yhich 
we  refer  you  for  particulars.  A  certain  amount  of  water  will 
be  necessary  to  produce  a  paste  from  the  two  ingredients,  sodium 
carbonate  and  stearic  acid.  The  directions  in  the  Codex  will  help 
you.  Apply  to  Mr.  William  Martindale,  10,  New  Cavendisli 
Street,  London,  W.  1,  for  his  pamphlet  on  Flavine. 

Adhesive  Paste  (J.  H.  B.— 219/13).— We  have  no  knowledge  of 
what  is  actually  used  for  the  work  you  specify,  but  the  following 
approaches  your  description: — Soak  4  oz.  of  gelatin  or  glue  in 
16  oz.  of  water ;  when  the  glue  is  quite  soft  apply  heat  until 
solution  18  eflfected ;  while  still  hot  pour  the  hquid  into  a  mixture 
of  2  lbs.  of  good  flour  paste  and  1  lb.  of  water.  Heat  the  whole 
to  boiling,  and  when  cooling  add  6  drs.  of  silicate  of  soda  with 
constant  stirring.    To  the  product  2  fl.  drs.  of  oil  of  cloves  may 


bo  added.  One  of  the  modern  formulae  for  the  bottle  pastes 
which  are  so  much  used  is: — Wheaten  flour,  1  oz. ;  powdered 
tragacanth,  j  oz. ;  powdered  gum  arable,  i  oz. ;  salicylic  acid, 
30  grs.;  oil  of  wintergreen,  3  drops;  water,  12  oz.  Mix  the 
powders  and  gradually  add  the  water;  then  bring  to  the  boi) ; 
allow  to  simmer  for  twenty  minutes,  stirring  constantly.  When 
cold  add  the  oil.  [Wheaten  flour  cannot  now  bo  used,  save 
as  food.] 

Non-greasy  Cold  Cream  (M.  M.— 219/11).— The  Pasta  Hama- 
melidis of  the  Codex  is  probably  the  nearest  approach  to  a  cold 
cream  of  a  non-greasy  nature.  Either  that  or  one  of  the  casein 
creams  would  bo  the  sort  of  thing  for  you.  Of  the  latter  type 
the  following  is  a  good  example: — ^Casein,  210  grs.;  solution  of 
potassium  hydroxide,  5  minims;  glycerin,  1^  fl.  drs.;  white  soft 
paraffin,  360  grs.;  carbolic  acid,  7i  minims;  zinc  oxide,  7i  grs.; 
camphor  water,  q.s.  to  4  oz.  This  you  could,  of  course,  modify 
to  suit  your  requirements.  For  example,  the  camphor  water 
might  be  replaced  by  rose  water  and  a  suitable  perfume  added, 
while  the  carbolic  acid  might  be  omitted.  The  following  also 
would  'be  worth  considering :— Almond  oil,  1  fl.  oz. ;  anhydrous 
lanolin,  ^  oz. ;  powdered  Castile  soap,  120  grs.,  or  q.s.  ;  glycerin, 
1  fl.  dr. ;  rose  water,  ^  fl.  oz.,  or  q.s.  A  modification  of  the  above 
would  be  to  substitute  120  grs.  of  white  beeswax  and  120  grs. 
of  spermaceti  for  the  same  amount  of  the  almond  oil,  and 
increase  the  rose  water  accordingly. 

Soap  from  Kitchen  Waste  (H.  M.  W.— 219/25).— A  hardl  aoap 
can  be  produced  as  follows: — A^  lye  is  made  by  dissolving  2  lbs. 
of  caustic  soda  in  a  g:allon  of  water.  The  waste  fat  is  melted  and 
a  quarter  of  its  weight  of  the  lye  is  then  added  in  small  por- 
tions with  constant  stirring ;  when  incorporation  has  been 
thoroughly  effected  another  portion  of  lye  equal  to  the  first  is 
added  as  before,  and  the  mixture  kept  at  a  gentle  heat  until 
saponification  appears  to  'be  complete.  If  the  soap  does  not 
readily  separate  from  the  liquid  more  lye  should  be  added. 
When  separation  has  occurred  pour  off  the  lye,  add  water  to  the 
mass,  heat  until  dissolved,  and  again  separate  by  the  use  of  a 
strong  solution  of  common  salt.  The  soap  is  finally  melted  on  a 
water-bath,  kept  at  a  gentle  heat  until  as  much  water  as  pos- 
sible is  expelled,  and  then  poured  into  moulds  to  set.  A  domestic 
soft  soap  may  be  made  thus  : — Potash,  7^  lbs. ;  waste  fat,  10  lbs. ; 
water,  37^  gallons.  Dissolve  the  potash  in  part  of  the  water,  add 
one-third  of  the  fat,  put  in  a  barrel,  and  add  the  rest  of  the 
water,  a  little  at  a  time,  for  several  days.  Stir  often.  It  is 
ready  for  use  in  about  two  weeks.  We  need  hardly  remind 
you,  however,  that  the  present  price  of  caustic  potash  makes 
this  process  an  expensive  one  for  utilising  waste  fat. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine  (161/4).— MaJcertT 

Ambrine  Spray,  in  oheap  form  (161/7). — Makers  or  where 
obtainable  ? 

THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 

SBNDAY,  October  14. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m.,  Company  parade,  Headquarters,  for  Drill. 
Uniform,  drill  order,  with  rieht  ammunition  pouch. 

Tuesday,  October  16.— 8.30  p.m..  Lecture  forOfHoers 
and  N.C.O.'s. 

Wednesday,  October  17.— 3  p.m., No.  2  Platoon  parade 
at  Headquarters. 

Thursday.   October  18.-3  p.m..  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4 
Platoons  pamde  a«  Headquarters. 

OcTOBEii  13. — Parade  to  Esher  cancelled. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  17. 

Lanarkshire  PharmacLsts'  Association.  — Opening  meeting  at  3.30  p.m. 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Asporiation, 
Hill  Street,  Garnethill  (near  Charing  Cross).  Address  by  Mr.  W.  L. 
Currie  on  "  Current  Topics  of  Pharmaceutical  Interest." 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.— Meeting  at 
8.30  p.m.,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Church 
Street.   Address  by  Mr.  J.  Batey  on  "  Education." 

THURSDAY.  October  18. 

West  Ham,  East  Ham.  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists. —  Meeting  at  th«  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club. 
Address  by  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner  on  "  Microbiology." 

Western  Pharmacists'  Association  (of  London).— Opening  meeting 
at  3  p.m.,  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati.  Address  by  Mr.  B.  T.  Neathercoat 
on  "  Pharmaceutical  Politics." 

THURSDAY,  October  25. 

North  London  Pharmacists'  Association. — The  meeting  announced 
for  Thursday,  (October  11,  has  been  unavoidably  postponed  to  the  above 
date.   The  same  time  and  i^Iace, 


S.^Tl  UD.W, 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


The  Practical  Course  in  Microbiology. 

I  he  Practical  Course  in  Microbiology  opens  in  the  Society's 
.  laboratory,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  on  Monday 
r,  October  22.  Full  information  as  to  tlie  .syllabus,  airange- 
ita  for  attendance,  and  fees,  were  given  in  the  Journal  for 
^rust  18,  p.  72.  Particulars  of  the  Demonstration  Course  of 
ures  on  microbiology,  which  will  be  given  during  the  winter 
nthi-  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  will  appear 
•  Mir  next  issue. 

War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex. 

Thi-s  Addendum,^  which  will  contain  formulae  to  replace 
those  for  preparations  containing  glycerin  and/or  sugar 
— ofiBcially  withdrawn  from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  or  in- 
cluded in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  is  now  in 
the  press,  and  will  bo  ready  on  an  early  date.  The  published 
price  will  be  la.  net,  or  Is.  2d.  post  free,  and  on  publication 
copies  may  be  obtaine^l  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Press, 
Bloomsbury  Square,  Ix)ndon,  W.C.I. 

Changes  of  Address. 

Ln  order  to  secure  correct  entry  in  the  Regi.stor  of  Phan'- 
maooutical  Chomista  and  Chemists  and  Druggists,  qualified 
peTs<irifl  should  forthwith  notify  cha.n^es  of  address  to  the 
R<!?i-rrar,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

'  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  '  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical 
Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and  Students.' 

Copies  of  the  '  Codex,'  for  which  there  is  a  sustained  and 
•teady  demand,  can  now  be  had  bound  up  with  the  Supplement 
at  11a.  post  free;  and  'The  Pharmaceoitioal  Pocket  Book,'  an 
increasingly  popular  publication,  containing  a  wealth  of  compact 
and  convenient  information,  as  well  for  the  practising  pharmacist 
M  for  the  student  of  pharmacy,  now  in  its  seventh  edition, 
will  be  forwarded  post  free  for  23.  3d.  Orders  enclosing  remit- 
tances should  be  addres-sed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press,  17, 
,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
•od  who  are  seeking  resettlement  in  civi!  life,  are  requested  to 
oommunicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
k»^p  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  class. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESENTATION. 

When  our  remote  posterity  inherit  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  the  politician  will  have  ceased  from  troubling  and  the 
weary  pharmacist  will  be  at  rest.  But  in  the  present  more  or 
les.s  wicked  world  both  of  these  paradoxical  beings  are  neces- 
sary evils.  And  as  the  necessity  caimot  be  immediately 
eliminated,  the  next  ibest  thing  to  do  is  to  try  to  mitigate  the 
evil.  The  present  Lord  Loreburn  is  reported  to  have  said 
once,  in  his  unregenerate,  untitled  days,  that  "politics  was 
a  dirty  business."  In  more  than  one  sense  this  is  trae,  for 
much  of  the  work  of  politics  is  a  species  of  moral  scavenging, 
to  clean  up  and  clear  away  the  muck-heap  of  "  matter  in  the 
wrong  place  "  which  has  accumulated  as  a  result  of  the  inertia 
or  uninteUigence  of  departed  generations,  or  to  deliver  the 
living  from  the  putrid  and  putrefying  clutch  of  the  dead  hand 
of  sinister  political  and  social  tradition. 

The  political  sanitary  system  is  still  incomplete,  but  as 
anyone  can  learn  who  cares  to  study  the  subject  for  himself 
there  is  a  vast  difference  in  character  and  policy  between 
Parliamentary  institutions  as  we  have  them  to-day  and  Par- 
liament as  it  existed  in  iStuart  times,  and  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  first  three  decades  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  when  class  representation  and  legis- 
lation predominated.  These  elements  still  persist  in  a 
modified  degree,  hut,  barring  the  growing  power  and  control 
oi  the  Cabinet,  the  contemporary  House  of  Commons  is  more 
effectively  representative  of  all  the  interests  in  the  nation 
than  at  any  previous  period  in  its  history.  Theoretically,  a 
popular  Legislature  should  represent  all  its  constituents  and 
misrepresent  none;  hut  actually,  under  present  conditions, 
this  is  a  principle  of  perfection.  Nominally  a  member  of 
Parliament  impartially  serves  all  the  electors  in  the  division 
for  which  he  sits.  Really,  he  acts  chiefly  for  the  majority, 
or  it  may  even  he  for  the  minority  of  the  whole  electorate 
which  returned  him.  We  are  all  agreed  to  deprecate  ' '  direct 
representation,"  if  hy  that  term  is  meant  the  suhordination 
of  the  general  good  to  sectional  interests.  But  clearly  there 
is  room  in  Parhament  for  men  with  special  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  leading  institutions  and  interests  with  which 
legislation  and  the  iGovernment  of  the  country  are  concerned. 
Few  constituencies  would  accept  a  candidate  who  stood  as  a 
soldier,  brewer,  or  lawyer,  pure  and  simple.  But  in  all 
political  questions  in  Parliament,  affecting  the  Army,  the 
liquor  traffic,  or  the  law,  the  House  of  Commons  is  obviously 
better  for  the  advice  and  assistance,  even  if  it  be  ex  parte, 
of  memhers  who  have  first-hand  knowledge  of  these  subjects. 
Pharmacists  cannot  hope,  and  have  no  right  to  expect, 
separate  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons.  They 
could  only  lay  claim  to  such  a  status  if,  under  s«me  as  yet 
hypothetical  system,  which  might  be  introduced  into  the 
constitution  of  a  reformed  Upper  Chamber,  they  could 
be  segregated  as  a  class,  like  University  graduates,  and 
erected     into     a     special     constituency.     But    there  is 
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mothing  in  reason  or  equity  to  deibar  them  from  giving 
their   moral  and  material  support  to  any  Parliamentary 
•candidate,  who  is  also  a  pharmacist,  in  order  that  they  may 
have  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  member  who  knows  and  can 
st^ite  any  case  for  them  in  terms  of   his   own  technical 
acquaintance  with  the  subject.    There  is  nothing  in  such  an 
•arrangement  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  a  constituency  or 
incompatible  as  between  a  member's  duty  to  his  constituency 
And  to  the  pharmacists  for  whom,  on  occasion,  he  may  under- 
take to  act.    That  this  is  not  mere  speculation  is  shown  'by 
the  case  of  Mr  Glyn-Jones,  (M.P.,  who  th'roughout  his  con- 
nection with  Stepney  has  faithfully  and  acceptably  served  that 
constituency,  and  at  the  same  time,  without  any  conflict  of 
interests  in  the  above  relationship,  rendered  the  highest  and 
most  vital  service  to  phannacy.    There  is  no  reason  whatever 
■why  precisely  the  same  results  should  not  attend  the  career 
of  Mr.  Woolcock  or  any  other  pharmacist  who  is  returned  to 
the  House  of  Commons.    As  regards  the  former,  there  is  no 
ground  for  the  impression,  industriously  circulated  in  some 
quarters,  that  it  ds  as  a  pharmacist  that  he  will  stand  for 
Central  Hackney.    Mr.  Woolcock,  alike  by  intellectual  patri- 
mony and  personal  conviction,  has  always  ibeen  a  progressive 
Liberal  with  political  aspirations,  which  have  been  developed 
and  confirmed  by  his  unique  experience  of  administrative  and 
diplomatic  work  in  connection  with  National  Insurance  and 
other  public  affairs.    It  is  in  ■virtue  of  these  antecedents,  and 
not  because  of  his  being  a  pharmacist,  that  he  is  the  prospec- 
tive Liberal  candidate  for  Central  Hackney.    But  inasmuch 
as  Mr.  Woolcock  is  an  official  of  the  Society,  he  could  not 
seek  Parliamentary  honours  without  the  sanction   of  the 
Council.    And  as  the  So::iety  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones'  services  in  the  next  House  of  Commons,  the 
Council  took  the  wise  and  business-like  course  of  setting  Mr. 
Woolcock  free  for  the  prosecution  of  his  candidature,  with  a 
promise  of  financial  aid  for  it  from  the  Parliamentary  Fund. 
There  can  be  no  question  whatever  that  legislatively  an_d 
materially,  pharmacy,  both  on  the  business  and  the  profes- 
sional side,  would  now  ^be  in  an  immensely  worse  condition  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  labours  on  its  bfehalf  of  iSir  Richard  Win- 
frey and  Messrs.  Idris  and  Glyn-Jones.  And  in  view  of  impend- 
ing legislation  after  the  war,  it  is  more  than  ever  essential  that 
a  strenuous  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  the  return  of  any 
pharmacists  who  may  enter  the  field  as  Parliamentary  candi- 
dates, either  at  by-elections  or  at  the  next  General  Election. 
According  to  'Regulation  2  (a)  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Parlia- 
mentary Fund,  support  is  to  be  given  to  candidates  previously 
approved   by   the  Committee,  "  irrespective  of    the  party 
opinions  of  those  candidates,"  to  the  extent  which  the  state 
of  the  Fund  will  permit.    And  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
.  mittee  is  such  as  to  ensure  representation  on  or  through  it 
of  both  or  all  sides  of  political  movement.     It  is  doubtless 
desirable,  as  pointed  out  at  Leeds  and  elsewhere,  that  in  the 
event  of  a  Unionist  pharmacist  (becoming  a  candidate,  he 
should,  if  necessary,  have  assistance  from  the  Parliamentary 
Fund.    And  it  is  probable,  as  suggested,  that  if  there  -were 
a  Unionist  as  well  as  a  Liberal  pharmacist  candidate  the 
Fund  would  be  substantially  augmented.    In  any  case,  the 
Parliamentary  Fund  Committee  may  be  trusted  to  administer 
its  commission  impartially.    But  even  if  no  Unionist  cjuidi- 
date  appears  or  can  Ibe  approved  of,  it  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary that  the  utmost  endeavour  should  be  made  to  raise  the 
Fund  to  a  level  that  will  enable  its  administrators  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  several  candidates,  preferably,  but  not  neces- 
sarily, belonging  to  different  political  parties,  since  the  balance 
of  political  po-wer  is  not  likely  to  be  disturbed  in  this  connec- 
tion by  an  odd  man  out  on  one  side  or  the  other 
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National  Health  Insurance  Legislation. 

Returning  now  to  my  brief  historical  suiwey  of  changes, 
another  piece  of  legislation,  which  was  not  generally  fore- 
seen at  tJi«  time  when  I  was  a  student  here,  but  whioh  hu 
had  a  C/onsidciraible  effect  on  tlho  position  of  phairmacists,  is 
the  National  Hoialth  Insiiranoo  Act.  I  think  it  was  the  firat 
time  that  an  Aot  was  passed  in  which  pbarmaoists  were  reoog- 
Diised  and  given  work  wlbidh  had  previously  been  opeoQ  to 
others,  witiiout  the  initiative  having  oome  from  pharmiaoists 
fihemselvee.  I  am  aAvare  tfliat  there  has  been,  and  still  is, 
mudi  difference  of  opinion  ae  to  whether  pharinacy  has 
benefited  by  tiiis  kffisktion,  and  I  do  no*  propose  to  touch 
even  remotely  om  the  vexed  questions  of  tariffs,  etc. ;  but  I 
am  gtrong'ly  of  opinion  that  tfliere  is  a  lairge  net  gain  to 
piharmacists  in  general  in  being  thus  recognised  as  the  proper 
persons  to  disponise  medioal  pi-esoriptions  whether  containiaig 
sdhoduled  pvoisons  or  not,  and  I  think  its  effect  will  be  felt 
more  and  more  in  future.  AnytJiing'  whioh  mialces  for 
epeoialisation  of  a  particular  set  of  persons  for  a  particuHar 
purpose,  as  this  legislation  does,  must  bo  regarded  as  a  eteip 
in  organisation  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 

The  Economic  Position  After  the  War. 

The  economic  position  whioh  will  exist  after  the  war  cannot 
possibly  be  dealt  with  properly  except  by  sudi  development 
of  organisation  in  business  gcncradly  as  I  have  referred  to. 
The  war  has  meant  a  diminished  production,  in  some  oasee 
almost  a  cessation  of  production,  of  many  of  the  commodities 
in  demand  in  normal  times,  and  a  cessation,  more  or  less 
oointpl<'te,  of  supplies  from  foreign  sources.  In  rogard  to  sub- 
stances us<xl  in  medicine,  there  has  been  a  total  cutting  off 
of  the  very  largo  supplies  that  used  to  come  from  Germany 
and  of  the  supplies  of  certain  crude  drugs  from  Austror 
Hungary.  The  oonsiunption  of  medicines  in  the  wide  sense 
(including  suoh  things  as  disinfcotante)  must,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  viow  of  tih«  huge  requirements  of  the  Armies,  have 
b!»on  far  greater  than  normal,  thoug'h  I  cannot  produce 
figures  to  prove  this.  As  regards  commodities  in  general, 
excluding  munitions  of  war,  the  period  of  the  war  has  certainly 
been  one  of  greatly  dimiiu'sOied  production  and  for  the  mpqt 
part  increased  consumption;  and  after  the  war  there  must  be 
a  great  demand  for  commodities  of  nearly  every  sort.  There 
will  at  the  same  time  bo  a  great  reduction  in  producing  power 
owing  to  the  large  numbers  of  men  killed  or  incapacitated  for 
industry,  unless  there  are  other  factors  to  bo  set  off  against 
this  loss,  such  as  the  continued  employment  of  women  or  the 
increased  \iso  of  machinery.  In  some  other  countries  the 
demand,  and  the  difficulty  of  producing  enough  to  meet  it,  will 
be  even  greater  than  here. 

After  the  war,  again,  German  competition  will  not  be  in  the 
same  position  as  it  was  before.  The  German  monopoly  of  pro- 
duction of  some  things,  such  as  many  organic  chemicals,  will 
be  gone.  The  manufacture  of  a  number  of  these  is  already 
established  here  on  a  respectable,  if  not  a  large,  scale ;  and 
unless  Knglisluneu  show  a  degree  of  supineness  which  per- 
sonally  T  think  unthiiikablp.  thc^e  manufactures  will  not  be 
allowpd  to  <lie  again.  If  Germany  meets  with  that  thorough 
pnnishnipiit  whicii  wo  must  all  hope  to  give  her.  it  will  be 
years  before  her  industries  will  recover,  thoug'h  it  will  not 
be  wise  to  count  on  too  much  in  this  way.  When  she  is  finally- 
down  and  out  in  a  military  sense,  she  will  have  all  possiolo 
inducements  to  strain  every  nerve  to  recover  her  indjstrial 
position.  Possibly  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  she- will  meet 
with  will  be  the  fact  that  the  German,  unless  he  has  undergone 
a  very  radical  change  of  heart,  will  be  thoroughly  unwelcome 
everywhere.' 

.\s  to  what  definite  steps  pharmacy  will  have_  to  take  ill 
regard  to  organisation  of  production  and  distribution  I  do  not 
feel  competent  to  say  very  much,  nor  do  I  think  this  is 
proper  time  or  place  for  their  discussion  in  detail.    The  inn 
diate  application  of  what  I  have  been  saying  is  that  the  n- 
generation  of  pharmacists  must  recognise  that  in  future  i  ' 
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ideae  in  bueincss  will  not  do,  luid  that  wWn  they  have  findshp<l 
with  their  more  aoademic  studies  and  oome  to  aipply  their 
acquired  knowledge  to  th«  problems  of  pharmacy,  they  will 
have  to  deal  with  a  demand  for  a  oon-siderable  degree  of 
apeoiflJisatdon  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  for  a  wide  outlook  and 
capacity  for  dealiag  with  things  on  a  large  scale  on  the  other. 
This  matter  of  the  organisation  of  business,  therefore,  has  an 
important  educational  aspect. 

Educational  Issues  and  Interests. 

I  paas  on  now  to  dieal  with  more  directly  educational 
matters ;  in  this  domain,  the  expectations  tliat  existed  in  my 
early  days  in  pharmaoy  are  still  to  a  considerable  extent 
unrealised.  Something  like  thirty  yeai's  ago  a  Bill  was  m 
existence  and  awaiting  the  attention  of  Parliaanent,  to  give 
the  Society  powers  to  impose  a  compulsory  curriculum  of 
iraining  on  those  aspiring  to  its  qualifications.  To-day  there 
is  etill  no  oompulaoi-y  curriculum.  The  agreement  on  a  cur- 
riculum, and  the  obtaining  the  assent  of  plharmacists  gener- 
ally to  ajiy  adequate  measure,  are  matters  of  consideraJble 
difficulty,  and  I  am  not  altogether  surprised  that  the  Council 
has  allowed  the  years  to  pass.  But  as  an  examiner  I  have 
often  deplored  the  bad  preparation  and  cr^i  shown  by  oan- 
■didates  who  have  passed  throug*h  my  hands  (the  worst  ones, 
*t  least,  finding  themselves  a  few  minutes  later  in  GaJen 
Pl^oe  again).  Often  I  have  felt  sure  that  they  were  to  be 
pitied  rather  than  blamed ;  with  small  pecuniary  resources 
they  had  been  attracted  by  tiie  pretensions  of  certain  self-styled 
schools  of  pjharmacy  to  prepare  them  for  tihe  examination  in 
ihe  shortest  time;  they  had  not  only  failed,  but  thev  had 
acquired  the  habit  of  tryihg  to  learn  on  wrong  linee  ,and 
they  had  loaded  their  mental  apparatus  with  not  only  incor- 
rect but  unsound  stuff,  reminding  one  of  Josih  Billings'  remark 
— ■'  Blessed  is  ignorance ;  I  had  rather  know  nothing  fchian 
learn  facts  which  are  not  so."  I  do  not  suggest  that  there 
are  no  good  schools  of  pharmacy  but  tJiis  one :  but  I  assert 
most  positively  that  there  are  some  bad  ones,  which  I  hope  to 
see  compelled  to  close  their  doors  by  the  insistence  on  an 
adequate  compulsory  curriculum.  Although  I  hold  rather 
strong  views  on  this  subject,  I  should  not  regard  the  pres3iit 
occasion  as  a  proper  one  for  putting  them  forward  but  'or 
the  fact  that  I  think  the  changed  conditions  due  to  the  war 
make  a  compulsory  curriculum,  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
-qualification  of  the  pharmacist,  more  of  a  necessity  than  ever. 

The  Examinations. 

-V.s  regai-ds  the  exa.ninations,  a  few  years  ago  these  under- 
went some  changes;  in  my  time  the  entire  Minor  was  taken 
in  one  day,  and  I  do  not  think  I  myself  spent  more  than  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  any  subject  except  dispensing,  which 
"took  an  hour  or  xo;  the  Major  took  parts  of  two  days,  but  was 
entirely  oral  and  practical.  Both  examinations  have  been  im- 
proved, and  are  considered  not  only  by  the  pharmaceutical 
examiners,  but  also  by  their  professorial  colleagues,  who  have 
large  experience  of  University  and  other  examinations,  to  be 
on  the  whole  admirable.  But  this  is  not  to  say  that  they  may 
not  now  be  in  nned  of  some  further  revision. 

The  Main  Object  of  Study. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  impress  on  students  in  this 
School,  though  it  would  unfortunately  be  very  necessary  in 
aame  so-call«l  Kohoola  of  pharmacy,  that  the  main  object  in 
4X>ming  to  study  is  to  learn,  and  that  the  passing  of  examina- 
tions, though  necossary,  must  be  a  secondary  consideration. 
Ph^irrpii'V  to-day  offers  scope  for  the  use  of  high  scientino 
ftttainmenta;  the  highest  positions  in  the  work  of  making  and 
supplying  medicines  cannot  be  filled  except  hy  those  with  high 
ic^entific  attainments.  And  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  more 
ordinary  work  of  the  average  pharmaci.Tt  requires  sound 
scientific  knowledge,  though  it  may  be  less  extensive  in  its 
•cope.  But,  above  all,  what  everyone  should  acquire  is  scientific 
metliod,  and  the  distinctive  characteristic  of  scientific  method 
is  the  appeal  to  experiment.  We  must  begin  with  accurate 
oh-<  rvatir.n  of  facts,  usually  the  facts  presentc^d  to  us  by  tho 
na  iral  phenomena  by  which  we  are  surrounded;  we  then 
u;i:it  U)  discover  the  relations  between  the  facts,  to  explain 
thf  how  or  the  why  of  things  btjiiig  as  they  are.  We  hit 
on  some  theory  v,hi(h  appears  to  explain  things  to  some 
«tt«-nt,  and  wo  must  then  test  our  theory;  if  the  theory  is 
true  as  an  explanation  of  the  facia  we  have  observed,  we  can 
-4(x\a(je  from  it  what  will  happen  in  some  other  case,  and  we 
at  onoo  set  about  profluoing  sufih  other  case  to  see  if  the  faotg 
roaJty  are  as  they  will  be  if  our  thef>ry  is  right;  this  iB  the 
«pr»«a-l  expfrriment.  To  take  a  simple  illu.s*rration  with  a 
pharmaceutical  flavour;  wo  observe  that  oil  or  fat  ivill  not 


mix  with  watei',  but  we  also  observe  tha-t  ordinary  milk  con- 
tains both  fat  and  water,  and  they  are  in  a  state  of  intima,to 
mixture;  by  suitable  ti'<eabmeait  of  the  milk  we  can  obtain  from 
it  that  kind  of  sugar  whicih  wo  call  Lactose,  a  substance  we 
call  casein,  and  oorbain  mineiral  .salts.  We  find  that  a  solution 
of  lactose  or  of  the  minoiiail  salts  wiJW  iiM  mix  with  oil  any 
Ivetteir  than  water  will ;  but  when  we  try  casein  we  discover 
that  the  result  is  different,  and  we  can  make  a  milk-like  mix- 
ture of  oil  and  water  with  its  aid.  The  next  quesition  is  how 
does  the  oasein  bring  about  this  result?  and  we  shall  be  led 
to  study  other  cases  fcoaring  on  the  subject.  For  example, 
if  you  havo  oil  on  your  handls  you  oanjiot  wash  it  off  with 
l>lain  water,  but  you  can  with  soap  and  water ;  in  other  words 
the  soap  enables  the  oil  and  water  to  mix.  Do  soap  and 
casein,  then,  aot  in  just  the  same  way,  and  what  is  the 
mechanism  by  which  they  enable  us  to  mix  oil  and  water? 
New  expea-iments  must  be  pftanned  to  answer  these  questions, 
and  the  answers,  when  obtained,  will  furnish  the  ground  for 
yet  new  questions.  At  each  stage  we  have  increiaeed  our 
knowledge  of  facts,  and  we  have  an  ever-widening  mass  of 
related  phenomena  to  be  taken  into  oonsidieration  in  extend- 
ing our  theories  or  framing  new  ones.  As  scientific  inves- 
tigation proceeds  and  the  field  eteadSly  widens,  it  has 
to  be  divided  up  into  areas  usually  referred  to  as 
separate  sciences,  and  it  is  not  possible  for  any  individual  to 
follow  more  than  one  or  two  to  the  limits  of  what  is  known. 
But  however  much  soienco  or  the  sciences  prog.'-ess,  the  method 
remains  the  same — observation,  theory^  experiment.  And  the 
final  appeal  is  always  to  the  facts,  not  to  authority. 

Scientific  and  Rational  Authority. 

Now,  in  pursuing  your  studies  here,  in  spite  of  what  I  have 
been  saying,  you  will  have  to  accept  authority  very  largely, 
and  in  two  ways.  In  the  first  place,  life  is  not  long  enough 
fod-  you  to  discover  all  the  facts  for  yourselves,  or  even  to 
verify  independently  what  is  told  you ;  if  your  teacher 
tells  you,  for  example,  that  ipecacuanha  comes  from 
South  America^  as  he  probably  will,  I  advise  you  to 
believe  him,  because  it  is  not  worth  while  spending  the  time 
and  money  to  go  and  see  for  yourselves  that  it  really  does 
grow  tiii'ii'e.  And  if  you  are  told  that  water  consists  of  hydrogen 
and  oxygen  in  otM-tain  proipoa-tions,  and  nothiiug  else,  believe  it  at 
least  provisionally,  as  you  will  have  to  study  for  a  long  time 
before  you  are  competent  to  call  the  statement  in  question,  or 
have  the  resources  to  carry  out  the  necessary  experiments.  But 
you  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  these  are  really  the 
reasons  why  you  accept  your  teachers'  statements,  and  that  ttie 
stat'a-ment.s  are  not  divinely  in*):nred,  but  may  always- be  called 
in  question  by  anyone  competent  to  appeal  to  the  facts.  These 
are  pot  fanciful  illustrations;  you  will  come  across  quite  a  few 
case's  of  drugs  which  have  long  been  ibelieved  to  come  from  one 
place,  when  they  really  came  from  another,  the  error  bemg 
perpetuated  in  such  a  name  as  Turkey  rhubarb.  Rayleigh  and 
Ramsav  would  not  have  discovered  argon,  neon,  and  other 
gases  of  that  group  if  they  had  regarded  as  indisputable  the 
statement  which  was  accepted  when  I  was  a  student  that  air 
consists  only  of  nitrogen  and  oxygen,  with  small  proportions  of 
water  vapour  and  carbon  dioxide;  the  break-up  of  atoms  and 
the  phenomena  of  radio-activity,  again,  are  incompatible  with 
what  were  not  long  ago  believed  to  bo  established  facts.  And, 
"•eneraily  speaking,  no  facts  or  theories  are  sacred  or  to  be 
Regarded  as  immune  from  attack  because  they  may  have  been 
taught  by  a  great  master. 

Official  Authority. 

The  second  form  of  authority  you  will  enoounitenr  is  that 
which  is  typified  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  with  an  Act 
of  Parliament  and  the  police  force,  and  in  the  last  resort  the 
whole  of  the  armed  forces  of  tihe  Orown,  to  back  it.  The 
essential  character  of  this  authority  is  not  in  its  siiymg  that 
the  facts  are  so  and  so,  but  that  when  you  make  tincture  of 
digitalis,  for  example,  you  must  make  it  with  100  parts  of 
di^atalis  and  of  s,pirit  of  70  per  cent,  strength,  enough  to 
pix'duco  1,000  fluid  parts;  when  you  supply  phenacetin  for 
iiiedicinal  use  it  must  be  of  such  a  degree  of  purity  that  it 
molts  at  135°  C,  and  se  on.  Such  authority  must  be  obeyed 
of  course,  as  far  as  pnaotioable :  but  the  fallibility  of 
aiithonity  is  well  shoAvn  by  the  fact  that  every  Pharmaoopceia 
yot  produced  has  oontained;  erroneous  statements  of  fact  and 
made  impossible  demands.  And  every  few  yeara  it 
bn  superseded  by  a  new  one  more  abreast  of  ascertained  facts. 
fVitioism  of  official  fonrnulije  is  a  fruitful  method  of  progr^s 
which  T  oomimond  to  you  when  you  l>ecome  sufficiently  ad- 
v;inc<>d  in  your  studies. 

(TV)  be  concluded.) 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IRELAND. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

A  anoeting  of  the  Council  o.?  tho  above-named  Society  was 
held  at  67,  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on  Tuesday tine  9tli 
inst.  There  were  present: — ^Messrs.  James  Tate  (Preeident)  in 
tlio  chair;  J.  iMichio  (Vice-President),  G.  D.  Beggs,  J.  E. 
Connor,  Jolm  Smith,  Victor  E.  Ilanna,  D.  M.  Watson,  Dr. 
C.  J.  13.  Dunlop,  G.  A.  iMtlLean  iLee.  Dr.  James  A.  Walsh, 
Thos.  M.  IMoffatt,  R.  Blair,  A.  Owen  Wells,  W.  F.  Wells,  Wm. 
Hanna,  W.  J.  Hardy,  Dr.  A.  J.  Barnes,  Wm.  Doig,  Joseph  H. 
Bowden,  and  Arthur  T.  Ferrall  (Registrar). 

Council  Election. 

The  Peesident,  on  the  declaration  of  the  Scrutineers  of 
Ballot,  announced  Messrs.  A.  Owen  Wells,  G.  D.  Beggs,  W.  F. 
Wells,  J.  E.  Connor,  G.  A.  McLean  Lee,  Sir  W.  J.  Baxter, 
and  Mr.  W.  Hanna  to  be  duly  elected  Members  of  Council  for 
the  ensuing  three  years. 

The  President  announced  the  award  of  a  gold  medal  to  Mr. 
William  Clement  Byrne,  Ph.C,  and  of  a  silver  medal  to  Mr. 
Henry  Isaacson,  Ph.C.  Both  gentlemen  had  been  students  in 
the  Society's  schools. 

Welcome  to  New  Members. 

The  Peesident  welcomed  two  ne^v  members  to  the  Council — 
Messrs.  Lee  imd  Hanna.  Thev  were  both  well  known,  one  in 
Dtfblin  and  the  other  in  Belfa.^f.  He  felt  sure  -that  both  gentle- 
men would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  Council.  (Applause.) 

Messrs.  Lee  and  iHanka  briefly  .acknowledged  the  greeting 
accorded  to  them. 

President's  Valedictory  Address. 

'The  President  having  thanked  the  Council,  Vice-iPresident, 
and  Registrar  for  the  consideration  and  kindness  received  from 
them  during  his  two  years'  tenure  of  office,  referred  to  the 
changes  in  the  memlbership  of  the  Council  due  to  death  and 
other  causes,  and  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  rwar-emergency 
legislation  as  affecting  pharmacy,  and  declared  it  to  be  the 
paramount  duty  of  ipharmacists,  w-lho  were  so  loyally  and  dis- 
linterestedly  doing  their  part  in  these  perilous  times,  to  defend 
to  the  .uttermost  the  few  Statutory  and  other  i-ights  that  they 
•possessed.  He  expressed  regret  that  so  little  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  movement  for  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  in 
the  Army,  and  urged  sustained  and  strenuous  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  this  reform.  _  In  leaving  the  chair,  he  said  he  liad 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  good  men  and  true  "W-ere  follow- 
ing ihim,  who  would  hold  aloft  tJie  banner,  and  in  due  time, 
backed  by  united  forces,  lead  their  cause  to  victory. 

Election  of  President  and  Vice-President. 

On  the  motion  of  the  PSesident,  seconded  by  Mr.  Beggs, 
Mr.  J.  Michie  was  elected  President.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  seconded  by  Mr.  Beggs,  supported  by 
iMessrs.  iMoFEATT  and  D.  M.  Watson,  Mr.  J.  E.  Connor  was 
nominated  for  the  Vice-Presidency  ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
V.  E.  Hanna,  seconded  by  Dr.  Baentis,  Mr.  J.  H.  Bowden 
was  lalso  nominated.  After  some  discussion  Mr.  Hanna  with- 
drew his  nomination,  and  Mr.  Connor  was  unanimously  elected. 
The  newly  elected  office-<bearers  suitably  returned  thanks  for 
the  honour  conferred  upon  them. 

Proposed  Professional  Auditor. 

A  proiwsal  iby  Dr.  Barnes  that  the  Council  should  .appoint  a 
chartered  accountant  as  auditor  was  rejected,  and  Messrs. 
Bowden  and  Hanjia  were  reappointed. 

An  .Appeal  for  Abatement  of  a  Fine. 

The  Registrae  read  a  letter  from  the  Under-Secretarv. 
Dublin  Castle,  enclosing  a  ooipy  of  a  memorial  from  C. 
McFadden.  Falcarragh,  County  donegal,  craving  abatement  of 
a  fine  of  £5  inflicted  on  him.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Society's  Solicitor  to  draw  up  a  strong  reply  to  the  memorial. 
"  Question  Time." 

iDr.  Barnes's  motion  that  "  Questions  "  be  inserted  as  an  item 
in  the  agenda  was  defeated  I)y  a  small  majority. 

Inadequate  Reports  and  Incomplete  Registers. 

;Mr.  Hanna  complained  of  the  inadequate  piJblished  reports 
of  their  proceedings,  which  failed  to  give  a  true  conception  of 
the  work  done  by  the  Council,  and  also  of  the  incompleteness 
and  inaccuracy  of  the  register  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
chemists  and  <lruggist9  keeping  open  shop  in  Ireland.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Society's  Solicitor. 

New  Members. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected  :-^Miss  Rosalie 
Mary  Byrne,  Ph.C,  Harbour  Street,  Ballynacargy.  County 
Westmeath;  Peter  P.  Coffey.  Ph.C,  City  Dispensary, 
Lunerick;  James  McKeever,  Ph.C,  Navan,  Countv  Meath : 
Thomas  P.  Toher.  Ph.C,  Sligo. 

Mr.  James  McCutcheon.  R.D..  Drug  Hall,  Ardee,  County 
Louth,  was  elected  laesociate  druggist. 


Committee  Reports. 

Reports  from  the  several  Committees  were  considered,  aricl 
some  accounts  -were  ordertni  for  payment. 

Thanks  to  the  Retiring  President. , 

'On  the  motion  of  the  Pbesiuent,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  F- 
Wells,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  with  acclamation  to  Mr. 
J.  Tate  for  the  alble  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  had 
acquitted  himself  during  his  presidency. 

Examination  Results. 

Preliminarx/  Examination.— yiol&t  Kathleen  Wilson,  Longford,, 
passed  with  Honours.  Tho  following  also  passed : — Louisa. 
Kathleen  Smith,  Newry ;  Wm.  Henry  Roche,  Waiterford ;  Albert 
Francis  Browne,  Strabano ;  Hannah  MoGrath,  Clonmel;  James- 
Galashan,  Dublin;  Alexis  Josejjh  FitzGerald,  Thurles;  Mary 
Kate  Kiiwan,  Camp,  Co.  Kerry;  Robert  Dick,  Dromore,  t^o. 
Down  ;  Alexander  Steede,  Belfast. 

lier/istered  Drugfjist  Examination. — Robert  Thompson  Henry, 
Belfast ;  George  Bertram  Hooy,  Dublin ;  and  George  Vincent 
Wallace,  Dublin,  passed.    Three  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaecutical  Licence  Examination. — George  Christopiior 
Hewson,  Baliina,  Co.  Mayo,  pa.s6ied  with  Honours.  The  follow- 
ing also  passed :— James  Richard  Bnnyan,  Listowel,  Co.  Kerry  ; 
Samuel  Townley  Snuth,  Maryborough;  Marsden  Cross,  Ballj'- 
clare,  Co.  Antrim ;  Thomas  Patrick  Roche,  CharleviUe,  (Jo. 
Cork;  Hugh  Bernard  O'Donoghue,  Virginia,  Co.  Cavan;  Hiigb- 
Brownlow  McMuUan,  Banbridge.  Fifteen  candidates  were  re- 
jected. 

Pharmaceutical  As.fisiant  Examinatimi. — Samuel  Aaron  Rosen- 
thal, Dublin,  and  Charles  Frederick  Kirwan,  Ballinrobe,  passed. 
One  candidate  was  rejected. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

County  of  London.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  wa» 
held  at  Bank  Chambers,  High  Holborn,  W.C,  on  October  9, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Hartfield  (Chairman)  in  the  ohaii".  Owing  to  indis- 
position Mr.  Trick  was  unable  to  attend.  Arising  out  of  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  heldi  on  September  11  last,  the- 
Secretary  furnished  Statistics  to  the  Committee  in  respect,  of 
the  system  of  pricing  certain  pills,  which  showed  that  there 
was  some  inconsistency.  After  some  discussion  it  was  decided 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Central  Checking  Bureau  for  further 
investigation  and  report.  Further  consideration  was  given  lo 
circular  P.S.  42,  concerning  tho  Enquiries  Section  of  the  Central 
Checking  Bureau,  which  provides  a  scheme  for  supplying  infor- 
mation on  Insurance  m.atters  direct  to  panel  chemists.  A  very 
animated  and  protracted  discussion  took  place,  and  opinion  was- 
divided  as  to  the  advisability  of  accepting  the  suggested  schema. 
Ultima,tely  tho  following  resolution  was  carried : — "  That  whilst 
appieciating  the  suggestion  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive, 
which  should  prove  helpful  to  a  large  number  of  chemists  on 
the  panel,  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  are  of  opinion  that, 
so  far  as  London  is  concerned,  such  enquiries  should  be  mada- 
through  the  Secretary,  who  will  continue  to  deal  with  them 
and  cdll-iborate  ^vith  the  Central  Checking  Bureau  according- 
to  circimistanoes."  Relating  to  the  question  of  Rural  Areas 
referred  to  in  circular  P.S.  44,  the  matter  wns  left  in  the  hajida 
of  the  Secretary  and  the  Committee's  representative  on  the 
London  Insurance  Committee  for  action  to  li^  taken.  The 
Secretary  reported  : — [a]  On  the  financial  position  of  the  Com- 
mittee, (ft)  That  the  number  of  prescriptions  for  tl"-  month  of 
July,  1917,  was  294.722;  total  cost.  £7,012  19s.  7d. ;  a\-erage  r^sfc 
per  prescription.  5-71d.  (e)  That  the  total  figures  for  tlir  months 
of  .January  to  .June,  1917,  inclusive,  are  as  follows : — Number 
of  scripts,  1,815.911 ;  total  cost.,  £50,025  6s.  lid. ;  average  cost 
per  script,  6-60<l.  ;  number  of  proscriptions,  2,115,628;  nnd 
average  cost  per  prescription,  5'57d.  (d)  That  liiere  were  allega- 
tions as  to  inadequacy  of  service  after  8  p.m.  in  three  districts 
iti  London,  and  that  the  Insurance  Committee  desired  that  the 
matter  should  be  carefully  considered  by  the  Pharmaceutical- 
Committee.  Det  tils  of  the  complaints  were  given,  and  it  waa 
decided  that  the  Secretary  should,  after  further  investigation 
of  the  cases,  co  amunicate  with  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
the  matter,  (e)  On  the  price  allowed  for  Mist.  Trag.  Chlorof. 
{f)  niat  in  accordance  -with  the  new  regulations  concerning 
invalided  soldiers  and  sailors,  medicines,  etc.,  in  the  case  of  the 
London  area,  are  to  be  ordered  by  doctors  on  the  usual  form 
and  obtained  through  chenjists  on  the  panel,  (g)  That  a  letter 
had  been  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  giving 
expression  to  the  views  of  the  Conference  of  Representatives 
from  district  meeting.^  concerning  the  negotiations  as  to  term* 
for  N.H.I,  dispensing  for  the  year  1918.  The  Secretary's  report 
was  then  adopted.  The  report  of  the  Finance  Sub-Commlttee- 
havlng  been  adoprted,  this  terminated  the  proceedings. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[8ecr$Utriei  of  Pharmaetutical  Atsoaiatiotis  are  requested  to  send  brief  reports  «/  meetings  for  pubHeation, 
to  a*  to  reach  th4  Editor  not  later  than  the  WedHesday  immediately  following  ths  date  of  meetirtg,'] 


BLACKPOOL— A  meeting  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  October  5  at  the  Palatine 
JHotel,  the  Pbesident,  Mr.  J.  Laurie,  in  the  chair. — After  the 
jninutes  of  the  last  monthly  meeting  and  a  committee 
meeting  had  been  dealt  with,  the  President  opened 
"the  DOW  winter  session  with  an  inaugural  address.  This 
took  the  form  of  a  statement  of  some  of  the  con- 
clusions lie  had  arrived  at  with  reference  to  pharmacy,  which 
showed  that,  in  his  opinion,  pharmacy  had  deteriorated  since 
the  beginning  of  his  career. — An  animated  discussion  followed 
the  President's  address,  in  which  several  members,  including 
Messrs.  Bailey  and  Greenwood,  took  active  part.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  Army  Council's  ruling  on  the  supply  of 
narcotics,  etc.,  to  niedioal  men  in  His  Majesty's  forces,  and  a 
discussion  took  place  on  the  Poison  Laws. 


BRADFORD. — ^At  the  opening  meeting  of  the  new  session 
■of  the  Bradford  Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  at  the 
Central  Cafe,  the  President  (Mr.  R.  T.  Silson)  presiding, 
•on  a  recommendation  by  the  Council  of  the  Association,  it 
was  decided  that  the  Association  secede  as  a  section  of  tljc 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  remain  an  affiliated  Associa- 
tion, paying  a  small  annual  fee,  but  controlling  its  own 
.finances  and  conducting  its  own  administrative  work  entirely. 
— A  discussion  took  place  w^th  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  methylated  spirit. — It  was  agreed  to  urge  members 
to  stand  strictly  by  the  Association's  monthly  minimum 
price  list,  and  not  cut  prices  by  charging  out-of-date  figures. 
—Me.  Hroo  Wolfp  (London)  then  addressed  the  meeting, 
his  subject  being  the  better  development  of  the  trade  side 
-of  pharmacy.  He  urged  suggestive,  or  supplementary,  sales- 
manship, of  further  articles  than  the  goods  for  which  the 
customer  actually  called,  but  such  articles  might  well  have 
some  association  in  use  with  the  article  originally  required. 
They  should  HOt  be  pressed  on  the  customer,  but  should  be 
•casually  and  unobtrusively  placed  imder  the  customer's  notice, 
and  a  chance  remark  made  upon  them.  Patent  medicines 
-did  not  yield  the  profit  which  should  bo  yielded,  but  they 
must  take  things  as  they  were,  and  use  the  patents  as  a 
lever  in  selling  other  things.  Replying  to  a  vote  of  thanks. 
Mr.  Wolff  exprp.ssed  himself  as  having  had  a  surfeit  of 
■pbarmaoeutical  politics  and  National  Health  Insurance. 


HAMPSHIRE. — -A.  meeting  of  the  Hampshire  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  on  October  11.  the  Pbesident,  Mr.  Davies, 
of  Havant.  in  the  chair.  A  discussion  took  place  on  the  issue 
of  the  Minimum  Retail  Price  List. — ^The  Secretary  explained 
•that  in  the  future  the  Association  would  not  he  able  to  pay  for 
this  out  of  the  small  annual  subscription,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  the  members  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  list 
in  addition  to  the  suhscription. —  The  President  made  an 
urgent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  with  the 
result  that  every  member  pre.=ent  promised  to  subscribe.  The 
Secretary  was  Jhstructed  to  make  an  appeal  to  all  those  members 
■who  were  not  pre.sent.  Mr.  Latto.  chemist,  of  Fareham,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Association. — The  President  then 
read  a  piaper  on  "  Sundry  Ideas  Concerning  Chemists'  Sundries. 
He  dealt  'oriefly  with  the  question  of  selection,  and  then  with 
■the  details  of  a  stock  room  for  sundries.  Under  the  heading 
of  Showing  and  Selling  he  illustrated  several  original  show  oases 
used  for  the  di.^play  of  sponges  and  other  toilet  articles,  which 
were  considered  infinitely  more  convenient  than  the  oases  usually 
fitted  by  shop-fitters.  A  useful  discu.<wion  followed,  and  various 
methods  of  window  display  were  mentioned. — On  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Whide,  seconded  by  Mr.  B.iktlett,  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  President  for  his  most  excellent 
and  useful  paper. 


LEEDS. — Thfi  opening  meeting  of  the  session  of  the  I^eods 
fJhemists'  Association  was  held  on  October  11,  at  the  Grand 
Central  Hotel,  Leeds.  The  President,  Mr.  N.  N.  Armitage, 
oocupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  ]arge_  attendance. — The 
opening  aA(\rem  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Neathercoat  (Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  who  was  welcomed  by 


Mr.  Armitage  in  cordial  terms  on  behalf  of  t-lK'.  lA^etls  Asso- 
ciation.— Mr.  Neathercoat  said  Leeds  was  fortunate  in  having 
in  its  membership  one  of  the  great  protagoni-sts  of  pharmacy  in 

the  pei-son  of  Mai.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  a  born  fighter  and  a 
hard  fighter,  and  than  whom  phaniiacy  throughout  the  country 
could  Jiot  wish  for  a  better  champion.    They  at  Leeds  weire, 
thei-efore,  advantageously  situated  as  to  acquaintance  with  the 
movement  of  pharmaceutical  affairs.   As  they  knew,  tihey,  as 
chemists,  had  been  oarrymg  on  business  under  very  difficult 
conditions  during  the  tiu-ee  years  of  waji.    Probably  iifae  war 
had  affected  pharmacy  more  than  any  other  ca<lling.    Not  only 
were  there  the  many  problems  raised  for  the  individual  phar- 
macist, but  there  were  the  large  obligations  falling  upon  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  as  a  oonsequence  of  their  ha.%'ing  placed 
their  organisatioa  so  extensi-vely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govem- 
ment  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  war.    From  th©  begin- 
ning tlhe  Council  had  realised  that  the  interests  of  the  countn^ 
must  come  first,  even  when  they  oonflioted  with  the  private 
interests  of  pharmacists ;  but  happily  tlhere  were  instances  in 
which  it  had  been  foimd  possible,  by  equitaible  arrangement,  to 
serve  conounently  both  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the  needs 
of  pharmacists.    A  reoerut  instance  of  this  aocommodation  re- 
lated to  the  diffioultiea  in  connection  with  the  use  of  sugar — 
which  difficulties,  he  was  glad  to  say,  were  now  more  or  less 
over  .so  far  as  pharmacists  were  concerned.    The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  been  able  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  th© 
Ministry  for  Food  whereby  pharmacists  were  placed  in  the  olass 
of  manufaotiirers,  and  supplies  of  sugar  would  come  to  the  phar- 
macists on  that  basis.    The  Society  had  dooii©  great  service  to 
the  State  in  connection   with  the   provision   of   sugar  and 
glycerin  substitutes,   and    at  the  same  time  had  eased  th© 
difficulties  of  pharmacists  by  negotiating-  an  agreement  between 
the    British    Medical    Association    and    the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,    whereby    there    would    be    issued,    'before  long, 
official    hsts    of    sugar    and    glycerin    substitutes  which, 
if  adopted  throughout  the  counti-y,  would  set   free  a  largo 
amount  of  sugar  and  glycerin  hitherto  used  for  pharmaceutiOTl 
galenicals  and  preparations.    In  regard  to  Insurano©  dispensing, 
they  were  hoping  to  be  able  to  improve  the  position  of  phar- 
macists in  the  1918   contracts  alike  as  to   remimeration  and 
other  conditions.    Some  of  tlie  conditions  which  he  had  in 
mind  did  not  affect  pharmacists    in    a   city  like  Leeds,  but 
nelatod  particularly  to  nwal  areas,   where  phairmacists  were 
deprived    of    their   proper    functions  in  oonneotion  with  th© 
Insuirance  Act  in  the  dispensing  of  medicines  for  insure<:l  per- 
sons, with  results  of  great  disadvantage  and  loss  to  them.  The 
Counoil  also  wanted  to  remove  many  of  the  anomalous  interpre- 
tations whi<A  were  put  upon  the  existing  tariff  by  th©  pricing 
offices  throughout  the  country.    They  had  started  this  year  wHSl 
(the  aasiunption  that  the  fees  mentioned  in  the  tariff  of  1917 
would  bo  upheld  throughout  the  whole  of  tlhe  year,  but  had 
found  that  m  many  oases  the  remuneration  mentioned  in  the 
tariff  had  been  considerably  watered  down  by  th©  interpreta- 
tion of  the  prioin.g  offices  in  connection  with  th©  dispensing 
fees  in  cases  where  things  \vere  extemporaneously  prepared,  and 
so  on,  and  they  did  not  consider  that  that  was  at  all  fair. 
Phannacists  thougiht  they  ought  to  have  representation,  as 
such,  upon  the  Pricing  Office  Committees,  and  they  -  felt  also 
that  there  should  be  less  control  by  the  Insurance  Committees 
of  the  use  of  funds  which  in  the  main,   were  the  funds  of 
pharmaoists.    Hie  terms  suggested  for  the  1918  contracts  were 
now  practically  ready  for  presentation  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners, and  though  they  did  not  represemt  the  full  measure 
of  increase  to  which  they  were  justly  entitled,  they  did  repre- 
sent an  mcrease  which  the  Counoil  felt  to  be  perfectly  fair  and 
reasonable  to  ask  for,  and  which  was  quite  modenate  in  relation 
to  the  present  position  of  affairs  in  other  walks  of  life.  There- 
fore, what  they  were  going  to  ask  for  was  a  perfectly  fair  and 
reasonable  thing,  and  that  being  so,  he  had  great  hope  that 
the  request  would  receive  sympathetic  consideration  and  that 
the  terms  would  be  granted.    They  could  perhaps  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  opportunitj'  to  press  upon  the  Government 
for  much  larger  foes,  but  they  did  not  propose  to  do  so,  and  had 
no  intention  of  attempting  to  embarrass  the  State  in  any  way. 
He  wanted  particularly  to  pre^s  upon  their  attention  the  need 
of  unity  among  plharmaoists.    There  had  been  an  attempt  mad© 
during  the  last  few  weeks  to  set  up  a  separate  organisation  m 
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plharmacy  for  dealing  with  the  Itisiinanoe  problem  and  to  pre- 
pa;ro  what  hud  been  oailed  a  niiiuwity  report,  in  tlio  form  of  a 
memorial  from  pharmacists  who  wero  not  safcisfii'  J  with  the 
terms  that  the  Ooujioil  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  proposed 
to  Mk  from  the  Insurance  Commissioners.  It  was  quite  to  be 
€xpcct.ed  that  there  would  bo  pharmacists  who  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  terma,  but  what  he  felt  was  that  such  pharmacists 
should  express  their  dissatisfaction  through  the  proper  ciiarmels 
— thivt  was  to  say,  through  the  origanisationiS  tihat  were  doing 
the  work  at  the  present  time.  There  was  ewry  opportunity  for 
every  pharttncist  who  was  dissatisfied  to  state  tlie  case  to  his 
own  Phai'maoeutioal  Oommittee  or  local  Association,  at  jmnel 
or  district  meetings  and  confenencee  in  London,  or  direct  to 
the  Pharmaoeutioal  Society  itself.  It  was  not  only  the  right  but 
the  duty  of  every  pharnxacist  to  oniticise  the  proposals  that  were 
sent  out  by  the  Executive  Oommitt'e*  and  to  suggest  any  amend- 
ment of  the  scheme  tliat  the^  felt  mi^bt  be  made  in  pharma- 
ceutical interests ;  but  it  should  be  done  through  th'O  propei- 
channels,  and  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  any  othei' 
organisation  to  be  set  up  to  do  it.  An  attempt  had  been  made 
to  organise  a  kirid  of  postca^rd  vote  in  connection  with  the 
Insuranoe  terms  and  to  get  a  memorial  signed  for  presenitation 
to  the  CJommissioners  stating  that  the  terms  which  the  Executive 
Committee  proposed  were  not  anything  like  sufiBoient,  a.n<l 
asking  for  better  terms,  and  this  propaganda  had  been  carrie<l 
ovit  by  a  new  and  separate  organisation..  What  he  claimed  was 
that  the  only  people  who  bad  the  right  to  reipnesent  the  phar- 
macists in  oonnectioii  with  Insurance  term.s  were  the  pi-bperly 
elected  and  constituted  bodies,  th<>  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
its  Executive  Oomjmittec,  and  there  was  no  possible  hope  of  any 
good  coming  of  any  negotiations  with  the  Insuranoe  Commi.s- 
sioners  by  anybody  else,  and  that  if  it  weTO  made  to  appear 
that  the  forces  of  pharmacy  were  split,  there  would  be  great 
danger  to  the  intei-ests  of  pliamiacy  through  the  apijearanoe  of 
disunion.  Such  appearance  of  disunion  uag  exactly  what  would 
happen  if  another  onganisation  were  si  t  up  and  another  appeal 
was  made  to  the  Insurance  Coininissioiieis  by  an  out-side  body 
with  a  self-O/Onstitutod  cK)mmit(tee.  He  was  glad  to  state  that 
this  new  organisation  had  modified  its  views  considerably,  and 
he  atill  hoped  that  the  people  responsible  for  it  would  reailise 
the  dangers  that  they  were  running  and  the  very  difficult  course 
that  they  were  j^oing  to  make  for  themselves  and  for  phaimaoy. 
In  regard  to  Parliamentarj-  representation,  they  would  know 
that  the  Society  had  set  Mr.  Wocflcock  free  to  contest  the 
Central  Division  of  Hackney,  in  order  that  when  Mr.  Glyn 
Jones  left  Parliament,  there  should  be  a  pharmacist  there.  It 
was  also  well  known  that  many  pharmacists  desired  more  than 
one  representative  of  pharmacy  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  have  one  repre<veiitative  in  connection 
wiith  eaoh  of  the  gireat  political  parties.  In  order  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  could  find  the  funds  iov  the  expenses 
of  some  Unionist  candidate  as  well  as  those  of  Mr.  Woolcook, 
who  was  a  Liberal,  it  was  nece-ssary  that  there  should  be  largo 
contributions  from  the  pharmacists  of  the  country  to  the  Par- 
liamentary Representatioii  Fund,  and  he  felt  sure  that  he  would 
rot  appeal  in  vain  to  the  Leeds  phannacists  to  do  their  duty 
in  that  matter. — In  the  course  of  the  discussion  wliich  followed 
Mr.  J.  H.  Beacock  expressed  the  hope  that  future  demands 
from  the  Insurance  Commi.ssioners  would  not  be  quite  so  modest 
as  the  present  ones. — Mr.  Rothstein  held  that  the  only  way  to 
obtain  adequate  support  for  the  Parliamentary  Repreetaitation 
Fund  would  be  by  direct  personal  appeal  to  every  member. — 
Mr.  Hay£,s  urged  the  necessity  of  a.ssuraiioes  that  the  fund 
■would  bo  used  for  representatives  of  both  political  parties. — Mj". 
Johnson  asked  whether,  if  the  proposed  1918  In-surance  terms 
were  not  granted,  the  panel  chemists  throughout  the  country 
would  stand  as  one  man  in  refusing  to  continue  their  work. — 
The  PbESIDENT  maintained  tha+  the  question  of  party  connection 
was  of  such  importance  that  tW-  Council  of  the  Aeeoeiation  felt 
that  they  could  not  a}>peal  effectively  to  their  members  until 
it  was  cfearly  understood  that  there  were  to  be  two  pharmacy 
represeii.tative.s.  one  Liberal  and  the  other  Unionist. — Mr. 
Neathercoat  replied  fully  to  the  various  points  raised. — In 
moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Neathercoat,  Mr.  Pilkington 
Bargeant  strongly  supported  the  view  that  there  must  at  least 
be  a  Unionist  pharmacist  as  well  as  a  Liberal  one-  If  they  had 
definite  knowledge  that  such  wmild  be  the  ca.se  the  pharmacists 
of  Ijcede  would  subscribe  willingly  to  the  fun<l,  as  they  were 
willing  to  subscribe  to  anything  at  all  which  they  wei^  oon- 
vinoed  would  benefioiaHy  affect  pliarmacy.  As  to  the  move 
ment  of  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  too  much  importance 
had  been  attached  to  it  because  its  originators  were  particularly 
noisy,  and  noise  sometimes  carried  a  long  way.  It  was  a  case 
of  what  Tommy  Atkins  called  camouflage.  In  this  case  they 
had  a  political  organisation  masquerading  as  a  social  clul). 
Should  they  be  a-sked  to  subscribe  to  such  a  diib  it  would  be 
^ell  if  they  inquired  wliat  that  chib  was  and  got  some  really 


definite  information  as  to  the  application  of  the  subaoriptioi-. 
before  they  responded.  The  Chairman  of  the  club  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Sociity,  and  he  had 
a  letter  m  The  Pharmacr.utical  Journal  of  October  6  in  which, 
he  refeiTed  to  the  leading  article  in  the  previous  issue  of  the 
Journal  as  "a  travesty  of  facts  "—which  meant,  of  oourao,  that 
It  w««  a  majss  of  lies.  He  (Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant)  was  the 
Chairman  of  the  Journal  Committee  responsible  to  the  Councif 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  proper  oonduofc  of  the 
Journal,  and  responsible,  therefore,  foi-  any  errors  which  the 
officials  of  the  Society  might  commit.  In  this  case  he  wished 
to  say  most  emplhaticallv  that  there  was  no  travesty  of  faot.s. 
and  that  the  official  of  the  Society  who  wrote  that  article  loiow 
perfectly  well  what  he  was  writing  and  that  be  was  writing 
facts.  The  member  of  the  Couik-JI  in  question  who  had  written 
the  letter  to  tlie  Joumal  to  which  he  referred  was  a  mem.bieir 
of  the  Journal  Committee  whicGi  sat  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  inst., 
and  he  (Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant)  did  not  hear  a  word  of  com 
plaint  at  the  meeting  from  that  member  that  there  had  been 
any  travesty  of  facte  in  the  artide  in  question.  The  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  SooLeity  met  on  the  same  day,  and; 
there  was  no  mention  there  by  this  member  of  any  travesty  oi 
faote  in  the  Joumal.  The  CounoU  meeting  was  afterwards  held 
on  the  same  day,  and  the  member  he  referred  to  did  not  get  up 
and  say:  "There  has  been  a  travesty  of  facta  in  the  Jouima! 
and  I  want  to  know  something  about  it."  Yet  that  member 
went  home  from  that  Council  meeting  knowing  that  he  had 
then  written  a  letter  to  the  Joumal  stating  that  theire  had 
been  a  travesty  of  facts  in  the  Journal.  That  wm  the  kind 
of  method  adopted  by  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  dub,  and; 
from  that  instance  they  could  judge  of  anything  that  that 
organisation  might  do.  He  would  be  glad  to  meet  on  any  plat- 
form any  man  who  made  that  accusation  ag;ainat  the  Joumal. 
Ho  would  state  on  any  platform  tliat  tliis  Councillor  had. 
attended  the  tluroe  meetings  of  the  Society  at  which  he  could 
have  stated  his  case  and  made  his  complaint,  and  he  had  been. 
content  to  leave  it  to  be  written  in  a  paltry,  piffling  letter  to. 
the  Journal  in  wliieh  he  merely  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
travesty  of  facts.  He  thought  that  that  was  a  type  of  conduct 
whioli  in  itself  was  absolutely  repulsive  to  North  Countrymen 
however  it  might  stand  with  Middlesex  people. — ^The  meeting 
terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 


LIVERPOOL. — The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  of  the- 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Colquitt  Street,  on  Oct6ber  10.  In  the  President's  absence,  ' 
owing  to  the  deatli  of  his  brother,  Sir  Edward  Evans,  the  chair  ' 
was  occupied  by  the  Yice-President,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cltjbb,  who- 
in  opening  the  proceedings  made  sympathetic  reference  to  Sir 
Edwaixl's  death,  and  a  vote  of  sympathy  and  condolence  with 
Lady  Evans  and  the  family  was  passed. — The  ChaibmaN  also 
made  appropriate  reference  to  the  death  of  two  honorary 
members  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Peter  McEwan,  late  editor 
of  the  Chemist  and  Drugijist,  a,ni  Mr.  John  James  Evans. — (Jn 
the  motion  of  the  Chaieman,  the  following  resolution  was 
carried : — "  Tliat  this  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation endorses  the  resolution  of  the  Liverpool  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  in  heartily  supporting  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  the  statutory  body  lepresenting  pharmacists  in  all  negotia^ 
tious  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  and  deprecates  the 
interference  of  irresponsible  and  unrepresentative  bodies,  being 
of  opinion  that  only  by  united  action  can  increased  remunera- 
tion be  attained." — Mr.  Moheton  Pabbt  gave  an  account  of  the 
intei-view  which  he,  together  with  Messrs.  W.  H.  Clubb  and 
D.  H.  Evans,  had  with  the  Local  Food  Control  Committee  on 
the  question  of  the  supply  of  sugar  for  medicinal  purposes,  and 
emphasised  the  importance  of  chemists  restricting  their  applica- 
tion for  sugar  to  the  amount  they  were  strictly  entitled  to. — After 
the  preliminary  business  the  meeting  took  the  form  of  a  sociil 
evening.  An  attractive  programme  of  vocal,  instrumental  and 
elocutionary  items  was  gone  through  and  much  enjoyed  by  an 
appreciative  audience,  which  numbered  about  a  hundred  and 
twenty.  The  contributors  to  a  highlv  enjoyable  entertainment 
were  Miss  Maley,  daughter  o\  Mr.  G.  J.  Maley, 
pharmacist.  Strand  Street,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  who 
sang  in  brilliant  style,  her  fine  voice  and  cultured  method 
being  a  re\'elation  to  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  her  for  the  fir.st  time ;  she  made  a  great  irnpression, 
and  was  enthusiastically  applauded^we  understand  Miss  Maley 
intends  to  follow  music  as  a  profession] — Mrs.  Ashcroft,  the  wift 
of  Mr.  A.  W.  Ashcroft,  pharmacist,  Aigburth  Road;  Miss  Lawen- 
son,  Miss  Ellen  Reed,  Miss  Egan,  and  Miss  Hetherington,  Mr, 
A.  D.  MeC^ormick,  Mr.  A.  L.  Roger,  and  Mr.  T.  Rowse.  Th<  - 
prooeedings  terminated  witJi  the  singing  of  the  Nationa/ 
Anthem. 
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MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION.— 

Hie  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  tho  Municipal 
Sdiool  of  Technology,  Wliitwortli  Stroot,  on  Wednesday, 
October  10,  at  tiree  o'clock,  when  an  address  entitled 

"My  Fifth  Year 

was  given  by  Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc  F.I.C,  President  of 
the  Pbarmaceutioal  Society  of  Great  ]ii-itain.  Previous  to  the 
meeting  Mr.  WSiite  was  entertained  to  lunch  at  the  Midland 
Hotel  by  a  larg«  company  of  local  pharmacists,  including  Mr. 
J.  Rymer  Young,  Warrington,  and  the  cordiality  wihich  pro- 
railed  augtired  well  for  the  success  of  the  President's  visit. 


Blooiiisbury  8(|ua,i<>.  iuid  gave  it  as  his  oxperionco  ttiat  nothing' 
oould  exceed  tho  syniiiKitHiotic  attitude  of  tilic  offioials  to  mem- 
bers who  wisihed  U)  avail  themselves  of  tJieir  services  or  ex- 
perience. In  this  connection  ho  paid  a  high  and  generou* 
tribute  to  tho  a.bility  and  courtesy  of  their  old  colleague,  Mr. 
(t.  a.  Mallinson,  whose  services,  he  assure<l  them,  were  very 
greatly  appreciated.  He  reoalled  to  th(Mn  tho  very  precarioHH- 
iKJsition  of  tho  pliarntaoist  in  tho  early  day.s  of  the  Iri.surance 
Aot,  and  pointed  out  that  they  had  to  concede  a  lot  in  ordor 
-to  obtain  tlhe  dispensing  for  the  pharmdcist.  Prices  oould  not 
be  miade  rigidly  uniform  and  at  tlio  same  time  pea'feot.ly  tair 
to  wxjrking-class  aawl  rich  districts.    Tho  fact  that  complaints 


PHOTOGRAPH  TAKEN  TO  COMMEMORATE  THE  VISIT  OF  MR.  EDMUND  WHITE 
TO  MANCHESTER.  OCTOBER  10,  1917. 


Names  reading  l^it  to  rij,'iit  — 

Stamling  .  — T.   Mii.r.EK,  Hon 


Ciilifiriqlit  Vhoti).  ht/  ./.  ch-north,  Marehester. 

,  Sec.  of  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association;   W.  KiuKitv,  M.Sc,   Past  President  of  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association;  J.  C.  Kidi>,  Past  President,   Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association;  J.  Gr,™n,  M.Sc;   A.  J  Pidd, 

Treasurer,  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association ;  A.  Hebshbkeo,  Hon.  Sec.  of  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
Seated:  J.    Bell,    PresiJent    of    Manchester    Pharmaceutical    .\ssociation ;    Edmund    White,    B.Sc,    P.I.C.,    President    of  the 
Phannaceatical  Society  of  Great  Britain;   F.  W.  Bates,  J. P.,   Chairman  of  Pharmaceutical  Committee  and  Past   President  of 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 


w>mfiany  then  paoceeded  -to  the  School  of  Technology, 
It-re  a  photograph  was  ta.ken  by  Mr.  J.  Cleworth.  The 
"ting  was  held  in  the  large  looture  hall,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
■.IX.  President  of  tihe  Aas'xiiafcion,    presided,    and  wa.s  sup- 
•rted  by  Messrs.  Kirkby,  Nidd,  Miller,  and  Rymer  Young. — 
ir.  White  first  referred  to  Bhe  meni,ber.*hip  roll  of  the  Society, 
Afiich  now  stoo«]  higher  than  at  any  .jjrevious  time  in  its  annaLs. 
Turning  next  bo  Insuranoe  miftters,  he  claimed  that  the  recent 
T'tritrt  meeftings  ha<]  enabled  tiie  I.i(«al  Associations  Executiv*; 
obtain  unity  of  act.ion,  and  ."to  had  given  them  a  states- 
iulike  and  dignified  position  in  approaching  the  Govem- 
^ii<-nt.    The  rift  in  tho  lute  was  ttlie  .suggestion  of  independent 
ipiproach  to  the  Commissioners  by  wrtain  parties,  now,  howeven-, 
abandon**!.    Reform  of  the  Swiiety  must  proceed  from  within, 
nr/t  from  without,  and  iie  df^»reoat.*tl  a  Fharma/jy  Club,  even 
wten  flesi^ated  progressive,  which  had   associated  with  it 
P'lliticaJ  prc^Jajgarida.    He  also  knew  of  no  bureaucracy  ruling  at 


were  rare  indicated  that  tilie  work  on  the  whole  was  well  done, 
and  this  was  due  to  the  good  standard  of  examination  naain- 
tained  b\-  the  Sooiety  in  pre-Insurance  Act  times,  when 
examination  and  disipensing  practi<^e  ibore  little  reila- 
tion  to  each  other.  Pa.s.sin(g  to  organi.^ation  he  credited  the 
(Conferences  with  having  done  great  ;,ood  by  bringiing  phar- 
macists more  and  more  into  public  life  and  developing  latent 
powers  for  conducting  public  business.  The  i>re.sent  scheme  of 
organisation  had  proved  voi^  useful,  but  tJie  whole  question 
w^as  being  reinvestigated,  aaid  the  Council  was  gathering  suig- 
ge.sitions  with  a  view  (1)  to  providing  a  means  of  rapid  oom- 
inunioation  to  members  and  (2)  of  forwarding  suggestions  to  the 
Society's  headquarters.  The  question  of  recruiting  had 
fuirni^ied  a  good  proof  of  tho  value  of  organisation,  and  he- 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  excellent  way  the  local  officials  had  dealt 
satisfactorily  with  this  adnnittedly  difficult  problem.  He  oon- 
tra.sted  scattered  country   areas  with  populous  city  areas  to 
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show  tliat  no  st^eme  could  fit  all  equally  if  it  were  too  rigid.  I 
Oity  areas  might  be  subdivided  on  the  lines  which  ihad  worked 
eo  successfully  in  Mancbest/cr  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
tlbe  Local  Association.    He  pleaded  for  tolerance  in  the  elec- 
tion of  ineml>6rs  of  tlhe  Executive,  and  was  quite  willing  that 
members  of  Council  should  not  bo  represented  on  it  as  suoh. 
Discuasing  the  imiportajit  question  of  Education  and  the  Curri- 
oulum,  he  contended  tbat  any  scheme  must  as  a  sine  gita  non 
be  practicable.  It  was  no  ©ood  formulating  schemes  which  couJd 
not  be  worked  in  actiua-l  practice  and  did  not  reflect  the  n«eds 
of  the  day.    Up  tiDl  now  tixe  time  had  not  .been  ripe,  and  the 
best  prepared  sdiomes  oam«  to  nothing,  but,  thianks  to  the 
ilosurance  Act,  we  were  getting  nearer  the  ideal  of  the  separa- 
tion of  the  practice  of  medioine  and  pharmacy,  and  unless 
eTerything  was  spoiled  by  dissensions  there  was  now  a  reason- 
able chanoe  of  oompleting  this  seiparation.    Again,  the  advamce 
of  te<iinical  education  had  provided  ample  facilities  for  the 
Study  of  the  science  subjects,  and  the  Society  must  not  fall 
behind   the  community   as  a  wihole  in  taking  advantage  of 
these  opportunities.    He  wias  convinced  tliat  the  institution  of 
an.  assistants'  exia-mination  was  a  delusion,  and  had  only  to  be 
ihoug'ht  out  to  its  logical  conjolusion  for  the  idea  to  be  dis- 
cairded.    The  institution  of  a  school -leaving  certifioato  would 
solve  the  question    of    ith©  Preliminary  Examination.  He 
favoured  the  idea  of  taking-  instmiotion  in  chemistry,  physics, 
and  botany  before  beginning,  or  conourremtly  mth,  appren- 
ticeship, and  oonsider.ed  that  if  that  were  done  the  apprentice 
would  be  much  more  valuable  to  his  ©ni,pIoyer  and  woudd 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the   pha-rmaceutical  subjeots  mUoh 
more  readily.    In  any  case  it  must  be  a  pnaotioable  scheme, 
and  the  conditions  imposed  must  not  be  such  as  to  debar  suit- 
ahle  youths  from  becoming  apprentices.    After  referring  to  the 
Manchester  and   Ransom   Scholarships,  the  President  spoke 
on  the  subject   of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  and  intimated 
that  a  Committee  was  now  discussing  the  question,  but  what- 
ever views  there  might,  be  watSi  regard  to  status,  it  was  the 
good  of  the  Army  which  was  the  chief  thing.    The  Codex 
Committee,   of  which   he  was   Chairman,   had,   by  arrange- 
ment   with    the    British    Medical    Association,    now    in  the 
press     a     war'    supplement     of     alternative     formulte  to 
those    of    the    B.P.    and    Codex,    which    had    been  tem- 
porarily suspended,  thus  saving  much  duplication  of  formulae 
and  oonsequemit  confusion  arising  from  their  use,  and  they  had 
also  by  their  action   safeguarded  pharmacists  as   much  as 
possiblie    from  troubles  likely  to  arise  under  the  Food  and 
Druigs  Acts.    Referring  to  the  finances  of  the  Society,  he  ex- 
plained that  the  income  from  examinations  was  greatly  re- 
duced, but  an  increase  in  members'  subscriptions  helped  to 
oounterlbalance  it.    A  debit  balance  of  £1,500  ,  was  expected 
this  year,  but  he  was  certain  that  they  would  come  through  tflie 
present  crisis  all  right.    Alluding  to  Parliamentary  representa- 
tion, he  described  it  as  most  valuable  and  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Society.  '  It  was  necessary  in  matters  pharmia- 
oeutioal  to  educate  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  which  would 
always  listen  to  an  expert  who  knew  his  subject  and  could 
express  his  views  with  moderation  a^nd  with  a  view  to  the 
promotion  of  sensible  legi.slation.    In  Mr.  Woolcock  they  bad 
an   excellent   candidate    who  was  well  fitted  in  every  way 
worthily  to  represent  pharmacy  in'  the  House.— The  Chairman, 
ia  moving  the  vote  of  thanks,  voiced  the  general  appreciation 
of  the  President's  address,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  it 
would  not  be  long  before  Manchester  had  a  second  visit  from 
him. — Mr.  Kirkby,  in  seconding  the  motion,  &u,pplemented  the 
President's  remarks  on  the  evolution  of  the  apothecary  and 
the  pharmacist.    He  spoke  strongly  on  the  subject  of  eduoa 
tion,  saying  that  they  looked  to  .Sie  President  to  give  them  a 
strong  lead  in  this  matter.    No  lukewarm  or  halting  methods 
would   satisfy  them  in  Mianohe.ster,  and  the'  applause  which 
^eeted  this  statement  indicated  the  feeling  of  the  meeting.— 
Mr.  Vallance  joined  in  congratulating  the  President  on  his 
address,  arid  in  welcoming  him  amongst  them. — Mr.  J.  Rymeb 
Young  assured  them  that  the  educational  problem  would  bo 
taken  up  serioiwly  by  the  Council. — ^Mr.  Bates  dissented  from 
the  President's  suggestion  that  would-be  apprentices  should 
spend  a  year  in  the  study  of  science  before  beginning  appren- 
ticeship, and  said  that  the  system  had  been  a  complete  failure 
in  the  training  of  teachers.    It  resulted  in  too  many  cases  in 
their  not  going  on  to  teaching  at  all.      Apprenticeship  and 
■mence  training  in  technical  schools  and  institutes  must  be 
concurrent  to   bo    successful,     and  under  the  proposed  new 
scheme  about  to  be  introduced  all  over  the  country  employers 
would  be  required  to  give  apprentices  two  afternoons  off  per 
week  for  this  purpose. — Tlie  vote  of  thanks  was  then  put  and 
carried    enxhusiastically,    and   the  President  ha\-ing  briefly 
responded,  the  meeting  terminated. —Tea,  was  then  served  in 
the  school  refectory,  after  which  jr>«-uy  of  the  members  accom 
panied  the  President  in    a  tour  of  the  magnificent  building. 


particularly  the  dep.a.i1tmente  of  physics  and  chemistjy,  wher*- 
the  pharmacy  students  who  are  following  out  the  two  years' 
part-time  course  were  at  work.  Eleven  students,  it  appears, 
have  enrolled  this  year,  and  one  is  taking  out  Major  subjects. 

PROGRESSIVE  PHARMACY  CLUB.— The  official  opening 
of  the  club  1x)ok  place  on  Wednesday,  October  10,  at  the 
Arundel  Hotel,  l>etween  seventy  and  eighty  persons  being  pre- 
sent.—The  Chairman,  Mr.  HePbert  Skinner,  and  Mrs.  Skinner 
receiived  the  guests.  Miss  Borrowman,  with  the  ladies'  com- 
mittee, had  tastefully  decorated  the  club  room,  and  the  arrange 
ments  for  comfort  were  all  that  could  bo  desired.  A  concert  took 
place  in  the  drawing-room,  it  being  organised  by  the  Social  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  H.  G.  Mumford.  The  pianist  was  Mrs.  Beckwith,  and 
others  who  contributed  to  the  entertainment  of  the  guests  were 
Miss  Watson,  and  Messrs.  Gwinn,  Beckwith,  Bowie,  and 
Sergeant  Irvine,  -wlho  was  home  on  leave.  Refreshments  were 
served,  and  Mr.  Skinner  made  a  few  apposite  remarks  endorsing 
the  demand  for  the  cultiva:t.ion  of  the  social  side.  The  singing 
of  the  National  Anthem  brought  a  happy  evening  to  a  close. 


SOUTHPORT.— The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  South- 

{X)rt  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  October  9,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  1917-1918  .session : — President,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith  (of  Messrs.  J.  R.  Cave,  Ltd.) ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Harold  Barton ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Hare  (re-elected) ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Robert  H.  West  (re-elected). — Mr. 
RiGHTON  proposed  that,  following  the  precedent  of  last  session, 
a  subscription  of  £2  2s.  be  sent  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  on 
behalf  of  the  Association.  The  proposition  was  carried  unani' 
mously. — The  Sechetaht  reported  on  the  steps  taken  with 
regard  to  the  supply  of  sugar,  and  also  briefly  reported  on  ths 
course  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  in  connection 
with  the  suggested  alterations  in  the  1918  tariff. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Swindon  Police  Court. 


Proceedings  Under  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

At  Swindon  County  Court  on  October  10,  before  Judge 
G  Wynne- James,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  brought  an  action 
against  John  "Tlhos.  Painter,  carrying  on  business  as  a  druggist, 
ot  Cricklade  Road,  Gorse  Hill,  Swindon,  for  penalties  in- 
curred by  reason  of  defendant  having  on  July  4-  sold 
diachylon  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868.  There  was  a  second  aetion  against  the  defendant  in 
respect  of  the  sale  of  Lyi^ol.  Evidence  -was  given  by  a  young 
woman  as  to  the  purchase  of  diachylon,  which  she  h«},nded  to 
Mr.  Archibald  Allen,  the  Society's  Local  Secretary.  Mr.  Harry 
Moon,  Deputy  Registrar  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  said 
he  received  a  package  containing  diachylon  from  Mr.  Archibald 
Allen.  It  was  a  scheduled  poison,  as  w'as  also  Lysol.  Mr, 
George  Waldock,  an  Inspector  of  the  Society,  proved  pur- 
chasing Lysol  from  the  defendant.  Defendant  pleaded  that 
he  did  not  know  the  law  on  the  matter.  His  Honour  imposed 
the  full  penalty  of  £5  in  j-espect  of  each  poison,  and  also  the 
costs  of  four  witnesses. 


INDIAN  ITEMS. 

Opium  Sale. — The  ninth  opium  sale  of  the  year  was  held 
during  mail  week  at  the  opium  sale  room.  No.  2,  Chamook 
Place,  Calcutta.  There  were  585  dhests  of  Benares  opiTim 
offered  for  sale.  The  highest  price  realised  was  Rs.3,255  and 
the  lowest  Rs.3.215,  the  sale  proceeds  amounting  to  Rs. 1,882,950. 
No  Bihar  opium  was  offered  for  sale. 

Cinchona  Cultivation.— The  area*  under  cinchona  in  Bengal 
during  the  year  1916-17.  according  to  the  Government  i&pock, 
have  been  incrcase<l  to  2,405  acres,  as  against  2,295  acres  in  the 
previous  year;  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  extend  thp 
plantations  gradually.  Sy3teimia«tic  .seed  collection,  .based  ofi' 
analysis  of  parent  trees,  has  been  practised,  as  in  previom 
years.  Owing  to  the  Eutxjpean  war,  the  unit  rate  of  bark  hai 
much  increased,  the  average  market  unit  rate  for  1916-17  beinjj 
20-60  cents.  Large  numbers  of  cinchona  trees  at  Munsong  havo 
arrived  at  maturity,  but  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of 
money  it  -was  found  impossible  to  harvest  a  large  quantity  of 
dry  bark  for  the  'victory,  the  Budget  grant  having  been  fixei! 
to  3,  limited  amount  for  five  vears. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursd-vY;  October  18,  1917. 
Piivaie  i)u.-uiei=  has  been  quieter  this  week,  and  price 
ohani^es  of  importance  have  been  few.  Inteiest  chiefly 
centred  in  i-o-day's  drug  sales.  In  tllie  heavy  cftLemioal  mai-keit 
biisiness  has  been  more  ajptive,  and,  .generaEy  speaking,  the 
apward  tendency  of  prices  continues. 


Higher.— Honey,  China  Star  Aniseeds,  Senega  Root,  Portu- 
guese Ergot  of  Rye,  VaniEin,  Cream  of  Taji:ar,  Coriander 
Seed.  Prnssiate  of  .Soda,  Turpentine,  Rosin,  Gum  Benzoin, 
Rhubarb,  Kola  Nut-s,  Cassia  Oil. 

Firmer.— Bhenazone,  Eucalj-ptus  Oil.  Bleaching  Powder, 
-irsaparilla,  East  India  Tragacantib,  Coca  Leaves. 

Easier. — Bhenacetin,  China  GalLs. 

Lower. — Cape  Aloes. 

Benzoates.— There  are*  offei-s  of  Benzoic  Acid  at  14s.  per 

,  <.i-  rather  less  for  spot,  and  at  15s.  for  Scdium  Benzoate. 

Bleaching  Powder. — Scarce,  with  a  firmer  tendency. 

Bromides. — The  liomand  continues  good  at  firm  rates,  and 
makers  ai-e  not  eager  seUers ;  there  are,  however,  second-hand 
selkirs  of  Ammonium  Bromide  at  below  makers'  recently 
advanced  quotations. 

Cassia  Oil. — Price  lias  advanced  by  a  further  3d.  per  lb., 
6i.  now  being  quoted  for  80  to  85  jjer  cent. 

Caustic  Potash. — There  is  prax;tically  nothing  to  be  had. 

Copper  Snlphate. — Stea,dv,  with  a  strong  undertone.  Liver- 
-rjl  £66  10s. 

Clove  Oil. — Unchanged  at  16s.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cloves.— Quiet  on  basis  of  Is.  lOd.  to  2s.  p^r  lb.  far  fair 
Zanzibar,  according  to  quantity. 

Cocaine. — ^There  i.i  still  verj'  little  to  be  had,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  demand  for  home  consumption  is  quite  small 
and  can  apparently  be  met. 

Coriander  Seed. — Dearer  at  70s. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Again  dearer  at  315s.  for  98  per  cent. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — Up  to  3s.  4d.  per  lb.  is  wanted  for  fine 
<jils.  but  low  grade  is  available  at  5d.  to  6d.  below  this  figure. 
In  view  of  the  high  rates  charged  by  steamers  for  carrying 
the  oil  a-s  deck  cargo  and  of  the  shortage  of  labour  and  high 

iuranoc  the  price  of  the  oil  Ls  likely  to  continue  to  advance. 

Glucose. — Until  the  question  of  the  control  of  maize  has 
been  .settled  by  the  United  States  Government  sellers  have 
wdtibdrawn  their  quotations  both  for  Glucose  and  Starch. 
The  last  price  quoted  here  for  Glucose  was  49s.  for  liquid 
and  55s.  for  solid. 

Hexamine. — Firm  pt  about  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Ichthyol  Substitute. — Prices  vary  grervtly,  as  also  do 
qualities  ;  a  good  reliable  quality  is  offered  at  4s.  to  5s.  per 
lb.,  but  there  are  offers  of  quailities  at  about  half  this  price. 

Peppermint  Oil. — ^American  is  firm  but  quiet  at  22s.  for 
H.G.H.  and  16s.  6d.  for  Wayne  County. 

Phenacetin. — ^The  easier  tendency  bf»th  for  spot  and  for- 
-vrawl  is  .sitill  noticeable;  there  are  offers  at  57s.  to  60s.  per 
lb.  for  spot. 

Phenazone  Spat  is  rather  scarce,  and  the  value  is  fully 

■j?'.  per  lb.  ' 

I'russiate  of  Soda. — In  better  demand ;  biLsiness  is  rejXKtted 
advancing  figures;  present  value  of  yellow  is  about  Is.  4d. 
r»er  Ih. 

Rosin. — Dearer.    Oomnion  strained,  .spot,  34s. 

Saccharin. — Business  is  rejjorted  at  400s.  for  550  strength. 

Salicylates. — ^The  demand  is  not  so  .strong,  and  makers  are 
able  to  c/>]i'-  with  it  better ;  the  Acid  i-i.  wortlh  about  6s.  9d. 
per  \h.  and  the  .S^jda  Salt  9.s.  to  93.  3d. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "Red  STiip  " 
on  the  spot ;  the  main  cause  of  the  recent  atefnly  advance  is 
•bomtage  oi  freight. 


Sulphonal. — Value  is  about  42s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Trional. — Value  is  about  56,s.  per  lb. 
Turpentip,e. — Again  dearer.    American  .spot,  77s.  6d. 
\'anillin. — .Vgwin  dearer  at  about  57s.  6d. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALES. 


At  ito-diay's  Drug  Sales  chief  interest  centred  in  the  large 
offeaingB.  of  Honey,  for  which  competition  waa  keen,  and 
muicih  higher  prices  were  paid ;  108s.  to  109s.  wei'e  frequently 
paid  for  Cuban  and  Haiti,  while  the  top  figaire  reached  Cor 
Jamaica  .was  105s.  for  good  yellowiish  and  white  set,  liquid 
of  Awious  descriptions  realising  up  to  106s.  6d.,  while  for 
quite  common  brown  90s.  uip  to  97s.  changed  hands.  The 
buying  was  general,  the  wholesale  grocers  toeing  again  well 
represented,  and  paying  prices  well  above  the  views  of 
druggists.  Jamaica-  Wax  was  also  hi  good  request,  and 
iMozamibique  was  another  deiSicription  dn  demand,  full  valua- 
tions heing  paid  in  eHcli instance,  the  former  bringing  £11 10s. 
to  £11  15s-.  and  the  latter  £9  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Gum  Benzoin 
has  been  in  good  request  privately  at  advanced  rates ;  the  14 
cases  Sumatra  catalogued  had  been  sold  prior  to  the  auctions, 
while  the  10  cases  Siam  and  27  oases  Palembang  broiight  for- 
ward were  withdnawTi.  Thirteen  caiSes  of  Gum  Gamboge 
were  oS'ered  with  the  conditions  that  tfhey  could  only  be  sold 
for  eX;port  or  far  use  in  this  country  for  druggists'  purposes ; 
they  were  bought  in  at  £32  to  £35  for  fair  blocky  Siam  pipe. 
Poi^iugiuese  Ergot  of  Rye  sold  at  2s.  5d.  for  slightly  weevilly. 
Of  Gum  Tragacanth  28  bags  sold  at  £12  10s.  to  £12  15s.  for 
broken  rer.siah  pickings,  and  the  remainder,  190  bags,  of 
Bomlbay  sold,  subject  to  se-ller-s'  approval,  100s.  for  fair  pale 
to  amher  and  70s.  for  rather  woody  pickings.  Dragon's 
Blood  sold  at  £8  IQs.  for  very  dull  Singapore  slab,  while  fine 
picked  Zanzibar  drop  was  bid  for  up  to  £11  59., and  withdrawn 
at  £12  ,per'cwt.  In  Socotrine  Aloes  the  only  business  done  was 
a  singile  keg  of  ullaged  Bcrahiay  Soootrine  at  95:s.  ;  Cape  Aloes 
yvas  quitted  at  lower  rates,  51s.  6d.  to  52s.  for  fair  hard 
bright.  Buchu  Leaves  were  bo'uglit  in.  Five  bales  of  hand- 
picked  -Senega  Root  'vere  bought  in  at  7s.  6d.,  and  nine  baiee 
of  ordiinary  -were  bought  in  at  4s.  6d.  For  five  bales  Oartlha- 
gena  Ipecacuanha  10s.  6d  was  bid,  and  will  be  submitted  to 
owner ;  a  single  bale  of  slightly  sea-damaged  Minas  sold  at 
lis.  Mattogro'Sso  1910  realised  lis.  6d.  for  rather  wiry  and 
lean  and  lis.  2d.  to  lis.  4d.  for  sUgjhtly  sea-damaged.  Sar- 
sapariMia  sold  at  3s.  toi  3s.  3d.  for  coarse  jjima ;  fair  grey 
Jamaica  was  bought  in  <'.t  4s.  and  ordinary  native  at  23.  3d. 
.to  2s.  5d.  Five  bales  of  Henna  Leaf  sold  at  57s.  6d.  per  owt. 
Nine  bales  of  Egyptian  Henbane  (0'75  per  cent.  Harrison  and 
Self)  sold  wiitbout  reserve  at  165s.  Oascara  Sagrada  partly 
sold  at  4028.  to  103s.  for  good  bark,  in  prize.  Damaged 
Condurango  Bark  sold  at  3d.  to  3^d.  pf>r  lb.  For  "  Suzuki  " 
'Menthol  13s.  was  bid,  but  refused.  China  Star  Aniseeds  re- 
tired ait  120s.  to  150s.,  the  best  bid  being  120s.  Ten  cases 
of  China  galls,  plum-*haped,  sold  at  135s.  Rhubarb  was  held 
for  advanced  rates  and  ffvil^d  to  sell ;  2s.  is  said  to  ha.ve  been 
paid  for  fair  flat  hig!h-dried  by  pviv-at-e  contract,  which  eataib- 
lishes  a  -freslh  rise.  Oubebs  were  li-bld  for  £18,  which  buyers 
would  not  concede.  Ninety  ba-gi  of  natural  Oalumba  Root 
were  withdrawn  witliout  a  priue,  while  14  bags  of  washed 
were  bought  in  at  150s.  Cajrdamoms  -all  passed  the  hammer 
unsold.  Of  Squills  18  packages  were  offered,  and  10  package© 
dull  and  partly  yellowis'h  s-old  at  50s.  per  owt.  Aniline  Salts 
and  Aniline  Oil — an  unusual  offering  in  the  drug  sales — were 
bought  in,  fair  grey  rather  musty  flavour  at  80s.,  flaky  and 
Is.  2d.  for  the  latter.  Three  large  tins  Anxbergris  were 
bought  in,  fair  grey  rather  musty  flavour  at  80s.,  fl-akey  and 
dark  at  65s.,  and  black  undeveloped  at  35s.  per  oz.  For 
'brov  n  HeUeboi-e  Powder,  offered  in  prize,  a  bid  of  a  shilling 
"w-as  made,  but  not  acceipted.  Rubbed  Sage — ^ano^tliei'  unusual 
offering — was  taken  out  at  62s.  6d.  47  packages  Java  Coca 
Leaves  sold  well,  dark  brown  to  fai^  siftin-g-s  at  9d.  to  Is.  Id., 
broken  leaf  9d.,  and  dusty  toduiH  ground  9d.  to  9|d.  per  lb.  25 
toask.'*  Verba  Matte  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.  For  a  pile  of  good 
ibi-ight  Java  Kola  Nuts  a  bid  of  9d.  was  l^efused,  v^hilo  8^. 
vv'as  realised  for  dark  to  good  bright  Janiaica  and  also  for 
quarters  of  i-ather  dark  AMcan. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Second-Lieut.  H.  G.  Grantham,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Han- 
burys'  representative  in  Ireland,  is  leaving  for  servic*  in  Kgypt 
towards  tJic  end  of  this  weelt. 

Major  J.  H.  B.  Wigginton,  of  Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Oox  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton,  has  returned  to  the  front  recently.  He  has 
been  on  active  .sen\'ice  now  for  just^  upon  threo  years. 

Captain  E.  C.  Bennison,  R.A.M.C.,  ijtharmawutioal  chemist, 
was  ajnonig^t  those  presented  to  H.R.H.  th*;  Duke  of  (Don- 
nauigHt  on  his  recont  visit  to  the  First  Southern  General 
Hospital,  Dirming(hain. 

Mr.  H.  O'Shea,  L.P.S.I.,  Dublin,  who  some  time  ago  re- 
ceived a  commis«ion  in  the  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers,  has  been 
gazetted  to  a  lieut-enanoy  in  the  King's  African  Rifles,  and 
has  left  Ireland  for  his  new  ^aition  at  Kimberley, 

Mr.  Guy  G.  Bartlett,  son  of  Mr.  S.  G.  Bartlett,  plmrmacist, 
Winchester,  has  been  gazetted  second-lieutenant,  Royal  Flying 
Corps,  dated  September  17.  Mr.  Bartleitt  returned  from  France 
last  May,  after  serving  nine  months  in  the  R.E.  as  motor 
despa+iCli  rider. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson's  excellent  article  on  "  The  Phar- 
macy of  0.  Henry's  Fiction,"  which  appeai-ed  in  the  .lournal 
for  April  of  this  year,  has  been  given  the  honour  of  reproduction 
in  the  September  issue  of  the  American  Druggist  and  Phar- 
maceutical Record- 

Mr.  A.  W.  Wood,  past-President  of  Harrogate  Pharma- 
oeutioal  Association,  has  been  elected  Presiident  of  the  Harro- 
gate Literary  Society.  For  many  years  he  has  been  Hon. 
Treasurer  of  this  organisation,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Herbert  Skinner,  President  of  the  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club,  directs  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  small  attendance 
at  what  was  intended  to  be  a  mass  meeting  of  panel  chemists  at 
Anderton'e  Hotel  on  September  25,  was  due  chiefly  to  the  air- 
raid that  evening,  ^vhich  commenced  more  than  an  hour  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting. 

Sgt.  J.  R.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  55,  Gilmore 
Place,  Edinburgh,  has  been  out  at  the  front  in  the  R.A.M.C. 
for  sixteen  months,  and  is  now  spending  a  well-earned  holiday 
at  home.  He  paid  a  visit  to  our  offices  last  week  and  gave  us 
a  vivid  account  of  ]iis  life  and  experiences  near  the  fighting 
line.    He  is  in  the  best  of  health. 

Mr.  William  Paterson  Evans  was  on  October  13  *leoted  by 
the  directors  chairman  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb, 
Limiited,  in  succession  to  his  bix>t)her,  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Uvans,  vv"ho  died  on  October  10.  We  propase  in  our  next  issue 
to  give  an  outline  (with  a  portrait)  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans's 
business  career  and  active  connection  witli  pharmaoeutioal 
affairs  in  Liveripool. 

Mr.  Sydney  R.  Hayes  (sergeant,  R.A.M.C),  youngest  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  J.  R.  Hayes,  M.P.S.,  King's  Lynn,  has  just 
returned  from  France  for  the  purpose  of  getting  married.  He 
has  seen  service  for  the  past  two  years  on  all  pa.rjs  of  the 
Western  Front,  and  for  the  past  few  months  has  ibeen  in  charge 
of  a-oasaia.lty  clearing  station.  His  brother,  Mr.  J.  R.  Hayes, 
M.P.S.,  is  ser\^ng  in  the  E.G. A.,  and  at  present  is  stationed 
at  Cosham,  near  Portsmouth. 

Brigadier  William  Appleton  Salter,  Bell  .Scholar  in  1887-8, 
who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Salvation  Army  ))ioneer 
missionary  party  in  China,  had  some  trying  experiences  during 
Tohe  recent  disturbances  in  the  ca.pital  The  Army's  head- 
quarters are  situated  ckse  to  the  spot  where  a  hot  encounter 
took  place  between  Republican  and  Royalist  troops,  and 
Brigadier  Salter  naiTowly  escaped  being  .shot.  On  urgeint 
business,  he  undei-took  a  two  and  a-half  hours'  walk  across  the 
city  when  all  civilians  ivei-o  ordered  to  remain  indoors. 
TOiough  .several  times  challenged,  he  reached  his  destination  in 
safety. 


BIRTHS. 

Inskip. — On  October  12,  at  Chelwood,"  Cum>berland  Road, 
Brighton,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bertram  S.  In.skip.  pharmacist — a 
son. 

Jones. — On  October  7.  at  "  The  Apothecaries,"  Kenfig;  Hill, 
<Jlam.,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Jones — h  daughter  (Mair). 

Nunns.— On  October  9.  at  249.  Hunslet  Road,  Lee<ls.  the  wife 
of  Harry  Nunns,  M.P.S. — a  daughter. 

Shepheard. — On  October  15,  at  "  The  Moorings,"  Queen's 

Park,  Chester,  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  F.  J.  Shepheard,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist^ — a  son. 


MARRIAGE. 


Simpson— Waddell.— At  the  Y.M.C.A.  Institute,  Motherwell, 
on  (Jctober  10,  by  the  Rev.  Adam  Renwidk,  M.A.,  Thonia- 
Simpson,  M.P.iS.,  to  Jenny,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Davi.i 
Waddell  and  Mrs.  Waddell,  Jaek  Street,  FlcwingtoB. 

DEATHS. 

Evans. — The  funeral  of  Sir  Edward  Evans  took  place  < 
October  13  at  Bebington  Church  in  the  presence  of  a  lar^. 
gathering  of  friends,  iKilitical,  commercial,  and  personal.  Tl^ 
otiicialting   clergy   were  Itho    Vcn-    Arclideax;on   l<'ord,  reotoi 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Canon  R.  Evan-Jones,  Newtown,  Mon; 
gomery  (brother-in-law).    The  chief  mourners  were  Lady  Evan 
(vradow),  Mr.  J.  N.  Evans  (.son).  Miss  Evane,  Miss  R.  Eivan 
and  Mrs.    Thorne  (daughters),  Mrs.  E.   W.  Evans  and  Mj- 
J.  N.   Evans  (daughters-in-law),  Mr.   W.   V.   Evana  and  Mi 
A.  E-  Evans  (brothers),  MisB  Evans  (sister),  Mrs.  A.  E.  Evaii- 
and  Mrs.   Shepard  (nieces).  Rev.  R.  Eran-Jones  (brother-m- 
law),  Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Evans,  Mr.  K.  W.  E.  Evans,  and  Lieut. 
Ernesit  V.   Evans   (nephevi's),    Mrs.    J.    H.   E.   Evans,  Mrs. 
K.  W.  E.  Evans,  Mi-.  E.  A.  Webb  (London),  and  Mr.  T.  E. 
Lesoher  (cousins),   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Henry,   Mrs.  Godfrey. 
Castle  (niece),  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Fergusson  (nephew).  The 
following    public    bodies    were    .represented : — ^The  National 
Liberal  Federation:  Mr.  Frank  Wright  (Treaaurer),  Mr.  Josepli 
Bliss,  M.P.,  Mr,  G.  F.  Burdett,  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Smithson,  and 
Mr.    Frank   Baxter.     President   and    Council    of    the  Phar- 
maceutical  Society :    Mr.    J.    Rymer   Young   and    Mr.  L. 
Moreton     Parry.    The     LiveriK>ol     Chemists'  Association: 
Mr.      W.     H.     Clubb     (Vice-President)     and     Mr.  John 
Jones.    The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference:  Mr.  H.  Hum- 
phreys Jones,  F.C.S.    The  Staff  of  Messi-s.  Evans  Sons  Lesciher 
and  Webb :  Messrs.  J.  Sbacklady,  W.  Welling,  C.  F.  Malvem. 
J.  McCaig.  and  many  others.    "The  Birkenhead,  Wirral,  and 
Wallasey  Association  of  I'harmacis-ts :  Mr.   T-  Stephen  .Jones 
(President)  and  Mr.  F.  ('.  Cooling  (ex-President).   Others  pre- 
sent at  tlio  obsequies  w<'re  Lord  Ijeverhulmc,  the  Hon.  W. 
Hulmo  Lever,  Sir  Benjamin  S.  .Johnson,  Sir  W.  B.  Forwood, 
Sir  Charles  Petrie,  Col.  J.  Crean,  Colonel  F.  Pilkington,  Major 
W.  Denton,  Sir  J.  Hope  Simpson,  Sir  Dudley  Stewart,  Capt. 
H.  W.  Broadbent,  R.N  R.,  Miijor  D.  A.   S.  Nesbit,  Mr.  J. 
Harrison  .Jones  (representing  the  lyord  Mayor  of  Liverpool), 
and  a  large  nunibei-  of  others  representative  of  every  phase 
of  the  public  life  of    Livei-pool,  Cheshire,   and  the  country 
generally.    Among  represcntaitives  of  the  wholesale  drug  and 
chemical  trades  there  were  pre-sent  Messrs.  G.  H.  Burroughs 
(.Jolm  Thompson,  Ltd.)  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders  (Ayrton  and 
Saunders).    Sir  John  Brinmer,  Bart..  (President)  and  Sir  Robert 
Hudson  (SiH,retary  of  the  National  I..iberal  Federation)  were 
unavoidably  pi-evented   from    lieing    present.      The  following 
wreaths  were  included  in  the  nniny  handsome  floral  tributes:  — 
Fxom  the  meiiibcMs  of  the  lyiverpool  Liberal  Federal  Council: 
the  officers  aufl  Executive  ('omniit/tee  of  the  National  Liberal 
Federation,    and    the    liiberal    Whips,    John    W.  Gulland. 
■  Geoffrey    Ilowaixl,    and    Walter  Rea.       A  memorial  service 
for  the  1  Bite  Sir  Edward  Evans  was  held  ait  the  Rock  Ferrj- 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  which  the  deceased  had  been  a  life- 
long worshipper,  on  Sunday,  October  14.    lyady  Evans  and  all 
the  members  of  the  family,  besides  a  number  of  friends,  werf 
present.    I'he  Rev.  .J-  D.  Davies,  who  took  as  his  text  "Well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant.    Thou  hast  been  faithful 
over  a  few  things.    I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things.'" 
paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  departed,  and  recalled  his  maii- 
talents  and  virtues,  die  exercise  of  which  he  had  devoted 
sedulouslh-  and  conscientiously  to  tflie  service  of  the  public.  A 
the  two  meetings  of  the  War  Aims  Committee  held  a.t  the  S" 
Hall  and  tlie  Pioton  Hall,  Liverpool,  on  October  11,  and  \n' 
sided  over  by  the    Lord    Mayor,   tributes  were  paid  to  tl 
nipimory  of  Sir  Fxlward  Evans  by  Mr.  Asquith,   Mr.  F.  1 
Smith,"  Attorney-General,  ami  Mr.  Allan  Bright. 

Eley. — On  October  13,  at  8,  Hulme  Roiid,  Matlock  Bat' 
llerbei-t  Eley.  chemist  and  druggist,  for  twenty-five  years  d - 
penser  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  Dudley  Road,  Birminghai' 
Nurse.— On   October  16,   at   112.   TTnthank  Road,  Norwi<  i 
William  .Soulby  Nurse'  chemist  and  druggLst.    Aged  79. 

Ritson.- On  Cctober  13.  at  The  Whins,  Nelson  Street,  C;i' 
lisle,  Fletcher  Ritson.  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  60. 

Sanderson.— On  October  15.  at  1,  Clifton  Villas,  Sunderlai  ' 
William  .Sanderson,  chendst  and  druggist.    Aged  71. 

Sims.    On  Octol)€r  13,  Charles  Ke<lman  Sim.",  late  of  Horn?' 
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High  Street,  and  afterwards  Princes'  Parade,  Muswell 
Hill.  Aged  75.  The  deceased  was  buried  at  MaryJebone 
Ct'metery.  He  was  a  son  of  Colonel  Sims,  of  the  Indian 
Service  and  was  bom  in  India.  After  selling  his  business  at 
Muswell  Hill  he  undertook  locum  work,  and  until  his  death 
he  was  managing  Messrs.  Meaoher's  business  at  Crouch  Hill. 
He  had  suddenly  to  undergo  an  operation  which  ended  in  his 
■death. 

ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

FUght  Sub-Lieut.  Geoffrey  G.  Bowman,  R.N.A.S.,  aged  19 
toe  second  son  of  Mr.  VV.  P.  Bowman,  proprietor  of  Goodall, 
Backhouse  and  Co.,  Leeds,  who  was  reported  missing  on  May 
19,  IS  now  officially  reported  killed.  Educated  at  Southcliffe, 
tney,  and  Repton,  he  was  an  exceptionally  good  rifle  shot,  and 
was  one  of  the  school's  representatives  in  the  Public  Schools 
footing  competitions.  His  eldest  brother,  Lieut.  W.  Powell 
Bowman,  R.F.C.,  wa^  killod  in  an  air  fight  October  19  1916 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Protosperm,  Sporophylloclade,  Seed. 

Recently  in  these  pages  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
certain    structures    found   m    the   Pteridosperms,  and  called 

seeds  by  students  of  fossil  botany,  had  no  real  right  to  the 
name.  Further,  that  the  .so-called  "flowers"  of  certain 
trynmosperms  and  other  wind-pollinated  plants  wore  nofc  in  the 
ttue  sense  flowers.    For  the  former.  I  dared  to  suggest  the  term 

protosperm.'  Mr.  James  Small— with  Whose  general  com- 
ment I  sympathise— objects  to  any  addition  to  an  already 
intricate  and  somewhat  overburdening  nomenclature.  He  points 
out  that  the  absence  of  the  embryo  in  Lyginotlendron  is  merely 
negative,  and  suggests  its  insufficiency  as  a  characteristic.  But 
as  he  wen  knows— and  as  Dr.  D.  H.  Scott  in  his  '  Fossil  Botany  ' 
contends— negative  evidence,  if  drawn  from  sufficiently  numerous 
instajicea,  has  considerable  value.  Mr.  SmaU  gives  the  case  of 
orchid  seeds  known  to  be  \\-ithout  emlbryos.  But  I  submit  that 
theee  orchids  are  descended  from  seed-bearing  ancestors. 
Examples  may  be  found  among  the  Compositae  in  the  genus 
Steractum.  Some  twelve  years  ago,  in  the  Botanische 
Zeitung  and  other  periodicals,  the  nature  of  these  imperfect 
seeds  was  discussed.  It  has  been  maintained  that  there  are 
two  distinct  types,  differing  in  the  character  of  their  cell- 
nuclei.  The  discussion  of  detail  may  be  left  to  expert  cytologists. 
But  the  point  I  wish  to  bring  forward  is  that  protosperm,  seeds 
—and,  dare  I  say,  what  botanists  in  the  future  may  call  pain- 
^rms  and  ana-sperms :— all  fall  naturally  in  the  last  column 
of  the  table  given  in  my  previous  letter,  the  column  marked 

resting  stage."  Mr.  Small  criticises  my  employment  of  the 
old  word  "  sporophoro "  to  designate  the  primitive  structure 
from  which  real  flowers  have  evolved.  But  the  need  of  a  term  is  not 
thereby  lessened.  I  suggoat,  therefore,  the  word  sporophyllo- 
clade, which  more  exactly  indicatas  th©  modified  branch  of 
epore-bearing  leaves.  Those  plharmacists  who  arc  also  field- 
naturalLsts.  and  who  have  emerged  from  under  th©  cumbersome 
mae»  of  nineteenth  century  botanical  terms  with  their  definite 
and  close  meanings  touching  the  nature  of  seeds  and  flowers, 
will,  I  hope,  appreciate  my  suggestion.  Those  interested  in 
modem  cytology  should  not  miss  seeing  th©  excellent  mono- 
graphs on  chromosomes  and  heterochromosomes,  issued  by  the 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Washington,  U.S.A.  May  I  add  that 
since  Bacteriology  is  receiving  more  attention  from  members 
of  OUT  craft  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  omit  the  siibjoot 
of  Botany  from  the  compulsory  curriculum  of  the  near  future. 

Flalifax,  September  25, 1917.  Clement  Fielding. 


Mr.  Small's  Rejoinder. 

Mr.  Fielding  aflmits  that  "  si>orophore "  is  not  a  suitable 
term,  and  because  he  does  not  apparently  know  a  better  one 
he  manufactures  "  .■iporophylloclade."  The  term  anthostrohilus 
has  been  in  use  for  some  years,  and  has  the  advantage  of  sug- 
gr»ting  no  confusion  between  a  cone  of  spwrangium-boaring 
leaves  and  the  phylloclades  of  such  plants  as  Ruseus  and 
Atyarimus.  The  authors  of  this  t/erm  were  Arber  and  Parkin 
(Jour.  Linn.  Soe.  Bot.,  Vol.  XXXVIII..  p.  37,  1907),  and  they 
difttinguiBhed  between  the  pro-anthrostrobihis  of  the  fossil  forms 
*nd  tlie  eu-anihosirobilu*  or  fiower  of  the  Angiosperms.  As  this 
term  has  been  adopted  th«re  w  no  room  for  "  sporophyllo- 


clade." The  way  in  w'hich  the  di.sease  of  the  multiplication  of 
terms  feeds  upon  it.self  is  obvious  from  Mr.  Fielding's  method 
of  solving  the  difficulity  of  seetis  without  embryos  whidh  air© 
not  fossil.  "  Parasiperms  "  and  "  anasperms  "  might  well  give 
rise  to  "  protoparasperms,"  "  amphianasperms,"  and  a  host  of 
other  nomenciatural  .aJbsurdit.ies.  Moreover,  it  in  no  way  solves 
the  difficulty  of  defining  th©  term  "protosperm"  to  mention 
that  orchids  are  derived  from  seed-boaring  ancestors ;  the  seeds 
are  without  embryos,  and  would  come  under  th©  term  as  used, 
but  not  defined,  by  Mr.  Fielding  in  his  first  letter.  The  best 
definition  of  a  seed  is  th©  -simple  one — an  integumented  mega- 
spore — and  this  coverie  definitely  and  clearly  all  tihe  cases  of 
primitive  seeds  such  as  Lyginodendron.  Surely  Mr.  Fielding 
confuses  the  absence  of  fertilisation  in  Hieracium  spp.  with  the 
absence  of  an  embryo.  There  are  seeds  of  different  cytologioal 
constitution  produced  by  apogamy  and  parthenogenesis,  but 
embryos  ai-e  found  in  all  oases.  Mr.  Fielding  writes  with  a 
welcome  botanical  enthusiasm,  but  nomenclature  is  a  barren  and 
thankless  field  for  originality.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  modern 
t-ondency  towards  making  terms  as  simple  and  as  few  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  hop©  tihat  this  reply  -will  not  invoke  another 
ebullition  of  new  nomenclatuire. 
London,  N.W.,  October  14,  1917.  .Tames  Small. 


The  Title  of  Chemist. 

Th©  chief  ea>ise  of  the  apparent  jx>orness  of  the  Major  quahfi- 
cation  is  the  lack  of  a  proper  curriculum  of  study.  Take  tbe 
case  of  a  man  who  studies  at  the  "Square"  for  both  the 

"M]inoir"  and  "  Majior "  exart-injations.   The  certificates  of 
attendance  at  the  two  courses  of  lectures  on  chemistry  and  at 
th©  chemical  laboratories  are    accepted    by    th©    Institute  of 
Chemistry  in  connection  with  the  examinations  for  the  A.I.C, 
and  the  elementary  course  of  Botany  is  also  accepted  by  that 
body.    The  elementary  matheir.atics  required  could  easily  be 
taken  in  a  good  preliminary  examinatiori  {e.g.,  College  of  Pre- 
ceptors, first  class).   As  regards  the  physics  syllabus,  this  could- 
be  revised  to  includ©  a  practical  examination  equal  in  general 
scope  to  tbe  Intermediat©  Science  examination  of  London  Univer- 
sity, and  some  physical  chemistry  might  b©  inserted  in  the 
Major  syllabus  in  addition  to  the  organic  and  inorganic.  Now, 
a  student  who  has  passed  through  a  course  such  as  that  above 
outlined,  and  pa.ssed  the  Major  examination,  would  be  a  real 
practical  pharmaceutical   chemisit.    Evening  classes  should  be 
recognised  equally  with  day  classes,  so  that  a  student  who  from 
pecuniary  considerations  could  not  aittend  day  courses  would 
not  be  debarred  from  obtaining  tlhe  highest  diploma  obtainable 
in  pharmaceutical  work.    Professor  Crossley,  when  speaking  at. 
a  conferenioe  lield  at  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  not  many  years 
ago,  stated  thait  the  men  who  had  taken  the  "Minor"  and 
"  Major  "  courses  at  th©  "  Square  "  were  good  general  chemists 
w-ith  a  special  knowledge  of  drugs,  who  in  a  few  months  could 
get.  up  sufficient  knowledge  of  foods  to  ena;ble  them  to  pass 
the  final  A.I.C.  in  Branch  E  (foods  and  drugs,  etc.),  which 
qualify  the  holder  to  secure  a  post  as  public  analyst.    This  being 
so,  why  should  ambitious  pharmacists  Iiave  to  seek  the  examina- 
tions of  other  institutions  in  order  to  satisfy  their  aspirations? 
There  should  be  no  need  whatever  for  men  trained  in  pharmacy 
to  take  either  the  A.I.C.  or  the  B.Sc.    The  Major  should  be 
quite  sufficient,  but  the  syllabus  wants  reorganising  upon  a 
mor©  modern  basis,  and,  above  all,  a  curriculum  should  be  a 
sine  qua,  non.    Study  should  be  at  properly  recognised  institu- 
tions, and  the  notebooks  containing  records  of  practical  work 
performed  by    the  candidates,  and  signed  by  their  teachers, 
should  bo  submitted  to  the  examiners  th©  same  as  is  done  at 
the  B.Sc.  examinations  for  external  candidates.    To  hand  over 
the  title  of  chemist  tq_  an  outside  body  would  be  a  ridiculous 
policy.    By  all  means  let  an  A.I.C.  use  the  title  chemist,  but, 
not  to  the  exclusion  of  Major  men.    An  A.I.C.  in  Branch  B 
would  be  a  metallurgical  chemist,  and  a  "  Major  "  man  would 
be  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Bach  would  b©  a  chemist,  but 
with  a  different  specialty.    The  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  want  waking  up  from  their  long  slumbers,  and  thos« 
who  cannot  be  roused  to  modem  reqiUT  ements  should  be  com- 
pelled to  miako  room  for  men  of  more  progressive  ideas,  towards 
whom  pharmacy  must  look  for  advancement. 

London,  S.W.,  Oct.  6, 1917.  F.  Victor  Wood,  M.P.S. 


Alterations  in  the    Prices   of   Proprietaries :  A"" 
Suggestion. 

The  Plymouth  and  Disitrict  Association  of  Pharmacists  wish 
to  protest  very  strongly  against  tho  prejudice  to  chemists  in 
consequence  of  manufacturers  of  proprietaries  suddenly  raising 
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the  price  of  their  goods  -witl'Out  proper  -vvaniing.  Unless  a 
retailer's  name  is  on  it.he  books  of  the  proprietor  he  often 
receives  no  notice  of  a  liso  in  price  until  he  orders  a  further 
supply  of  the  proprietary  from  his  whotesaler.  The  members 
suggest  tliajt  a  portioi)  of  the  Journal  inset  be  set  aside  each 
week  for  notice  of  such  alteration,  and  that  manufacturers  be 
invited  to  use  the  space  for  that  purpose. 

I'lymouth,  A.  DOWNING, 

0(t(AM'r  15.  1917.         SecrBtary,  Plymouth  and  Disti-ict 
Association  of  Pharmaoiste. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Permit  for  Cocaine  (H.  C.  T.— 219/44).— Y<s.  Apply  to  the 
Homo  Office,  marking  the  envelope  "  Cocaine."  * 

Methylated  Spirit  Licence  (G.  P.  A.  H.— 219/43).— Your 
li<oncc  will  not  be  dropped.    The  liniment  may  be  sold. 

Licence  for  S.V.M.  (J.  W.  D.— 219/41).— A  licence  would 
appeal-  to  be  necessary  in  order  that  you  might  supply  t'.io 
doctoi's  ordei'. 

Venereal  Disease  Act  (R.  T.  0.-220/9)— Wc  refer  you  to 
an  Editorial  article  on  the  subject  in  our  issue  of  August  25 
last,  page  86.  There  will  probably  a.so  be  an  article  in  next 
week's  issue. 

P.J.F.  Recipes  (G.  P.  A.  H.— 219 IK}.— Chilblain  Tabids, 
0223:  Uakium  lactate,  5  grains.  Headaclie  Tablets,  5382: 
Acetanilide,  560  grs.  :  caffeine  citrate,  80  grs. ;  sodium  bicar- 
bonate, 144  grs.  ;  sodium  bromide,  16  grs.  Rheumatic  Tabids, 
87(16) :  Antifebriii,  1-^-  grs. ;  potassium  bicarbonate,  grs. 

Estimation  of  Sulphuric  Acid  (M.  W.  218/18).-You  slioukl 
apply  the  gravimetric  method  in  this  case.  Collect  the  barium 
precipitate,  ignite,  and  dissolve  out  carbonates  formed  by  means 
of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  wash,  and  weigh  the  barium 
sulphate.  Thia  method  will  yield  more  accurate  results  than 
the  process  you  have  been  employing. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid  Mixture  (J.  S. — 219/45). — Your  surmise 
is  quite  correct ;  there  would  bo  decomposition  on  the  lines  you 
indicate.  A  reference  to  the  Codex  will  inform  you  that 
aqueous  solutions  of  acetylsalicylic  acid  decompose  on  standing, 
salicylic  acid  and  lacetic  acid  being  formed,  and  that  the  reaction 
takes  place  very  rapidly  in  alkaline  solutions. 

Caramel  from  Farina  (C.  F. — 219/50). — We  arc  of  opinion 
that  it  woiild  not  be  permitted  to  convert  farina  into  the  sub- 
stance in  question.  You  might,  however,  write  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  Palace  Chambers,  Westminster,  S.W.  1,  and  you 
should  read  the  editorial  article  on  Restrictions  on  the  Manxi- 
fasture  and  Use  of  Starch  in  the  P.J.  of  June  2  last,  page  449. 

"  Ammonium  Chloramide  "  (D.  C. — 219/38). — Chloramine, 
NH.Cl,  is  a  yellow  unstable  liquid.  It  may  be  prepared 
by  mixing  dilute  solutions  of  equimolecular  proportions  of 
sodium  hypoolilorito  and  ammonia,  and  distilling  in  vacuo. 
Oxalic  acid  is  o.xidised  by  potassium  dichromate  into  carbon 
dioxide  and  water,  the  potassium  dichromate  being  at  the 
6ame  time  retluced. 

Manufacture  of  Salicylic  Acid,  etc.  {T.  H.— 219/46).— There  is 
no  special  book  on  the  subject,  and  manufacturers  do  not 
publish  their  methods  in  detail.  You  might,  however,  consult 
Thorpe's  '  Dictionary  of  Chemistry '  and  Martin's  '  Industrial 
Organic  Chemistry.'  For  work  on  a  smaller  scale  see  Gutter- 
manu'a  '  Practical  Organic  Chemistry.'  All  these  books  are  in 
the  Society's  library. 

Chemistry  Books  for  Beginner  (J.  E.  S.— 219/39).— Newth;s 
'  Inorganic  Chemistry ' ;  Alexander  Smith's  '  Inorganic 
Chemistry' ;  or,  Remsen's  '  Inorganic  Chemistry '  (Longmans, 
7s.  6d.),  which  is  a  more  elementary  work.  You  will  get 
the  apparatus  you  require  from  Messrs.  Baird  and  Tatlock, 
14,  Cross  Street,  London,  E.C.I,  or  perhaps  Mcssr?.  Reynolds 
and  Branson,  Leeds.  * 

Methylated  Spirit  (A.  D.— 220/4).— It  is  open  to  you  to  sell 
your  present  stock  by  retail,  if  you  are  desu'ous  of  getting 
rid  of  it,  but  you  ^should  take  caro  that  the  desire  of  the 
Government  that  the  spirit  should  not  be  used  for  burning 
and  heating  purposes  is  complied  with.  The  onus  of  proof 
would  rest  with  the  seller.  See  note  on  the  subjwt  in  last 
•week's  issue,  page  169. 

Dictionary  of  Medical  Terms  (J.  B.  R.— 220/3).— There  are 
several  good  compilations,   among  theni  Gould's  '  Pocket  Dic- 


tionary '  of  34,000  m«licaJ  words  pronounced  and  defined 
(H.  K.  Lewis  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  1  dollar);  Gould  and  Pylo's  'Pocket 
Oycloptedia  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.'  edited  bv  R,  J.  E.  Scott 
(H.  K.  Lewis  and  Co.,  I>td.,  5s.  not):  'The"  Chemist's  Dic- 
tionary of  Medical  Terms,'  published  by  the  Chemist  and 
Vrwjgisl,  3s.  net. 

Estimation  of  Sugar  and  Albumin  in  Urine  (E.  D.  A.— 

219/37). — Restriction  of  space  will  not  permit  of  our  giving  full 
details  of  these  methods.  There  are  processes  for  both  albumin 
and  su«ar  desci-ibed  fully  in  the  'Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book' 
(The  Pharmaceutical  Pres.s,  17,  Blaoins:biu-y  Square,  London, 
W.C.  1,  price  2s.  net).  In  the  Lancet  of  April  21  last,  Dr.  P.  J. 
Canimidge  describes  "An  Improved  Method  for  the  Estimation 
of  Sugar  in  the  Urine  and  the  Blood-" 

Paste  (instead  of  Strapping)  for  Fastening  Bandages  (K.  S.  D. 

— 219/49).  The  following  formula  does  not  contain  tragacanth, 
but  we  know  that  it  is  in  regular  use  for  the  same  purpose:— 
Glue,  50;  water,  50;  glycerin,  2;  calcium  chloride,  2;  thymol,  1. 
The  finished  product  should  weigh  100.  It  is  melted  an<J 
applied  warm.  There  may  be  comjKJsitions  of  this  nature  con- 
taining tragacanth,  but  we  have  no  formuia  for  such.  If  any 
reader  can  supply  one  we  shall  be  glad  to  print  it. 

Carbolic  Mouth  Wash  (J.  M.  and  Co.— 220/2).— The  frothing 
pi'oducod  on  shaking  the  sample  of  mouth  waSh  is  probably 
not  duo  to  any  saponaceous  matter  present — either  soap  or 
quillaia.  The  glycerin,  along  with  colouring  and  airomatic 
bodies,  would  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  little  frothing 
that  there  is.  We  are  imable  to  run  down  any  formula  in  the 
P..T.V.  that  would  exactly  correspond  with  your  sample,  but 
the  following  (P.J.F.,  674)  appears  to  come  somewhat  near  it: — 
Glycerin  of  phenol,  2!^  fl.  oz. ;  solution  of  cochineal,  2^  fl.  drs. ; 
distilled  water  to  10  fl.  oz.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the 
perfume  used  is  lavender  in  the  form  of  compound  tincture  of 
lavender.  This  could  be  added  to  the  sibove  fonnula,  which 
would  theJi  closely  imitate  yom-  sample.  Or  the  following  might 
bo  nearer  still: — Phenol,  5  oz.  ;  alcohol  (90  per  cent),  15  fl.'oz.  ; 
glycerin,  3  fl.  oz.  ;  compound  tincture  of  lavender,  3  fl.  dr. ; 
tincture  of  krameria,  1  fl-  oz. ;  rose  water  to  40  fl.  oz.  This  is 
P..T.T.  No.  9,759.  In  comparing  your  sample  with  the  above, 
modifications  will  r-eadily  suggest  themselves. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine'  (161/4).— Makers? 
Ambrine  Spray,  in  oh-eap  form  (161/7). — Makers  or  whero 
obtainable  ? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Whcrer 
obtainable?  " 
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SUNDAY,  October  21. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

10  a.m.,  Company  parade,  Headquartefs.  Uniform,, 
drill  order.  9.40  a.ra  ,  N.C.O.'s  parade  at  Liverpool 
Street  Station  for  Epping.  Uniform,  walking  order. 
Rations  to  be  carried  ;  also  note  book  and  compass. 

Tuesday,  October  2J. — 8.30  p.m.,  N.C.O.'s  Inspection 
Class  at  Headf|uarters. 

Wednesday,  October  24.-3  p.ni.,No.  2  Platoon  parade 
at  Headquarters. 

Thursday,  October  25.-3  p.m.,  Nos-  1,  3,  and  4  Platooni  parade  at 

Headquarters. 

Any  men  wishing  to  go  in  for  promotion  to  hand  in  their  names  to- 
Sergeant-Major  at  once. 

MONDAY,  October  22. 
Leith  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association.— Annual  Meeting  in 
Wilson's  Rooms,  at  8.30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  24. 

Birmlnirham  Pharmaceutical  Association.  -Annual  General  Meet- 
ing at  the  University,  Edmund  Street,  at  3  p.m. 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Assbclatlon. — Meeting  at  the  Royal  Institntion, 

Colquitt  Street,  at  8  p.m.  Address  by  Mr.  S.  W.  WooUey,  Editor  Chtmitt 
and  Drtipgitt,  on  "Enemy  Patent  and  Trade  Marks." 

THURSDAY,  October  25. 

North  London  Pharmacists'  Association. — Opening  meeting  at  the 

Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  Arundel  Hotel,  the  Embankment,  at  3  p.m. 
Subject,  "How  Progress  is  Possible  in  Pharmacy,"  and  other  important 
matters. 

5outh  Wales  nnd  ^Vlonmouthshire  Pharmacists'  Local  As.focia 
tion.s    Federation.— E.vccutiTe  meeting    at   the   Shaftesbury  Hotel, 
Newport   at  3  p.m.   Open  meeting'  at  6  p.m.   All  those  interested  are-- 
invited. 


Ol)e  Jp^armaceutical  3oumal 
anb  "Pl)armaci5t 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

editorial  Offices  :  17.  Bloomsbiury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Joarnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  ofUcial  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
<be  drag  trade  In  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
tor  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
*t  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canaua,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
SoBsla,  Spain,  Switzerland.  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOR:  CENTBAL  13415.  EDITOB:  "PHA8MAK0N.  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Hoibom  174.  Publishers:  "  Pharmads,  London." 

IDITORS  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE.  LONDON,  W.C.I. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150.  HOLBORN.  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Military  Service:  B3  and  C3  Recruits. 

Inatraotions  are  circulated  monthly  by  the  Army  Council  that 
recruits  of  categories  B5  and  C3  will  only  be  posted  for  service 
if  they  are  suitable  (a)  for  clerical  duties,  (6)  for  employment  as 
tradesmen,  and  provided  they  are  physically  adapted  to  serve 
in  such  capacities.  Instructions  are  also  given  that  men  within 
the  Army  redaasified  in  these  two  grades  are  only  to  be  engaged 
in  forms  of  work  which  they  are  physicallv  capable  of 
performing. 

War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex. 

This  Addendum,  which  will  contain  formulse  to  replace 
those  for  preparations  contaming  glycerin  and/or  sugar 
officially  withdrawn  from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  or  in- 
eluded  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  is  now  in 
tile  press,  and  will  be  ready  on  an  early  date.  The  published 
price  will  be  la.  net,  or  Is.  2d.  post  free,  and  on  publication 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Press, 
17,  Bloonwbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

Benevolent  Fund  Subscriptions. 

Subscriprtions  to  this  Fund,  for  which  donations  are  a].so 
invited,  should  be  paid  no^v.  Remittances  to  bo  sent  to  the 
Secretary,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Methylated  Spirit  (Licence  Duty). 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Anderson,  M.P.  (Sheffield — 
Attercliffe),  as  to  whether  the  licence  payment  now  made  by 
pharmacists  until  they  are  again  free  to  trade  in  methylated 
spirit  would  be  remitted,  Mr.  Baldwin,  on  behalf  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  stated  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  authorise  the  remission  of  the  whole  or  part,  as  tlio 
case  may  require,  of  the  licence  payment  made,  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  trader  is  unable  to  obtain  his  supply  of  methy- 
lated spirit  and  has  in  con.sequenoe  d'scontinucd  its  sale. 

Changes  of  Address. 

In  order  to  secure  correct  entry  in  the  Regi.<steT  of  Phair- 
inao*»uticaI  Chemists,  and  Chemists  and  Druggists,  qualified 
pmviTiti  should  forthwith  notify  changes  of  address  to  the 
Registrar,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  Ijondon,  W.C  .1. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE  ACT. 

We  have  already  in  two  articles  expounded  and  sought  pro- 
visionally to  interpret  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Venereal 
Disease  Aot  affecting  pharmacis<ts  [vide  P.J,  June  9,  1917. 
p.  466  and  p.  470  [Text  of  Aot,  copies  of  which, 
price  Id.,  can  be  obtained  from  H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  Kingsway,  London,  W.C. 2],  and  August  25, 
1917,  p.  86) ;  but  in  view  of  the  coming  into  opera- 
tion of  Sections  1  and  2  (2)  on  Novenibe'r  1,  it  may  be 
useful  once  more  to  recapitulate  and  reinforce  the  leading 
points  in  previous  expositions  of  the  subject.  Section  1  abso- 
lutely prohibits  all  treatment  of  "  venereal  disease,"  defined 
in  Section  4  to  mean  "syphilis,  gonorrhoea,  or  soft  chancre," 
by  unqualified  persons,  or  anyone  save  a  "  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioner "  for  "  reward  either  direct  or  in- 
direct." By  treatment  is  meant  to  "treat  any  person  for 
venereal  disease,  or  prescribe  any  remedy  therefor,  or  give  any 
advice  in  connection  with  the  treatment  thereof,  whether  the 
advice  is  given  to  the  person  to  he  treated  or  to  any  other 
person."  A  concrete  example  will  make  this  clear:  If  in  a 
schedtded  area  a  coistomer  presen'ts  hiinself  and  says  :  "  I  am 
saiffering  from  gonorrhoea ;  give  me  a  box  of  you.r  sandal- wood 
oil  capsules,"  the  pharmacist  must  reply:  "I  am  sorry  it  is 
not  lawful  for  me  to  supply  you  with  these  capsules.  You 
ought  to  go  to  the  clinic  which  has  been  opened  in  this  area 
for  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease,  or  consult  a  private 
medical  practitioner." 

In  the  issues  of  the  Journal  for  July  28  and  August  25  we 
printed  a  list  of  the  areas  in  which  on  and  after  November  1 
Section  1  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  shall  apply,  which  is 
now  repeated  lest  some  of  our  readers  may  have  overlooked  it. 
.According  to  a  notice  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of  July 
20,  1917,  the  aibove-named  provisions  of  the  Act,  after  the  date 
specified,  shall  apply  to  each  of  the  Counties  of  Buckingham, 
Cambridge,  Durham,  Essex,  Hereford,  Hertford,  Isle  of  Ely. 
Kent,  Leicester,  London,  Middlesex,  Norfolk,  Northampton, 
Northumberland,  and  Surrey,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of 
Bootle,  Bradford,  Cardiff,  Coventry,  Croydon,  Darlington. 
Dewsbury.  Dudley,  East  Ham,  Hastings,  Leeds,  Leicester. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Northampton,  Nor-vich,  Portsmouth, 
Sunderland,  Tynemouth,  Wakefield,  Warrington,  and  West 
Ham.  , 

It  is  probable,  as  local  schemes  for  dispensary  treatment 
mature  and  are  approved  of  hy  the  Local  Government  Board, 
that  the  foregoing  list  .will  gradually  extend  until  the  whole 
country  is  covered,  but  pharmacists  will  receive  due 
notice  of  the  scheduling  of  theii-  respective  areas.  In 
unscheduled  areas,  tjeatment  within  the  meaning  of  Section 
1  is  not  illegal.  If  in  such  an  area  a  customer,  magnanimously 
acting  for  the  always  diffident  and  invisible  friend,  or,  with 
rare  honesty,  avowing  himself  to  be  the  patient,  a.sks  to  be 
supplied  with  copaiba,  cubebs,  sandalwood  oil,  or  any  venereal 
remedy,  the  pharmacist  may  lawfully  supply  it,  provided 
always  that,  on  and  after  November  1,  it  is  not  held  out  or 
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recommended  -within  the  meaning  of  Section  2  (1)  and  (2). 
Subsection  (1)  is  already  in  operation  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  on  and  after  November  1  Subsection  (2)  will 
have  an  equal  range  and  application.  The  first  subsection 
prohibits  treatment  or  prescribing  by  "  announcement,"  and 
the  second  subsection  forbids  the  "holding  out  or  recom- 
mending to  the  public  by  any  notice  or  advertisement,  etc. 

.    .    (certain  forms  of  medicament  in  the  manner  specified) 
or  any  chemical  and  offioinal  preip'ai'ations  whatsoever,  to  be 
applied  externally  or  internally  as  medicines  or  medicaments 
for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  venereal  disease." 
The  key  to  the  interpretation  of  the  text  in  Subsection  2  is 
furnished  by  the  fact  that,  with  some  minor  modification 
wihich  does  not  touch  the  governing  principle,  the  expression 
"hold  out  or  recommend  "  in  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  has 
exactly  the  same  scope  and  force  as  in  medicine  stamp  law, 
with  this  material  difference,  that  there  is  no  exemption  of 
chemists  and  druggists  for  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedies  "  on  the  lines  secured  as  a  result  of  the  decisions  in 
Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti  and  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones.     Thus,  the 
first  and  mo.st  crucial  question  which  the  pharmacist-vendor 
to  the  public  has  to  determine  with  reference  to  any  drug  or 
medical  preparation  contemplated  by  the  Act  is:  "Is  this 
'  helcl  out  or  recommended  '  in  the  terms  of  the  subsection? 
If  a  proprietary  article  is  in  question,  he  must  not  assume  that 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  -warranty  that  it  is  non-liable  under 
the  Act  will  protect  him,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts.    The  onus  legally  is  on  the  retail  vendor  to  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  article  is  not,  either  on  the  label  or  otherwise, 
"held  out.  or  recommended"  even  in  apparently  innocent 
general  terms  as  a  remedy  for  venereal  disease.    It  has  been 
suggested  to  us  that  a  list  of  liable  and  non-liable  remedies 
might  be  compiled  and  published  for  the  guidance  of  pharma- 
cists in  retail  business.     But  the  proposal  is  open  to  sei'ious 
objection.    Any  such  list,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  must  be 
incomplete,  and  could  not  possibly  be  accurate  even  from  day 
to  day,  owing  to  transfers  from  the  liable  to  the  non-liable 
class.    Moreover,  it  would  have  the  additional  grave  draw- 
back of  lulling  those  -who  depended  on  it  into  a  false  sense  of 
security  by  engendering  the  inference  that  articles  not  included 
in  the  list  might  be  lawfully  vended.     The  problem  is  not 
really  soluble  by  means  of  a  congeries  of  illustrative  cases, 
but  must  be  dealt  with  by  the  application  of  a  general  and 
readily  intelligible  rule  to  each  instance  as  it  emerges.  In 
this  connection  the  long  and  varied  e.xijDerience  which  pharma- 
cists have  had  of  what  constitutes  liability  under  medicine 
stamp  law  ought  to  serve  them  in  good  stead,  and  doubtful 
cases,  presenting  special  difficulties,  can  always  be  referred  to 
the  Society's  headquarters.    We  cannot  too  often  repeat  that 
it  ougM  to  be  clearly  understood  that,  save  in  a  scheduled 
area  to  wliioli  Section  1  a,ppllies,  there  is,  even  on  and  after 
Novem^ber  1,  nothing  to  prevent  the  pharmacist  from  supplying 
venereal  remedies,  provided  that  he  complies  strictly  with  the 
requirements  of  Section  2  (1)  and  (2).    There  are  hundreds  of 
cases  in  -which  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whether  the  given  thera- 
peutic agent  is  or  is  not  to  be  used  in  the  treatment  of  venereal 
disease,  since  it  has  other  common  and  quite  legitimate  uses. 
In  dtoubtful  csas€s,  oa*  when  the  pharmacist  is  certain  that  it 
is  to  be  employed  as  a  venereal  remedy,  even  although  he  does 
not  "  hold  out  or  recommend "  or  "  prescribe "  it  in  the 
statutory  sense,  he  ought  to  have  respect  to  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  w-hich  is  to  induce 
•victims  of  a   loathsome    contagious  -ensease,  invohang  the 
innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  to  resort  to  skilled  and  isolating 
treatment,  and  urge  the  customer  to  avail  himself  of  such 
treatment.     At  present,  and  until  the  permissive  Section  1 
becomes    <fenerally    operative,    pharmacists    in    th«  non- 


sdheduled  areas  miusit  remain  in  -an  anomailoua  poeitaon  as 
icompa-red  with  those  in  scheduled  districts  where  the 
statutory  limitations  imposed  on  tihe  pbarma«ist  and  otihers 
are  clearly  defined. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones'  express  object 
in  securing  the  deferring  of  the  operation  of  Section  2  (2)  until 
November  1  was  to  enable  manufacturers,  wholesalers,  and 
retailers  an  adequate  term  of  grace  in  which  to  dispose  of  old 
stocks  and  prepare  themselves  for  the  impending  restrictions. 
If,  therefore,  tho.se  concerned  have  failed  to  set  their  houses 
in  order  by  this  time,  they  cannot  reasonably  complain  if  they 
are  forced  to  do  so  forthwith  or  face  the  consequences,  a  con- 
tingency which  is  not  to  be  trifled  with  when  we  consider 
the  nature  of  the  penalties  for  contravention  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  which  are  as  follows : — Conviction  on  indictment, 
imipri.s'onment  witlh  or  without  hai-d  Labour  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years; or  on  summary  conviction,  a  fine  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  or  imprisonment  with  or  with- 
out hai'd  labour  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months.  It  will 
be  recalled  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  sought  unsuccessfully  to  have 
the  initiation  of  all  prosecutions  ainder  the  -Act  reserved  to 
a  State  Department,  and  that,  in  declining  to  accept  the 
amendment,  Mr.  Hayes  Fisher,  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  gave  an  assurance  that  the  penalties  would  probably  be 
trifling ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  history,  Parliament  has  little  ex- 
post  facto  control  over  the  judicial  administration  of  statute 
law,  and  in  the  existing  acute  state  of  public  feeling  on  the 
subject,  even  if  moral  obligation  did  not  dictate  such  a  course, 
ordinary  prudential  considerations  should  constrain  all  con- 
cerned to  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law. 

THE  NEED  FOR  NATIONAL  ABSTEMIOUSNESS. 

Abstinence  in  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors  has 
been  forced  upon  the  nation  to  some  extent  by  restriction  of 
supply  and  opportunity,  but  in  greater  measure  by  the 
enhanced  And,  for  many,  prohibitory  price  of  excisable 
liquors.  Unfortunately,  as  Lord  Rhondda  recently  told  us, 
the  same  cannot  be  said  as  regards  the  consumption  of  food. 
It  is  disquieting  to  learn  that,  notwithstanding  all  appeals  to 
the  public,  there  is  even  yet  no  appreciable  retrenchment  in 
the  dietary  of  the  people.  For  the  material  reduction 
in  the  retail  consumption  of  ibread  in  1917,  as  com- 
pared with  1916,  is  rapidly  being  counterbalanced  by  the 
increased  demand  since  the  lowering  of  the  price  of  the  loaf. 
In  view  of  the  shortage  in  the  world-supply  of  wheat  for  the 
cereal  year  upon  which  Ave  have  just  entered,  the  deficiency 
in  shipping  and  transport  service,  and  the  food  requirements 
of  France  and  Italy,  for  which  Britain  will  have  to  make 
increased  provision,  there  is  a  grave  and  insistent  need  for 
the  most  rigid  economy  in  the  consumption  of  food.  It  will 
be  disastrous  if  the  cheapening  of  foodstuffs,  by  the  new 
system  of  price-regulation  now  being  srganised  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  should  induce  people  to  feed  more  liberally.  And 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  must  be  made  to  counteract  any 
such  tendency.  If  rationing  with  all  its  disadvantages  is  to  be 
avoided,  the  nation  must  forthwith  practise  the  most  rigorous 
frugality  in  diet  and  eating.  Above  all,  there  must  be  no 
waste  in  any  fom.  Alike  from  special  knowledge  and  by 
training,  the  pharmacist  in  retail  business  is  eminently  quali- 
fied to  give  the  public  guidance  as  to  the  nutritive  value  and 
utilisation  of  foodstuffs.  As  a  rule,  he  is  familiar  with  the 
scientific  principles  of  alimentation,  and  also  conversant  with 
scales  of  dietary,  in  which  by  appropriate  selection  of  food- 
stuffs a  balance  is  adjusted  between  the  theoretically  required 
proportions  of  proteiids  and  carbohydrates.  Without  being 
a  cook,  .save  to  the  physician,  he  can  nevertheless,  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  give  much  practical  advice  as  to  the  Tal»e  «f 
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soups,  stews,  puddings  and  other  comparatively  inexpensive 
but  richly  nutritious  and  savoury  dishes,  which,  a  la  Chinoise, 
ean  be  compounded  from  what  is  voo  often  scrapped  as  refuse. 
It  is  precisely  by  the  reclamation  of  such  hitherto  unconsidered 
or  despised  trifles  that  the  greatest  saving  can  be  effected. 
There  is  a  future  for  the  pharmacist  who  cultivates  the 
theory  and  art  of  the  food  specialist.    At  present  he  is  often 
consulted  as  to  details  of  diet  and  the  preparation  of  infants' 
and  invalids'  foods,  so  that  it  would  be  easy  for  him  to  develop 
along  these  lines  into  an  accepted  authority  on  the  subject. 
Irrespective  of  this  possibility,  he  can  at  once  opportunely 
and  effectively  intervene    to  influence  the  public  towards 
increased  dietetic  frugality.      He   can  prove  to  them  on 
strictly  scientific  grounds  that,  by  a  proper  selection  and 
quantitative  adjustment  of  foodstuiTs,  lif*  and  health  can  be 
maintained  and  often  improved  on  a  so-called  restricted  bill 
of  fare,  and  that  even  temporary  underfeeding  is  less  harmful 
than  the  habitual  overfeeding  which  is  so  prolific  a  source  of 
many  human  minor  ailments  and  some  malignant  diseases. 
Pharmacists — and  there  must  be  many  who  are  willing  to 
engage  in  a  food  economy  propaganda — will  find  much  useful 
material  for  the  purpose  in  articles  and  letters  which  appeared 
in  the  Journal  on  June,  1916;  p.  825,  and  January  22,  1916, 
p.  74,  in  one  of  which  the  writer  strongly  recommends  '  What 
to  Eat  and  Why,'  by  Dr.  Hindhede  (Ewart  Seymour,  2s.  6d.). 
A  pamphlet  on  '"Food  and  How  to  Save  It,"  by  Dr.  Spriggs, 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  price  2d.,  is  also  a  compendious 
:and  trustworthy  guide  as  to  the  relative  food  values  of  staple 
"foodstuffs  and  of  nutrients  which  can  be  substituted  to  relieve 
the  scarcity  of  the  former. 
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(Continued  from  page  181.) 

The  Need  for  Challenging  Authority. 

I  will  confess  that  I  think  it  particularly  important,  when 
•d<lr€s.sing  pharmaceutical  studpoits  at  the  prtsent  time,  to 
««i3t  on  the  need  for  challenging  authority  and  appealing  to 
facta,  on  account  of  the  large  proportion  of  women  studente. 
The  number  of  women  tekmg  up  pharmacy  as  a  caJling  was 
uwreaamg  before  the  war,  and  since  young  men  were  wanted 
tor  Uus  Army  the  proportion  of  women  students,  here  aa 
elsewhere,  has,  of  course,  been  far  greater.  My  experience 
M  a  teacher  and  an  examiner  haa  been  that  women  make 
WWeHent  students,  but  they  yield  far  too  readily  to 
authority-  they  aocapt  statements  because  the  teacher  or 
the  text-bwk  makes  thorn,  and  soarcsly  discriminate  between 
tSi  •  ajKl   ought   to  verify  for  themselves 

•M  theories  which  they  are  not  in  a  t>osition  to  criticise  and 
mvgt  accept  on  authority,  if  at  all.  Trying  to  do  thing.s  in 
neiw  way.-!,  or  to  do  new  things,  also,  wihich  is  essential  to 
progress,  perhaps  comes  more  naturally  to  a  man  than  to  a 
woman.  Biologists  tell  us  that  the  female  animal  is  nori»ally 
«mservat]ve,  carrying  on  the  life  of  the  race  on  established 
Me*,  while  the  male  is  more  prone  to  vary  spontaneously,  in 
other  words,  to  originate.  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  sug- 
gert  how  far  this  may  be  the  cause  of  the  over-ready  accept- 
ance of  authority  in  studying  science  to  which  I  am  alluding, 
or  how  far  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  more  limited  outlook 
and  the  more  restricted  education  with  which  many  women 
Mve  been  brought  up.  I  believe  it  is  worth  while  cautioni.ig 
''f  science  that  fiheir  first  and  last  concern  is 
with  facts,  and  that  authority  cannot  be  admitted  for  an 
•Wrtion  where  proof  is  obtainable. 

n'-u^°^'"^^  *^^'efui  delivered  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Harrison. 

O.M.G.,  at  the  ojxinini;  of  the  9eventy.»i:uh  session  of  the  School  of 
wn«rm«cy  on  October  3,  1917. 


The  Advantages  of  Students  of  Pharmacy. 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  for  a  few  moments  to  the 
groat  advantages  which  pharmacoutical  students  possees  over 
many  other  students  of  science;  and  in  doing  so  I  am  not 
basing  my  remarks  on  mere  spoculation,  but  speaking  from 
experience.  During  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  had  many 
assistants  for  laboratory  work  of  one  kind  or  another,  some  of 
whom  have  had  pharmaceutical  training  and  qualifications,  while 
others  have  had  a  full  course  of  science  training,  particularly  in 
chemistry,  at  one  or  other  of  the  well-known  colleges.  At  the 
prcseait  time  I  have  amiomg  my  oflioers,  N.C.O.'s  and  mem, 
botweon  twenty  and  thirty  pharnMcists,  and  an  equal  or 
greater  number  with  no,i-p(harmaoeutioai  science  training,  in- 
cluding graduates  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Universities  in 
the  kingdom.  The  latter  have  always  had  the  longer  training, 
and  show  its  advantages ;  but  the  pharmaceutical  men  have  so 
often  been  more  useful  that  I  have  been  led  to  refleot  on  the 
probaJble  reasons,  and  wfhat  I  am  about  to  say  to  you  in 
regard  to  your  advantages  is  partly  the  result. 

Apprenticeship. 

To  begiiii  with,  to  have  served  an  apprenticeship ,  if  a 
real  one,  before  begiiutiing  your  special  course  of  technical 
study,  may  be  and  often  is  a  great  help.  You  have  first-hand 
information  as  to  the  kind  of  work  for  ■n''bich  your  special 
training  is  intended  to  fit  you,  and  the  work  which  is  waiting 
for  you  when  you  are  ta^ained  and  qualified  should  be  more  of 
a  reality  to  you  than  it  can  be  to,  say,  a  chemical  student 
who  has  no  idea  what  particular  line  oiE  work  he  may  after- 
wards turn  to,  or  if  he  has,  cannot  visualise  it  as  you  can 
visualise  the  operations  of  the  plharmacist.  Also,  if  you  have 
served  your  time  with  a  good  master,  you  should  have  a  more 
intimate  appreciation  of  what  working  really  means  than  a 
student  who  has  just  left  school  is  likely  to  have. 

Importance  of  Accuracy. 

Secondly,  the  pha.rmaceuticail  experience  which  you  have 
already  had  must  have  done  something  to  impress  on  you  the 
need  for  accuracy  in  your  work.  A  phamruaoiat  who  is  not 
accurate  ought  to  be  a  cotitradiotion  in  terms.  You  have 
probably  aU  heard  of  the  Scottish  pharmacist  who  was  weigh- 
ing out  a  two^grain  oalomel  powder  for  a  child,  and  having 
shghtly  more  than  that  weight  on  the  scale-pan  was  carefully 
removing  the  excess,  when  the  customer,  who  was  watching 
and  thought  his  care  was  due  to  his  Scottish  blood,  urged 
him  to  "  Dinna  be  sae  skimpy  with  it,  mon ;  'tie  for  a  puir 
fatherless  bairn."  But  genei-osity  in  the  matter  of  dosagre 
would  be  at  least  as  bad  as  parsimony,  and  it  is  an  advantage 
to  a  pharmiaoist  to  have  absorbed  into  liis  vei-y  blood  that 
accuracy  requires  neither  more  nor  less. 

The  Formative  Influences  of  Daily  Work. 

I  count  also  among  the  advantages  of  the  pharmacist,  pos- 
.sessed  already  in  some  degree  by  hhe  student,  thiat  the  opera- 
tions inoidenital  to  his  daily  work  tend  to  call  out  and 
develop  resourcefulness  Nothing  can  be  of  greater  value  than 
tlio  aJbility  to  accomplish  a  given  purpose  with  soich  materials 
as  aa-e  availaJble,  although  they  may  not  be  thoee  best  suited 
for  it.  Among  unadventurous  vocations  I  doifbt  if  any  Stand 
higher  than  pharmacy  in  this  respect,  and,  speaking  for  my- 
self, I  have  found  the  resoarcefuInes.s  of  phar-maciists  one  of 
their  strongest  points  of  superiority.  This  is  closely  related  to 
the  breadth  of  the  currioulum  of  study  for  the  pharmaceutical 
qualifioatioas.  I  make  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  I  do  not 
tiiink  the  oouTse  here  long  enough,  although  I  suppose  it  is 
longer  than  in  any  other  pharmaceutical  school ;  but  it  is  a 
very  great  advantage  that,  besides  studying  ohemisitry  and 
physios,  you  have  a  pretty  thorough  course  lin  botany.  Materia 
medioa,  perhaiM,  can  hardly  be  considered  one  science  subject, 
but  rather  a  combination  chiefly  of  botany,  dhemistry,  and  a 
little  geography,  with  some  knowledge  Of  the  commerce  of 
drugs  and  an  initnmiate  acquaintance  with  their  phy.sioal  ohajr- 
aot-ers.  In  pharmacy  you  have  both  science  and  tedltraique,  but 
especially  the  latter.  The  whole  group  of  subjects  are  inter- 
related, and  must,  I  think,  be  regarded  as  of  greater  educa- 
tional value  than  a  more  restricted  range  of  work. 

The  Pharmacist's  Unique  Knowledge  of  Materials. 

A  final  advantage  of  the  pharmacist,  which  I  can  assure  you 
from  experience  is  Tiot  a  swiall  one  if  he  is  called  on  to  advise 
in  technical  processes  of  industry,  is  his  unique  knowledge  of 
materials,  ospeoially  organic  natural  products.  You  only  need 
to  look  through  the  Cod<'x  or  any  of  the  recognised  books  of 
pharmiac^utioal  fomiuise  to  see  what  a  very  wide  Mnge  of 
subjects  the  nhag'macist  touches  and  what  a  variety  of  material* 
he  must  be  familiar  with     The  pure  chemist,  on  the  one  hand. 
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and  the  business  man  or  the  craftsman  on  the  other,  has  no 
such   wide  knowledge. 

1  foar  I  have  been  rathor  discursive  on  tlic  subject  of  scien- 
tific and  toohuical  trajniiig,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  add 
anything  to  what  I  have  said  about  a  compulsory  curriculum; 
tlvis  i.s  not  the  cxxxision  for  n.(akin.g  sugigestiions  as  to  the 
longth  of  such  curriouium  or  wfliat  it  should  ooivtain.  I  repeat 
tlia-t  the  position  ortwted  by  the  war  brings  the  question,  in 
niy  opinion,  to  the  very  fowfiroiut  of  matt.ers  requiring  imimedi- 
at«  attention.  And  if  phannacoutical  qualifications  are  to 
have  the  value  they  m-iigilit  and  sliouJd  have,  the  qualification 
as  pharmacist  cannot  continue  to  bo  given  on  tlhe  results  of 
an  examination  alone,  whilst  the  Major  examination  should 
bo  thoroughly  ovei^hiauled  and  siliou'Jd  be  made  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  equivalent  of  a  University  degree. 

DeTelopment  of  the  Natural  Resources  of  the  Empire, 

Ooming  now  to  the  third  of  the  headings  which  I  referred 
to  at  the  boginniLnig,  one  of  the  consequences  of  tihe  war  ought 
to  be,  and  I  believe  will  ibo,  a  thorough  and  systefliiiatio 
development  of  the  natural  resooirces  of  the  British  Empire, 
such  as  has  never  been  attempted  hitherto.  As  you  all  know, 
the  Empire  includes  aim  est  every  variety  of  cliniatic  con- 
ditions, from  arctic  to  tropical,  and  can  raise  aniraal  and 
vegetable  prodTJots  of  almost  every  kind  in  huge  quantities, 
while  the  mineral  resources  eue  not  even  fully  knofwn,  but  are 
certainly  immense.  In  spite  of  all  the  groat  thing:s  this 
country  has  done  in  colonising,  wo  cannot  deny  a  charge  of 
having  neglected  our  heritage  to  an  extent  which  does  some- 
thing to  explain,  if  not  to  justify,  th(>  e.nvj-  of  the  more  fully 
organised  Power  with  whom  wc  are  at  war.  I  believe  many 
preliminary  steps  have  been  and  are  being  taken  to  change 
this  state  of  things ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  am  divulging  any 
secret  in  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutioal  Society  has  .already  helped  the  Government  Depart- 
ment concerned  with  much  irLfom.aticn  in  rega«l  to  the 
production  of  drugs  and  chemicals  within  tiie  Empire ; 
hxit  I  hoj>e  to  .see  niiudli  more  done.  The  cultivation  of 
drugs  has  only  been  scientifically  controlled  and  developed 
in  a  small  minority  of  cases ;  cinchona  is,  of  course, 
the  most  striking  instance,  a  vast  industry  having  been 
developed  and  the  percentage  of  quinine  in  the  Ibark  increased 
many  times.  There  are  numbers  of  other  drugs,  especially, 
perhaps,  those  yielding  such  important  alkaloids  as  moriphine, 
atropine,  cocaine,  etc.,  which  are  equally  cajjable  of  beiing 
developed ;  there  is  also  the  large  group  of  essenitial-oil-yieilding 
drugs.  In  scores  of  oases  there  is  unlimited  scoi)e  for  woik  in 
increasing  the  yield  of  active  constituents  by  Foientific  control 
of  climate,  soil,  fertilisation  by  crossing  of  varieties,  and 
methods  of  extraction.  Look  at  the  position  of  iSdiimmel  and 
Co.  in  regard  to  essential  oils ;  what  can  we  If aiirly  put  (l^eside 
it?  And  is  there  any  reason  "Why  we  should  not  have  a  dozen 
such  concerns,  or,  rather,  a  dozen  of  which  the  smallest  .should 
put  Sohimmel's  into  the  sihade?  We  can  ha.rdly  expect,  how- 
ever, in  the  present  stage  of  world-development,  that  this 
matter  can  be  adequately  dealt  w^ith  by  individual  effoat  alone. 
Work  on  a  considerable  scale  is  necessary,  with  sufficient  capital 
at  command  for  large  increase  as  success  becomes  achieved. 
Government  support  must  be  looked  for,  but  it  will  not  bo 
wise  to  wait  for  Goveriunent  initiative.  And  much,  at  least, 
of  the  expert  sea-vice  ought  to  be  given  by  pharmacists  pos- 
Speeing  adequate  scientific  knowledge.  I  hoj)e  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  vise  to  its  opjwrtunity, 
and  that,  on  the  other,  you,  the  coming  geiwration  of  pdiar- 
macists.  witl  fit  yourselves  to  take  your  ))art  in  the  gr<»at  work. 

Recapitulation  and  Conclusion. 

Now,  if  I  may  try  to  summarise  the  chief  points  of  this 
rathor  rambling  address.  I  suggest  to  you  and  to  those  in 
authonty  iji  pharmacy  that  in  the  immediately  coining  yeare  we 
aa-e  going  to  see  a  great  development  of  organisation  in  indus- 
try and  commerce :  this  will  affect  some  kinds  of  biisiness  more 
than  it  •will  phannacy.  but  pharmacy  will  be  by  no  means 
exempt.  And  you  will  have  to  move  with  the  times  and  organise 
from  within,  not  wait  to  ibo  organised  from  without.  There  will 
he  a  ereat  deve1opm<'nt  in  scientific  and  te^vlmical  education  ;  the 
present  amount  of  scientific  training  which  the  pharmacist  ire- 
ccives  will  relatively  fall  in  value,  and  will  be  seen  by  all  to  be 
ina,dequate ;  it  wnll  have  to  be  increased.  With  a  far  larcrer 
proportion  of  the  jiublic  )Tos.sessing  scientific  and  te<^hnical 
attainments,  pharmacists  will  lose  .such  po.sition  of  superiority 
as  exports  as  thev  now  possess,  unless  there  is  relatively  a.s 
much  raisin?  of  their  standard  as  of  others.  In  my  opinion 
there  must  be  more;  the  phaTmacist  does  not  to-day  occupy  as 
good  a  posrition  as  he  ought  to.  or  as  be  would  now  be 
occupying  if  a  sound  and  adequate  curriculum  of  training 


had  been  insisted  on  years  ago.  It  is  not  8ufl5cient  to 
develop  just  far  enough  to  retain  the  present  relative  posi- 
tion ;  we  should  dete^rmine  to  ha,ve  a  better  position  and  takft 
the  proper  stei)s  to  get  it.  And  in  this  connection  a  due 
parbioLpation  by  pharmacists  in  Imx>erial  development  must 
be  wwked  for. 

I  end  my  remarks,  thorefoTC,  on  the  same  note  as  I  began 
with,  tlie  aksolute  nocessity  for  more  and  better  education  for 
pharmacist*.  Trust  the  Society  to  do  its  part;  if  it  does  not, 
as  soon  as  you  have  qualified  and  become  members,  use  your 
votes  to  put  in  Councillors  who  vrill.  Meanwhile  do  your 
p;ut;  spend  your  time  here  in  learning,  and,  above  all,  in. 
learning  how  to  loa.rn  by  experiment. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


The  Next  Budget. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  stated  this  week  that  there  virill  be  no 
interim  Budget  before  the  usual  one  in  the  spring.  The 
Government  is  expected,  however,  to  take  a  very  large  Vote 
of  Credit  next  week,  authorising  further  war  expenditure  to 
the  tune  of  £600,000,000  or  so. 

TraflBc  in  Opium  with  Japan  and  the  Far  East. 

On  Tuesday,  Sir  William  Collins  (Liberal,  Derby)  asked 
whether  the  British  Government  had  come  to  any  understand- 
ing with  the  .Japanese  Government  similar  to  the  Inter- 
national Opium  Convention  of  1912. 

Lord  Robert  Cecil,  Minister  of  Blockade,  replied  that 
licences  to  export  morphine  or  cocaine  from  this  country  to 
Japan  were  not  granted  unless  they  were  accompanied  by 
certificates  obtained  from  the  Japanese  Home  Office  or  from 
the  Japanese  authorities  of  the  Kwangtung  leased  territory 
(Port  Arthur)  to  the  effect  that  the  morphine  and  cocaine  is 
for  actual  consumption  in  Japan  or  in  Dairen  and  its  vicinity, 
and  is  for  medical  purposes  only.  A  notice  to  this  effect  was 
published  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  on  October  11. 

Sir  William  Collins  further  asked  whether  the  export  of 
morphine  manufactured  in  Britain  would  be  restricted  to  that 
distributed  in  the  Far  East  to  use  for  medicinal  purposes 
only  ? 

Lord  Robert  Cecil  said  he  understood  that  the  Japanese 
Government  had  issued  the  instructions  necessary  to  prevent 
the  smuggling  of  these  drugs  and  for  the  exercise  of  due 
control  in  all  oases. 

Indian  Opium  in  the  Manufacture  of  Opium  .Alkaloids,  etc. 

On  Monday,  Sir  William  Collins  asked  the  Board  of  Trad* 
whether  Indian  opium  was  now  largely  used  in  this  country, 
in  place  of  Turkish  or  Persian  opium,  for  the  manufacture 
of  morpliine  and  official  preparations? 

Mr.  Wardle,  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  answered  that  for  the 
last  eighteen  months  Indian  opium  had  been  practically  the 
only  kind  available  for  morphine  manufacture.  Persian  sup- 
plies wei-e  relatively  insignificant. 

^  Sir  WiUiani  Collins  asked  how  niucb  opium,  and  from  what 
sources,  was  used  In  1912  for  making  morphine  and  official  pre- 
parations ? 

Mr.  Wardle,  in  a  written  reply,  submitted  the  following  table- 
showing  the  total  net  quantity  of  opium  retained  for  use  and 
manufacture  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1913  and  also  in 
1916,  and  the  countries  from  which  it  was  originally  con- 
signed: —India,  1913,  4.824  lbs.,  1916,  437,237  lbs.;  Persia, 
1913,  35.020  lbs.,  1916,  82,362  lbs.;  Turkey,  1913,  270,123  lbs., 
1916.  25,843  lbs.  ;  other  countries,  1913.  45,393  lbs.,  1916, 
15,237  lbs.;  total,  1913,  285,520  lbs.,  1916,  560,679  lbs. 

Payments  to  Panel  Practitioners. 

On  Monday,  Sir  Edmn  Cornwall  (Controller  of  tho  House- 
hold and  Representative  in  the  Commons  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioners)  informed  Mr.  Philip  Snowden  (Labour, 
Blackburn)  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  tho  final  pay- 
ments to  panel  doctors  for  the  j-ear  1916  had  been  com- 
pleted. In  tliose  areas  where  some  balance  of  the  year's  re- 
muneration was  outstanding  the  amount,  he  declared,  coul«f 
only  be  small. 

The  Insurance  Act  Amendment  Bill 

promised  by  .Sic  Edwin  Cornwall  is  not  yet  ready  f<^ 
introduction. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[Secrttanet  of  Pharmaceutical  Atsociaiiona  are  requested  to  send  brief  reports  qj  meetings  for  publieation, 
to  aa  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later  than  the   Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meeting.] 


BOLTON.— Thp  annual  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Pharmacists' 
Afisociation  was  held  on  October  13,  Mr.  G.  Brown,  President, 
in  the  chair.  The  closing  of  pharmacies  at  7  p.m.  was  decided 
to  be  impracticable  until  the  doctors  instituted  earlier  evening 
jurgery  hours.  The  retiring  President,  Secretary  (Mr.  Massey), 
and  Treasurer  (Mr.  Fox)  were  thanked  for  their  services,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  II.  Knott.  Officers  for  Session  1917-18  were 
elected  as  follows :— President,  Coimcilloi-  P.  Knott;  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  N.  Fox:  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Charlton. 


CHESTERFIELD.— A  meeting  of  the  Chesterfield  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  October  9,  Mr. 
Habold  Smith,  President,  in  the  chair. — Mr.  Sidney  Greaves 
gave  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Pharmacist  of  the  Future,"  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  women  would  undoubtedly  come  to 
the  front.  In  view  of  the  unusually  poor  attendance,  Mr. 
Greaves  was  asked  to  repeat  his  paper  at  a  future  meeting,  and 
agreed  to  do  so.    A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Greaves. 


EALING. — The  opening  meeting  of  the  Ealing  and  District 
Pharmacists'  As.sociation  was  held  at  Buol's  Restaurant  on 
October  16,  the  President,  Mr.  G.  Norris,  in  the  chair. — The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed, 
lir.  Steickland  raised  the  question  of  seven  o'clock  closing, 
and  a  majority  being  in  favour  of  the  alteration  it  was  decided 
to  leave  the  details  of  arrangements  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Strick- 
land and  a  small  committee.  Mr.  Herbert  Skinner  and  Mr. 
G.  W.  Evans  attended  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing the  objects  and  advantages  of  the  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club. — Mr.  Skinner  laid  before  the  meeting  very  concisely  tho 
aims  and  hopes  of  the  club,  and  gave  particulars  to  show  tho 
rapidly  increasing  membership. — Mr.  G.  W.  Evans  gave  details 
<jf  the  social  side  of  the  club  and  the  pleasure  to  be  derived 
from  new  pharmaceutical  friendships.  In  the  general  discussion 
which  followed,  it  transpired  that  several  members  of  the  Phar- 
Diaceutical  Council  were  members  also  of  the  club,  and  that 
the  large  majority  of  the  club  members  were  also  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  was  the  evident  feeling  of  the 
meeting  that  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  would  prove  a 
distinct  assert;  to  the  Pharmaceutical  OouncLl.  Eight  or  nine 
applications  for  membership  of  the  club  were  handed  in  at  the 
meeting. 


LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION.— The  second 
meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  October  24. — Mr.  W.  P. 
EvANB  (President)  occupied  tho  chair,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Woollet, 
Ph.C.  (Editor  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggigt),  read  a  paper  on 

"  ExEMT  Patents  and  Trade  Marks," 

of  which  the  following  is  a  summary : — The  author  havmg 
pointed  out  that  from  the  earliest  times  it  had  been  one  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Orown  to  grant  monopohKi  in  the  sale 
or  manufacture  of  commodities,  particularly  with  a  view  to 
rewarding  inventors  wiio  were  the  means  of  introducing  new 
indu.'itries,  skeitched  the  development  and  abuse  o<f  this  system 
in  Tudor  and  Stuart  times,  until  at  last,  in  1623,  Parliament 
was  ffwoed  to  deal  with  this  pernicious  form  of  restraint  on 
trade,  and  passed  the  Statute  of  Monopolies,  which  made  all 
monoyjolies  illegal,  with  tho  single  exception  of  patents  to 
invf-.nt^jrs  in  respect  of  new  manufactures.  Section  6  of  this 
Statute,  upon  which  is  founded  all  the  xM-tents  legislation  of 
the  world,  regulated  the  grant  of  patents  down  to  1835,  when 
the  first  Patemt  Act  was  passed.  The  last  Patent  Act,  that 
of  1907,  restricts  the  concession  to  the  exact  limits  referred  to 
in  the  Statute  of  Monopolies,  and  the  actual  grant  of  Letters 
Patent  employs  praotically  the  same  wording  as  Section  6. 
Tlie  subject  matter  of  a  pat/cnt  is  considered  by  the  Patent 
OfF]';e  when  an  application  for  a  patent  is  made,  and  the 
afljiidication  is  governed  by  tho  jmnciple  "new  and  useful." 
Patents  have  been  refused  for  crys'tallisinK  aspirin  from  chloro- 
form, for  the  u-so  of  naphthaline  for  enriching  ooal-gas,  and  for 
an  fflectrolytic  method  of  treating  lead  poisoning.  On  the  other 
hand,  combinations  of  old  meithods  providing  a  new  result  ktb 
patentable,  e.(f.,  absonrtion  of  nitro-glycerin  by  kieselguhr, 
•or  thf!  uso  (A  a  solution  of  gelatin  and  bi-sulphite  n.s  a  pro- 


servativo.  A  shgilit  alteration  in  a  known  prot^ss  may  amount 
to  an  important  invention.  It  was  tho  uso  of  alkali  in  tht 
manufaoture  of  lanoline  to  saponify  the  fatty  acids  which  con- 
stituted the  chief  point  upon  which  the  patent  was  upheld. 
Misleading  obsoiu'ities  introduce*!  into  the  specification  are  fatsi 
to  the  granting  of  a  patent.  The  patent  for  Seidlitz  powder*, 
which  was  granted  to  Savory  in  1815,  was  revoked  in  182^ 
because,  instead  of  naming  the  ingredients,  the  inventor  garft 
involved  accounts  of  the  manulfacture  of  soda  bicarbonate, 
Roohelle  salts,  and  tartaric  acid.  The  Germans  have  takea 
full  advantage  of  the  latitude  allowed  as  to  chemical  inventiona, 
and  by  omitting  details  from  specifications,  e.g.,  eucaine,  hare 
made  it  impossible  to  mauufaoturo  according  to  the  specification. 
In  the  case  of  eucaine,  it  was  only  after  months  of  experiment 
at  the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  in  the  Research  Labora- 
tory of  the  PharmaoeuticaJl  Society  that  a  successful  working 
met'hod  of  production  was  devised.  As  a  matter  of  grace  the 
period  of  a  patent  may  be  prolonged  if  it  is  shown  that  tb# 
inventor  has  had  to  face  exceptional  difficulties  in  working  hie 
discovery,  e.g.,  Oocking's  poro-plastic.  Cross,  Bevan,  and 
Beadle's  cellulose  patent  for  the  manufaoture  of  artificial  silk 
and  viscose  bottle  caps.  The  law  regulating  trade-marks  is 
not  so  old  as  that  regulating  the  grant  of  patents.  The  first 
Trade-Mark  Registration  Act  cajne  into  operation  in  187&. 
Between  that  date  and  the  Trade-Marks  Act,  1905,  several 
amending  Acts  were  passed,  which  were  steps  in  the  evolution 
of  the  law  as  it  exists  to-day.  Trade-marks  can  exist  without 
registration  as  common-law  trade-marks,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  a  trade-mark  must  be  one  that 
is  registered.  All  trade-mjarks  cannot  be  registered ;  those 
accepted  by  the  Registrar  must  confoi-m  to  Section  9  of  the 
Trade-Marks  Act,  1905.  Tnade-marks  may  be  registered  in 
fiifty  classes,  and  the  legal  protection  of  the  trade-mark  '» 
restricted  to  the  class  in  which  it  is  registered.  Where  aa 
.article  has  been  introduced  as  new,  and  has  been  first  manu' 
fiwitured  under  a  patent,  the  name  by  which  it  is  known  becomes 
common  property  so  sooai  as  the  expiration  of  the  patent  rights 
put  an  end  to  the  monopoly  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
the  article.  Confirmation  of  this  point  is  found  in  the  report 
of  Lord  Herschell's  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  duties  o£ 
the  Patent  Office  (1888)  and  in  a  number  of  legal  decisions 
quoted  by  the  author.  The  German  practice  in  this  country 
has  been  to  register  a  large  nimilber  of  trade  names  or  marks 
for  articles  the  patents  for  which  have  expired.  Among  the 
trade-marks  given  in  a  list  of  a  hundred  published  in  the 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  27,  1917,  were  such  wel^ 
known  names  as  lanoline,  eucaine,  ichthyol,  veronal,  euquinine, 
aristol,  dermatol,  pixjtargol,  and  xeroform.  Among  other 
reasons  why  no  steps  have  lii*hei-to  been  taken  to  challenge 
this  prolongation  of  patent  monopoly  may  be  mentioned  th^ 
aversion  to  enter  into  costly  lawsuits  for  the  public  benefit,  in 
which  the  Britisli  plaintiff  would  have  pitted  against  him  a 
wealthy  and  powerful  defence  association  of  German  manu- 
facturers, and  the  practical  surrender  to  Germany  of  fine 
chemicals.  The  dispensing  chemist's  interest  in  this  questioB 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  has,  at  expense  and  loss,  to  handle 
the  same  compound  under  several  names,  with  consequent 
needless  complication  of  business.  Of  the  remedies  proposed  for 
the  removal  of  this  anomaly  reference  is  made  to  the  sugges- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Edmund  White,  President  of  the  PhaB- 
maceutioal  Society,  in  a  i>aper  read  by  him  before  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Pharmacy  in  1913,  namely,  that  the  pro- 
prietary rifjhts  in  a  trade-mark  shoidd  cease  after  a  definite 
period,  and  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  register  a  trade- 
mark for  a  well-known  chemical  substance  used  in  medicine. 
As  regards  the  effect  of  the  war  on  patents,  designs,  and  trade- 
marks to  which  Germans  and  other  hostile  aliens  had  legal 
rights  in  this  country,  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been  given  powers 
under  a  special  Act  to  make  rules,  or  do  such  things  as  they 
might  deem  expedient,  for  avoiding  or  suspending  any  patent, 
or  granting  licences  to  use  patents  belonging  to  enemy  pro- 
prietors, and  also  to  avoid  or  suspend  the  regisrtration  of  enemy 
trade-marks.  In  the  exercise  of  these  powers  licences  have 
been  issued  for  the  manufacture  of  salvarsan,  acriflavine,  pro- 
flavine, adalin,  bromural,  and  novocaine.  Also,  the  following 
trade-marks  have  been  "avoided":  aspirin,  formamint,  glyoin. 
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lywjl,  metol,  sanatogen,  and  urotropm.  It  is  to  be  l'0P<-'d  t 
Briti0h  manufacturers  ^vill  not  miss  the  opportunity  still  fuither 
to  purge  the  register.  The  co^t  of  procedure  is  small,  and  those 
■who  have  a  knowledge  of  it  do  not  even  need  to  employ  solicitors, 
counsel,  or  patent,  agents.  "Avoided"  trademarks  _are  public 
property,  and  cannot  again  ibewnie  tlio  property  ot  any  par- 
ticiJar  person  or  persons.  The  only  conceivable  methods  by 
wliicJi  avoided  trade-marks  could  be  restored  to  their  lormer 
owners  woidd  be :— (1)  By  compensating  the  present  "seiis ;  (Z) 
through  a  "German"  peace— which  is  now  impossible;  (5)  by 
an  Aot  of  Parliament,  which  has  never  up  to  now  be«n  used 
for  a4)propriating  English  words  to  private  use;  and  (4)  by  non- 
use  of  the  words  by  the  public,  which  might  be  a  ground  lor 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  restore  the  names  to  the  Register  under 
Section  9.  Sub-Section  5.  On  this  account  it  is  desirable  to 
use  the  avoided  marks  as  freely  as  possible.  The  public  have 
before  now  slept  on  their  rights  and  lost  them,  iinally,  the 
■uggeation  is  made  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  take  ^icvs 
to  prevent  the  continuance,  by  means  of  registered  trade-marks, 
of  patent-monopolies  beyond  the  fourteen  years  fixed  by  the 
Statute  of  Monopolies,  and  also  that  an  official  list  should  be 
,ju'blished  of  marks  which  are  public  property. 


LONDON   COUNTY.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Pharmaceutical  Association  was 
held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  AV.C,  on  October  16,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Melhxjish  (President)  in  tlie  ohair.    Apologies  for  absence  were 
received  from  Messrs.  J.  Murison,  C.  H.  Siddle,  and  H.  Skinner. 
— Mr.  Shirtlifk  raised  the  question  of  the  surplus  stock  list, 
and  informed  the  Committee  that  the  Western  Association  had 
submitted  their  report  on  the  subject.    After  some  discuesion 
it  was  decided  to  urge  the  other  District  Associations  to  for- 
ward, as  soon  as  ipossiblo,  their  report  on  this  question  to  the 
Trade  Sub-Committee,  so  that  action  can  be  taken  without  delay. 
— 'Mr.  MiLNER  raised  a  question  on  the  distribution  of  sugar  to 
chemists,  and  during  the  discussion  it  was  found  that  the  Food 
Contix>l  Comanittees  of  the  respective  _  London  boroughs  held 
different  views  as  to  the  percentage  whidi  should  be  allotted  to 
chemists.    Opinion  was   expressed  that  no  doubt  uniformity 
would  be  secured  at  a  later  date.    Owing  to  an  oversight,  the 
Octolber  meeting  of  the  North  London  Association  had  been 
fixed  for  the  same  day  (October  25)  as  the  annual  meeting  for 
the  County,  but  as  the  notices  were  printed  for  the  North 
London    meeting,    the   Executive   decided    to   postpone  the 
annual  meeting   one  week — to  November  1 — so  that  all  mem- 
bers of  District  Associations  might    have    an  opportunity  to 
attend.    The  agenda  for  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  17, 
Bloomsbury  Square,  on  November  1,  1917,  was  prepared,  and 
the  various  items  agreed.    At  the  request  i  f  rhe  Executive,  Mr. 
Edmund  White  consented  to  address  the  mvttmg.    The  letter 
from  the  P]iarmaceutical  Society  giving  txpresiion  to  the  views 
of  the  Conference  of  Representatives  concerning  the  negotia- 
tions for  National  Health  Insurance  dispensing  terms  for  the 
year  1918  was  formally  received.    A  copy  of  this  letter  was 
circulated  to  London  members  upon  the  instructions  of  the 
President  of  tlie  Association,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
contents  should  receive  the  immediate  consideration  of  every 
London  membeir.    A  letter  on  the  siibject  from  Mr.  Skinner 
was  read,  and  after  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  whole  question  a 
vote  of  confidence  was  accorded  ncm.  con.  to  the  President,  and 
his  action  in  circulating  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  members  of  the 
London  Association  was  endorsed.    The  following  members  were 
elected   to  constitute    the    Election    Sub-Committee :— Messrs. 
Barnard,  Keith,  Matthews.  Shirtliff,  Breese.  Wing,  and  Sparks, 
together  with  the    President,    Vice-President,  and  Secretary 
{ex  offlcio).    The  report  of  the  Trade  Sub-Committee  dealing 
with  price  changes,  Erasmic  soap  bonus,  and  advance  in  price 
of  "  Cfemex "   sihamixio  powders  was   received  and  adopted. 
The  report  of  the  Organisation  Sub-Committee  was  receive-d  and 
adopted.    The  report  recommended  the  following  subject  for 
eimultaneous  discussion   by  the  District  Associations  for  the 
month  of  November:— "  Earlier  closing  and  the  necessity  for 
a  rota  system."    The  report  of  the  PharmBceutical  Insurance 
Sub-Committee  was  moved  by  the  Ch.mrman.  Mr.  G.  W.  Hat- 
field, and  adopted. 

MANCHESTER.— A  Committee  meeting  of  the  Mfiichesfer 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  was  held  on  October  11  at  the 
Metro  Ciife,  when  the  following  were  elected  honorary 
members:— Mr.  Wm.  Kirkby,  M.Sc.  Mr.  W.  Kirby.  Mr.  J. 
Woodhead.  A  w-hist  tournament  has  been  arranged  for  We<l- 
nesday,  November  21,  at  the  Clarion  Cafe.  Market  Street. 
Tickets  (including  refreslunents).  Is.  6d.  each,  can  be  obtained 
faom  the  Secretary,  W.  Abrams,  162,  ElizaJjpth  .Slreet 
Cnwi»:ani,  or  any  memlier  of  the  Of>mmittee. 


PLYMOUTH.  ^The  annual  meeting  of  the  Plymoutli  andl 

District  Association  of  Pliai'maoLste  was  hold  on  October  12. 
Appropriate  refei'onco  was  mado  to  the  recent  decease  of  Mr. 

E.  G.  Turiiey,  and  the  meeting  endorsed  the  sympathy  whicl, 
the  I'ltKsiDENT  had  expressed  to  his  relatives. — ^The  Treasceer'i- 
report  was  considered  satisfactory,  as  after  paying  all  expenses 
and  making  a  donation  of  £10  10s.  to  the  Orphan  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  a  credit  balance  of  £7  9b.  6id.  was 
shown,  A  scheme  of  study  for  pharmaceutical  students  at  the 
Technical  Soliools  day  classes  had  been  well  supported,  but 
owing  to  failure  to  obtjiin  tutoi-s  for  phaa-nxacjr  and  materia 
medicii  classes  in  these  two  subjeots  did  not  materialise. — Messrs. 

F.  E,  Turney  and  White  were  elected  '  members. — The  following 
office-bearei-s  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — Committee ; 
Messrs.  Anoliffe,  Barge,  Barratt,  Broom,  Davey,  Eslick,  Hodg« 
(Treasurer),  Maitland,  Park,  Perkins,  R.  F.  Roper,  Spear, 
Shelton,  F.  E.  Turney,  and  J.  D.  Turney.  Auditors:  Messrs 
H.  Vilbert  and  J.  D.  Turney.  A  donation  of  two  guineas  wot 
granted  to  the  funds  of  the  Devon  Plharma^icutical  Association. 
The  meeting  concluded  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.. 
Maitland,  the  President. 


SHEFFIELD. — A  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and" 
C'liemioal  Society  was  held  on  October  17,  Mr.  A.  H.  Ctilver- 
HOUSE  in  the  chair.    Four  members  and  three  associates  wera- 
elected.    A  short  discussion  on  methylated  spirit  sales  took  place. 
The  renewal  of  licences  for  same  was  considered  necessary,  andt 
members  advised  to  use  discretion  to  see  that  no  apirit  wa»- 
sold  for  burning  puiposes. — An  address  Iby  Mr.  J.  Batet,  Head- 
master of  the  Carter  Knowle  Schools,  on  "  Education,"  as  out- 
lined in  Mr.  Fisher's  Bill,  was  given  later  in  the  evening. — Mr. 
Batey,  in  a  clear  and  succinct  manner,  emphasised  the  im- 
portant i)oints  in  the  scheme,  and  members  emphatically  stated' 
that  they  had  never  had  a  more  enjoyable  evening. — Messrs. 
Austen,    Jackson,    Williams,    Haining,  Antcliffe.  and  others- 
took  pant  in  the  discu-ssion  which  followed,  and  on  the  motion- 
of  the  President  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the- 
lecturer.    A   i-esolution   supporting  Mr.   Fisher's  f5cheme  for' 
education  was  carried  unanimously. 


SOUTH-WESTERN.— A  meeting  of  the  South-West  London- 
As-sociation  was  hold  at  Lavender  Hill  on  Octobei-  16  at  8.30 ' 
p.m.,  Mr.  Gor,  President,  in  the  chair.    Three  now  members- 
were  elected,  one  being  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mills,  of  Dulwich.  Mattera 
of   early-closing.    Parliamentary    representation,  sugar  supply, 
B.  and  CP.  price-list,  etc.,  having  been  discussed,  Mr,  Hugo- 
Wolff  addressed  the  meeting  on  the    Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club,    He  opened  by  urging  the  need  of  such  a  body  in  phar- 
macy to  support  the  policy  of  the  parent  society,  and  to  tak«- 
independent  action  wlien  the  Council  was  unable  to  assist,  H& 
attributed  tlio  absence  of  success  in  trade  masters  to  faulty 
organisation.    He  strenuously  insisted  that  the  club  was  in  no- 
way inimical  to  the  Society,  despite  the  efforts  to  prove  the 
contrary  pursued  by  the  Society  through  the  columns  of  tho 
Journal  and  otherwise,  and  appealed  to  all  pharmacists  to  join 
at  onoe.    The  question  of  tKe  restriction  of  the  title  of  chemist 
to  other  bodies  was  discussed,  and  a  resolution  condemning  such 
a  policy  passed,  with  a  view  to  its  being  forwarded    to   the  • 
Societv. 


SUNDERLAND.— The  annual  mc>eting  of  the  Sunderland' 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  hold  on  October  18,  when  the 
followinig  officers  wore  re-elected; — President,  R.  Anderson; 
Vice-President,  W.  McLaren;  Hon.  Treasurer,  C.  Hodgson; 
Hon.  Secretary,  E.  R.  Cherrett,  A  donation  of  three  g^iineaa 
was  voted  to  'the  PharmiiccHltical  •Society's  Parliamentary 
Representation  Fund,  The  collecting  box  for  the  Benevolent 
Fund  was  opened,  the  contents  amounting  to  £2  10s.  The 
Treasurer's  balance-sheet  and  the  Secretary's  report  were  read" 
and  adopted, 

WALLASEY.— The  Walla-sey  pharmaoLsts,  who  this  year  have 
severed  themselves  from  the  Birkenhead  and  WiiTal  Association, 
opened  their  .session  on  October  17  -with  a  social  gathering,  held 
at  Now  Brig'hton,  under  the  cliaimianship  of  the  President,  Mr. 
Ernest  S,  Taylor,  In  spite  of  a  very  wet  night,  there  were  about 
forty  present,  including  Mr.  T,  Stephen  Jones,  President  of  the 
Birkenhead  As:-«)ciation,  Mr.  D.  H.  Evans,  Secretai-w  of  tht 
Liverpool  Association,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  their  Pre- 
sident, and  a  number  of  w  ell-kno^vn  Liverpool  and  Birkenheatf 
pharmacists.  .'V  musical  programme  was  rendered  by  Mr,  W,  J. 
Tajantyre  -wlio  acted  as  aooompanist,  the  President,  the  V  ice- 
President,  Mr.  C.  Wiherlv,  Mwssrs.  T.  Blair,  R.  F.  W.  RobitBO|n. 
J.  G.  Thompson,  and  J.  Wood.    A  humorous  topif-al  Tf,iit4-iloqwl' 
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lUalc^ue  by  Mr.  W.  Carter  was  greatly  appreciated,  as  was  also 
a  series  of  clever  oharacter  sketches  by  Mr.  Seriol  Forde. 


^fESTERN  OF  LONDON.— The  opening  meeting  of  the 
wiaiter  session  waa  held  at  the  Rewtaarant  Frascati  on  October 
18  at  3  p.m.,  Mr.  W.  E.  D.  Shiktliff  (President)  in  the  chair. 
—Mr.  C.  A.  Noble,  Vice-President,  reported  on  recent  meetings 
of  ti^  London  County  Executive  Cominittoe  and  the  London 
Pharmaceutioal  Committee,  and  a  discuasion  followed  upon  the 
su{^y  of  sugar  to  chemists  and  upon  the  necessity  of  foiining 
a.  rota  of  chemists  in  ea<Ji  district  to  carry  out  the  Insurance 
dispeneing  sei-^-ioe  after  8  p.m. — ^Thc  President  then  called 
upoa  Mr.  E.  T.  Neatheeco.^t,  Vioe-President  of  the  Phar- 
maoeuitical  Society,  to  addrese  the  meeting  on 

"  PaAEMAOEtJTICAL  POLITICS." 

In  introducing  the  speaker,  the  President  {referred  to  tiie 
probieons  and  difficulties  of  pharmacy  at  the  present  time,  and 
made  a  strong  appeal  for  unity  among  the  memibeirs  of  the 
Western  Phaxmaciflts'  A^ociation. — -Mr.    Neatheecoat  began 
by  referring  to  the  difficulties  under  which  pharmacists  had 
oarried  on  their  work,  and  expressed  the  behef  that  at  the  close 
of  the  waj  it  would  be  recognised  that  both  as  individuab  and 
in  their  oorpQra.te  capacity  phaxmacists  had  served  the  country 
well.    Speaking  of   the  new  tariff  proposals  which  had  now 
boea  settled  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  would  be  in 
vhe  hands  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  very  soon,  he  said 
that,  in  hia  opinion,  they  had  carried  out  the  objects  before 
tkem  in  framing  the  proposals.  Their  objects  had  been  to 
simplify  the  taritf,  to  remove  the  element  of  doubt  as  to  dis- 
pensing fees,  which  lhad  enabled  the  pricing  offices  to  "  water 
down  "  their  fwyments,  and  to  overcome  other  difficulties,  such 
ae  the  arrangements  for  rural  areas.    Direct  representation  of 
chemists  on  the  committees  of  pricing  bureaux  was  also  neces- 
sary.   The  alternative  set  of  proposals  which  had  been  put 
forward,  rather  late  in  the  day,  imfortunately,  would  be  seen 
on  careful  examination  to  iiold  out  no  more  than  the  original 
soheme.    A  scrutiny  of  the  basis  of  payment  and  other  portions 
of  the  alternative  scheme  would  reveal  weak  points,  and  in 
particular  a  lack  of  definition  in  the  conditions.    The  scheme 
of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  was  clearly  defined,  and 
contained  what  was,  to  his  mind,  the  great  gem,  a  just  allocation 
of  fees  for  dispensing.    The  L.A.E.  proposals  had  been  endorsed 
by  the  country,  and  it  was  a  grotestjue  travesty  of  the  facts  to 
aasert  that  they  had    not    been    properly    placed  before  the 
country,   or  that  the    minority    opinion    had  not  been  con- 
sidered.   He  did  not  claim  that  the  proposals  represented  com- 
pletely adequate  terms,  but  they  were  of  a  reasonable  oharacter, 
which,  he  felt  confident  they  could  justify  in  their  deahng.s 
with  the  Government  department.    Turning  to  the  new  organi- 
sation in  pharmacy,  Mr.  Neathercoat  said  that  he  could  appre- 
ciate a  club  of  a  social  character,  but  it  wits  a  totally  different 
ehmg  to  start  a  .social  club  and  then  dabble  in  matters  of  a 
politicai  nature^  and  set  up  more  or  less  openly  in  opposition 
to   the  existing  body.    The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the 
Local  ^Associations  had  done  good  work  for  many  years,  and 
he  did  not  see  that  an  outside  body  could  do  anything  that  could 
not  be  done  by  the  existing  organisations.    If  the  promoters 
of  the  new  club  were  out  to  do  good  for  pharmacy,  tney  could 
do  it  in  conjunction  with  the  official  body,  and  perhaps  as  a 
"ginger  group"   inside  the  Society  their  efforts  would  bo 
beneficial.    The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  records  and  tradi- 
tions behind   it;   the  men    in    the    new    movement  lacked 
♦'xperionce,  and  it  was  often  noted  that  the  ultra-democrat 
l<<-'  ^me  with  intTcase  of  experi<'nce  more  and  more  conservative. 
It  could  not  be  claimed  that  any  body  had  a  monopoly  of  pro- 
gressive ideas,  either  the  club  which  assumetl  that  name  or  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.    He  failed  to  see  that  the  club  had 
•^tablished  any  reason  for  its  exi.stence  apart  from  its  social 
aims.    It«  effoi-t«  had  had  the   regrettable  tendency    to  split 
the  forces  of  phannacy  iiA,  a  critical  time,  but  fortunately  had 
Ijcen  curtailed  oonsideinably,  and  jjrobably  no  dire  result  would 
^•nsue.    Ho  supported  the  remarks  of  the  President  that  after- 
noon in  urging  membera  to  remain  luiitcd  in  support  ot  their 
Aj»ociation.    Speaking  next  of  their  system  of  organisation, 
.Mr.  Nfathercoat  .said  that  he  thought  the  Local  A.ssociaticns 
Htecutive  would  bo  benefited  and  strengthened  if  they  could 
arrange  that  Pharmaceutical  Committees  and  Lof;al  Associations 
should  be  represented.    This  could  be  managed  by  a  series  of 
cbrtrict  mo<-tings,  and  would  give  the  effect  of  territorial  rejire- 
swntation  </n  the  L.A.E. ,  which  ho  thought  also  should  deal 
with  all  N.H.I,  matters.    He  would  like  to  see  the  Local 
.Vssociations  l>ecoirie  branches  of  tlie  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
their  executive  committees  should  be  electetl  on  the  ba.sis  of 
t'TTitorial  reprfKientation,  and  funds  ought  to  be  forthcxwriing 
tr.  proTida  »h«>rn  wiuh  paid  secretaries.    In  conclusion,  he  urged 


'his  ihearers  to  close  their  ranks  and  protect  their  intero<^ts.  They 
should  get  the  public  to  understand  that  pharmacists  are  the 
only  proper  people  to  dispense  prescriptions  and  deal  witk 
poisons  and  nieditanients. — The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  dis- 
cussion, reminded  members  tliat  early  in  the  year  the  Associa- 
tions had  been  asked  to  help  in  framing  profxwals  for  better 
terms,  but  no  help  had  been  then  fonthcoming  from  the  very 
people  wlio  :had  come  forward  at  the  last  moment  with  the 
alternative  scheme.  The  organisation  pro{X)6als  of  Mr.  Neather- 
coat would  need  thinking  over,  but  in  general  they  seemed  to 
merit  approval. — Mr.  A.  11.  Melhuish  emphasised  the  para- 
moiuit  necessity  of  going  slowly  in  aipproaching  Government 
depaitments.  He  appealed  to  tJie  "progressive"  elements  to- 
moderate  their  methods,  and  in  particular  protcste<l  against 
the  disparagement  of  prominent  men  in  pharmacy. — Mr.  J.  T. 
Barrett  defended  in  a  very  spirited  manner  th**  fx)ndon  Asso- 
ciations against  the  attempts  being  made  in  London  to  wreck 
their  organisation. — Mr.  Neathercoat  replied  briefly  to  the 
points  raised  in  the  discussion,  and  said  that  the  charge  tha<t  tho 
Society  did  not  consider  the  "man  in  the  street"  in  pharmacy 
was  one  which  could  not  be  sustained  to-day.  London  was  well 
served  at  the  present  time  by  its  leaders,  the  organisation  wa.^ 
sound,  and  it  was  high  time  that  tho  a.spersions  referred  to  by 
Messrs.  Melhuish  and  Barrett  should  be"  controverted  and  due 
credit  given  for  good  work. 

WEST  HAM.— The  first  meeting  of  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham,, 
and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Association  of  Pharmacists  vo  be- 
held at  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  took  place  on  October  18,. 
'Mr.  F.  W.  GwiNN  in  the  chair.  It  was  agreed  that  the  meetings  be- 
held at  the  club  till  the  end  of  the  year.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
Woolcock  relating  to  tho  adlvertisement  of  the  West  Ham 
Board  of  G<uardians,  and  as  it  was  felt  the  Council  had  not 
acted  as  the  Association  expected  it  to  do,  a  Sub-Committee  was 
formed  with  a  iview  to  joint  action  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Public  Pharmacists'  Association.  A  leader  in  The  Pharma- 
cruiical  Journal  of  October  15  was  severely  criticised  by  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick.  The  article  in  question  referred  to  the  repre- 
sentation o£  pharmacists  at  the  recent  Conference  which  met  to 
discuss  the  Local  Associations  Executive's  proposals,  and  in 
making-  comparisons  of  representation  the  article  stated  that 
West  Ham,  with  forty-four  panel  chemists,  had  two  representa- 
tives. Mr.  Kirkpatrick  said  that  West  Ham  consisted  of 
fifty-four  pharmacies,  conducted  by  fifty-four  pharmacists  for  the 
dispensing  of  medicines,  and  four  traders  who  were  supplying 
medicines  only.  He  claimed  that  the  statement  "  Why  should 
West  Ham  with  forty-four  panel  chemists  be  allowed  two  dele- 
gates?" was  grossly  misleading,  and  tihat  neither  pharmacy  nor- 
any  other  craft  could  withstand  the  destructive  influence  of  such- 
half-truths.  It  would  appear  impossible  for  the  writer  of  the 
article  not  to  have  been  aware  that  the  statement  referred  to- 
was  an  inaccuracy,  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Journal 
to  shut  the  cupboard  down  rather  than  distort  the  truth,  which 
one  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  in  this  case  had  been  done,  to 
the  advantage  of  whoever  was  responsible  for  in.spiring  the- 
article.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  also  maintained  that  if  the  figures 
were  obtained  from  the  Checking  Bureau  the  Superintendents 
should  have  known  the  precise  number  of  panel  phar- 
macies controlled  by  pharmacists  in  the  West  Ham 
area.  The  meeting  fully  endorsed  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's 
remarks,  and  it  was  agreed  an  emergency  meeting-  .should  be 
held,  if  necessary. — Mr.  Skinner  then  gave  a  most  interesting 
and  instructive  address  on  microbiology. — Messrs.  Bundle, 
SoPER,  and  Kirkpatrick  took  part  in  the  discussion  which  fol- 
lowed, and  a  vote  of  appreciation  and  thanks  was  accorded  to- 
Mr.  Skinner. — [Tho  West  Ham  figures  given  ii\  our  article  were 
a_bsolutely  correct.  Thoi-e  are  forty-four  names  on  the  panel 
list,  including  the  company  firms.  If,  however,  the  branches  of 
cornpany  chemists  an<l  other  firms  are  to  count  as  panel  chemists, 
entitled  to  representation  at  a  i)harmacists'  meeting,  then  the 
number  may  bo  increased  to  fifty-four.  The  figures  given  for 
other  areas  in  our  comparison  should  in  that  case  also  be- 
increased,  which  leaves  the  comparative  result  the  same. — 
Editor.  I 


Home-Grown  Drugs:  An  Object-Lessoa  in  Veterinary 
Medicine.— H.  Leeney,  M.R.C.V.S.,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Farmer  and  Stockbreeder,  relates  how,  on  his  suggestion, 
garden  thyme,  which  can  be  readily  cultivated,  was  used  as- 
a  substitute  foir  thymol  with  remarkable  sucoe.ss  for  the  treat- 
ment of  red  worms  in  horsies.  A  bunch  of  the  herbs  was  cut 
into  short  chaff  and  mixed  with  one  small  handful  of  sharps 
and  bran  and  given  to  the  horse,  which  after  a  few  trials  took 
the  mixture  quite  readily.  The  writer  points  out  that,  tesfr. 
English  lavender  and  peppermint,  thero  is  no  bcfttejr  climat<u 
tiia.n  ours  in  the  world  for  the  raising  of  a  number  of  staplfe- 
metiieinal  plants. 
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Exports  Prohibition. — Witili;  respect  to  the  Royal  Piroclamation 
of  October  4  on  tlie  prohibition  of  exports  to  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Norway,  and  Holland,  as  from  O'ctobeir  8,  it  is  officially  explained 
that  exporting  under  licence  may  continue,  although  with  the 
exception  of  the  shipment  of  coal,  licences  already  issued  for  tJie 
export  of  goods  to  the  above  countries  must  be  treated  as  pro- 
visionally suspended.  It  is  not  proposed  forthwith  to  refuse  all 
consideration  of  applications  for  the  granting  of  licences,  but 
exporters  are  advised  that  the  continuance  of  licensing  facilities 
must  not  be  counted  upon.  As  the  special  arrangements  hitherto 
in  force  for  the  export  of  goods  to  Sweden  are  now  withdrawn, 
that  country  is  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  Scan- 
dinavian nations  and  Holland.  This  Order  also  covers  articles 
consigned  by  parcel  post. 

The  Medical  Defence  Union,  4,  TrafaiLgar  Square,  London, 
W.C.  2,  has  issued  its  anruuial  ireport  .and  stiatemerut  of  acoounts 
for  1916  in  the  form  of  a  31-page  booklet.  It  contains  the 
report  of  the  Council,  in  which  satisfaction  is  ejcpressed  with 
tho  resiult  of  th«  year's  working.  Afllthou,gh  litigaition  has 
been  considerably  lessened  since  the  wiaj  commenced,  quite 
the  normal  nuanber  of  actions  tlireatened  have  been  dealt 
with  Those  threatened  actions  usually  fail  to  crystallise 
■when  the  solicitors  for  the  would-be  plaintiff  know  that 
tibe  defendant  praotition-or  has  the  support  of  the  Medical 
Defence  Union ;  the  mere  fact  of  a  letter  being  issued  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  person  demanding  compensation  is 
in  98  per  cent,  of  cases  sufficient  to  oause  the  collapse  of  tlie 
threatened  proceedings.  Speculative  eolicitors  appear  to 
have  a  wholesome  respect  for  tilie  Union's  weigiht. 

Venereal  Disease  Act  Administration.-  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  issued  a  circular-letter  to  the  Councils  of 
Counties  and  County  Boroughs  on  the  administration  of  the 
Venerea!  Disease  Act.  Local  authorities  are  reminded  that  an 
Order  of  the  Board  rendering  illegal  the  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  by  any  person  other  than  a  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner, in  any  area,  cannot  be  made  until  a  plan  far  the 
gratuitous  treatment  of  venereal  cases  in  that  area  has  been 
approved  by  the  Board,  and  is  in  actual  operation.  The  Board, 
therefore,  urge  Councils  whidh  are  proceeding  with  such  plana 
to  expedite  the  arrangements  for  completing  them.  The  Board 
add  that  an  Order  has  been  issued,  to  take  effect  on  November  1, 
whereby  the  provisions  of  the  Act  will  be  applied  to  fifteen 
counties  and  twenty -one  pounty  boroughs  which  have  fulfilled  the 
requirements  as  to  approved  gratuitous  treatment  of  venereal 
patients.  The  above  circular-letter  also  directs  attention  to  the 
Order  in  Council  of  April  27,  1917,  adding  "diachylon"  and 
other  oleates  of  lead  to  Part  I.  of  Schedule  A  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

After-War  Reconstruction  of  Chemical  Industry.— The 
Minister  of  Reconstruction  has  appointed  an  Advisory  Com- 
mittee to  aid  his  Department  in  devising  means  to  reorganise 
cliemioal  industry  after  the  war.  The  Committee  comprises  the 
following  members Sir  Keith  W.  Price  (Chairmaji),  Ministry 
ot  Munitions ;  Mr.  .John  Anderson,  Secretary  National  Insurance 
Commission  (Eng.),  attached  Ministry  of  Shipping;  Mr  J  F 
Brunner,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Charles  Carpenter,  D.Sc,  M.I.C.E.  ;  Pro- 
fessor J.  G.  Lawn,  Explosives  Department,  Ministry  of 
Munitions;  Sir  William  Pearce,  M.P.  ;  Mr.  K.  B.  Quinan, 
Lxplosjves  Supply  Department,  Ministry  of  Munitions; 
and  the  Right  Hon.  J.  W.  Wilson,  M.P.  Mr.  G.  C.  Small- 
wood,  Ministry  of  Munitions,  will  act  as  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Dr.  Addison  ihas  invited  the  Committee  to  keep  chiefly 
in  view  the  formation  of  an  organisation  which  shall  be  repre- 
^^i.tative  of  oil  sections  of  cbemioal  industi-y,  and  through 
which  it  may  be  enabled  to  continue  methodically  to  develop 
its  own_  resources  in  alliainr*  with  all  the  branches  and  sub- 
sidiary interests  of  the  industry. 

The  Chaos  in  Public  Health  Control.— Although  the  post- 
ponement until  after  the  present  Parliamentary  session  of  the 
pa-ojeoted  legislation  for  the  institution  of  a  Ministry  of  Health 
does  not  remove  the  subject  from  fclie  range  of  practical  politics, 
it  discounts  in  some  measure  the  immediate  interest  in  and 
significance  of  the  discussion  of  the  question.  But  there  is  still 
need  for  constant  watchfulness  on  tho  part  of  pharmacists,  lest 
any  of  the  proposals  on  the  tapis  should  prejudice  their  legal 
and  presc-riptive  rights.  In  outlining  a  scheme  for  the  structure 
and  functions  of  a  Mini.stry  of  Health,  a  writer  in  the  Man- 
ehrsffr  Guardian  of  October  17  advocates  amalgamation  of  the 
I/Oc-al  Government  Board,  the  Health  Insurance  Commission  for 
England  and  Wales  ("cured  of  its  sectional  strifes  and  bitter- 
nesses? ").  the  rna,ternity  and  Infant  welfare  functions  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  tbe  midwifery  functions  of  the  Privy 
Oouncil  Office.    This  is  subertantiallv  the  B.M.A.  scheme,  which 


niiglht,  or  might  not,  ensure  tho  objeet  in  view.  But  however 
little  cause  pharmax?ists  may  have  for  loving  the  National  Health 
Commissioners,  it  must  be  admitted  that  at  the  hands  of  that 
depiurtmcnt  they  Jiave  always  received  intelligent  and  sym- 
pathetic treatment,  and  on  the  whole  the  administrative  work 
of  the  Commission  has  been  done  efficiently  and  saAisfoctorily. 
(Consequently,  any  propo.sal  to  merge  it  in  a  theoretically  con- 
solidated, but,  nevertheless,  composite  Minisrtry  of  Health  should 
be  critically  and  carefully  oon.'^idered. 

Potassium  Compounds. — The  Minister  of  Munif;ions  has  issued 
tlie  following  Order  : — -1.  No  ijer.son  shall  as  from  October  18, 
until  further  notice,  offer  to  purchase,  purchase,  or  take  de- 
livery of  any  potassium  (xjmpounds  as  defined  in  Clause  3  hereof 
except  iinder  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  licence 
issued  on  behalf  of  tho  Minister  of  Munitions  by  the  Controller 
of  Potash  Production,  or  offer  to  eell,  sell,  supply,  or  deliver 
any  such  potas-sium  compounds  to  any  person  other  tihan  tho 
holder  of  sudh  a  licence  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
thereof ;  provided  that  no  .such  licenf;e  shall  'be  required  : — (a)  By 
the  Admiralty  or  War  Office ;  \b)  by  any  person  for  the  pur- 
chase and  delivery  of  pota^ium  compounds  in  quantities  not 
exceeding  in  weight  an  aggregate  of  3  lbs.  avoirdupois  during 
any  one  calendar  month.  2.  All  persons  shall  furnish  returns 
to  the  Controller  of  Potash  Pro^luction  at  the  times  and  in  tho 
matter  prescribed  by  him  of  ali  potassium  compounds  held  in 
stock  by  them  or  otherwise  under  their  control  or  manufactured, 
produced,  bought,  sold,  or  otherwise  dealt  in  by  them.  3.  The 
potassium  compounds  to  whicb  this  order  relates  are  caustic 
potash  (KOH),  chloride  or  muriate  of  pota.sh  (KCl),  carbonate 
of  potash  (KjOO,),  and  .sulphate  of  ix>tash  (K„SO,),  whethei- 
in  a  pure  or  in  a  commercial  form,  and  any  material  (other  than 
blast  furnace  dust  referred  to  in  the  Order  of  the  Minister  of 
Munitions  of  Augu.st  7,  1917)  of  which  more  than  10  per  cent, 
consists  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  above.  4.  All  applications  in 
reference  to  the  above  Order  to  be  addressed  to  The  Controller 
of  Potash  Production,  Ministry  of  IVFunitions,  117,  Piccadilly, 
W.  1.  

LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Hampshire.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  offices  of  tlie  Insurance  Committee, 
Winchester,  on  October  11,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Chairman,  presiding. 
The  minutes  of  the  nrevious  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
— The  Secretary  reported  that  the  arrangements  witb  regard 
to  the  supply  of  sera,  vaccines,  and  oxygen  had  been  put  on  a 
satisfactory  basis,  and  that  in  the  future  chemists  could  supjJy 
those  articles  wihen  ordered  on  N.H.I,  prescriptions.  The 
financial  report  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee 
was  read  and  approved.  The  rojwrt  of  the  Central  Checking 
Bureau  on  the  March  and  April  prescriptions  was  read,  and  a 
discussion  took  place  on  tho  Enquiry  Section  of  the  Central 
Checking  Bureau,  and  it  was  decided  to  accept  the  offer  made 
by  the  Executive  Committee.  P.S.  44  relating  to  Rural  Areas 
was  read,  and  the  representatives  were  instructed  to  take  the 
nec€S.sary  steps. 

Hereford. — Insurance  Committee. 

At  the  recent  Hereford  Insurance  Coanmittee  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  panel'  chemists' 
accounts  for  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  together  with 
the  balances  due,  totalling  in  all  £292  19s.  5d.,  bo  paid,  was 
agreed  to.  The  recommendation  of  a  sub-committee  that  panel 
practitioners  supplying  drugs  and  appliances  under  the  Medical 
Benefit  Regulations  bo  requested  to  forward  their  accounts  to 
the  Committee  as  often  as  convenient,  but  not  less  often  tlian 
every  three  months,  was  also  axiopted,  the  arrangement  to  be 
made  retivispcctive  to  July  1,  1917,  and  to  remain  in  force  for 
twelve  months  from  that  date. 

Portsmouth.— Pricing  of  Prescriptions. 

The  Insuiance  Committee  met  on  September  27,  when  the 
Finance  Committee  presented  a  report  of  the  Pricing  Committee 
showing  the  pricing  of  prescriptions  for  July,  1917,  to  have  been 
as  follows; — Number  of  .scripts,  8,158;  amount  allowed, 
£218  19s.  Id.  ;  cost  per  script,  6-44d.  The  payments  made  in 
advance  to  chemists  for  the  month  of  July  were  oonfirmed,  and 
it  wa^s  directed  that  tho  relative  l>alancing  payments  should  be 
made.  In  the  Medical  Benefit  Settlement,  1916,  a  sum  of 
£1,304  14s.  2d.  (being  the  whole  of  the  "  floating  sixpence  ")  was 
transferred  from  the  Drug  Fund  to  the  Practitioners'  Fund. 
The  amount  paid  to  chemists  on  the  commercial  tariff  was 
£3,062  10s.  6d.,  leaving  £1,856  6s.  Id.  still  due  to  the  Drug 
Fund,  of  which  £1,204  had  been  transferred  to  the  Practitioners' 
Fund,  as  stated,  leaving  only  £651  to  be  divided  amongst  the 
chemists. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thxtrsdat,  October  25,  1917. 

On  the  "whol«  busiii^ess  has  b&en  mucli  quieter  than  usual 
inquiry  has  not  been  so  brisk,  and  such  transactions  as  have 
iaken  place  have  been  of  smaU.  volume.    As  time  goes  on  we 
may  expect  business  to  become  more  and  more  restricted 
owing  to  a  varieity  of   causes,   such  as  a  tightening  up  of 
Govemmenit  control,  a  more  a«ut«  .shortage  of  supplies,  and 
a  continuance  of  the  rise  in  the  oost  of  oonnmodities.  An 
order  has  been  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Munitions  prohibit 
ing   dealings    (except    under    licencej    in    Caustic  Potasih, 
Potassium   Carbonate,    Potassium  ChJoiide,  and  Potassiium 
Sulphate,  "and  any  material    ...    of  which  more  tlhan 
10  per  cent,  consists  of  any  one  av  more  of  the  above."  Very 
Kbtle  Gaustdc,  Carbonate,  or  Chloride  of  lotash  lias  been 
available  for  some  time  past,  and  the  order  does  not  mate 
rially  affect  medicinal  chemicals,  since  it  does  not  apply  to 
such  compounds  as  Potassium  Bromide,  Potassium  Iodide,  etc 
Moreover,  no  licence  is  re<iuired  for  transactions  in  the  Potash 
compoTinds  mentioned  in  the  order  of  the  transaction  does 
not  exceed  3  lbs.    Rather  more  business  has  been  done  in 
Quinine,  and  the  price  is  higher,  buit  as  tMs  drug  is  under 
Govemiirenit  control  -tthe  likelihood  of  its  re^aching  anything 
iMke  the  price  it  might  do  in  an  unfettered  market  is  remote. 
The  increase  in  the  cos.t  of  luw  material  and  the  dwindling 
stocks  of  Quinine  are,  however,  factors  which  point  to  the 
probability  of  a  further  advance  in  price.    In  synthetic  drugis 
the  most  interesting  artide  is  Phenacetin,  the  value  of  which 
ihas  iallen  sub^Sbantia-Uy  in  the  United  States  in  face  of  com- 
petition between  manufatitiuei's  there  ;  the  value  here  has 
.steadily  declined,  and  there  seems  a  probability  that  this 
decline  has  not  yet  reaohed  its  limit.    Hexamine  is  dearer. 
Salicylates  are  srteady,  and  makers  are  better  able  to  meet  the 
demand.    In  heavy   chemicals  the  market  continues  fairly 
active. 


Higher. — ^Hexamine,  Quinine,  Ci-eam  of  Tartar,  Balsam 
Peru,  Balsam  Tolu,  Coiunarin,  Rosin,  Copper  Sulphate, 
Pnissiate  of  Soda,  Sal  Ammoniac,  Mace,  Turpentine. 

Firmer. — 'Hydroquinone,    Turmeaic,    Acetanilide,  Olovas, 
Bichromate  of  Poit(a.<A. 
Krtsier. — Phenolphthalein. 
Lower. — 'Plienacetin  (to  come  forwarflj. 

Acetanilide — ^Thei-e  has  been  a  larger  demand  this  week, 
and  price  has  advanced  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid — ^The  position  is  practicaJly  im- 
(4ian£;ed,  with  sellers  at  14s.  3d.  to  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Amidopyria. — Value  is  about  65s.  per  lb. 

Arrowroot. — A  fail-  business  has  been  done  in  St.  Vincent 
■  a  Sid.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu.— Dearer  at  2s.  8d.  wv  lb. 

Balsam  Peru — Dearer  at  19s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Benzoates. — ^There  are  offers  of  the  Sodium  Salt  at  12s.  to 
12..  6d.  per  lb. 

Borax. — Unchanged.    Ci-ystals,  37«. ;  powder,  38s.  per  cwt. 
Boric  Acid. — Unchanged.    Crj'stals,  62s.  ;  powder,  64s.  per 
'•  .vt. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — A  fair  business  Ihas  beeai  done,  and 
the  price  is  ternding  upwards. 

Camphor. — ^The  possition  is  extremely  firm,  with  a  possi- 
bility of  a  further  advance  in  jnioe. 

Cassia  Oil. — Firm  at  69.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  pef  cent. 

Capsicums. — At  the  Spi(«  Sales  Bombay  .sold  at  40s.  for  fair 
•'-d  and  yellowish  on  stalk. 

Citric  Acid. — Quiet  at  about  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Firm  on  basis  of  2s.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanaiibar. 

Coriander  Seed. — Firm  at  70s.  per  cwt. 

Coumarin. — ^Priw.  has  advanced  ,to  130s.  per  lb.  for 
and  llOs.  to  come  forward. 


Copper  Sulphate. — Firmer;  a  oonsideiiable  biLsiness  is  re- 
ported at  iKMninaUy  £67,  Liverpool. 

Cubebs. — Fiimly  held  for  £18  r)er  cwt. 
Cummin  Seed. — Va;lue  is  about  67s.  6d.  Iix>r  cwt. 
Cream  of  Tartar. — Again  deawr  at  317s.  for  98  per  cent. 
Foenugreek  Seed. — Value  is  about  43.s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Formaldehyde.-;— 125s.  ex  Livemjool. 

Ginger. — ^All  the  offerings  at  the  Spice  Sales  were  bougdit 

in. 

Gum  Arabic. — ^FUrm  at  .albout  85s,  per  cwt.  for  Soudan 
sorts. 

Gum  Benzoin. — Very  firm  for  all  varieties. 

Helio>tTopin. — Firm  at  32s.  per  lb.  for  spot  and  28s.  6d.  to 
come  forwiard. 

Hexaminie. — Dearer  at  a.bout  4s.  5d.  per  lib. 

Hydroquinone. — Fimer  at  about  lis.  9d.  per  lb. 

Mace. — Exi:irem©ly  high  prices  ,were  paid  at  the  Spice  Sales. 

Menthol. — Quiet  at  about  13s.  6d.  for  best  brands. 

Myrrh. — Very  firmly  held ;  fair,  slightly  blocky  sorts,  £10. 

Oils. — ^Oastor  Oil,  ordinary  £80,  Pharmaceutical  £88 ;  Coco- 
nut OH,  crude  £70,  ditto  refined  £85 ;  Cotton  Oil,  crude  £60, 
ditto  refined  Soap  Oil  £67,  ditto  refined  Edible  Oil  £75,  ditto 
American  refined  £95 ;  Linseed  Oil,  raw  £58,  ditto  boiled  £61, 
ditto  refined  £53 ;  Pabn  Kernel  Oil,  crude,  extracted  £51, 
ditto  crude  crushed  £52,  ditto  refined  £67 ;  Palm  OH,  un- 
bleached £44,  ditto  bleached  £50;  Rapeseed  Oil,  crude  £66, 
ditto  refined  £71,  ditto  edible  £81  Soya  Oil,  crude  £60,  ditto 
refined  £75.  All  the  foregoing  prices  are  for  oil  at  per  ton  net 
naked  ex  ship,  mill  or  warehouse  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Packages  may  be  charged  extra  at  current  market  rates,  but 
not  exceeding  £4  per  ton  on  the  oil  or  fat. 

Paraldehyde. — ^Firm  at  14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Firm  at  22s.    per   lb.    for  H.G.H.  and 

16s.  6d.  for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins.  Japanese  dementholised 
is  quiet  at  3s.  8d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Owing  mainly  to  comipetition  on  the  other 
s.ide,  price  to  come  forward  has  fallen  consideaiably,  there 
being  offers  at  a/s  low  as  33s.  per  lb. ;  'Uheffe  a^e  spot  offers  at 
52s. 

Phenolphthalein. — To  come  forward,  there  are  lower  offers. 
Pimento. — Sold  at  4s.  8d.  per  lb.  at  the  Spice  Sales. 
Podophyllum  Root. — Va;luie  is  about  90s.  to  92s.  6d. 
Potassium  Compounls. — The  order  issued  by  the  Ministeir 
of  Munitions  is  refen-ed  to  above. 

Prussiate  of  Soda. — ^The  demand  continues,  and  the  value 
has  again  advanced,  present  price  being  about  Is.  7d.  per  lb. 

Quinine, — A  distinct  upward  tendency  in  price  is  notice- 
able, and  WMle  as  much  as  36.  3d.  per  oz.  is  menitioned  in 
some  quarters,  a  more  general  qaiotatiom  is  about  3s.  per  oz, 
for  the  Sulplliate — usual  Continental  brands. 

Rosin. — Again  dearer  at  34s.  6d.  for  common  strained,  spot. 
Rubber. — ^Plantation  :  Standard  No.  1  crepe,  2s,  9d.  per  ib. ; 
hard  fine  Para,  3s.  5d. 

Saccharin. — While  forward  is  offered  at  prices  ranging 
from  31Qs,  to  360,s.  per  lb.,  aocordiing  to  probahle  date  of 
shipment,  spot  stuff  is  firmer,  from  400s.  to  410s.  per  lb, 
being  asked  for  550  strength. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Manufaoturers  have  advanced  their  prices 
by  £5  per  ton. 

Salicylates. — Steady  at  prices  last  quoted. 
Salol.— Steady  a<t  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Firm  on  basis  of  245s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 
Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Farm  at  4&.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship  " 
on  the  spat. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Value  is  aboait  2s.  lid.  per  lb.,  and  eujp- 
plies  are  scarcer. 

Turmeric. — ^The  upward  tendencj'  continues ;  Madras  finger, 
55s.,  with  biisiness  theireat. 

Turpentine, — Agiain  mudh  dearer,  with  a  large  business 
passing,    American  spot,  88s.  6d. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 


Mr.  William  Paterson  Evans,  wdio,  aa  reported  in  our  issue  for 
October  20,  has  been  appointed  chairmaji  of  diroctors  of  Messrs. 
Evans,  Sons,  Lfscker.  and  \V<'bb,  lAd.,  in  succession  to  liis 
brother,  the  late  Sir  Edwaid  Emnis,  weis  the  third  son  of  the 
late  Edward  Evans,  and  was  born  at  Roclderry,  in  1858,  and  for 
over  forty  years  has  taken  a  leacUng  part  in  tho  afiau-s  of  the 
liistoric  iirm,  with  workl-wide 
activities  and  connections,  over 
wliose  destinies  ho  now  presides. 
But  the  preoccupations  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  business  have  not 
prevented  him  from  shouldering  a 
heavy  share  of  public  work  alike 
in  pharmaceutical,  municipal,  and 
other  connections.  Like  his  de- 
parted brothers,  Mr.  John  J. 
Evans,  and  Sir  Edwaird  Evans, 
who  served  it  so  memorably  in 
that  capacity,  he  is  a  Past-Presi- 
dent of  the  Drug  Club  (1911),  and 
'his  iiiitimate  and  effective  practical 
interest  in  local  pharinaceutical 
affairs  ha.s  been  fruitfully  exem- 
plified by  hi®  forty  years'  member- 
ship of  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association,  which  he  joined  in 
1876,  when  ho  was  an  apprentice  in  his  father's  business,  and  he 
had  amply  earned  the  honour  of  the  Presidentship  of  that 
premier  English  A.seooiation  when  it  oame  to  him  in  1916,  and 
his  re-election  to  office  this  year,  so  far  froin  being  a  war-emer- 
gency measure,  is  a  spontaneous  a,nd  appropriate  r'ecognition  of 
the  conspicuous  ability  and  success  by  which  his  adminstration 
has  been  marked.  In  spite  of  adverse  war  conditions  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Association  is  higher,  and  its  vitality  more 
vigorous  than  for  many  years  past,  a  result  due  largely  to  the 
stimulating  initiati  ©  and  influence  of  its  popular  President, 
and  the  capable  and  enterprising  Executive  which  so  cordially 
oo-operates  with  him.  These  are  times  tliat  demand  uncommon 
dedications  of  service  to  and  sacrifices  for  our  country,  and 
parents  are  called  upon  to  give  hostages  to  the  Fatherland  as 
well  as  to  fortune.  Mr.  Evans's  two  surviving  sons  are  serving 
in  the  Army.  Captain  W.  Sandford  Evans,  of  the  Welsh  Regi- 
ment, came  through  the  retreat  from  Mons  in  1914  unscathed, 
but  was  somewhat  seriously  wounded  later,  and  Second-Lieut. 
Ernest  S.  Evans  is  in  the  3/4th  Cheshire  Regiment.  It  will  be 
the  sincere  wish  of  all  who  know  them,  and  their  father,  that 
■iihese  two  sons  who  are  so  gallantly  serving  tiheLr  country  may  be 
spared  to  their  family,  and  to  the  nation,  which  has  so  much 
■need  of  men  who  have  been  tried  and  proved  as  by  fire. 

Mr.  C.  Jenkins,  elder  son  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Jenkins,  pharmacist, 
Blenheim   House,  Haverfordwest,  has    bden   gazetted  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Flying  Corps.    Prior  to  joining  that 
■corps  Mr.  Jenkins  spent  eighteen  months  in  France  in  the 
Wireless  Section  of  the  Royal  Engineers. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Lindsay,  pharmacist,  Albert  Street,  Dundee,  who 
is  a  well-known  art  connoisseur,  has  presented  four  valuable 
pictures  to  the  Dundee  Municipal  Permanent  Collection.  Two 
of  these  are  by  Edwin  Alexander,  A.R.S.A.,  and  the  other  two 
'oy  William  Walls,  R.S.A.,  both  painters  of  distinction. 

Corporal  S.  F.  Broolis,  the  only  son  of  Alderman  J.  Brooks, 
after  two  and  a  half  years'  active  service  abroad,  has  been 
recommended  for  a  commission  whilst  out  in  Egypt,  and  is  now 
in  a  cadet  school  at  Cairo.  He  came  home  from  Chili  in 
"February,  1915,  and  rejoined  his  old  regiment,  the  Middlesex 
Yeomanry.  Ho  has  seen  active  service  at  Gallipoli,  Salonika, 
and  Egypt. 

Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  writing  in  reference  to  the  article  on 
Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  F.  Harrison,  C.M.G.  (P.J.,  October  6, 
1917,  p.  156),  which  states  that  the  "  tests  proposed  by  him 
■fHarrison)  for  the  diastasic  strength  of  extract  of  malt  are 
now  in  goneial  use,  as  the  best  and  most  reliable  hitherto  dis- 
■oovered  for  the  purpose,"  explains  that,  "  whilst  it  is  true 
that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison  proposed  the  test  in  the  sense 
u  J  adaptively  modified  the  analytical  technique  of  the 
method,  the  methofl  itself,  which  in  principle  was  the  same  as 
ithat  published  by  Harrison  and  Gair,  was  devised  by  me  and 
oommunioated  to  Burroughs,  Wellcome  and  Co.  in  December 
1898,  for  use  in  their  analytical  laboratories." 

Miss  Louisa  Staramwitz,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  died 
on  October  8,  1916.  bequeathed  £100  to  the  Benevolent  Fund 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  sum  has  recently  been 
paid  into  the  accounts  of  the  Fund.  This  act  of  beneficence 
finely  m  keeping  with  the  late  Mi.ss  Stammwitz'.i  long  and 
•Joyal  connection  with  the  Society,  and  active  and  enlightened 


interest  in  all  its  aflairs.  In  our  obituary  notice  {P.J.,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1916,  p.  382)  reference  was  made  to  the  historic  fact 
that  Miss  Stammwitz  was  a  pioneer  of  the  women  pharmacist 
movement,  and  that  her  caise  formed  the  nodus  of  the 
controversy  as  to  the  admission  of  women  to  full  membership 
of  the  Society  which  caused  some  commotion  between  1877  and 
1884.  Miss  Stammwitz  always  cherished  a  lively  sense  of  grati- 
tude to  the  memory  of  the  late  Robert  H&>npson  who,  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  c'oqiiently  advocated  the  women's 
cause,  and  to  the  late  Dr.  Muter,  wlio  gave  female  students  of 
phiiiniaey  every  possible  help  and  encouragement. 


DEATHS. 

Holden. — ^On  October  20,  suddefnly,  from  cerebral  hfeinorrhage, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  of  Messrs.  Fairchild  Brothers  and  Foster, 
New  York  and  London.  Aged  57.  Mr.  Holden,  who  had  been 
a  repres3nt«i.tive  of  this  widely- 
known  and  ri'presentative  firm  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  oame  to 
England  as  European  manager  for 
it  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  the 
development  and  extension  of  the 
European  interests  and  activities  of 
the  business  owed  much  to  his  un- 
common capacity  as  an  organiser 
with  original  and  progressive 
ideas  and  methods.  To  pharma- 
cists his  name  was  familiar  as  that 
of  the  Secretary,  since  its  forma- 
tion, of  the  Committee  of  Tinistees 
for  the  Fairchild  Scholarship  and 
Prizes,  which  have  proved  of  such 
signal  service  to  promising  and 
diligent  students  of  pharmacy  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  To  the  late 
Mr.  Holden  the  duties  of  that  position  were  a  labour  of  love, 
and  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  coming  into  contact  with  him 
in  that  or  other  relations  will  always  remember  him  as  a  man 
of  .singfular  strength  and  chai-m  of  character,  who  was  the  soul 
of  honour  alike  in  business  and  in  all  of  the  many  sides  of  life 
which  he  touched  and  enriched  both  by  his  precept  and  practice. 

Dnncalf. — On  October  13,  at  104,  Prestbury  Road,  Maccles- 
field, Thomas  Henry  Duncalf,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  65. 

Dobson, — On  October  15,  at  25,  High  Street,  Skipton,  Thomas 
Henry  Dobson,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  69. 

Northam.  -On  October  17,  at  19,  St.  Bride  Street,  E.C.,  W.  E. 
Northam.  Mr.  Northam  died  suddenly  through  heart  failure  at 
the  offices  of  the  American  Commerce  Co.,  Limited,  with  wboBi 
he  hfld  been  connected  for  nineteen  years. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Corporal  Charles  Daniel,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Geo.  Daniel, 

phai-maoist,  272,  High  Road,  Wood  Green,  N.,  died  on  Seip- 
tember  23  last  from  wounds  received  while  serving  in  Gal]ip<JK 
witJi  the  3rd  City  of  London  Royal  FusiUers. 

Lieutenant  Fred  Dickinson,  eldest  son  of  Councillor  D.  Dickin- 
son, President  of  Blackpool  Tradesmen's  Association,  has  been 
severely  wounded  while  in  action  in  France.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  as  a  chemist  with  ex-Councillor  John  Laurie,  of 
Lytham  Rd.,  South  Shore. 

Lieut.  F.  Jatcham,  Royal  Engineers  (Special  Corps),  a  well- 
known  student  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  the  Principal  of  which  is  Mr.  David 
Williams,  has  just  been  wounded.  WTiile  at  the  College  he  won 
the  silver  medal,  passed  the  Qualifying  Examination,  and  was 
proceetling  to  higher  qualification  when  the  war  broke  out. 

D.  R.  Williams,  R.A.M.C.,  formerly  an  apprentice  with  Mr. 
D.  A.  Bryan,  pharmacist,  Ponmaenmawr,  has  l>een  killed  in 
action.  He  had  been  recommended  by  his  colonel  for  a  commis- 
sion. 

Second-Lieut.  R.  M.  Shaw.  2iid  Royal  Fusiliei-s  (chemist  and 
druggist),  was  wounded  in  the  abdomen  on  October  9,  and  is 
now  in  hospital  at  Plymouth.  He  was  formerly  representa- 
tive for  Mr.  C.  F.  Thackray,  manufacturing  chemist,  Leeds, 
and  is  a  brother  of  Mr.  Granville  Shaw,  pharmaoeatiaal 
chemist,  of  Manchester.  He  was  for  twelve  months  attached 
tjO  the  Chemists'  Section  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  and  came 
home  to  take  his  commission.  Lieutenant  Shaw  has  tw« 
brother."!  in  infantry  regiments,  each  of  whom  has  been 
wounded,  one  in  Gallipoli  and  the  other  in  France.  His 
eldest  brother,  a  marine  chief  engineer,  has  been  interiMd  in 
Ruhleben  f?incc  the  cntbrcuk  of  war. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
Mr.  H.  Skinner  Explains- 

In  reply  to  the  interrogative  remajks  at  Leeds  anent  myself, 
I  feel  that  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  Mr.  Sargeant  is  quite 
right  in  his  statement  that  I  never  complained  at  any  of  the 
•ommittee  meetings  he  mentioned.  Opinions  may  differ  on 
the  matter  to  which  he  referred,  but  I  have  never  yet  con- 
aidered  that  any  personal  differences  with  recognised  authori- 
ties should  interfere  or  even  be  introduced  into  the  Council 
«r  its  committees.  So  far,  I  have  tried,  and  I  hope  to  con- 
tinue trying,  to  mould  ptoljcy  in  what  I  think  to  be  the  right 
direction,  and  to  do  it  in  an  open  and  public  manner.  For 
that  reason  I  accept  criticism  and  try  to  benefit  by  it.  This 
n  my  conception  of  representation.  My  outside  activity,  noisy 
•r  otherwise,  is  conceived  for  the  purpose  of  creating  public 
opinion,  and  not  until  that  opinion  is  ripe  does  statesmanship 
•equire  action. 

London,  N.,  October  20,  1917.  Heebebt  Skinner. 


Alterations  in  the  Prices  of  Proprietaries. — Tlie 
S.V.M.  Licence. 

I  wish,  to  support  the  suggestion  made  by  Plymouth  and 
District  Pharmacists'  Association  as  to  the  "alterations  in  the 
price  of  proprietaries."  The  present  manner  of  notification 
leads  not  only  to  confusion,  but  suspicion  in  the  public  mind, 
■which  in  no  way  tends  to  the  "advancement  of  pharmacy." 
Another  matter  on  whioh  we  need  further  enlightenment  is  the 
<lue3tion  of  methylat<^d  Spirit.  Many  pharmacists  have  only 
small  quantities  on  hand,  yet  must,  as  far  as  we  know,  pay  for 
the  licence  in  order  to  sell  out  their  stock.  As  we  cannot 
obtain  more  spirit,  we  lose  financially.  Why  should  it  be 
necessary  to  pay  for  a  licence  for  something  we  cannot  obtain? 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  the  Society  Should  make  more  use  of 
4ho  Journal.  R.  Challener. 

St.  Helen's,  October  22,  1917. 

[See  "  Pharmaceutical  Service  Bulletins,"  p.  191.— Editor.] 


I  would  like  to  endorse  the  suggestion  of  the  Plymouth  and 
District  Association,  which,  if  acted  upon,  would  prove  of  real 
Talue,  especially  to  country  pharmacists,  and  the  usefulness  of 
the  Journal  would  be  materially  increased. 

W.  R.  Girling, 
Hon.  Sec.,  Isle  of  Ely  Association  of  Pharmacists. 
Wisbech,  October -22,  1917. 

The  Case  of  Non- Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

W.  Greenfield  {P.J.,  October  13,  p.  177)  has  introduced  to 
pharmacy  a  new  class  of  interests — the  non-proprietor  pliar- 
:«iacist8.  In  the  course  of  has  letter  he  declares  his  manifesto 
<o  be  the  outcome  of  the  collective  tkouffht  and  judgment  of  a 
group  of  men  already  identified  with  such  an  enterprise.  I  am 
keenly  interested  in  the  present  stage  of  pharmaceutical  poUtics, 
and  I  would  ask  your  correspondent  where  are  the  qualified 
men  who  are  subjected  to  grievous  injustice  and  crushed  into 
silence  by  l)he  incidence  of  the  power  of  capital?  How  docs 
ke  claim  that  this  oppressed  body  of  men  constitute  the  real 
pharmaceutical  democracy  of  to-day?  Higher  rates  of  pay  for 
Inrurance  work  are  demanded  by  all  of  us,  hut  how  can  he  make 
•nt  that  the  Council  muat  by  rosolution  proclaim  a  minimum 
MAe  of  pay  for  all  engaged  on  Insurance  dispensing  and  to 
prescribe  that  rate  of  pay  as  a  term  of  the  agreement  between 
ih«  contracting  parties?  In  the  first  place,  the  Council  possess 
BO  such  powers  for  bargaining ;  and,  secondly,  unless  a  phar- 
macist is  engaged  solely  in  Insurance  dispensing,  no  such  pro- 
posed tenna  could  be  worked  into  the  contract.  Increased 
aemuneration  for  Insurance  dispensing  can  only  be  brought 
about  by  the  increa.sed  activity  in  thought  and  action  of  Local 
A«ociations.  Until  the  members  of  these  organisations  bestir 
fhemaelves  and  manifest  more  real  and  live  interest  in  their 
•ailing  proper,  rather  than  slavish  and  selfish  adherence  to  their 
•wn  dear  selves,  no  progress  can  bo  made.  If  your  correspon- 
dent reviews  the  situation  he  will  clearly  realise  that  the  non- 
proprietor  pharmacist  is,  and  we  hope  will  long  remain,  a 
■«gligible  quantity.  I  estimate  that  90  per  cent,  of  journeymen 
pharmacists  of  to-day  are  the  prospective  masters  of  to-morrow. 
And  they  are  certainly  not  to  be  crushed  out  by  the  oppressive 
■po-ww  at  capital,  aa  .your  correspondent  so  faint-heartedly 
raggeatfl.  It  is  questionable  if  any  other  calling  presents  such 
ieatuf""  r>j>  (\'it-<t  riharro=uiv  in  this  reioect.    I  cu:te  appreciate 


Mr.  Greenfield's  individual  podnt  of  view,  but  he  myivA,  not 
gratuitously  assume  that  the  non-proprietor  pliarmaoi.st  con- 
stitutes the  real  pbayrmaoeutical  democracy  of  to-day.  That  >• 
an  error. 

Bodwas,  Mon.,  October  15,  1917.  F.  Clarke. 

The  Newcastle  Delegates  to  the  Central  Conference- 

Now  that  the  cards  are  being  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  i» 
evidently  the  desire  of  the  writer  of  the  leader  on  "  Representa- 
tion "  [P. J.,  October  13,  p.  170)  to  achieve  absolute  accuracy, 
we  should  like  to  give  him  another  item  to  add  to  Jiia  debit 
side  (that  is,  not  the  L.A.E.).  At  the  Newcastle  meeting  of 
delegates  representing  the  N.E.  pricing  area,  it  was  proposed 
that,  instead  of  the  3'5d.  fee  suggested  by  the  L.A.E.,  it  should 
be  4d.,  but  an  amendment  that  it  should  be  3'5d.  plus  the  estab- 
lishment charge  of  I'ld.,  making  it  4"6d.,  was  carried 
unanimously.  Three  delegates  were  elected  to  attend 
the  Central  Conference,  at  which  they  did  not  voic* 
the  verdict  of  the  area  whioh  sent  them,  since,  ac- 
cording to  the  official  report  [P.J.,  September  22,  p. 
135)  they  did  not  vote  against  the  3'5d.,  and,  failing  to 
do  so,  they  absolutely  misrepresented  those  they  were  elected 
to  represent.  If  the  delegates  at  other  district  meetings  were 
mesmerised  as  ours  were  at  the  Conference,  is  there  any  wonder 
that  the  panel  chemists  of  the  country  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  terms  whioh  the  L.A.E.  propose?  We  are  confident 
they  are  not.  To  be  in  the  minority  does  not  prove  that  you 
are  wi'ong.  For  example,  let  us  remind  you  of  Scotland,  which 
stood  out,  and  was  victorious. 

Edgar  M.  Chapman, 

Geo.  Whitfield 
Delegates  from  N.  Riding  of  Yorkshire  at  District 
Meeting  at  Newcastle. 
Scarborough.  October  16,  1917. 


Notes  on  Isle  of  Wight  Bee  Disease. 

Much  of  the  ground  sketched  out  by  Mr.  James  McLanaohan 
for  the  eradication  of  Microsporidiosis  of  bees,  or  Isle  of  Wight 
bee  disease,  has  already  been  covered  by  the  bacteriologists  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Very  searching  examinations  into 
the  causes  of  this  disease  have  been  made  during  the  last  ten 
year.s  or  so.  A  leaflet  numibered  253  ha.s  been  issued  by  the 
aibove  Board,  and  is  undoubtedly  a  most  valuable  treatise  on 
the  subject.  ;These  invesltiga<tor8  attribute  the  cause  to  a 
microscopic  animal  parasite  existing  in  the  walls  of  the  chyle- 
stomach  and  intestine  of  the  bee.  This  protozoon  has  been 
given  tihe  name  of  Nosema  Ap>is,  Zand,  and  consists  of  a  single 
cell,  bearing  very  much  the  same  relation  to  the  higher  forms 
of  animal  life  that  a  bacillus  bears  to  the  higher  forms  of 
plant  life.  A  full  description  of  the  Nosema  Apis  is  given  in 
the  above-mentioned  leaflet,  its  life  history,  the  different  symp- 
toms and  stages  of  the  disease,  its  prevention,  and  theories  as 
to  the  probable  source  of  infection.  This  leaflet  was  published 
some  time  before  the  war  broke  out,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  most  bee-keepers  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  Many 
remedies  ha,ve  been  tried,  as  Mr.  McLanaohan  .states,  but  with 
little  .success.  The  most  recent  treatment  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  supplying  to  bee-keepers  a  form  of  medicated 
sugar.  There  is  one  large  apiary  in  this  neighbourhood  under 
the  charge  of  a  specialist.  He  has  given  me  some  interesting 
notes  in  respect  of  this  disease.  He  states  that  the  disease 
makes  its  appearance  after  a  spell  of  cold  wet  weather;  that  u, 
few  warm  sunny  days  will  cure  those  bees  which  are  in  the 
first  stages  of  infection.  From  this  observation  one  is  inclined 
to  think  that  the  disease  is  of  bacterial  in.stead  of  animal 
origin.  However,  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the  bee,  being  an 
insect  which  must  have  warmth  and  sunshine,  a  long  pyerioti 
of  cold  and  damp  weather  is  prejudicial  to  its  health.  In  a 
short  time  it  becomes  feeble  and  debilitated,  just  like  tht? 
himnan  being  under  similar  conditions,  and  is  liable  to  attacks 
of  dysentery  and  j>aralysis,  whic4i  finally  end  in  its  death. 
There  is  a  peculiar  custom,  which  is  worth  recording,  prevalent 
in  the  South  of  Scotland,  viz.,  that  bee-keepers  allowed  their 
charges  a  modicum  of  spiritus  frunienti  in  the  syrup  with 
vvliioh  they  were  fed.  Questioned  on  the  reason  this  was  done, 
the  answer  waa  that  the  bees  wrought  hard  and  needed  it,  and 
if  thoy  did  not  get  it  they  would  all  die  during  the  winter. 
Probably  the  whole  secret  of  the  prevention  of  this  disease  lies 
in  a  more  warm  and  dry  situation  for  the  hives,  such  as  having 
them  in  a  Ihouse  that  can  be  kept  at  a  moderate  temperature 
<kiring  winter  and  free  from  dampness  and  frost.  The  exjxjaed 
w.iy  in  which  hives  are  kept  seems  to  me  as  courting  disaster. 
The  disease  is  not  confined  to  this  country,  but  is  prevalent  on 
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the  Oontinont  and  in  Australia.    Speaking  for  the  Isle  of  Wig-lit, 
nearly  all  the  bees  died  some  twelve  years  ago  with  this  disea.-e, 
but  new  broods  have  been  imported,  and  the  industry  is  now 
reoovering  itself  again. 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  Octobex  23,  1917     D.  F.  Ritchie. 


Dental  Chemists  and  Inipen(!ing  Legislation. 

Among  the  many  critical  i;hanges  that  are  imminent,  the  jiro- 
po.sed  legislation  for  the  regulation  of  dental  prac^tioo  closely 
ooncerns  the  rigihts  and  interests  of  pha.rmacisits  engaged  in 
this  line,  with  whioh  they  have  so  long  been  identified,  whether 
as  simple  extractors  of  teeth  in  the  back-shop,  as  registered 
dental  surgeons,  or  as  progressive,  up-to-date  dental  phar- 
macists, ca,rrying  on  all  branches  of  practice.  The  recent  trend 
of  ovonts  is  fraught  with  menace  to  this  prescriptive  right  of 
practice,  and  it  is  certain  that  with  the  present  generation  the 
race  of  the  dental  pharmacist  will  become  extinct.  The  greatest 
immediate  danger  is  that  pliarmaeists  who  have  coupled  dentistry 
with  pharmaceutical  business  may  be  legislatively  divorced  from 
the  former,  texte  the  last  draft  Dental  BiC.  Not  only  would 
tliis  inflict  gross  injustice  on  dental  phannacists,  but  it  would  be 
at  variance  with  all  precedent,  as  witness  the  following  pi'o- 
visions  in  the  Dentists  Act,  1878  : — "  Qualifications  Necessary  for 
Registration. — Any  person  is  entitled  to  be  registered  under  the 
Dentists  Act  who  .  .  .  at  the  pas.sing  of  tihe  Act  is  bona  fide 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  or  dental  isurgery,  either 
.sei)arately  or  in  conjunction  with  the  practice  of  medical 
surgery,  or  pharmacy."  As  a  professional  man,  with  a  profes- 
sional sense  of  responsibility  and  honour,  the  dental  pharmacist 
is  less  likely  to  extract  teeth — that  might  be  oonser\-ed — for  the 
express  purpose  of  .S'upplying  artificial  sets,  than  the  ordinary 
unregistered  class,  who  practise  dentistry  2>fi7'  se.  Another  con- 
sideration is  that  by  abolishing  the  dental  pharmacist  many 
districts  would  be  deprived  of  a  practitioner  who  could  not 
make  a  living  in  the  locality  solely  from  dental  work.  Now  that 
we  dental  pharmacists  are  approaching  the  decisive  turning- 
point  of  the  struggle,  it  is  incumbent  on  all  of  us  who  are 
eligible,  if  we  would  effectively  defend  and  perpetuate  our 
rights  and  make  our  practice  secure,  to  ally  ourselves  right 
now  with  the  only  organisation  that  directly  and  exclusively 
represents  our  interests  and  claims,  namely,  the  Chemists' 
Dental  Society. 

Kimbolton,  Hants,  October  22,  1917.     Hekrt  .T.  Morgan. 


An  Appreciation  from  the  Front. 

J.  A.  Natlob,  R.A.M.C,  in  a  letter  from  the  front,  .says:— 
I  must  write  and  express  my  appreciation  and  offer  my  thanks 
for  the  way  you  have  forwairded  me  The  PharmnceuHcal 
Journal  since  I  joined  the  C'oloure  in  1915.  I  have  receiieo  it 
every  week,  both  in  Franco  and  Salonika,  and  I  spend  many 
hours  peiTusing  its  page-s.  It  keeips  on©  in  touch  with  the 
good  old  "  civvy  "  life. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Pharmacists  in  tlie  Army  (W.  R.— 220/27).— A  committee  of 
representatives  of  the  Society  and  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment is  now  sitting  for  consideration  of  the  matter. 

Dill  Sugar  (W.  H.  T.— 220/25).— We  have  no  formula  for  a 
dill  sugar,  but  we  auggest  0-.  Anethi,  10  minims:  calcined 
magnesia,  light,  60  grs.  ;   powdered  white  sugar  to  1  oz. 

Sale  of  Methylated  Spirit  (F.  M.— 220/32).— See  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Service  B'ulletins  "  in  this  issue  (page  191).  The  use  of 
methylated  spirit  for  compounding  for  sale  would  probably 
require  a  licence  or  permit. 

Sale  of  Methylated  Spirit  (.J.  T.  E.— 220/29).— It  is  illegal 
to  receive  methylated  spirit  for  any  purpose  involving  a  sale 
without  a  licence  or  permit,  but  no  licence  is  lequired  to  sell 
methylated  liniment. 

Books  on  Cod  Liver  Oil  (H.  W.  B.— 220/22)  —You  w;ll  get 
much  information  as  bo  the  manufacture  of  cod  liver  oil  in 
Lewkowitsch's  'Oils,  Fats,  and  Waxes.'  There  is  also  'Cod 
Liver  OO  and  Chemistry,'  by  F.  P.  Moller. 

Dark  Oak"  Stain  (W.  E.  R.— 220/17).— We  are  unable  to 
submit  your  sample  to  analysis,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  one  of  tho  aniline  dyes— namely,  Bismarck  brown. 
It  may,  however,  be  a  mixture  of  that  and  another.  You  might 
compsire  it  with  a  sample  of  Bismarck  brown. 

Sale  of  Lin.  Camph.  Co.  (G.  A.— 220/51).— Although  Lin. 
(./'amph.  ('o.  is  not  included  in  the  Scheduleof  Poisons,  inasmuch 
as  it  contains  nwre  than  5  per  cent,  of  ammonia  by  weight,  it  is 


subject  to  Privy  Council  Orders  and  Regulations,  whereby 
liquid  substances  to  which  Section  5  applies  shall  not  be 
riclivered  or  .sent  out  except  in  bottles  or  other  containers  ren- 
dered distinguishable  by  touch  from  ordinary  bottles  or  con- 
tainers. 

Removal  of  Marking  Ink  Stains  (J.  S. — 220/31). — Immerse 

tho  stained  i)arts  of  the  fal)iic  in  a  solution  of  sodium  hypo- 
sulphite for  some  time,  then  wash  thoroughly  and  immerse 
in  a  weak  solution  of  chlorinated  lime,  and  finally  in  solution 
of  acetic  or  citric  acid  in  water.  If  this  fails,  try  the  effect 
of  treatment  with  a  strong  solution  of  zinc  sulphate,  and  then 
touch  with  a  j)iece  of  metallic  zinc,  or  sprinkle  with  pow- 
dered zinc,  afterwards  washing.  When  the  composition  of  the 
ink  causing  the  stains  is  Unknown,  it  is  impossible  to  suggest 
a  remedy  that  will  act  with  certainty. 

Deodorising  Oils  (R.  W.  B. — 220/22). — Ozone  in  conjunction 
with  a  hypochlorite  solution  is  an  example  of  the  many  patented 
processes  for  deodorising  fats.  So  also  is  tho  process  of  con- 
tinuously agitating  the  oil  with  a  dilute  solution  of  a  sulphide, 
sulphite,  or  hypochlorite  (preiferably  tho  hypochlorite  of  mag- 
nesium), and  finally  washing  with  water;  another  method 
effects  deodorisation  Iby  subjecting  the  oil  to  the  simultaneous 
action  of  steam  at  108^-110°  C,  and  of  a  saturated  solution  of 
alum  or  alum.inium  Lsulphato.  The  oil  is  kept  at  a  temperature 
of  about  10°  C.  until  the  sediment  deposits,  after  which  the 
clear  upper  layer  is  witlidrawn.  Treatment  with  animal  char- 
coal at  a  moderate  temperature  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  20 
is  also  recommended 

Fire  Extinguishers  (R.  C.  H.— 220/21).— (1)  Common  salt, 
20  lbs. ;  ammonium  chloride,  10  lbs.  For  use,  the  mixture  is 
dissolved  in  6^  gaHons  of  water.  (2)  Sodium  carbonate,  8  lbs.; 
alum,  4  lbs. ;  borax,  3  lbs.  ;  ipotassium  carbonate,  1  lb. ;  sodium 
silicate  solution,  24  lbs.;  mix;  li  lbs.  of  this  mixture  is  added 
to  each  gallon  of  water  when  required  for  use.  (3)  Calcium 
chloride,  15;  sodium  chloride,  5;  dissolve  in  sufiBcient  water 
to  make  100.  A  patented  powder,  used  by  simply  throwing 
over  the  object  ignited,  consists  of: — Potassium  sulphate,  10; 
potassium  bicarbonate,  50;  calcium  phosphate,  25;  siilica,  10: 
ferruginous  earth,  5.  One  of  the  most  effective  solutions  that 
can  be  used  (for  Ithis  purpose  is  a  solution  of  a  mixture  of 
sodium  sulphite  and  ammonium  chloride  in  molecular  pro- 
portions. When  this  is  thrown  upon  a  hot  fire,  sulphur  dioxide- 
and  ammonia  are  sot  free  and  smother  the  combustion,  while 
the  remaining  combustible  gets  coated  with  a  glaze  of  common 
salt 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine  (161/4).— Maker* T 
Ambrine  Spray,  in  cheap  form  (161/7). — Makers  or  where 

obtainable  ? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8). — Where 

obtainable?   

THE  PHARMACIST'S  DIARY. 

SUNDAY,  October  28. 

United  Arts  R  fie.*,  D  Company  (Pharmacists^— 

10  a.m.,  Company  parade  Headquarters  for  training. 
Uniform,  drill  order.  Party  proceeding  to  Rainham 
will  parade  Fencluuch  Street,  '.l.W  a.m.  (note  alteration 
of  time*.  Uniform,  inarching  order,  without  pack. 
Rations  to  be  carried.  Names  of  men  eligible  for  firing 
are  posted  at  Headqu.irters. 

Wednesday,  October  31.— 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parade 
at  Headquarters. 

Thursday.  November  1  — Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons  parade  Headquarters. 

Platoon  Sergeants  will  see  that  foU  books  are  completed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  returns  must  be  handed  in  to  Company  Sergt.-Major  not  later 
than  November  4.  • 

THURSDAY.  November  I. 

I  nodon  County  K'harmaceutical  Associ-tlOB.— 17,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C  ,  at  3  p.m.  Annual  meeting  and  address  by  Edmund  White, 
Esq    B.Sc.,  F.l.C,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Ha<t  Anjriia  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  As.socijltlons.— General 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  at  the  "  Crown  and  Anchor  "  Hotel,  Westgate  Street. 

Ipswich.  WEDNESDAY,  November  7. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.— Meeting  of  Council  at 

"  "  "'■  TUESDAY,  November  6. 

aiaseow  and  West  of  .Scotland  Chi-mlsis'  Association.— Opening 

meeting  in  Cranston's  Royal  Exchange  Tea  Rooms,  at  7.45  p.m.  Reception 
bv  the  President  and  Mrs.  Murchie,  Dinner,  Presidential  Address,  and 
Musical  and  Elocutionai-y  Entertainment.  Tickets,  5s.  each,  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  H.  P.  Arthur,  361,  Victoria  Road,  or  from  the  District 
Representatives. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17.  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmacentical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  la  the  ofllclal  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceullcal  Society,  the  leading  Organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
tor  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
•f  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
Bngland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  It  also  circulates  widely  la 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Kussia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


Military  Service:  Reclassification  of  Recruits. 

According  to  a  new  Army  Council  instruction,  the  distinction 
between  categories  B  and  C  is  to  'be  abolished.  After  November 
1  the  grades  will  be  as  follows :  A. — Fit  for  Genebal  Service, 
with  four  sub-divisions  based  on  differentia  of  age,  training,  or 
lack  of  it,  temporary  disablement  or  unfitness,  through  previous 
service  in  the  field,  but  regaining  eligibihty  when  "  hardened." 
B, — Not  fit  for  General  Service,  but  fit  for  service  at  home, 
and  abroad  in  the  case  of  men  passed  fit  for  service  overseas,  with 
three  sub-divisions,  according  to  the  na,ture  of  the  employment 
for  which  the  recruit  is  qualified  by  occupation  in  civil  hfe,  or 
physical  fitness.  D. — ^Tempobabuy  unfit  for  Service  in  grades 
A  or  B,  but  likely  to  become  fit  within  six  months,  sub-divided 
into  four  classes,  according  to  present  position  or  duties  of  the 
men  in  the  Army.  E. — Unfit  for  .Service  in  grades  A  or  B, 
and  unlikely  to  become  fit  within  six  months.  On  and  after 
November  1  every  man  now  classified  as  CI,  2,  or  5  will  auto- 
matically belong  to  the  corresponding  sub-division  of  Grade  B. 
For  the  guidance  of  medical  examining  boards,  standards  which 
have  been  fixed  in  consultation  with  eminent  medical  specialists 
are  defined.  Tl.ese  will  regulate  classification  for  service,  or 
exemption  from  it,  and  so,  it  is  believed,  ensure  more  uniformity 
and  equity  of  t:-eatment  than  under  the  superseded  system. 

Alterations  in  the  Prices  of  Proprietaries. 

Acting  on  the  suggestion  of  several  correspondents  (P.J.,  October 
20  and  27),  we  have  communicated  with  a  ni.mnber  of  representa- 
tive wholesale  houses  dealing  in  proprietaries,  and  they  have 
kindly  consented  to  favour  us  with  early  intimation  of  any  altera- 
tions in  the  prices  of  proprietaries.  A  list  of  such  alterations 
will  be  found  each  week  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Journal.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  members  of  the  P. A. T. A.  that 
a  list  of  all  changes  in  the  pnobs  of  protected  articles  is  published 
monthly  in  the  Anti-Cuttiny  Record. 

'  The  Chemist's  Annual  and  Diary.' 
Members  are  reminded  that,  owing  to  increased  cost  of  pro- 
duction, the  restrictions  on  the  supply  of  paper  and  binding 
material-  together  with  the  difficulties  as3<x;iated  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  so  large  an  is-sue  as  that  required,  the  Annual  for 
1918  will  not  be  published.  The  Council,  in  taking  this  action, 
desires  it  to  brj  clearly  understood  that  the  susjKinsion  of  pub- 
lication is  simply  a  temporary  measure,  dictated  by  ordinary 
prudf^ce  in  the  interests  of  ecomomic  oon.servation  of  the 
resrwrces  of  the  Socifty,  and  that  it  is  not  intended  to  indicate 
a  permanent  discontinuance  of  this  anmial  gift  to  pharmacists. 


[London,  Saturday,  November  3,  1917. 


EDiTORIAL  NOTES. 


CENTRAL    CHECKING   BUREAU:  INQUIRIES 
SECTION. 

The  Inquiries  Section  has  been  introduced  'by  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  in  order  further  to  extend  the  useful- 
ness of  the-  Central  Checking  Bureau,  and  is  planned  to  be  of 
direct  and  effective  service  alike  to  individual  panel  phar- 
macists  and  Local   Pharmaceutical  Committees  under  the 
scheme.    The  latter  will  find  their  statutory  position  addition- 
ally strengthened  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  henceforward  all 
queries,  doubts,  and  problems  generally,  cropping  up  in  their 
respective  areas  will  be  ibrought  within  their  cognisance.  At 
present  only  t/he  inquiries  actually  received  Iby  the  Secretary 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  are,  as  a  matter  of  routine, 
communicated  to  the  Committee.    The  Society  has  always 
made  a  point  of  keeping  the  local  officials  promptly  posted  up 
as  to  any  items  that  affected  their  districts.     But  it  has  not 
been  practicable  to  carry  out  this  service  on  systematic  lines 
because   letters   from  members — even  when   not  expressly 
superscribed    as  suich — have  invariably   to  be   treated  as 
private,  memibers  gwa  members  being,  of  course,  entitled  to 
seek  any  assistance  that  the  Society's  Council  or  officials  can 
afford  them  through  a  direct  and  confidential  channel.    It  is 
feasible,  however,  to  make  the  experiment  of  so  organising 
inquiries  and  the  relative  information  about  the  Insurance 
Act  work  in  which  pharmacists  are  engaged  that  all  concerned 
in  any  area  may  have  the  benefit  of  information,  and  ,guidajice 
which  would  otherwise  be  confined  to  a  few  individuals.  In 
this  direction  a  beginning  has  been  made  by  the  Checking 
Buii-eau,  which  has  issued  special  fornis  to  ea«h  Pharmaceu- 
tical Committee  that  has  signified  its  readiness  to  adopt  the 
(scheme  for  its  area,  and  these  forms  have  been  supplied  to 
panel  chemists.    It  is  difficult   to    account   foo-   the  non- 
acceptance  of  the  scheme  by  any  area,  since  the  scheme  in- 
volves Pharmaceutical  Committees  in  no  extra  expendituire 
beyond  the  firsit  cost  of  posting  the  forms,  and  even  in  cases 
where  there  is  a  paid  Secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee he  can  only  deal  with  inquiries  addressed  directly  to 
himself ;  and  while  it  is  possible  that  a  few  of  these  might  be 
dupUcated  on  inquiry  forms  sent _  to    the ,  Society's^  head- 
quarters, it  is  highly  proibable  that  many  of  the  inquiries  now 
sent  straight  to  London  would  also  be  brought  to  his  notice. 
It  is  true  that  the  Society  might  forward  these  inquiries 
without  bringing  the  Committee  into  the  scheme ;  but  it  must 
be  obvious  that  the  inquirer  is  entitled  to  consideration,  and 
unless  he  has  indicated  to  the  Society  on  a  form  which  makes 
it  clear  that  the  subject-matter— if  the  query  is  one  touching 
its  statutory  powers  and  duties— may  he  passed  on  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  the  Society  has  no  option  save  to 
regard  the  communication  as  confidential.    It  has  heen  in- 
sinuated in  some  quarters  that,  in  strict  logical  sequence,  any 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  which  adopts  the  Inquiries  Section 
scheme  should  incontinently  dismiss  its  Secretary  and  get  one 
who  is  competent  to  act  as  "guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  " 
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to  the  peiTDlexed  pharmacists  in  the  area,  inasmuch  as  the 
adoption  of  the  scheme  is  a  slur  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who,  it  is  assumed,  has  ample  time  and  knowledge 
to  give  'Odvice  and  assistance  in  ajll  tlie  complications  that 
arise  in  his  jurisdiction.  It  need  hardly  be  explained  that  the 
Local  Associations  Executive  has  not  tlhe  .remotest  intention 
of  ddaparaging  the  capacity  or  office  of  the  Pliarmooeuitioal 
Committee  Secretary,  and  from  tilie  ne'Sponse  already  vouch- 
safed it  is  certain  that  tlie  majority  of  the  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees in  England  and  Wales  have  appi-eciatively  recognised 
the  sincere  spirit  of  helpfulness  in  whioh  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Executive  conceived  and  devised  tlhe  scheme.  The  Com- 
mittees that  have  not  yet  adopted  the  scheme  will  no  doubt, 
on  further  consideration,  discern  that  their  true  iaiterest  and 
wellbeing  lie  in  intimate  and  effective  contact  and  union 
with  the  central  body,  and  also  that  tlie  latter  derives  its 
strength  and  efficiency  from  its  local  auxiliaries,  so  that  no 
administrative  method  that  is  recommended  by  the  Council 
of  the  Society  is  likely  to  detract  from  the  autonomy,  or 
weaken  in  the  least  degree  the  authority,  of  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  or  other  forms  of  local  organisation. 

THE  REGULATIONS   FOR  THE  PRESCRIBING  AND 
DISPENSING   OF  COCAINE. 

The  police-court  conviction  for  failure  to  conform  with  the 
regulations  for  the  dispensing  of  cocaine,  which  we  report  on 
ipage  206,  is  a  (renewed  and  drastic  reminder  of  the  need  for 
strict  observance  of  the  above  regulations.  The  penalty  was 
undoubtedlj'  a  heavy  one  for  what  seems  to  have  been  a 
technical  offence  on  the  part  of  the  dispenser,  and  a  serious 
and  still  unaccountably  unpunished  one  on  the  part  of  the 
prescriber  or  prescribers.  But  we  have  to  look  beyond  the 
special  case  to  the  general  principle  involved.  There  is  an 
impression  in  some  quarters  that  these  regulations  are  not 
intended  to  be  taken  to  the  foot  of  the  letter,  and  such  an 
impression  would  undoubtedly  receive  some  support  if  so-called 
technical  ofTences,  ranging  from  the  authentic  to  the  factitious 
type,  were  leniently  dealt  with  by  means  of  nominal  penalties. 
While  it  is  certainly  unfair  tliat  the  prescriber,  who  was 
the  primai-y  culprit  in  the  two  instances  cited,  has  not  so  far 
been  prosecuted,  it  is  no  defence  for  any  dispenser  to  plead 
that  he  accepted,  made  up,  and  vended  an  irregular  prescrip- 
tion for  cocaine,  even  when  there  is  a  strong  presumption 
that  the  cocaine  is  for  a  perfectly  lawful  and  proper  purpose. 
However  inconvenient  and  annoying  the  proceeding  may  be 
alike  to  the  pharmacist  and  the  patient,  or  the  latter's  repre- 
sentative, it  is  unquestionably  the  business  of  the  pharmacist 
to  return  the  prescription  to  its  author  for  completion.  In 
most  cases  this  can  be  effected  tactfully  and  amicably.  But 
the  pharmacist  has  too  much  at  stake  to  be  deterred  from  this 
course  because  occasionally  an  inconsiderate  or  boorish 
medical  practitioner  chooses  to  take  umbrage  for  no  better 
reason  than  that  the  pharmacist  is  honestly  striving  to  keep 
himself  and  the  prescriber  right  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and 
before  the  bar  of  that  higher  professional  conscience  which 
both  are  pledged  to  honour.  Accommodation  as  between  the 
pharmacist  and  an  unconscionable  physician  has  its  limits, 
and  these  should  be  fixed  on  the  side  of  the  former  by  con- 
siderations of  self-respect  as  well  as  respect  for  the  law  and 
the  moral  well-being  of  the  community.  While  we  fully 
understand  and  have  the  sincerest  sympathy  for  the  grave 
difficulties  under  which  many  pharmacists  who,  like  the 
defendant  in  the  case  under  review,  are  labouring,  we  would 
earnestly  and  urgently  commend  to  their  attention  and  con- 
sideration the  magistrate's  view  of  the  special  responsibility 
of  the  pharmacist  who,  as  an  educated  professional  man,  with 
a  duty  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  law  of  the  land,  is 
expected  to  keep  himself  conversant  with  all  the  present  fre- 
quently changing  details  of  his  legal  obligations — certes,  no 


easy  task,  but  one,  nevertheless,  that  must  be  grappled  with 
in  the  long  day's  work— -and  who  also  must  sedulously  and 
even  punctiliously  fulfil  tlie  spirit  not  less  than  the  letter  of 
these  obligations. 

AMENDED  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  OPIUM  AND 
COCAINE  SALES  REGISTER. 

Bt  an  Order  in  Council  of  October  23,  Subsection  (8)  of 
Regulation  40  B  {P.J.,  August  5,  1916,  p.  140)  is  replaced 
by  a  more  detailed  regulation.  The  original  sub-section  was 
as  follows : — 

.  (8)  Every  person  who  deals  in  cocaine  or  opium  shall 
keep  a  record  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  a 
Secretary  of  State  of  all  dealings  in  cocaine  or  opium 
effected  by  him  (including  sales  to  him  outside  the  United 
,  Kingdom),  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  he  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  summary  offence  against  these  regulations;  every  such 
record  shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  person  authorised 
for  the  purpose  by  a  Secretary  of  State. 
The  new  subsection  now  runs  : — ■ 

(8)  Every  person  who  has  dealings  in  cocaine  or  opium 
(including  sales  to  persons  outside  the  United  Kingdom) 
shall  comply  with  the  following  provisions  : — 

(o)  He  shall  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered  in  a  book 
kept  for  the  purpose  such  particulars  with  respect  to 
all  dealings  in  cocaine  or  opium  effected  by  him  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  may  prescribe ; 

(h)  He  shall  make  the  entry  vnth  respect  to  any 
transaction  on  the  day  on  -which  the  transaction  is 
effected  ; 

(c)  Where  he  carries  on  business  at  more  than  one  set 
of  premises  he  shall  keep  a  separate  book  in  respect  of 
every  set  of  premises ; 

{d)  He  shall  keep  the  book  in  some  part  of  the  pre- 
mises to  which  it  relates  so  that  it  shall  at  all  reasonable 
times  be  available  for  inspection  'by  any  person  autho- 
rised in  that  behalf  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall 
allow  any  person  so  authorised  at  all  reasonable  times 
to  inspect  it ; 

(e)  He  shall  not  cancel,  obliterate,  or  alter  any  entry 
in  the  book  or  make  therein  any  entry  which  is  untrue 
in  any  particular. 

If  any  person  fails  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions 
aforesaid  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  summary  offence  against 
these  regulations. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  amended  Regulation  is  much 
more  specific  and  stringent  than  the  original  one 
in  the  following  respects :  (a)  the  form  in  which  the 
record  is  to  be  kept  is  more  exphoitly  indicated;  (6) 
the  entry  with  respect  to  any  transaction  must  be  made  on 
the  day  on  which  the  transaction  is  effected :  (c)  if  business 
is  carried  on  at  more  than  one  set  of  premises  (branches  in 
wholesale  or  retail  trade),  a  separate  register  must  be  kept  in 
respect  of  every  .set  of  premises ;  (</)  prescribes  the  facilities 
which  must  be  given  for  inspection  of  the  register ;  and  (e) 
forbids  erasure  or  alteration  or  falsification  of  any  entry.  As 
to  the  bearing  on  retail  business  of  this  amended  procedure, 
the  pharmacist  has  to  keep  in  mind  that  in  every 
sale  of  cocaine  or  opium  to  an  "  authorised  person," 
e.g.,  "a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner"  (not  being 
a  member  of  His  Maesty's  Forces),  a  registered  dentist 
(or)  a  registered  veterinary  surgeon,  these  requirements  must 
be  scrupulously  observed.  And  also  that  this  register  is  a 
thing  apart  from  the  register  for  prescriptions  containing 
cocaine,  although  for  practical  purposes  the  one  form 
of  register,  with  an  additional  column  for  cocaine 
only,  for  specification  of  the  ingredients  of  the  pre- 
scription containing  the  alkaloid,  may  be  used.  The 
amended  Regulation  with  reference  to  opium  smoking, 
and  the  preparation  of  opium  for  smoking,  the  text  of 
Which  is  printed  on  page  208,  does  not  apply  to  opium  as 
defined  in  Regulation  40.3,  namely,  "raw  opium  or  powdered 
or  granulated  opium,"  and  consequently  the  restrictions  on  the 
sale,  possession,  etc.,  of  these  forms  of  opium  are  unchanged. 
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THE   PUNGENT    PRINCIPLES    OF  GINGER. 

BT     JAMES     GRIBB.     M  SC..  PHC, 
Lecturer  in  Pharmaceutics,  University  of  Manchester. 


(Continued  from  page  173). 


*£thyl  Zingerone,  CsH3(0Et),  CH,-CH  ."COMe,  occurs  in  white 
non-pungent  crystals,  m.pt.  66°  C,  soluble  in  ether  or  alcohol, 
but  not  in  water.  On  oxidation  witli  NaOCl  it  gave  ethyl- 
vanillic  acid. 

Professor  Lapworth  in  his  first  contribution  explained  that  he 
was  innited  by  Garnett  and  Grier  to  continue  their  work  on 
gingerol  (J'harm.  Jour,  and  '  Year  Books  of  Pharmacy,'  1907 
and  1909),  by  which  they  simplified  and  improved  the  method 
of  isolation  and  purification  used  bv  Thresh  [Pharm.  Jour,  and 
'  Year  Books  of  Pharmacy,'  1879.  1882,  1884),  and  that  the  experi- 
ments were  carried  out  with  an  alcoholic  extj'act  of  African 
ginger,  the  most  pungent  variety  on  the  market,  which  was 
kindly  made  for  him  by  James  Woolley,  Sons  and  Co.,  Man- 
chester. 

Preparation  of  Gingerol. — The  residue  from  the  alcoholic 
extract  was  treated  repeatedly  with  35  per  cent,  alcohol,  which 
is  much  weaker  than  that  used  by  the  previous  workers,  as 
it  was  found  that  it  dissolved  the  inactive  resins  much  less  freely, 
and  gave  a  more  rapid  separation.  After  removal  of  the  alcohol 
in  a  vacuum  at  the  lowest  possible  temperature,  the  oil 
which  separated  was  freed  from  water  as  much  as  possible  and 
re-extracted  with  50  per  cent,  alcohol.  Milk  of  lime  was  then 
added,  as  suggested  by  Thresh,  as  long  as  calcium  compounds 
deposited,  the  clear  liquid  neutralised,  and  again  freed  from 
alcohol  under  reduced  pressure.  The  resulting  oil,  separated 
firom  most  of  the  water  by  decantation,  was  dissr^lved  in  chloro- 
form, the  latter  di-ied  and  recovered  by  distillation.  The  dry 
crude  "gingerol''  was  then  extracted  fractionally  with  hot 
petroleum,  retaining  those  portions  which  dissolved  freely  but 
re-deposited  on  cooling.  After  removing  all  traces  of  petro- 
leum the  '■  refined  gingerol  "  was  obtained  us  a  viscous,  faintly 
yellow  oil,  entirely  soluble  in  dilute  aqueous  alkali,  and  gener- 
ally having  all  the  properties  assigned  to  the  material  by 
Garnett  and  Grier.  The  most  highly  purified  samples  were  dis- 
tilled in  a  cathode-ray  vacimm,  when  they  passed  over  almost 
completely  at  135-140°  C,  yielding  a  clear,  faintly  yellow  viscid 
oil,  intensely  pungent,  and,  if  perfectly  pure,  inodorous  and 
forming  no  addition  compound  with  sodium  bisulphite ;  but 
even  as  prepared  above  there  was  evidence  of  a  slight  decom- 
position (cxiour  of  fatty  aldehydes),  its  purity,  from  the  oxv- 
methyl  determination,  being  only  about  75  per  cent.  Garnett 
and  Grier  had  noticed  that  some  specimens  gave  a  crystalline 
product  with  sodium  bisulphite,  and 'the  present  authors  further 
found  that  this  was  only  the  case  with  old  specimens,  or  with 
material  which  had  been  heated  alone  or  with  acids  or  alkalis. 
Such  specimens  ha^'e  a  peculiar  odour,  whilst  pure  specimens  are 
practically  odourless.  Steam  distillation  yielded  a  colourless  oil 
with  the  odour  of  cenanthal  (heptaldehvcle),  the  ethereal  solu- 
tion of  which  gave  with  NaHSOj  solution,  a  mixture  of  crys- 
talUne  aflditive  compounds,  and  when  reliberated  gave  with 
hydroxylamine,  crystalline  plates  of  heptaldoxime  C,H„ :  NOH 
m.pt.  53-55°  C.  "The  oily  residue  left  in  the  eteam  distillation 
of  the  gingftrol  also  reacted  in  ethereal  solution  with  NaHSO, 
solution,  giving  a  small  quantity  of  a  solid  additive  compound 
of  a  kflrtone  which  on  acidifying  with  HCI.  boiling  off  SO,,  and 
extracting  thev  ether,  yielded  a  sweet-smelling  oil  with  a  very 
pungent  taste.  This  new  ketone,  for  which  the  name  "  zin- 
gerone "  is  proposed,  was  not  obtained  in  solid  form  until  pre- 
pared syntheticallv,  and  this  was  then  used  in  turn  to  infect 
specimens  of  the  oily  ketone  prepared  from  gingerol,  when  these 
set  to  solid  masses. 

('on.i1ituJion  of  Zingerone. — As  the  sensitive  phenolic  hydroxyl 
group  orf  zinprerone  is  about  in  its  methyl  derivative,  the  latter 
was  usefl  in  the  experiments  to  determine  its  constitution.  These 
*^xp<-rimen.ts,  and  al.'so  a  synthesis  of  zingerone  itself,  fully  and 
independently  established  the  constitution  assigned  to  it  bv 
Npmura. 

Supplies  of  the  new  ketone  may  he  conveniently  and  quickly 
obtained  by  boiling  crude  extracts  of  ginger  with  baryta  water, 
which  splits  up  the  gingerol  into  aldehydes,  mainly  volatile 
with  stearn  and  the  new  ketone.  Boiling'  is  continued  as  long 
as  the  odour  of  cenanthal  is  perceptible,  the  residue  is  acidified, 
v^mS*^''  ^'■•h  ether,  and  purified  as  above  by  combination  with 
•      u-  yield  of  zingerone  from  gingerol  oljtamed 

in  this  way  is  very  much  below  that  theoretically  possible; 
thii  IS  doubtless  due  to  the  occurrence  of  polymerisation  or  to 
secowJary  recondensation  of  .sensitive  products  of  hydrolysis. 
The  very  poor  yield  mentioned  by  Nomura  was  simply  due  to 

'  Erratum.— \n  Va^  first  instalment  of  this  Article,  for  Gingerone,  read 
Zingerone. 


the  fact  that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  gingerol  he  piTopared 
and  used  was  in  the  hydrolyscd  condition. 

Professor  Lapworth  and  his  assistants,  therefore,  have  not 
only  isolated  zingerone,  syntliesieod  it,  and  determined  its 
constitution,  but  they  have  carried  the  work  a  stop  further,  and 
determined  the  nattire  of  its  combination  in  "  gingerol,"  which 
is  essentially  a  compound  of  ziihgcircne,  with  ji-hcptaldeiiyde 
mainly.  In  the  author's  words,  "Gingerol,  the  pungent  prin- 
ciple of  Zingiber  Officinale,  is  essentially  a  mixture  of  optically 
active  saturated  phenolic  compounds  derived  from  a  residue  of 
zingerone,  or  4-hydroxy-3^m'ethoxyphcniylethyl  methylketone 
CJi,(OIi)(0Me)  CH3-CH,-0O-CH3,  in  association  with  a  mole- 
cular proportion  of  the  residue  of  a  saturated  aliphatic  alde- 
hyde, OH,"(CHj)wOHO,,  which,  in  the  main  constituent,  is 
?i-heptaldehydo  OH,'(CIIj),'CHO,  where  n  is  5,  and  where 
in  the  main  secondary  constituent  it  is  4,  or  possibly  3,  or  both. 
Only  traces  of  solid  matter  of  camphoraceous  appearance  have 
been  observed  in  gingerol  after  many  months.  The  nature  of 
the  union  between  zingerone  and  the  aliphatic  aldehydes  is 
discussed,  and  the  authors  state  that  they  have  been  forced  to 
infer  that  the  aldehydic  oxygen  atom  has  hydroxylic  functions. 
If  the  presence  of  the  "hydroxyl"  group  be  inferred,  then 
gingerol  itself  (and  also  methylgingerol)  appears  as  "  Aldols " 
j/3-hydroxy-ketones),  and  the  whole  of  their  properties,  includ- 
ing the  optical  activity,  with  one  signal  difficulty,  are  readily 
vinderstood,  and  the  pungent  constituents  of  gingerol  can  bo 
represented  by  one  of  two  general  formulas,  of  wliich  the  more 
probable  appears  to  be 

CH2  CH2-CO-CH.2  —  CH  (OH)'(CH.2)n-CH3 


jOMe 
OH 

The  question  of  the  groupingis  essential  to  the  pungency  of 
gingerol,  zingerone,  and  similar  compounds,  is  next  discussed, 
and  it  would  appear  certain  that  the  presence  of  the  free 
phenolic  hydroxyl  grouping  is  essential  and,  also,  not  impro- 
bably, the  ketonio  carbonyl  grouping  suitably  disposed  in  a 
saturated  chain  attached  to  the  phenolic  residue.  Methyl 
gingerol  is  not  pungent,  because  the  phenolic  hydroxyl  has 
been  replaced  by  an  oxymethyl  group:  CeHalOMelo'CH^'CH," 
CO  CH3.  Benzylidene  acetone,  C.H^-CH :  CH-CO-CHj,  perhap's 
the  simplest  of  the  compounds  of  this  type,  is  distinctly  pun- 
gent, but  pungency  is  greatly  reduced  if  the  side  chain  be 
unsaturated.  Francesconi  and  Cusmano  (Oazetta,  1908) 
described  two  such  compounds,  which  have  proved  useful 
intermediate  products  in  the  synthesis  of  zingerone  and  methyl 
zingerone,  by  Nomura  and  Lapworth.  These  are  4-hydroxy-3- 
methoxystyrylmethylketone,  CeH3(0H)(0Me)-CH  =  CH-COCHj, 
and  3 :  4-dimethoxystyrylmethylketone,  C„H3{0'Me)3-CH  =  CH' 
COCH3.  It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  all  such  unsaturated 
phenolic  ketones  and  esters  give  solutions  in  alkali,  which  in 
the  thinnest  layers  exhibit  an  intense  yellow  colour  that  dis- 
appears on  reduction  at  the  double  bond.  This  efifect  is  per- 
haps most  pronounced  with  the  ethyl  ester  of  a-cyano-caffeic 
acid,  C„H3(0H)3;CH :  0(CN'rCO3Et,  a  yellow  crystalline  solid 
which  dissolves  in  alkali  to  give  an  intensely  orange  solution. 
Test-paper  dipped  in  an  alcoholic  solution  of  this  ester,  pre- 
pared by  Professor  Ijapworth,  reacts  with  boric  acid  in  much 
the  same  way  as  curcumin,  the  yellow  colouring  matter  of 
turmeric,  except  that  a  somewhat  higher  temperature  is 
required.  The  constitution  which  Kostaneoki  suggests  for 
Curcumin  is :  — 

CH:CH-C0-CH2-C0  CH:CH 


OH 


JOMe 


OH 


in  which  case  it  is  obviously  very  closely  related  to  the  similar 
compounds  dealt  with  in  the  present  paper.  Jackson  and 
Menke  {Journ.  Amcr.  Chem.  Soc.,  4,  77-91)  obtained  curcumin 
in  reddish-brown  crystals,  possessing  a  violet  reflex,  and 
melting  at  173°  C.  "The  di-potassium  salt  crystallised  in  flame- 
red  crystals,  and  the  mono-potassium  salt  was  stated  to  have 
a  green  colour  sornewhat  similar  to  Tosaniline  hydrochloride. 
Other  drugs  belonging  to  the  N.O.  Soitammeaj,  besides  ginger 
and  turmeric,  are  galangal,  or  so  called  Chinese  preserved 
ginger,  grains  of  paradise,  a.od  cardamon  seeds,  and  all  possess 
this  pungency  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  This  is  just  an 
instance  where  Materia  Medica,  intelligently  studied,  should 
assist  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  carrying  out  research, 
for,  within  certain  limits,  the  natural  order  in  Materia  Medica 
serves  the  same  purpose  as  the  periodic  system  in  chemistry, 
and  enables  one  to  forecast  not  only  the  chemical  nature  but 
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tha  th&rapeutic  action  of  the  drug.  NoLaon  (Jourti.  Amer. 
Chem.  Soc,  July,  1917)  gives  the  result  of  an  inveBtigation 
on  gingerol  and  paradol,  the  pungent  principle  of  grains  of 
paradise  {Amomum  Mcleijueta),  first  separated  and  studied  by 
Thresh  in  1884,  and  ho  finds  that  the  two  substances  are 
identical.  Both  give  the  "  Seeker  "  test,  i.e.,  an  intense  azure- 
Wuo  colour  when  mixed  with  vanillin  and  H.SOj  and  then 
diluted  witli  a  little  water,  and  both  also  form  crystalline 
metiiyl  derivatives,  having  the  same  melting-point,  65-65'5°C. 
Paradol  did  not  yield  this  crystalline  methyl  derivative  after 
it  had  been  subjected  to  distillation  under  reduced  pressure, 
whereas  gingerol  did.  They  also  differ  in  tlieir  stability  on 
boiling  with  2N-alcoholic  potash,  so  that  whereas  after  one 
hour,  the  pungency  of  ginger  is  destroyed,  that  of  paradol  is 
little  affected  (Garnett  and  Grier's  test  for  the  detection  of 
capsicum  in  ginger).  Nelson  concludes  that  tliie  difference 
in  properties  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  difference  in  the 
position  of  the  methyl  group.  While  engaged  in  this  researdi 
it  came  to  his  notice  that  Dr.  Lapworth,  of  Manchester,  had 
made  a  study  of  gingerol,  had  isolated  its  pungent  consti- 
tuents, established  its  constitution,  and  synthesised  it 
(P.J.,  March  3,  1917).  Accordingly,  the  work  was  discontinued 
and  the  results  published.  These  results,  as  far  as  they  go, 
are  in  striking  agreement  with  those  of  Dr.  Lapworth.  Both 
found  gingerol  to  be  optically  active,  to  contain  some  8  or  9 
per  cent,  oxymethyl  by  the  Zeieel  method,  and  to  form  on 
methyla-ting  crystalline  products  melting  at  65°  C.  (Nelson), 
64°C.  (Lapworth),  with  molecular  weights  322  and  523,  and 
molecular  formulae  C.^H^O,,  etc.  Such  "  methylgingerol," 
however,  is  not  a  single  substance,  but  a  mixture  of  the  mono- 
methyl  ethers  of  the  "  gingerol "  constituents. 

(To  be  concluded.) 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Marlborough  Street  Police  Court.— London. 


Proceedings  under  Order  in  Council,  July  28,  1916  (Cocaine 
and  Opium  Regulations). 

On  October  26,  at  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  before  Mr. 
G.  L.  Denman,  William  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist  (of  the 
firm  oif  Pope,  Roadh  a,nd  Son,  St  James'  Street,  S.W.),  appeared 
to  answer  a  summons  for  contravention  of  the  Regulations 
under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  for  the  dispensing  and 
registration  of  cocaine.  Mr.  H.  (}.  Muskett,  for  the  prosecution, 
having  read  the  Regulations  relevant  to  the  case,  stated  that 
on  June  3  a  Goviernment  official  visited  defendant's  premises 
in  order  to  inspect  the  register  of  sales  of  cocaine  and  opium. 
A  penny  memorandum  book  was  exhibited  to  him.  In  this  he 
found  entered  (1)  the  name  of  a  female  patient  for  whom  cocaine 
had  been  dispensed,  but  the  prescription  did  not  bear  the  name, 
address,  or  qualifications  of  the  prascriber,  but  only  his  initials 
(the  prescriber's  identity  is  now  known),  and  was  not  marked 
"  Not  to  be  repeated."  Apart  from  the  breach  of  the  Regula- 
tions it  was  not  suggested  that  the  prescription  was  false  or 
improper,  or  that  >the  cocaine  was  used  for  any  illegal  purpose. 
(2)  In  the  second  case  cited  in  the  complaint  the  defendant  at 
first  stated  iliat  there  was  no  written  prescription,  as  he  iiad 
dispensed  the  cocaine  in  accordance  with  a  telephone  message 
from  the  prescriber.  Afterwards,  as  tlhe  result  of  a  search,  the 
proscription  w^as  found,  but  while  this  was  in  order  as  regards 
the  entry  on  it  of  the  pi-esoriber's  name^  address,  and  qualifica- 
tions, and  also  the  name  and  address  of  the  dispensing  chemist, 
it  was  not  insoribed  "Not  to  be  repeated,"  nor  was  the  date 
upon  which  it  was  prescribed  indicated. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby,  for  the  defence,  argued  that,  taking  the 
Regidations  as  a  whole,  the  two  main  provisions  haid  been  com- 
plied with.  These  were  that  cocaine  should  be  supplied  only 
upon  the  prescription  of  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner, 
and  that  the  prescription  should  not  be  repeated.  In  both  of 
the  cases  before  the  Court  the  cocaine  had  been  supplied  in 
complete  accord  with  these  requiremente.  It  was  true  that  the 
prescriptions  themselves  were  irregular,  but  the  person  chiefly 
to  blame  for  that  was  the  prescriber,  who  in  neither  case  had 
been  summoned.  One  of  the  patients  had  been  supplied 
with  one  drachm  of  a  preparation  of  cocaine  in  castor  oil,  and 
in  that  quantity  and  form  it  was  not  likely  to  be  used  as  a 
narcotic.  It  was,  in  fact,  for  aijplication  as  eye-drops.  In  the 
other  cas&  the  quantity  was  also  so  small  as  to  be  practically 
negligible.  The  defendant's  explanation  was  that  his  stafT  was 
now  reduced  from  three  assistants  to  one,  and  there  was  conse- 


quently great  difficulty  in  finding  time  to  ensure  Hhat  every 
particular  of  the  Regulations  was  observed.  In  one  instance  in 
which  he  had  returned  an  irregular  prescription  for  cocaine 
to  the  prescriber,  the  latter  had  remarked  to  the  patient,  "  I 
wish  you  had  taken  this  to  my  own  chemist,  and  there  would 
not  have  been  any  trouble." 

The  Magistrate,  in  giving  judgment,  observed  that  nobody 
could  doubt  the  importance  of  strict  adherence  to  tihese  Regula- 
tions. In  this  case  the  breach  of  them  was  not  due  to  deliberate 
defiance  of  them,  which  was  always  piinished  by  imprisonment, 
but  to  carelessness,  negligence,  and  want  of  proper  attention  to 
the  business  and  trade  carried  on.  Than  pharmacists  there  v/as 
probably  no  class  of  persons  for  whom  it  was  bo  essential  to 
n'ake  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  witli  every  regulation 
of  this  kind,  and  upon  whom  it  was  so  incumibent  to  be 
careful  and  determined  that  the  law  was  observed.  He  imposed 
a  fine  of  £25  for  each  offence,  with  costs  amounting  altogetlier 
to  about  C5. 


Glasgow  Sheriff  Court. 


Proceedings  under  Section  13  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

In  the  Sheriff  Court,  at  Glasgow,  before  Sheriff  Dodds,  oa 
Friday,  October  26,  1917,  Jeanie  Murray,  assistant  in  the  shop 
of  Joseph  E.  Black,  365,  Holmlea  Road,  Cathcart,  Glasgow, 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  that,  not  being  a  duly  registered 
dhemist,  she  sold  a  quantity  of  stryohnine,  as  an  ingredient  in 
a  mixture  dispensed  by  her,  to  an  agent  of  the  Registrar  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  contravention  of  Sections  1  and 
15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  19Cfe. 

Mr.  James  Barrie,  writer,  instructed  by  Messrs.  P.  Morison 
and  Son,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  appeared  for  the  Registrar,  and 
Mr.  Wylie,  of  Maclay,  Murray  and  Spens,  writers,  apijeared 
for  the  respondent,  who  plead€>d  guijty. 

Mr.  WyUe  said,  in  consequence  of  inattention  to  business  on 
the  part  of  tiie  owner,  steps  had  been  taken  to  dispose  of  the 
business.  It  had  now  been  sold,  and  there  was  no  chance  of 
tihis  offence  occurring  again.  He  therefore  thought  it  was  a 
case  to  be  leniently  dealt  with. 

The  Shei-iff :  What  precisely  is  the  offence? 

Mr.  Wyhe :  The  respondent  is  not  a  certificated  chemist,  arid 
sold  poison  in  a  metiicine  when  the  licensed  ohemiat  was  not 
present. 

Mr.  Barrie  said  what  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  Wylie  was  quite 
correct.  The  offence  was  aggravated  in  this  instance  by  the 
fact  that  the  business  was  being  conducted  by  an  agent  under 
a  trust  deed,  and  the  Registrar  had  wajrned  tSne  agent,  and 
the  warrung  had  been  intimated  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Black,  who  replio<l 
denying  the  statement  that  he  was  not  personally  conducting 
the  business.  Notwithstanding  the  warning,  inquiry  indicated 
that  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  protect  the  public.  Offences 
were  continuously  being  committed,  and  the  Registrar  had  no 
option  but  to  take  proceedings.  It  was  to  be  noted  that  at  the 
present  the  Government  had  found  it  imperative  under  the 
Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  Regulations  to  considerably  increase 
the  stringency  of  the  restrictions  on  the  dispensing  and  selling 
of  poisons  over  and  above  the  ordinary  provisions  of  the  Phar- 
macy Acts  for  securing  public  safety.  Doubtless  the  negligent 
owner  was  mainly  responsible,  but  tJie  Courts  had  held  tnat 
proceedings  must  be  taken  against  the  actual  person  who  sold 
the  poison.  That  was  why  the  Registrar  had  prosecuted  the 
respondent.  He  was  not  pressing  for  a  severe  penaJty,  but  he 
thoujght  it  was  a  case  for  such  a  penalty  as  would  secure  public 
safety  and  be  a  warning  to  the  public  that  such  offences  coiild 
not  be  committed  with  impunity. 

Mr.  Wylie  said  he  wished  to  point  out  that  the  agent  had 
taken  steps  to  protect  the  public  by  selling  the  business  to  a 
quahfied  chemist,  who  would  so  attend  x>e'"sonally  as  to  secure 
that  such  offences  would  not  be  rejjeated. 

The  Sheriff  said  if  the  owner  of  the  business  had  been  before 
him  on  this  charge  he  woidd  have  taken  a  much  more  serious 
view,  and  would  have  inflicted  a  very  different  penalty.  It  was 
a  truism  to  say  that  in  the  interests  of  public  safety  th^  restric- 
tions on  the  dispensing-  and  selling  of  poisons  must  be  enforced. 
In  the  case  of  this  young  woman,  however,  who  merely  acted  as 
an  assistant  to  the  owner,  he  would  inflict  a  modified  penalty  of 
£1.  and  £1  23.  6d.  of  expenses. 

In  respect  that  the  penalty  and  expenses  were  paid  at  the 
bar,  the  sentence  did  not  include  the  usual  alternative  of 
imprisonment. 
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MEETING  OF  EXECUTIVE  OF  THE  NORTH  BRITISH 
BRANCH. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  was 
held  in  the  Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  October  24,  1917,  at  2.30  p.m.,  Mr.  David  Gilmoub 
in  the  chair.  Present : — Messrs.  Cowie,  A.  Currie,  W.  L. 
Currie,  Dnimmond,  Fisher,  Forbes,  Giles,  Gilmour,  Glass, 
Guthrie,  Jack,  Marshall,  and  Nesbit.  The  minutes  of  last 
meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Apologies  were  intimated 
from  Messrs.  McKenzie,  McMillan,  ^torrar,  and  Thomson. 

Nomination  of  Examiners. 

The  Executive  weait  into  Committee  to  receive  the  report  of 
the  Committee  for  Nomination  of  Examiners.  It  was  unani- 
mously agreed: — 

*'That  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  Edinburgh;  Dr.  William 
Gardner  Smith.  Edinburgh;  Dr.  James  Fowler  Tocher, 
Aberdeen;  Peter  Boa,  Edinburgh;  Jonathan  Innes  Eraser, 
Edinburgh ;  John  Gilmour,  Dunfermline ;  Henry  Stout, 
Edinburgh ;  and  Thomas  Wilson,  Burntisland,  be  nominated 
for  election  by  the  Council  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland  for  the  year  1918.'' 

Local  Organisation.  V 

It  was  reported  that  a  complete  hst  of  Divisional  Secretaries 
for  Scotland  for  1918  had  been  prepared,  the  only  ciange  being 
Mr.  Norman  M.  Lindsay,  Peebles,  Divisional  Secretary  for 
Peebles  County,  in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Sanderson. 

Evening  Meetings. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  General  Purposes  Committoe  to  arrange 
for  holding  an  Evening  Meeting  in  December  and  another  in 
February. 

B.P.C.  Report  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  J.  H.  FiSitER  reported  that  on  the  lines  imposed  under 
war  conditions  the  London  meeting  of  tlie  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  was  a.  distinct  success.  As  was  invariably  the  case, 
the  Scottish  delegates  were  received  with  great  kindness  and 
hospitality. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  said  he  entirely  concurred  in  all  that  had 
been  so  well  said  by  Mr.  Fisher. 

National  Insurance. 

It  was  reported  that  the  chief  incidents  relating  to  National 
Heakh  Insurance  since  last  meeting  were: — 

il)  The  report  by  the  Scottish  Central  Checking  Bureau  on 
between  200,000  and  300,000  prescriptions  from  every  area  in 
Scotlajid.  Generally  speaking,  Scottish  panel  chemists  had 
fvery  reason  to  be  satisfied,  as  the  inquiry  had  quite  sub- 
stantiated the  position  taken  up  by  the  General  Council  of 
Panel  Chemists  (Scotland)  with  reference  to  the  Departmental 
f'onimittee's  tariff  proposals. 

2  Though  the  conditions  and  situation  diflcrod  entirely  in 
nd  from  that  in  England  and  Wales,  they  were  undoubtedly 
■  *ted  in  the  present  movement  for  bettennent  of  terms 
of  pharmaceutical  service  in  England  and  Wales,  pursuant  to 
the  special  reiK>rt  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Com- 
mittee. It  was  particularly  to  be  noted  that  an  increase  in 
'ii>T>':nsing  fees  arjpearcd  to  be  the  line  on  which  betterment  is 
being  sought,  and  that  was  a  policy  which  had  been  steadfastly 
adhered  to  by  Scottish  panel  chemists  from  the  very  outset. 

(3)  The  new  regulations  under  which  provision  is  made,  by 
means  of  a  ^jecial  Treasury  fund,  to  provide  medical  benefit 
for  invalided  sailors  and  soldiers  was  an  imponant  extension  of  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act  scheme.  To  protect  the  ordinary 
drug  fund  it  was  provided  that  each  prescription  should  be 
marked  with  the  index  letters  "I.S.,"  and  chemists  might 
require  to  see  to  it  that  this  instruction  was  carefully  carried 
out.  It  was  specially  provided  in  the  case  of  Scotland  that 
where  the  allocation  of  23.  for  each  invalided  sailor  or  soldier 
in  an  Insurance  Committee  area  was  insufficient  to  pay  the 
•drug  accounts  for  invalided  sailors  and  soldiers,  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  should  pay  any  further  sum  required. 

Venereal  Disease  Act. 

There  was  submit^d  a  correspondence  with  the  maker  of  a 
well-known  proprietary  pill.  The  box  containing  these  pills  has 
wrapped  round  it  a  pamphlet  which  includes  a  paragraph  which 
'inrl-jiibte'lly  would  constitute  a  contravention  of  the  Venereal 
I)Ls<^i-w;  Act  if  iswxed  after  the  date  on  which  the  Act  became 
operatireu   The  proprietors  of  this  pill  had  deleted  the  para- 


I  graph  from  all  new  issues  of  the  pamphlet,  but  many  chemists 
had  a  stock  of  these  pills  with  the  pamphlet  wra/pped  found 
tliom  which  was  issued  before  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  was 
enacted.  The  proprietors  ihad  ibcen  communicated  with,  but 
declined  to  offer  any  protection  or  take  any  stops  to  safeguard 
vendors  of  the  pills.  This  instance  was  illustrative  of  other  pro- 
prietary medicines  which  might,  either  through  labels  or  bills 
or  pamphlets  enclbsed  under  tho  cover,  render  retailors  liable  to 
the  drastic  penalties  under  the  Venereal  Disease  Act.  It  was 
suggested  in  the  discussion  that  chemists  might  protect  them- 
selves against  such  risk  by  removing  all  bills  or  pamphlets 
wrapped  round  proprietary  medicines  which  might  contain 
inci-Lminating  matter. 

It  was  also  reported  that  as  yet  no  district  in  Scotland  had 
been  scheduled  under  the  Act,  but  various  Local  Atithorities 
were  considering  how  the  necessary  institutional  treatment  could 
be  provided  so  as  to  enable  scheduling  to  be  carried  out.  It 
was  reported  that  in  response  to  a  request  made  to  the  Glas.^cv 
and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie 
had  been  nominated  for  appointment  on  the  Local  Committee 
under  tbe  Venereal  Disease  Act  in  Glasgow.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  chemists  generally  should  interest  themselves  in 
this  matter,  so  as  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  any  local  action 
regarding  it. 

It  was  reported  that  in  one  area  a  letter  had  been  issued  to 
all  local  chemists  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Local  Authority,  asking 
individual  chemists  to  state  at  what  price  they  would  supply 
the  drugs  specified  in  an  accompanying  list,  the  drugs  mentioned 
being  arsenobillon,  diarsenol,  galyl,  kharsivan,  and  novarseno- 
billon.  The  opinion  was  strongly  expressed  that  chemists  should 
refrain  from  making  individual  quotations,  and  that,  as  in  the 
case  of  National  Health  Insurance  work,  the  only  wise  plan  was 
to  have  collective  bargaining  by  the  chemists  as  a  body  on  one 
side  and  any  Local  Authority  on  the  other  side,  and  such  bar- 
gaining should  be  on  a  national  basis. 

Education. 

It  was  I'eported  that  in  view  of  the  early  introductiori  of  a 
new  Education  Act  applying  to  Scotland,  probably  on  the  lines 
of  the  Education  Act  for  England,  which  was  recently  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  practical  problems  would  arise  as  to 
securing  in  the  educational  system  of  the  country  proper  pro- 
vision for  the  training  of  apprentices  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
Scholars  would  be  required  to  attend  school  till  the  age;  of  six- 
teen years,  by  which  time  their  education  would  probably  be 
developed  along  lines  adapted  to  their  prospective  future  occupa- 
tion. Any  scholar  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
begin  an  occupation  would  be  required  to  attend  classes  at  the 
day  school  up  till  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  would  require 
to  be  freed  from  his  occupational  work  for  something  like  eight 
or  nine  hours  each  week.  In  the  reconstruction  of  the  educa- 
tional equipment  of  the  country  after  tlie  war  there  was  also 
much  reason  for  taking  action  to  secure  that  aJiy  technical 
training  institutions,  such  as  the  Heriot-Watt  College  in  Edin- 
burgh, the  Technical  College  in  Glasgow  and  Gordon's  College 
in  Aberdeen,  adequate  provision  should  'oe  made  for  the  train- 
ing of  pharmaceutical  students  for  the  qualifying  examinations. 
It  was  reported  that  the  Edinburgh  School  Board  had  already 
formulated  a  scheme  setting  up  three  distinct  schools  for 
sT>ecialised  teaching,  and  similar  movements  were  being  con- 
sidered in  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  appoint  the  following  special  Committee  on  Education  to 
watch  over  this  question  and  take  such  action  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  see  that  the  points  raised  were  ftilly  dealt  with,  namely, 
the  Chairman  and  Messrs.  Cowie,  A.  Cunie,  W.  L.  Currie,  md 

D.O.R.A.  Regulations. 

Correspondence  was  submitted  with  reference  to  the  stoppage 
in  the  supply  by  wholesalers  of  methylated  spirit.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  retailers  could  sell  the  stocks  in  ihand,  but  any 
doing  so  must  renew  their  methylated  spirit  licence.  Those  who 
had  stopped  sales  could  quite  easily  drop  the  licence,  because 
it  could  be  renewed  at  any  date  when  they  desired  to  resume 
selling.  They  would,  however,  be  quite  una.ble  to  obtain  any 
further  supplies  for  sale. 

As  had  been  foreseen  by  some,  the  temporary  Defence  of  the 
Realm  Act  Regulations  prohibiting  the  supply  to  men  in 
H.M.'s  Forces  of  the  narcotic  drugs  schedided  under  the  Army 
Council  Order  of  May  11,  1916,  had  been  under  consideration  by 
medical  practitioners.  It  was  understood  they  proposed  to  apply 
to  the  Privy  Council  to  have  these  temporary  restrictions  made 
permanent  and  applied  to  tbe  civil  as  well  as  to  the  naval  and 
military  population.  This  proposal  raisefl  matters  of  some  im- 
portance, which  would  require  careful  watching  by  registered 
chemists. 
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Chemists  and  Military  Service- 

The  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Drug  Tariff,  Statistics 
and  Agreements  of  tlie  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
(Scotland)  being  in  attendance  for  conference,  tlie  Executive 
cojijiidered  questions  arising  in  connection  with  chemists  and 
military  service.  An  extensive  correspondence  had  taken  place. 
The  chief  point  arising  related  to  the  position  of  exempted 
chemists  in  whose  case  Tribunals  had  made  it  a  condition  of 
oxomptioii  that  they  should  join  the  Volunteer  Force  and  sign 
the  agreement  imder  Section  B  of  the  Volunteer  Force  Order. 
All  exempted  chemists  had  been  advised  not  to  sign  the  agree- 
ment if  by  doing  so  they  rendered  themselves  liable  to  penalties 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and  to  breach  of  contract  under  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Acts  if  they  carried  out  the  con- 
ditions of  the  agreement  under  Section  B.  Many  chemists,  con 
trary  to  this  advice,  had  signed  the  agreement,  with  a  .'orbal 
understanding  with  the  local  commanding  officer  that  they  would 
not  be  called  away  from  their  business  for  any  duties  under  tho 
Volunteer  Force  Order.  A  change  in  the  commanding  officer 
or  -an  instruction  from  the  higher  command  had  created  much 
difficulty  by  such  chemists  being  warned  that  they  must  carry 
out  the  whole  duties  under  tiie  agreement  or  run  the  risk  of 
'having  their  exemption  cancelled.  In  many  cases  the  Tribunal 
and  the  Military  Authorities  had  been  reasonable,  but  in  other 
instances  the  situation  had  resulted  in  a  deadlock.  Consequently 
the  whole  matter  had  been  referred  to  Sir  Auckland  Geddes,  the 
Director-General  of  National  Service,  who  had  acknowledged 
the  communication  and  promised  considerati  m. 


SOUTH  WALES  AND  MONMOUTHSHIRE 
PHARMACISTS'  LOCAL  ASSOCIATIONS 
FEDERATION. 


The  firsit  Executive  meeting  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  the 
affihated  Associations  was  held  on  October  25  at  the  Shaftesbury 
Hotel,  Newport.— The  Phesident,  Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  J.P.  (Car- 
difJ)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Mr.  Benson 
Harries  (Newport),  Councillor  H.  M.  Lloyd  (Morthyr),  Vice- 
Presidents  ;  H.  S.  Arnold  (Carnarvon),  Treasurer ;  E.  C.  Harden 
(Cardiff),  Hon.  Secretary;  Albert  Hagon  and  W.  H  Fumivall 
(Ctoiiff),  W.  Findlay  (Newport),  Alderman  P.  Rees  (Merthyr) 
B.  Thomas  (Monmouthshire).— The  President  said  they  had  met 
to  discuss  several  matters  of  pharmaceutical  interest.  One  of 
these  was  the  question  of  Parliamentai-y  representation.  He 
•was  surprised  that  any  student  of  politics  to-day  held  the  opinio\i 
that  organised  bodies  of  professional  men,  traders,  or  work- 
people wovild  not  benefit  by  direct,  or  even  indirect,  'representa- 
tion m  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  common  knowledge, 
easily  and  readily  verified,  and  substantiated  by  incontrovertible 
facts,  that  in  almost  every  instance  where  something  had  been 
gamed  by  these  bodies  it  was  almost  wholly  due  to  the  informa- 
tion— the  first-hand  knowledge— of  the  questions,  supplied  by 
members  of  the  House  representing  their  respective  interests. 
He  thought  that  pharmacists  should  endeavour,  more  and  more, 
to  obtain  not  one  direct  representative,  but  as  many  as  possible, 
and  the  gam  to  pharmacy,  in  the  course  of  a  little  time,  would 
bo  invaluable.— Mr.  H.  M.  Llotd  concurred.  Past  represcnta- 
Tives  in  the  House  had  been  very  serviceable.  Candidates  must 
have  the  technical  knowledge,  and,  if  not  numerically  great, 
could  easily  associate  themselves  with  other  organised  classes 
represented,  and  in  that  way  they  could  exert  influence  and 
power.  He  proposed  that  this  Federation  cordially  endorses  the 
action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  this  matter.- Mr. 
Albert  Hagon,  in  seconding,  said  that  the  Council  were  anxious 
to  secure  the  election  of  Mr.  Woolcock,  and  they  would  be  glad 
to  have  more  than  one  voice  in  Parliament,  so  that  suita:ble  can- 
didates -would  be  assisted  morally  and  financially.  The  Parlia- 
menta-ry  Fund  was  not  a  party  fund.  It  was  a  common  fund, 
to  be  used  for  all  parties,  but  it  was  essential  that  the  moneys 
contributed  to  this  fund  must  'be  largely  augmented.  Ho  urged 
upon  every  pharmacist  the  necessity  for  subscribing.- Messrs. 
H.  M.  Lloyd,  Hagon,  Findlay,  Arnold,  B.  Thomas,  and  H. 
i^umivall  also  supported  the  principle,  to  which  the  meeting 
unanimously  agreed.— The  President  expressed  the  opiniom 
that  the  generad  Press  sihould  ibe  utilised  to  put 
forward  the  chemists'  point  of  view  on  (various  mat- 
ters of  pharmaceutical  interest,  and  this  view  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Benson  Harries  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
and  on  being  put  to  the  meeting  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 
A  Press  Committee,  composed  of  the  hon.  ofiicers  and  Mr. 
Hagon,  was  elected  to  deal  with  the  matter  from  time  to  time  — 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hagon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lloyd  it  was 


agreed  that  the  L.A.E.  be  written  to  suggesting  that  at  varioua 
timers  Associations  be  suipplied  with  lists  of  articles  tha<t  are  pro- 
hibited by  sale  under  Defence  of  the  Reahn  or  other  Regula- 
tions. In  the  evening  the  Newport  Pharmacists'  Association 
entertained  the  'delegates  and  several  representative  towns- 
men at  the  iShaftesbury  Hotel. — Mr.  Benson  Harries,  president 
of  the  Aseociation,  was  in  the  dhair. — Mr.  Leo  Joseph  (Cardiff), 
in  addressing  the  meeting,  dealt  with  the  necessity  for  better 
training  and  education  for  pharmacists.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  new  Federation  would  become  a  real  live,  use- 
ful organisation,  not  only  from  a  pirofe6.sional  point  of  view, 
but  from  the  ijoint  of  view  that  they  woula  be  able  to  work 
economically  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  generally. — Dr. 
Lloyd  Davies,  Chairman  of  the  Newport  Insurance  Committee, 
advocated  State  medical  service  luidor  Civil  Service  conditions. 
— Dr.  Jones  Greer,  Dr.  Holland  (Principal  of  the  Newport 
Technical  Institute),  Mr.  Brimsmead  Williams  (Pre6i<lent  of 
the  local  Chamber  of  Trade),  Mr.  F.  E.  Battersby,  M.A.  (Head- 
master of  Newport  Intermediate  iSchool),  and  Mr.  W.  J.  T. 
Collins  (Editor  of  the  Aryus),  also  spoke. — Mr.  A.  Hagon 
(Cardiff),  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
speakers,  spoke  of  the  more  cordial  feeling  between  pharmacists 
and  doctors  since  the  operation  of  the  Insurance  Act.  He 
wondered  whether  an  agreement  might  not  be  come  to  between 
phaimaciisbs  and  the  medical  profession  for  the  dispensing  of 
all  medicines  Iby  tlieformeir,  ana  the  resitriotion  of  all  prcscrilbing' 
to  the  latter.  He  asked  the  doctors  to  favoiuraibly  consider 
this  suggestion. — ^^Ir.  Hill  Lloyd  (Merthyr)  seconded,  and 
Mr.  Harden  (Cardiff)  and  Dr.  Burpitt  (Schools  Medical 
Officer)  supported  the  motion,  each  paying  tribute  to  the  initia- 
tive and  organising  ability  of  M-r.  Benson  Harries,  who  had 
brought  the  Federation  into  life.  The  hope  was  expressed  that 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Feaeration  at  Swansea,  West  Wales 
would  be  included  in  the  area. — Light  refreshments  were  pro- 
vided by  the  Newport  Association,  and  a  short  musical  pro- 
gramme was  greatly  enjoyed. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL 

Mrs.  Florence  Knott,  wife  of  Mr.  Percy  Knott,  pharmacist, 
wias  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  at  the  last  meeting  repre- 
sentative g^overnor  of  the  Bolton  School. 

Opium  for  Smoking.— By  an  Order  in  Council  of  October 
23,  Regulation  40  B  is  amended  as  follows :— (7)  If  any  person 
(a)  prepares  opium  for  smoking;  or  (6)  deals  in  or  has  in  his 
possession  any  opium  prepared  for  smoking;  or  (c),  being  the 
occupier  of  any  premises,  permits  those  premises  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  the  preparation  of  opium  for  smoking,  or  of  the 
sale  or  smoking  of  opium  prepared  for  smoking;  or  (d)  is  con- 
cerned in  the  management  of  any  premises  used  for  any  such 
purpose  as  aforesaid ;  or  (e)  has  in  his  possession  any  pipes  or 
other  utensils  for  use  in  connection  with  the  smoking  of  opium, 
o'-  any  utensils  for  use  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of 
opium  for  smoking ;  or  (f)  frequents  any  place  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opium  smoking,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  summary  offence 
against  these  Regulations. 

Restrictions  on  Posters  and  Circulars.— By  a  Board  of  Trade 
Consolidation  Order  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  it 
is  enacted  that  no  person  shall  exhibit  or  cause  or  permit  to  be 
exhibited  any  poster,  the  superficial  measurements  of  which 
exceed  2,400  square  inches,  containing  any  advertisement, 
announcement,  or  intimation  with  respect  to  goods  offered  for 
sale  by  a  retailer  except  at  the  premises  where  such  goods  are 
offered  for  sale.  Until  January  31,  1918,  advertising  circulars — 
moneylenders'  circulars  are  forbidden  now  and  after  that  date — 
subject  to  certain  conditions  as  to  weight,  may  be  issued. 
Nothing  in  the  Order  applies  to  diaries,  almanacks,  and  calendars 
containing  advertising  matter  for  gratuitous  issue  for  1918  which, 
were  printed  or  partly  printed  before  September  10,  1917.  and 
which  contain  no  more  advertising  matter  than  was  included 
in  the  issue  made  for  the  same  person  in  1917.  The  expre.ssion 
"  advertising  circulars "  includes  advertisements  (other  than 
posters)  issued  gratuitously  and  printed  or  written  on  paper, 
cardboard,  or  other  similar  material,  tradesmen's  catalogues  and 
price-lists,  advertising  sheets  or  periodicals  in  the  form  of  a  news- 
paper or  magazine,  whether  registered  as  a  newspaper  or  not, 
which  are  distributed  gratuitously,  and  of  which  advertising  is 
the  main  and  not  merely  an  ancillary  purpose,  diaries, 
almanacks,  and  calendars  Lssued  gratuitously  and  containing 
advertising  matter.  Apart  from  the  concession  until  January 
31,  1918,  no  person  shall  issue  or  despatch  any  advertising 
circular,  either  by  post,  by  hand,  in  the  form  of  inset,  or  other- 
wise, wihether  the  same  is  issued  by  a  trader  to  a  trader  or  in 
response  to  a  request  in  writing  or  otherwise. 


November  3,  191  Y.I     THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST. 


209 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[Seeretariet  of  Pharmacautical  Atiociationa  are  requested  to  send  briej  reports  0/  meetings  for  pubUeation, 
10  as  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later   than  the   Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meetirig,] 


BRIGHTON. — The  fii-st  meeting  of  the  autumn  session  of 
the  Brighton  and  Hove  Association  of  Pharmacy  was  held  on 
October  17. — ^Mr.  A.  J.  Fbaxklin  (Vice-President)  took  the 
chair,  in  the  absence  of  Commandant  Yates  (President),  who 
was  called  out  on  ambulance  duty. — It  was  agreed  not  to  renew 
licences  for  methylated  spirit  unless  present  stocks  were  heavy. 
—Mr.  KiN'GSLEY  Padwick  g-ave  a  short  account  of  the  Phar- 
macy War  Savings  Association.  Nearly  £1,000  has  already 
been  saved.— Messrs.  Ashtox  and  Btjegess,  with  others,  took 
part  in  a  discussion  on  patents  at  face  value. — An  account  of 
a  visit  to  the  Sussex  County  Hospital  was  given  by  Mr.  Edgab 
JoxES.  Afte-.-  an  admiring  reference  to  the  aJbsolute  clean- 
liness of  the  hospital,  Mr.  Jones  referred  to  the  newly 
opened  venereal  disease  department  at  the  hospitall,  a 
few  short  notes  on  syphilis  were  given,  tracing  its 
origin  in  Europe  to  Sipain  in  1494,  and  then  the 
various  methods  of  treatment  were  touched  on.  Mr. 
Walmsley,  pharmacis-t  to  the  hospital,  kindly  brought  as  speci- 
mens sample  tubes  of  Salvarsan,  Neo-Salvarsan,  and  the  English 
equivalents.  Also  a  CO,  pencil,  which  was  handed  roimd,  ex- 
cited much  interest. — ilr.  Fbaxklin,  Governor  of  the  hospital 
and  Deputy-Chairman  of  the  Drug  Committee,  then  appealed 
for  subscriptions  to  that  institution.  A  big  deficit  existed  for  the 
year,  and  unless  much  reduced,  beds  must  be  closed.  It  was 
decided  to  make  a  special  appeal  to  chemists,  in  fhe  same  way 
that  an  appeal  was  being  made  to  the  other  associations  in  the 
town,  and  Mr.  Franklin  particularly  asked  that  chemists 
should  respond  liberally. — A  vote  of  tlhanka  was  passed  to  the 
Chairman  for  presiding. 


CHESTER.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Chester  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmacists'  Association  took  place  at  the  Blossoms 
Hotel  on  Thursday,  October  25,  Mr.  D.ivro  Dickinsou,  M.P.S., 
President,  in  tlie  chair.  After  the  usual  monthly  business  had 
been  despatched,  the  Association  had  the  pleasure  of  listening 
t-)  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  lecti.ire  on 

losic  Medication 
delivered  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Dickinson,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  Prin- 
cipal of  tho  Chester  and  North  Wales  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Mr.  Kenneth  Dickinson  premised  that  the  subject  was  divi- 
sible into  three  well-defined  sections — ^namely,  (1)  What  is  ionic 
medication  ?  (2)  Scope  of  ionic  medication  (or  the  sphere  of 
the  physician) ;    and  (3)  the  apparatus  and  accessories  required 
for  ionic  medication  (or  the  sphere  of  the  pharmacist).  Deal- 
ing with  (1),  the  lecturer  gave  clear  and  succinct  definitions  of 
such    terms    as   "  ionic   medication,"    "  atom,"    "  molecule," 
"ion,"      "electrolytes,      and     non  electrolytes,"  "valency," 
"cathode"    and    "anode,"   "  rheophore "    and  "electrode," 
jf^r  with  a  lucid  description  of  the  modus  operandi  of  the 
.ont  {2)  which  had  been  successfully  employed  in  a  nurn- 
;i    of  diseases-— e.^.,  zinc  ionisation  for  ulcers  and  sinuses, 
mercury  in  syphilis,  magnesium  for  warts,  and  even  for  corns ; 
V'hile  rheumatism,  ringworm,  baldness,  septic  diseases  of  the 
mouth,  arthritis,  vaginitis,  amenorrhoea,  and  many  other  mala- 
iiea  have  j-ielded  to  this  treatment,  which  is  also  useful  for 
the  rapid    introduction — with    speedy  and   full  physiological 
effect  of  alkaloids — e.g.,  quinine  in  neuralgia,  and  cocaine  as 
an  anaisthetic.    As  regards  (3),  ionic  medication  was  a  field 
wh'ifo'n  lay  many  eligible  plots  for   the  enterprising  phar- 
m;j' j-r,  if  only  he  would  seize  certain  well-defined  opportuni- 
f  fft  along  the  following  lines: — (a)  He  should  be  able  to  pre- 
lare  at  a  moment's  notice  solutions  of  any  required  medica- 
■fient  of  any  required  strength — say,  1,  2,  or  3  per  cent.  This 
can  rfiadily  be  dona  if  it  is  remembered  that  4.375  grains  of 
a  suh»stance  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water  yields  a  1  per  cent, 
w/w  solution,    (h)  He  should  kee,p  spare  parts  likely  to  be 
required  by  the  practitioner,  such  as  rheoiphores,  electrodes, 
and  cella  for  recharging,    (c)  He  should  be  able  to  prepare 
at  short  tKntice  special  electrodes  of  any  shapes — zinc,  copper, 
and  so  on — and  to  solder  to  them  the  requisite  parts,    (d)  He 
should  be  prepared  to  maintain  an  effective  battery  or  bat- 
teries of  suflficient  power  for  hire  for  home  treatment,  since 
it  i«  often  inconvenient  for  a  patient  to  remain  in  the  con- 
8ulting-rof)m  while  undergoing  the  treatment.    The  pharma- 
w'rt.  with  his  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  physics,  was  pecu- 


liarly adapted  foar  such  a  .scientific  sideline,  and  it  was 
gratifying  to  know  that  in  a  number  of  centres  the  leading 
pharmacists  had  already  taken  it  up.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Dickinson  ex,pi-es&ed  his  hearty  acknowledgments  to  Messrs. 
Hattricks,  of  London,  for  the  loan  of  the  instruments,  whic4i 
had  enaibled  him  to  give  a  demonstration  of  the  teohniqiie  of 
the  subject. — ^A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  tor- 
minated  the  proceedings. 


EDINBURGH   DISTRICT    CHEMISTS'  TRADE  ASSO- 
CI.4TI0N. — The  opening  meeting  of  the  winter  session  of  the 
Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  was  held  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Thursday,  October  25,  at  8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  James  Dick,  President, 
in  the  chair.    The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. — The  Chaieman  said  he  would  confine  his  remarks  to 
a  few  points  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Association.  There 
was  evidence  of  renewed  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Association, 
and  the  memibership  at  the  present  moment  was  stronger  than 
ever  before.    The   Association  had  taken  up  the  subject  of 
earlier  closing  of  shops  before  it  was  dealt  with  by  Parliament, 
and  their  action  had  iielped  the  movement.    Every  chemist  was 
now  feeling  the  benefit  of  earlier  closing.    Instead  of  times  of 
slavery  and  want  of  home  life  there  was  opportunity  for  leisure 
and  much-needed  social  relaxation.    When  the  war  finished  and 
demobilisation  began  they  would  'require,  as  a  craft,  to  give 
special  consideration  to  readjustment  and  reconstruction.  Wages 
were  unprecedentedly  thigh,  and  the  cost  of  living  was  enor- 
mously increased.    They  could  never  hope  that  those  who  had 
fought  so  well  would  .return  to  civil  life  under  the  old  con- 
ditions as  to  remuneration.    The  increased  cost  of  materials  and 
woi-king  expenses  would  necessitate  an  increase  in  retail  prices 
and  in  payment  for  dispensing.    He  suggested  that  the  Associa- 
tion might  consider  the  drawing  up  of  a  scale  of  fixed  prices  for 
general  use.    He  earnestly  invited  thp  members  generally  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  so  that  tho 
varied  opinion  and  advice  of  the  whole  membership  might  result 
in  good  work  being  done — Mr.  Glass,  in  moving  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman,  which  was  cordially  awarded,  said  the 
subject  of  the  education  of  apprentices  would  call  for  careftd 
consideration,  and  the  matter  had  already  been  taken  up  by 
the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.    The  question  of  prices  was  also  of  great  practical  im- 
portance.   Chemists  in  the  West  of  Scotland  already  had  a  very 
good  list,  and  changes  were  intimated  to  the  members  frorn  time 
to  time.— Mr.  Peter  Nisbet  opened  an  interesting  discussion  on 
the  retail  prices  of  patents  and  proprietary  articles.    The  dis- 
cussion was  taken  part  in  by  Messrs.  Adamson,  Brown,  Dawson, 
Dick,  Duncan,  Finlay,   Glass,  Kelly,  Macpherson,  Noble,  and 
Reid.    After  a  full  expression  of  opinion,  the  followmg  resolu- 
tion, moved  by  Mr.  Nisbet,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Macphee.son 
was  unanimously  agreed  to :— "  That  this  meeting  of  Edinburgh 
District  Cliemists  is  of  opinion  that  all  patent  medicines  and  pro- 
prietary articles  should  be  sold  at  face  ivalue;    that  all  patents 
and  proprietary  articles  should  show  at  least  a  minimum  profit 
of  25  per  cent.,  toilet  articles  33  1-3  per  cent.,  on  the  retail  price; 
that  other  Scottish  Associations  be  approached  and  asked  to 
support  an  effort  to  attain  this  end."— The  Sechetaet  intimated 
that  an  interesting  scries  of  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  sub- 
jects of  general  interest  to  the  crift  was  being  arranged,  and 
would  be  duly  intimated. 


LAN.4RKSHIRE.— The  first  meeting  of  the  winter  session  of 
the  Lanarkshire  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  in  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Rooms,  165,  Hill  Street,  Glasgow,  on 
October  17,  Mr.  Balfour  Reekie,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  to  listen  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  the 
well-known  and  highlv  esteemed  Scottish  phaTmaeiwt  and  mem- 
ber of  Council  of  the  Phairmacrutioa.!  Society.— Mr .  CuHRTE  gave 
a  very  interesting  addiress  on  "  Ouirrent  Pharmaceutical  Topics." 
He  advocated  and  emphasised  the  need  for  organisation,  and  was 
convinced  that  the  more  favourable  -position  of  Scottish  chemists 
compared  with  those  of  England  to-day  was  due  in  no  srnall 
degree  to  Scottish  organisation.  In  his  opinion  representation 
on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  should  be 
territorial.    In  this  way  Scotland  would  always  hai^'e  three  i-epre- 
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Bentatives.  They  are  well  represented  at  present,  but  this  is  only 
accidental ;  other  parts  of  the  country  would  likewise  be  equally 
ropreBonted.  The  speaJcer  then  discussed  education,  amd  a/d vised 
chemists  to  keep  themselves  well  versed  if  they  wis^lied  to  keep 
pace  with  the  times.  The  man  who  is  to  keep  to  the  forefront 
of  his  profession  is  the  man  who  is  prepared  to  study  new  phases 
of  tlio  profession— e.j/..  Bacteriology.  In  Insurance  matters  Mr. 
Currie  thought  that  if  English  chemists  had  listened  to  their 
Scottish  friends  at  the  introduction  of  National  (Health  Insur- 
ance pharnuaoists  in  tJie  South  would  have  been  in  a 
different  position  to-day.  The  Lecturer  also  spoke  of 
the  CJiarter,  and  pointed  out  that  the  duty  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  to  protect  those  who  foi- 
llowed  the  calling  of  a  chemist  and  di-uggist,  whi«h  to  his 
mind  meant  those  who  dispensed  the  prescriptions  of  qualified 
practitioners  and  vended  poisons.  This  was  their  first  duty,  but 
did  not  bar  them  from  protecting  chemists  in  other  directions.— 
Among-st  otlier  miattors,  th©  adoiptiion  of  a  Mininium  Retail  Price 
List  was  discussed,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  support  the 
parent  Association  (G.  and  W.  of  S.  Association)  in  their 
efforts  to  provide  a  list  for  Scotland.  It  was  amiounced  mat 
as  a  result  of  the  Aasooiiation's  efforts  sufficient  money  bad 
been  raised  to  name  a  bed  in  Bellahouston  Red  Gross  Hospita  l. 


LEITH.— The  annual  meeting  of  th©  Leith  District,  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  on  October  22,  Mr.  Noble,  President,  in 
the  chair.— The  Secbetary  igave  his  annoail  report,  and  the 
accounts  havin,g  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Ciirrie  and  Dumcan, 
the  Treasukeh,  Mr.  Cooper,  suihmi'tted  his  balance-sheet  and 
ra[x>rt,  which  showed  a  oonsidenable  balance  in  hand. — ^Mr. 
NlSBET,  Secretary  of  LooaJ  Phai-roaoeutioal  Committee,  them 
gvaAre  a  detailed  account  of  the  National  Health  Iil- 
suranoe-  work  of  his  Committee.  Ofhceibeareiis  for  the 
ensuino-  year  -were  elected  as  follows :  — Chairman,  Mr. 
4  Ourrie;  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  G.  D.  Thomson;  Hoix. 
"Socreitary  Mr.  Nislbet ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Cooper;  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Noble,  Duncan,  Walker,  Brown,  Muir; 
Auditors,  Messrs.  Forgan  and  Duncan.  Donations  of  £1  Is.  each 
were  made  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  at  the  Seafield  War  Hospital 
and  the  -sailors  at  Pilton  Hospital.  A  discussion  then  took  place 
on  various  trade  matters. 

NORTH  LONDON.— The  first  meeting  for  the  session  of 
the  North  London  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on 
Ootober  25,  at  the  Progressive  Phariruacy  Club,  the  President, 
Mr.  Hugo  Wolff,  iai  the  chair.— The  Secretary  raised  many 
interesting  points  in  his  report,  and  the  Trade  Secretaiy,  Mi-. 
Hearle,  submitted  a  stateimemt  dealing  with  viarious  trade 
topics  and  interesits,  which  wvas  followed  by  an  interesting 
discussion. 

SOUTH-EASTERN.— A  general  meeting  of  the  South-East 
London  Pharmacists'  Association,  being  the  first  of  the  session, 
was  held  at  Maitland  House,  Greenwich,  on  October  25,  Mr. 
A.    J.    Wing,    President,  in    the    chair.    Lottens  of  apology 
for     non-attendance     from     several     members     unable  to 
attend    were     read    by    the    Secretary,     also  correspond- 
ence   from    the    Pharmaceutical    Society    in    refearenoe  to 
sugar  and  the  Parliamentary  Fund.    The  question  of  a  Sutplus 
Stock  List  in  conjunction  with  other  branches  of  tlie  County 
Association  was  discussed,  and  after  numerous  expressions  of 
opinion  for  and  against  (mostly  against)  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Williams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Siddle,  it  was  decided  to  take 
no  action  in  the  matter.— Mr.  J.  Humphrey  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Keith 
then  addressed  the  meeting  on  "  The  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club,"  setting  forth  in  detail  the  main  objects  of  the  Club,  con- 
ditions of  membership,  and  stating  the  many  ways  in  which  it  %yas 
hoped  that  the  Club  would  benefit  pharmacy  and  pharmacists 
on  the  social  side,  the  business  side,  and  the  political  side.  Mr. 
Humphrey  said  "  the  success  of  the  Club  was  assured,  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members  having  joined,  and  their  number 
was  being  added  to  daily." — A  discussion  followed,  several  ques- 
tions put  by  members  being  answered  by  the  speakers. — The 
President,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Humphrey  and 
Keith,  wliioh  was  unanimously  carried,  announced  his  intention 
of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Club.— Mr.  Siddle  raised  the 
question   of   the    discontinuance   of   the    bonus    payment  for 
window    shows    of     Erasmic    Soaips     and     Wright's  Coal 
Tar   Soa/p,   and  after  consideralble   discussion  the  following 
resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  SniDLE,  soox>nded  by  Mr.  Tug  well, 
was  unanimously  carried  : — "That  this  meeting  of  South-Basit 
London  pharmacists  are  very  dissatisfied  with  the  witlidrawiaJ 
of  window  .show  terms  by  Erasmio  Co.,  Ltd.,   and  Wright, 
Layman  and  Umney,  and  strongly  urge  thean  to  reintroduce  the 
Bchemc,  and  to  pay  for  the  window  display  in  a  cash  allowance 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  soap  previously  allowed  as  a  payment 
for  display." — "The  Secretary  was  asked  to  forward  this  resolution 


to  the  County  Secretary  and  to  the  Secretary  of  each  London 
District  Association,  so  that  it  might  obtain  tlie  backing  of  the 
majority  of  the  pharmacists  in  the  London  area. 


WEST  HAM.— An  address  on  Micro-biology  was  gfiven  by  Mr 
Herbert  Skinnek  to  the  members  of  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham, 
and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Association  of  Pharmacists,  at 
the  Progressiive  Pharmacy  Cluib,  on  October  18.    Mr.  Skinner 
pleaded  for  more  adequate  consideration  of  the  subject  of  micro- 
biology, which  tiorm  he  preferred  to  bacteriology,  and  its  bearing 
on  the  future  of  the  health  of  the  community,  and  proceeded  to 
show  its  relation  to  pharmacy.    In  discussing  the  practical  value 
of  bacteriology  Mr.  Skinner  said  its  real  value  lay  in  completing 
the  chain  of  pharmaceutical  training  by  which  the  chemist  is 
enabled  scientifically  to  test  the  condition  of  any  article  of  food 
or  drink.    It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  examination 
of  milk  and  distilled  water.    A  chemist  should  be  able  to  tell  the 
difference  between  sterilised  and  unsterilised  milk,  and  give 
the  reason,  and  also  be  able  to  hand  out  distilled  water  free  from 
ammonia,  perfectly  sterile  and  fit  for  arsenical  injection.  Fortu- 
nately chemicals  were  proof  against  the  presence  of  bacteria,  but 
syrups,  infusions,  etc.,  were  not  always  above  reproach.  Moulds, 
which  were  the  greatest  enemy,  readily  showed  their  presence, 
as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  Inf.  Quassia  when  the  chips  had 
been  kept  in  a  damp  place.    Mr.  Slanner  then  emphasised  the 
great  loss  to  the  health  of  the  community  by  disregard  for  phar- 
maceutical knowledge.    A  knowledge  of  drugs  did  not  depend 
on  medical  but  on  pharmaceutical  science,  and  the  same  would 
apply  to  micro-biology,  if  only  pharmacists  would  bend  their 
specialised  faculties  to  the  work.    The  pharmacist  was  essentially 
an  experimentalist,  and  if  a  broader  outlook  were  cultivated  and 
a  chance  given  to  pharmacists  who  showed  a  trend  that  way,  so 
that  they  could  be  trained  in  research  work  as  affecting  the 
whole  realm  of  remedial  medicine,  there  would  be  many  gratifying 
results.    Neither  Ehrlich  nor  Pasteur  was  a  medical  man.  Mr. 
Skinner  recommended  as  an  excellent  model  for  a  syllabus  of 
micro-biology  a  paper  by  Mr.  Gamble,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  published  in  the  P.  J.,  for  August,  1916.     In  conclusion 
Mr.   'Skinner  maintained   that  in  any   reconstruction   of  the 
sjdlabus  of  training  a  niche  must  be  found  for  some  knowledge 
of  micro-'biology.    A  cordia;!  vote  of  thanks  wias  awarded  to 

Mr.  Skirmer  for  his  instructive,  address. 


LATE  LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Phai-maceutical  Society  v.  Coojier. 

At  rhe  Bow  County  Court,  on  October  31,  a  summons  was 
hoard,  which  had  been  taken  out  by  the  Pbarmaoeutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  against  Mr.  William  Cooper,  of  179, 
Salmon  Lane,  Limehouse,  E.,  for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty 
of  £5  iiicuw-ed  by  him  on  Jaiy  20,  1917,  for  selling  poison, 
being  Veratrine,  a  poi.90nous  vegetable  alkaloid,  contained 
in  a  box  of  Rankin'is  Oimtmeiit,  the  defendant  being  an 
uniregistered  person  under  tlie  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell  appeared  for  the  PharmaoeuticaJ 
Society.    The  defendiaoit  did  not  appear. 

Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  H.  jVIoon  (Deputy  Registrar), 
Mr.  George  Waldock  (inspector),  and  Mr.  Thomas  Tickle 
(a.nalyst  to  the  Society),  a:A  the  kst-menitionod  witness  proved 
the  analysis  of  the  article  sold,  and  that  the  Veratrine  con- 
tained in  the  box  of  Rankin's  Ointment  was  a  poison  in- 
clud:>d  in  the  Schedule  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmiacy  Act.  1908. 

Judgment  was  given  for  the  Pharmaoeuitioal  Society  for  the 
pomalty  claimed,  and  costs. 


TRADE  MARK  APPLICATIONS. 

From  the  Trade  Marks  Journal,  September  5,  1917. 

"  Alcoholism  Remedy,  Dipsomin  Brand,"  for  chemical  sub- 
stances prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  Sydney 
Francis  Body,  "Body's  Pharmacies,"  167,  High  Street,  Southend- 
on-Sea,  and  170,  Station  Road,  Westclitf-on-Sea,  pharmacist, 
manufacturing  chemist,  and  optician.  379,070. 

"  Phenacetin,  Becol  Brand,"  for  chemical  substances  for  use 
in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  The  Bradford  Wool  Extracting  Co., 
Ltd.,  Pit  Lane  Mills,  Pit  Lane,  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  manufac- 
turers of  fine  chemicals.  378,788. 

From  the  Trade  Markn  Journal,  September  12,  1917. 

"  Parachute,"  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  Christr.  Thomas  and  Bros.,  Ltd., 
Broad  Plain  Soap  Works,  Bristol,  manufacturers.  378,964. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


The  quotaiions  given  below  are  the  lowest  prompt  cash  prices 
for  bulk  quarUiiies,  to  which  other  charges  have  to  be  added. 
It  is  important  that  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
emy  comparison  between  the  prices  quoted  and  those  of  the 
KhoUsale  drug  trade. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thtjrsdat,  Novembek  1,  1917. 
Busineefi  continuies  quiet,  but  prices  axe  for  the  most  part 
firmJy  maintained.  Instances  of  dnugs  with  a  downward  price 
tendency  are  exceptions.  The  demand  for  Salicylates  is 
quieter,  and  as  makers  are  increasing  their  outpu.t  the  rather 
easier  tendency  is  stiU  noticeable.  Phenacetin  is  steady  on 
the  spot,  and  supplies  are  more  plentiful  than  they  were  a 
-hort  time  ago;  lower  offers,  however,  continue  to  come 
from  the  other  side.  Quinine  has  a  stxong  upward  tendency, 
but  busdness  is  restricted  to  comparatively  small  transactions. 

Higher. — Santonin,  Quinine,  Clove  Oil,  Paraldehyde,  Ipecac- 
uanha, Slhellac,  Cream  of  Tartar,  Turpentine,  Rosin,  Cape 
Aloes,  Coriander  Seed,  Ciunondn  Seed. 

Firmer. — Chloral  Hydrate,  Paraffin  Wax,  Digitalis  Leaves, 
English  Lavender  Oil,  English  Peppermint  Oil,  Ergot  of  Rye, 
Sandalwood  Oil,  Acetanilide,  Sulphur,  Copper  Suiphate, 
Prussiate  of  Soda,  Hyposulphite  of  Soda. 

Easier. — Salicylic  Acid,  Sodium  Salicylate,  Salol,  PhenoJ- 
phthalein.  Cloves,  Xaphtthaline. 


Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — ^There  are  offers  at  14s.  to  14s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

.Acetanilide. — Again  firmer  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  the 
latter  figure  being  nearer  the  general  price. 

Almond  Oil. — Uncihanged  at  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  ac- 
'  ^rding  to  quantity.  Peach  Kernel  Oil  is  veiy  .scarce,  in  fact 
almost  unobtainable,  and  the  price  is  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Dearer.  Business  is  reported  in  Cape  Aloes  at  60s. 
for  good  bright.  Value  of  Cura§oa  is  87s.  6d.  to  88s.  6d.  for 
fine  lots. 

Amidopyrin. — Value  is  about  70s.  to  75s.  per  lb. 

Barb  one. — Firm  at  about  115s.  per  lb. 

Belladonna  Root. — Value  about  5s.  5d.  per  lb.  Bella- 
!  jnna  extract,  B.P.  /98,  is  quoted  at  9s.  6d.  to  ILs.  per  lb. 

Borax. — Crystals,  37s. ;  powder,  38s.  per  cwt. 

Boric  Acid. — Crystals,  62s.  ;  powder,  64s.  per  cwt. 

Bromides. — Firm  at  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  for  the  Potassium 
-lit,  5s.  to  5s.  3d.  for  the  Ammonium  salt,  and  2s.  6d.  to 
2-.  9d.  iiiT  Sodium  Bromide. 

Camphor. — Very  firm.  Japanese  refined  is  quoted  3s.  9d. 
Tier  lb.  for  slabs,  and  4s.  2d.  to  4s.  3d.  for  ^  oz.  tablets. 

Carbolic  Acid. — Obtainable  in  small  quantities  for  hospital 
md  pharmaceutical  use  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  for  ice 
'  rystaLs. 

Cardamoms. — -Mattogroeso  is  worth  about  12s.  per  lb.,  and 
business  is  rep>orted  at  near  that  figure. 
-  Caustic  Soda. — In  good  demand,  with  very  little  offering. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — Not  at  all  plentiful,  and  price  is  firm  at 
abf«jt  lis.  jjer  lb. 

Cinchona  Bark.. — In  Amsterdam,  on  November  8,  1,260 
package.^)  (weighing  73,665  kilos  =  2,213  k'ilos  Quinine  Sul- 
phate) of  phai-maceutical  bark  will  be  offered. 

Citric  Acid. — Unchanged  at  about  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — Quotations  have  again  been  advanced  by  one 
rIi:  ling  per  lb.,  the  quotation  now  being  17s.  per  lb.  for 
Eri!,'iL-ih  distilled. 

Cloves. — Quiet  on  bafda  oif  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Cocaine. — ^There  w  practically  no  relief  of  the  scarcity,  and 
the  va.liif  of  the  hydr^K^loride  is  about  37s.  6d.  io  408.  per  oz. 
f<>r  v.  hjit  i.s  av.'kilable  on  the  spot. 


Copper  Sulphate. — ^The  upward  (tendency  continues;  nomin 
ally  £67  Liverpool. 

Coriander  Seed. — ^Dearer  at  about  75s.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Again  dearer  at  3203.  for  98  per  cent. 

Cummin  Seed. — Value  is  about  67b.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Digitalis  Leaves. — English  is  quoted  23.  per  lb. 

Dill  Seed. — Dearer  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

English  Peppermint  Oil. — Business  has  been  done  at  75s. 
per  lb.,  and  supplies  now  appear  to  be  concentrated  in  few 
hands,  and  higher  prices  aie  asked,  up  to  90s.  being  men- 
tioned ;  business,  however,  could  probably  be  done  at  at  least 
5s.  be-low  this  .price. 

Ergot  of  Rye.— Fii-mer  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Spanish. 

Guaiacol  Carbonate. — Value  is  about  127b.  6d.  to  130s. 
per  lb. 

Hard  Paraffin  The  demand  is  good  and  prices  are  firmer. 

Henbane  Extract.— Uncihanged  at  lis.  6d.  to  12s.  6d.  for 
B.P.  798. 

Hyposulphite  of  Soda. — In  good  inquiry,  but  scarce  at  about 
£18  10s.  for  ordinary ;  pea  crystals  ore  not  offered. 

Insect  Powder. — Is.  6d.  per  lb.  is  wanted  for  powder  for 
half -closed  flowers. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  ■uipward  tendency  continues,  and  vialue 
of  Mattogroisso  is  now  about  12s.  6d.  iper  lb. 

Japan  Wax. — Firm  at  80s.  for  good  squares. 

Lavender  Oii. — A  fair  business  lias  been  done  in  English 
at  lOOs.  iper  lb.,  and  very  little  ia  now  offered. 

Liquorice  Root. — 82s.  6d.  per  cw^t.  (forward)  is  quoted  for 
natural,  and  llSs.  (.spot)  for  decorticated. 

Marshmallow  Root. — In  fair  demand  at  about  112s.  per  owit. 

Naphthalene.— The  demand  is  quieter,  and  price  has  an 
easier  tendency. 

Paraldehyde. — Scarcer  and  raitiheir  dearer  at  about  15s.  to 
I5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin.— Spot  is  offered  at  52s.  to  55s.,  and  eupplies 
would  a,ppear  to  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand ;  tlie  lower 
offers  Sitill  come  from  the  other  side. 

Phenazone. — Firm  at  about  56s.  per  lb. 

Phenolphthalein.— Nc(t  so  difficult  to  obtain  as  it  was  a 
sho^pt  time  ago;  value  is  a/bouit  75s.  per  lb. 

Prussiate  of  Soda— Continues  in  good  demand  witih  very 
little  offering. 

Quinine. — The  firmer  tone  noted  last  week  is  maintained, 
and  value  is  fulily  3s.  3d.  per  oz.  for  the  sulphate  and  up  to 
3s.  6d.  is  mentioned  in  some  quarters, 

Rosemary  Oil.— Very  littlle  English  Rosemary  oil  has  been 
distilled  this  yeaa-. 

Rosin. — Firm,  with  an  im,proved  tendency. 

Rubber.— Steady  but  quiet.  Plantation  :  Standard  No.  1 
crepe,  2s.  8|d.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  3s.  5d. 

Salicylates. — Makers'  output  is  increasing,  and  jja-ioes  have 
a  lower  tendency,  being  now  about  7s.  for  ithe  acid  and  9s. 
per  lb.  for  the  soda,  hvA  in  bo.th  ckses  these  prices  might  be 
shaded. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Crushed,  80s. 

Salol. — Rather  easier  at  about  IQs.  per  lb. 

Santonin. — ^The  English  ajgent  has  received  instructions  from 
headquarters  in  .Russia  that  the  selling  price  must  be  ad- 
vanced by  20s.  per  kilo.  Price  is  now,  therefore,  164s.  to 
I69s.  per"  lb. 

Sandalwood  Oil.— Eirmer  at  56s.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 
Shellac— Dearer  on  basis  of  280s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange, 
Squill.— 55s.  to  65s.,  ai00o.rding  to  colour. 
Star  Aniseed  Oii. — Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship.'* 
Sulphonal. — Unchanged  at  about  42s.  per  lb. 
Sulphur. — With  more  inquiry  prices  have  an  upward  ten- 
dency. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Steady  at  about  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 
Trional. — Value  is  about  56s.  to  58s.  per  lb. 
Turpentine. — Dearer  at  89s.  6d.  for  American  s^i. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  William  Blakeley,  the  newly  elected  President  of  the 
Dewsbury  and'  District  Pharmacists' 
Association,  was  apprenticed  with 
the  late  W.  S.  Baxter,  of  Bramley, 
the  joint  author  along  with  Mr. 
Harry  L.  Taylor,  of  Birmingham, 
of  the  '  Optician's  Manual.'  Mr. 
Blakeley  was  also  two  years  with 
Mr.  Wm.  Johnson,  President  of  the 
Leeds  U.C.A.L.  Club.  After 
eighteen  months  with  Mr.  .lohn 
Tirrel,  of  Hanley,  he  studied  at  the 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy 
under  the  late  W.  Watson  Will, 
taking  the  Pharmacy  and  Materia 
Medica  certificates.  After  qualify- 
ing and  spending  four  years  as 
pharmacist,  managing  the  business 
of  the  late  R.  Bellamy  Bedale,  he 
commenced  business  fifteen  years 
ago  at  Birstall. 

Private  W.  Rodgers,  who  hias  been  assistant  with  Mr. 
J.  R.  Bentley,  pharmacist,  Kirkgate,  Leeds,  for  fifteen  years, 
has  been  awarded  the  Military  Medal. 

Pioneer  W.  Wilson,  R.E.,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  D.  W.  R.  Wilson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  West  Kirby,  Cheshire,  'has  been  awarded 
the  Militart-y  Medal  for  "  good  work  on  tihe  night  otf  July  29." 

Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  (member  of  Council)  has  been  elected  at 
the  head  of  the  poll  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Association 
of  Insui-ance  Committees,  and  has  been  appointed  Vice-Chairman 
of  thiat  body. 

Mr.  Ronald  G.  Nichols,  a  student  of  the  Bath  and  West  of 
England  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  has  been  given 
a  commission  in  the  R.F.C.  He  was  one  of  six  out  of  200 
Cadets  to  pass  the  test  with  honours. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex  Insurance  Committee,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  National  Association  of  Insurance 
Committees  at  the  annual  meeting  on  October  19. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Simpson,  head  of  the  Pharmacy  School  of  Robert 
Gordon's  Tedhnical  College,  has  been  compelled  through  ill- 
health  to  relinquish  the  evening  classes.  In  this  connection  the 
Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association  on  October  22  presented 
him  with  an  address,  signed  by  tJhe  President  (Mr.  A.  F.  Dugan), 
and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  M.  K.  Watt),  acwmpanied  iby  a  cheque 
for  a  very  handsome  amount. 

Alderman  William  Gowen  Cross,  Shrewsbury  (former  member 
of  Council),  who  was  in  London  this  week  attending  a  Conference 
on  Education,  called  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Society,  so  long 
familiar  to  him,  to  exchange  greetings  with  his  old  friends  on 
the  office  staff.  His  many  friends  will  rejoice  to  hear  that 
Alderman  Cross  is  in  excellent  health  and,  as  always,  in  the  best 
of  spirits,  diespite  tJhe  exacting  claims  and  burdens  of  private 
and  public  business,  and  occasionally  strenuous  volunteering 
duties  which  have  reduced  bulk  but  improved  his  physique. 

Captain  Cyril  George  Money  Hatfield,  Middlesex  Regt.,  only 
son  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Hatfield,  Chairman  of  the  London  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  has  resigned  his  commission  in  consequence 
of  ill-health.  Captain  Hatfield  was  undergoing  his  annual  train- 
ing at  Plymouth  when  war  was  declared,  his  corps  (R.E.)  being  at 
once  mobilised.  After  being  stationed  some  eig'ht  months  at 
Plymouth  he  was  commissioned  to  the  18th  Middlesex  Regt. 
^Pioneers),  and  assisted  to  train  the  .battalion,  afterwards  pro- 
ceeding to  the  front  with  them.  Capt.  Hatfield  was  "  gassed " 
on  the  Somme  in  Ofctober,  1916,  and  is  now  suffering  from  the 
result  of  this  and  severe  shell  shock. 


DEATHS. 


MARRIAGE. 


Wade— Thompson.— On  October  24,  at  St.  Ma.ry's  Church, 
Dover,  by  the  Rev.  E.  E.  C.  Ilifle,  Captain  George  Wade, 
R.E.,  to  Gladys,  da-ughter  of  Mr.  A.  Lewis  Thompson,  phar- 
macist, of  Dover. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 


Lieut.  F.  W.  Dickinson,  R.A.M.C.,  late  with  Mr.  F.  W. 
Bates — President  Manche.=tcr  Pharmaceutical  Association — 
Brooks's  Bar,  Manchester,  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Manchester  Assistants'  Association,  was  badly  wounded  in 
the  recent  advance,  and  is  now  lying  dn  one  of  the  London 
military  hospitals. 


Holden. — A  memorial  service  for  the  late  Mr.  Albert 
Edward  Holden  (Messrs.  Fairchild  Brotliers  and  Foster),  -whu 
died  on  Ootoiber  20  last,  is  being  hold  to-day  at  12  o'clock  noon 
at  iSt.  Andrew's  Churoh,  Wells  Street,  Oxford  Street,  \\' 
In  accordance  with  Mr.  Holden's  wiishes,  'his  body  is  iboint 
taken  to  Canada  in  ordeir  that  h©  miay  be  buried  nea.r  his  old 
homo  at  Port  Dover. 

Le  Fevre.— On  October  23,  at  IlarroUd,  Bedfordshire,  Wil 
liam  Le  Fevre,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  76. 

Probyn.— On  October  22,  Mrs.  Hannah  Anne  Fell  Probyn,  tl 
dearly  beloved  wife  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  ClifiFord  Probyn,  D.l. 
J. P.,  49,  Northgate,  N.W.    Aged  70. 

Sharp— At  9,  Cavendish  Road,  Leeds,  on  October  16,  suil 
drnly,  from  cerebral  hiemorrhage,  John  Gordon  iSharp,  M.Ji 
(Edin.).  Aged  55  years.  Dr.  'Sharp  was  apparently  in  I' 
usual  liealth  until  within  an  hour  of  his  death.  He  servi 
his  'apprenticeship  with  William  Duncan,  pharmaceutical  chi 
mist,  Grantown-on-i&pey,  and  thereafter  removing  to  Edin 
'burgh,  was  succcs;«ively  assistant 
under  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  then  man- 
ajger  for  John  Maokay,  and  with 
Smith,  Wilson,  and  Sutherland, 
Lcith.  While  etill  in  the  miidst 
of  his  pharmaceutical  studies  he 
decided  to  qualify  in  medicine, 
and  graduated  M.B.CJM.  at 
Edinburgh  Universiity  in  1891, 
taking  the  M.D.  degree  there  in 
1396.  A'bout  twenty-t>wo  years 
ago  Dr.  Sharp  bought  a  practice 
in  Leeds,  vi^here  ho  had  a  very 
successful  career,  and  was  uni- 
versally respected  alike  as  a  phy- 
sician and  a  man.  In  October, 
1915,  'he  joined  the  R.A.M.C.  as 
a  temporary  lieutenant,  being 
eimgaged  for  about  twelve  months 

in  this  capacity.  On  returning  to  Leeds  he  continued  to  do 
war  work  until  his  death.  In  the  days  of  hiis  Edinlburgh  con- 
nection with  pharmacy.  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp  was  an  active  and 
ardent  member  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices"  Association,  and  frequently  took  pajrt  lin  its  meet- 
ings, and  a  lecture  and  demonstration  on  leeches  which  he 
gave  is  still  vividly  remembered  by  the  survivors  of  that  time. 
Dr.  Sharp,  who  distinguished  himself  as  a  medical  student, 
and  dbtained  his  M.D.  degree  with  commendation,  early  turned 
his  attention  to  pharmacological  research,  and  in  1910  his 
essay  on  ergot  gained  for  him  the  Hunterian  medal  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine.  His  early  experience  in  pharmacy, 
in  the  art  of  which — especially  as  a  disi>enser — ^ho  attained 
marked  proficiency,  inspired  him  with  a  lifelong  attachment 
to  it.  And  this  found  practical  outcome  in  a  long  series  of 
contributions  to  The  Pharmaceuiical  Journal,  beginning  in 
1894  with  an  article  on  the  chemistry  and  physiological  action 
of  Cactvs  grandiflorus,  and  ending  with  a  note  on  "  Empire- 
Grown  Plants  and  Drugs:  Indian  iDigitalis"  so  recently  as 
September  of  this  year.  These  contributions — o^er  forty  in 
numlber — which  represent  only  a  part  of  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp's 
literary  output  through  the  medium  of  rnedical  and  scientific 
journals,  covered  a  wide  range  of  subjects  in  pharmacy,  phar- 
macology, and  the  history  of  drugs,  many  of  them  reporting' 
the  results  of  originaJ  researches  and  observations.  He  was  a 
recognised  authority  on  the  pharmacy  and  pharmacology  of 
digitalis,  of  which  he  had  made  a  special  study,  and  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  had  devoted  much  of  his  scanty 
leisure  to  a  critical  examination  of  the  Crorman  pretensions 
to  supremacy  in  science,  and  his  conclusions  on  this  subject 
were  \agorously  set  forth  in  an  article  on  "  Gterman  Super- 
men and  the  Decadent  Nations  "  (P../.,  August  5,  1916,  p. 
135),  and  also  in  a  paper  on  "Pharmaceutical  and  Other 
Men  of  Science  in  the  Napoleonic  Bra  "  (PJ.,  June  2,  1917,  p, 
451).  Dr.  Sliarp  is  described  by  a  representative  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  who  knew  !him  well  as  having  been  "  a  man 
with  a  fine,  strong,  clear  intellect,  full  of  enthusiasm,  and 
possessed  of  great  energy  and  powers  of  dogged  application, 
who  was  indeed  a  living  embodiment  of  the  perfervidum  in- 
(icnium  Scotorum.  Humble  and  unas.suming,  he  had  an  engag- 
ing manner  for  a  medical  man,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
fearless,  high-souled,  and  independent."  The  funeral  took 
place  on  October  19  at  Lawnswood  Cemetery  in  the  presence 
of  a  largo  company  of  mourners,  including  representatives  of 
the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  professions,  friendly  societdee, 
and  an  officer  and  dotaohment  of  the  R.A.M.C. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Unguentum  lodoformi,  B.P.,  1914. 

This  ointment  soon  becomes  discoloured  oisdng  to  the  libera- 
tion of  free  iodine.  This  difficulty  arises  from  the  change  of 
base,  which  in  tlie  B.P.,  1898,  consisted  of  paraffin  ointment,  but 
now  consists  of  prepared  lard.  It  has  been  found  tihat  the 
addition  of  1  per  cent,  of  caPbonate  of  potasih  to  the  ointment 
will  prevent  discolouration,  wliich  arises  from  the  acidity  of  the 
lard.  I  would  suggest  tlaat  this  addition  should  be  made  in 
subsequent  issues  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

London,  S.E.,  October  25,  1917.  John  C.  Umnet. 


Non- Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

Non-proprietor  pharmacists  sJiould  feel  indebted  to  F.  Clarke 
for  his  exposition  of  the  proprietor  point  of  view  so  cleairly 
stated  in  the  P. J.,  October  27.  The  qualified  men  non- 
proprietors,  subjected  to  ,the  injustice  of  the  power  of  capital, 
•re  in  nearly  every  chemist's  shop,  ajid  particularly  in  the  shops 
of  the  company  chemists.  They  are  all  subject  to  that  very 
•xxnmon  incidence  of  bargaining,  Take  it  or  leave  it."  The 
claim  that  this  oppressed  body  of  men  constitute  the  real 
democracy  of  pharmacy  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
more  non-proprietor  than  proprietor  pharmacists.  Has  JSIr. 
Clarke  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  spread  of  "  company 
chemists "  results  in  the  reduction  in  number  of  individual 
proprietor  pharmacists?  Managers  of  '"company"  shops  are 
simply  and  solely  parts  of  a  huge  machine  that  says,  "  Do  this, 
and  this  way  only,"  a  system  that  renders  them  automatic  and 
renders  abortive  any  initiative  they  may  have  possessed  or  might 
cultivate.  They  never  buy,  they  order ;  no  stimulus  theirs  to 
etudy  market  reports  and  conditions.  'Tis  a  system  that  breeds 
failures.  Has  it  eve.-  been  advanced  yet  as  a  plea  for  higher 
remuneration  for  Insurance  work  that  in  these  days  of  high  cost 
of  living  a  higher  rate  of  remuneration  is  needed  by  those  who 
actually  do  the  work?  And  so  the  Ccmncil  has  no  bargaining 
-power!  Why  does  it,  then,  pretend  that  it  has?  Oh,  but  you 
gay,  the  "  L.A.E."  has  the  powsr!  Just  so,  but  does  not  the 
Council  "control"  the  L.A.E. ?  Hair-splitting  is  worse  than 
BpUtting  infinitives.  And  so  wo  non-proprietor  pharmacists, 
managers  or  otherwise,  are  negligible  quantities !  Are  we? 
And  now  emerges  the  master's  point  of  view,  "  and  we  hope 
will  long  remain  so."  This  attitude  inevitably  makes  for  the 
■uocess  of  "company  pharmacy,"  Ts-hidh  is  ensured,  provided 
we  remain  negligible,  but  good  little  boys,  allowing  individual 
ownership  in  pharmacy  to  drift  to  dissolution.  We  non-pro- 
prietor pharmacists  app>ear  to  have  the  higher  interests  of 
pharmacy  at  heart,  and  we  members  of  the  "  Central  Phar- 
macists' Branch  of  the  S.A.U."  are  out,  above  all,  to  protest 
against  this  attitude  of  the  proprietor. 

Enfield  Wash,  October  29,  1917.  George  F.  Coehall. 


The  Newcastle  Delegates  to  the  Central  Conference 

I  imderstand  that  the  letter  appearing  under  the  above 
heading  in  your  current  issue  has  been  withheld  for  a  week 
for  some  reason  best  known  to  the  Editor,  hence  it  wcis  not 
.publLshed  simultaneously  w^ith  a  similair  letter  in  a  oontem- 
porajy  journal  to  which  I  have  already  replied.  Your  cor- 
respondents who  wrote  these  letters  without  any  information 
of  what  took  place  at  the  conference  in  London  other  than  the 
altog^-ther  misleading  official  report,  may  excuse  themselves 
on  tlio  ground  of  ignorance,  but  more  than  a  week  ago  I  fur- 
nished them  with  a  correct  account  of  my  part  in  those  pro- 
ceedings. In  spite  of  this  knowledge,  they  allow  you  to  print 
'•^lO  following  statement: — "Three  delegates  were  elected  to 
•find  the  central  conference,  at  which  they  did  not  voice  the 
■rdict  of  the  area  which  sent  them,  since,  according  to  the 
official  report,  they  did  not  vote  against  the  3'5d.,  and,  failing 
to  do  so,  they  absolutely  mi.?represented  those  they  were 
electof]  to  repre.<!ent."  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  this  state- 
ment M  an  absolute  untruth,  and  with  the  knowledge  which 
your  correspondents  now  posses.'^,  should  have  been  with- 
drawn. If  I  understood  the  feejing  of  the  Newcastle  con- 
ference at  all,  it  was  this:  We  recognised  that  the  L.A.E. 
proprr^als  were  a  sincere  effort  to  obtain  for  pha-rm aci.sta  a 
better  remuneration  for  N.H.I,  dispensing  than  they  are  at 
pres'T.t  r<;cei%-ing.  Wo  wore  perfectly  in  sympathy  with  such 
an  effort,  <iO  far  as  it  went,  but  wc  did  not  think  it  wont  far 
enough.  We  objected  to  the  principle  of  going  to  the  Com- 
imssioners  for  an  annual  in-stalment.  Wo  thought  that  wo 
had  now  reachw]  the  time  when  pharmacists  should  really 
make  up  their  minds  what  was  a  fair  remuneration  for  seir- 
vioes  rendered.    To  that  end  the  resolution  was  passed  which 


askod  tliat,  quite  consistent  with  the  ijrinciplo  of  payment  for 
drugs  at  cost,  the  present  ostablisihment  chairgo  should  bo  re- 
tained, in  addition  to  the  proposed  3'5d.,  bringing  the  total  up 
to  4'6d.  At  the  London  conference  I  brought  forward  this 
suggestion  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  official  resolu- 
tion, and  used  arguments  in  its  favour  which,  in  my  conceit, 
I  regarded  as  good.  To  my  groaJt  surprise,  this  amendment 
never  found  a  seconder,  amid  so,  of  ooui"so,  fell  to  the  ground. 
I  was  not  in  expectation  of  much  support,  as  I  gathered  from 
the  summary  of  district  oonforences  that  Newcastle  was  the 
only  centre  where  an  amendment  to  the  L.A.E.  scheme  had 
been  parried.  But  where  were  the  other  Newcastle  delegates 
that  I  was  left  entirely  without  support  ?  What  concerns  me 
now,  however,  is  that  this  axjtion  (thougth  too  insignificant  for 
official  recognition  in  the  report)  did  actually  take  place,  and 
should  have  made  impossible  the  statement  of  your  correspon- 
dents that  the  verdict  of  the  Newcastle  area  was  not  voiced  in 
London.  But,  say  your  correspondents,  I  Should  have  then 
held  up  my  hand  against  the  L.A.E.  proposals.  I  beg  _  to 
differ,  I  am  prepared  to  support  any  scheme  whidh  I  think 
will  work  out  to  the  ultimate  advantage  of  pharmacy,  and  if 
I  cannot  get  all  I  want,  I  should  consider  myself  fooMsh  to 
reject  a  part.  I  believe  in  this  I  am  translating  the  views 
of  those  who  sent  me  to  London  (with,  pe'rhaps,  the  exception 
of  your  correspondents).  I  am  absolutely  loyal  to  the  iSooiety 
and  to  the  L.AjE.,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  unofficial!  counter 
moves.  Your  correspondents  have  assured  me  of  what  I  was 
certain  beforehand :  that  no  personal  attack  was  intended, 
either  on  myself  or  the  other  delegates.  They,  however,_  must 
defend  their  own  position.  In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to 
ask  what  as  the  real  value  of  suOh  confeirences  ?  iSo  fa.r  as  the 
tariff  is  concerned,  wthat  did  the  London  conference  adhiieve 
that  could  not  just  as  easily  have  been  accomplished  by  post? 
Each  man  was  there  simply  to'  say  "  Amen "  to  what  his 
district  had  decided.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  w^hen  representa- 
tives will  be  sent  to  London,  and  not  automatons,  and  w<hen 
the  fiinail  issue  lin  matters  of  importance  shall  be  ascertained  by 
ballot,  for  it  is  common  knowledge  in  this  instance  that  the 
L.A.E,  scheme  is  unpalatable  to  a  large,  if  loyal,  minority. 

T.  H.  Flemming, 
One  of  the  Newcastle  'Delegates. 
Newoastle-on-Tyne,  October  30,  1917. 

[Our  correspondent's  characterisation  of  the  official  report 
as  "misleading"  fails  to  take  account  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
a  summary  of  the  results,  and  not  a  detailed  record  of  the 
proceedings,  and  that  therefore,  tor  the  most  part,  the  names 
and  ut*:erances  of  speakcirs  taking  part  in  the  discussions  were 
not  published. — ^Edttop..], 


Unqualified  Managers? 

I  dbserve  from  advertisements  that  unqualified  men  are  openly 
and  expressly  off'ering  themselves  for  managerships.  In  Heu  of 
any  accredited  statement  that  the  dearth  of  qualified  assistants 
is  such  as  to  explain  this  phenomenon,  pharmacists  ought  to  set 
themselves  steadily  against  what  threatens  to  be  an  invasion  of 
their  statutory  rights  and  privileges,  and  its  members  will 
naturally  look  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  protection  in 
this  respect.  It  goes  without  saying  that  if  at  the  psychological 
moment  in  days  gone  past,  N.P.P.'s  had  united  solidly,  pooled 
their  interests,  and  supported  their  Society  as  they  do  now, 
those  and  other  problems  and  perils  would  have  been  averted. 

W.  Greenfield, 
Interim  Secretary.  Central  Phai-macists'  Union. 

London,  S.W.,  October  27,  1917. 


Metric  Prescriptions. 

In  checking  som.^  metric  prescriptions  I  find  that  there  is 
a  disagreement  between  the  British  Phamiacopneia  and  the 
'  Phai-miaceutical  Pocket  Book '  (fifth  edition,  1915).  Probably 
this  has  alreadv  been  brought  to  your  notice,  but  I  think  there 
is  no  harm  in  mv  drawing  your  attention  to  it.  On  page  212 
of  the  'Pocket  Book'  the  symbol  Ol  is  given  for  one  centilitre 
and  the  symbol  Dl.  is  given  for  one  decilitre;  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  cages  532  and  533,  the  symbol  CI.  stands  for 
one  centimil  and  the  symbol  Dl.  one  decimil.  In  the  '  Pocket 
Book '  the  symbol  for  centimil  and  decimil  is  Cml.  and  Dml. 
rciipectivcly.  According  to  the  evidence  of  the  prescriotions 
the  symbols  commonly  used  aire  those  according  to  the  British 
Rharmaeopoeia. 

London,  October  22,  1917.   "  An  Instjeance  Piiiceh  (220/28). 

<,*t  Onr  correspondent  draws  attention  to  an  important  point.  The 
diBcrepancy  might  conceivably  give  rise  to  serious  error.  The 
macop'T'ial  contraction  is  undoubtedly  ambiguons,  whereas  that  of  the 
Poel<et  Boob  is  so  definite  as  to  leave  no  room  for  misinterpietation.— 
Editor. 
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'  A  Warning  to  London  Pharmacists. 

In  the  event  of  a  geritloinan  calling  every  morning  for  a 
jaux  or  orange  draught  aiiwi  taking  some  away  lin  a  bottlo,  it 
wouI3  be  wall  to  insist  on  cash  payment.  He  is  a  medical 
man,  trarolled  and  woll-informed,  but  apparently  BufferB  from 
amnesia  in  money  matters. 

Oobaber  30,  1917.  "Pharmakos"  (221/12). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Methylated  Spirit  (F.  D.  S.— 221/47).— See  reply  to  "J.  H." 
in  this  issue. 

"  S.  O.  Capsules  "  (W.  L.— 220/50).— Yea,  in  an  unsoheduled 
area,  provided  no  "  holding  out"  occurs. 

Existing  Stocks  of  Methylated  Spirit  (J.  H.— 220/49).— We 
advise  that  existing  stocks  ibe  not  sold  except  for  medioinal 
uses. 

Methylated  Spirit  (W.  R.— 220/47).— (1)  Yes,  you  may  sell 
liniments  containing  the  spirit.  (2)  See  reply  to  "J.  H."  in 
this  issue. 

Sale  of  Laudanum  (J.  L. — 221/7).— The  ans^ver  to  your  inquiry 
is  in  the  affirmative,  unless  the  laudamam  is  required  by  or  for 
a  .soldier  or  sulor.. 

Eczema  Ointment,  P.J.F.  7588  (E.  A.  T.— 220/46).— Liquefied 
phenol,  320  minims ;  zinc  oxide,  1,280  grs. ;  white  soft  i>araffin, 
6  oz.  ;  hydrous  wool  fat,  12  oe. 

Clearing  Drain  Pipes  (H.  S.  F.— 221/5).— We  can  find  no 
reference  to  a  "  chemical  formula  for  clearing  drain  pipes," 
which  you  say  appeared  in  the  P.J. 

Specimen  of  Beans  (A.  S. — 220/20). — Your  specimen  is  a 
Japanese  variety  of  the  kidney  bean,  or  iharicot  bean.  It  may  be 
eaten  with  safety — when  cooked. 

Pharmacist  in  the  Army  (R.  H.  N.— 221/2).— We  have  handed 
over  youir  letter  tx>  the  Joinit  Committee  which  is  oonfe>rrin.g  on 
the  status  of  pharmaciste  in  the  Army. 

Santal  Oil  Recipe  (A.  H.— 221/3).— The  Act  does  not  prohibit 
a  chemist  dispensing  a  prescription  for  venereal  diseases. 
Private  recipes  might  bring  you  into  liability  for  treatment. 

Tibbies'  "Foods"  (D.  T.  J.— 220/4).— The  publishers  are 
Messre.  Bailliere,  Tindall,  and  Cox,  Henrietta  Street,  Covent 
Gkirden,  London,  W.C.  2.  Messrs.  Bailliere  may  inform  you  how 
you  may  get  a  copy. 

Combustion  of  Coal  Gas  (S.  R.— 220/43).— The  gases  finally 
formed  as  the  resmt  of  the  combustion  of  ordinary  coal  gas  are 
carbon  dioxide  and  aqueous  vapour.  In  the  case  of  explosion 
of  the  gas  under  pressure,  the  final  result  is  the  same. 

Capsules,  S.V.M.,  and  Potash  Salts  (W.  F.  G.— 221/9).— (1) 
Yes,  m  an  unscheduled  area.  (2)  S.  V.M.  must  not  be  supplied  for 
non-medicinal  use.  No  licence  is  demanded  for  the  sale  of 
methylated  liniments.    (3)  Yes,  quite  within  legal  limits. 

Faiichild  Scholarship  and  Prizes  (F.  K.— 220/30).— As  intimated 
in  the  ¥..7 .  of  August  15  last,  the  competition  for  the  Fairchild 
Scholarship  and  Prizes  is  suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
You  may  obtain  the  information  you  require  from  the  Secretary, 
Fairoh'ld  Scholarship  and  Prizes,  Albert  Chambere,  64-65,  Hol- 
born  Viaduct,  E.G.  1. 

Teething  Powder  for  Children  (H.  S.  F.— 221/5).— There  are 
a  great  number  of  formulae  for  cooling  and  teething  powders  in 
the  P.J.F.,  which  you  would  do  well  to  look  thi'ough.  If  you 
do  not  possess  a  copy,  you  might  consult  one  in  the  Society's 
library.  Try,  for  instance,  hydrarg.  c.  cret.,  1  grain ;  sodii 
bicarb,  1  grain;  magnes.  carb.  pond.,  1  grain;  sugar  of  milk, 
Qavoured  with  oil  of  anise,  2  or  3  grains. 

Potassium  Permanganate  in  Eusol  (A.  W.  E.— 220/1).— Your 
precipitate  is  probably  manganese  dioxide  from  reduction  of 
the  potassium  permanganate,  but  how  the  permanganate  came 
to  bo  reduced  under  the  circumstances  you  mention  we  cannot 
Bay  with  any  certainty.  We  have  had  "  Eusol  "  standing  with 
varying  amounts  of  permanganate  for  ten  days,  but  they  show 
practically  no  loss  of  colour  nor  any  deposit.  Have  you  been 
careful  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  organic  matter  during  the 
preparation,  and  also  after  the  solution  has  been  prepared? 

Glycerin  from  Lye  (N.  P.  B. — 220/41). — If  your  object  is  to 
produce  pure  glycerin  on  a  small  scale,  we  are  afraid  you  will 
have  little  chance  of  success,  as  the  process  of  distillation  must 
be  carried  out,  and  this  would  probably  not  be  easy  for  you. 
A  rough  and  ready  method  of  extracting  the  glycerin  from  the 
alkaline  lye  would  bo  to  neutralise  the  alkali  with  sulphuric  acid, 
add  a  slight  excess  of  barium  carbonate,  evaporate  to  neai- 
dryness  on  the  water-bath,  and  extract  the  glycerin  with  alcohol, 


or,  better  still,  with  a  mixture  of  equal  pajiw  of  ether  an^ 
alcohol. 

Removing  Methylene  Blue  Stain  from  Wood  (E.  C.  II 

220/16). — Treatment  with  dilute  nitric  aoid,  followed  by  carcfi: 
washing,  repeating  the  operation  if  necessary,  may  be  sucf  c^- 
ful.    If  that  does  not  act,  try  the  following: — Sodium  nitr.i 
7  grs.  ;  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  15  minims;  water,  1  fl.  oz.  '1 
is  applied  to  the  stains  with  a  sponge,  and  is  followed  i 
rinsing  in  wator.    It  ie  possible  that  sodium  nitrite  may  il. 
better  than  the  nitrate.    One  of  these  methods  may  answ  r 
your  purpose,  but,  if  not,  you  might  resort  to  a  plan  which  i 
said  to  be  successful  in  the  case  of  staina  on  the  hands ;  it 
to  rub  the  surface  with  soap  liniment. 

Cleaning  Gilt  Picture  Frames  (R.  K.  P.— 221/13).— This  is 
delicate  operation,  especially   when  there  is  carving  on  tli. 
frames.    First  try  soap  and  water,  using  it  sparingly  on  th. 
end  of  the  finger  covered  by  a  i>iece  of  soft  irag.    When  :il 
the  romovaible  dirt  has  gone,  rinse  with  cold  water  and  dr\ 
by  dabbing  viith  chamois  leather.    Anothe*  process  consists  ii 
tile  use  of  a  sponge  very  sligihtly  moistened  vrith  aJcohol ; 
after  treatment  is  required  in  this  case,  the   frame  sini] 
ibeing  aWowed   to  dry.    Old   ale  is  said  to  be  a  good  tin 
to  wash  any  galding  with,  as  it  removes  the  fly  marks  at  oi  ' 
Using  this,  you  can  apply  it  to  the  oarved  parts  with  a  t 
brush;  a  soft  rag  wiM  do  for  the  plain  parts.    After  tr<  . 
ment,  the  frame  is  wiped  nearly  dry;  no  water  as  applied. 

Adhesive  Paste  (J.  H.  and  S.— 220/35). — Under  present  on 
cumstances,  you  could  not  do  better  than  use  a  dextrin  pa,stc 
such  as  the  fallowing :— Dextrin,  2|  lb.;  water  at  160°  F.,  PC 
oz. ;  oil  of  winitergroen,  15  min-Lms ;  odl  of  cloves,  15  minin 
Stir  the  dextrin  slofwly  into  the  wator  mainitained  at  160^ 
on  a  water jbal3i,  and  when  dissolved,  add  the  oib  with  < 
srt>ant  stirring.    Allow  to  cool,  pour  .into  bottles,  and  cork, 
aside  in  a  cool  place  for  a  week  or  two  to  set.    Or  thi- 
Gum  arabic,  j  oz.  ;  dextrin,  2^  oz. ;  liquid  ammonia,  4  drops ; 
carbolic  a«id,  1  dr.  ;  water,  8  oz.    Powder  the  gum  and  mix 
it  with  the  dextrin  ;   rub  iwith  2  oz.  of  the  water  to  make  a 
smooth  mixture.    Add  the  rest  of  the  water  and  boil  for  ten 
minutes.    When  cold,  aidd  the  carbollic  acid  and  the  ammonia. 
This  paste  is  smooth  in  working  and  is  of  great  adhesive 
power. 

COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine   (161/4). — Mak©r»T 
Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (151/8). — Where 
obtainable? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SUNDAY,  November  4. 

"nited  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

9.30  a.m..  Bayonet  Practice  for  picked  teams.  10  a.m., 
Companv  parade  Headquarters  for  training.  Uniform, 
Drill  Order. 

Wednesday,  November  7.-3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon 
para  le  Headquarters. 

Thursday,  Novcnaber  8.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4 
Platoons  parade  Headquarters. 

iMONDAY,  November  5. 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry.— Opening  Meeting  at  8  p.m.,  at  the 

Rooms  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.  Paper 
by  Dr.  P.  W.  Hay,  "  Patent  Law  in  Relation  to  British  Chemical  Industry." 

TUESDAY,  November  6. 
Qlastrow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemis's'  Association.— Opening 

meeting  in  Cranston's  Boval  Exchange  Tea  Rooms,  at  7.45  p.m.  Reception 
by  the  President  and  Mrs.  Murchie,  Dinner,  Presidential  Address,  and 
Musical  and  Elocutionary  Entertainment.  Tickets,  5s.  each,  may  he  had 
from  Mr.  H.  P.  Arthur,  361,  Victoria  Bead,  or  from  the  District 
Representatives. 

WEDNESDAY,  November  7. 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association.— Meeting  at  8  p.m.,  at  the  Royal 

Institution.  Colquitt  Street.  Lantern  Lecture  by  Mr.  Martin  S.  Hughes, 
entitled  "  A  Holiday  in  Ireland  :  With  Cycle  and  in  Camp  in  Counties  Kerry 
and  Cork." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Qreat  Britain.— Meeting  of  Council  at 
II  a.m. 

THURSDAY,  Novembers. 

Bolton  Pharmacists'  Association.— Meeting  at  8.15  p.m.  at  Mimos» 

CM. 

North  London  Pharmacists' Association.-Meetingat  3  p.m.,  at  The 

Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  Arundel  Hotel,  Embankment,  W.C  2. 

Salfurd  Pharmacists'  Association.— Meeting  at  8.30  p.m.  at  40.  The 
Crescent.  Addrets  by  Mr.  Jas.  Orier,  M.Sc,  on  "  Education  of  the  Pharma- 
cist, Ministry  ot  Public  Health,  etc."    All  pharmacists  cordially  invited. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Jonrnal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  ofllclal  organ 
•f  the  Pharmaceattcal  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
oi  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Bnssla,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

BDITOB:  CENTBAL  13415.  EDITOR :  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Maseam  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers:  "Pbarmads,  London," 


EDITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex. 

This  Aiddendum,  which  will  contain  formulae  to  replace 
thoee  for  preparations  containing  glycerin  and /or  sugar 
officially  withdrawn  from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  or  in- 
cluded in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  is  now  in 
the  press,  and  will  be  ready  on  an  early  date.  The  pulblished 
price  will  be  la.  net,  or  Is.  2d.  post  free,  and  on  publication 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Press, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

'  British  Pharmacentical  Codex '  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical 
Pocket  Book  for  Practitioners  and  Students.' 

Copies  of  the  '  Codex,'  for  which  there  is  a  sustained  and 
steady  demand,  can  now  be  had  bound  up  with  the  Supplement 
at  lis.  post  free ;  and  '  The  Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book,'  an 
increaaingly  popular  publication,  containing  a  wealth  of  compact 
and  convenient  information,  as  well  for  the  practising  pharmacist 
•«  for  the  student  of  pharmacy,  now  in  its  seventh  edition, 
will  be  forwarded  post  free  for  2a.  3d.  Orders  enclosing  remit- 
tances should  be  addressed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Press,  17, 
Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Benevolent  Fund  Subscriptions. 

Subscriptiona  to  this  Fund,  for  which  donations  are  also 
Invited,  ah«uld  be  paid  now.  Remittances  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretej-y,  17,  Bloom^ury  .Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

Changes  of  Address. 

In  order  to  secure  correct  entry  in  the  Reg'ieter  of  Phair- 
maoeutical  Chemists,  and  Chemists  and  Druggists,  qualified 
persona  should  forthwith  notify  changes  of  address  to  tihe 
Registrar,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C  .1. 

Military  Service:  B3  and  C3  Recruits. 

Instructions  are  oircailated  monthly  by  the  Ainny  Council  that 
recruits  of  categories  B3  and  C3  will  only  be  posted  for  service 
if  they  are  suitable  (o)  for  clerica'  Vnties,  (6)  for  employment  n-s 
tradesmen,  and  provided  they  are  jJ'^ysically  adaptied  to  serve 
in  such  capacities.  Instructions  are  atao  given  thai  men  witfhin 
the  Army  re';la«»ified  in  these  two  grades  are  only  to  be  engaged 
m  forrrm  of  work  which  thery  are  physically  capable  of 
performing. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  ADDENDUM  (WAR  EMERGENCY  FORMULARY) 
TO  THE  BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CODEX. 
1911. 

When,  in  July  of  this  year,  the  General  Medical  Council, 
under  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  iby  the  Medical  Acts^ 
withdrew  from  the  British  (Pharmacopoeia,  1914,  most  of  the 
"medicines  and  compounds"  containing  glycerin  and/or 
sugar,  the  difficulties  consequent  lapon  the  discontinuance,  hy 
order  of  the  State,  of  the  manufacture  of  medicinal  glycerin 
and  the  dearth  of  sugar  for  pharmaceutical  purposes  were 
practically  all  removed.  But,  as  we  ventured  to  point  out 
at  the  time  (P.J.,  August  4,  p.  48),  it  is  certain  that  if  only 
competent  pharmaceutical  advice  and  assistance  had  been 
sought  and  given,  it  would,  unless  theire  were  some  leigal  im- 
pediment unknown  to  us,  have  resulted  in  the  adopiioTi  of 
the  simpler  and  less  inconvenient  course  of  authorising  a 
modification  of  the  official  formulae  by  the  omission  of  glycerin 
and/or  sugar,  or  the  replacement  of  these  components  hy  the 
moS't  appropriate  proxies  procurable.  As  it  was,  by  their 
withdrawal  the  legal  position  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  remained  virtually  unchanged.  In  other  words, 
the  "withdrawn"  preparations  fell  into  precisely  the  same 
category  as  those  contained  in  the  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
of  1898  but  omitted  from  that  of  1914 ;  that  is  to  say,  in  any 
prosecution  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  sale  of 
tfliese  ipreiparations  minus  glycerin  or  sugar  or  otherwise  modi- 
fied, the  Pharmacopceda  could  not  be  cited  as  a  "  presumip- 
tive  standard  "  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  the  preparation 
was  asked  for  and  vended  under  the  e.x-Phai-macopoeial  name, 
and  the  customer  expected  to  be  supplied  with  an  article 
conforming  as  to  "nature,  substance,  and  quality"  to  the 
product  made  up  according  to  the  foi-mula  still  textually  in- 
cluded in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1914 — e.g.,  "  Compound 
Liqiuorice  Powder,"  asked  for  by  that  ex-Phannaeopoeial 
sjTionym  for  it.  In  view  of  the  exceptional  ciroum- 
stances  of  the  case,  the  Council  of  the  Bociety, 
at  its  meeting  in  August,  decided  to  make  over- 
tures to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  represent 
the  need  for  reasonable  discrimination  and  forbearance 
in  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  with  special 
reference  to  the  officially  withdrawn  preparations ;  but  so 
far  there  is  no  indication  that  the  Department  is  disposed  to 
make  any  concession  in  this  respect.  The  legal  proUem  is 
further  complicated  by  a  technical  or  professional  difficulty 
incidental  to  or  likely  to  emerge  from  the  new  situation, 
namely,  the  inconvenience  and  friction  due  to  lack  of 
uniformity  in  dispensing  if  a  crop  of  non-standardisecl  variants 
of  modified  formulae  are  introduced  to  replace  the  withdra-wii 
"medicines  and  compounds."  It  was  to  obviate  these 
untoward  contingencies  and  to  relieve  the  dispensing  phar- 
macist in  retail  'business  from  possible  liability  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  that  the  Council  of  the  Society  commis- 
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sioned  its  Sckntifiic  Advisory  Committee  to  proceed  with  the  } 
preparation  of  a  Jist  of  formulae,  wherever  these  were  pro- 
curable,  alternative  to  those  withdrawn    by   the  General 
Medical  Council,  or  for  the  more  commonly  used  glycerin  and 
sugar  containing  preparations  included  in  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Codex,  1911.    As  on  former  occasions,  the  actual 
work  of  devising  the  formuke  on  an  exiperimental  basis  was 
remitted  to  the  Codex  Revision  Sub-Committee,  and  when  the 
results  of  their  labours  were  sufficiently  mature,  these  were 
submitted  to  representatives  of  the  B»itish  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  if  the  new  formulte 
were  published  in  the  form  of  an  Addendum  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  they  should  be  used  for  pre- 
scribing and  dispensing  all  new  prescriptions.     Previous  to 
puMicaition    of   the   Addendum  the  Central  List  oi  Stock 
Mixtures  (C.L.)  was  revised  by  agreement  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  British  Medical  Association  and  the  Phax- 
mafeeutical  Society,'  and  glycerin  and  sugar  preparations  have 
eitliea-  been  struck  off  the  list  ox  the  new  alternative  fonnulie 
substituted.    Tlhis  revised  list  will  come  into  operation  on 
and  after  December  1,  after  which  date  pharmacists  will 
onhj  be  paid,  for  revised  preparations.    As  in  terms  of  the 
dual  agreement  all  local  formiularies  are  to  be  revised  simul- 
taneously by  the  introduction  of  tQie  Addendum  equivalents  for 
ex-Pharmacopoeial  formula  containing  glycerin  and/or  sugar, 
no  reprinting  of  the  formularies  will  be  necessary,  provided 
that  "  both  practitioners  and  jjhai-macists  are  informed  by 
their  respective  Local  Panel  and  Pharmaceutical  Committees 
that  the  new  alternative  fomiulce  must  be  used."    It  is  under- 
etood   that   the    Insiuranoe    Oommissioaiers  are  issuing  the 
revised  Central  List  to  iBSurance  Committees'  for  circulation 
to    doctors    and    chemists.     Prescriptions  relative  to  C.L. 
Mixtu.res  given  on  or  after  December  1  will  be  interpreted 
according  to  the  revised  list.      Instructions  as  to  the  pro- 
cediufl'e  in  this  instance,  and  other  information  relevant  to 
the  subject,  are  being  conveyed  in  a  joint  circular,  which 
will  be  issued  by  the  British  jMedical  Association  and  the 
Bharnnaceuitiioal    Society,    to  all  Panel  and  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  in  England  and  Wales. 

Hhe    Addendum,    which    will    be    ready    amd    on  sale 
within    the    next    few    days    {vide    Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vice   Bulletins,     p.  215),    is    a    booklet    of  twenty-four 
pages,  consisting  of  a  preface  explanatory  of  the  reasons  for, 
and  the  other  circumstances  connected  with,  its  publication, 
a  list  of  alternative  formulte  for  the  ex-Pharmacopoeial,  and  a 
number  of  Codex  preparations,  a  set  of  memoranda  for  pre- 
scribers  and  dispensers,  and  a  report  of  the  official  Order  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  preparations  in  question   from  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  together  with  the  schedule  comjirising 
a  list  of  these.     From  the  pharmaceutical  point  of  view  it 
cannot  be  claimed  that  the  production  can  purport  to  be  any- 
thing   more  than  is  denoted    by  its  sub-title  of   "  War 
Emergency  Formulary."     As  every  pharmacist  knows,  it  is 
impossible   in   the  present  state   of  chemical     and  phar- 
maceutical science  or  art  to  find  satisfactory  substitutes  for 
glycerin  and  sugar.    In  the  present  case  the  scientific  limita- 
tions are  ttill  further  circumscribed  by  economic  considera- 
tions,   since    either    the    supply    of    other   demulcent  or 
sweetening  agents  is  restricted  and  reserved,  or  the  prices  of 
them  are  so  enhanced  as  to  be  prohibitory.     Therefore,  the 
so-called  substitutes  are  merely  makeshifts  which  must  serve 
the  turn  until  the  pressure  of  war  is  relieved.  Wherever 
necessary,  the  formulae  have  been  devised  and  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  experimental  results ;  'but,  as  stated  in  one 
of   the  Ex'planatory  Notes,  time  has  not  permitted  of  the 
adequate  testing  of  the  keeping  properties  of  some  of  the 
(pr©paration.<i,  which,  until  officinal  experience  settles  the  point, 
should  be  comparatively  freshly  made.    In  order  to  secure 


the?  standardisation  and  uniformity  of  prescribing  and  dis- 
pensing, which  the  publication  of  the  Addendum  is  designed 
to  establish  and  maintain,  both  prescribers  and  dispensers  are 
earjiestly  requested  to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  following 
jjoints  :  Prescribers  should  employ  only  the  Addendum  names 
of  preparations,  adding  always  "W.E.F.,"  and  dispensers 
ought  to  study  not  only  that  the  utmost  care  is  taken  always 
to  supply  "  W.E.F."  preparations  when  ordered,  but  also  that 
every  effort  is  made  in  dealing  with  the  j)ublic  to  encourage 
the  sale  of  such  compounds  as    "P.    Glycyrrhizae  Comp. 
W.E.F."  in  preference  to  the  sugar-containing  preparation. 
Even  if  some  sugar  is  available,  it  should  not  be  used  for 
this  purpose,  otherwise  the  main  purpose  of  the  action  of  the 
General  Medical  Council,  the  British  Medical  Association, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  i&ociety  will  be  frustrated,  since  the 
pervading  motive  of  and  final  cause  of  that  action  is  to  reduce 
(the  oonsumption  of  sugar  in  medicine  to  the  lowest  limits,  so 
that  such  supplies  of  it  as  are  still  available  may  be  utih-sed, 
apart  from  the  public  need  of  sugar  as  a  foodstuff,  in  those 
cases  in  which  its  medicinal  use  is  indispensable. 


OF  GINGER, 

BY     JAMES     GRIKB,     M  SC..     PH C, 


THE    PUNGENT  PRINCIPLES 

BY     JAMES     GRIKB,     M  SC.. 
Lecturer  in  Pharmaceutics,  University  of  llanchester. 


{Concluded  from  page  206.) 

Methods    of   Extraction.— Hie   gingerol  in  this  research  was 
isolated    by     the    methods    of    Thr.esh    and    Garnett  and 
Grier.      Si's    kg.    of   powdered    No.  1  African  ginger  were 
exhausted    with    95    per    cent,    alcohol,    and    the  percolate 
concentrated  to  a  volume  of  1  litre.    An  equal  volume  of 
water  was  added,    which  caused  the  precipitation  of  a  large 
part  of  the  fats  and  resins,  leaving  most  of  the  gingerol  in 
solution.    The  solution  was  shaken  out  with  petroleum  ether 
and    evaporated,    and    the    residue    extracted    by  repeatedly 
boiling  out  -with  petroleum  ether,  from  whicVi  the  gingerol  was 
removed  by  shaking  with  60  per  cent,  alcohol.    On  evaporating 
the  alcoho'l,  gingei-ol  was  obtained  as  a  very  pungent  yellow 
oil.    The  paradol  was  prepared  by  exhausting  2  2  kg.  of  pow- 
dered grams  of  paradise  vcith  95  per  cent,  alcohol,    and  the 
concentrated  alcoholic  extract  distilled  with  steam  to  remove 
volatile  oils.    The  residue  was  dissolved  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol. 
The  resins  were  precipitated  with  an  excess    of   basic  lead 
acetate  and  filtered  off.    The  filtrate,  after  removal  of  excess 
of  lead,  was  evaporated,  and  the  residue  boiled  out  repeatedly 
with  petroleum  ether.    From  the  petrokuini-ethcr  solutions  the 
paradol  was  removed  by  shaking  out  with  60  per  cent,  alcohol, 
and,  on  evaporating  the  alcohol,  paradol  was  obtained  as  a 
yellow,  pungent  oil.  . 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  paper  to  give  in  detail  the  methods 
of  organic  cheinistrv  by  which  the  chemical  constitution  of 
these  siibstances  has  "ibeen  determined.  For  these  recourse  must 
be  had  to  the  original  papers,  but  .a  summary  of  the  physical 
and  chemical  pnoi>ertios  of  gingerol  and  of  zuigeron©  aiid  their 
methvl  derivatives  might  fitly  conclude  this  article. 

Ginyerol,  the  -Dungent  principle  of  ginger,  is  an  intensely 
pungent,  viwid, "  clear,  faintly  yellow,  inodorous  oily  liquid, 
with  optical  activity  +12-9°.  It  is  a  mixture  of  homologous 
substances,  e.g.,  CH-eO.,  and  C,sH„G,,  molcc.  wts.  294  and 
308  respectively,  and  capable  of  distillation  in  vacuo,  155°- 
140°  C  (Lapw'orth),  or  under  reduced  pressure,  227-229°  C. 
at  6  M.m.  (Nelson),  240-250  °  C.  at  18  M.m.  (Garnett  and  Grier). 
Nelson  states  that  this  distilled  oil  is  not  quite  so  pungent  as 
the  original  gingerol,  and  it  has  also  apparently  lost  its  optical 
activity.  It  is  foluble  in  most  organic  solvents  and  in  acetic 
acid,  fats,  and  volatile  oils,  also  in  weak  alcohol,  35  per  cent, 
w/v  and  in  w^eak  alkali  1  per  cent.,  but  not  in  ammonia  or  m 
alkaline  caiibonate,  or  to  any  extent  in  water.  Soluble  slightly 
in  cold  petroleum  ether,  moi-e  so  in  hot,  but  quickly  separating 
out  as  a  yellow  oil  on  cooling.  Chemically  it  is  phenolic, 
having  one  OH  and  one  OCH3  group,  and  therefore  gives  in  alco- 
holic solution  a  green  colour  with  ferric  chloride,  and  a  white 
precipitate  with  bromine  water.  It  gives  an  intense  azure- 
blue  colour  wlicn  mixed  with  vanillin  and  .sulphuric  acid  and 
then  diluted  with  a  little  water  (Seeker  test).  Its  alkaline 
solution  gives  with  Pb.Ba  and  Mg  and  other  heavy  metals 
in-soluble  precipitates  (Thresh).  Fixed  alkalis,  especially  in  the 
heat,  destroy  its  pungency,  but  baryta  water  in  the  heat  splits 
it  up  into  fattv  aldehydes  and  zingerone  (pungent).  It  forms 
neutral  non-pungent  oily  derivatives  when  tretited  in  alkaline 
solution  with  aoetvl.  or  benzoyl  or  benzop*^  sulphonyl  chl«ride 
and  similar  compounds  or  with  chloroformic  eeters.  It  yieldea 
no  crystalline  oxime  or  semicarbazone,  although  it  appeared  to 
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react  with  th*  hydroxylamine.  Slight  heat  was  evolved  on 
mixing  with  phenylhjdrazine,  but  it  formed  no  crystalline 
derivative  with  any  type  of  hydrazine.  Tho  sole  crystalline 
derivative  wa^  its  methyl  compound,  vshich  was  easily  purified. 

Methyl  gingerol  (Ci.H.sO,,  m.wt.  308,  and  C^HjoO,,  m.wt.  322) 
is,  of  course,  not  a  single  substance,  but  a  mixture  of  the  mono- 
methyl  ethers  of  the  gingerol  constituents.  It  occurs  in  needle 
crystals,  m.pt.  bi°  C,  which  are  odourless,  non-pungent,  and 
insoluble  in  alkalis  because  not  phenolic.  OptioaJ  activity  in 
2  per  cent,  chlorolorm  solution  +27'3°.  Slowly  decomposed 
■wl^n  heated  above  150°  C,  and  rapidly  iiear  its  boiling-point. 
It  is  also  altered  by  hot  acids  or  alkalis.  On  splitting  off  the 
added  methyl  group  by  boiling  with  aluminium  chloride  in 
benzene  solution,  a  very  pungent  oil  is  obtained,  but  tlie 
gingerol  thus  regenerated  is  quite  unstable,  polymerising  to 
a  red  resin  insoluble  in  petroleum  ether  (Nelson).  Even 
gingerol,  when  prepared  de  novo  and  purified  can  be  frac- 
tionated by  means  of  light  petroleum  into  portions  having 
somewhat  different  solubilities,  which  points  either  to  poly- 
merisation or  to  decomposition  into  simpler  products  with 
subsequent  recombination  to  form  products  more  complex  than 
gingerol  proper  (Lapworth).  Methylgingerol  forms  with 
hvdroxylamine  a  crystalline  osime  hydrate  (CisH,504N'H,0 
and  C„Hj,U,X-H,0).  which  gives  Piloty's  test  for  ketoximes, 
i.e.,  when  dissolved  in  a  little  pyridine  and  ether  and  treated 
with  bromine  water  and  then  with  hydrogen  peroxide  it  gives 
a  definite  although  not  very  intense  yellowish-green  colour 
(bromonitrose  compound),  which  passes  into  the  ethereal  layer. 
Methylgingerol  combines  .  readily  in  the  cold  with  acetyl 
chloride,  thionyl  chloride,  etc.,  and  also,  though  very  slowly, 
with  phenyl-carbamide. 

On  oxidation   with  chromic  acid,  methylgingerol  yielded  a 
mixture  of  fatty  acids  volatile  in  .*team  and    veraitric  acid, 
'^^HjOMel.'COCJH,    not  volatile   with  steam.    Gingerol  when 
iiarly    oxidised    yieJded     n-heptoic    aoid,     and  probably 
exoio  aoid  and  a  small  quantity  of  a  volatile  oil  (hepfalde- 
de?).    Thresh  recorded  acetic  and  caproic  (hexoic)  acids  and 
a  neutral  oil.      The  presence  of    the  phenolic  hydroxyl  in 
I'ingerol  evidently  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  aromatic  por- 
n  of  the  molecule  by   the  oxidising    agent,    and  nothing 
rinite  could  be  isolated  from  the    oxidation    product  not 
.  :..atile  with  steam,  but  fusion  with  potash,  as  noted  by  Sten- 
house  and  Groves  in  1877,  yielded  a  small  quantity  of  proto- 
ratechuic  acid,  C  H,(OH)XOOH. 

Zingerone,  C,,H,,0,,  is  a  definite  chemical  substance,  and  it 
-,  differs  from  gingerol  in  possessing  a  distinct  sweet  odcnir 
-  rriiniscent  of  salicylaldehyde  and  to  a  less  extent  of  vanillin. 
It  resembles  gingerol  in  its  extremely  pungent  taste,  which  iS 
like  that  of  ginger  itself,  but  quantitative  comparisons  have  not 
yet  been  carried  out.    It  occurs  in  colourless  needle  crystals  or 
lustrous  plates,  m.pt.  36-37°  C.  (Lapworth),  40-41°  C.  (Nomura), 
soluble  in  most  organic  solvents,  except  petroleum.    It  is  slightly 
atlle  with  steam,  and  only  tvery  sparingly  soluble  in  water, 
'  freely  in  dilute  alkali,   from  which  it  is  precipitated  by 
carbon  dioxide.    Although  when  shaken  with  2  per  cent,  soda 
for  several  hours  it  gave  no  apparent  decomposition  (Nomura), 
yet  prolonged  contact  or  fifteen  minutes'  heating  with  5  per 
cent,  sofla  would  destroy  the  pungency.    Its  alkaline  solutions 
give  neutral   non-pungent  insoluble  derivatives  when  treated 
with  acetyl  or  benzoyl  or  sulphonyl  chlorides,  or  with  ohloro- 
formic  esters — e.g.,  the  ethylcarbonato  derivative  CnHijOj  O'CO. 
Va.  with  ethyl  chloroformate.    These  reactions,  as  also  the  colour 
'^tion  with  ferric  chloride,  show  its  phenolic  character,  but  it 
I  reacts  as  a  ketone  and  rearlily  yields  a  crystalline  phenyl- 
...  drazone  and  semicarbazone,  but  these,  as  well  as  other  hydra- 
zones  and  oximes.  were  very  difficult  to  purify,  as  they  quickly 
decomposed  in  solution.     Tfnts. — It  gives  a   red  colour  with 
Millon'g  reagent,  a  green  with  ferric  chloride  in  alcoholic  solu- 
tion, and  reduces  ammoniacal  silver  nitrate  on  warming,  and  it 
■f'  ould  al.w)  give  a  white  precipitate  with  bromine  water.  It 
'  s  a  striking  «olour  reaction  when  warmed  with  concentrated 
^a)  adds,  particularly  hydrobromic  acid,  passing  from  faint 
!ow  to  brown,  then  bluish  purple  to  deep  purple.    On  careful 
Jition  of  alkali  the  colour  Ijeomes  blue,  finally  fading  through 
■n__to  nearly  colourless  (Lapworth).    It  should  therefore  give 
"Seeker"  t^-st  with  vanillin  and  sulphuric  acid.    The  methyl 
;vative.    M/thyl.  Zingerone,  €, ,H, ,0,-C)Me.  occurs  in  coiour- 
non-pungent  needle  crystals,  m.pt."  55-56°  C.     It  dissolves 
^lily  in  most  of  the  usual  organic  solvents  except  petroleum,  is 
olnble  in  water  and  in  alkalis  (absence  of  phenolic  group),  but 
give?  the  same  colour  reaction  with  hydrobromic  or  hydrochloric 
acid  as  zingerone.    As  a  ketone  it  gives  crystalling  derivatives 
with  semicarbazide,  phonylhydrazines,  and  hydroxylamine.  tho 
last-named  d(>rivative  giving  Piloty's  test  for  ketoxines.  Being 
ftilly  saturated,  it  does  not  reduce  cold  permanganate  in  acetone 
tion  or  decolori.se  bromine  in  chloroform  solution.  When 
'iised      with     permanganate      it     yields     veratric  acid 


CcH3(01VIe)/C00'H,  and  with  sodium  hydrobromite  it  give- 
li-i:  4-dimethoxyphenylpropionio  acid,  C,H3(OMe)3-CHj  CH/ 
COOH.  Zingerone  and  methyl  zingerone  in  their  chemical' 
deportment  therefore  closely  resemble  gingerol  and  methyl- 
gingerol, but  the  two  latter  substances  also  contain  fatty  alde- 
hydic  groupings  which  enter  into  reactions.  For  example, 
although  methylgingerol  contains  no  phenolic  hydroxyl  it  con- 
tains an  "  aldol  "  hydroxyl  group  in  tho  side  chain,  and,  there- 
fore, can  react  with  acetyl  or  benzoyl  or  sulphonyl  chloride, 
and  even  with  phenylcarbamide,  although  in  this  case  action  is 
very  slow,  whereas  methyl  zinge  rone  cannot. 


PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY  COMPETITION. 

REPORT   ON  THE    EXERCISE   FOR   LAST  MONTH. 

Marks  have  been  awarded  for  last  month's  work  as  follows:— 
Rubidium   


Xantliine  . 

James   

Spes   

Aiiaichist. . . 

Mason   

Velox   

Micropyle. . . 
W.  G.  K.  ... 
Chamomile 

Naujes  

Garnet  

C.  O.  f  

J.  C.  N  

Kitchener. . . 


97 
35 
91 
89 
85 
80 
74 
73 
71 
67 
67 
63 
62 
62 
53 


42 

P.  F  .E  

W.  K.  F  

A.  C.  H.  Y  

23 

C.  K.  S  

21 

Phenol  

19 

18 

Zella  

Conor   

■vf  D  7"  A*^^erley,  Nottingham,  takes  the  first  place,  and 
Mr.  B  Baker  the  second  place;  as  the  latter  is  qualified,  how- 
ever, the  second  prize  is  awarded  to  Mr.  S.  Greenberg,  Uxbridge 
Road,  W.,  who  stands  third  on  the  list  with  91  marks.  These 
two  competitors  will  ireocive  prizes  of  books  published  at  10s.  6d. 
and  6s  respectively,  if  they  will  let  the  Editor  know  by 
November  13  what  books  they  would  like  to  have,  and  will 
send  declarations,  signed  by  pharmacists,  that  they  are  at 
present  unqualified. 

The  mixture  set  on  this  occasion  consisted  of : — 

Sodium  chromate   .,    30  parts 

Lead  carhonate    35  parts 

Borax  (hydrated)   35  parts 

Ammonium  chloride    0"5  part 

Minute  traces  of  iron  and  magnesium  were  also  present. 

The  exercise  set  this  month  was  a  moderately  easy  one,  'ind 
the  average  standard  of  the  work  cannot  be  considered  very 
good.  The  principal  error  committed  was  to  report  the  presence 
of  substances  w'hich  actually  were  absent,  a  very  large  number 
of  marks  being  lost  in  this  manner ;  several  candidates  also 
mistook  impurities  for  principal  constituents.  Thirteen  can- 
didates failed  to  detect  the  boric  acid,  in  some  cases  because 
they  did  not  test  for  it  at  all,  in  other  cases  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  sodium  and  lead  somewhat  masking  the  green  colour  in 
the  flame  test.  Tho  turmeric  paper  test  failed  in  the  presence 
of  the  chromate,  but  could  be  easily  obtained  after  the  chromate 
had  been  removed,  the  simplest  method  of  doing  this  being  to 
boil  some  of  the  powder  with  a  little  concentrated  hydrochloric 
acid  until  the  chromate  was  completely  reduced  and  the  result- 
ing chlorine  boiled  off,  and  then  well  dilute  with  water.  It  is 
somewhat  remarkable  that  apparently  no  one  thought  of  this 
way  out  of  the  above  difficulty.  Only  a  very  few  candidates 
detected  the  trace  of  ammonia  present. 

Reitahks  to  Individual  Competitors. 

Rubidium. — Very  good.  Yon  should  not  have  missed  the 
ammonia,  however ;  tho  most  delicate  method  of  testing  for  a 
trace  of  ammonia  is  to  place  a  portion  of  the  substance  in  a 
watch  glass,  moisten  it  with  sodium  hydroxide  solution,  and 
then  place  over  it  (concave"  surface  downward)  another  watch 
glass  having  a  piece  of  moistened  red  litmus  clinging  to  its 
concave  surface.  The  litmus  will  become  blue  more  or  less 
quickly,  the  colour  usually  changing  at  the  edges  first ;  if  the 
quantity  of  ammonia  is  very  minute  it  may  be  necessary  to 
warm  the  lower  watch  glass  gently,  but  this  was  not  necessary 
in  the  present  case.  Note  abo  the  remarks  above  regarding 
the  turmeric  paper  test. 

X.'VNTHiNE. — Read  remarks  to  "Rubidium."  With  regard  to 
your  difficulty,  the  precipitate  in  question  was  undoubtedly  lead 
chromate,  which  was  precipitated  as  soon  as  the  whole  of  the 
sodium  carbonate  was  neutralised.  It  did  not  redissolye  easily, 
partly  because  the  nitric  acid  was  at  first  all  used  up  in  setting 
free  boric  and  chromic   acids   from   the   borax   and  sodium 
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ohromato,  and  paa-tly  because  lead  chromate,  if  once  precipitated, 
is  not  very  readily  redissolved,  even  by  strong  acids;  if  you  had 
added  a  fair  excess  of  nitric  acid  and  warmed,  you  would  have 
found  that  the  precipitate  redissolvod.  You  should  have 
reduced  the  chromate  before  pacing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  ia 
the  groups,  and  it  is  much  better  to  boil  the  Group  III.  pre- 
cipitate withi  sodium  peroxide  than  to  fuse  it  with  nitrate  and 
carbonate,  especially  if  a  porcelain  dish  is  used,  as  porcelain  is 
a  substance  containing  muoh  aluminium.    Very  good  otherwise. 

James. — Read  remarks  to  "  Rubidium"  regarding  the  test  for 
ammonia.  Your  test  for  "  (hydrate "  was  given  by  the  borax; 
in  any  case,  this  word  is  obsolete  in  the  sense  in  which  you 
use  it;  "hydroxide"  is  the  modern  word.  You  must  not,  on 
any  account,  use  sulphuric  acid  in  the  turmeric  paper  test,  but 
hydrochloric  acid  ;  also  read  the  remarks  already  made  on  this 
siiibject,  and,  if  possible,  repeat  th«  test.  Very  good  on  the 
whole. 

Spes. — Read  remarks  to  "Rubidium."  No  appreciable 
ahuninium  or  calcium  was  present.  You  should  have  tested 
for  bismuth,  copper,  and  cadmium  in  Group  II.,  as  traces  of 
these  metals  might  ihave  been  present  in  addition  to  lead ;  also, 
do  not  use  the  word  "hydrate"  for  "hydroxide,"  no-one 
up  to  date  does  so  now. 

Anarchist. — Your  report  should  have  been  written  out  rather 
more  tidily.  It  is  better  to  tabulate  the  group  examination. 
Also  I'ead  the  ire  larks  to  the  previous  four  competitors  on 
several  other  points. 

Mason. — Your  work  is  muoh  better  than  usual,  and  shows 
that  you  can  do  good  work  when  you  make  bhe  necessary  effort. 
The  way  in  which  your  report  was  written  out  is  still  the 
weakest  point,  and  you  should  have  confirmed  the  fact  that  the 
gas  evolved  on  treating  the  mixture  with  acid  was  carbon- 
dioxide. 

Velox. — It  was  a  pity  you  missed  the  boric  acid.  Read  the 
remarks  to  other  competitors.    Otherwise  very  good. 

MiCROPYLE. — The  chloride  was  only  a  trace,  as  you  will  see, 
and  you  should  not  ihave  missed  the  borate.  You  should  also 
give  the  reaction  of  the  mixture. 

W.  G.  K. — You  should  have  tested  for  borate  and  phosphate 
in  the  preliminary  examination;  the  chloride  was  only  a  trace, 
and  therefore  did  not  count  as  one  of  the  three  principal  acids, 
as  you  erroneously  assumed.  No  credit  can  be  given  for  tests 
which  are  not  described,  but,  at  the  same  time,  you  should  try 
to  be  more  concise. 

Chamomile. — Read  remairks  to  "  W.  G.  K."  regarding  the  pre- 
liminary examination  and  tests  wiiich  are  not  described.  No 
potassium  was  present,  end  it  should  have  been  evident  that  the 
carbonate  was  far  too  much  to  be  merely  an  impurity. 

Naujes. — Read  remarks  to  other  competitors  on  the  borate, 
chloride,  and  ammonia.  Your  examination  for  acids  was  very 
incomplete. 

Garnet. — You  must  give  proper  details  of  what  you  do;  no 
credit  is  given  for  such  statements  as  "  examined  and  found  to 
be  Pb."  ;  also  you  must  go  through  the  group  separations  pro- 
perly. Your  test  for  bicarbonate  is  of  no  use  in  complex  mix- 
tures such  as  this;  you  should  have  tested  the  reaction  of  the 
mixture.    No  potassium  was  present. 

C.  O.  P. — Readi  remarks  to  "  Micropyle "  and  that  to 
~'W.  G.  K."  regarding  the  preliminary  examination.  Your 
report  migiht  have  been  rather  more  tidy. 

J.  O.  N. — ^Read  remarks  to  "C.  O.  P."  The  mixture  was  not 
netitral  when  oold. 

KrrcHENEB. — You  did  not  take  sufficient  trouble  over  the 
group  examirmtion,  and  your  whole  report  was  much  too  con- 
densed. Read  remarks  to  other  competitors  regarding  the  points 
where  you  erred. 

Oeo. — Read  remarks  at  commencement  of  report  on  the  boric 
■acid  test  and  those  to  "Rubidium"  on  testing  for  ammonia. 
The  chloride  wa«  only  a  trace,  and  no  sulphate  was  present. 
Was  your  sodium  bicarbonate  sufficiently  pure?  Your  report 
might  have  been  rather  more  neat. 

A.  F. — Your  "nickel"  was  no  doubt  "lead,"  and,  as  you 
will  see,  the  borax  was  certainly  not  a  trace.  You  should  have 
used  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  not  ihydrochloric  acid,  in  testing  for 
carbonate. 

Energy. — ^No  phosphate  was  present,  and  only  a  minute 
trace  of  magnesium ;  you  omitted  to  test  for  the  metals  of  the 
zinc  group,  and  your  report  was  too  condensed. 

P.  F.  E. — You  did  not  test  for  borate  at  all ;  you  should  have 
done  so  in  the  preliminary  examination,  to  which  you  should 
pay  much  more  attention.  Read  remarks  to  other  competitors 
on  the  sodium  and  carbonate. 

W.  R.  F. — You  should  give  the  reaction  of  the  mixture,  and 
it  did  not  char  on  heating.  Your  preliminary  examination  was 
very  incomplete — see  remarks  to  other  competitors — and  you 


should  give  proper  confirmatory  tests.  Your  tests  for  bicar- 
bonate wore  not  of  the  least  use  in  such  a  mixture  as  this. 

A.  C.  H.  Y. — No  quantitative  determinations  were  asked  for. 
Read  remarks  to  other  competitors  on  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion and  testing  for  borate.  Why  did  you  not  go  through  all 
the  groups? 

C.  E.  S. — No  phosphate  was  present,  and  the  ohloride  and 
iron  were  only  traces.  Probably  you  missed  the  lead  in  Groups 
I.  and  II.  by  using  a  solution  which  was  too  strongly  acid ;  lead 
sulphide  is  not  easily  precipitated  in  such  circumstances.  Read 
the  remarks  to  the  other  competitors. 

Phenol. — Did  you  use  two  thicknesses  of  blue  glass  in 
observing  the  flame  for  potassium?  One  is  of  no  use.  No  sul- 
phate was  present,  and  you  must  give  far  more  confirmation  of 
your  results ;    your  examination  for  acids  was  very  incomplete. 

Obganio. — Read  remark  to  "  Phenol  "  regarding  potassium.  You 
should  arrange  the  preliminary  tests  in  columns  under  such 
headings  as  "  Test,"  "  Observed,"  "  Inference."  Do  not  make 
such  statements  as  "  Tested  for  Bi,  Ou,  Cd,  but  were  found 
absent  "  ;  details  must  be  given  of  all  tests. 

Cassia. — Your  "  arsenic"  was  probably  sulphur.  Your  report 
was  very  incomplete ;  you  sihould  at  least  nave  attempted  to 
do  the  group  separations,  and  you  should  make  a  proper  pre- 
liminary examination.  If  possible,  read  the  series  of  articles  on 
qualitative  analysis  which  appeared  in  the  .Journal  some  little 
time  ago. 

Zella. — Read  remarks  to  "Cassia." 

J.  M. — You  did  not  test  for  borate  or  phospihate  at  all,  and 
your  group  examination  was  very  incomplete;  read  the  con- 
cluding remark  to  "  Cassia." 

Conor. — Read  remark  to  "Phenol"  rf.  Dotassium,  and  remarks 
to  other  competitors  on  the  sulphate,  chloride,  and  borate.  Do 
not  'be  discouraged ;  your  report  was  quite  neatly  arranged ; 
your  principal  need  is  evidently  more  practice. 

Candid. — You  would  have  done  very  much  better  if  you  had 
not  found  so  many  substances  erroneously ;  evidently  you 
require  much  more  practice  with  many  of  the  tests ;  you  should 
aJso  do  more  confirmatory  tests.  Read  the  remarks  to  other 
competitors  on  the  points  where  you  went  wrong. 


EXERCISE  FOR  THIS  MONTH. 


Identify  the  given  mixture,  which  contains  not  more  thaji 
two  chemical  compounds,  and  determine  the  proportion  of  one 
base  or  one  acid.  Applications  for  the  material  provided, 
together  with  stamped  axidressed  envelopes,  must  be  received  by 
the  Editor  not  later  than  November  15,  and  reports  must  be 
sent  in  by  November  29. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


No  pharmaceutical  matters  have  arisen  during  the  week 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  nor  do  any  appear  on  the  notice 
paper.  The  House  has  been  occupied  in  confirming  most  of 
those  decisions  of  the  Boundary  Commissioners  under  the 
Franchise  Bill  which  were  challenged  by  members  affected. 
There  was  also  a  debate  on  Peace. in  which  the  Pacifists  were 
once  more  routed. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Treasury  is  now  granting  the  rebates 
on  unusable  licences  for  the  sale  of  methylated  spirits,  about 
which  matter  Mr.  W.  C.  Anderson  (Labour,  Atterdiflfe)  lately 
asked  a  question. 

Woolwich  Military  Hospitals  (Dispensers). 

On  November  5  Mr.  Crooks  asked  whether  the  ration 
allowance  to  dispensers  in  military  hospitals  in  Woolwich  had 
been  reduced  during  the  war;  that  early  in  the  year  rations 
were  stopped,  and  6s.  3d.  a  week  allowed  in  lieu  thereof, 
although  the  ration  allowance  was  estimated  at  Is.  9d.  per 
day  ;  that  these  dispensers  have  only  received  one  war  bonus, 
whereas  other  Government  employes  have  received  several ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  i>ossibility  of  raising  the 
pay  of  these  men  in  order  to  meet  the  present  cost  of  living 

Mr.  Foster,  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  replied 
that  the  matter  was  being  considered. 


Chloramine  Ointment.— A  auitatole  ointnie«(i  for  application 

to  superficial  wounds  may  be  made  aooording  bo  the  following- 
formula,  devised  by  Desplas :— Chloramine,  4-5  Gms. ;  tincture 
of  benzoin,  30  Cms.;  balsam  of  Peru,  30  Gois. :  wax,  IWt 
Oms. ;  olive  oil,  steriUsed,  200  0  Gms. 


November  10. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


AMEETINt;  of  the  Council  of  the  Phaimax^utical  Society 
was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  November  7,  Mr 
Edmund  White,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  in  the  ohair.  • 
Present : —Messrs.    Bilson,    Campkin,    Cuff,  Currie, 
DeaJdn,  F.  J.  Qibson,  W.  H.  Gibson,  GiflPord,  Guthrie,  Hagon, 
Bairington,    Hines,    Jenkin,    Neathercoat,    Parry,  Rowsel!, 
£argeant.  Skinner,  and  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  October  3  were  read  and  con- 
£rmed. 

Absentee. 

A  letter  of  apology  for  absence  was  received  from  Mr.  J. 
Keall,  who  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness — happily  not 
aerious— in  his  family. 

Sir  Herbert  Jackson's  Acknowledgment  of  the  Council's 
Message  of  Congratulation  {P. J.,  October  6,  p.  157). 

The  President  read  the  following  letter  which  had  been 
<receir\ed  from  Sir  Herbert  Jackson :  — 

Dear  Mr.  Chater,— I  find  it  difficult  adequately  to  thank 
the  President  and  Council  for  their  congratulations  so 
generously  e.xpressed  in  the  letter  which  you  kindly  sent  to 
me.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  that  I  have  been  privi- 
leged to  act  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  I  have 
met  with  such  mvariable  kindness  and  consideration  as  to 
add  to  the  feeling  of  congeniality  in  carrying  out  my  duties 
u.  lasting  pleasure  in  the  memory  of  each  occasion.  Will  you 
'Jo  me  the  favour  of  telling  the  President  and  Council  how 
much  I  appreciate  their  kindness,  and  will  vou  convey  to 
them  my  very  best  thanks  for  the  honour  they  haive  done 
sending  me  such  highly  valued  congratulations. 

»  ith  kind  regards  and  very  many  thanks  for  your  own 
iTOod  wishes. — Yours  sincerely, 

Hekbeht  Jackson. 
The  Late  Sir  Edward  Evans. 

The  Pbesident,  in  referring  to  the  death  of  Sir  Edward  Evans 
remarked  that  probably  every  member  of  Council  had  come  into 
personal  contact  wath  Sir  Edward  Evans,  who  was  a  man  of 
conspicuous  ability  and  striking  achievement  alike  as  a  man 
of  business,  of  th«  world,  and  of  affairs,  who  excelled  in  what- 
ever he  undertook,  whether  as  an  organiser  and  chief  of  a 
great  commercial  concern,  as  President  of  the  Britisih  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  in  1912,  as  a  political  leader,  or  in  the  con- 
genial social  sphere  in  which  he  shone.  His  was  indeed  a 
^acious  and  lovable  personality,  and  hy  his  death  his  family  and 
the  many  influential  interests  with  which  his  life  work  had  b.-en 
MBOciated  had  suffered  an  irretrievable  loss.— Upon  the  Presi- 
aeots  suggestion  it  was  agreed  to  forward  a  message  of  con- 
dolence; to  the  late  Sir  Edward  Evans's  relatines. 

Election  of  Members. 

Five  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for  the  current 
yee^  wore  elected  members  of  the  Society  [vide  Appendix  A. 
p.  221).  '^'^        '  *  ' 

Election  of  Student-Associates. 

Bight  persons  having  tendered  their  subscriptions  for  rhe 
oirrent  year  were  elected  student-associates  of  the  Society  (vklK 
Appendix,  B). 

Restorations  to  the  Society. 

A  number  of  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society  on  payment 
of  the  current  year's  subscription. 

Restoration  to  the  Register. 

Two  persons  were  iestf)re<l  to  the  Regi.ster  {vide  Appendix,  C). 
Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  Sbcretabv  reported  that  forty-two  persons  had  been 
registered  as  apprentices  or  students  since  the  previous  Council 
meeting  (vifle  Appendix,  D). 

Correspondence. 

The  following  toniniunications  were  received,  and  reforied 
where  nf-oessary  to  the  appropriate  Committees: — 
_  1.  Prom  the  Northumberland  Association  fonvarding  resolu- 
tions re.»pe<;ting  the  meitric  sy.st,em,  the  position  of  phanrmcists 
m  the  Army,  and  the  institution  of  a  curriculum  for  the  Society's 
examinations.  Part  of  this  was  referrp<l  to  the  House  and  School 
Committee  and  another  part  to  the  Army  Medical  Department 
Special  (Committee. 

2.  From  the  Liverpool  A.4sor'iation  forwarding  resolution  of 
•upport  of  the  Society  in  negotiations  with  th*;  insurance  Com- 


missioners and  deprecating  the  iiiterference  of  irresponeibie 
bodies. 

3.  From  the  Dertoy  Association  pledging  support  of  the  Council 
in  its  action  to  obtain  better  conditions  for  panel  chemists. 

4.  From  the  South-West  London  A.ssociation  forwarding  reso- 
lution deprecating  any  attempt  to  alter  the  present  right  of 
qualified  chemists  to  use  the  title  "  Chemist."  This  was  defrn 
with  by  the  President  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

5.  From  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Association  for- 
warding resolution  depreca;ting  any  attempt  to  alter  the  present 
right  of  qualified  chemists  to  use  the  title  "  Chemist."  This  was 
dealt  with  as  noted  under  4. 

6.  From  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Examination  Board  asking 
the  Society  to  accept  for  registration  purposes  the  School  Cer- 
tificate Examination.    The  Council  agreed  to  this  proposal. 

7.  From  tihe  Board  of  Scientific  Societies,  inviting  a  continu- 
ance of  the  representation  of  the  Society  on  the  Board,  and 
soUciting  a  renewal  of  the  subscription  to  the  Board.  The  Presi- 
dent was  reappointed  as  the  representative  of  the  iSociety,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  renew  the  subscription. 

8.  From  the  North  British  Branch,  forwarding  a  list  of  Divi- 
sional Secretaries  for  Scotland  for  1918,  a  report  of  the  Executive 
meeting  on  October  24  and  a  resolution :  — 

That   'Dr.    Leonard  Dobbin,   Edinburgh :     Dr.  William 
Gairdner  Smith,   Edinburgh ;    Dr.   James   Fowler  Tocher, 
Aberdeen ;   Peter  Boa,  Edinburgh ;   Jonathan  Innes  Fraser, 
Edinlburgh ;    John   Gilmour,   Dunfermline ;    Henry  Stout, 
Edinburgh;    and  Thomas  Wilson,  Burntisland,  be  nominated 
for  election  by  the  Council  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland  for  the  year  1918. 
A  resolution  was  passed  appointing  these  nominees,  as  also  a 
subsequent  resolution  appointing  the  gentlemen  nominated  by 
the  Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee  {vide  p.  222), 
and  a  resolution  fixing  January,  April,  July,  and  October  for 
the  meetings  of  the  Board  in  1918,  and  April  and  July  only  for 
the  Major.    The  Executive  reported  that  the  last  of  Divisional 
Secretai-ies  for  Scotland  for  1918  is  identical  with  that  printed 
in  the  Official  Calendar,  page  233,  witfti  the  exception  of 
Peebles  CorNTT. 
Peebles. — Norman  M.   Lindsay  in   room  of  the  late 
W.  J.  Sanderson.    A  resolution  was  passed  appointing  the 
pea-sons  nominated. 

9.  From  the  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association, 
urging  the  necessity  for  the  institution  of  a  Ministry  of  Health. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  Tkeastjeee,  in  moving  that  the  report  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee  (vide  Appendix,  E)  be  received 
and  adopted,  remarked  that  the  General  Account  was  satisfactory, 
and  it  was  encouraging  to  find  that  the  returns  from  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  were  £160  better  than  for  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  And  the  accounts  in  connection  with  the  other  funds 
were  also  all  in  a  favourable  condition. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Speaking  on  the  motion  that  the  report  and  reoommendatioris 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  (vide  Appendix,  F)  be 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  grantg  made,  Mr.  BlLSOif 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  following  legacy,  donation,  ar.d 
special  contributions:  — 

Legacy. 

Louisa  Stammwitz   £100   0  0 

(See  P. J.,  October  27,  p.  200.) 
Doitatioii. 

A.  H.  Cox  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton    5    5  0 

Special  Contributions. 

North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association    10  10  0 

Newcastle  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association    5   0  0 

South-Wes-t  London  Pharmacists'  Association   3   0  0 

.Slfnderland  Pharmaceutical  Association  (amount  in 

collectjng  box)    2  10  0 

Southport  Pharmacists'  Association    2   2  0 

Preston  and  District  Pharniacdsts'  Association  (amount 

in  collecting  box    10  0 

A.  K.  King,  Norwich  (amount  in  collecting  box)   10  0 

S.   Bastow,  Chichester  (part  proceeds  of  weighins' 

machine)      0  10  0 

F.  Hintlle,  Pre.ston  (amount  in  collecting  box)    0   6  0 
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With  reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Care  Uomniittee  (remitted  from  the  Council),  applying 
for  the  assistance  of  the  Society  in  interesting  those  engaged  in 
pharmacy  in  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  Children  Fund,  Mr.  BiLSON 
explained  that  while  it  would  not  he  proper  for  the  Committee 
to  recommend  the  appropriation  of  any  grant  for  that  purpose, 
they  suggested  that  the  letter  should  be  passed  on  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Journal  to  give  the  appeal  publicity  through  its  columns, 
and  intimate  his  willingness  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  fund. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  {vide 
Appendix,  G).  explained  that  the  apparently  heavy  bill  for 
repairs  and  renovations  covered  a  period  of  fouir  months  and 
included  £50  for  the  anmual  cleanding  of  the  promises  from 
top  to  bottom.  As  regards  the  proposed  practical  course  in 
micro-biology,  there  ha<i  been  three  entrants  iur  the  course, 
one  of  whom  was  a.  typical  pharmacist,  who  would  certainly 
have  profited  by  the  course,  and,  having  special  facilities  for 
the  purpose,  oould  later  have  given  practical  ap|)lication  to 
the  training  received.  And  for  the  sake  of  this  entrant  alone, 
.it  would  have  been  worth  while  to  go  on  with  the  course, 
but  unfortunately  they  had  come  to  something  like  a  dead- 
lock with  Dr.  Burnet,  who  stipulated  for  three  niici-oscdjjes, 
each  costing  aibout  £20,  an  expenditure  which,  in  t.li«  ca-- 
oumstances,  could  not  be  justified.  The  Professors  in  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  had  been  invited  to  advise  the  Council 
as  to  the  best  means  of  utilising  the  Laiboratory  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  School. 
The  report  was  put  paragraph  by  paragraph  and  passed. 

Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  President  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
adopted.  He  pointed  out  that  owing  to  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  oaridid.ates  for  the  qualifying  examination  th.e 
Committee  recommended  that  only  one  of  the  three  retiring 
members  of  the  Board  slwuld  be  rejilaced.  Touching  the  sub- 
ject of  the  title  of  chemist,  on  which  the  Vice-President  and 
himself  had  had  an  informal  conference  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  he  could  assure  imem'bers 
of  the  Soctiety  who  were  disquieted  over  the  m-a-tter  that  t>he 
Council  was  fully  alive  to  the  vital  importance  from  a  busi- 
ness as  well  as  from  a  professional  standipoint  of  a  title 
■which  w-as  theirs  by  law  and  custom,  and  every  precaution 
would  be  taken  to'  coiiiiierve  it.  At  tlie  meeting  vrith  the 
representatives  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  he  was  able  to 
disclose  aspects  of  the  question  w^hioh  convinced  the  other 
side  that  chemists  were  in  a  strong  position  statutorily  and 
by  usage,  and  that  even  if  any  action  were  taken,  due  regai-d 
must  be  had  to  their  rights  in  these  respects.  A  meeting  of 
analytical  and  other  chemists  who  sought  for  some  form  of  in- 
corporation and  the  "  legal"  re-definition  of  the  title  "chemist." 
was  to  be  held  shortly  in  Manchester,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  it  might  be  advisaJble  for  him  to  attend  it  to  state  the 
case  for  phai-macists.  Para.graiph  5  dealt  with  the  movement 
for  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  and  they 
would  be  glad  to  know  that  the  phamiaceutical  representa- 
tives on  the  Special  Joint  Committee  had  got  to  the  core 
of  the  problem,  and  were  discussing  the  whole  situation  with 
the  responsible  Army  officers  of  the  War  Office  in  a 
tborouiglily  practical  and  friendly  spirit.  In  this  connection 
they  were  fortunate  in  ha.ving  such  representatives  as  Captain 
Atkins  and  Mr.  Jonkin,  both  of  whom  had  actual  military 
knowledge  and  experience  through  their  active  membership 
of  the  Pharmacists'  Volunteer  Coi-ps.  Adverting  to  the 
Addendum  to  the  B.P.  Codex,  which  was  now  in  the  press 
a.nd  would  be  publisihed  in  a  few  days,  there  was  every  reason 
to  expect  that  it  would  serve  the  double  purpose  of  con- 
stituting a  presumptive  standard  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  also  promote  uniformity  in  prescribing  and  dis- 
pensing by  the  use  of  the  preywrations  for  which  formulae 
were  given  minus  glycerin  and  sugar,  or  with  alternatives  for 
these.  Finally,  the  President  directed  special  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  following  precedent  in  recent  years,  the  January 
meeting  would  not  be  held  on  the  first  but  on  the  second 
Wednes^lay.  namely,  January  9. 

The  report  was  put,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  passed. 

Proposed  Reconstruction  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive: 
Mr.  nines'  Motion. 

In  moving — 

That  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Conference 
in  1915,  immediate  steps — ^failing  a  convocation  of  a  now 
Conference — be  taken  for  re-election  of  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Executive  based  on  the  pricing  areas, 

Mr.  HiSES  premised  that  he  brought   the   matter  forward 


for  two  reasons,  firstly,  because  in  his  opiniion  if  any  fact  at 
ail  emerged  from  the  recent  obul'liition  over  the  discussion  in 
connection  with  the  1918  terms  it  was  that  the  present  Local 
AisKooiations  Executive  was  a  played-out  force.  Ho  would  like 
just  to  recall  events.  First  of  all  the  Executive  made  a  report 
on  the  1918  terms ;  the  report  was  brought  before  the  Council 
and  then  went  ini  condensed  form, to  thic  various  Pharmaoeuitioal 
Committees.  The  Committees  then  in  a.  way  united  to  form 
District  Conferences;  the  District  Conferences  united  in  a  way 
to  form  a  final  Conference  in  order  to  arrive  at  some  sort  of 
decision  as  to  what  the  terms  should  be.  It  seemed  to  him 
superfluity  of  ix>ther,  all  because  they  had  no  definite  repre- 
sentative SUinding  Committee  entitled  to  speajj  and  act  with 
final  authority  on  behalf  of  panel  chemists.  He  pointed  oiii 
that  a  resolution  had  been  passed  at  the  ShefTield  district  meet- 
ing asking  that  direct  repi-eseiitation  should  be  brought  about 
from  the  pricing  areas  in  order  to  secure  representatives  on  the 
Executive.  He  called  attention  to  the  feeling  existing  in  the 
North-Ea stern  area  and  to  the  hotter  appearing  in  the  Journal 
from  the  North  Riding  chemists,  Messrs,  Wingficld  and  Chap- 
man, aud  also  »  letter  in  the  Journal  appearing  over  tlie  .signa- 
ture of  Mr.  Fieining,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  North- 
Eastern  area  to  the  Central  Conference.  The  gist  of  that  letter 
was  that  the  Conference  was  absolutely  worn  out.  And  on 
those  grounds  he  had  some  reason  toi'  hi  iiiging  forward  hi.^ 
suggestion.  Personally,  he  was  not  wedded  to  th(^  pricing  ar(^a  ; 
he  did  not  think  that  would  be  an  ideal  sub-division  of  the 
country.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  absurd  to  suggest  that  the 
Commissioners  vrould  alter  their  system.  His  second  reason 
for  bringing  the  mui.ttcr  forward  was  that  if  be  came  on  the 
(Jouncil  pledged  to  anything  at  all,  it  was  to  support  the  prin- 
ciple of  territorial  repi-csentation.  Whether  they  agreed  with 
that  principle  oir  not,  it  seemed  to  him  thiat  they  now  had  an 
opportunity  to  test  the  matter,  to  put  it  into  operation  and 
gaiige  the  value  of  it.  There  was  notbiuig  to  be  lost,  but  a 
groat  deal  to  be  gained.  He  did  not  wi&h  to  be  told  that  it 
was  a  matter  for  the  Organisation  Committee  or  that  some 
.schemes  were. being  prepared.;  he  wished  to  have  a  share 
in  shaping  the  business.  He  did  not  think  it  would  affect  the 
organdsatiion  or  any  set  scheme  if  they  then  and  there  adopted 
the  resiolution.  The  Council  oould,  if  tlhey  chose,  secure  a 
.greater  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  counti-y  and  give  definit<.^ 
,sa.biBfacti on  to  the  demand  known  to  exist,  and  would  have 
l.>ehind  them  every  panel  chemist  i£  they  would  only  move 
earnestly  and  sincerely  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Skinner  seconded  the  motion.  For  two  years  there 
had  been  no  election  of  the  Executive  from  the  Conference, 
and  whilst  ho  agreed  that  it  was  obvious  the  Conference  could 
not  be  held  on  such  a  large  scale,  at  the  same  time  ho  thought 
they  ought  to  find  means  of  getting  an  expression  of  opinion. 
There  was  a  feeling  that  somehow  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  had  got  out  of  touch  with  the  panel  chemists,  and 
he  thought  some  serious  elToit  should  be  made  to  got  members 
elected.  It  could  be  done  by  a  little  arrangement,  possibly; 
by  postal  vote. 

Mr.  Deakin  said  he  d.id  not  wish  to  commit  himself  to  any 
particular  method  of  reconstructing  the  Local  Associations 
Executive,  inasmuch  as  a  scheme  sufficiently  large  to  rope  in 
the  whole  of  the  organisation  of  pharmacists  in  its  various 
relationships  was  receiving  careful  consideration.  He  there; 
fore  moved  the  following  amendment:  — 

That  as  the  whole  question  of  organisation  is  at  present 
being    consideredi    by    the    Special    Committee    of  the 
Council,  this  Council  does  not  consider  that  it  will  be  wise, 
politic  or  necessary  to  put  in  operation  a  scheme  based 
on  the  terms  of  the  resolution. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  certain  decisions  arrived  at  by 
Conferences  had  not  been  put  into  operation,  but  they  were  in 
the  middle  of  a  great  vvar,  and  he  was  not  certain  whether  the 
present   was  a  time  for  proceeding  precipitately  in  regard 
t-o  such  questions.    Ho.  thought  they  could  plead  cogently  that 
any  delay  which  had   arisen  had  been  absolutely  justifiable. 
Inasmuch,  as  it  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  members  of  the 
Organisation    Committee,  he    asked  the    acceptance   of  t\io 
amendment  and  the  rejection  of  the  original  motion. 
Mr.  Gtfford  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HiNER  said  that  although  he  recognised  the  Organisa- 
tion Committee  wore  working  hard  and  sincerely  to  bring' 
foi-ward  a  scheme  which  would  represent  the  whole  organisa- 
tion, he  did  not  think  the  amendment  adduced  any  definite 
i-eason  as  to  why  his  motion  should  not  be  carried.  He  wantad 
to  get  away  from  all  the  silly  conferences.  (Cries  of  "Ko, 
no  !  ")  They  were  quite  cont/rary  to  any  suggestion  of  demo- 
cratic cohesion,  .so  far  as  the  members  were  concorned. 

Mr.  Neathercoat  said  that  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  he  would  not  be  doing  his  duty  if  he  allowed  some- 
of  Mr.    Hines'    statements  to  pass  without  protest.  (Hear, 
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beai  .)     With  regard  to  the  point  of  view  put  by  Mr.  Hines,  and 
also  mentioned  by  Mr.  Skinner,  that  the  Executive  had  not 
been  re-elected  during  the  last  two  years,  everybody  knew  the 
reason  for  that.    No  Conference  had  been  held,    iivery  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  felt  that  an  election  should  have  taken 
place,  and  they  were  quite  in  sympathy  with  the  feeling  that 
it  should  be  done  at  an  early  date,  and  ho  was  in  another 
cipacity  taking  steps  to  bring  that  about.    He  agreed  with 
Mr.  Deakin  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  commit  them- 
selves to  the  basis  of  the  election  on  the  pricing  areas.  He 
certainly  thought  the  Executive  should  be  elected  on  some 
method  of  territorial  representation,  but  he  would  not  like  to 
commit  himself  as  to  how  that  should  be  done.    He  thought 
the  wording  of  the   resolution  somewhat  unfortunate.  He 
did  not.  know  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Conference  of 
1915  laid  down  any  order.      Mr.  Hines  had  referred  to  the 
Executive  Cornmittee  as  a  played-out  force  and  to  the  activities 
of  that  body  in  the  country  in  connection  with  the  tariff  pro- 
posals as  a  lot  of  pother.    It  did  not  seem  to  him  that  that 
was  the  way  in  which  to  refer  to  the  tremendous  amount  of 
work  done  by  the  Executive  Committee  during  the  past  year. 
Up  to  the  present  they  had  always  heard  that  the  country 
had  not  been  consulted  with  regard  to  tariff  terms,  and  that 
the  negotiations  with  the  Commissioners  were  kept  secret,  and 
now  because  they  had  gone  out  of  their  way  in  a  very  difficult 
time  and  under  very  difficult  circumstances  to  consult  the 
country  in  a  way  in  which  it  had  never  been  consulted  before, 
their  efforts  had  been  referred  to  as  a  lot  of  pother,  and  they 
were  called  a  played-out  force.    The  statement  was  also  made 
that  there  was  no  final  authority  to  negotiate  with  the  Com- 
missioners.   That  was  not  true.      There  was  a  final  boay — 
namely,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  had  delegated  the 
function  to  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee.  He 
maintained  that  that  was  a  statement  which  ought  not  to  be 
made  by  a  responsible  man  at  the  Council  table.    The  state- 
ment had  also  been  made  that  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive was  out  of  touch  with  the  panel  chemists,  and  that  there 
was  want  of  confidence  in  the  country  with  regard  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee.    He  would  like  that  statement  proved.  It 
was  quite  easy  to  make  such  statements,  but  he  was  glad  to 
feel  that  it  was  quite  as  easy  for  him  to  rebut  them.  During 
the  past  two  years    he    had  travelled  the  country,  visiting 
various  centres,  and  had  met  in  one  relation  or  another  those 
who  effectively  represented  the  chemists  on  the  panel ;  and  as 
to  the  alleged  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive  Committee, 
he  had  encountered  no  evidence  of  it,  after  attending  many 
meetings  throughout  the  country.    On  the  contrary,  he  found 
that  the  pharmacists  of  the  counti-j'  were  perfectly  willing  and 
anxious  to  express  their  indebtedness  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  and  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  work  put  in 
on  their  behalf.    With  regard  to  the  resolution  and  the  amend- 
ment, he  thoiight  the  Council  would  be  wise  in  adopting  the 
amendment.    They  wore  all  in  sympathy  with  forming  a  new 
Executive  Committee  on  lines  probably  of  territorial  repre- 
sentation, and  they  all  felt  that  that  ought  to  bo  done  quickly, 
and  .steps  would  shortly  be  put  in  motion  whereby  that  could 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Campkin  felt  sure  they  were  actuated  individually  and 
collectively  by  one  motive,  and  that  was  what  could  he  done  in 
+he  best  interests  of  phai-macy.    He  thought  for  the  present  they 
■jld  only  discu.ss  among  them.selves  what  woukl  be  the  better 
-tern  to  adopt  for  the  future  in  regard  to  Conference  repre- 
ntarion.    Whatever  the  result  of  their  discussion,  he  hoped 
they  would  be  able  to  establish  a  Conference  upKjn  a  firmer  basis 
4han  hitherto. 

Mr.  HiiTES  said  he  had  endeavoured  *o  bring  the  matter  for- 
ward a, s  temperately  as  possible,  and  had  no  desire  to  infuse  any 
'^nat  into  the  discu.ssion.    He  was  glad  the  Vice-President  agreerl 

"h  him  that  the  principle  of  territorial  representation  was  the 
al  one  so  far  as  any  future  basis  for  the  Executive  was  con- 
"  •.ned.  He  would  like  to  point  out  that  he  did  not  di.scuss  the 
Tirork  of  the  L.A.E.,  and  therefore  to  that  extent  made  no  eharge 
m  respect  of  its  work. 

The  PnE.sipENT  put  the  amendment  to  the  meeting,  sixteen 
<  mbers  voting  in  it^  favour  and  two  against. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  as  a  i»ubstant:i\-e  motion,  and 

Tied. 

I'iii-  Sect.etabt  presontod  the  following? 

Report  of  the  Examinations. 

Ocloher,  1917. 

Canclidates. 


APPENDIX. 


Passed.  Failed. 
2J  17 
5  3 

The  rcmaindor  of  the  business  was  taken  in  Committee. 


Examined, 
RnKland  and  Wales..    Minor..  40 
Scotland    Minor  . .  8 


REPORTS   AND   LISTS    REFERRED   TO    IN  THE 
PROCEEDINGS    OF  COUNCIL. 


A.— Election  of  Members. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  members  of  the  Society:— 
Alexander,  William  L.;  Boston         I  Heddle,  Bernard;  Kirkwall 
Hawker,  William  H.;  Bristol  |  Marshall,  Sarah  C;  Regent's  Park 

Williams,  Hugh;  Llandudno 

B. — Election  of  Student-Associates. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  student-associates  of  the 
Society  :  — 


Agnew,  Madeline  G.;  Southchurch 
Duck,  Richard  W.;  Cardiff 
Fowler,  Hilda  Cecilia  ;  Brighton 
Lattey,  Caroline  M.;  Streatham 


Lefebvre,  Ida  Mary :  Havant 
Scrace,  Adelaide  ivi.;  Chatham 
Sherwin,  George  W.;  W.  Hampstead 
Wyse,  Allan;  Llangollen 


C— Restoration  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  DrugiJists. 

Tlie  following  loersoiis  were  restored  to  the  Register  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists:  — 

Potter,  Herbert,  55,  Albert  Bridge  Road,  Battersea,  S.W. 
Whyte,  Peter,  Kmpangeni,  Zululand,  South  Africa. 

D. — Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  following  have  been  registered:  — 


Aiilin,  Paget  S.;  Trowbridge 
Atkins,  Frank;  Peokham 
Blake,  James  H.;  Walkerburn 
Duck,  Richard  W.;  CardiH 
Duncan,  Barbara  I.;  Glasgow 
Elliott,  Muriel  K.;  Coventry 
Evans,  Clifford ;  Bridgend 
Pinch,  Barbara ;  Blackheath 
Fleming,  D.  B.;  Barrow-in-Furness 
Fletcher,  Arthur  L.  W.;  Heliopolis 
Forster,  Jessie  B.  O.;  Kingstone 
Fowler,  Hilda  C;  Brighton 
Fraser,  Annie  B.;  Grantowu-on-Spey 
Fraier,  John  William  ;  Aberdeen 
Gordon,  Dorothea  G.;  Aberdeen 
Gosman,  A.  H.;  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Halden,  Isaure  M.  M.  I.;  Glasgow 
Harnier,  Georg*  Victor  :  Norwich 
HoUingwortb,  Olive  M.  E.;  Wath-on- 

Deai'ne 
James,  David  A.;  Barmouth 


Lattey,  Caroline  M. ;  Streatham 
Lesser,  Louis ;  Sheffield 
Levene,  Tobias  Jacob;  Dalston 
Lord,  Edward  Cecil;  Halifax 
McColl,  Elsie  M.;  Strathaven 
Ogden,  Frank  R.;  Oldham 
Paul,  Lilian  M.;  Inverurie 
Poplett,  Daisy  H.;  Fnrdliara 
Ridley,  Geoffrey  P.;  Ipswich 
Saul,  Louisa  Ethel :  Farusfield 
Scrace,  Adelaide  M.;  Chatham 
Shaw,  Isabella  D.;  Glasgow 
Sherwin,  G.  W.;  West  Hampstead 
Short,  Peter;  Irvine 
Smallwood,  Bertram ;  Redcar 
Stocks,  Andrew  G.;  Castle  Douglas 
Sumners,  Marianne  ;  Heckington 
Taylor,  Henry;  Bedlington 
Tootill,  Reginald  H.;  Altrincham 
Whittle,  Dorothy  M.;  Morpeth 
Wishart.  James  M,;  Perth 


Wrigley,  Kitty;  Wilpshire 

E.— Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Tvasday,  November  6,  1917. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  in  the  ohair. 
Present :— Messrs.  Bilson,  Guthrie,  Haraington,   and  Hines. 
The  Secretary  submitted  the  followina"  financial  statement :- 

Genkrax  Fund  :— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Receipts  since  the  last  meeting: — 

Penalties  and  Costs   

Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Publications 

Bank  Interest   

Subscriptions   

Registration  Fees   

Restoration  Feea  

Ground  Rent   

School  of  Pharmacy   

Pharmaceutical  Committees  .. 


t    1.  d. 

577  14  10 


£37  19  4 
24   0  10 
10   1  8 
75  12  0 
96  12  0 
110 
103   2  6 
849  13  5 
0  14 


Payments  ordered  at  the  last  meeting 

Balance        . .       . .   

Bbnsvolent  Fond  (Current  Aocoimt):  — 

Bklanoe  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting. . 

Received  since  the  last  meeting — 

Subscriptions   £2%  15  6 

Dividend    7  16  3 

Annuity  returned   25   0  0 


■    1,198  17  5 

£1,776  12  3 
.    1,632  11  10 

,     £144    0  5 


£   I.  d. 

837    7  6 


Paymenti  during  the  montfa  oidered 
•t  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 


265  11  9 
£1,102  19  3 
134  16  3 


Balance 


£968  3  0 
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B«iiEVOLENi  FuHD  (Donation  AooounI):— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Donations  rbceived  sines  the  last  Meeting 


5%  War  Loan  Bond,  1929-1947 
Balance   


OaPHAN  Fund  :— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Subscriptions  received  since  the  last  Meeting 


£  8. 

d. 

£931  18 

7 

505  5 

0 

£1,437  3 

7 

500  0 

0 

£937  3 

7 

£  B. 

d. 

£125  2 

7 

0  18 

6 

£126  1 

1 

Tho  payment  of  certain  accounts  amounting  to  £1,016 3s.  lOd. 
was  authorised. 

F.— Report  of  Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Tuesday,  November  6,  1917. 
Mr.  F.  E.  BiLSON  in  the  ohair. 
Present  : —Messrs.  F.  J.  Gibsoji,  W.  H.  Gibson,  Jenkin, 

iNcathorcoat.  and  Parry. 
The  report  of  this  Committee  included  the  recommendation  of 
grants  to  the  amount  of  £87  10s.  in  the  following  cases:  — 

Widow  of  a  i>egistored  chemist  and  druggist  and  sub- 
scriber to  tho  Fund.    72.    Ledbury.    Had  previous  grant. 

Widow  of  la  regiisitered  cliemisft  aJicl  druggist.    82.  Hilling- 
don  Heath.    Had  previous  grants. 
Life  member.    80.    Honor  Oak.    Had  previous  grants. 
Widow  of  a  niembpr  and  subscriber  to  tho  Fund.  82. 
Groombridgo.     Had  previous  grants. 

Former  member  and  subscriber  to  tibo  Fiund.  77.  Poii- 
tybodkin.  ilad  previous  grants. 
The  Committee  considered  a  letter  from  the  Blinded  Sol- 
diers' and  Sailors'  Care  Committee  (remitted  from  the 
Council)  asking  the  assistance  of  the  Society  in  interesting 
the  trade,  wlidlesale  and  .retail,  in  the  Blinded  Soldiers' 
Children  Fund. 

After  long  discussion  the  Committee  recommends  that  the 
letter  be  handed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  to  'be  deailt 
~''th  a.s  he  d€«ms  fit,  together  with  the  suggestion  that  he 
Soulft  i'ltimate  his  willingness  to  receive  awbscriptions  for  tho 
Fund. 

G.— Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

Tuesday,  November  6,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Present :— Messrs.  Currie,  Parry,  and  Skinner. 
1  The  miinutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  oon.firmcd. 

2.  The  School  Staff  attended  and  reported  uipon  the  progress 
of  the  various  classes  in  the  School. 

The  Dean  reported  that  the  number  of  entries  was  so  largo 
Q3  to  necessitate  dividing  the  dlasses  into  tmy.  and  in  conse- 
quence it  had  been  necessary  to  engage  anotlhor  girl  to  wash  up 
and  generally  assist.  He  had  seoured  a  suitable  girl  at  12s.  a 
weeik.  The  Committee  approved  of  the  action  wiwoh  bad  been 
T«,ken  by  the  Dean  in  consultation  with  the  Secretary  and  also 
aa  to  the  amount  of  wages  paid. 

On  the  report  of  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  the  Committee 
recommends  that  the  senior  La  bora  ton'  assistaiit  be  granted  am 
increase  of  2s.  6d.  a.  week  and  the  junior  assistant  an  increase 
of  Is.  6d.  a  week. 

3.  The  Committee  considered  an  aiii-'ldoation  for  the  transfer 
of  the  initorest  of  one  of  tiie  two  lessees  of  the  Society's  pro- 
perty, Nos.  5,  6,  and  7^  Paddingtoii  Green,  to  the  reinaaning 
lessee.  The  oxecutor.s  of  the  deceased  lessee  were  anxious  to 
efifeot  the  transfer  if  the  Society  gave  its  consent,  ajidtheConi- 
raitt-ee,  afteir  considerajtion  of  the  cifroumstiancos,  recomimends 
riiia-t  the  neoessairy  consent  bo  accorded. 

4.  An  account  for  £82  5s.  lOd.  in  res.pect  of  work  done  in 
repairs  and  renova-tions  to  the  Society's  premises  diuring  tho 
r>ast  four  months,  including  the  mnual  cleaning,  was  con- 
sidered, approved,  and  passed  to  tho  Finance  Committee  for 
payment. 

5.  The  President  explained  that  tho  Course  in  Practical 
Micro-fbiology,  which  had  been  announced,  h&d  not  (been  com- 
menced owing  to  the  facft.  that  the  entries  were  comparatively 
few  and  also  to  difficulties  arising  in  the  furni.shing  of  cert.ain 
equipment.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the  facts  be  re- 
ported to  the  Councal.  and  that  the  School  Staff  be  requested  to 
roport  to  the  Committee  at  its  next  meeting  on  the  possibility 
of  utilising  the  praeticaJl  lalwratori-  for  micro-'biologioal  teach- 
ing in  connection  w^th  the  School  Course. 

3.  The  following  rei.'orts  were  received  from  tho  Librarian 
owd  Otiratorr:  — 


Rf.i'Out  ok  the  Likkarian. 
Aftendajice  tn  the  Library. 

Total.  Highest.  Lowest.  Averace-- 
London  Library,  Sept.  15—30    85       13         2  7 

Circitlation  of  Books. 

Carriags 

Total.    Town.  Country.  Paid. 
London  Library,  Sept.  15—30  . .       76        37  39        12a.  3d. 

Edinburgh  Library,  August   283       155        128  es.  8d. 

September    293       189         104  5a.  Bd. 

Donations  to  the  Library  in  London, 
University  College,  London,  Calendar  1917-18;  University  of 
Edinburgh,  Calendar  1917-18;  Univcrsitv  of  Durham  College  of 
Med  icino,  Cal(?iidaT,  1917-18,  two  copies;  Royal  Cbllege  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  Calendar  1917 ;  Union  o^  South  Africa, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Report  and  Appendices  for  the  year 
t'nded  March  31,  1916 ;  Victoria  University  of  Manchester, 
Calendar  1917-18;  University  of  Aberdeen,  "Calotidar  1917-18; 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hanbury,  Chinese  Materia  Medica,  in  twenty  parts, 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  Churchill,  of  Shanghai. 

Purchase  of  Books. 
The  Committee  rocommends  that  tli©  unidiermenitioned  work 
be  purcliasn^l  for  the  Libraries  in  London  amd  Eldinburgflh  : 
^iuir  and  Ritchie,  '  Mianual  of  Bacteriology,'  latest  edition. 

Repokt  of  the  Cubatoe. 
Attendance  in  the  Museum. 

Total.       Highest.      Lowest.  Average,. 
  81  19  1  6 


Sept.  15—30 


H.— Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee.. 

Tuesday,  November  6,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmxjnd  White,  I'resident,  in  the  chair. 
Pi'psnnt: — Messns.  Bilson,  Currie,  Dea.kin,  F.  J.  Gibson,  GH- 
ford,  Guthrie,  Hagon,  Harrington,  Hines,  Jenkin,  Neather- 
coat,  Parrj',  Rowisell,  Sargeant,  Skinmer,  and  Young. 

1.  The  mittute-s  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  canfirmed. 

2.  The  reix>rt  of  the  Local  A.ssooiations  Executive  Oom- 
mittoo  was  submitted  and  thoroughly  discnissod.  It  was  eTen- 
tually  received,  adapted,  and  rccominentled  foi-  a.cceptance  by 
the  Council.  .        ,  -. 

3.  The  Su;b-Comimittee  charged  witJi  tiie  selection  of  snat- 
a/ble  persons  for  appointment  on  tho  Board  of  ExaminerB  fo«r 
England  and  Wales  reported  as  follows:  — 

Tihe  Sub^Conimittee  had  met  and  considered  yarioua- 
na'ines  which  had  been  suggested  in  oonneotion  with  the- 
ai^ipointment  of  the  Board  of  Exaniinere  for  1918.  The- 
members  of  tho  Board  who  are  ineligiWo  for  reappoint- 
ment aire  Messrs.  Gamble.  Kluge,  ajid  Shepheard.  The- 
Sub-Committee  reroninicnds  the  appointment  of  tho  follow- 
ing as  memlbers  of  the  Board  of  Esaminets  for  Englandi 
and  Wales  for  the  ensuing  year:  — 

Allen,  Charles  Trounson;  London     Gulliver,  W.  Fred ;  London 
Farr,  E.  H.;  Uckfield  Hampshire,  Charles  H.:  London. 

Fritsch,  Felix  E.;  London  Jackson,  Sir  Herbert;  London 

Grier,  James ;  Manchester  Melhuish,  Andrew  R.;  London. 

Wilson,  Harry ;  Southampton 

4.  The  President  reported  that  an  infoiinal  ooniorcnce  witti- 
reprasonta.tives  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  on  the  subject 
of  the  use  of  tihe  title  "  oliemist "  had  been  held,  and  tha* 
he  and  the  Vice-President  had  made  clear  the  essential  difl&- 
tiultios  in  the  way  of  distui-bing  the  pres^nit  law  an  the  sulbjeot,. 
apart  from  tho  difEdulties  attaching  to  all  legislative  aitempte. 
The  information  which  he  and  the  Vice-President  had  been, 
able  to  give  at  the  ConfiM  cnce  had,  hie  was  aarured,  materiaEy 
modifi^  the  views  of  the  Institute  representatives,  and  for- 
tho  present  there  was  no  desire  on  tlio  part  of  the  Instituto- 
to  press  the  question  w4iich  had  been  raised.  Tlie  President 
alluded  to  tho  fact  that  a  nioetiiiig  was  to  be  held  in  Man- 
chester under  the  auspices  of  a  proposcxl  Association  of 
ProfesiiiionaJ  Chemists,  and  the  Committee  expressed  vttB 
desire  that  tho  President  should,  if  ]X)SHible,  attend  that  meet- 
ing. The  Committee  cordially  endorsed  the  action  of  the. 
President  and  Vice-Pireeidient.  . 

5.  Mr.  .Tonkin,  as  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee for  considering  the  status  of  pharmaoistB  in  the  Army, 
formally  reported  on  tho  proceedingis  of  tho  Joint  Comnutte« 
a.rbd  detailed  tho  steps  wliioh  were  being  taken  to  secure  com- 
sideration  for  the  proposals  wihich  the  Society's  representative* 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  urgo  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
authorities.  The  Army  Medical  Department  repreeentfttivea. 
were  most  sym|iathetir  and  cordial  in  their  attitude. 

6.  The  President  reported  that  the  Addendum  to  tii« 
British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  had  now  hcan  completed  aad 
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waa  ready  for  is»ie,  suibjeot  only  to  tlie  notification  of  approval 
by  th«  Commissioners.  He  was  given  to  underst.ajid  that  that 
approvaj  would  be  forthcoming  in  a  few  houffs. 

7.  Mr.  Hines,  in  accordance  with  his  notice,  moved:  — 

"That    Pharmaceutioal    Committees    (N.H.I.)    be  in- 
airucted  to  insist  on  control  being  resumed  by  the  indi- 
viduaJ    oonitraotor    (or    firm)    over  his  or  their  priced 
paeBoriptions,  in  accordance  with  the  regrda-tions." 
A  long  dascussiion  etnsued,  and  on  being  put  to  the  vote  the 
motion  wae  declared  lost.    It  was  agreed,  however,  that  the 
matter  should  be  brought  up  again  next  month  in  a  modified 
form. 

8.  The  Committee  recommends  tha.t  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  in  January  be  postponed  until  Wednesday,  January  9. 

Addendtiu. 
Local  Associations  Executive  Committee. 
Tuesday,  November  6,  1917. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathebcoat  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 
Present: — Messrs.    Deakin,   Gibson,    Gifford,    Goode,  Jenkin, 
Joseph,  Bidyard,  Sargeant,  and  Waring. 

1.  Tb«  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  October  2  and  12  were  con- 
firmed. 

2.  The  Vice-President  reported  on  the  deputation  to  the  Com- 
miseioners  regarding  the  Tariff  proposals  for  1918.  It  was  decided 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  consult  the  Conference  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  District  Meetings  before  any  further  action 
could  be  taken.  The  Conference  was  fixed  for  November  It  at 
3  p.m.  It  was  arranged  that  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Ccnnqiittee  should  endeavour  to  be  present. 

3.  The  Committee  received  an  analysis  of  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Cliib. 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  regarding  his  memoran- 
dum on  the  reorganisation  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
Committee,  he  proposed  to  give  evidence  before  the  Organisa- 
tion Committee  at  the  next  meeting  and  to  submit  the  scheme 
which  he  had  circulated  to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. He  furthermore  asked  them  to  postpone  their  decision 
regarding  the  scheme. 
5.  C orregponilence :  — 

(1)  From  the  Gloucester  Chemists"  Association,  expressing 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  L.A.E.,  and  sup- 
porting the  proposed  term<  foi  1918. 

(2)  From  the  Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association,  con- 

veying the  support  of  their  Association,  and  deprecating 
any  outside  interference  with  the  Society  regarding  the 
negotiations  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners. 

(3)  From  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Conamittee,  express- 
ing confidence  in  the  L.A.E.  and  the  Tariff  Proposals  for 
1918. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Gloucester  and 
Nottingham  Associations  and  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  thanking  them  for  their  expression  of  confidence  and 
support. 

(4)  Prom  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association,  regarding 

the  supply  of  infants'  foods  through  mothers'  aid  societies. 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  the  reply  to  the  Sunder- 
land Association. 

(5)  From  the  North  British  Branch,  regarding  the  proposed  ex- 

tension of  medical  attendance  and  treatment,  including 
drugs  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  soldiers. 
This  was  received. 

(6)  From  the  ■South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Pharmacists' 

Local  Associations  Federation,  regarding  the  publication 
of  a  list  of  those  things  which  are  handled  generally  by 
chemists  upon  which  prohibition  or  restrictions  have  been 
placed  by  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  or  the  Food  Controller. 
It  was  decided  that  it  was  advisable  that  The  Pharmaceutical 
Journal  should  publish  such  a  list,  and  that  the  South  Wales  and 
Momnouthsh iro  Feflcration  be  informed  of  the  action  taken. 


PRACTICAL  NOTE. 

Grease  Pencils. 

The  following  formulje  are  suitable  for  the  production  of 
pencili  for  marking  the  skin  for  surgical  purposes,  especially  in 
radioscopy.  The  suet  and  hard  paraffin  used  should  be  of  a 
melting  point  of  48°-50°  C.  For  a  black  pencil : — Lamp  black, 
1'6;  suet,  4  0;  harr^  paraffin,  6"0.  Bltut :  (1)  Prussian  blue  in 
very  fine  powder,  '  ,  suet,  2 ;  hard  paraffin,  5.  (2)  Ultramarine, 
7;  guet,  4;  hard  paraffin,  6.  (3)  Indigo,  6;  suet,  4;  hard  paraflSn, 
6.  (4)  Methylene  blue,  15 ;  suet,  4 ;  hard  paraflBn,  6.  Red  : 
The  same  quantities  of  vehicle  are  used  with  carmine  (No.  40), 
6;  vermilion,  20;  cinnabar,  20;  eosine  (aqueous),  15.  When 
vermilion  is  used,  the  suet  and  paraffin  must  be  saturated  with 
eosiae. — Richard  (Journ.  de  Phar.  et  de  Chirn.,  through  Prac- 
iUumer,  June,  1917,  535). 


NEW  BOOKS  AND  EDITIONS. 

'  Pharmacy  and  the  Public  Services..  Pcogrcasive  Fbairmac^ 
Club,  1917.'  Price  2b.  6d.  poet  £cee. 
This  pamphlet,  which  is  the  second  of  a  pro8i>ective  series  of 
twelve  on  problems  affecting  pharmacy  to  .be  issued  by  the  • 
Club,  is  a  well-written  account,  replete  with  well-digested  subject- 
matter  on  the  present  position  of  pharmacists  in  the  Anny, 
Navy,  and  Voluntary  institutions,  including  county  asylums,  tbe^ 
Poor-law  service,  the  Prisons  service,  and  provident  and  other 
dispensaries.  The  section  on  the  Army  contains  instructive 
extracts  irom  or  abstracts  of  a  numlber  of  commu- 
nications received  in  neaponse  to  inqiiiries  by  the  OkiJ>, 
which  record  tihe  experiences  and  suggestions  of  pilw- 
maoista  on  active  service,  and  prove  to  demonstration  the. 
clamant  need  for  the  introduction  of  an  Army  Pharmacoutical 
Corps.  The  constructive  programme  sketched  in  the  pamphlet 
is  \yell  considered  and  thoroughly  practical.  It  includes  a 
detailed  scheme,  illustrated  by  a  diagram,  for  an  Army  Phar- 
ceutical  Service,  and  a  series  of  sound  suggestions  for  the 
adequate  recognition,  utilisation,  ajid  remuneration  of  the 
pharmacist  in  all  voluntary  institutions,  and  closes  with  a  plea 
for  progressive  education  in  pharmacy  to  fit  the  pharmacist  for 
changing  conditions  in  pharmaceutical  and  medical  practice,  and 
an  appeal  which  should  not  go  unlieeded,  to  pharmacists  to 
support  by  agitation  and  every  available  means  of  propaganda 
their  brethren  in  the  public  services.  We  heartUy  commend  the 
pamphlet  to  all  interested  in  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats. 

■  Sketch  Portraiture.'  By  J.  Spenoee  Adamson.  Pp.  27. 
Price  7d.  net.  London:  Henry  Greenwood  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
1917. 

To  those  photographers  who  would  achieve  a  good  working 
acquaintance  with  sketch  photography,  this  little  manual  should; 
prove  invaluable.  It  is  thoroughly  practical  from  start  to  finish. 
This  style  of  photography  affords  much  scope  for  individual, 
and  artistic  treatment  for  which  good  prices  are  obtainable. 
Some  of  the  headings  are:  A  Clear  White  Ground;  Hints 
on  Costume;  Doctoring  the  Negative;  A  Red  Chalk  Tone  on  a 
Buff  Base;  Modifying  the  Prints;  Bevelling;  Aerograph 
Colours;  Clouding;  The  Pictorial  Sketch.  A  number  of 
diagrams  illustrate  the  teist. 


'  Annual  Chemical  Directory  of  the  United  States.'  Editor, 
B.  F.  Lovelace.  Pp.  305.  Price,  5  dollars,  post  paid. 
Baltimore,  U.S.A. :  Williams  and  Wilkins  Company. 
This  is  the  first  issue  of  this  compilation.  The  information  it 
contains  is  drawn  directly  from  authoritative  sources,  and  the- 
result  is  a  work  which  is  probably  more  comprehensive  and 
accurate  than  any  other  publication  of  its  kind.  The  twelve 
chapters  deal  respectively  with  (1)  American  manufacturers  of 
chemicals  and  dealers  in  chemicals;  (2)  Dealers  in  api>aratu3  and 
equipment;  (3)  Professional  chemical  firms — consulting,  analj^i- 
cal,  chemical  engineers ;  (4)  Laboratories — municipal.  State,  in- 
dustrial, professional ;  (5)  Colleges  offering  courses  in  chemistry ; 
(6)  Experiment  stations ;  (7)  Federal  and  State  officials  of 
dairying,  foods,  drugs,  health,  and  feeding  stuffs ;  (8)  Technical 
and  scientific  societies — American  and  foreign ;  (9)  Chemical 
publications — American  and  foreign;  (10)  Chemical  survey  of 
1916 :  (11)  New  devices,  methods,  and  appliances  for  handling 
chemical  problems;  (12)  Advertisers.  The  1918  edition  will  be 
even  more  comprehensive. 


'  A  Laboratory  Manual  of  Organic  Chemistry  for  Medical 
Students.'  By  Matthew  Steel,  Ph.D.  First  edition. 
Pp.  viii.,  193.  Price,  6s.  net.  London  :  Chapman  and  Ball. 
Ltd.  1916. 

The  contents  of  this  book  are  as  follows: — ^(1)  Qualitative 
Analysis  of  Organic  Compounds ;  (2)  Purification  of  Organic  Sub- 
stances; (3)  The  Aliphatic  Hydrocarbons;  (4)  Halogen  Deriva' 
tives  of  the  Hydrocarbons;  (5)  Alcohols;  (6)  Ethers;  (7)  Alde- 
•hydes  and  Ketones;  (8)  Fatty  Acids;  (9)  Acid  Chlorides,  Acid 
Anhydrides,  Esters  and  Mercaptons;  (10)  Amines,  Amides,  and' 
Cyanogen  Compounds;  (11)  Lipins:  (12)  Carbohydrates  and 
Glucosides  (13)  Monobasic  Unsaturated  Acids;  (14)  Carbocyclic 
Compounds ;  (15)  .Heterocyclic  Compounds ;  (16)  Vegetable 
Alkaloids ;  (17)  Proteins.  Appendices  contain  various  tablee — 
atomic  weights;  specific  gravity  and  percentage  of  alcohol; 
freezing  mixtures  of  powdered  ice  and  various  salts;  reagents, 
and  solutions ;  and  a  good  index. 


'The  Medical  Register,   1917.'     Pp.  Ixxxi.  -f  1,201.  Price 
lOs.  6d.    London :  For  the  General  Medical  Council — Coa- 
stablo  and  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  number  of  pages  in  this  issue  is  slightly  in  excess  of  fte 
previous  issue, 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAI^  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 

ISeeretariei  of  Pharmacautical  Ataodaiioni  are  requested  to  send  brief  reports  oj  meetings  for  pubUeation, 
»o  aa  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later   than  the   Wednesday  immediauty  following  the  date  of  tMeting.] 


BLACKPOOL.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Blackpool  and 
Fyld©  Pharmacists'  Association  was  .held  on  November  2,  at  the 
Palatine  Hotel,  the  Peesident,  Mr.  J.  Laurie,  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Draper,  manager  for  Mi-.  Needham,  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Association.  An  apptal  for  subscriptions  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Fund  was  read,  and  the  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer  were  appointed  to  collect  subscriptions,  which  were 
promised  by  all  the  members  present.  A  long  discussion  took 
place  on  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Venereal  Disease  Act 
on  pharmacists  in  a  non-soheduled  area.  A  vote  of  sympathy 
was  passed  to  Mr.  H.  1^.  Withers,  whose  son  has  lost  an  arm  in 
the  recent  fighting  on  the  Western  Front,  and  the  Secretary 
•was  instructed  to  convey  it  to  him  by  letter. 

CARDIFF.— A  general  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical 
Association  was  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel  on  Noveniber  1,  Mr. 
W.  H.  FuENlVALL,  the  President,  in  the  chair.— Mr.  A 
HaGON,  as  a  delegate,  reported  upon  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Pharmacists'  Federation.— 
Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  J. P.,  strongly  supported  the  appeal  for 
generous  Kubscriptions  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund.  In  course 
of  time  they  would  be  repaid  by  efficient  and  valuable  work  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  behalf  of  pharmacy  and  pharmacists. 
The  Cardiff  Chamber  of  Trade  wrote  asking  for  the  signatures 
of  pharmacists  to  a  local  petition  in  favour  of  instituting  a 
local  closing  order  for  all  shops  within  the  City  boundary  (other 
than  shops  exempted  in  the  Third  Schedule  of  the  Shops  .let. 
1912),  closing  hours,  7  p.m.,  except  Wednesdays,  1  p.m.,  and 
Saturdays,  9  p.m. — A  tliscussion  on  the  subject  followed,  in 
which  the  President  and  Messrs.  Hagon,  Jabez  A.  Jones,  and 
Led  Joseph  took  part.  It  was  agreed  to  assent  to  the  proposal. 
The  incidence  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Act  was  discussed,  with 
the  view  of  indicating  Tilaiiily  the  position  of  pharmacists  in 
the  matter,  Cardiff  being  a  scheduled  area.  Members  also 
spoke  of  the  continually  new  Orders  being  issued  restricting  the 
sale  of  manv  pharmaceutical  articles,  and  agreed  that  the  L.A.E. 
should  keep  a  register  of  these  that  might  be  issued,  as  a 
summary,  at  necessary  intervals  of  time. 

DEWSBURY.— The  opening  meeting  of  the  De'-.-sbiu-y  a-d 
District  Fliai-macifts'  A?soolation  was  liold  on  October  19, 
with  Mr.  W,  Blakeley,  President,  in  the  ohair.  —The 
President,  m  the  course  of  his  inaugural  address,  contrasted 
the  position  of  the  chemist  of  long  ago  with  the  present,  and 
pointed  out  that  miany  "side  lines"  were  being  di-oppcd.  The 
advent  of  the  Insurance  Act  had  given  the  pharmacist  more 
of  his  proper  wori;,  and  although  tlioy  had  not  yet  got  all 
the  remuneration  they  earned  and  desired,  the  Act  had  helped 
ph.armacy  to  come  into  its  own.  In  the  future  the  smart  man 
with  the  clean,  well-fitted  shop  was  going  to  count,  and  the 
one  who  knew  his  jdb  could  be  of  real  service  to  the  public 
and  the  medical  profession.  To  get  on,  every  trade  or  pro- 
fession miist  be  organised.  "  The  Pha.rmaceutical  Society," 
'he  said,  "  is  our  organisation,  and  was  founded  not  only  for 
the  protection  of  the  public,  but  for  tbe  better  regulating  of 
pharmacy,  and  I  stiil  think  that  if  every  pharmacist  was  a. 
member  of  the  Society  we  should  be  better  off  and  get  more 
(.,,!,<;;. |.,,-'Ho-'  fvf^-n  the  po"-ors  that  be.  All  Local  .Associations 
should  be  linked  up,  and  each  Association  should  send  oih 
representative  to  the  Council.  I  do  not  see  why  the  Ohemists' 
Defence  should  not  be  a  department  of  the  Society,  and  evert 
chemist  bo  a  compulsory  member.  Otherwise,  let  him  bo 
reffarded  as  outside  the  pale  of  pharmaceutical  civilisation." 
— Tn  the  discussion  which  followed  Messrs.  R.  Day.  Pick-ARd 
BBOADHKAn,  and  Barker  took  active  parts. — Mr.  PickaeI) 
then  presented,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
a  cheque  to  Mr.  R.  Day,  in  recognition  and  appreciation  of 
his  servicoB  as  Seoretary  of  the  A.ssociation.  i\Ir.  Dav,  he 
said,  had  now  had  to  leave  the  district,  but  he  had  left  his 
ma.rk  upon  that  organisation.  They  wished  Mr.  Day  every 
«uoces6  in  his  new  sphere  of  activities  at  Daisterdyke. — Mr. 
Day  suitably  acknowledged  the  gift. 


EXETF.R. — Mr.  Krt  Lemmok  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Exeter  and  Di.strict  Pharmaceutical  Association  on  October  26. 
and  rervorted  that  Mr.  F.  W.  Vinden  (the  Hon.  Secretary)  and 
he  had  met  with  so  many  discouragements  that  they  had  aban- 
doned for  the  present  the  effort  to  arrange  for  a  general  dinner 
hour  closing  of  chemists'  shops  in  the  city. — At  the  request  oi 


the  Chairman,  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  explained  the  law  affecting 
the  sale  of  remedies  for  venereal  diseases,  which  came  int<3 
operation  on  November  1. — In  response  to  a  letter  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  reference  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Parliamentai'y  [Fund  it  was  agreed  to  support  tijc 
fund. — The  Ch.airm.an  and  other  members  questioned  tlic  advan- 
tage of  Parliamentary  representation,  but  Mr.  1U)WSELl  pointed 
out  that  chemists  might  have  been  worse  off  under  the  Venereal 
Disease  measure  but  for  the  action  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones. — A  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  Hon.  Secretary  Devon  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  asldng  Local  Associations  to  obtain  from 

11  chemists  in  their  districts  a  subscription  of  2s.  6d.  per  head 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Devon  Association,  and  that  in 
futme  the  Local  Associations  should  buy  from  the  County  Asso- 
ciation Secretary  and  distribute  among  their  members  tbf 
minimum  retail  price  lists;  or,  alternatively,  that  chemists  should 
subscribe  5s.  per  head  to  the  Association  and  receive  the  price- 

sts  from  the  County  Secretary.  It  was  decided  to  endeavour 
to  get  each  chemist  to  adopt  the  first  proposal. 

GLOUCESTER.— The  October  meeting  of  the  Gloucester 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  the 
President,  Mr.  H.  R.  Broad,  in  the  chair.  A  discussion  took 
jdace  on  the  difficulties  of  supplying  methylated  spirit  to  the 
l)ublic.  A  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Conference  at  Bristol,  and  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  accepting  the  proposed  terms  and  expressing 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Local  Association's  Executiivo 
Committee.  A  programme  for  the  winter  session  was  adopted. 
— Dr.  A.  Alcock  then  gave  a  most  interesting  and  highly  in- 
structive address  on  "  Venereal  Disease." 

HUDDERSFIELD.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Huddersfleld 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  October  30,  at 
tiie  Cherry  Tree  Hotel,  Mr.  Vincent  Sh.\w  (President)  in  the 
chair.— The  annual  report  read  by  Mr.  ,J.  Cooper  (Hon.  Sec.) 
reviewed  the  work  of  the  year,  and  submitted  the  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  a  small  surplus  in  hand.  Mr.  V.  Shaw  was  re- 
elected President,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : — 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Walshaw,  Russell,  Marsden,  Spurr.  and 
Stephens;  Hon.  Sees..  Mr.  .1.  Cooper  (general)  and  Mr.  Picker- 
ing (Pharmaceutical  Committee) ;  Representatives  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Trade,  the  President  and  General  Secretary;  Representa- 
tive to  the  Yorkshire  Federation,  the  President. — The 
Seoretart,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Walshaw,  said  that  arrangements 
had  been  made  to  .hold  future  meeting's  of  the  Association  at 
the  rooms  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade,  Kirkgatc  Buildings. — Mr. 
W.ALSHAW  stated  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamber 
would  be  held  on  November  19.  and  as  the  Association  was  now 
affiliated  with  the  Chamber,  be  would  like  to  see  as  many 
members  present  as  possible. — Mr.  Pickering  read  a  letter  irom 
the  Society  in  reply  to  complaints  with  regard  to  the  prices  of 
bandages  and  dressings  during  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  in  reference  to  sanatorium  Vx-nefit  prescriptions.  J  he 
explanations  were  considered  satisfactory.  A  further  letter 
relating  to  the  checking  and  pricing  of  prescriptions  was  also 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

LONDON  COUNTY.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  London 
County  Phai-maceuitioal  Association  was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbuiy 
Square,  on  Novomiber  1.  The  President,  Mr.  A.  R.  Mclhuish. 
occupied  the  chair,  and  wias  supported  by  members  of  the 
County  Executive.  .\po!og-i<-s  for  absence  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Munison.  Procter,  Skinner,  and  Brecse.— In  his  openinsr 
remarks,  the  President  touched  upon  the  following  subjects: 
Coca.ine  regulations,  Venereal  Disease  Act.  glycerin  and  syrup 
sulnsititutes.  pharmiac.i.st.s  in  the  V.T.C..  Joint  Ad^•^sory  Com- 
niitteo  and  Military  Service.  Early  Closing  and  a  rota  system. 
In  dealing  with  these  subjects,  Mr.  Melhuish  referred  to  tho 
need  for  tho  most  careful  olisorvance  of  all  legulations  concern- 
ing the  sale  of  cocaine.  He  pointed  out  that  the  full  effect  of  tho 
Venereal  Disca.»e  Act  came  into  operation  tliat  day  (November 
1)  in  the  presoi  ibed  areas  of  Londlon,  Middlesex,  Essex,  Surrey, 
Kent,  and  West  Ham,  arul  warned  members  regarding  certain 
preparation.s  wliiich  are  now  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Act.  He  empha.si.sed  that  there  must  be  no  advertising,  no 
advice  given,  and  no  treatment,  and  urged  that  stocks  ehould 
be  examined  in  order  to  see  that  there  are  no  recommendation.9 
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on  tlie  labels  aiul  wrapi^ers.  Discussing  the  questiou  of  glycerin 
and  sugar,  ho  lointecl  out  that  for  the  preparations  containing 
glycerin  and  syrup,  deleted  from  the  British  Pharma- 
cojxeia,  alternative  formulas  were  printed  in  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex  Addendum,  which  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  ijrintors,  and  he  believed  that  the  preparation  Mist. 
Trag.  Chlorof.  recommended  by  their  Executive  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  was  also  included.  Mr.  Melhuish  said  ho 
could  not  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  referring  to  the 
excellent  work  done  cy  pharmacists  in  the  V.T.C.  He  con- 
gratulated Captain  E.  A.  Atkins  and  Lieut.  A.  H.  Jenkin, 
both  members  of  the  County  Executive.  He  then  referred  to 
the  difficult  and  arduous  work  carried  out  by  the  Joint 
Adviso'y  Committee  m  dealing  with  the  cases  of  chemists 
under  the  Military  Service  Acts,  and  in  this  connection  made 
special  mention  of  the  duties  and  activities  of  the  Secretary. 
The  Presi<lent  mentioned  that  the  proprietorship  of  the 
Script  was  now  vested  in  a  limited  company,  and  that  the 
Covmty  Executive  no  longer  received  reports  relative  thereto. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Melhuish  referred  to  earlier  clos- 
ing and  a  suggested  rota  system,  and  emphasised  the 
importance  of  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the 
District  Associations,  as  there  were  likely  to  Le  many 
ciianges  in  the  near  future  which  would  I'equire 
united  action  in  defence  of  pha.rmaoy. — A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Jenkin  (the  retiring  President)  was 
moved  from  the  Chair,  seconded  by  !Mr.  Ke.4LL,  and  carried 
with  acclamation. — Mr.  Jexkin  briefly  and  suitably  replied. — 
The  adoption  of  the  annual  report  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Jenkin,  who  emphasised  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  County 
Executive  and  amplified  certain  items  in  the  report. — Mr. 
Babratt  in  seconding,  commended  the  Executive  for  their 
H"ork  during  the  pa^st  year,  and  suggested  that  District 
Associations  should  submit  naanes  of  candidates  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  election  to  the  County  Executive  for  their 
consideration. — Among  those  who  took  part  in  the  discussion 
which  followed  were  Slessrs.  Greatres,  Er.WELL,  and  Widgeby. 
— After  replies  had  been  given  to  the  questions  raised,  the 
report  wa.s  adopted.- — The  Pbesident  then  called  upon  Mr. 
EDiirxD  White,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to 
address  the  meeting  on  "  T>ie  Present  Position,  oi  Pharmacy." 
Mr.  White  thought  that  the  title  chosen  for  hie  remarks 
was  very  comprehensive,  and  said  that  pharmacy  was 
naseing      through      troublous      times,      but      his  watch- 

■  ord  was  "  conciliation."  He  reminded  the  meeting  that 
a  Organisation  Sub-Committee  had  been  set  up  to  hear 
videnoe  from  all  quaiters  as  to  any  alterations  necessary  for 

•;ie  improvement  of  the  Society's  organisation.    He  admitted 
lat  the  constitution  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  was 
'•<>t  perfect,   and  said  that  this  might  be  a  subject  for  con- 
-ideration  and   reconstruc-tion.    He  cited   the  work  done  in 
mnection    with   military   service   through    the  Pharmaceu- 
'■^al  Committees  as  proof  that  in  many  respects  the  present 
1'  ""lisation  was  not  inefficient.    One  of  the  chief  points  in 
isation  was  the  speed  at  which  information   could  be 
—  1  on  from  the  central  authority  to  individual  members. 
"^  itii  regard  to  examinations,   he  said  that  they   should  be 
litable  to  the   present  conditions,  and    not    prohibitive  to 
^*uths  by  th«  enforcement  of  a  curriculum  of  a  needlessly 
'  igh  standard.     Every  advantage,  however,  should  be  taken 
V  pupils  of  attending  local  .secondary  schools  and  obtaining 
i/^finite  training  at  these  and   such  other  technical  institu- 
lons.      He  was  convinced  that  a  preliminaiy  examination 
■.va.»!  necf-ssary  for  pharmaceutical  studente.  but   he  was  not 
in  favour  of  an  assistants'  examination.    One  of  the  reasons 
why  he  was  opposed  to  this  examination  was  that  it  involveil 
•'^le  waiving  of  a  preliminary  examination:   further,   that  a 

■  an  might  come  up  for  an  assistants'  examination  and  find 
■mself  unable  to  continue  his  studies  for  full  qualification, 
iU3  adding  to  the  list  of  partially  qualified  persons.     A  dis- 

'  net  advance  had  been  made  in  regard   to    the    position  of 
tiarrnacists  in  the  .Armv  in  that  a  special  Sub-Committee  of 
'TO   i^ocietv  had  been  able  to  discuss  the  matter  direct  with 
le  Army  authorities  concernc<l,     Mr.  White  intimated  that 
■1^  Codex  Committ<>e  had  produced  an  Addendum   to  the 
''.rit'sh  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  which  would  be  very  useful 
'   -  miats,  a.?  it  was  anticipate<-l  that  it  would  be  accepted  as 
resumptive  standard   for  alternative    preparations  suf- 
!    as    .substitutes  for   those  removed  from  the  Briti.'h 
lacopoeia.    With  regard  to  the  question  recently  raised 
ning  the  use  of  the  title  "  chemist,"  Mr.  White  stated 
he  "  chemist  "  recrjgnised  by  law  was  the  pharmacist,  and 
til-  if-rvices  were  primarily  required  for  the  protection  of  the 
r'li'vlic.    So  long  as  twhnical  chemists  did  not  keep  open  shop 
for  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  drugerist,  the 
Society  did  not  interfere  with  their  use  of  the  title  "  chemist."' 
The  title  "  chemist  "  was  underntood  by  the  public  tp  mean  a  . 
■^lamist  in  husinees  engaged  in  the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  dis- 


pensing of  medicines.  Therefore,  they  might  rely  upon  the 
Council  maintaining  their  right  under  all  circumstances  and 
conditions.  He  also  stated  that  in  connection  with  tho  proposed 
Ministry  of  Health,  tho  Pharmaceutical  Council  were  fully 
aiive  to  the  possibilities,  and  steps  would  bo  taken  to  see 
that  vharimacy  was  adequately  represented.  During  tho  dis- 
cussion which  ensued  several  nioinbers  took  part,  including 
Messrs.  Davidson,  Philliph,  Bakkatt,  and  Edwards. — lle- 
plying  to  the  questions  raised,  M'r.  White  said  he  speci- 
fically avoided  the  question  r.ai,sed  by  Mr.  Barratt  regarding 
the  Progre.ssive  Pharmacy  Club,  and  that  what  Mr.  Barratt 
had  already  said  was  sufficient.  He,  personally,  desired  to 
say  no,  more  about  it,  and  hoped  that  the  craft  as  a  whole 
would  stand  united  in  purpos^e. — A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  with  acclamation  to  Mr.  White  for  his  excel- 
lent and  comprehensive  address. — Mr.  Barnaed  then  gave  his 
report  of  the  action  taken  iby  the  London  representatives  at 
the  Conference  of  Delegates  held  recently  in  connection  with 
the  terms  for  Naitional  Health  Insurance  dispensing  for  1918. 
Having  put  their  case  and  been  defeated,  they  had  no  option 
but  loyally  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  majority.  In  his  con- 
cluding remarks  Mr.  Barnard  thought  that  better  representa- 
tion wa.s  necessary,  and  he  hoped  that  the  organisation  would 
be  readjusted  to  that  end. — Arising  out  of  the  subject  of  the 
dispensing  terms  for  1918,  the  President  (Mr.  Melhuish)  in' 
formed  the  meeting  that  if  it  were  found  necessary,  another 
mass  meeting  of  London  Panel  chemi-sts  would  be  called.  The 
meeting  concluded  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Melhuish  for  presiding,  and  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
for  the  use  of  the  Examination  Hall. 


LONDON,  W. — A  representative  meeting  of  about  twenty 
Hammersmith  pharmacists  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Western  Pharmacists'  Association  at  54,  Uxbridge  Road,  W., 
on  November  6,  Mr.  W.  Shirtlifp  in  the  chair.— The  Chair- 
man welcomed  the  President  of  the  County  Association  (Mr. 
A.  R.  Melhuish),  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  (Mr.  G.  A.  Tocher)  to  the  meeting.  Both  these 
gentlemen  gave  most  useful  information. — A  proposal  for  the 
earlier  closing  of  shops  was  negatived,  the  meeting  being 
of  the  opinion  that  closing  before  8  p.m.  was  not  possible. — ■ 
Other  items  that  were  discussed  included  closing  for  dinner- 
hour,  surplus  stock  list,  cocaine  regulations,  glycerin  and 
sugar  substitutes,  and  present  prices  of  drugs. — A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  brought  a  successful  meeting  to  a 
close. 


l^EIGATE,  REDHILL,  AND  DISTRICT.-The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Reigate,  Redhill,  and  District  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  on  Octofber  24.  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
Reigate,  Mr.  Macr.4E,^  President,  in  the  chair.— The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read,  the  Treasttrer 
presented  his  report,  showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  £8  3s. — The 
Secretary's  report,  giving  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the  year, 
was  also  received  and  adopted.  The  Association  takes  in,  with 
one  exception,  every  pharmacist  in  business  in  the  district.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — Mr. 
Elford,_  Reigate,  President;  Mr.  Fowler,  Redliill,  Secretary; 
Committee,  Messrs.  Dixon,  Macrae,  Padwick,  and  Pratt. 


WEST  BROMWICH.— On  October  30  an  able  and  instructive 
address  was  given  by  Mr,  Martin  Roberts,  M.A.,  to  the  members 
of  the  West  Bromwich  Pharmacists'  Association  on  the  subject 
of  "  Nationalism."  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Beattie, 
President, — Mr.  Robekts,  in  his  address,  traced  the  progress  of 
Nationalism  in  Europe  from  the  earliest  times  up  to  the  present 
day,  and  emphasised  the  fact  that  a  permanent  international 
peace  can  be  hoped  for  only  if  all  the  nations  subscribing  to  it 
be  free  self-governing  peoples.  The  last  bulwark  of  "  Caesarism." 
as  opposed  to  Nationalism,  in  Europe  is  the  autocratic  govern- 
ment of  Germany,  a.  stumlbling-block  now  in  process  of  being 
removed  by  the  Allies.  An  animated  discussion  followed  tho 
address,  and  .a  l:»6arty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Roberts  at  '.he  tlosc  of  the  meeting. 


WIMBLEDON. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wimbledon  and 
District  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  October  31. 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — Pre- 
sident, Mr.  F.  T.  Bowen  :  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  J.  R.  Pretty,— The 
annual  report  and  balance-sheet  were  presented  by  the 
Sechetaey,  Mr.  J.  H.  Price-Bond,  and  were  received  and 
adopted.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  retiring  President, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Doe.  and  the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Price-Bond. 
Matters  concerning  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  early 
closing  during  tho  winter  months,  and  the  prices  cf  proprietary 
articles  were  discussed. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


The  quotations  given  below  are  the  lowest  prompt  cash  pries, 
for  bulk  quantities,  to  which  other  charges  have  to  be  addeed 
It  ia  important  that  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
any  eomvarison  between  the  prices  quoted  and  those  of  the 
wkoltsale  drug  trade. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thitrsday,  Novembeb,  8,  1917. 
The  quiet  tone  whicfli  lias  been  noticeable  durijxg  the  past 
'few  'weeks  still  prevails,  and  transactions  are  confined  within 
smiaJil  dimensions.  Buying,  of  loounse,  is  steadily  going  on  to 
satisfy  the  requii'enients  oif  tlie  medical  services  of  our  own 
and  our  Allies'  aiimies,  and  Itfliis  preivents  the  market  from 
ever  reaching  thia/t  condition  of  staigaiation  wliich  was  occa- 
sionally met  with  in  times  of  peace.  Quinine  is  in  good 
inquiry,  and  prices  Jiiave  a  strong  upward  tendency  botJi  here 
and  in  New  York ;  stocks  aare  compara/tiveJy  low,  and  one 
can  only  imagdn©  what  tihe  price  would  be  were  the  market 
unrestricted.  There  is  no  relief  of  tlhe  scarcity  of  Salioin. 
Benzoic  Acid  and  iSodium  Benzoate- — the  prices  of  which  had 
been  steadily  declining— are  dearer.  An  easier  tendency  is 
noticeable  in  Acetylsalicylic  Acid.  The  market  for  heavy 
dhemicaJis  has  ibeen  ifaifly  active,  and,  generally  speaking, 
prices  are  in  favour  of  selens.  Manufacturers  of  Bleaching 
Powder  and  Caustic  Soda  are  now  pl'epal■^ed  to  entertain  con- 
tracts for  1918.  The  market  for  Shellac  has  been  active,  and 
prices  are  siuibstantiaUy  higher.  Seed  Oils  of  all  kinds  are 
!becomiing  scarcer,  and  buyers  are  glad  to  pay  the  maximum 
prices  ;  the  opinion  is  porevaleint  that  there  will  be  a  revision 
of  iflie  sdhedule  of  prices,  and  that  this  may  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  out  a  little  more  stock.  The  deai'th  of  Castor 
Oil  is  very  pronounced,  and  for  retail  lots  of  practically  any 
seed  oil  fancy  figures  are  asked,  for  small  quantities  are  not 
subject  to  price  control. 

Higher. — ^Lithia  Carbonate,  Lithia  Citrate,  Mercury  Oint- 
jnent,  Potassium  Acetate,  Sulphurated  Potash,  Terebe.ie, 
Benzoic  Acid,  iSbdium  Benzoate,  Rosin,  Shellac,  Cream  of 
Tartar,  Turpentine,  Mace,  Tunneric,  Coriander  Seed,  Ipecac- 
uanha, Areenic,  Balsam  Tolu. 

Firmer. — -Phenazone,  Barbitone,  Potassium  Permanganate, 
Hydroq-uinone,  Niti-ate  of  f$oda,  Bichromate  of  Soda, 
Prutssiate  of  Soda,  Pimento,  Arsenic,  Quinine,  Hydroquinone 

Ea-ner. — Acetylsalicylic  Acid,  Cloves. 


Acetanilide. — ^Th©  upward  tendency  oontinues  both  heere 
and  in  Neiw  York,  and  for  forward  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  now 
asked.    On  the  spot  value  is  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  6d. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid.— The  easier  tendency  which  has  been 
noticeable  during  the  past  few  weeks  is  maintained,  and 
there  are  sellers  at  14s.  per  lb.  or  a  trifle  under. 

Ar-owroot. — Steady,  witih  a  fair  business  at  6id.  per  lb 
for  St.  Vincent. 

Arsenic— Very  little  to  be  had  for  immediate  delivery; 
price  continues  to  advance. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Business  is  reported  at  3s.  per  lb.,  beino- 
dearer.  " 

Barbitone. — Scarcer,  and  at  least  115s.  per  lb.  would  have 
to  be  paid. 

Benzoates.— The  market  is  firmer  both  for  forward  and 
apot.  The  Acid  is  quoted  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  forward,  14s.  apot, 
and  the  Soda  Salt  10s.  9d.  foa-ward  and  12s.  3d.  spot. 

Bergamot  Oil.— Quiet  at  about  10s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Bichromate  of  Soda. — Price  has  an  upward  tendency. 

Bismuth  Preparations. — Coutinue  in  good  demand  at  steady 
•rates. 

Bleaching  Powder.— Maruufaoturers  are  prepared  to  make 
■contracits  with  old  <:iistomeiis  for  1918.  Contract  prices  will 
be  double  those  of  three  years  ago,  but  are  extremely  moderate 
compared  with  tdve  price.s  lh.it  have  been  ruling  for  outside 
parcels. 


Bromides. — Unchanged.  Potassium,  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  ; 
Ammoniiun,  5s.  3d. ;  Sodium,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Capsicums. — Over  a  hundred  ibales  Bomibay  sold  at  the 
Spice  ,Sales  at  42s.  6d.  for  fair,  'bright,  small  on-staJk. 

Cassia  Oil. — Finn  at  6s.  to  6s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per 
cent. 

Caustic  Soda. — 'Manufacturers  are  ipi'epai'ed  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  old  customers  for  1918  at  prices  very  much 
below  tliose  which  have  been  ruling  for  a  long  time  paat. 

Chillies. — At  the  Spice  Sales  two  bags  of  Mombas^i  sold 
at  72a. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — ^Firm  at  lis.  per  lb. 

Citric  Acid. — Quieit  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — Firm  at  17s.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cloves. — ^The  market  is  quiet,  witlh  an  easier  tendency ; 
there  are  sellers  on  basis  of  is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Copper  Sulphate. — ^Firm;  £67  Liverpool. 

Coriander  Seed. — Again  dearer  at  80s.  per  cwt.  At  the 
auction  on  Tuesday  100  bags  ■oi  Morocco  were  bought  in  at 
85s. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — In  face  of  the  still  more  pronounced 
scarcity  price  is  again  higher,  nominally  325s.  for  98  per  ceoit. 

Epsom  Salts. — Firm  at  about  23s.  per  owt.  for  druggists'. 

Ginger. — At  tJhe  Spice  Sales  brown  rough  Calicut  realised 
'65s.  and  washed  Ooohin  (damaged)  65s.  to  66s.  ;  sound  Cochin 
was  bought  in  at  72s.  to  74s. 

Guaiacol  Carbonate. — Valiue  is  about  128s.  to  130s.  per  lb. 

Hexamine. — ^Fii-m  at  4s.  per  lb.  for  sipot. 

Hydroquinone. — The  tend'emcy  is  firmeir ;  there  are  forward 
offe«  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  upward  tendency  continues,  and  holders 
now  ask  13s.  per  lb. 

Japan  Wax. — Firm  at  80s.  for  good  squares. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Liquorice  Root. — 115s.  jjer  owt.  is  wanted  for  decorticated. 

Lithia  Salts. — ^Makers  have  advanced  quotations  for  the 
Carbonate  to  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  peir  lb.  and  of  the  CiHute  to 
6s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Mace. — Again  fetc-hed  higher  ipi-ices  at  the  Sipice  Sales. 

Menthol.— Quiet  at  aboit  13s.  6d.  for  Kobayashi  and/or 
Suzuki  on  the  .spot. 

Mercury  Ointment. — Piice  has  been  advanced  to  4s.  2d. 
■,peT  lb. 

Nitrate  of  Soda. — 'Scarce  and  firm,  prices  being  nominal. 

Oils. — The  demand  for  aU  kinds  of  Seed  Oils  continues  very 
active,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  schedule  of  maxi- 
mnm  prices  will  be  revised. 

Opium. — No  druggists'  available;  Pei-siaji  of  good  working 
quality  is  valued  at  about  65s.  per  lb. 

Orange  Oil.— Quiet  at   about  Ids.  per  lb.  spot. 

Paraldehyde. — The  tendency  at  the  moment  is  rather  easier 
at  14s.  6d.  to  15s.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Firm  at  22s.  for  H.G.H.  and  16s.  6d.  for 
Wayne  County  oil  in  tins.  Japanese  dementhoJised  is  quoted 
3s.  7d.  'per  lb. 

Phenazone. — Scarcer  on  the  spot  at  about  S6e.  per  Ifc. 
Pimento. — At  the  Spice  Sales  all  the  offerings,  consisting 
of  500  b:igs,  sold  at  4id.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Acetate. — ^Piice  has  beeai  advanced  lo  3s.  8d. 

per  lb. 

Potassium  Iodide. — Unchanged  at  lis.  7d.  to  12s.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Permanganate.— The  8ca(rcity  appeare  to  be  more 
acute,  and  anything  available  fetcheis  about  15s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Prussiate  of  Soda. — In  good  demand,  with  an  upward 
^price  tendency,  present  value  being  about  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
yellow. 

Quinine. — The  position  is  much  the  .same  as  last  -week, 
quotations  ranging  from  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  the 
usual  (Continental  brands  of  the  sulphate.  The  landings  la.st 
montli  were  34.000  oz.  and  the  deliveries  44,000  oz.  ;  tfce 
stock  is  reduced  to  146.480  oz.,  as  comparetl  with  1,208.000 
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at  the  same  time  last  vear,  1,594.500  oz.  in  1915,  and 
2,773,230  oz.  in  1914. 

Rosin. — ^The  upward  tendenc3'  continues. 

Rubber. — Plantation  :  Standard  No.  1  crei>e,  2s.  8^d.  ;  haird 
fine  Para,  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Salicin. — ^The  scarcity  is  imrelievedj  and  it  is  hardly 
practicable  to  give  any  guidance  as  to  the  price  of  any  small 
lots  thfl't  may  be  available.  For  fhe  time  being  the  manu- 
facture ihas  almost  ceased  owing  to  the  dearth  of  raw 
material.  Such  small  quantities  of  raw  material  as  become 
available  from  time  to  time  enable  manufacturers  to  prodoice 
small  quantities  of  Salicin,  w'hioh  are  distributed  as  fairly 
as  possible. 

Salicylates. — Value  of  the  Acid  is  about  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  and 
of  the  Soda  Salt  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  9d.  The  easier  tendency  in  the 
United  States  has  appai-ently  been  checked,  and  the  market 
there  is  steadier. 

Stkellac. — ■Much  dearer,  with  business  on  basis  of  505s.  for 
fair  T.X.  orange.    The  market  has  a  sstrong  upward  tendency. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil.— Firm  at  4,«.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship." 

Sulphonal. — Unchanged  at  about  42s.  per  lb. 

.Sulphurated  Potash. — .Price  has  been  advaniced  to  2s.  6d. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Quiet  at  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Terebene. — Dearer  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Dearer,  6O3.  being  asked  for  Madras  finger  after 
busine»  at  57s.  6d.  ;  Benga.1  is  firm  a^t  50s.,  and  Cocliin  finger 
at  45s.,  with  business  thereat. 

Turpentine. — Dearer  on  .the  week,  but  quieter  at  the  close 
at  92s.  9d.  for  American  spot. 


Senna  Leaves. — An  intere^ing  explanation  of  tJie  causes  of 
the  reduotion  of  the  area  under  Senna  cailtivation  in  India  is 
given  in  the  '  A^icultural  OaQendar  of  the  [Madras  Agrioul- 
turaj  Department.'  The  original  home  of  Senna  was  Axabia, 
and  knowle^ig*  of  the  medical  properties  of  its  dried  leaf  Was 
introduced  into  both  Indian  and  European  pharmacy  by  the 
Arabs.  They  behl  a  monopoly  of  this  drug  only  so  long  as 
they  coudJ  rnaricet  -'t  in  a  pure  state.  When  tihey  commenced 
adulterating  it  witlh  ijseless  leiaves  of  other  plants  their  trade 
was  lost.  India  and  Egypt  Ibecame  the  most  important 
centres  of  supply.  Waitts  reports  that  the  purity,  the  higih 
quality,  and  \ow  price  of  Tinnevelly  Senna  placed  it  at  the 
front  rank  on  the  world's  purchasing  markets.  This  was  only 
ten  years  ago,  yet  in  1914,  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
great  European  war,  Senna  cultivation  in  Tinnevelly  had  been 
almost  entirely  cfesoontinued.  The  explanation  of  this  sruidden 
fall  in  the  area  under  Senna  is  that  Indian  Senna  has  eniTered 
the  same  fate  as  Araiaan  Senna.  Indttscriminate  aduiltera- 
tdon  iiaa  made  the  purdhase  of  this  Senna  unprofitable  for 
European  inairketa  at  any  price.  Immediately  after  the  war 
broke  out  there  was  an  abnormal  demand  for  various  drugs 
to  supply  the  mrilitary  medical  istores.  Among  these  drugs 
■was  Senna.  The  price  of  dried  Senna  leaf  rose  rapidly,  and 
many  Indian. peasants  who  took  «arly  advantage  of  tJhis  rise 
have  made  smaU  fortunes.  Once  more  the  middleman  was 
tempted  to  add  useless  leaves  of  other  plants  to  the  pure 
Senna  leaf  so  as  to  increase  the  grosis  weight.  He  increased 
his  temporairy  profitfi  in  proportion.  The  result  is  that  ttie 
price  offered  for  Tinnevelly  Senna  rha.=!  onoe  more  fallen  to 
each  an  extent  tliat  its  cultivation  is  no  longer  profita.ble. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Capt.  J.  Hain,  chairman  of  Messrs.  Hain  anxl  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Ives,  has  boen  electod  Mayor  of  St.  Ives  for  the  coming  year. 

Second-Lieutenant  Stephen  F.  Webb,  R.F.A.,  director  of 
Messrs.  Evana  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  has  been  awarded 
the  Military  Oroos. 

Alderman  D.  T.  Evans,  J. P.,  i)harmaci8t,  of  High  Street, 
Marjfate,  has  been  appointed  as  a  visiting  justice  under  the 
Lunacy  and  Mental  I>!ficiency  Acts. 

Sir   W.  Watson  Cheyne,  Bart.,  K.C.M.G.,  C  B.,  F.R.S., 

has  been  appointt^tQ  consulting  surgeon  to  King's  College 
Hospital  on  retirement  fronri  a<-tive  work  on  the  hospital  staff. 


Mr.  Findlay  Stuart,  pharmacist,  Broxburn,  and  Secretary 
of  the  West  Lothian  Pliamiaceutioal  Oommnttee,  has  been 
appointed  a  Justice  of  tho  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Lin.lithgow. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Critchley,  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  J.P.,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Woolley,  J. P.,  chemists,  of  Blackburn,  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  act  on  the  Judicial  Authority  under  the  Lunacy 
Act  for  tho  borough. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hamnett,  South  Road,  Waterloo,  Liverpool,  has 
be(e.u  appointed  to  the  vaoanoy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  .1. 
McEvoy  in  the  St.  John's  Ward  of  the  Waterloo,  Seaforth, 
Uiban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  J.P.,  has  been  appointed  Honorary  Secretary 
of  the.  Cardiff  Committee  of  the  National  Society  for  Com- 
bating Venereal  Diseases,  m  succession  to  Dr.  Walford,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  Edgar  Wellesley  Douglas,  only  son  of  Mr.  J.  Wellesley 
Douglas,  iVi.P.S.,  has  been  gazetted  second  lieiutenant  to  the 
Welsh  Regiment  at  Redcar.  He  studied  for  Sandhurst,  but 
underwent  his  military  training  with  the  Inns  of  Court  O.T.C 
He  is  nineteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Hugh  Bray,  only  son  of  Mr.  F.  D.  Bray,  Th&  District 
Pharmacy,  King  Street,  Hammersm.itb,  has  been  gazetted 
second  lieutenant  in  the  RoyvaJ  Sussex  Regiment.  Mr.  Bna^ 
joined  the  Artists'  Rifles  in  Januarj',  1917,  aaid  received  hie 
commission  from  the  2l3t  Officer  Cadet  Battialion. 

Sergt.  F.  L.  Johnson  (representative  staff,  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome,  and  Co.)  has  been  transferred  from  No.  53  General 
Hospital,  where  he  has  been  acting  as  dispenser  since  last  April, 
to  No.  10  Convalescent  Depot,  Ecault,  Boulogne  Base,  where  .he 
is  acting  as  Sergeant-in-Charge  of  the  Camp  Hospital. 

The  Rev.  Alex.  Dimond,  M.P.S.,  has  been  appointed  a 
clerical  and  educational  missionary  to  China.  He  is  desig- 
nated Tutor  to  the  Ningpo  College,  and  will,  in  addition  to 
his  College  duties,  engage  in  work  ^vlith  the  Ningpo  Mission. 
He  will  proceed  to  China  as  soon  as  a  passport  csan  be 
secured. 

Pte.  Ronald  Blankley,  Royal  Fusiliers,  has  been  awarded  the 
Military  Medal.  Before  joining  the  Colours,  Private  Blankley 
was  an  assistant  at  the  Brierley  Hill  retail  branch  of  Messrs. 
A.  S.  Price  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  which  his  father  is  manager. 
Fifteen  members  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Price  and  Co.'s  staflf  are  now 
serving. 

Mr.  J.  Beetham  Wilson,  phacmaci-st,  of  95,  High  Street, 
Dorking,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Dorkin/g  Urban 
District  Council  for  the  remainder  of  the  official  year.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  a  record  of  eight  years'  useful  work  on  the 
Council,  during  which  period  he  ih.as  filled  matiy  other  im- 
portant public  offices  in  the  towit 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Cartwright,  Rawdon,  inform  us  tfaat  two  more 
of  their  representatives  ihave  recently  joined  His  Majesty's 
Forces,  namely,  Mr.  J.  North  Brown,  Midlands  eud  South- 
western Circuit,  and  Mr.  B.  W.  Dear,  Londoa  and  South- 
Eastern  Circuit.  Gunner  E.  A.  Lamibert  has  again  partially 
taken  up  his  duties  as  representative  for  Yorkshire  and  Eastern 
Counties,  after  being  disdharged  from  the  Army  suffering  from 
shell  shock. 

Second-Lieut.  Fred  B.  Gray,  who  qualified  in  1914-15  and 

inunied'iately  joined  the  9tli  H.L.I. ,  has  bo^  awiarded  tho 
Miilitary  Cross  for  gallantry  displaiyed  during  very  severe 
fighting  in  the  September  and  October  offensive  on  the 
Western  Front.  Prior  to  joining  up  he  was  assistant  with 
his  brother,  Mr.  Horace  G.  G*ay,  Broomhill  Pliarmaoy,  246. 
Crow  Road,  Glasgow.  He  is  a  notable  football  player,  having 
played  for  Clyde,  St.  Mirren,  and  Rangers. 

Lance-Sergeant  H.  Moore  (Suttley  and  Silverlock,  Limited) 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  on  November  6  as  "  unfit  for 
further  war  service."  He  was  at  home  at  30,  Rathbone  Road, 
Warley  Woods,  Birmingham,  on  three  weeks'  furlough,  pend- 
ing final  discharge,  and  will  shortly  resume  business  in  the 
Midlands  and  Eastern  Counties.  Sergeant  Moore  joined  the 
1st  Birmingham  City  Batt.  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment  in 
May,  1915,  going  to  the  Sommo  in  the  following  November.' 

Captain  Reginald  Heaton,  of  the  King's  Liverpool  Regi- 
ment, was  recently  invested  by  the  King  with  the  Military 
Cross,  awarded  to  him  for  gallantry  in  action.  Prior  to  en- 
listment Captain  Heaton  was  an  assistant  with  Mr.  J.  Joye, 
pharmacist.  Chapel  Street,  Southport.  He  volunteered  as  a 
private  in  the  early  days  of  the  war,  and  has  the  proud 
distinction  of  having  wen  his  way  through  various  stages  of 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  very  battalion  in 
which  he  enlisted. 
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BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Mr.  Thomas  Coulson,  pliiaiimacist,  has  ti-ansforrod  his  busi- 
ness from  28,  G'racecliuroli  Street,  to  11,  Fonchjurch  Street,  E.C. 

Messrs.  JeWerv  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  8,  Harp  Lane,  Great  To\yer 
Street,  London,  'E.U.  3,  inform  us  that  tliey  are  now  supplymg 
Eurcsol  and  Kure.sol  pro  t'iipillis  at  8s.  per  oz.  to  tiie  cliemist,  the 
wholesalers  being  allowed  a  discount  of  15  per  cent. 

The  Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Company,  Limited,  of  Hove, 
will  in  future  be  known  as  the  Standard  Tablet  Company, 
Limited.  The  change  of  title  has  been  made  by  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  The  activities  of  the  company  have  of 
late  years  been  so  extended  by  the  manufacture  of  capsules, 
perfumery,  soaps,  and  other  toilet  articles,  that  the  old  title, 
besides  being  cumbersome,  was  somewhat  misleading,  since 
it  implied  that  the  only  two  classes  of  goods  manufactured 
were  pills  and  tablets;  the  abbreviated  title  is  itself  not  free 
from  this  objection,  but  it  was  thought  necessary  to  retain 
it  to  prevent  loss  of  identity. 


BIRTHS. 

Haigh.— On  October  22,  at  9,  Market  Street,  Woodhouse, 
near  Slieffield,  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  SlattV  Haigh,  M.P.S.— a  son. 

Harrison. — On  October  5,  at  Olareville  Lena  Gardens,  Shep- 
herd's Bush  Road,  London,  W.,  the  wife  of  Wesley  W.  Harrison, 
M.P.S.,  of  Harrogate — a  son. 


MARRIAGE. 


Caesar— Young.— At  4,  Lloyd  Street,  Dennistoun,  Glasgow, 
on  October  30,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  W.  McAndrew,  Tolloross 
Parish  Cnurch,  Hem-y  Wilkin  Cassar,  pharmacist,  55,  South 
Portland  Street,  to  Mary,  third  daughter  of  the  late  George 
Young,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  of  Mrs.  Young,  Los  Angeles, 
California   


DEATHS. 


Forster.-JOn  Octoiber  25,  at  Eton  Place,  Plymouth,  George 
[Francis  Forster,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  52,  Castle  Street, 
Dover.   Aged  48. 

Hosie. — At  a  nursing  home  in  Aberdeen,  John  tHosie,  phai- 
macist.  Aged  66.  Mr.  Hosie  was  in  business  in  Rangoon  and 
Maymyo,  Upper  Burma.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
Messrs.  Davidson  and  Kay,  Aberdeen. 

McVail.— On  November  1,  at  Glasgow,  Sir  Daivid  C.  McVail. 
Aged  72.  Sir  David,  who  was  a  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  Edinburgh,  was  closely  identified  for  many  years 
with  Scottish  University  reform.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Glasgow  University  Court,  and  Crown  Member  for  Scotland  of 
the  General  Medical  Council  until  1912.  He  took  an  intelligent 
and  sympathetic  interest  in  all  questions  affecting  pharmacy 
and  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  keeping 
of  open  shop  by  medical  practitioners  for  disi>ensing  of  medicines 
and  the  sale  of  drugs. 

Robb— At  325,  Paisley  Road,  Gtlasgow,  on  October  |26, 
Donald  Fullarton,  younger  beloved  son  of  David  W.  Roibb, 
pharmacist.    Aged  six  months. 

Sales.^ — On  October  24,  Thomas  Alfred  Sales,  pharmacist,  of 
Briinington,  near  Chestei-field.  Aged  36.  The  funeral  took  place 
on  October  28,  and  was  attended  by  members  of  the  Chester- 
field and  District  Pharmacists'  Association,  of  which  the 
deceased  was  a  member.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children. 

Uttley. — On  November  1,  at  18,  Fountain  Street,  Hull. 
William  Uttley,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  74. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Lieutenant  Eric  H.  Brown,  10th  Essex  Regiment,  younger 
son  of  A,  D.  Brown,  M.P.S.,  Halstead,  Essex,  was  killed  in 
action  on  October  22  last. 

Corporal  Charles  Daniel,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Geo.  Daniel, 
ipharmacist,  Wood  Green,  London,  N.,  died  from  w-ounds  receiive^l 
m  France,  not  in  Gallipoli,  as  stated  in  our  last  issue.  He  had 
l>een  dangerously  wounded  in  Gallipoli  some  time  previously, 
but  completely  recovered. 

Lance- Corporal  Peter  G.  Harris,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders, 
who  has  been  wounded  in  action,  prior  to  enlisting  was  serving 
his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  E.  McPhie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Graharnston.  He  enlisted  in  May,  1915,  and  since  then  has 
seen  a  great  deal  of  active  service. 


Stead. — Private  Edmund  Stea<l,  Lanes  FaisiJiers,  killed  ia 
actinn  in  France,  on  October  9,  aged  19,  was  prior  to  enlist- 
ment, apprentice  to  Mr.  S.  Hewitt,  The  Avenue  Pharmacy,  Ash- 
(ton-under-Lyne. 

Pioneer  F.  J.  White,  MvP.S.,  R.E.,  was  wounded  on  October 
18  last  for  the  second  time.  He  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  P. 
White  and  Co.,  Leeds,  and  a  member  of  the  Leeds  Chemists' 
Association. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Non= Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

Mr.  Corrall  (P. J.,  November  3,  p.  213)  has  not  discerned  in 
my  letter  the  idea  which  I  thought  was  so  evident,  othcrwiso 
ho  would  not  have  imputed  to  me  a  desire  to  allow  individual 
ownership  in  pharmacy  to  drift  into  dissolution.  Briefly,  my 
contention  is  that  the  case  of  non-proprietor  pharmacists  as 
a  separate  class  interest  docs  not  exist.  I  repeat  that  I  hope 
it  will  never  exist,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  a.ssistant 
pharmacist  of  to-day  is  the  master  man  of  to-morrow.  To  the 
question  I  asked  of  Mr.  Greenfield,  namely,  "  Where  are  the 
qualified  men  who  are  crushed  into  silence  by  the  pow«r  of 
capital  and  who  suffer  grievous  injustice?"  he  has  not  leplied, 
but  Mr.  Corral!  asserts  that  they  exist  in  nearly  every 
chemist's  shop,  and  specially  in  the  service  of  company  chemists, 
and,  further,  that  they  are  all  subject  to  the  common  incidence 
of  bargaining,  "  Take  it  or  leave  it."  This  statement  is  self- 
stultifying.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  assistant  pharmacist 
chooses  the  path  of  either  company  pharmacy  or  private  phar- 
macy. This  alternative  represents  the  two  ultimate  ideals  open 
to  the  assistant.  There  is  no  oppres.sion  by  capital  if  the 
assistant  pharmacist  has  the  spirit  and  energy  to  w^ork  towards 
and  attain  his  ideal  of  personal  ownership  of  a  business.  The 
(Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  one  body,  the  L.A.E. 
is  another.  Their  functions  are  not  identical.  If,  perchance, 
the  constitution  of  the  latter  is  anomalou.s,  that  is  the  fault  of 
the  Local  Associations.  No  hair-splitting  is  needed.  In  con- 
clusion, may  I  remind  Mr.  Corrall  that  there  existed  some  years 
back  the  National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists?  Its  title 
was  a  true  one,  but  the  influence  that  killed  it  was  the  spirit 
that  Mr.  Corrall's  letter  exhibits,  along  w^ith  tho  incontestable 
fact  that  the  assistant  pharmacist  is,  potentially,  and  as  a  rule 
prospectively,  a  master  pharmacist.  We  hope  it  will  long 
remain  so. 

Bedwas,  November  3,  19r7.  F.  Claeke. 


Mt.  G.  F.  Corrall  and  his  fellow-non-proprietor  pharmacists 
are  surely  a  weak-kneed  lot  to  vraste  their  time  in  fruitless 
quibbling  instead  of  "  getting  at  it."  They  are  the  horses  of 
the  human  race,  content,  so  long  as  they  do  not  risk  anything, 
to  exist  with  a  bit  between  their  teeth  and  harness  on  their 
backs,  in  the  shape  of  numberless  forms  to  fill  in  and  rules  to 
observe  and  tinpot  gods  above  them  to  kow-tow  to.  They  have 
a  living,  certain  in  the  case  of  the  more  reputable  limited  com- 
panies, just  so  long  as  they  do  not  become  worn  out,  or,  even 
worse  crime,  just  so  long  as  they  do  not  realise  they  are  not 
horses,  but  healthy-brained  men.  I  was  a  horse  myself  for  a 
particularly  considerate  large  limited  company  once.  I  believe 
I  may  say  without  conceit  I  gave  in  sen-ice  full  value  for  the 
"home  from  home"  comforts  I  received,  but  I  stayed  just 
sufficiently  long  to  extract  all  the  active  principles  in  the  shape 
of  experience  that  has  enabled  me  to  get  on  to  a  successful  "  line 
of  life."  I  have  done,  I  may  say  (and  this  may  encourage  some 
not  too  "  horsey "  fellow-craftsman),  on  less  than  £50  capital 
to  begin  v^'ith.  Kick  over  the  traces,  some  of  you  horses,  and 
be  men.  Make  your  own  businesses,  and  see  what  will  happen 
to  the  multiple  stores  carts  when  there  arc  no  more  willing 
hacks  to  put  between  the  shafts. 
November  3,  1917.         "  Homo  Sapiens  Erectu.s"  (221/51). 


Unqualified  Managers? 

Even  if  unqualified  person.?  are  offering  themselves  as 
managers,  they  can  only  be  accepted  as  such  if  employers  are 
-so  incredibly  foolish  as  to  engage  them  in  that  capacity.  Surely 
a  remote  contingency  in  view  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and  tho 
requirements  for  Insurance  dispensing.  My  own  experience  is 
that  there  is  no  dearth  of  qualified  men  and  women  capable 
of  acting  as  managers,  provided  the  remuneration  and  other 
conditions  of  service  are  on  a  plane  in  keeping  with  the  exigent 
conditions  of  the  times.  No  doubt  there  would  bo  an  acute 
shortage  of  the  class  eligible  or  needed  for  this  service  if  it 
were  not  that  many  employers  w-ho  in  normal  times  keep  a 
manager  arc  at  present  forced  to  be  their  own  managers. 

November  5.  1917.  "  M.P.S."  (221/39). 
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Benevolence. 

Allow  me  a  few  words  to  express  my  adniiratioii  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Benevolent  Fvind  Committee  does  its  work.  A 
month  or  two  since  I  had  the  sad  task  of  begging  its  assistance 
on  belialf  of  a  lat-e  manager,  who  had  been  "  broken  in  the 
wars."  The  right  royal  and  prompt  way  in  which  the  Com 
mittee  dealt  with  that  case  engendered  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  admiration.  I  have  so  often  been  up  against  Square 
methods  of  procedure  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  feel  that  in  th 
benevolent  side,  anyway,  the  Society  does  justify  its  existence. 

Streatham,  October  31,  1917.  C.  Beeese. 

Pharmacy  in  Revelation. 

Whilst  "Pharmacy  in  Fiction"  has  been  discussed,  allow  me 
to  throw  out  a  hint  about  Phai-macy  in  Revelation.  Saint  John 
(Rev.  xxii.  1  and  2)  speaks  of  '■  a  pure  river  of  water  of  life," 
and  says  that  "on  either  side  of  the  river  was  there  tlie  tree 
of  life,  which  bore  frivelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  yielded  her 
fruit  every  month:  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing 
of  the  nattonsr  Taken  literally,  surely  phannacists  will  be 
required  for  the  preparation  and  elegant  dispensing  of  those 
ieaves.  laken  spiritually,  surely  pharmacists  will  none  the  less 
tiave  a  duty  to  perform.  In  fact,  "medicine  of  the  mind" 
ought  to  have  been  a  side  line  in  pharmacy  long  ago.  And 
why  should  not  alcohol  and  all  narcotics  be  under  lock  and 
Jcey  of  special  pharmaceutical  poison  regulation' 
Glasgow,  October  17,  1917^   j.  j.  Brown. 

Inadequate  Profits  on  Proprietaries. 

Chemists  should  critically  study  the  profit  and  loss  account  on 
sUrtW  ^f,  P'^P'-'e^^-^-  articles,  and  they  will  make  some 
startling  but  very  disagreeable  discoveries,  which  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  sentence  that  some  arc  sold  at  cost  others 
at  a  loss,  and  none  at  a  living  wage.  The  time  is  ripe  for  a 
substantial  rise  in  the  chemist's  profits  on  such  articles.  No 
proprietary  should  be  sold  under  face  value,  and  if  proprietors 
cannot  allow  25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent,  gross  profit,  or  15  per 
cent  net  profit,  to  the  retailer,  the  business  is  not  worth  doing 
tor  by  no  stretch  of  ingenuity  can  it  be  called  a  sound  invest- 
ment, when  rent  rates,  wages,  and  delivery  to  the  public  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  retailer. 

Hereford,  November  3,  1917.  .J.  J.  Jacksox. 

The  Food  Controller  has  fixed  the  profit  of  butchers  at  20  per 
cent,  on  the  net  cost  of  meat,  with  an  additional  profit  of  5  per 
cent,  for  credit  or  delivery.  It  is  a  small  butcher's  business  that 
only  has  a  turnover  of  £100  a  week,  and  the  establishment 
charges  on  this  turnover  are  probably  less  than  for  a  pharmacist 
ooing  £20  -weekly.  How  much  longer  are  pharmacists  goino- 
to  stock  or  supply  articles  .showing  a  less  profit  than  that 
guaranteed  bo  purveyors  of  meat? 

Dorking,  November  2,  1917.  .J.  Beetham  Wilson. 


The  Newcastle  Delegates  to  the  Central  Conference. 

We  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for 
publishing  our  previous  letter  and  should  be  obliged  if  you 
would  insert  this  reply  to  Mr.  Fleniming.  We  feel  that  he  is 
entitled  to  some  explanation,  and  would  assure  him  publicly, 
as  we  have  done  privately,  that  our  action  in  writing  to  the 
Press  was  not  to  attack  our  delegates  personally.  One  reason 
was  to  draw  a  reply  in  the  Press  (a  private  reply  would  have 
-erved  no  useful  purpose)  from  our  delegates,  so  as  to  publicly 

ontilate  the  opinions  of  the  whole  of  the  North  of  England 
area  upon  the  miserable  remuneration  for  professional  services 
for  Insurance  dispensing  which  the  L.A.E.  are  asking  for,  and 
which  they  admit  them.selves  is  not  adequate.  For  what  reason 
'hey  do  not  ask  for  adequate  terms  we  cannot  possibly  con- 
'  <;ive.  The  other  reason  was  to  draw  attention  to  the  official 
/<;port  of  the  Central  Conference,  which  evidently  was  only  a 
T/artial  record  of  what  took  placo,  and  wan  therefore  misleading. 
We  feel  very  strongly  that  th©  opinions  of  the  minority  should 
be  reoord<,"d  in  all  reports,  but  especially  in  this  case,  as  it  would 
rather  have  helpKid  the  official  case  than  otherwise.  We  think 
an  apology  is  due  to  Mr.  Flemminer  by  the  authors  of  the  report 
in  allowing  it  to  appear  that  he  did  not  voice  -the  opinion  of  the 
Hif-eting  he  was  sent  to  represent. 

Edgar  M.  Chapman, 
Geo.  Whitfield, 
Delegates  from  N.  Riding,  Yorks,  at  Newcastle  District 
Meeting. 

Scarborough,  November  6,  1917. 


Postcard  Price  Quotations. 

I  think  I  am  expressing  a  general  opinion  in  talcing;  strong 
exception  to  the  circulation  by  postcard  of  special  prico  quota- 
tions. This  morning  the  enclosed  p.c.  was  delivered  . in  error  to 
a  local  draper  (of  the  same  surname,  but  at  a  different  a/ldress), 
and  employees  at  the  loc-al  post  office,  through  whose  hands  it 
maj'  have  passed,  are  my  customers. 

November  5,  1917.  "  R.P.S."  (221/38). 

[The  post-card  in  question  giv»a  a  special  quotation  for  a  sample  order 
of  goods  for  Christmas  trade,  showing  a  protit  of  50  par  cent.  On  cost,  and 
33  per  cent,  on  turnover. — Editor.] 


Correspondence  Chess. 

As  a  result  of  the  letters  relating  to  correspondence  chess 
which  were  published  in  the  .Journal  during  August,  the  Galen 
Correspondence  Chess  League  has  been  formed,  and  a  number 
of  games  are  now  proceeding.  I  sihall  be  very  pleased  to  fur- 
nish particulars  to  any  pharmacist  who  would  c;u-e  to  join,  either 
as  a  playing  member  or  a  non-playing  associate.  Now  members 
may  join  at  any  time,  and  they  will  be  paired  off  for  play  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Many  English  counties  are  represented,  and 
I  would  extend  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  our  chess-playing 
confreres  of  Scotland  and  Wales.  Irish  players,  too,  will  be 
welcome,  if  this  meets  the  eye  of  any  such.  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  help  any  pharmacist  who  wishes  to  learn  the  game,  and 
we  may  be  able  to  commence  a  special  leairners'  section  if  this 
should  be  desired. 

Geo.  H.  Haines,  Hon.  Sec.  G.C.C.L. 
241,  Stockport  Road,  Manchester,  S.E.,  November  5,  1917. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Prescriptioa  for  Methylated  Spirit  (Y.  and  H.— 221/28).— 
It  is  a  sale,  and  a  licence  is  required. 

Supply  of  Cough  Mixtures  (W.  W.  P.— 221/17).— You  may  only 
supply  to  a  member  of  H.M.  Forces  on  prescription  as  laid 
down  in  the  Regulations. 

Name  for  Cough  Mixture  and  Food  (H.  E.  B.— 221/32).— All 
the  particulars  you  require  will  be  found  in  the  '  Chemist's 
Annual,  1917,'  page  66.  '' 

Prescriptions  Containing  Opium  (A.  J.  McC— 221/25).— (1) 
This  will  depend  ujxjn  how  the  pills  are  comixiunded.  (2)  The 
answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Sale  of  Sandalwood  Oil,  &c.  (W.  G.  B.— 221/42).— We  refer 
you  to  the  Fitlitorial  article  which  appeared  in  our  issue  of 
October  27  last,  page  191;    also  the  Replies  columns. 

Freezing- Point  of  Petrol  (A.  T.  G.— 221/26).— We  can  find  no 
definite  reference  to  this  point.  It  may  have  been  recorded, 
but  there  is  no  reference  to  it  in  the  general  literature. 

Indentured  Apprentice  (C  B.  P.— 221/24).— Your  employer 
.should  appeal  for  you  on  the  ground  that  you  are  in  the  midst 
of  technical  training  in  an  occupation  of  national  importance. 

Ambulance  Lectures  (H.  E.  B.— 221/32).— With  reference  to  the 
first  cjuery,  we  are  in  cominunioatioa  with  the  Director  of  Military 
Service  as  to  cases  similar  to  yours,  and  will  announce  the  result 
later 

Analysis  of  Proprietary  Medicine  (0.  T.  E.— 221/27).— It  would 
largely  depend  upon  the  circumstances.  If  ithe  quotation  had 
the  effect  of  prejudicing  the  proprietor,  h©  would  have  prima 
facie  ground  for  an  action. 

Discharged  and  Now  Unfit  (D.  C— 221/35).— You  are  not 
liable  to  'be  called  up  again  without  re-examination,  which  cannot 
be  demanded  for  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  discharge. 
We  do  not  think  you  are  entitled  to  a  silver  badge. 

Cocain*  and  Opium  Preparations  (F.  W.  E.— 221/33).— All  the 
points  you  raise  are  explained  in  the  '  Chemist's  Annual,  1917.' 
Briefly,  the  answers  are: — (1)  Yes.  (2)  No,  but  they  must  not 
be  supplied  to  service  men  except  on  prescription.  (3)  Only  if 
the  morphine  content  is  0'75  per  cent,  or  over. 

Books  on  Ionic  Medication  (H.  E.  B.— 221/32  .—Leduc's 
'  Electric  Ions  and  Their  Use  in  Medicine '  (Rebman,  Ltd., 
23.  6d.  net) ;  also  H.  Lewis  Jones's  '  Ionic  Medication,  the 
Principles  of  the  Method  and  an  Account  of  the  Clinical  Results 
Obtained'  (H.  K.  Lewis  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  "js.  net). 

Ink  for  Lantern  Slides  (F.  P.--221/ 46) .—Coloured  inks  for 
lantern  slides  may  be  made  by  dissolving  60  grains  of  oopal 
resin  in  1  fl.   oz.   of  oil  of  lavender,   and  dissolving  in  it 
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■any  dteived  aniiino  colouir.  A  thinned  oopiil  varnish  would 
prOhaibly  <k>  ae  a  ibiiaie  quite  as  well  as  tho  aibove,  a.nd  in 
eithp.r  oase  an  opaquo  ink  coiikl  bo  niatl<>  by  incorporating 
wiitlli  feh«  bias«  a  suffiniont  qujiiitity  of  flaice  white  or  drop 
bL'w:k,  ajcoording  to  wilirtihor  a  wlliito  or  a  black  ink  is  required. 

Harness  Dressing  (II.  E.  B.— 221/22).  Your  sample  has  all 
the  properties  of  a  leather  Tarnish,  and  might  correspond  with  a 
formula  such  as  the  following: — ^Venice  tui-pentine,  2  oz.  ; 
shellac,  5  oz. ;  sandarac,  j  oz. ;  nigrosin,  ^  oz.  ;  aniline  blue, 
30  grs. ;  methylated  spirit,  1  pint.  Macerate  at  a  temperature 
of  about  80°  F.  until  dissolved,  shaking  frequently.  Or  this: 
Dissolve  8  parts  of  .shellac,  30  of  sandarac,  and  10  of  mastic  in 
1,000  of  methylated  spirit,  adding  the  requisite  quantities  of 
black  and  biae  dyes  as  in  the  previous  formula. 

Cobblers'  Wax  (H.  E.— 220/44) .-^:his  is  made  by  melting 
together  the  best  Swedish  pitch  and  tallow  in  a  vessel  over  the 
fire.  The  quantity  of  tallow  must  be  determined  by  experi- 
ment. Roll  into  balls.  The  righit  kind  of  pitoli  is  of  a  brown 
colour  when  fractured.  The  usual  works  of  reference  do  not 
touflh  on  the  aubjeot  of  oobblei's'  wax,  and  we  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  running  down  the  above  information.  There  is 
apparently  some  impwrtanoe  attached  to  tJie  pitch  that  should 
be  used.  If  any  reader  can  furnish  us  with  any  particulars  as  to 
this,  or  with  information  on  the  subject  as  a  whole,  we  shall 
be  glad  to  place  it  on  record. 

Scarlet-Red  Lotion  or  Drops  (E.  A.  W.— 221/49).— It  is  well 
known  tha-t  Scarlet-Red  is  insoluble  in  water  and  only  spai'- 
ingly  soluble  in  alcohol.  (See  Martindale  and  Westcott'.s 
Extra  PhiaTTn-acopoeia.)  It  is  thus  obvious  tihat  neither  a  lotdon 
nor  drops  caji  be  made  with  either  of  these  liquids.  There 
is  a  Jiote,  however,  in  the  P.J.  of  September  3,  1910,  page  323, 
in  which  reference  is  made  to  "  subcutaneous  injections  of 
sqarlet-red  in  olive  oil."  As  you  allude  to  the  use  of  the  sulb- 
sbance  in  the  form  of  a.  "  lotion  or  drops  for  suppurating 
ear,"  we  should  imaigioie  fbait  the  fact  of  its  solulbility  in 
oLiivo  oil  {ii  it  is  a  faiot)  would  enaible  you  to  produce  suitaible 
drop.s  for  the  ear. 

Removing  Ink  Stain  from  Silk  Blouse  (H.  A.— 221/23).— 
You  may  have  comphoated  matters  with  the  treatment  you 
adopted,  albhough  your  procedure  was  just  what  most  phar- 
macists would  have  done  under  .the  circumstances.  It  looks 
as  if  there  was  some  peculiarity  in  the  ink  whici.  caused  the 
stains.  The  following  method  is  excellent  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
ink  stains  on  paper,  and  it  may  act  satisfactorily  on  the  marks 
on  the  blouse,  even  though  the  character  of  the  stains  is  aio 
longer  that  of  ordinary  ink  stains : — Place  a  few  drops  of  strong 
solution  of  ammonia  on  the  stain,  then  witih  a.  tuft  of  absorbent 
cotton,  soaked  with  dilute  phosphoric  acid  (B.P.),  firmly  press 
on  the  part.  The  process  is  to  be  repeated,  if  necessary,  the 
part  then  well  washed  \^^th  warm  water,  and  finally  dried  in  the 
sun. 

Waterproofing  Coats  (J.  P.  T.— 221/36).— The  process  of 
coating  with  rubber,  to  which  you  refer,  involves  the  use  of 
machinery.  We  are  unable  to  print  the  particulars  in  these 
columns,  Ibut  would  refer  you  to  Spon'a  '  Workshop  Receipts.' 
which  gives  full  working  details.  If,  however,  you  are  able, 
as  you  say,  to  Coat  the  fabric  first  with  boiled  linseed  oil,  we 
suggest  that  you  brush  the  treated  article  with  the  following 
rubber  solution : — A  mixture  of  sulphuric  acid,  1  fl.  dr.  witJi 
the  same  amount  of  water,  is  made  and  allowed  to  cool.  To 
this  is  added  2  fl.  oz.  of  oil  of  turpentine.  The  liquid  is  set 
aside  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  clear  portion  drawn  off,  and 
90  grains  of  common  rubber  in  fine  shreds  dissolved  in  it  at  a 
gentle  heat.  When  solution  is  complete,  the  liquid  may  be  con 
ccntrated  by  longer  heating,  or  thinned  by  the  addition  of  more 
oil  of  turpentine. 

Recovering  Silver  from  Photographic  Residues  (W.  H.  F 

221/15). — Unless  you  have  a  large  quantity  of  the  residues  it 
would  hardly  he  worth  your  while  to  attempt  to  recover  the 
.silver.  A  suitable  method  of  recovery  from  -solution  is  to  treat 
v>  ith  a  solution  of  ferrous  sulphate,  oollet  ting  and  washing  the 
jirecipitate,  and  dissolving  the  metallic  silver  in  nitric  acid.  The 
nitric  acid  solution  may  be  evaporated  to  dryness,  the  residue 
dissolved  in  distilled  water  and  crystallised.  Or,  you  could  pro- 
ceed as  follows: — The  chloride  produccxl  by  precipitation  with 
common  salt  is  well  washed.  The  moist  chloride  is  covered  to  a 
ilepth  of  half  an  inch  with  a  solution  of  caustic  potash  of  a 
<i')ocific  gravity  of  1*25  at  least,  and  boiled,  stirring  well.  During 
the  process  a  little  of  the  solid  residue  is  taken  out  and  tested 
«ith  nitric  acid,  and  when  such  portion  proves  to  be  entirely 
soluJale  the  action  is  complete.  By  this  process  the  chloride  is 
f-onverted  to  sih'er  oxi<le,  which  after  thorough  wasliing  may  be 
dissolved  in  nitric  acid  to  make  silver  nitrate,  or  may  be  converted 


o  metal  by  heating,  or  may  be  dried  and  kept  in  the  form  of 
oxide. 

Calcium  Hydroxide  (M.  W.  P.— 221/37).— It  is  not  usual  to 
add  the  "exact"  amount  of  water  to  quicklime  in  order  to 
slake  it.  The  quantity  is  generally  roughly  estimated.  If,  for 
example,  a  dry  slaked  lime  is  required,  the  quicklime  is  treated 
with  about  one-third  of  its  weight  of  water.  The  product 
(calcium  hydroxide)  is  then  in  the  form  of  light  powdery  masses, 
which  are  sifted  to  remove  gross  impurities,  and  it  is  usually 
dry  enough  for  all  practical  purposes.  As  to  the  piurification  oi 
the  product,  this  is  rather  a  matter  depending  on  the  state  of 
purity  of  the  quicklime.  The  purest  is  obtaiiH>d  from  selected 
pieces  of  marble  or  Iceland  spar,  and  the  burning  is  effe<rted 
out  of  contact  with  solid  fuel,  and  there  are  all  grades  od  purity 
between  the  slaked  lime  obtained  from  marble  and  that  obtained 
from  impure  limestone  burnt  in  contact  with  solid  fuel.  Tha 
British  Pharmaoopoeia  requires  mao-bl©  as  the  source  of  the 
(calcium  oxide,  and  in  preparing  lime  water  the  hydroxide  pro- 
duced from  the  oxide  is  first  washed  with  distilled  water  to 
eliminate  chlorides.   We  know  of  no  special  hook  on  the  subject. 

Solidifying  Petroleum  (E.  M.  H.— 221/50).— Many  processes 
have  been  described  in  the  P.J.,  all  the  subjects  of  patents 
as  far  as  we  can  discover.  The  rough  particulars  of  one  of  the 
processes  are :  — Stearin  is  heated  for  several  hours  at  100°  to 
120°  C,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  concentrated  hydrochloric 
acid.  The  best  results  ai-e  obtained  hy  introducing  freshly 
evolved  gaseous  liydroohloric  acid'  into  the  melted  fat.  The  mix- 
ture is  then  cooled,  whereby  stearin  is  separated  in  a  solid  state. 
This  preliminary  treatment  renders  the  stearin  soluble  at  normal 
temperature  in  petroleum.  Of  this  stearin,  0'5  to  6  per  cent,  is 
dissolved  in  the  petroleum,  and  the  solution  is  heat«d  an  a  closed 
vessel  to  70°  to  100°  C,  according  to  the  nature  of  tihe  hydrocarbon. 
At  this  temperature  an  equally  hot  saturated  solution  of  sodium 
hydroxide  in  pure  or  carburetted  alcohol  (alcohol-benzin)  is 
added  to  the  first  solution,  the  proportion  of  the  second  solution 
being  about  double  that  of  the  stearin,  namely,  1  to  10  per 
cent.  On  cooling,  the  liquid  uniformly  solidifies,  and  is  ready 
for  use.  These  particulars  appeared  in  the  P.J.  of  January  14, 

1911.  page  39.  Other  processes  are  described  in  the  P.J.  of 
April  20.  1912,  page  514  (this  has  a  casein  basis),  P.J.  of  June  8, 

1912,  page  749  (this  has  a  glue  basis),  and  P.J.  July  27,  1912,  page 
110  (stearin  basis  with  methylated  spirit).  To  these  we  must  refer 
you,  a.s  space  will  not  permit  of  our  giving  details. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Powder  Weighing  and  Folding  Machine  (161/4).— MsJcenT 
Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Where 
obtainable  ? 

THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 

SUNDAY,  November  II. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 
10  a.m.,  Company  parade  Headquarters  for  bayonet 
fighting,  &c.  9  15  a.m..  partrj-  for  musketry  parade  Pen- 
church  Street  for  Purfieet.  "Uniform,  marching  order, 
without  pack.  Rations  to  be  carried.  Names  of  men 
eligible  tu  go  are  posted  at  headquarters,  and  also  those- 
uf  all  men  who  have  not  done  grouping. 

Wednesday,  November  14. — 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon 
para'le  Headquarters. 
Thursday,  November  15. — 3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoona  parad* 
Headquarters.  N.B.— .Ml  men  must  obtain  complete  equipment  from  head- 
quarters at  once. 

WEDNESDAY,  November  14. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.— Meeting  at  3  p.m.,  in  the 
Organic  LeotnreTheatre,  Chemical  Department,  The  University.  Lecture 
by  Mr.  E.  G.  Gaul,  M.Sc,  Ph.C,  on  "Bacteriology  in  its  Relation  to- 
Pharmacy."' 

The  Thames  Valley  District  Pharmacists'  Association.— Annual 

Meeting  at  3  p.m.  at  the  Scotch  Caft',  Kingston-on-Thames. 

THURSDAY,  November  15. 

North  London  Pharmacists'  Association.- Fireside  Social,  at  The 
Progressive  Pharmacy  Club,  Arundel  Hotel,  Embankment,  W.C.  2,  7  to- 
10.30  p.m.   Light  refreshments,  6d.  each.    Ladies  invited. 

FRIDAY,  November  16. 
The  School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Association.- Meeting  at  5  p.m.» 
in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  for  the  election  of  oRiceri. 

THURSDAY.  November  22. 
West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Rssex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists.  — As  the  Koom  in  Karlham  Hall  is  not  available 

on  November  15,  the  meeting  announced  for  that  date  has  bsen  postponed 
to  November  22.    Particulars  of  the  meeting  will  be  sent  to  members. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.   It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
ol  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
Bngland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Bussla,  Spain,  Switzerland.  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES: 
EOrrOR:  CENTRAL  13413. 

Society :  Museum  3226.- 
Publishers :  Holborn  174. 


TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 
EDITOR:   "PHAHMAKON,  LONDON.' 

Society;  "  Bremridge,  London." 
Publishers:  "  Pharmads,  London. 


EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17.  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 

-   ■   ■  _  _  

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

Benevolent  Fund  Contribution :  an  Omission. 

The  following  contribution  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  was 
inadvertently  omitted  from  the  Council  list:— J.  E.  Monaghan, 
of^Balham  High  Road,  "proceeds  of  box  on  weighing  machine," 

War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex,  1911. 

This  Addendum,  which  comprises  formulae  to  replace  prepara- 
tions containing  glycerin  and/or  sugar  withdrawn  from  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  1914-,  and  also  from  a  number  of  the 
more  commonly  used  glycerin-  and  sugar-containing  prepara- 
tions included  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  is 
now  ready  and  on  sale.  The  published  price  is  Is.  net,  or 
Is.  2d.  post  free,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Press,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  "W.C.I.  As 
the  Addendum  is  an  indispensable  standard  of  reference  for  all 
dispens:ng  purposes,  and  also  takes  rank  as  a  presumptive 
standard  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  it  is  a  pre-requisite 
for  all  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  wholesaling,  dispensing,  or 
retailing  of  the  preparations  for  which  it  gives  formulae.  Early 
application  should  therefore  be  made  by  persons  desirous  of 
procuring  copies  of  the  publication, 

Limitations  of  Space. 

Now  that  the  winter  session  of  Local  Associations  and  other 
'idies  is  approaching  its  perigee,  the  pressure  of  Association 
lid  similar  reports  threatens  to  exclude  all  other  matter  from 
■  IT  columns.    For  weeks  past  we  have  been  obliged  to  hold 
isr  or  cancel  much  material  of  more  than  passing  pharmaceu- 
cal  interest  and  importance.    If  this  section  of  the  contents 
t  the  .Journal  is  not  to  be  completely  avalanched,  we  must, 
owever  reluctantly,   still  more  stringently  oondenss  reports 
meetings,  and  in  this  connection  authors  of  reports,  letters, 
ind  like  communications  can  materially  assist  us-by  striving  to 
confine  themselrcs  to  the  essential  elements  in  the  subject 
intended  for  publication.    The  process  of  elimination  or  com- 
T>re«sion  can  always  be  more  satisfactorily  effected  at  the  source 
■  lan  in  the  lower  reaches  of  a  stream — so  crowded  with  flotsam 
lat  it  is  hardly  possible  to  distinguish  bf  tween  debris  and 
K'^'und  struotoral  gtnS. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

TARIFF   TERMS  FOR  1918. 

The  proposals  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  1918  were  simple  and  direct  in  their  character, 
involving  as  they  did  the  supersession  of  the  Departmental 
Committee's  graduated  scale  of  fees  by  two  flat  rate  fees 
and  la  profit  basis  instead  of  a  fee  for  appliances.  The  two 
main  features  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive's  proposals 
were  an  increase  of  remuneration  and  a  simplificatioii  of  the 
scale  of  fees.  The  latter  was  designed  to  prevent  the  con- 
fusion that  arose  both  in  the  chemist's  mind  and  that  of  the 
pricing  official  regarding  the  extemporaneous  and  non^ 
extertlporaneous  fees  of  the  Departmental  Committee's 
graduated  scale.  The  new  fiat  rate  fees  suggested,  whilst 
removing  the  doubt  regarding  the  extemporaneous  fee,  did 
introduce  the  risk  of  unequal  distribution  of  the  remuneration 
if  itihe  class  of  prescsribing  in  any  patticular  place 
charged  firom  the  present  style  to  one  tha^  included  more 
of  the  exjtemfporaneous  type  of  prescriptions,  such  as 
suppositories,  pills,  etc.  It  was  one  of  the  advantages 
of  the  Local  Associations  Executive's  proposals  that  any 
changes  in  the  class  of  prescribing  brought  about  by  the 
introduction  of  the  new  fees  would  inevitably  have  raised  the 
standard  of  National  Health  Li.surance  prescriptions.  The  pre- 
sent tendency  to  stock-formula  prescribing  would,  if  the  Local 
Associations  Executive's  flat  rate  fees  were  adopted,  receive 
little  or  no  encouragement  from  any  quarter.  This  change, 
whilst  undoubtedly  beneficial  to  the  insured  person,  might 
temporarily  have  been  a  disadvantage  to  the  individual  phar- 
macist ;  ultimately,  however,  pharmacy  was  certain  to  be 
the  gainer,  since  the  fees  would  have  been  brought  into  line 
with  the  better  type  of  prescriptions.  It  does  not  follow  that 
this  would  have  meant  an  ultimate  increase  of  cost  for  medical 
benefit.  Pharmacists  have  always  maintained  that  the 
"  repeats"  and  "stock"  prescriptions  are  really  in  the  long 
run  extravagant  and  a  material  cause  of  over-sipending.  Tliis  is 
proved  in  the  case  of  Scotland,  where  these  two  evils  are  almost 
non-existent,  and  while  the  average  value  of  the  prescrip- 
tion there  is  higher  than  in  England,  discounting  is  unknown, 
although  under  the  terms  of  the  Scottish  agreement 
liability  to  it  etill  continues.  It  is  with  regret  that 
we  have  to  announce  that  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
do  not  appreciate  this  point  of  view ;  they  are  ap- 
parently too  technically  bound  by  the  official  inter- 
pretation of  the  Departmental  Committee's  recommenda- 
tions. The  Commissioners  have,  as  will  be  seen  from  our 
rei^ort  of  the  Conference  of  Representatives  from  District 
Meetings,  given  on  page  233,  declined  to  accept  that  part  of 
the  Local  Associations  Executive's  proposals  for  1918,  which 
are  held  by  them  to  involve  departures  from  the  Departmental 
Committee's  report.  They  have,  however,  granted  an  in- 
crease of  remuneration  of  0'45d.  per  prescription  for  1918,  this 
addition  being  given  because  the  Commissioners  realise  that 
pharmacists  must  have  a  greater  return  from  Insurance  dig- 
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pensing  to  meet  the  present  conditions.  The  new  scale  of 
fees  will  be: — 

Mixtures.  liniments,  lotion'),  girdles,  inoutb-washes,  drops,  and 

01  cla 'SOS  of  liq  iid  moJicain  >ats  not,  specified  in  this  .scale,  re- 
quirnl  to  be  compou]\ded  or  i)icpared  by  lha  Chemist  t  — 

Pence  pel' 
Presciiption. 

(i)  Compounded  or  prepared  extemporaneously. .       ..  3'5S' 

(iil  .,  „       in  bulk  3-OS 

10intme:its.  pastes  and  confections    4-35 

(Emulsions   4-75 

tPowdcrs,  not  exceeding  6    3'95 

,,      over  6  and  not  exce='ding  12  ..       ..       ..  515 

,,      each  extra  dozen  or  part  of  a  dozen  ..  12 

tPowders,  mixed  bulk   3  95 

ICaChets,  not  exceeding  G    513 

„         over  6  an  1  n  t  exceeding  12    6-35 

,,         eacli  extra  half-dozen  or  part  ot  half-dozen  ..       ..  '  1-2 

I  Pills,  not  exceedinK  24   6-35 

„      each  extra  two  dozen  or  part  of  two  dozen        ..       ..  12 

(Piasters    7-55 

IBiisters   .,  ..  4-75 

i  Suppositories,  pessaries,  bougies,  capsules,  smpoules, 

p  ist'lles.  lozenges,  not  exceedini;  6    7  55 

(Suppo-iitories,  pessaries,  bougies,  capsules,  ampoule?, 

pastilles,  lo  enge«,  over  6  and  jiot  exceeditig  12      ..       ..  8  75 
'Suppositories,  pessaries,  bougies,  cap-ules,  ampoules, 

pastilles,  lozenges,  each  extra  doz.  or  part  of  doz   1'2 

(Granules   1115 

ITablets,  not  exceeding  12    9  55 

,,       each  extra  dozen  or  part  of  a  dozen  ..       ..       0  8 

1  These  fees  are  chargeable  only  where  th^  medicament  is  required 
to  bs  compounded  or  prepared  by  the  chemist. 


Appliances   fSS 

Any  solid  or  liquid  drug  or  preparation  ordered  alone 

and  not  required  to  be  compounded  or  prepared  by  the  % 
chemist     2  55 


Ihe  fees  set  out  in  heavy  type  are  those  which  apply  to 
the  majority  of  the  prescriptions,  and  it  will  he  observed 
that  the  0-45cl.,  when  added  to  the  smaller  fees,  represents  fa 
notable  addition  to  the  remuneration,  if  reckoned  in  terms  of 
percentage  on  these  fees.  The  total  sum  per  annum  repre- 
sented by  this  extra  0"45d.  per  prescription  is  not  less,  and 
probably  more,  than  £52,000.  The  deputation  which  placed 
the  proposals  before  the  Commissioners  obtained  the  assurance 
that  if  the  Society  (or  any  Pharmaceutical  Committee)  should 
feel,  in  the  course  of  their  check  of  the  prescriptions,  that  a 
particular  Bureau  does  rmt  appear  to  be  adopting  sound  prin- 
.ciples  in  the  exercise  of  their  discrimination  as  io  what  are 
ror  are  not  extemporaneous  prescriptions,  the  Commissioners 
would  be  prepared  to  consider  the  matter  with  a  view  to 
arranging  for  an  informal  discussion  at  the  Bureau  between 
representatives  of  the  Bureau,  the  Commissioners,  and  the 
Society,  and,  if  necessary,  the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee. This  is  a  step  in  the  direction  of  security  that  will 
be  welcomed  by  pharmacists,  since  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee's j'cals  of  fees  is  to  continue  in  use.  Amongst  the 
numerous  points  brought  to  the  Commissioners'  notice  by  the 
deputation,  two  or  three  deserve  special  mention.  The 
abolition  of  the  Rural  Area  and  the  Repeat  Prescription  difficul- 
ties was  asked  for,  and  both  overtures  were  rejected  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  ground  that  their  arrangements  with 
medical  men  were  such  that,  although  they  appreciated  the 
arguments  put  forward  by  the  deputation,  they  were  unable 
at  the  present  time  to  m.ike  any  change.  This  is  a  disap- 
pointing result,  but  it  is  obvious  that  nothing  more  can  be 
done  until  the  panel  practitioners  who  are  at  present  on  active 
service  ret'..rn  During  their  absence  the  Commissioners  are 
unlikely  to  take  any  steps  that  might  in  any  way  lessen  the 
.••t  muneration  of  panel  practitioners  as  such. 

The  special  allowances  obtained  by  the  deputation  on  behalf 
of  pharmacists  in  respect  of  oxygen,  sera,  and  vaccines  are 
a  distinct  improvement.  A  6d.  fee  is  to  be  allowed  in  respect 
of  each  of  these  prescriptions,  and  in  the  case  of  oxygen  an 
oxtTH  6d.  per  week  v  ill  be  allowed  for  hire  of  fittings  and  6d. 
per  week  .for  biro  of  cylinder  (after  first  fourteen  days),  plus 
<?ost  of   ea.Tiage.      The  fee  for  the  oxygen  cannot  by  any 


standard  be  said  to  be  generous,  but  it  is  a  step  forward 
towards  payment  for  the  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
its  supply.  'J'he  deputation  which  waited  upon  the  Commis- 
sioners deserve,  the  thanks  of  all  panel  pharmacists  for  the 
eft'ective  way  in  which  the  case  was' presented  to  the  Com- 
missioners, and  the  Conference  justly  rendered  those  thanks, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  registering  a  vigorous  protest  against 
the  non-acceptance  by  the  Commissioners  of  some  of  the  Local 
Associations  Executive's  proposals.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  reasoned  statement  so  fully  and  forcibly  submitted  to 
the  Commissioners  embodied  the  final  generalisations  and  results 
of  the  prolonged,  exhaustive,  and  pain.staking  labours  of  the 
Tariff  Investigation  Sub-Committee  of  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  and  of  the  subsequent  sedulous  and  systematic 
deliberations  and  findings  of  the  Local  Associations  Committee 
as  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  first  Central  Conference  on 
September  19.  All  this  toilsome  and  responsible  course  of 
preparation  fnd  propaganda  was  not  spectacular  or 
histrionic,  because  necessarily  most  of  it  had  to  be 
done  in  camera,  but  it  nevertheless  entailed  an 
enormous  burden  of  anxious  thought  and  strenuous  toil.  We 
feel  .sure,  therefore,  that  the  Conference  on  November  12,  in 
expressing  sucJi  cordial  appreciation  of  the  aer\'iccs  of  the 
bodies  named  and  also  of  the  capable  and  inspiring  leader 
ship  of  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  E.  T.  Neatliercoat),  was  truly 
aiiticipa.ting  what  is  certain  to  be  the  verdict  of  the  country 
in  that  regard. 

Both  the  Local  Associations  Executive  Committee  and  the 
Conference  decided  that  it  was  advisable  to  accept  the  Com 
missioners'  offer,  and  recommended  pharmacists  to  continue 
on  the  panel  for  1918.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  pharmacists 
v/ill  loyally  abide  by  these  decisions,  and  provide  aji  adequate 
and  satisfactory  panel,  since  this  is  expected  by  the  Commis- 
sioners as  a  return  for  the  concessions  made  by  them.  The 
disappointment  felt  by  individual  pharmacists  that  particular 
proposals  touching  their  own  interests  closely  have  not  been 
carried  will  not  we  feel  sure,  prevent  their  loyally  abiding  by 
the  decision  to  accept  service  for  1918. 


THE  STOCKING  OP  MINERALISED  METHYLATED 
SPIRIT  AND  THE  SALE  OF  COMPOUNDS  CON- 
TAINING IT  BY   UNLICENSED  VENDORS. 

On  October  29  the  subjoined  letter  was  addressed  by  our 
Editorial  department  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Customs 
and  Excise  : — 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Minister  of 
Munitions  on  the  supply  and  sale  by  retail  of  mineralised 
methylated  spirit,  many  chemists  and  druggists  who  hold 
licences  for  the  sale  by  retail  of  this  spirit  are  contem- 
plating non-renewal  of  their  licences,  and  are  inquiring 
of  us  as  to  what,  as  unlicensed  vendors,  their  position 
would  be  in  the  following  respects  : — 

1.  Can  they  lawfully  receive  and  stock  mineralised 
methylated  .spirit?  According  to  the  Regulations,  un- 
licensed persons  may  receive  a  quantity  not  exceeding 
four  gallons  from  a  retailer. 

2.  It  lis  understood  that  no  licence  is  required  for  the 
sale  of  the  four  Pharmacopoeial  liniments  for  which  the 
Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  permit  the  use  of  methy- 
lated spirit.  Is  it  permissible  for  an  unlicensed  chemist 
and  druggist  to  sell  such  .spirit  if  and  only  it  is  an  in- 
gredient in  a  medical  prescription  or  domestic  recipe  for 
medicinal  purposes? 

3.  A  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  in  methylated  spirit 
is  a  typiciil  example  of  the  medical  prescription,  and  a 
paint  for  eczema,  consisting  of  equal  parts  of  soft  soap, 
wood-tar,  and  mineralised  methylated  spirit  of  the 
domestic  recipe. 

I  shall  be  gieatly  obliged  if  you  can  favour  me  with 
an  opinion  on  the  f(jrecroiiig  points,  as  T  am  rhost  anxious 
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to  give  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  such 
guidance  as  shall  keep  them  in  conformity  with  the  law 
on  the  subject.  In  view  of  the  urgency  of  the  question, 
may  I  crave  the  favour  of  an  earlj'  reply,  so  that  if  possible 
I  may  be  able  to  make  some  reference  to  the  matter  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Journal,  which  goes  to  press  on 
Thursday  of  this  week. 
The  following  reply  was  received  on  November  13 : — 

Custom  House,  London,  E.C.3,  Nov.  12,  1917. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Customs  and 
Excise  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  that  it  is  not  illegal  tor  an  unlicensed  person  to 
receive  a  quantity  of  mineralised  methylated  spirit  not 
exceeding  four  gallons  from  a  retailer  of  methylated  spirit, 
nor  is  it  necessary  for  a  chemist  to  hold  a  methylated 
spirit  retailer's  licence  for  the  sale  of  lotions,  in  which 
methylated  spirit  is  an  ingredient,  which  are  intended  for 
outward  apolication.— I  am,  Sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Btrne. 

The  Editor,  Pharmartulical  Journal, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 

NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN' S. 


Hospital  Dispensers  Under  the  Eastern  Command. 

On  Mondav,  Mr.  Forster,  Financial  Secretary  of  the  War 
OfiBce.  replving  to  Mr.  Rowlands  ^Liberal,  Dartford),  said  ho 
was  considering  the  conditions  of  the  employment  of  chemists 
and  dispensers  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Eastern  Command. 

Mr.  Rowlands  alleged  in  his  question  that  these  men  were 
originally  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £2  2s.  weekly  with  rations, 
-he  value  of  which  was  reckoned  at  12s.  3d.  weekly.  Seventeen 
months  ago  an  allowance  of  6s.  3d.  weekly  was  made  in  lieu 
of  these  rations.  Mr.  Rowlands  declared  that  war  bonuses  of 
Us.  or  15s.  weekly  tiacT  been  given  to  the  other  civilian  em- 
ployees of  the  hospitals,  while  the  chemists  and  dispensers  only 
received  a  bonus  of  4s.  a  week  from  January  1,  1917. 

Mr.  Rowlands  therefore  asked  whether,  seeing  that  this  sum, 
together  with  the  63.  3d.  allowed,  does  not  come  up  to  the 
original  value  of  the  rations  in  kind,  the  War  Office  would  not 
consider  the  claims  of  the  chemists  and  dispensers  to  an  in- 
crease of  their  war  bonus  Mr.  Forster  did  not  go  beyond  the 
reply  that  he  was  having  the  matter  considered. 

Patented  Processes  (Trade  Marks  for  Chemicals). 

Sir  Richard  Cooper  (National  Party,  W^alsall)  on  Monday 
asked  the  Minister  for  Reconstruction  whether,  in  view  of  the 
readjustment  of  trade  relations  owing  to  the  war,  he  would 
procure  for  the  .public  the  use  of  the  names  of  chemical  sub- 
stances formerly  made  by  patented  processes  in  cases  where 
these  names  were  now  registered  by  alien  enemies  as  trade 
marks. 

Dr.  Addison  (Minister  of  Reconstruction)  replied  that  he 
would  co.nsider  the  suggestion. 

Sir  Richard  Cooper  also  asked  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  (repre- 
senting the  National  Health  Insurance  Commissioners)  whether 
ho  was  aware  that  inconvenience  was  caused  in  the  prescription 
of  medicines  under  the  National  Insurance  Acts  because  of  the 
continuance,  by  means  of  registered  trade  marks,  of  enemy 
monopolies  in  the  names  of  drugs  and  chemicals  formerly  made 
under  patented  proce.sses. 

Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  replied  that  he  was  unaware  that  diffi- 
culties of  this  kind  had  arisen  in  the  work  of  National  Health 
Insurance.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  doctor  attending  an  insured 
p(  i-3on  to  prescribe  the  proper  drugs  and  medicines  needed  for 
efficient  treatment. 

Sir  Richard  asked  Sir  Edwin  whether  he  was  aware  that  this 
continued  monopoly  in  the  names  of  chemical  substances  made 
by  processes  in  which  the  patents  had  expired  increased  the  cost 
of  drugs  chargeable  to  the  Drug  Fund  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act.  Would  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  ho  asked, 
represent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  such  names  should  bo  re- 
moved from  the  register  of  trade  marks? 

Sir  Edwin  replied  that  thie  point  waa  being  cc'.isidored 
al  really  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Home  Sc(;rftary  (Sir  George  (Jave)  stjted  on  Tuesday 
tfiat  ho  hoped  soon  to  arrange  a  date  on  which  ho  could  re- 
"1  a  deputation  from  certain  associations  opposed  to  the 
f>irninal  Law  Amendment  Bill.  He  had. promised  to  see  this 
deiputatioD  before  th'e  Bill  was  again  taken  in  the  Houee. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 

CONFERENCE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES  FROM 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

THIS  Conference,  which  was  called  on  unavoidaibly  short 
notice  to  consider  the  Commissioners'  reply  to  the  Tariff 
proposals  for  1918,  appix>v<xl  by  the  Central  Conference 
on  September  19  and  prcseiit/od  to  the  Comiriissioners 
by  a  deputation  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
Octdber  29,  wa.s  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  Loudon,  on 
November  12.  Tlie  Vice-Pbksident  ocouijiod  the  chair,  and  was 
suppuited  by  Mfcssrs.  F.  J.  Gibson,  C.  E.  A.  Goode,  A.  H.  Jenkin, 
J.  Keall,  P.  F.  Row&ell,  and  11.  Skinner,  together  with  Messrs. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  and  G.  A.  Mallinson. 

The  following  representatives  were  present: — A.  C.  Allen, 
Swindon  ;  G.  B.  Baniarii,  London  ;  T.  Bentley,  Stoke-on-Trent ; 
W.  li.  Clubb,  Liverpool ;  A.  H.  Culverhoiise,  Slieflield  ;  Charles 
Davis,  Leamington;  J.  E.  French,  Sittingbourne ;  William 
Forster,  Seaham  Harbour;  H.  C.  Goodail,  Oxford;  John 
Hague,  Lincoln;  W.  J.  Hallett,  Bath;  A:  Hershberg,  Man- 
chester; Jas.  Kershaw,  Roclidale  ;  J.  Kirkpatrick,  West  Hani; 
'  A.  R.  Melhuish,  London  ;  J.  H.  Nidd,  Manchester  ;  A.  S.  Price, 
Birmingham;  H.  Roberts,  Leeds;  Percy  Robinson,  Norwich; 
W.  J.  Scaoles,  Eccles;  E.  H.  Simmon.s,  Salford ;  E.  Skues, 
London;  T.  Smitli,  Birmingham;  J.  S.  Snell,  Aocrington ; 
P.  W.  Swire,  Hahfax;  Clias.  G.  Yates,  Brighton. 

Telegraphic  expressions  of  opinion  were  received  from  dele- 
gates unable  to  attend. 

The  Vice-President,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  made  a 
categorical  survey  of  the  subjoined    official  replies  from  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Commissions  (England  and  Wales). 
National  Health  Insurance  Commission  (England), 
Buckingham  Gate,  London,  S.W.  1. 

November  6th,  1917. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  National  Health  Insurance  Commission 
(England),  to  refer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  and  to  the 
subsequent  negotiations  with  reference  to  the  terms  of  service 
for  chemists  supplying  drugs,  etc.,  to  insured  persons  in  England 
for  the  year  1918. 

WitJi  rcgaid  to  the  main  proposals  of  the  Society,  their  objects 
are,  it  is  understood,  two-fold,  viz., 

(i)  To  secure  an  increased  payment  to  the  chemists. 

(ii)  To  substitute  two  flat  rates  for  the  existing  graduated 
scale  of  dispensing  fees. 

Dealing  first  with  (ii),  the  Commissioners  have  given  the 
fullest  consideration  to  the  arguments  put  forwaid  by  the 
'  deputation,  but  they  are  unable  to  agree  that  any  grounds  have 
been  shown  which  would  justify  them  in  making  the  departure 
from  the  principles  of  the  present  Tariff  involved  in  the  pro- 
posed substitution.  These  pr.nciples  are  dealt  with  at  length 
in  the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  (Od.  8062),  and 
their  partial  abandonment  would,  the  Commissioners  are  oon- 
vuiced,  be  a  retrograde  step  of  far-reaching  character.  The 
Commissioners  have  no  doubt,  after  the  discussion  which  took 
place,  that  the  serious  nature  of  their  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed substitution  is  recognised  by  the  Society. 

With  regard  to  (i),  the  Commissioners,  after  carefully  con- 
sidering the  representations  put  forward  by  the  deputation,  are 
satisfied  that  a  case  has  been  made  out  for  an  addition  to  the 
existing  fees  by  reason  of  the  steady  increase  in  business 
expenses  which  chemists  have  been  required  to  meet  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  they  have  obtained  the  authority  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  an  additional  allowance  of  ■45d.  per  prescrip- 
tion for  the  year  1918.  This  allowance,  together  with  the-0'3d. 
allowance  already  granted,  which  will  be  continued  for  1918, 
will  constitute  an  a>ddition  to  the  dispensing  fees  of  0-75d.  per 
prescription  for  that  year  on  account  of  war  conditions. 

The  granting  of  this  allowance  is  conditional  upon  a  satisfac- 
tory and  adequate  pharmaceutical  service  being  secured  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  Society  will  be 
prepared  to  recommend  panel  chemists  throughout  the  country 
to  accept  service  on  the  revised  terms,  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  Commissioners  in  all  things  necessary  to  secure  that  the 
pharmaceutical  service  for  insured  persons  will  be  continued  for 
1918  on  adequate  and  satisfactoi-y  lines. 

With  regard  to  the  other  points  dealt  with  in  the  memorandum 
forwarded  with  the  Society's  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  am  to 
set  out  below  a  brief  summary  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by 
the  Commissioners  after  full  consideration  of  the  arguments 
put  forward  by  the  deputation 

Price  Lists. 

No  difficulty  is  anticipated  by  the  Commissioners  in  arriving 
at  an  agreement  with  the  Society  as  to  the  wholesale  price  lists 
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to  be  used  in  calculating  tho  Tariff  ingredient  prices.  The 
matter  will  be  discussed  in  detail  at  an  interview  shortly  to  be 
arranged  between  representatives  of  the  Comrriissioneis  and  tho 
Society. 

Poison  Bottles. 

TJie  Commissioners  propose  to  modify  the  Regulations  so  as  to 
provide  for  poison  bottles  being  supplied  on  the  deposit  system, 
as  is  at  piescnt  tho  case  with  all  other  bottles. 

Ointment  Containers.  . 

The  cxpeii.ses  of  chemists  in  the  provision  of  these  containers 
clearly  form  part  of  their  establislunent  expenses.  The  repre- 
sentations under  this  head,  however,  'have  been  taken  into 
account  in  determining  the  additional  fee  of  0.45d.,  which  is  a 
.s.iijfhtly  higher  fee  than  would  otherwise  have  been  fixed. 
Oxygen,  Sera,  and  Vaccines. 

The  proposal  that  renuinoration  in  respect  of  these  drugs 
Bhould  be  calculated  partly  by  moans  of  a  percentage  addition 
to  the  cost  of  the  paiticular  quantity  supplied  is  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Tariff,  and  not  one,  therefore,  to  which  the 
Ooinniissioners  are  able  to  agree.  Further,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  a  flat  rate  for  establishment  expenses  applicable  to 
all  transactions,  whatever  be  their  nature,  cannot  properly  be 
considered!  in  relation  alone  to  particular  transactions  of  an 
admittedly  exceptional  character.  The  only  ques.tion  which,  in 
the  view  of  thfe  Commissioners,  arises  in  connection  with  tho 
desire  for  special  arrangements  under  this  head  is  whether  the 
particular  transactions  in  question  are  likely  to  arise  in  the 
case  of  an  individual  chemist  with  such  freq"uency  as  to  place 
him  at  a  disadvantage  under  a  system  of  recoupment  of  estab- 
lishment expenses  by  means  of  a  flat  rate  per  transaction.  The 
Commissioners  entertain  doubts  on  this  point,  but  in  view  of 
the  strong  representations  of  the  Society,  they  have  decided, 
though  with  hesitation,  to  provide  for  special  fees.  These  fees 
are  indicated  below,  and  include,  in  the  view  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, an  addition  to  the  ordinary  fees  amply  compensating  for 
any  disabilities  which  might  otherwise  arise  from  an  unusual 
degree  of  frequency  of  prescriptions  of  this  nature  in  the  case 
of  an  individual  chemist. 

Sera  and  vaccines    6d.  per  prescription. 

Oxygen   f   6d.  per  prescription. 

For  us©  by  patient  of  cylinder,  6d.  per  week  (or  part 

of  a  week)  after  the  first  fourteen  days. 
For  use  by  patient  of  fittings.  6d.  per  week  or  part  of 
a  week. 

Actual  oariiagc  charges  to  the  chemist. 
Spread  Plasters,  Oiled  Silk,  and  Gutta  Percha  Tissue. 

The  Commissioners  propo,se  to  insert  in  the  new  Tariff  a  pro- 
vision providing,  in  oases  where  the  size  ordered  is  not  a  multiple 
of  4  square  inches,  for  the  price  to  be  calculated  on  the  basis 
of  tho  next  higher  multiple  of  4  square  inches.  It  will,  however, 
continue  to  be  incumbent  upon  the  chemist  to  supply  the  exact 
size  ordered. 

Sanatorium  Prescriptions. 

The  matter  would  not  appear,  after  discussion,  to  l)c  one  calling 
for  general  action  of  the  nature  .suggested. 

Rural  Areas. 

The  effect  of  the  suggested  alteration  to  Article  12  (1)  of  the 
1913  Regulations  would  be  to  deprive  the  rural  practitioner  of 
his  present  right  to  dispense  for  his  insured  pa+ienti}  if  he  s>o 
desires.  The  matter  is,  therefore,  one  which  concerns  ihe  medical 
profession,  and  it  has  been  noted  for  consideration,  at  a  more 
convenient  opportunity. 

Repeat  Prescriptions. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  case  under  this  head  is 
reasonably  met  at  the  nresent  time  by  Article  11  of  the  Medical 
Benefit  Regulations,  1916. 

Duplicate  Prescription  Forms. 

The  Commissioners  understand  that  duplicate  prescription 
fonns  are  already  supplied  in  most  areas.  In  any  event,  the 
matter  is  essentially  one  for  local  consideration. 

Methylated  Prescriptions. 

The  Commi.s-sioners  agree  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  no 
doubt  shouhl  exist  as  to  the  interpretation  to  bo  placed  on  an 
order  for  a  liniment  of  which  there  is  a  methylated  variety,  and 
they  propose  to  incorporate  in  the  new  Tariff  a  provision  dealing 
with  this  point. 
Medicated  Waters. 

As  indicated  to  the  deputation,  the  Commissioners  aro  of 
■©pinion  that  there  is  room  for  doubt,  also,  in  the  case  of  pre- 


scriptions for  medicated  waters,  and  the  new  Tariff  will  clear  thi» 
up. 

Pricing  Office  Committees. 

As  explained  at  the  conference  with  reproaentativos  of  the 
Society,  the  controlling  bodies  of  the  Pricing  Offices  are 
appointed  by  tho  Insurance  Committees  comprising  the  group. 
1  he  Commissioners  have  no  power  of  apiK)inting  members,  nor 
do  they  consider  that  the  question  is  one  caUing  for  a<;tion  on 
their  part.  The  Pricing  Committees  in  every  case  have  on  their 
staff'  exi>ert  officers  capable  of  dealing  with  the  teohnioal  points 
iiivolvwl,  and  the  arrangements,  moreover,  provide  adequate 
facilities  for  dealing  with  any  disputes  as  to  pricing  which  may 
arise. 

Pharmaceutical  Committees'  Statutory  Funds. 

The  question  raised  under  this  head  with  regard  to  the  travel- 
ling expenses  of  members  of  Pharmaceutical  Committees  can 
only  be  dealt  with  by  legislation.  The  matter  i«  receiving  con- 
sideration, i 

Checking  Accounts  and  Prescriptions. 

The  decision  as  to  the  particulars  necos.sary  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  the  proscriptions  obviously  cannot  bo  vested  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  or  their  agents,  as  suggested.  Whilst 
tlie  Commissioners  would  be  prepared  to  make  uiquiries' where 
necossary  in  specific  instances,  tiiey  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  there  is  any  inclination  on  tho  part  of  any  Bureau"  to 
deprive  the  checking  body  of  information  to  w^hioh  they  are 
enti:led  or  to  delay  unutcessarily  the  transmission  of  prescriptions 
required  for  chocking  purposes. 
Prescription  Pricing. 

The  procedure  outlined  represents,  substantially,  the  present 
arrangements. 

Advisory  Committee. 

The  representations  of  the  Society,  under  this  head,  are  receiv- 
ing the  careful  consideratioif  of  the  Chairman  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Joint  Committee. 


In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  me  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing observations  with  regard  to  the  discussion  which  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  duty,  devolving  under  the  Tariff 
upon  Pricing  Bureaux,  of  distinguishing  between  proscriptions 
which  should  receive  the  extemporaneous  foe  and  those  which 
should  not.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  cases  where  dis- 
crimination, as  such,  is  necessary  constitute  a  very  small  pro- 
portion of  tlie  total  prescriptions,  ahd  that,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  no  question  can  arise,  for  example,  in  tho  case  of 
mixtures  which  constitute  over  70  per  cent,  of  tho  prescriptions 
issued. 

It  is  important,  as  the  Society  urge,  that  oa/reful  attention  should 
be  given  by  Bureaux  to  tliis  aspect  of  their  duties.  The  Com- 
missioners have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  necessary  dis- 
crimination, in  the  comparatively  few  cases  involved,  is,  in  fact, 
exercised  both  carefully  and  judiciously.  They  agree,  however, 
that  it  is  undesirable  that  any  fcehngs  of  doubt  as  to  whether 
this  is  the  case  should  exist,  and  I  am,  therefore,  to  state  that 
if  the  Society  should  feel,  in  the  course  of  their  check  of  the  pre- 
scriptions, that  a  particular  Bureau  does  not  appear  to  be 
adopting  sound  principles  in  the  exercise  of  their  discrimination, 
the  Commissioners  would  be  prepared  to  consider  the  matter 
with  a  view  to  arranging  for  an  informal  discussion  at  the 
Bureau  between  representatives  of  the  Bureau,  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  So<aety,  and.  if  necessary,  the  local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

(Signed)      R.  W.  Habbis. 

National  Health  lN.stiR.4NCE  Commission-  (Wales), 

CiTT  Hall, 

Cardiff. 
NOVKMBBR  7,  1917. 

The  (Secretary, 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Gi-eat  Britain. 
17,  Bloom^ury  Square, 
London,  W.C.l. 
Sir,  .   .  , 

I  am  directed  hy  the  Welsih  Insurance  (x>mmi8sioner8  to  refer 
to  the  negotiatioiis  with  reference  to  the  terms  of  service  of 
chemists  supplying  drugs,  etc.,  to  insured  persons  for  the  yeax 
1918,  and  to  state  that  they  have  heen  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  letter  addre?«ed  to  vour  Society  by  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Commission  (England),  dated  November  6,  1917,  and 
that  they  concur  in  the  terms  of  that  letter. 
I  am  to  add  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  very  glad  to  take 
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«p  with  the  Cardiff  Pricing  Establishment  or  with  the  two  Com- 
mittees t.hat  do  their  own  pricing  the  points  referred  to  in  the 
discussion  \sTbich  took  place  on  October  29  as  to  viarious  duties 
devolving  upon  Pricing  Establish  iu<'ntti  under  the  present 
arrangeaients. 

I  nm.  Sir, 

Your  dbedient  servitiit. 

(Signed)      HowEi.L  E.  Jamks." 

In  the  course  of  the  subsequent  general  discussion,  which 
lasted  several  hours,  numerous  questions  were  put  and  points 
raised  by  Messirs.  Yates,  Goodall,  AUon,  Kirkpatrick,  Hague, 
Robinson.  Hershberg,  Culverhouse,  Bentley,  Melhuish, 
Clubb,  Simmons,  Swire,  Dajvies,  Barnard,  Skues,  Forster. 
and  Scholes,  all  of  whom  expressed  cordial  appreciation  of 
tiho  services  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive,  under  the 
able  leadership  of  the  Vice-President. — Tihe  Ch.ubman  dealt 
with  the  various  questions  as  they  arose,  and  in  a  general 
reply  to  tiie  discussion  gave  further  explanations  and  sum- 
marised the  chief  features  of  the  Conference. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yates,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kirk- 
PATBICK,  it  was  imanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  this  Conference  of  Delegates  from  the  district 
meetings  recommends  the  pharmacists  of  the  country  to 
accept  the  teiTns  of  the  Coiiimiss:on<>Fs  for  Insurance  Dis- 
pensing for  1918." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yates,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kirkpat- 
rick. it  was  resolved,  with  acclamation,  that  the  special 
thanks  of  the  Conference  be  accorded  to  the  members  of  the 
deputation  who  represented  it  in  the  final  negotiations  with 
the  Commissioners:  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Good.^lL,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to 
the  Chairman,  who  was  described  by  the  prox>oser  of  the 
morion  as  having  excelled  himself  in  that  capacity  :  and  this 
having  been  briefly  acknowledged,  the  proceedings  ter- 
minated. 

A  full  report  of  the  Conierence  frowi  the  verbatim  record 
of  the  proceedings  vriW  be  circulated  shortly  to  all  Pharma- 
oeutical  Committees  in  Eng-land  and  Wales. 


PROPOSED  BRITISH  ASSOCIATION  OF 
CHEMISTS. 


On  Novembeir  10  a  meeting  attended  by  over  500  persons  was 
held  in  the  Municipal  School  of  Technology',  Manchester,  to 
consider  what  iteps  should  be  taken  to  form  an  Association  of 
Technical  Chemists,  to  the  members  of  which  the  title  of  chemist 
should  be  exclusively  reserved  by  law,  in  conformity  with  certain 
adequate  educatFonal  standards  and  tests.  Dr.  Alfred  Ree  who 
presided.  Dr.  R.  B.  Forster  (Manchester),  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Smith 
(BTrrrnGrham)  h-y'i-cr  explained  the  programme  of  the  movement, 
Mr.  Edmund  White  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Soriety, 
and  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemis- 
try), in  the  oouise  of  a  speech  which  obviously  impre.ssed  the 
meeting,  expressed  the  assurance  that  if  a  deputation  were 
•ent,  the  Council  of  the  Institute  would  receive  them  with 
every  sympathy.  He  reminded  them  that  the  Institute  set  a 
high  standard,  and  that  its  diplomates  were  therefore  highly 
qualified  persons,  but  they  recognised  the  changed  conditions 
which  had  been  brought  about  by  the  war,  and  would  endeavour 
to  mopt  thf-m.  The  Institute  and  its  activities  were  apparently 
Dot  well  known  to  many  people  in  this  country,  and  he 
favoured  the  9ugge^-t;ion  of  establishing  branches  throuiihout 
the  ooimtT^.  As  a  pharmacist  and  as  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  ho  was  prepared  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of 
chemists  as  defined  by  law;  but  he  realised  that  that  meeting 
did  not  wish  to  take  away  these  rights  by  force,  and  if  they 
approached  pharmacists  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  for  the 
common  good  the  result  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned.  He  would  remind  them  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Sofricty  had  never  interfered  with  the  use  of  the  title  rhemist 
unless  where  the  protection  of  the  public  in  the  sale  of  poisons 
was  ooin<-#med.  There  was  therefore  nothing  to  prevent  their 
using  the  title  chemist,  but  what  he  understood  thoy  wanted 
was  to  prevent  tho  chemist  and  druggist  from  using  it.  For 
this  they  must  have  registration  powers  and  cet  legislation  to 
efTect  it;  but  they  woidd  find  it  exceedinglj?  difficult  to  do  this. 
He  took  exception  to  the  remarks  of  a  previous  speaker  regard- 
ing the  knowledge  of  chemistry  required  by  phannarists.  So 
fa.'  afl  th'ir  qualifying  examination  was  concerned,  the  know- 
ledge of  chemistry  demanded  was  up  to  Inter-Science  standard, 
and  for  t!he  Major  ejcamjnation  was  in  some  respeot/S  beyond 


tliat  required  for  ordinary  B.Sc.  He  gave  a  historical  ar^oxiint 
of  the  evolution  of  the  chemist  and  druggist,  and  showed  that 
the  earliest  applications  of  chemistry  wore  in  pharmacy  and 
medicine,  and  that  when  tho  Pharmacy  Acts  wore  passed,  tho 
present-day  scicntilio  or  induslnal  fhcniist  simply  did  not  exist 
It  was  therefore  not  in  any  light  spirit  that  they  must  approach 
this  subject,  but  witih  a  proper  desire  to  put  matters  straight 
again,  bearing  in  mind  the  changes  which  had  taken  place 
since  these  Acts  were  passed.  The  Pharinacoiitical  Society 
would  protect  its  rights. 

After  a,  long  dis<.iiission,  in  which  Professor  Morgan  took  a 
prominent  part,  the  following  resolution  was  passed :—"  That 
before  the  Association  becomes  incorporated  uiidcr  the  ('om- 
panies  Act  a,  provisional  committee  should  approach  the  Insti- 
tute of  Chemistry  and  suggest  that  the  objects  mentioned  could 
be  best  attained  by  the  Instituife's  broadening  its  scope." 

The  representatives  of  the  Institute  assured  the  meeting  that 
the  proposal  would  have  sympathetic  consideration. 


LOCAL    INSURANCE  NEWS. 


London  County.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  waa 
held  at  Bank  Chambers,  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  on  Movember  13, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Hatfield  in  the  chair. — Apologies  were  received  from' 
Messrs.  Milner,  Skinner,  Wing,  and  Thompson.— A  discussioa 
took  place  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  pharmaceutical  service 
alleged  to  exist  in  the  East  End,  and  the  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  the  result  to  the 
Insurance  Committee.— Reports  were  submitted  from  the  Central 
Checking  Bureau  for  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1917,  show- 
ing that  the  margin  of  error  was  0'2  per  cent,  and  0-13  per 
cent,  respectively.  After  some  discussion  the  reports  were 
received  and  adopted. — A  resolution  was  received  from  tho 
South-West  London  Pharmacists'  Association  respecting  the 
tariff  prices  of  dressings,  etc.  Discussion  on  this  matter  was 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting  in  order  that  particulars  of 
specific  instances  may  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  for  their 
consideration. — As  a  matter  of  urgency  and  importance,  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  Hatfield,  introduced  the  report  of  the  Local 
Associations  Executive  on  the  tariff  negotiations  for  1918  set 
forth  in  P.S.  45.  The  Vice-Chaii-min,  Mr.  Barnard,  and  Mr. 
Melhuish  reported  particulars  of  the  special  conference  held  on 
Monday,  the  12th  inst.,  when  the  terms  were  fully  discussed  by 
the  delegates  from  the  district  meetings. — Mr.  Jenkin  then  gave 
an  outline  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive and  particulars  of  the  various  items  discussed  with  the 
Commissioners,  and  finally  agreed  to. — After  full  discussion  of 
the  report,  it  was  decided  to  call  a  meeiting  of  London  p^anel 
chemists  to  enable  the  Committee  to  thoroughly  'explain  the 
new  terms  for  1918  and  suibmit  their  views  thereon.  It  was 
further  resolved  that  the  meeting  shomjid  he  held  at  17,  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  on  Thursday,  November  22,  1917,  at  3  p.m. — A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Local  Associations 
Executive  and  to  Messrs.  Jenkin,  Melhuish,  Barnar<l,  and  Skues 
for  their  active  interest  and  the  able  manner  in  which  they  had 
carried  out  their  part  in  connection  with  the  negotiationa 
respecting  the  dispensing  terms  for  1918.-;— The  (Secretary  re- 
ported: — fa)  That  the  number  of  prescr'ptions  for  the  month  of 
August,  1917,  was  271,358:  total  cost,  £6,613  16s.;  average  cost 
per  prescription,  5'85d.  (b)  The  result  of  investigations  into  am 
irregularity  of  the  ptiarmaceutical  service  in  the  Western  area, 
(c)  'I'hat  the  account  for  the  checking  of  prefcriptions  for  the 
year  1917  was  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Finance  Sub-Com- 
rnittee,  who  have  recommended  that  the  matter  be  deferred 
until  the  next  meeting  in  order  that  adiustment  miy  be  made 
in  th«  checking  accounts  for  the  years  1916  and  1917.  fd)  That 
investigations  were  being  made  into  an  alleged  irregular  con- 
tract for  Insurance  dispensing,  (e)  That  a  report  and  statistics 
had  been  re^-oived  from  the  Central  Checking  Bureau  showing 
the  result  of  investigations  into  the  system  of  pricing  pilk.  (The 
C/omn>,ittpe  decided  that  a  list  of  pills  bearing  the  non-extem- 
porarjeous  fee  should  be  obtained  from  the  Pricing  Bureau  for 
consideration  at  the  nej^t  meeting.)  (f)  That  a  complaint  regard- 
ing the  non-observance  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1908.  in  the  North- 
western area  has  been  disposed  of  by  resignation  from  tho 
panel.  The  Secretary's  report,  was  then  adopted. — The  Com- 
mittee next  considered  the  proposal  of  sending  a  question  form 
to  each  panel  chemist  in  the  I^ndon  area,  and  after  some  dis- 
cussion it  was  decided  that  a  suitable  quest.ion  form  shnnid  be 
printed  and  circulated  to  panel  chemists,  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  information  on  any  question  concerning  National 
Insurance  dispensing. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


iSeeretariei  of  Pharmacsuiical  Atsocialwm  are  requeued  to  send  brief  reports  oj  ineelmga  for  publioatioH, 
ao  as  to  reach  the  Edttor  not   later   tha^  the    Wednesday  immediaieiy  following   the  date  of  meeting.] 


BATH. — At  the  annual  meeting,  held  on  October  23,  of  the 
Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association,  tlie  following  officers  were 
elected  for  tlie  ensuing  aession  :— President,  H.  Norris;  Vice-Pre- 
sidents, C  Jenliin  and  H.  (J.  Broad;  Hon.  Treasurer,  J.  W. 
Cooper;  Uommittee,  H.  J.  Bryant,  D.  A.  Evans,  H.  VV.  T. 
Gedge,  J.  G.  U.  Hawes,  E.  VV.  Loveless,  A.  E.  Mills,  R.  H. 
Moore,  E.  Rogers,  L.  Wilson;  Hon.  Sec,  W.  J.  HuUett.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  £4  16s.  6d. 

BIRMINGHAM.— Mr.  H.  Bookingham,  President,  took  the 
chair  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  held  at  the  University,  Birmingham.  The 
annual  report  recorded  the  deaths  of  a  member  (Mr.  J. 
Platts)  and  an  associate  (Mr.  B.  C.  Heath),  and  stated  that 
there  were  at  present  164  members  on  the  roll,  nineteen  asso- 
ciates, and  eight  subscribing  firms.  For  war  oliarities  £86  9s.  6d. 
had  been  raised  during  the  year,  and  a  special  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  ParUamentary  Representation  Fund  produced 
£42  4s.  6d.  The  iVIinimum  Prices  Uommittee  had  met  each 
month  and  fixed  minimum  prices  to  articles  affected  in  price 
by  the  war,  thus  preventing  retailers  disposing  of  old  stocks 
at  prices  below  their  present  value.  The  list  of  proprietaries 
had  been  enlarged,  and  was  brought  up  to  date  each  month 
to  include  all  recent  P.A.T.A.  changes  in  popular  goods.— The 
Peesident,  commenting  on  the  report,  said  thanks  were  due 
to  the  Minimum  Prices  Committee  for  the  excellent  work 
^accomplished.  The  financial  statement,  showing  a  credit  balance 
of  £22,  was  satisfactory,  but  he  was  disappointed  by  the  response 
to  the  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation 
Fund,  as  only  twenty-five  had  subscribed  out  of  about  200. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hampton,  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Francis, 
the  report  was  adopted.— Referring  to  the  work  of  the  Hos- 
pital Out-patients'  Dispensing  Committee,  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock 
suggested  that  as  many  of  the  patients  had  to  travel  consider- 
able distances  to  get  their  medicines,  some  arrangement  might 
be  made  whereby  these  could  be  obtained  from  the  local  phar- 
macist, who  could  be  paid  from  the  dispensary  funds. — Mr. 
Mann  thought  there  would  be  little  disposition  to  disturb  the 
existing  arrangement,  under  whicli  the  public  got  medicine  free 
on  presentation  of  a  subscriber's  note. — Mr.  Mann  referred  to 
the  severe  illness  of  Mr.  W.  Izon,  and  moved  a  resolution  ex- 
pressing regret  at  his  absence  and  conveying  the  sincere  sym- 
pathy of  the  Association. — The  Council  was  re-elected  as 
follows :— Messrs.  J.  W.  Atkinson,  E.  Corfield,  E.  W.  Mann, 
H.  H.  Mars.hall,  J.  A.  Radford,  F.  W.  Smallwood,  F.  Smith, 
and  A.  W.  Southall. 


BOLTON.— The  opening  meeting  of  Sess-ion  1917-18  was  held 
on  November  8,  the  Prksident.  Councillor  Knott,  in  the  chair. 
In  opening,  the  President  apologised  for  his  absence  from  the 
annual  meeting  owing  to  his  being  in  London  on  pharmaceutical 
business,  and  gave  a  short  account  of  his  visit.  Proceeding, 
ho  touched  briefly  on  various  points  of  immediate  interest  to 
the  members,  military  service,  Venereal  Disease  Act.  nC, 
and  after  expressing  his  desire  that  all  Bolton  pharmacists 
should  be  members  of  the  Association  and  also  members  of  the 
Society,  concluded  his  address  with  a  hearty  wcfcome  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  recently  discharged  from  the  Army. — Mr.  Bi.ain  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  able  address. 
Mr.  Brown's  int'erview  with  the  Excise  people  resulted  in  the 
statement  that  there  may  be  a  rebate  granted  to  those  who 
have  paid  their  methylated  spirit  licences.  The  following 
Executive  Committee  was  appointed: — Messrs.  Blain,  Norman, 
Brown,  Haworth.  with  President,  Secretory,  and  Treasurer 
as  ex  officio  members. — The  President  answered  Mr.  Brown's 
question  as  to  pricing  of  ambiguous  prescriptions  by  an 
explanation  of  the  checking  by  the  Society. — The  British  and 
Colonial  Phnrmficixt  Minimum  Retail  Price  List  was  referred 
to  by  Mr.  H.  Knott,  and  adopted  by  the  Association  on  his 
motion.— The  circulation  of  the  Charity  bag  bro"~ht  in  17s.  6d., 
which  has  been  sent  to  the  Society's  Benevolent  Fund. 


EAST  ANGLIAN  FEDERATION.— A  meeting  of  the  East 
Anglian  Federation  of  Pharmacists  was  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Hotel,  Ipswich,  on  October  31.  Pefstdf.kt  Ald.  A.  Sidney 
Campkin  (Cambridec)  in  the  chair.  Delegates  were  present 
from  Cambridge,  Peterborough,  Norwich,  Ipswich,  Stowmarket, 
Long  Stratton  Leiston.  and  Uppin-rham.— Mr.  Percy  Robtnbon 
(Norwich)  instatieed  several  matters  which  had  given  rise  to 


complaint  from  the  Norwich  Association  that  the  Federation 
was  not  showing  enough  life. — The  Peesiuent  said  tiiat  the 
Fc^leration   had  not    been    in    existence  twelve  months,  and 
members  must  not  expect  too  much  or  too  hasty  progress.  The 
present-day  difficulties  might  mean  that   for   some    time  the 
Federation  would   not  become  the  great  organisation  they  all 
hoped  it  would  be  eventually.    He  pointea  out  that  even  the 
Central  Council  had  not  moved  as  quickly  as  could  be  desired, 
but,  nevertheless,  it  had  done  a  considerable  amount  of  useful 
work.    Dealing  with  the  question  of  the  representation  of  phar- 
macists in  Parliament,  he  said  that  they  had  several  good  friends, 
who  had  done  much  to  place  their  views  before  the  Commons 
on  various  questions,  but  they  wanted  still  more  men  to  help 
in  the  work  of  watching  the  interests  of  chemists  in  matters  of 
future  legislation. — The  Teeasoree,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bodger  (Peter- 
borough), presented  the  accounts  up  to  date,  showing  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £11  8s.  3d. — The  Seceetaby,  Mr.  Chas.  Hamson 
(Peterborough),  in  his  report,  said  that  the  activities  of  the 
Association  had  been  very  much  restricted  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  prevailing,  but  he  claimed  that  in  all 
the  objects  for  which  tiie  Federation  was  fonned  good  work 
had   been   accomplished. — Mr.   G.   J.   Gostling  (Stowmarket) 
raised  the  question  of  the  mile  limit  in  connection  with  dispens- 
ing under  the  National  Insurance  Act.   He  moved  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Clifton  (Ipswicn)  seconded,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing of  the  East  Anglian  Federation  of  Pharmacists  the  restric- 
tion of  the  one-mile  limit  is  against  the  interest  of  the  insured, 
and  that  the  regulations  should  be  amended  in  a  manner  to 
allow  the  patient  to  decide  whether  medicine,  etc.,  prescribed 
by  a  doctor  should  be  uispensed  by  the  doctor  or  a  chemist." — 
Mr.  J.  Evans  (Cambridge)  pointed  out  that  the  matter  had 
been  taken  up  by  the  Norfolk  Committee,  who  had  succeeded 
in  securmg  the  omission  of  the  word  "  shall  "  from  the  regula- 
tions.— Mr.  Robinson  (Norwich)  said  that  one  of  their  members 
(Mr.  Ling)  had  been  responsible  for  that,  after  securing  the 
co-operation  of  the  Friendly  Society  members  on  the  Com- 
mittee.— The  resolution  was  carried,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.— On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Coi-LINS  (Norwich),  it  was  resolved : — 
"  That  all   pharmaceutical  representatives  on  Insurance  Com- 
mittees should  endeavour  to  obtain  the  support  of  their  Com- 
mittees (after  having  canvassed  the  Friendly  Society  and  other 
representatives)  on  the  lines  adopted  by  Norfolk."    The  resolu- 
tion was  adopted.— Mr.  (J.  Bayley  (Uppingham)  asked  for  an 
expression  of  oninion  with  regard  to  the  proposed  veterinary 
section  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association.    The  proposal,  he 
believed,  had  arisen  from  recent  correspondence  in  The  Phar- 
maceutical   Journal    as   to    the   dangers  which  surrounded  a 
country  chemist.    He  moved:— "That  this  meeting  of  the  East 
Anglian  Federation  of  Pharmacists  is  of  the  firm  opinion  that 
the" extra  fee  suggested  by  the  Chemists'  Defence  As.<»ociation 
to  cover  veterinary  risks  is  unjust  in  view  of  the  altogether  dis- 
proportionate risk  of  the  country  chemist,  compared  with  the 
city  chemist,  and  therefore  it  is  of  opinion  that  the  same  fee 
should  cover  all  risks  and  be  apijlicable  to  both -cnscs."— Mr. 
Chas.  Haedy  (Leiston)  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  carried 
unanimouslv. — A  discu.ssion  then  took  place  on  the  Venereal 
Disease  Act,  in  which  the    Peesipknt    and    Mr.  Evans  took 
active  parts,  the  President  explaining  that  the  exact  text  of  the 
regulations  must  bo  complied  with. --Mr.  Bodokb  raised  the 
qu'estion  of  the  expenses  of  delegat.ps  to  Federation  meetings, 
and  it  was  decided  that  nothing  should  be  paid  for  the  first  five 
shillings  for  rail  fares,  but  that  two-thirds  of  the  hnlancc  should 
bo  met  by  the  Federation.    February  20  or  21.  1918.  was  fixed 
for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Federation,  to  be  held  at  Norwich.— 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  concluded  the  meeting. 


EAST  LONDON.— A  meeting  of  the  Ea.st  London  Phar- 
macists' Association  was  held  at  Limehouse,  on  November  8.  Mr. 
A  R.  Keith  (President)  in  the  chair.— An  application  from  the 
E.irly  Closing  Association  for  financial  aid  met  with  approval, 
and  a  collection  was  made  forthwith.  Revised  prices  were  fixed 
for-  various  medicaments  which  had  increased  in  cost.  Con- 
sideration was  given  to  the  proposal  of  the  County  Executive  t« 
undertake  dispensing  for  doctors'  private  patients  on  a  fixed 
tariff  It  was  agreed  to  do  s",  as  a  war  emergency  measure,  if 
req;ie«ted  .As  the  National  Health  Insurance  contract.^  for  next 
vpnr  would  ief|uire  renewal  before  the  date  of  the  December 
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meeting,  it  was  left  to  the  Committee  to  call  an  emergency 
meetiiig  a3  soon  as  practicable  after  tho  aimouncement  of  the 
new  terms. 


THE  GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  Association 
held  the  opemng  meeting  of  the  session  in  the  Royal  Exchange 
Tea  Koo.us  on  Tuesday,  November  6.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members  and  friends,  but  the  restricted  train 
service  prevented  many  of  the  country  members  being  present. 
After  dinner,  Mr.  John  Murchie,  President,  delivered  his 
inaugural  address.    Taking  for  his  subj*>ct 

"  Tke  Wqbld  Wab  and  Phaemacy," 
Mr.  Mdbchie  said  it  was  impossible  to  keep  this  epoch-making 
struggle  but  of  our  minds,  but  he  had  endeavoured  to  condense 
the  points  which  would  probably  have  a  bearing  on  the  future 
of  piiarmacy.    The  German,  in  general,  was  not  a  brilliant  pcr- 
-ouuuiy.    xie  was  not  an  inventor,  but  ratlier  an  iiuiovaior; 
.13  was  not       explorer,   only    an    exploiter  i  he   was  not  a 
eator,  but  merely  a  collector.    The  war  had  shown  us  the 
jlly  of  spending  millions  of  pounds   on  German  drugs  and 
.lemicals  wnicli  we  could  perfectly  well  manutacture  lor  our- 
ives.    After  the  war  tiiere  would  be  a  fierce  and  bitter  com- 
luercial  struggle,  but  to  be  forewarned  was  to  be  forearmed, 
and  we  now  knew  the  character  of  our  chief  opponent,  whose 
fetishes  were  Aiainnion  and  Ananias.  The  coming  of  peace  would 
be  a  most  critical  time  for  pharmacy,  and  he  urged  upon  Local 
Associations    tne    necessity    of    closer    co-operation  with  one 
another,  that  by  amity  and  unity  they  mignt  prevent,  among 
other  ttimgs,  the  cutting  of  prices  to  the  abysmal  depths  pre- 
vailing in  pre-war  days.    He  gave  credit  for  the  work  now  being 
done  by  the  various  Trade  Committees,  among  the  pioneers 
of  whicn  he  was  proud  to  claim  a  foremost  place  for  the  Glas- 
gow Association,  but  such  agencies  would  be  more  than  ever 
essential  when  peace  returned.    Mr.  Murchie  paid  a  high  tribute 
to  the  women  who  had  entered  pharmacy  for  the  patriotic  and 
e£Bcient  manner  in  which  they  had  fwrforjned  their  responsible 
duties  during  this  time  of  stress  and  strain.    In  closing,  he 
expressed  tae  opinion  that  after  the  war  each  nation  would  for 
many  years  be  selt-supporting,  at  least  to  a  great  extent,  and 
for  the  stupendous  task  of  reconstruction  there  would  be  such 
A  call  for  laoour  as  would  absorb  the  men  returning  to  civil 
life,   without 'unduly  disturbing  the  equilibrium  of  commerce, 
and  he  trusted  that  in  the  rebuilding  of  Britain's  new  economic 
and  commercial  oider  pharmacy  would  witness  for  itself  and  the 
world  the  dawn  of  a  perfec-t  day. — Mr.  J.  Ruthebfoed  Hill,  in 
moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Murcliie  for  his  stimulating 
address,  also  referred  to  the  post-war  period  of  reconstruction, 
when  the  work  ot  Local  Associations  would  be  more  necessary 
than  ever  before,  and  htj  strongly  urged  the  importance  of  "per- 
fecting the  organisation  and  unification    of    the    trade. — Mr. 
Geobge  F.  Meb.son,  in  seconding  the  motion,  heartily  endorsed 
all  that  Mr.  Murchie  and  Mr.  Hill  had  said  regarding  the  para- 
mount necessity  of  putting  the  house  of  pharmacy  in  order. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  most  excellent 
musical  programme,  ably  sustained  by  Mrs.  Macgregor,  Mr. 
Ferguson  and  Mr.  Robert  Dickson,  while  the  humorous  readings 
'■V  Mr.  Harrison  quite  brought  down  the  house.    Miss  Nettie 
lorris,  who  also  contributed  a  pianoforte  selection,  proved,  as 
-'jai,  an  admirable  accompai.ist.    After  the  customary  votes 
:  thanks,  warmly  accorded  to  the  entertainers,   the  company 
ined  in  singing~the  National  Anthem — and  so  home.    It  was 
-i  mated   that  nine  applicatiotis    for  membership  had  been 
ceived,  and  they  were  duly  approved. 

HULL. — The  meeting  of  the  Hull  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
Id  on  October  30,  at  the  Gro«venor  Hotel,  took  the  form  of  a 
v.ial  evening,  with  Mr.  L.  S.  Selle,  President,  in  the  chair, 
idies  were  invited,  and  attended  in  considerable  numbers. — 
Ir.  Hawobth  Eable,  pharmacist,  read  two  whimsical  original 
-  of  m.ediseval  chemists,  entitled  "  How  Nicholas  Holcroft, 
';ary.  Drank   the   Elixir   of   Life."  and  "  How  Master 
■/j  Made  Gold  for  the  King  of  England." — On  the  motion 
Mr.  Bennett,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clolgh,  a  hearty  vote  of 
inks  was   accorded    to   Mr,  Earlo,  and    to  Mr.  Robinson 
ofaliat)   and   his   accompanist,   Miss  Richardson,   who  also 
.ntributed  to  the  programme. 


LIVERPOOL. — A  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Aseo- 
ition  wa>!  held  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Colrjuitt  Street,  on 
■'<er  7. — The  Peesidekt  (Mr.  William  P.  Evans)  occupied 
ir,  and  in  opening  the  proceedings,  referred  to  the  wide 
r.v  which  the  paper  read  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Woollcy,  Editor  of 
'  Chemift  and  Dru(/fiisl.  at  tho  previous  mcetine;  on  "  Enomy 
I  tents  and  Trade    Marks,"    had    attained.— The  Chairman 
.'narke*!  that  it  was  very  gratifyint,'  to  tine  members  to  know 


that  a  journal  of  the  standing  of  tho  Lancet  had  devoted  a 
leading  article  to  a  paper  lead  before  their  Association.— Mr.  J 
Holden  was  elected  a  member.— The  meeting  had  been  oalletl 
to  hea,r  a  lecture  by  iVlr.  Martin  S.  Hughes  on  a  holiday  tour 
111  Ireland,  entitled  "  With  Cycle  and  Camp  in  Counties  Kerry 
and  Cork."  Mr.  Huglies,  who  for  some  years  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  connection  with  the  Association,  is  an  expert 
photographer  and  lanternist,  and  illustrated  his  lecture  with  a 
iiiagiiiiiceiit  series  of  lantern  slides  numbering  close  on  ninety. 
The  lecturer  is  also  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Association 
of  Cycle  Campeis,  and  demonitrated  the  ease  and  facility  with 
which  a  most  enjoyable  holiday  in  any  jxirt  of  these  islands  or 
on  the  Continent  can  be  obtained  with  the  niinimun.  of  expense. 
—On  the  motion  of  tho  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  L. 
HiRfST,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Hughes 
for  his  interesting  lecture. 


MERTHYR.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Merthyr  Pharmacists' 
Association,  lield  on  November  7,  Mr.  V.  A.  Wills  in. the  chair, 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  P.A.T.A.  with  reference  to  profits 
on  proprietaries.  After  a  keen  discussion,  it  was  decided  to 
forward  the  following  resolution  :— "  That  this  Association,  whilst 
thanking  the  P.A.T.A  tor  their  good  woik,  respectfully  suggest 
that  25  per  cent,  should  be  the  minimum  and  not  the  standard 
profit  aimed  at  on  proprietary  articles." — Mr.  H.  M.  Lloyd  gave 
a  lucid  and  enthusiastic  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  South 
Wales  and  Monmouth  Federation,  held  at  Newport  on  Octo- 
ber 25,  and  tne  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  one  guinea 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Parliamentary  Fund. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association  was 
held  on  October  31  in  the  Church  Institute,  Hood  Street, 
Newcastle,  the  President,  Mr.  J.  F.  Simpson,  in  the  ohair. 
All  the  officers  of  the  Association  were  re-elected,  excepting 
that  Mr.  A.  D.  Hunter,  268,  Westmorland  Road,  was  elected 
Hon.  Jun.  Secretary,  vice  Mr.  Stephenson,  whose  resignation 
was  accepted  with  regret. — The  Senior  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  W. 
Bowness,  in  his  report  dealt  with  the  work  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  and 
in  conclusion  made  some  strong  remarks  as  to  the  indifference 
of  some  pharmacists  to  panel  and  Association  meetings. — The 
President,  in  an  able  address,  dealt  with  many  things  of  phar- 
maceutical interest,  including  the  higher  education  of  youths 
and  the  supply  of  apprentices.  The  next  meeting  is  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  November  28,  at  6.50,  and,  as  this  is  an  open  nigiht 
for  the  discussion  of  trade  matters,  ^.t  is  hoped  that  every 
pharmacist  in  the  district  will  endeavour  to  be  presimt. 


NORTH  LONDON.— The  North  London  Association  met  at 
the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  on  November  8,  the  President, 
Mr.  Hugo  Wolff  in  the  chair. — ^The  Secretary,  Mr.  Herbert 
Skinner,  gave  an  account  of  current  topics,  and  dealt  with 
matters  which  ihad  arisen  on  the  Council  in  so  far  as  they 
related  to  pharmacists. — Mr.  Hearle  gave  a  very  interesting 
account  of  the  various  trad©  matters,  out  of  which  a  discussion 
arose.  A  debate  on  "Progress  and  Pharmacy  of  the  Future" 
was  opened  by  Messrs.  WolflE,  Humphrey,  Breese,  Hearle, 
and  Skinner.  Each  attacked  the  subject  in  his  own  way  and 
threw  a  flood  of  light  on  the  topic.  The  result  was  an  influx 
of  supporters  of  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club. 


NOTTINGHAM.— The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  winter 
session  of  the  Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at 
the  Flying  Horse  Hotel  on  October  17,  Mr.  C.  E.  Reynolds, 
Vice-President,  in  the  chair.  Reference  was  made  by  the 
Chairman  to  the  death  of  Mr.  John  O'Dea,  a  member  of  the 
Association. — Mr.  A.  Norweb,  Secretary,  reported  on  the  re- 
-  vision  of  the  Insurance  Dispensing  "Tariff,  and  urged  the 
members  to  support  the  Local  Associations  Executive  in  their 
representations  to  the  Commissioners. — Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  .T.P., 
dealt  exhaustively  with  the  Executive  Report  and  their  investiga- 
tion of  over  60.000  prescriptions  taken  from  twelve  typical 
areas.  As  a  result,  they  had  drawn  up  a  scheme  to  place  before 
the  Commissioners,  asking  that,  beginnina:  with  the  year  1918. 
there  should  be  an  extension  of  the  establishment  charges,  and 
that  pharmacists  should  remain  under  the  same  scale  with 
regard  to  cost  prices.  Mr.  Eherlin  said  under  present  conditions 
these  were  fair  proposals,  and  as  much  as  could  be  hoped  for, 
considerintr  the  fact  that  this  would  involve  n  further  expendi- 
ture of  £50.000  per  annum  for  the  whole  of  the  country.  He 
considered  it  a  duty  to  support  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive in  their  endeavour  to  obtain  these  better  terms. — The 
Chairman  then  read  t.ho  following  resolution :— (a)  That  this 
Association  'highly  deprecates  any   approach  to  the  National 
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Insurance  Commissioners  by  chemists  excepting  through  their 
accreditetl  representatives  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  (6)  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmactnitioal  Society  be  assured  that  lie 
will  be  supported  by  this  Association  in  disavowing  any  other 
representation  purporting  to  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  chemists 
of  the  country,  (c)  That  at  the  saifie  time  we  have  no  wish  to 
discredit  the  opinions  expressed  by  any  chemists  that  tlicy  should 
obtain  better  terms  than  those  proposed  by  the  PharmaccutioiU 
Society,  and  that  this  should  b(^  iised  as  an  argument  in  support 
ot  tlie  very  moderate  terms  asked  by  the  Society  froni  the 
National  Insurance  Commissioners.  (d)  That  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Piharmaoeutical  Society. 
— On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Ebehlin, 
and  s  i;)ported  by  Mr.  A.  K.  BlilLBY,  the  resolution  was  carried 
mnanimously. 

[The  Secretary  of  the  above  Association,  Mr.  A.  Norweb, 
inlorms  us  that  :he  arranged  with  a  local  reporter  to  have  a 
report  of  the  above  meeting  forwarded  to  us.  This,  however, 
did  not  reach  us,  and  we  are  indebted  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
report  now  published.] 

PLYMOUTH.— At  a  committee  meeting  of  ihe  Plymouth 
and  Jjis'trirt  Association  of  Pharmacists,  held  on  Friday, 
November  9,  Mr.  Maitland  was  again  elected  President,  Mr. 
Park  Vice-President,  Mr.  Hodge  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  A. 
Downing  Secretary. — ^On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Park,  seconded  by 
Mr.  ROPEB,  tihe  sum  of  two  and  a-ihalf  guineas  was  voted  bo 
the  Parliamentary  Fund.  Tihe  alterations  in  the  Minimum 
Retail  Price  List  were  fully  considered  and  discussed. — Mr. 
Goodwin,  a  member  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  attended  by  invitation, 
and  addressed  the  meeting  respecting  profits  on  articles  in  tlie 
P.A.T.A.  List  and  read  correspondence  from  Mr.  Jackson, 
Hereford,  and  ithe  following  resohition  "\va,s  passed,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Ropeb  : — -"That  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
be  strongly  urged  to  consider  the  need  of  raising  the  standard 
of  profit  on  proprietary  articles — other  tlian  infants'  foods  and 
toilet  preparations — so  as  to  provide  an  adequate  margin  of 
profit  to  retailers  under  existing  conditions,  wihich  at  present 
is  not  provided  by  a  large  number  of  such  articles.  The  Com- 
mibteo  would  suggest  that  a  profit  of  33  1-3  per  cent,  on  selling 
prices  'be  considered  by  the  Council." — Miss  Lewthwaite, 
.apprentice  with  Miss  Robinson,  was  elected  to  the  Association. 
In  error  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney's  name  has  been  recorded  as  Auditor, 
whereas  Mr.  F.  E.  Tumey  was  elected,  and  the  Secretary  was 
insitaructed  to  make  the  correction. 


SALFORD. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Sialford  Pharmacists' 
Association,  held  at  40,  The  Crescent,  on  November  8,  with 
Mr.  CUTTIFORD  (President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Jas.  Grier,  Ph.C, 
M.Sc,  gave  an  interesting  address  on  "  Education  of  the  Pha^r- 
maoist.  National  Herb-igrowing,  Ministry  of  Public  Health, 
and  Bacteriology."  Mr.  Grier  clearly  showed  the  necessity 
for  an  orjranised  scientific  training  for  the  pharmacist  of  the 
future,  and  empbasased  the  fact  that  it  was  gi-eatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  pharmacist  to  take  an  intelligonit  interest  in 
matters  afleotinig  his  calling,  as.  for  example,  bacteriojogy  and 
bert>-growin)g  in  this  cmmtry,  w'hidh  studies  would  also  enable 
him  to  be  of  great  pulblic  service. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gill, 
aeconded  by  Mr.  Scholes,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
♦o  Mr.  Grier  for  his  able  address. 


SWANSEA.— A  meeting  of  the  Swansea  and  West  Gla- 
morgan Ohemiets'  A.<isooia,tion  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Oameron,  Swansea,  on  November  8,  when  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
H.  S.  Arnold-Owmavon)  gave  his  report  on  the  meeting  of 
the  Soutb^  Wales  and  ^Tn(nTnoluth  Federation  of  Pliarmaoists. 
— The  position  as  to  S.V.M.  and  Acetic  Acid  was  considered, 
members  beini2'_  advised  to  reserve  all  their  present  stocks 
strictly  for  medicinal  and  other  necessary  purposes. — In  view  of 
the  Federation  holding  their  next  meeting  in  Swansea  in 
January  next,  the  necessary  arrangements  were  considered,  but 
deferred  to  the  next  meeting,  whinh  is  fixed  for  .January  10. 
1918.  The  conditions  as  to  the  1918  N.H.I,  contracts  not  being 
to  hand,  it  was  decided  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  hold  a 
special  meeting  in  the  early  part  of  December. 

WESTERN  OF  LONDON.— A  meeting  of  the  pharmacists 
in  the  boroughs  of  Hampstead  and  St.  Marylebone  was  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Western  Pharmacists'  A.ssociation  on 
November  9.  at  the  Burlington  Cafe,  Finchley  Road,  at  8.45 
p.m.,  Mr.  W.  E.  D.  SmRTi.rFF,  President,  in  the  chair.  A  pro- 
posal in  favour  of  earlier  closing  was  discussed,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  the  present  hours  be  adhered  to.  The  question  of 
forming  a  rota  for  late  duties  was  held  over.  The  new  regula- 
tions_  as  to  the  sale  of  cocaine  and  opium,  and  the  position  in 
relation  to  methylated  spirit,  were  also  brought  forward,  and 
<M  *h«  latter  subject  it  was  decided  that  2s.  per  pint  should  be 


adopted  as  the  minimum  selling  price.  Glycerin  and  sugar  sub- 
stitutes and  the  surplus  stock  list  were  also  considered,  and  a 
successful  meeting  concluded  with  a  discussion  on  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall  qualification. 


MARKET  REPORT. 


The  quotations  given  below  are  the  lowest  prompt  cash  prica 
for  bulk  quantities,  to  which  other  charges  have  to  be  added. 
It  is  important  that  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
any  comparison  between  the  prices  quoted  and  those  of  the 
wholesale  drug  trade. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

rnuBSDAT,  November  15,  1917. 
Some  iritere.s'ting  piice  changes  are  to  be  noted  this  weeJc, 
.ind  while- -the  most  of  them  are  in  an  upward  direction, 
several  drugs,  notably  Pihenacetin,  &acx;harin,  Hard  Paraffin, 
and  Liquid  Paraffin,  are  in  letter  supply  and  tending  easier 
ill  price.  ITie  market  is  in  no  way  depressed,  and  shipment* 
to  Italy  are  going  on  as  usual,  which  shows  the  eonfidenc* 
British  exporters  have  in  the  situation. 


i/i(?/!er.— Potassium  Iodide,  Sodium  Iodide,  Iodoform, 
Honey,  Maize  Starch,  Oasein,  Sodium  Chlorate,  Caustifr'Soda, 
Prus.siate  of  Soda,  Sodium  Bicarbonate,  Hyposulphite' of  Soda 
(Pea  Crystals),  Cream  of  Tartar,  Shellac,  Turpentine,  Honey, 
Cape  Aloes,  Calumba  Root,  Kola  Nuts. 

Firmer. — Cwaine,  Hexaanine,  Soda  Crystals,  Soda  Ash, 
Potassium  Permanganate,  Vanillin,  Sodium  Fhoephate, 
Gruaiacol  Pure,  China  Galk. 

Easier. — Saccharin,  Phenacetin,  Phenolphthalein  (to  come 
forward)  ,Hacrd  Paa-affin,  Liuid  Paraffin.  Methyl  Salicylate, 
Ipecacuanha. 

Acetanilide. — Very  strong  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — Unchanged,  there  being  sellers  at  14s. 
per  lb.,  with  chances  of  buying  lower  on  a  finn  bid. 
Amidopyrin. — 70s.  per  lb.  is  ;i.sked. 

Bichromates. — Unchanged  at  about  lOd.  per  lb.  for  Soda 
and  2s.  3d.  for  Potash ;  makers  are  not  selling.  . 

Bromides. — Firm ;  the  Ammonium  Salt  is  rather  short  on 
the  .spot,  and  nothing  is  available  under  4s.  6d.  to  5s. 

Camphor.  Firm;  business  is  reported  in  Japanese  slabs  at 
3s.  6d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  November-December  shipment. 

Casein. — Very  scarce  ;  value  on  the  spot  is  about  120s.  t» 
125s.  per  cwt.    Exports  from  France  have  been  stopped. 

Cassia  Oil. — ^Firm  at  6s.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Castor  OiL — ^There  is  piiactica.lly  nothing  to  meet  the  heavy 
demand ;  a  revision  of  the  maximum  price  is  not  imiprobablc- 

Caustic  Soda. — For  anything  offered  from  second  hand  60s. 
per  owt.  is  vranted  for  70  to  72  per  cent.,  other  strengths  in 
proportion ;  this  is  about  three  times  the  makers'  contract 
price. 

China  Galls. — The  upward  xxrice  tendiency  coniinuea. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — Firm  at  lis.  per  lb.,  duty  paid;  10s.  6d. 
to  come  forward. 

Citric  Acid. — Very  fii-m  at  3s.  3d.  to  3.s.  4<1.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — Business  has  been  done  at  45s.  f>er  oz.  for  the 
hyrochloride. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Firmer  ;  £68,  Liverpool. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Again  dearer  at  335s.  for  98  per  cent. 

Eucalyptus  Oil. — The  firm  tone  still  prevails ;  although  a 
large  original  parcel  is  offered  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  (nesir  at 
hand),  spot  quarvtities  fetch  up  to  3.s. 

Guaiacol. — ^The  pure  liquid  is  selling  at  120i.  t«  1258.  per 
lb.  ;  llOi.  has  been  paid  to  come  forward. 

Hard  Paraffin. — Easier  at  6^d.  j)er  lb.  for  132°  F. 

Hexamine. — Firmer  at  4s.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Honey. — In  face  of  the  large  demand  price  eontinuea  t« 
advance,  and  up  to  115s.  has  been  paid  for  good  light  Oali- 
fomian. 
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Hydrogen  Peroxide. — There  are  offers  on  the  spot  at  Is.  l^d. 
per  gallon  for  10  to  12  volumes. 

Hydroquiaone. — ^Firm  at  lis.  per  lb. ;  10s.  6d.  to  ooine 
forward. 

Hyposulphite  of  Soda. — No  Pe;i  Crystals  on  the  spot,  and  to 
come  forward  the  enonnous  price  of  £39  is  asked. 

Iodides. — All  Iodides  will,  it  is  understood,  be  advanced 
immediately  on  basis  of  Iodine  advanced  2d.  per  oz.  ;  this 
will  make  Potassium  Iodide  practically  2s.  6d.  dearer — najnely, 
14s.  Id.  per  lb.  Sodium  Iodide  and  Iodoform  will  Ik;  ad- 
vanced proportionately. 

Japan  Was. — Firm  at  80s.  for  g-ood  squares 

Liquid  Paraffin. — ilore  plentiful  on  the  spot,  with  an  easier 
tendency. 

Maize  Starch. — .Supplies  are  exceedingly  short  owing  to 
transport  difficulties  from  the  States;  price  is  55s.  ci.f.  Lon- 
don, December,  at  American  seaport.    Spot  is  very  scarce. 

Menthol.— Quiet  at  about  13s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi 
and  or  Suzuki. 

Methyl  Salicylate  (Artificial  Oil  of  Wintergreen).— There 
are  sellers  at  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb.,  being  .^lightly  easier. 

Morphine. — American  makers  have  advanced  their  prices  by 
a  dollar  an  ounce ;  here  the  position  is  unchanged — namely, 
makers  are  rationing  supplies  to  old  customers  at  late  rates. 

Oxalic  Acid. — Rather  easier,  there  being  offers  at  Is.  S^d. 
per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Quiet  at  22s.  for  H.G.H.  and  16s.  6d.  for 
Wayne  County  oil  in  tins  ;  Japanese  dementholised  is  quoted 
3a.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  and/or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Phenacetin. — ^Tlrere  are  offers  at  45s.  per  lb  spot ;  fonva  ) 
is  offered  at  35s. 

Phenazone. — Offered  at  54s.  per  lb. 

Pbenolphthalein. — ^To  come  forward  is  offered  at  60s.  pei 
.b.  ;  spot  is  still  worth  70s. 

Potassium  Chlorate. — Firm  at  about  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  French 
is  in  .=hort  supply  on  this  .side.  Japanese  is  offered  at  2s.  4d. 
per  lb. 

Pctassium  Permanganate. — Much  firmer  at  15s.  9d.  to  16s 
per  lb. 

Pruss'ate  of  Soda. — ^The  advance  continues,  and  present 
value  is  about  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  yellow. 

0uinine. — Firm  at  3s.  4d.  ,per  oz.  for  the  Sulphate ;  the 
market  is  very  difficult.  , 

Rubber. — Plantation  is  easier;  standard  No.  1.  crepe, 
2s.  6k(l.  per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para  lower  at  2s.  lOid.  pex  lb. 

Saccharin. — A  little  easier  owing  to  large  importations  from 
the  United  States,  which  have  all  arrived  about  the  fame 
time;  there  are  offer:<  at  390.S.  per  lb.  on  the  Sipot  for  550 
-.trength.  For  forward  (February  shipment)  there  are  offers 
down  to  2958. 

Salicylates. — Unchanged  and  in  fairly  good  supply ;  the 
Ac'd  i."  offered  at  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  and  6s.  to  oome 
orward  ;  the  Soda  .Salt  is  not  quite  so  plentiful,  and  is  offered 
a  8s.  6d.  to  88.  9d.  per  lb 

Shellac. ...The  market  is  quieter,  but  price  is  higher  on  the 
week  on  baisris  of  308s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 

Soda  Ash. — Very  strong  and  in  very  short  supply ;  value  in 
London  is  about  £14  10s.  to  £15,  in  Jlanchester  the  same,  and 
in  Glasgow  alxiut  £1  per  ton  less. 

Soda  Crystals. — Very  .strong  at  £8  to  £8  5s.  in  2-cwt.  bags. 

Sodium  Bicarbonate. — Practically  unobtainable  in  large 
quantities ;  there  are  offers  from  second  hand  at  £16  to  £18. 

Sodium  Chlorate. — This  product  Ls  in  very  short  supply  and 
worth  lO^d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  The  French  Tru.st  has  been 
selling  up  till  now  at  9id.  per  lb.,  but  hS.s  no  more  to  offer. 

Sodium  Perborate. — Very  firm  at  about  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Sodium  Phosphate. — 98  per  cent,  commercial  is  very  scarce 
on  the  spot;  forward,  £34  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  December  ship- 
ment from  Now  York. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  !b.  for  "Red  Ship." 

Tartaric  Acid. — Firm  at  2».  lid.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Firm  at  about  60s.  for  Madras  finger,  55«.  for 
Bengal,  and  458.  for  Cochin  aplit  bulbs. 


Turpentine. — Again  dearer  at  93s.  6d.  for  American  apot. 
Vanillin. — Very  strong  at  64a.  per  lb. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALE§. 


At  to-day's  sales  the  principal  feature  was  the  excited  de- 
mand for  Ho.ney,  which  sold  at  hitherto  unheard-of  prices,  ujp 
to  131s.  heing  paid  for  small  lots  of  ordinary  Jamaica,  while 
the  general  figure  was  about  120s.  to  123s.  for  good  thick 
palish  and  106s.  to  118s.  for  brown;  fine  Haiti  syrup  fetched 
120s.  to  125s.,  and  set  white  124s.  to  128s.  ;  good  Cuban 
fetched  122s.  to  128s.,  fair  110s.  to  116s.,  dark  106s.  to  110s. 
Cape  Aloes  was  rather  deaxei-,  fine  hard  bright  .selling  at  6Qs. 
and  fair  57s.  Powdered  Java  Coca  Leaves  sold  at  lOd.  for 
common  quality.  Sea-damaged  Digitalis  licaves  sold  without 
reserve  at  24-d.  to  34d.  per  lb.  The  only  business  in  Dragon's 
Blood  was  siftings  ol  Zanzibar  drop  at  30s.  and  dust  ditto 
at  the  same  price.  Four  drums  of  Citronella  Oil  sold  at 
2s.  7d.  per  lb.  A  small  lot  oi  -Sudan  Gum  Arabic  sold  at  85s. 
Good  Myrrh  brought  the  fixm  figure  of  £10  10s.  for  sorts  and 
£9  5s.  for  good  pale  .?iiftings  and  £8  for  small  ditto. 
Ipec'iicuanha  was  inclined  easier  (on  private  sale  rates),  sound 
Mattogrosso  selling  at  lis.  9d.  and  grease  and  sea  damaged 
went  at  8s.  to  lis.  3d.  according  to  condition.  Some  sea- 
dama.ged  Egyptian  Henbane  sold  at  56s.  to  107s.,  300s.  being 
suigg'Ssted  a.,  the  price  for  sound.  Kola  Nuts  were  dearer  at 
Qid.  to  9gd.  Of  Rhubarb  only  a  small  lot  amid  at  Is.  6d.  for 
wild  Shenshi.  Sea-damaged  Scammony  Root  sold  without 
re,serve  at  3d.  to  3|d.  Wild  Jamaica  Sarsaparilla  sold  at 
2s.  3d.  to  2.=.  4d.  Alexandrian  Senna  pods  sold  at  3s.  and 
dark  Mecca  ditto  at  Is.  3d.,  but  there  was  no  demand  for 
Tiunevelly,  the  whole  600  hales  being  bought  in.  Calumba 
Ronit  fetched  extimordinary  prioeis ;  38  bags  sold  at  120s.  to 
125.'=.  for  ordinary  small  wormy  natural. 

Sympathetic  references  were  ma-de  to  the  late  Mr.  H.  H. 
French,  and  midway  in  the  sales  a-  vote  oi  condolence  was 
pauS.^ed  to  the  widow  and  son. 


COMPANY  INTELLIGENCE. 

British  Dyes,  Ltd. — ^I'he  directors  i-eport  that  they  reg-ard  th© 
year's  trading  as  very  satisfactory,  and  recommend  the  pay- 
ment of  a,  dividend  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Taylors'  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. — The  thirtieth  annual  general  meet- 
ing of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Leeds,  on 
November  5,  and"Mr.  H.  C.  Roberts,  M.P.S.,  the  retiring 
director,  and  Messrs.  Lee  and  Whitfield,  Auditors,  were  re- 
elected. It  was  reported  that  for  the  year  ended  June  30  last 
the  profits  amounted  to  £13,471.  Dividend  was  declared  on 
ordinary  shares  for  the  year  at  10  per  cent.,  £7,488  was  placed 
to  reserve,  and  £5,694  was  carried  forward. 

Compagnie  Hematogene,  Ltd.— Capital,  £17,000  in  £1 
sharcc5.  Obipcts  :  Wholesale  or  retail  chemists  and  druggists, 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  medicines,  etc.  Signatories 
(each  with  one  share) :  H.  Montague,  20,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.G.. 
insurance  broker;  M.  Dixon,  14-20,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.G.,  mer- 
chant. The  first  directors  are:  A.  Bret,  E.  Premier  and  H. 
Montague.  H.  Montague's  former  name  was  H.  Montague 
Sternberg,  but  he  is  a  British-born  subject  of  British  parents. 
The  other  two  directors  are  French.  Registered  office,  20, 
St.  Mary  Axe,  E.G.    Private  company. 

War  Seal  Foundation  (word  limited  omitted  from  title  by 
licence  of  the  Board  of  Trade). — Registered  as  a  company 
limited  by  guarantee  (not  formed  for  profit)  with  100  members, 
each  liable  for  £1  in  the  event  of  winding  up,  to  promote 
schemes  for  providing  comfortable  and  inexpensive  homes  fcr 
disabled  men  who  have  served  (primarily)  in  the  naval  and 
military  forces,  or  (secondarily)  in  the  railway,  municipal 
and  police  services,  ete.  Signatories  (each  with  one  share) : 
Oswald  Stoll,  Carlton  House,  Putney  Hill,  S.W.,  company 
director;  the  Earl  of  March,  M.V.O.,  D.S.O.,  Molecomb, 
Chichester;  Sir  Jesse  Boot,  St.  Heliers,  The  Park.  Notting- 
ham :  Lord  Aberconway,  43,  Belgrave  Square,  W. ;  Mrs. 
Asquith,  20,  Cavendish  Square,  W.  (wife  of  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H. 
Asquith,  M.P.) ;  Joseph  Bell,  Beech  House,  Heaton  Moor, 
Stockport,  gentleman  ;  Gordon  Selfridge,  30,  Portman  Square, 
W.,  merchant.  The  first  directors  are:  Oswald  Stoll  and  the 
Eari  of  March,  M.V.O.,  D.S.O.,  Sir  Jesse  Boot,  Lord  Aber- 
conway, Mrs.  Asquith,  Joseph  Bell  and  Gordon  Selfridge.. 
Registered  office :  Faraday  House,  Charing  Cross  Road,  W.C. 


240  ^   THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.     LNovembbr  17,  1917. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL 


Royal  Institution. — A  general  meeting  of  tho  members  of 

tho  Royal  liistibution  was  held  on  November  5,  Sir  James 
Cri(liu*n-Browne,  F.R.S.,  Treasurer,  in  the  chair.  The 
special  thanks  of  the  members  were  returned  to  a  lady  mom- 
bor  for  an  anonymous  gift  of  £500,  and  to  Richard  Pearce, 
Etn\.,  for  a  donation  of  £100  to  the  Fun^  for  the  Promotion 
of  Experimental  Research  at  Low  Temperature. ,  ■ 

Oue-Man  Businesses. — Recently  a  deputation  representing 
the  National  Federation  of  Oue-Man  Businesses  and  the 
National  Chamber  of  Trade  Organisations  was  again 
received  by  Sir  Auckland  Gediles,  Director  of  Natfona.!  Ser- 
vice, to  discuss  tlie  c>iiso  of  one-man  businesses,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  a  S jb-Committeo  sJiould  confer  as  to  a  scheme 
with  the  officials  of  tlhe  Department.  Mr.  F.  Pickering  (Brad- 
ford), the  President,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Wilson  (Liverpool)  were 
appointed  on  tlie  Committee,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the 
deputation  should  return  Jntor. 

"  Embalming"  Liquid  for  Wounds.— Menciere's  formula  for 
this  is: — lodotorm,  iO  Ums. ;  guaiacol,  10  Gms. ;  cucalyptol,  10 
Gms. ;  balsam  of  Peru,  10  Gms. ;  alcohol,  100  Gms.  ;  etlier  to  1 
litre.  This  liquid  penetrates  every  part  of  a  wound.  By  suit- 
able modihcation  an  ointment  may  be  made,  suitable  for  treat- 
meiit  of  burns  from  grenades,  chilblains,  contus&d  wounds  of 
the  face  and  in  other  regions  where  dressings  cannot  easily  'je 
kept  in  place.  The  suggested  modification,  says  a  note  in  tne 
Practitioner,  is  to  substitute  vaseline,  1  kilogram,  for  the  alcohol 
and  ether. 

The  Briti$h  Industries  Fair,  1918,  will  be  considerably  larger 
than  those  of  previous  years.  It  will,  as  usual,  open  on  the  last 
Monday  in  February  (February  25),  and  remain  open  for  a 
fortnight,  and  will  be  held  in  premises  which  'the  Port  of 
London  Authority  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  fair  will  again  be  restricted  to  the  foUowi-ig 
trades: — Earthenware  and  china  trade,  glass  trade,  fancy  goods 
trade,  paper,  stationery,  and  printing  trades,  toy  and  games 
trade.  As  in  past  years,  invitations  to  the  fair  will  be  issue-i 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  admission  will  be  restricted  to 
bona  fide  buyers  in  the  trades  ooncerned.  As  the  increased 
size  of  the  fair  and  the  growing  shortage  of  labour  will  make 
the  work  of  preparation  exceptionally  difficult,  it  is  hoped  tnat 
firms  who  are  anxious  to  exhibit  will  send  in  their  applici'.ions 
for  space  to  the  Director,  British  Industries  Fair,  10,  Basing- 
hall  Street,  London,  E.G.  2,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Society  of  Public  Analysts. — At  the  ordinary  meeting,  held 
at  the  Chemical  Society's  Rooms,  Burlington  House,  on 
November  7,  Mr.  A.  Chaston  Chapman,  Past  President,  in  the 
chair,  the  following  papers  were  read: — "The  Roductas«  Test 
for  Milk,"  by  Paul  S.  Arup,  B.Sc,  A.I.C.  Comparison  is 
made  between  the  results  Obtained  by  Barthel  and  Orla  Jensen's 
reductase  test  and  those  obtained  by  plate  counts.  Sources  of 
error  are  considered,  and  it  is  concluded  that  errors  of  under- 
estimation arising  in  the  case  of  milks  wliich  have  been  kept 
at  low  temperatures,  and  errors  of  over-estimation  in  the  case  of 
pasteurised  milks  may  be  minimised  by  carrying  out  the  test  at 
28°  to  29^  C.  instead  of  38°  to  39°  C.  without  altering  the  time 
standards  on  this  account.  Attention  is  called  to  the  importance 
of  using  the  proportion  of  methylene  blue  recommended  by 
Barthel  and  Orla  .Jensen,  which  is  fourid  to  be  one  part  in 
270,000  parts  of  milk.  "  Note  on  Jets  for  Burettes,"  by  J.  H. 
Coste,  F.I.C.  The  olrdinary  burette  graduated  in  1/10  C.c.  is 
usually  provided  with  a  jet  which  will  deliver  drops  of  about 
1/20  C.c.  The  tolerance  of  error  in  burettes  marked  NP  is 
much  smaller  than  the  size  of  the  drop  if  less  th.in  25  C.c.  is 
used  for  a  titration.  It  is,  therefore,  impcssible  to  use  it  so 
as  to  make  the  best  use  of  tho  graduation  unless  a  fine  jet  is 
att;iched.  The  dimensions  of  jets  delivering  small  drops  are 
given  in  the  paper.  "  Analytical  Examination  of  Acorns  and 
Horse  Chestnuts,"  by  Julian  L.  Baker  and  H.  F.  E.  Hulton. 
Cho.=tnuts  and  acorns  were  prepared  for  analy.sis  by  peeling, 
grating,  and  drying  at  55°;  they  were  then  finely  ground  in  a 
hand  mill.  There  is  a  marked  variation  in  the  cane  sugar 
content,  which  may  possibly  be  correlated  with  the  degree  of 
ripeness.  The  diastase  in  the  chestnut  behaves  like  the  diastase 
of  an  un2:erminat<^  ci?real.  No  diastase  could  bo  found  in  the 
acorn  either  before  or  after  germination  Acorns  or  chestnuts 
with  their  full  moisture  content  yielded,  after  hydrolysis  with 
acid,  from  ll'S  to  12-7  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  or  32  to  36  gallons 
of  absolute  alcohol  per  ton  of  nuts  as  collected. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  A.  Pinnington,  pharmacist,  of  3,  St.  Edmond's  Road, 
Bootle,  Livcipuol,  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  in 
tho  R.A.M.C. 

Mr.  Hichard  C.  Wren,  of  Messrs.  Potter  and  Clarke,  Ltd., 
60-61,  Artillery  Lane,  E.G.,  has  been  appointed  J. P.  for  the 
borough  of  Southond-on-Sea. 

Councillor  W..  H.  Grimshaw,  pharmacist,  of  Darwen  Street, 
Blackburn,  has  been  elected  to  serve  on  the  Sewage,  Health, 
Town  ilall  and  Public  Baths,  and  Markets  Committeee  of  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  F.  I).  Smitb,  son  of  Mr.  Frederick  Smith,  pharmaceutical 
oheiiiist,  Birmingham,  Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Phar- 
maceutical Association  and  of  the  Birmitigham  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  has  been  granted  a  commission  in  the  Royal  Flying 
Corps. 

Mr.  J.  F.ari  James,  pharmacist  and  locum  tenens,  of  Witton 
Road,  Biiiningham,  has  taken  a  country  house  at  Burton 
Dassett,  Warwickshire.  Pharmacists  seeking  a  rest  home  for 
themselvrs  or  thoir  clients  arc  invited  to  write  for  terms  as 
paying  guests.    Mrs.  James  is  a  fully  certificated  nurse. 

Re-elected  Mayors.— Councillor  L.  B.  Rowland,  pharmacist, 
of  High  Street,  Wrexham,  has  accepted  the  mayoralty  of  that 
town  for  the  third  year.  Councillor  William  Briggs  and  Mr. 
W.  Sambrook,  both  retired  pharmacists,  have  been  'e-elccled 
Mayors  of  Lancaster  and  MoiTmouth  respectively.  Councillor 
Briggs  for  the  fifth,  and  Mr.  Sambrook  for  the  fourth,  period. 

Dr.  Arthur  William  Wells, who  gave  evidence  at  a  recent 
inquest  on  a  complicated  case  of  tetanus  and  meningitis,  was 
appointed  house  surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital  upon  taking 
his  qualification,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.)  and  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  in 
October  last.  Dr.  Wells  is  a  son  of  Mr.  W.  Wells,  M.P.S.,  of 
66,  Chatsworth  Road,  Urjper  Clapton,  N.E.-  Mr.  Wells' 
younger  son,  Cecil,  is  now  in  training  for  a  commission  in  the 


BUSINESS  BREVITY. 


Messrs.  H.  and  T.  Kirby  and  Co.,  Limited,  Newman 
House,  Bolton  Road,  Willesden  Green,  ha,ve  appointed  Mr. 
J.  R.  A.  Anderson  their  representative  in  Scotland  qs  from 
November  5  last. 


BIRTHS. 

Barrs.— On  November  6,  at  106,  Churrch  Street,  Kensington, 
London,  W.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Percy  Barrs,  M.P.S.— a  son. 

Sadler.— On  November  11,  at  Cowes,  I.W.,  to  the  wife  of 
Mr.    II.  J.    Sadler,  pharmacist — a  son. 


MARRIAGE. 


Turner— Robinson.-On    November    7,     at    the  Wesleyan 

Methodist  Church,  Hendon,  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Arnsby,  B.A., 
James  Algernon  Turner,  M.P.S.,  to  Elizabeth  Mitchell' (Elsie) 
Robinson,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Robinson,  Hendon 
(by  licence). 


DEATHS. 

McDerment.— On  November  7,  at  Woodlea,  36,  Whitletis 
Road,  Ayr,  James  McDerment,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  62. 

MoHat.— At  1,313,  PoUokshaws  Road,  Shawlands,  Glas- 
gow, on  November  13,  Annie  Rutherford  MacMillan,  dearly 
beloved  wife  of  William  J.  Moffat,  pharmacist,  Strathbungo, 
Glasgow. — Mrs.  Moffat,  who  was  a  niece  of  Mr.  J.  Ruther- 
ford Hill,  Resident  Secretary  in  Scotland  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  was,  previous  to  her  marriage,  on  his  staff  at 
York  Place,  and  in  that  capacity  wae  known  to,  and  highly 
esteemed  by,  hundreds  of  Scottish  pharmacists  who  had  the 
privilege  of  coming  into  official  and  social  contact  with  her. 
After  hor  marriage  and  removal  to  Glasgow,  Mrs.  Moffat  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  social  life  and  work  of  the  Glasgov/ 
and  Wrist  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  of  which  her 
hysiband  was  treasurer.  She  will  be  grievously  'mi.ssed  by 
her  bereaved  husband  and  sorrowing  relatives,  for  whom  the 
profoundest  sympathy  will  be  felt,  and  by  a  wide  circle  of 
frioiiils  and  acqnaiiitaiices  in  and  out  of  pharmacy. 
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ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Corporal  W.  B.  Cherrelt,  D.L.I.,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  E.  R. 

Cherrett,  cliemist,  Monkvvearmouth,  has  boeii  reported  missing 
since  September  21.  Corporal  Cherrett,  who  was  twenty-three 
-.ears  of  age,  enlisted  two  years  ago,  and  had  been  eighteen 
inonchs  in  France.  Mr.  Cherrett  has  a  second  son,  who  has 
seen  wounded,  but  is  on  active  service  again. 

Private  Alex.  Fraser,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Fi-aser,  chemist-, 
Helmsdale,  who  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  chemist, 
South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh,  has  been  posted  missing.  En- 
listing as  a  volunteer  in  Edinburgh  in  1915,  he  left  for  France 
in  July,  1916.  and  was  in  the  M.I.A.S.C.  until  recently,  when 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Regiment,  in 
Tvhich  he  was  when  reported  missing. 

Second  Lieut.  Ernest  Hartley  (Loyal  North  Lancashire 
Re^'iment).  son  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  Hartley  and  Mrs.  Hartley, 
Oakroyd.  Queensgatc,  Burnley,  is  officially  reported  to  have 
been  killed  in  action  on  October  26.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Hartley,  chemists,  and  was  well  known 
n  Nelson,  Burnley,  and  Colne. 

Lieutenant  Cyril  Parkinson,  of  the  Royal  Flying  Corps,  son 
f  Mr.  Herbert  Parkinson,  of  St.  Anne's,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  R.  Parkinson  and  Sons,  chemists,  of  Curzon  Street, 
Burnley,  has  been  severely  injured  _in  a  flying  accident  at 
Norwich.    Ho  has  served  for  nine  months  in  France. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Need  of  Statutory  Reservation  for  Pharmacy. 

If  the  statiLi  and  income  of  the  pharmacist  are  to  be  raised 
to  an  appropriate  and  adequate  level,  early  action  should  be 
taken  to  have  patent-medicine  licences  and  the  sale  of  all  official 
and  unofficial  drugs  confined  absolutely  to  the  pharmacist  in 
retail  business.  At  present  promiscuity  prevails,  and  the  grocer- 
ironmonger  and  other  traders  compete  unfairly  with  the  phar- 
macist, inasmuch  as  they  stock,  recommend,  and  sell  all  sorbs 
of  medicinal  preparations.  Scheduling  poisons  doesn't  strike  at 
the  root  of  the  abuse.  A  clean  sweea  must  be  made.  Under 
the  Venereal  Disease  Act  the  professional  rights  of  the  medical 
men  are  enlarged  and  prot-ected.  It  is  now  the  turn  of  chemists 
to  wake  up  and  demand  equitable  protection  from  the  State. 
A  loral  ironmonger  opposite  my  premises  carries  on  what  is 
to  all  intents  and  {jurposea  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  cultivates  this  branch  of  trade  by  house-to-house 
calls  for  orders.  The  law  should  be  made  more  stringent  to 
prevent  or  suppress  such  anomalies.  A  youth  said  to  me 
recently  :  "  What?  Three  years'  apprenticeship  !  and  the  grocer 
or  ironmonger  will  give  me  15s.  to  start  with,  and  there  are 
BO  examinations  to  pass,  and  they  sell  what  you  sell."  Now  is 
the  time  to  bestir  oursetves,  and  not  after  the  war,  othenvise 
the  Greek  Kalends.  If  pharmacists  only  unite  solidly;  to  domaiid ' 
protection  on  the  above  lines,  our  profession  will  attain  economic 
as  well  as  professional  value. 

November  1,  1917.  '  Aspirin  "  (222/^9). 


The  Mile  Limit. 

I  hope  that  the  resolution  with  reference  to  the  limitation 
radius  of  one  mile,  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  East  Anglia. 
Federation,  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Federa- 
tion to  each  National  Health  County  Committee  which  the 
Federation  represents.  It  is  a  crying  shame  that  the  intention 
of  the  Act  to  provide  a  separate  staff  of  prescribers  and  of 
dispensers  should  be  so  curtailed  and  hampered.  It  is  of  no 
use  disguising  the  fact  that  the  rural  patients  and  chemists  are 
'"^lin?  sore  under  this  arbitrary  disability.  It  would  not  be 
t  of  pla.co  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  to  forward  the 
■folution  to  the  County  Committees  as  I  have  suggested.  I 
.-.ave  naturally,  sa  a  point  of  professional  honour  .nnd  propriety, 
never  rnado  any  difTere^noe  in  the  style  of  the  Insurance  dis- 
pensing from  ordinary  dispensing.  Evervthing  has  been  by  my 
direction  carriefl  out  »eeunilum  artfrn.  Clean  white  demy,  clean 
labels  fno  covering  over  the  old  one),  sealed,  and  turned  out 
equal  to  that  dispensed  for  my  Lady  Blank.  For  all  this 
care  I  am  credited  with  4d.  a  script.  It's  humbling  and  exas- 
perating, b'lt  a  Chairrnan  of  a  County  Commiittee  retorted 
vhfin  I  made  a  complaining  statement  to  him  of  the  insuffici- 
ency of  the  pay,  "It's  your  own  fault;  why  did  you  not 
stick  o-it  for  better  torms,  as  the  doctors  did  ?  You  accepted 
any  torm;\  in  your  d'^re  to  eat  the  work."  Is  not  this  true? 
With  my  apf*enticeship,    a.<)gi9tant3hip,  and  busine.ss  career  I 


have  liad  sixty-one  years'  experience,  and  now  at  seventy-Cve 
years  of  age  I  am  still  at  the  counter,  not  believing  in  an 
idle  life,  combining  this  amusement  with  bfting  an  Alderman 
of  the  county.  Justice  of  tho  Peace,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  late  Chairman  and  now  member  of  the  Urban 
Council,  Food  Control  Committee,  Charity  Trustee,  and  Edu- 
cation Comittee,  etc.  With  these  varieties  of  utilising  time, 
I  a.m  still  anxious  to  do  my  best  for  the  improvement  of 
phatmacy. 

Stowmarket,  Nov.  13,  1917.  George  Jaiies  Gostling. 


Non-Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

Mr.  Clarke  {P. J.,  November  10,  p.  228)  assumes  that  because 
there  ought  to  be  no  non-proprietor  pharmacists  there  are  none; 
but  the  existence  of  the  Central  Pharmacists'  Branch  of  the 
S.A.U.  is  disproof  of  this  assumption,  and  if  it  were  not  for 
tho  victimising  power  of  capital  that  organisation  would  have  a 
larger  membership  than  at  present.  The  employer  must  always 
be  the  arbiter  of  the  assistant's  fate,  as  long  as  there  is  an 
excess  of  unorganised  employes  under-bidding  one  another  for 
places.  "  Homo.  etc.  "  (ante,  p.  228)  is  egregiously  wrong.  The 
N.P.P.  tribe  are  neither  weak-kneed  nor  knock-kneed.  They 
are  stout  and  firm  in  their  "  unrlerstandings,"  and  are  marching 
on  "  steadily  and  strong"  tc  their  objective.  Does  "Homo" 
seriously  contend  that  either  now  or  in  the  "piping  times  of 
peace  "  there  are  openings  .'or  at  least  1,000  managers  or  qualified 
assistants  to  become  owners  of  businesses?  Where  is  the 
employe  to  find  tiie  capital  to  set  up  in  business  for  himself? 
He  certainly  can't  save  it  off  his  pittance  of  a  pay,  especially  at 
the  present  cost  ot  living.  If  "Homo"  managed  to  set  up  in 
business  for  himself  on  £50  he  was  lucky.  But  a  single  excep- 
tional case  is  no  criterion.  Judging  from  the  trend  of  events, 
the  company  chemists  are  more  likely  t».  supersede  individual 
pharmacists  than  contrariwise.  Both  embody  extremes.  The 
first  suffers  from  lack  and  the  latter  from  excess  of  individual- 
ism and  individuality.  Finally,  I  have  known  a  good  many 
hacks  to  kick  over  the  traces  and  break  loose,  only  to  discover 
that  they  were  mules,  so  that  their  last  state  was  worse  than 
their  first.  But  even  domesticated  animals  retain  some  traces 
of  the  "  herd  instinct,"  and  if  the  N.P.P.  pharmacist  is  to  cease 
to  be  an  isolated  beast  of  burden  he  must  regain  his  gregarious 
habit,  and  move  in  masses,  alike  for  self-preservation  and 
amelioration  of  his  lot. 
Enfield  Wash,  Nov.  11, 1917.  George  F.  Corrall. 


I  heartily  endorse  the  views  in  the  letter  of  "  Homo  Sapiens 
Erectus  "  {P. J.,  November  10,  p.  228).  For  several  years  I 
was  a  "  horse "  with  a  stony  road  to  travel  over.  (I  shall 
never  regret  the  experience,  it  has  proved  invaluable  in  my 
present  effortis.)  I  kicked  over  the  traces  at  last — the  idea 
of  the  knacker's  yard  as  a  finale  did  not  appeal  to  me,  and  I 
could  see  no  alternative.  With  great  difficulty  I  managed 
to  raise  the  necessary  capital,  and  in  spite  of  all  the 
cold  water  with  which  I  was  douched  I  started  on  my 
own  account.  But  I  should  like  to  ask  "  H.  S.  E."  what  could 
I  have  done  if  I  had  been  unable  to  find  the  small  capital 
necessary  to  start  a  one-man  business?  I  am  personally 
acquainted  with  several  men  who  would  start  to-morrow  it 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on  a  few  hundred  pounds,  or  even 
the  £50  which  "  H.  S.  E."  mentions.  I  have  known  men  who 
have  waited  for  years  (I  did  so  myself)  for  the  chance  of 
acquiring  a  business  on  "  terms,"  without  success.  For  a 
long  time  I  cherished  the  illusion  that  capital  could  be 
raised  on  the  strength  of  a  long  record  of  good  service  and 
sound  experience,  to  find  at  last  that  they  were  as  valueless 
as  an  unsir'tied  cheque.  One  could  imagine  a  variety  of  ways 
by  which  this  state  of  affairs  could  be  remedied.  My  fellow- 
craftsmen  could,  if  they  would,  solve  the  matter  by  forming 
a  financial  society  for  the  purposes  of  (1)  saving  money,  (2) 
investing  it  when  saved,  (3)  enabling  chosen  members  to  start 
on  their  own.  There  are  tremendous  difficulties  in  the  way, 
I  admit,  but  surely  such  difficulties  as  might  arise  could  be 
overcome.  In  tho  meantime,  many  a  man  of  education,  worth, 
experience,  and  qualification,  must  be  content  to  remain 
between  the  shafts  and  wear  blinkers. 
November  12,  1917.     -  "  A.N.D.E.S."  (223/1). 


Inadequate  Profits  on  Proprietaries. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  .1.  Bcetham  Wilson's  query,  which  may  b« 
paraphrased  thus:  "  How  much  longer  are  pharmacists  going  to 
stock  or  supply  profitless  proprietary  articles?"  I  venture  to 
predict — for  eighty-three  years,  at  least. 

Aldeburgh,  November  9,  1917.  G.  E.  Wiiaiams. 
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Cobbler's  Wax. 

You  me  ofif  it,  regarding  the  abovo.  It  is  made  as  follows : — 
ftwedish  pitdh,  2  lib. ;  resui,  1  lb. ;  tallow,  3  oz.  ;  melt  together. 
W(hen  molted,  pour  into  a  bucket  of  cold  water,  and  when 
you  can  handle  it  take  it  ouit  and  pull  it  and  fold  over,  and  pull 
again  and  again,  just  like  you  have  seen  a  sugar-boiler  pull 

seaside  rock."  Continue  tihc  process  until  you  get  a  nice 
brown  colour.  If  it  gets  too  stiff  before  this  hapjjem,  put  it 
m  some  warm  water  and  go  on  pulling,  llhis  is  the  secret  of 
making  good  cobbler's  wax.  I  have  seen  old  shoemakers  do 
this  sixty  years  ago.    While  plastic  it  is  cut  into  small  lump.s. 

Wakelield,  November  12,  1917.  W.  Poli.aed. 

In  our  reply  to  the  reader  wlio  asked  for  a  formula,  we  referred  to 
the  difficulty  we  experienced  in  running  down  r.ny  practical  information 
on  the  subject.  The  particulars  we  gave  were  couched  in  vague  terms, 
but  they  were  given  just  as  we  found  them.  Our  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  Pollard  for  enabling  us  to  place  a  working  formula  on  record.— 
Editor. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Form  V.  4021  (\V.  J.  H.— 222/30).— We  should  think  not. 

Pulv.  Ipecac.  Co.  (R.  R.  B.— 222/7).— Yes,  so  long  as  you  do 
not  si'.pply  to  Service  men. 

Supply  of  S.V.M.  (S.  F.  A.— 222/14).— llie  answers  to  your 
quosibions  are  : — (1)  No ;  (2)  Not  without  a  licence. 

Sugar  for  Syrups  (C.  .J.  B. — 222/12). — Report  circumstances 
to  tlio  Local  Food  Committee,  and  ask  for  amendment  of 
permit. 

Sugar  and  Cocaine  (S.  T.  P.— 222/27).— (1)  The  terms  of  the 
permit  for  sugar  are  those  imposed  by  the  Local  Food  Com- 
mittees.   (2)  Yes,  in,  whatever  form  supplied. 

Methylated  Spirit  Licence  (G.  M,  A.— 221/48).— No  licence  is 
required  to  sell  methylated  liniments.  If  you  do  not  retail 
S.V.M.  you  will  not  require  a  retailor's  licence. 

Methylated  Spirit  (H.  N.  P.— 222/35).— According  to  official 
infonnation  given  to  us,  a  licence  would  not  be  insisted  on  in 
respect  of  a  sale  of  a  preparation  containing  S.V.M. 

Selling  Price  of  Business  (C.  J.  B.— 222/17).— We  regret  we 
are  unable  to  estimate  the  probable  value  of  the  busine.=s  in 
question.  You  should  place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a 
valuer. 

P.J.F.,  No.  0266  (E.  T.— 222/29).— Tliis  is  for  an  ointment 
as,  follows: — Camphor,  j  lb.  ;  oil  of  lavender,  2  fl.  oz. ;  oil  of  rose- 
mary, 2  fl.  oz.  ;  balsam  of  Peru,  2  fl.  oz. ;  phenol,  1  fl.  oz. ;  soft 
paraffin,  Ij  lb. ;  wool  fat,  5  lb. 

Removing  Stains  of  Brilliant  Green  (M.  E.— 221/47).— The  best 
way  to  remove  brilliant  green  stains  from  the  hands  is  to  rub 
with  cotton  wool  soaked  in  alcohol,  or  with  a  little  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid  or  dilute  acetic  acid. 

Liquor  Ammoniae  Anisatus  (11.  M.  D. — 222/11). — Your  Codex 
vrill  inform  you  that  the  formula  for  this  is: — Oil  of  anise,  3'5; 
solution  of  anmionia,  15'0 ;  alcohol  to  lOO'O.  Dissolve  the  oil 
in  80  of  the  alcohol,  add  the  solution  of  ammonia,  and  make 
up  to  100. 

"Killing  Common  Dock  Plant  (W.  N.— 221/41).— Wee<l  killer 
would  certainly  kill  the  cojnnion  dock  plant,  but  it  would  also 
kill  the  other  plants,  although  it  is  not  likely  the  grass  would  be 
much  affected.  The  best  plan  is  to  go  civer  the  field  with  a  knife 
and  cut  off  the  plants  below  the  leaves.  This  shoidd  be  done  in  the 
winter,  when  there  is  no  fruit.  If  the  plant  is  Ruviex,  crispv.f. 
the  root  is  saleable. 

Freezing  Point  of  Petrol  (A.  T.  G.— 221/26). -In  further  reply 
to  youi  'iiquiry,  we  are  informed  by  a  correspondent,  whom  we 
thank,  that  the  freezing  point  of  petrol  is  —128°  C.  In  a  "  Note 
on  the  Inflammability  of  Petroleum  Spirit  at  Low  Tempera- 
tui-es,"  read  by  Mr.  J.  II.  Co.ste  before  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts  in  Apr-l,  it  was  stated  that  a  sample  of  Pratt's  spirit 
solidified  at  this  temperature. 

Tinct.  Lavand.  Co.  and  S.V.M.  (A.  B.  M.— 222/9).— In  the 
case  you  put  before  us  no  licence  would  be  required.  The 
Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  allow  the  u.se  of  methylated  spirit 
aa  an  ingredient  of  a  lotion.  You  must  assure  yourself,  how- 
ever, that  the  prescription  is  in  order  and  that  the  lotion  will 
be  used  as  such,  and  not  for  any  illegitimate  purpose,  such  as 
burning.    See  Editorial  Note  in  this  issue,  at  page  232. 

Supply  of  Cocaine  (A.  M.— 222/24).— Yes ;  a  chemist  who 
makes  up  an  anaesthetic  solution  of  the  strength  you  state 
for  a  fully  qualified  dentist,  and  also  supplies  it  to  the  clinic 
for  u.se  by  qualified  dentists,  under  bho  circumstances  you 
describe,  may  do  eo,  inasmuch  as  the  dentist  is  an  authorised 
pe4«on.  «nd  oan  be  supplied.    The  Register  must  be  filled  up 


with  the  quantity  and  the  percentage  strength  of  the  solution 
suppUed. 

Supply  of  Medicines  to  Sailors  (G.  C— 222/15).— We  reply 

to  your  various  queries  as  follows : — (1)  You  may  supply  such 
a  medicine  to  sailors;  (2)  Yes,  in  this  case  also;  (3)  No,  this 
comes  within  the  Army  Council  Regulations ;  (4)  Not  if  the 
preparation  contains  morphine;  (5)  No.  We  would  impress  upon 
you  and  others  who  put  questions  of  this  kind  to  us  the  advisa- 
bility of  reading  carefully  tlie  Regulations  published  from 
time  to  time  in  the  P.J. 

Cheap  Cold  Cream  (W.  D.— 220/19).— We  have  no  regular 
formula  for  a  cheap  cold  croam.  The  best  wo  can  do  is  to 
suggest  modification  of  an  accepted  formula  for  a  superior 
article,  liko  the  Ceratum  Galeni  of  the  Codex,  for  example.  In 
this  you  might  substitute  olive  or  cottonseed  oil  for  the  almond 
oil,  and  a  mixture  of  oil  of  bergamot  and  oil  of  lemon  for  the 
otto  of  ro.se.  It  is  doubtful  if  yoyi  can  produce  a  cold  cream 
made  in  the  ordinary  way  by  mixing  an  aqueous  solution  with 
a  fatty  base  which  will  not  tend  to  rust  tins  into  which  it  is 
filled. 

Neuralgia  Mixture  and  Indigestion  Mixture  (R.  R.  B.— 222/7). 
— Your  figures  of  the  fiist  formula  evidently  refer  to 
'  Pharmaceutical  Formulas.'  No.  7,  vol.  2,  would  therefor© 
be: — Ammon.  Bromid.,  2  fl.  drs.  ;  Acid.  Hydrobrom.  dil.,  2  fl. 
drs.  ;  Quinin.  Siilph.,  12  grs.  ;  Tr. ,  Gelsemii,  1^  fl.  dr.;  Syr. 
Aurantii,  6  fl.  drs.  ;  Aquam  ad  6  fl.  oz.  The  Indigestion  Mixture 
is  P.J.F.  3,116,  as  follows: — Ammon.  carb.,  lo  grs.;  sodium 
bicarb.,  80  grs. ;  comp.  tincture  of  rhubarb,  i  fl.  oz. ;  strong 
tincture  of  ginger  (B.P.,  1885),  40  minims;  peppermint  water  to 
4  fl.  oz. 

Wholesale  or  Analytical  Chemist  {L.  W.— 222/26).— We  should 
not  like  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  occupation  of  a 
wholesale  chemist  or  an  analytical  chemist  is  the  more  profit- 
able. Both  may  be  very  successful  from  the  financial  point  of 
view,  and  such  being  the  case,  your  best  course  would  be  to 
follow  tihat  which  appears  to  be  most  in  sympathy  with  your 
inclinations.  As  to  the  examination  which  you  should  pass,  we 
would  advise  that  you  study  for  the  matriculation  examination 
of  London  University,  and  then  take  your  degree  in  science. 
This  would  enable  you  to  enter  either  branch  of  chemistry 
thoroughly  equipped  with  the  ncces.sary  theoretical  knowledge. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU 

"  Toropax "  Effervescing   Mouth  Wash   Tablets  (161/9).- 

Maker?,  or  where  obtainable? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Where 
obtainable? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SUNDAY,  November  18. 

United  Arts  K'fles,  D  Company  (Pharmacistnl.— 
y\         10  a.m..  Company  parade  at    Waterloo  Main  Line 
//yj'W        station  Yard,  to  proceed  to  Efiher  for  trench  warfar*. 
/  tJ^^J  I        Uniform,  ma  cliing  order  with  pack,  valise  to  he  carried 
I  ^^V— ,   round  the  shoulilers  by  the  pack  straps.    Water  loottles 
^"-^in^^^ji^^CaS  must  be  full,  and  lunch  carried  in  haversack. 
CSr^Ly  ■  \y^f^     Tuesdny,  November  20.— 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parade 
Headquarters. 
Tiiursd.iy,  November  22. — 3  p.m.,  Nos.  I,  3,  and  4 
Platoons  parade  Headquarters.    N.B.— All  men  must  obtain  complete 
equipment  and  overcoats  from  Headquarters  at  once. 

MONDAY,  November  19. 
Edinburgfh  District  Cliem  sts'  Trade  Association.— Meeting  at  8.30. 
p.m.,  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Kdinburgb. 
Address  by  Mr.  Thos.  Stephenson,  F.C.8.,  on  "Modern  Business  and 
Business  Methods." 

TUESDAY,  November  20. 
Baling;  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association. — Meating  at  9  p.m. 

at  Buol's  Restaurant,  Sandringham  Parade,  Ealing, 

WEDNESDAY,  November  21. 

Edinburirh  Chemi-its'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  As^ocla- 
tlon.— Opening  Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  at  36,  York  Place.  Addresses, 
"Stepping  Stones,"  by.  the  President,  Mr.  J.  Adamson,  and  "Pharmacy 
of  To-dav,"  by  Miss  M.  Grant  Boag. 

Liverpooi  Chemists'  Association.— Meeting  at  8  p.m.,  at  the  BoyaJ 
Institution.  Colquitt  Street.  Address  by  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant, 
F.C.S  ,  of  Leeds,  entitled  '•  Pharmaceutical  Reconstruction." 

THURSDAY.  November  22. 
West  Ham,  East  Ham.  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmac'Sts. -Meeting  at  the  ProgresBive   Pharmacy  Clob, 
Arundel  Hotel,  Embankment,  W.C.  2. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  Is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Pharmaceatlcal  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  In  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
oi  tiny  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
logland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Boasia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
The  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 
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EDITOR:  CENTRAL  13413.  EDITOR:  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  "Pharmads,  London." 

EDITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17.  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


state-controlled  Commodities. 

AJthough  necessarily  tentative,  it  is  hoped  that  the  list  of  the 
above  oommodities    given  on  page  246  will  prove  iielpful  to 
our  readers  who  are  engaged  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
practice  of  pharmacy.    While  every  precaution  has  been  taken, 
to  verify  the  data  and  statements  embodied  in  the  list,  the 
precise  bearing  of  the  law  on  certain  points  is  at  present  some- 
what obscure,  and  in  our  attempted  elucidations  in  this  oonnec- 
f  on.  we  are  bound  to  draw  what  seem  to  be  the  reasonable 
erences  proper  to  each  case.    We  hope  as  time  goes  on  to 
•end  and  improve  the  list,    so  as  to  increase  its  practical 
-le  for  purposes  of  ready  reference  and  trustworthy  guidance 
all  concerned.    To  this  end  we  invite  and  shall  thankfully 
f;ive  authentic  information  from  any  source  upon  the  sub- 
such  as  the  fixed   minimum  retail  price  fixed  by  the 
'vemment  for    any  commodity  handled   by  pharmacists,  of 
.'.  .'lich  the  list  takes  or  may  take  cognisance. 

War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codes,  1911. 

This  Addendum,  which  comprises  formulae  to  replace  prepara- 
tions containing  glycerin  and/or  sugar  withdrawn  from  the 
Britiah  Pharmacopoeia,  1914,  and  also  from  a  number  of  the 
more  commonly  used  glycerin-  and  sugar<ontaining  prepara- 
tions included  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,  is 
BOW  ready  and  on  sale.  The  published  price  is  Is.  net,  or 
Is.  2d.  post  free,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Press,  17,  Bloom.sbury  Square,  London,  "WjCI.  As 
tiie  Addendum  is  an  indispensable  standard  of  reference  for  all 
diapensing  purposes,  and  also  takes  rank  as  a  presumptive 
sraodard  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  it  is  a  pre-requisite 
for  all  engaged  in  the  manufacture^  wholesaling,  dispensing,  or 
retailing  of  the  preparations  for  which  it  gives  formulae.  Earlv 
application  should  therefore  be  made  by  persons  desirous  of 
procuring  copies  of  the  publication. 

Pharmaciits  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  who  are  seekmg  resettlement  in  civil  life,  air©  requested  to 
oommuaicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
keep  a  register  of  all  men  of  the  above  oIms. 


[London,  Saturday,  November  24,  1917. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  SALE  OF  VENEREAL  REMEDIES. 

Although  we  believed  that  the  editorial  article  in  our 
issue  of  October  27  had  given  a  sufficiently  clear  and  specific 
leading  as  to  the  legal  conditions   under  which  venereal 
remedies  may  or  may  not  be  sold  either  in  a  scheduled  or 
non-scheduled  area,  it  is  manifest  from  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject that  continue  to  reacli  us  that  a  number  of  pharmacists 
are  still  perplexed  on  certain  points.      It  may  be  helpful, 
therefore,  to  restate  and  underline  what,  after  full  considera- 
tion, vi^e  conceive  to  be  the  law  in  this  connection.    First  and 
foremost,  it  should  be  definitely  and  positively  understood 
that  in  the  case  of  drugs  or  medicaments,  e.g.,  potass  per- 
manganate, zinc  sulphate,  lead  acetate,  potass  bicarbonate, 
potass  bromide,  and  many  others  which  may  be  used  for 
venereal  disease,  but  are  also  and  much  more  commonly  used 
for  many  legitimate  medicinal  purposes,  there  can  be  no  offence 
in  supplying  these  to  the  public,  either  in  a  scheduled  -or  non- 
scheduled  area,  provided  in  the  former  case  that  they  are  not 
prescribed    for   a   venereal   disease    by    the    vendor,  and 
in    both    ca,s€s    no    "holding    ouit    or  recommending" 
occurs.      But    ais    regards    -siandal-wood    oil    ox  oopaiba 
cap.«iules,  cubeb  paste,  iodoform  bougies,  and  other  medica- 
ments of  this  class,  inasmuch  as  the  nature  oi  the  drugs  or 
its  mode  of  preparation  or  application  is  in  itself  decisive  as  to 
the  specific  and  exclusive  use  to  which  it  is  to  be  put,  namely, 
for    the    treatment    of    venereal    disease,    we    are  advised 
that   no    medicament   of    this   character   can   be    sold  in 
a    scheduled    area    without    constructively    bringing  the 
transaction    within   the   definition   of   treatment   given  in 
Section   1  (1)  of   the   Venereal   Disease   Act.     As  already 
explained,   the   sale   by   retail   of   remedies   of   this  class 
may  be  continued  in  a  non-scheduled  area,  provided  there  is 
no  public  .advertisement  or  announcement  within  tha  meaning 
of  .Section  2  (1)  and  no  holding  out  or  recommending  as 
defined  in  Section  2  (2).  There  remains  anothei<  point  affecting 
scheduled  areas  which  still  seems  to  be  obscure  to  our  readers, 
namely  :  What  is  a  prescription  within  the  meaning  of  Sec- 
tion 1  (1)?  "Several  correspondents  take  the  view  that  so  long 
as  the  vendor  is  not  also  the  prescriber  any  written  order  for 
venereal  remedies  may  be  accepted  as  a  prescription.  There 
can  be  no  question  as  to  what  the  language  of  the  section 
means.    This  is  that  "  a  person  shall  not,  unless  he  is  a  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner,  for  reward  either  direct  or  in 
direct    .        .    prescribe  any  remedy    ..."  for  venereal 
diseass.    This  does  not,  of  course  cover  the  case  of  the  person 
who  prescribes  without  reward,  direct  or  indirect,  who  for 
the    most  part  is  a  negligible  factor,  but  the  plain  inference 
is  that  the  prescription  should  be  the  bond  fide  written  order 
of  a  "duly  qualified  medical  practitioner."    Theoretically,  if 
v?hat  presumably  and  on  the  face  of  it  is  a  genuine  prescrip- 
tion as  just  defined,  is  presented  to  a  pharmacist,  he  may  not 
be  legally  bound  to  satisfy  himself  of  itslgcnuineness,  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  in   all  cases  in  which  there  is  suspected 
evasion  of  the  law,  it  has  always  bsen  the  practice  to  decline 
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to  dispense  doubtful  or  pseudo-prescriiptions,  e.g.,  for  ergot  or 
Part  I.  poisons,  which  may  be  used  unlawfully.  And  un- 
questionably this  rule  ought  always  to  be  followed  when,  in 
a  scheduled  area,  the  prescription  is  a  suspicious  one,  and 
especially  when  +here  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  a  device 
to  perpetuate  forms  of  self-medication  and  treatment  which 
it  is  the  express  object  of  the  Act  to  discourage  in  the  interests 
of  public  health  and  morals.  We  are  keenly  alive  to,  and 
sincerely  sympathise  with,  the  dilemma  of  the  pharmacist  in 
his  wanderings  in  the  labyrinth  of  recent  war-emergency 
legislation.  But  the  way  of  duty  is  ever  a  narrow  and  rugged 
one,  whether  or  no  it  leads  to  the  stars,  and  in  these  pre- 
carious times,  when  not  only  national  survival,  but  the  fate  of 
civilisation  as  a  whole,  is  in  jeopardy,  and  all  classes  are 
called  upon  to  make  heavy  sacrifices  in  substance  and  service 
for  the  greater  good  of  their  country  and  of  mankind,  the 
pharmacist  is  under  a  double  obligation  to  bear  his  share  in 
the  great  task  of  "  easing  the  burden  of  the  world's  woe." 


BLINDED   soldiers;  CHILDREN. 

In  our  issue  of  Sepitemlber  22,  page  136,  we  publLshed  a  sum- 
mary of  an  appeal  circulated  by  iSir  Arthur  Pearson  to  raise 
a  fund,  which  should  not  be  less  than  £250,000,  to  provide 
an  allowance  of  5s.  per  week  until  the  age  of  sixteen  for  each 
of  the  children  of  soldiers  and  sailors  blinded  in  the  war  who 

Ar.3  not  covered  by  the  State  allowance,  which  is  granted  only 
to  children  born  before  or  within  nine  months  of  the  soldier's 
or  sailor's  discharge.  A  letter  on  this  subject  from  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  was  remitted  at  the  Council  meeting  in  November 
to  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee,  which  reported  to  the 
Council  meeting  on  November  7  that,  while  in  fullest 
sympathy  with  the  object  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson's 
appeal,  it  was  precluded  by  its  constitution  from 
making  any  grant  for  such  a  purpose ;  but  it  was 
recommended  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  so 
laudable  a  scheme  through  the  official  Journal,  and  that  the 
Editor  should  invite  subscriptions  to  be  sent  through  him  to 
Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  224,  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l.  This 
recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  it  is  now 
our  privilege  to  appeal  to  all  members  of  the  Society,  and 
other  readers  of  the  Journal  connected  with  pharmacy,  to 
give  freely  to  a  cause  which  surely  needs  no  special  pleading 
to  commend  it  to  the  acceptance  and  support  of  all  patriotic 
citizens.  Thanks  to  the  wonderfully  contrived  system  of 
training  at  St.  Dunstan's,  m'uch  is  being  done  to  enable 
blinded  soldiers  and  sailors  to  overcome  the  dii'e  disability 
imposed  on  them  by  loss  of  sight,  and  fit  them  to  earn  a 
livelihood.  But  €\"en  at  the  best,  these  victims  of  the  war 
must  jilways  be  at  a  grave  economic  disadv^antage  as  com- 
pared with  their  fellow -workers  who  retain  the  unspeakable 
biessiiig  and  power  of  sight.  And  tiherefore  they  ha\-6  a 
special  claim  on  our  consideration.  These  men  who 
Biave  been,  and  others  who  yot  '  may  be,  deprived  of 
the  most  precious  and  indispensable  of  all  the  five 
senses,  are  veritable  saviours  of  their  country,  but  for 
whom  we  might  be  sharing  the  fate  of  Belgium  and  Serbia, 
and  it  behoves  all  of  us,  at  whatever  sacrifice,  to  contribute 
by  every  means  in  our  power  to  the  physical,  economic,  and 

I  moral  welfare  of  these  heroic  defenders  of  our  hearths  and 
homes,  and  of  their  offspring,  in  order  that  we  may  make,  not 
compensation,  which  is  impossible,  but  some  little  return  by 
th';  grace  of  social  service  and  brotherly  kindness  for  all  that 
they  have  done  and  suffered  that  Britain  and  the  higher 
civilisation  of  the  world  may  survive  and  advance  in  us  and 
in  our  common  posterity.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Editor,  who  will  publish  a  list  of  them  in  the  Journal 
from  time  to  time.  Receipts  for  remittances  will  be  sent  to 
.subscribers  from  th^  office  of  the  fund  at  the  above-named 
London  add-.:^ss 


WITH  THE  PALESTINE  ARMY. 

BY  H.  E.  CHAPUAN. 


A  Modern  Odyssey. 

War  has  taken  up  by  the  roots  many  people,  and  set  tbem 
in  places  and  among  scenes  they  httle  thought  to  see  in  those 
{ar-o£f  days  before  the  Great  Upheaval !  Some  of  us  whose 
outlook  was  bounded  by  the  narrow  horizon  of  pharmacy,  witli 
its  surpassingly  fe,v  opportunities  for  rorriance  or  adventure, 
have  by  reason  of  the  call  to  arms  been  since  granted  a  fair 
measure  of  both.  Serving  for  a  time  in  England  as  dispenser 
to  a  field  ambulance,  the  tide  of  war  bore  me  with  my  unit 
to  Eastern  scenes  two  years  ago.  Gallipoli,  Sinai,  the  Weetern 
Desert  of  Egypt,  and,  latest  of  all,  Southern  Palestine,  com 
prise  an  Odyssey  the  interest  and  variety  of  which,  at  any 
rate,  compensate  for  such  things  as  long  absences  from  civilisa- 
tion and  the  incidental  diecomforts  of  an  Elastern  campaign. 

Rough  Notes  of  an  Eastern  Campaign, 

These  .rough  notes  concern  only  the  last-named  theatre,  and 
are  observations  dealing  with  one's  life  and  experiences  during 
operations  in  this  war-scarred  Holy  Land.  Unlike  the  Turk, 
who  made  his  disastrous  journey  to  the  Suez  Canal  mainly  on 
foot  across  the  unkind  desert,  reinforcements  of  the  Army  which 
drove  him  out  of  Sinai  and  across  the  Palestine  border  to  the 
walls  of  Gaza  are  conveyed  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  actual 
firing  line  by  means  of  an  excellent  permanent  railway,  the 
building  of  vphich  is  justly  held  to  be  one  of  the  moat  im 
pojrtant  aahievements  of  this  campaign.  The  journey  from 
Alexandria  to  the  edge  of  the  Suez  Canal  is  an  interesting  one. 
Crossing  the  famous  waterway,  we  were  soon  entrained,  and 
began  the  long  and  by  no  means  luxurious  journey  to  the 
immediate  "  Back  of  the  Front."  Packed  tightly  into  open 
trucks,  through  the  scorching  sun  by  day  and  the  chilly  dews 
of  night,  th©  trainload  of  modem  Crusaders  rolled  on  over 
mile  after  mile  of  desert,  arid  and  desolate,  till  at  last  the  sand 
gave  way  to  signs  of  vegetation,  and  the  last  stages  of  our 
journey  were  through  terrain  upon  which  Nature  had  smiled 
more  generously — rolling  downs  and  glimpses  of  cultivated 
garden-land,  groves  of  trees,  and  waving  barley-fields. 

A  Tragic  Reminder  of  the  Realities  of  War. 

Not  long  after  we  lhad  settled  down  in  our  allotted  area,  and 
the  camp,  with  its  complement  of  hospital  marquees,  had  been 
set  up,  cam©  a  tragic  reminder  that  we  were  in  the  war  zone. 
Early  one  morning  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  a  long-range 
gun,  and,  whether  by  accident  or  design,  swept  the  whole  area 
occupied  by  a  number  of  field  ambulances  (our  own  included) 
with  a  storm  of  high  explosive.  It  was  a  most  unpleasant 
experience,  and  unfortunately  quit©  a  number  of  our  men  were 
killed  and  wounded,  most  of  the  other  ambulances  suffering 
in  a  .similar  manner.  In  one  case  a  shell  exploded  right  in  the 
dispensary,  killing  two  orderlies  and  smashing  the  equipment 
all  to  bits.  A  fellow-pharmacist  in  my  own  unit  had  ]ust  left 
his  bivouac  when  a  shell  burst  close  to  it.  Going  back  later  on, 
ho  found  that  his  belongings  had  suffered  considerably— an 
expensive  safety  razor  had  "  stopped  a  bit,"  and  in  the  body 
of  a  stick  of  shaving-soap  a  portion  of  shell-case  was  firmly 
embedded.  After  this  strafing  we  soon  shifted  to  a  more 
salubrious  spot;  in  fact,  for  quite  a  long  tune  existence  ^as 
been  a  series  of  packings-up  and  moving  from  one  place  to  the 
other  as  the  requirements  of  the  situation  have  demanded. 

Samson's  Gaza. 
During  the  attack  on  the  Gaza  position  in  April  I  wae  able 
to  some  extent  to  watch  the  effects  of  our  gun-fire  on  the 
trenches  and  ridges  protecting  that  historic  town,  and  oould 
see  plainly  the  flashes  from  the  guns  of  tlie  vessels  out  at  sea, 
and  the  columns  of  smoke  and  earth  thrown  up  by  the  bursting 
shells.  Viewed  through  glasses  on  a  quieter  day,  Gaza  itself 
seemed  a  picturesque  and  smiling  town.  Across  the  intervenmg 
ridges  and  plain  the  aun  shone  on  the  roofs  of  its  houses  and 
the  white  minaret  of  the  Grand  Mosque,  a  dark  green  belt  ot 
woods  forming  an  effective  background.  The  intensely  clear 
blue  skies  usually  prevailing  hero  give  to  the  spectator  un- 
rivalled opportunities  for  watching  those  phases  of  aer  al 
activity  now  an  everyday  part  of  warfare,  and  provide  the 
flying  "men  themselves  wth  advantages  not  possessed  by  their 
brothers  on  the  greyer  Western  front.  As  on  oth-^r  front*, 
aeroplanes  play  a  great  part  in  the  campaign.  Owing  to  the 
facility  with  which  they  can  drop  bombs,  there  are  tho.ie  of 
us  who  wish  devoutly  at  times  that  the  Brothers  Wrigtit  had 
utilised  their  inventive  energy  in  other  directioris.  I  have 
seen  tho  perfect  beautv  of  an  Eastern  moonlight  night  rudely 
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disturbed  by  a  raiding  Taubc,  flyinsf  low  and  dropping  bombs 
on  tents  Sheltering  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  plainly  marked 
as  such,  and  when  the  patients  and  orderlies  ran  put  to  find 
shelter  the  airman  gave  them  a  valedictory  shower  of  bullets 
from  his  machine  gun. 

An  Eclipse  of  the  Moon. 

Another  night  recently,  wJjen  the  moon  was  at  the  full,  pro- 
vided an  event  interesting  enough,  and  free  of  any  tragical 
import.  This  was  a  total  eclipse  of  that  luminary — not  visible 
n  Great  Britain,  I  believe.  The  only  people  who  seemed  at  all 
affected  by  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion  were  members  of  the 
native  camel  transport  corps,  some  distance  away;  evidently 
Eot  imderstanding  the  cause  of  the  deepening  gloom,  they 
wailed  and  chanted  horribly,  perhaps  hoping  to  ward  off  the 
evil  spirits  who  had  extinguished  the  bright  lamp  of  night. 

A  Historic  Theatre  of  War. 

Quite  A  lot  has  been  written  recently  regarding  the  nature 
o£  the  country  in  which  we  are  now  operating.  Historically  it 
13  eteeped  in  interest.  Assyrian  and  Egyptian  armies  have 
passed  this  way.  Alexander  the  Great  besieged  Gaza,  and 
quite  close  to  the  present  city  of  that  name  tradition  ascribes 
the  site  of  Samson's  exploits,  physical  and  amatory.  Trench 
diggers  have  unearthed  parts  of  marble  and  alabaster  pillars, 
Uie  remains  of  ancient  temples.  Earthworks  construoted  by  the 
Crusaders  still  stand— landmarks  and  reminders  of  those  strange 
waves  of  religious  fervour  and  enthusiasm.  The  paler  strain 
of  the  natives  inhabiting  some  of  the  neighbouring  villages  is 
aacnbed  to  the  soldiers  of  Napoleon's  army,  who  were  here- 
abouts more  than  a  hundred  years  ago.  "  Wadis  "'  or  dry 
watercourses,  are  a  marked  geographical  feature  of'\he  land- 
scape. Dned  up  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  they  carry 
away  the  great  volume  of  rain  wliich  falls  in  the  wet  season. 
Beat  known  is  the  Uady  Ghuzee,  the  scene  of  many  fierce 
encounters,  and  recently  brought  into  notice  again.  In  many 
{Mrts  the  countij  is  not  unlike  our  own  Sussex  Downs  with 
its  roUing  stretches  of  sparse  grassland  interspersed  with  ridge 
and-wady.  Scattered  ihere  and  there  are  groves  of  trees 
now  heavy  with  half-ripe  fruit,  and  plots  of  cultivated  soil 
enclosed  by  thick  hedges  of  the  prickly  pear  and  cactus.  Inside 

^"^  ^'i^^'  pomegranate, 
K   '  ■f"^.,™^^^"-    Cl°se  at  hand  is  a  clump  of  almond  trees 
laden  «uh  its  crop  of  Amygdala  Amara.     Standing  on  a  ridg^ 
J^"  A^^t^  one  looks  down  upon  a  stretch  of  landscape  fair 
adeed,  decked  with  waving  palms  and  groves  of  fig  and  olive, 

W,l    frl''  i  '^''^  ^'id  ^  «el  of  deepest 

blu^    In  the  fields  of  barley  the  poppy  blooms  luxuriantly 

found  ^'^'^  ^"'^  primrose  can 

Pullulating  Small  Animal  Life. 

of^^Jn"'*""-^  Trr^^'l^u'"  '^'^  °f         »  the  abundance 

bl  a^-L  wXlil  A-  ^J'^'^^'^^  g°es  the  ground  seems  to 
flLh;r  ,1,^1    •  and  grasshoppcrs-the  latter  in  their  short 

fl^..  disclosing  beautiful  y  coloured  wings  of  terra-cotta  or 
pmyle.  Scorpions  of  the  large  black  variety  abound,  and  are 
Uked  upon  by  the  troops  with  much  diiavour,  then  stfn° 
being  extremely  pamful,  and  sometimes  dangerous.    (We  havl 

,ff.'^"^T'^***^?'"''l'^"°"^  ^  satisfactory  treatment  for 
the-w  stings.)    Tarantula^,  too,  are  occasionally  met  with  and 
the  persistent  song  of  the  cricket  enliven.,  the  watches  of  the 
of  indu,t  J'  On       why  Solomon  chose  the  ant  as  his  emblem 
industry.    On  every  side  they  can  be  seen  at  their  labour,, 
rf^  .t"- "71'  ^^^''^      ^"''o"^-    They  stream  t<^ 

^til  h  ^"^^f^f?*'  an  example  of  concentrated 

energy  hard  to  emulate  in  this  rather  enervating  clime  '  \  fresh 
^I^aL/aIL  v-^  tempers  the  otherwiss  extreme  heat  of 
doudless  days,  making  the  temperature  far  more  bearable  than 
C^jT^nrJ  ^i^*'"  near  Suez  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
t^a  zone,  ul,-r<-  clinical  thermomrfors  harJ  a  tendency  to 
register  never  less  than  the  maximum  110°,  and,  in  their  efforts 
Ik J>         t^i'^l'  *  frequency  mo.,t  annoying  to 

those  ^ho  had  charge  of  them,  and  where  all  ointments  became 
ou,  and  their  components,  -nich  as  ammoniated  mercury  or 
zmo  oxide,  always  repo.ed  in  bulk  on  the  bottom  of  the  iar 
By  g^^d  luck,  we  have  been  encamped  for  the  greater  part  of 
our  time  m  positions  more  or  less  within  reach  of  the  sea  In 
jwcum.tances  whero  water  for  washing  nurpoxes  i«  extremely 
tarut^d.  thi,  np^rne.^s  to  bat>,ing  facilities  is  an  advantaec  indeed 
one  r,,  which  full  use  has  been  made  whenever  possible  For 
aulefl  the  coast  fringed  with  splendid  sands,  and  thou'rh  in 
awny  parts  hidden  rocks  and  swift  currents  make  bathing  rlither 
^gerous,  there  are  plenty  of  safe  areas  set  aside  for  the  pm- 
pose,  and  mont  exhilarating  surf  baths  c^n  be  indulged  in  as 
well.  Here  on  the  beach  one  meets  with  representatives  of 
•very  type  which  goes  to  make  up  the  t.nily  Imperial  Army 


employed  oir  ihis  front.  The  lis'^  would  be  too  long  to 
enumerate. 

The  Devastating  Trail  of  War. 

Scattered  about  the  countryside  are  numerous  deserted  farm 
buildings  adjacent  to  the  cultivated  soil.  Quaint  houses  and 
stables,  built  mainly  of  mud,  wood,  and  straw,  they  .stand  mute 
witnesses  to  the  desolation  of  war.  One  imagines  that  the 
Turks,  retreating,  drove  the  dwellers  out  of  their  holdings  and 
sent  them  homeless  into  the  interior.  Interesting,  too,  are  the 
many  wells  that  one  meets  with.  Probably  dating  back  to 
Biblical  times,  to-day  they  supply  (after  steiilisation)  w.ite^  to 
the  thirsty  British  troops  and  their  horses  and  mules.  Usually 
enclased  with  an  outer  wall  and  a  porch  built  over  the  opening, 
they  stand  ooninleto  with  the  horizontal  woodsn  wheel  and  bar, 
by  means  of  w^hich  the  water  is  raised  by  mule  or  ass  power. 
In  some  cases  our  people  are  using  small  pumping  engines  as 
a  more  rapid  method  of  supplying  their  wants. 

Old  and  New  Methods  of  Transport. 

Contrasts  of  old  and  new  methods  are  many,  and  in  particular 
one  notes  the  methods  employed  for  transport.  Motors  abound, 
atio  e.specialiy  light  ambulance  curs,  which  within  certain 
limitations  are  largely  used  for  the  transfer  of  sick  and  wounded. 
But  the  camel  is  ubiquitous.  This  ungainly  animal  fulfils 
almost  all  requirements.  He  bears  the  wounded  from  places 
inaccerj'^ible  to  any  kin.l  of  wheeled  vehicle.  Each  field  ambu- 
lance is  allotted  a  certain  number  of  camels  (with  native 
attendants)  for  use  as  required.  Water,  rations,  ammunition, 
stores  of  all  kinds  are  conveyed  by  the  same  agency  to  the 
trenches.  The  number  of  animals  employed  must  be  huge  and 
the  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  them  incalculable.  All 
the  same,  he  is  an  unlovable  creature,  and,  as  the  Australians 
say,  "Not  n,  white  man's  beast."  It  is  a  picturesque  sight  to 
watch  a  camel  convoy  wending  its  way  across  the  open  in  snake- 
like formation,  with  the  dark-skinned  native  drivers,  clad  in 
blue  robes,  walking  beside  their  charges  and  chanting  inter- 
minably a  crooning  Arabic  refrain. 

Conditions  of  Living. 

Conditions  under  which  one  lives  out  here  are  not  too  hard. 
Rations  are  plentiful,  and  tihe  water  supply  is  generally  suflB- 
cient,  though,  of  course,  in  such  a  country  as  this  there  is  none 
to  waste.  We  sleep  in  bivouacs,  simple  structures  built  of  a 
blanket  and  a  pole,  affording  sufficient  shelter  from  the  sun 
by  day  and  the  dew  by  night  (so  far  rain  has  not  entered  into 
our  calculations).  Close  at  hand  is  a  funk-hole  to  dive  into 
in  case  of  danger  from  shell  or  bomb.  Clothing  is  of  the 
scantiest  nature — generally  shorts,  a  .shirt,  and  the  usual  sun- 
helmet  and  boots — unljss,  of  course,  one  is  on  the  march,  when 
all  equipment  must  be  carried.  For  recreation,  wherever  there 
is  an  available  scrap  of  ground,  football  is  played  with  all  the 
zest  of  the  season  at  home,  though  this  can  only  be  done  in  the 
short  and  cooler  evening  hours.  Every  unit  seems  able  to  pro- 
duce a  football,  and  makes  good  use  of  it  whenever  opportunity 
offers.  Some  are  lucky  enough  to  possess  gramophones,  and 
surroundings  that  once  echoed  to  the  martial  hymn  tunes  of  the 
Israelites  now  ring  with  the  strains  of  rag-time  or  sentimental 
melodies ! 

The  Pharmaceutical  Service. 

Of  purely  pharmaceutical  interest  there  is  little  to  relate.  In 
one's  routine  duties  the  Star  of  Galen  is  followed  to  that 
limited  extent  allowed  by  the  exigencies  of  military  service 
and  the  requirements  of  the  field.  Supplies  of  surgical  and 
medical  stores  are  liberal.  Castor  oil.  bismuth,  and  aspirin 
seem  to  be  the  materia  medica  in  greatest  demand  just  now. 
Largo  quantities  of  the  useful  iodine  ampoule  are  employed  in 
the  field.  My  present  jispensary  is  a  square  hole  dug  in  the 
ground,  with  ledges  cut  out  of  the  sides  for  shelves,  and  on 
these  are  arrayed  the  various  panniers  and  parts  of  medical 
equipment  and  all  tablets,  drugs,  etc..  in  use.  Sometimes  I 
think  that  to  go  back  to  the  old  conditions  of  pharmaceutical 
life  will  be  strange  indeed  after  the  vicissitudes  of  the  last  three 
years.  In  the  meantime,  one  waits  for  the  opportunity  of 
doing  so  to  come  along  ! 


PRACTICAL  NOTE. 


Euresol  Hair  Lotion. 

Eure.sol   8  C.c. 

Mercuric  chloride    0  24  Gm. 

Spirit  of  formic  acid  (N.F.)    30  C.c. 

Castor  oil    4  C.c. 

.Alcohol,  q.s..  to  make  300  C.c. 
Apply  to  the  .scalp  evei7  morning  against  dandruff  artd  bald- 
ness,— Journ.  Amer.  Phnrm.  Assoc.,  .July.  1917.  646. 
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STATE  CONTROLLED  COMMODITIES. 


Tho  following-  I'lovisional  List  of  Articles  usod  or  Retailed 
hy  Pllwrmaoiats  which  are  subject  to  'Regulation  by  the  Ministry 
of  Munitions  or  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  been  compiled  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive,  as  adopted 
b\-  the  Council  of  tho  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  its  meeting  on 
No\ember  7.  Tne  list  is  necessarily  incomplete,  but  will  be 
revised  and  published  with  alterationa  and  additions  from  time 
to  time  :  — 

Ac.  Acetic. — If  ordered  in  quantities  exceeding  about  7  lbs.  at 
a  time,  application  must  'l>e  made  for  a  permit  to  the  (Director, 
Chemical  Section,  Trench  Warfare  Supply  Department,  King 
Charles  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.  1. 

Benzene,  Benzine.— (Mmst  not  be  retailed  iin  quamtities  exoeed- 
iiin  two  fluid  ounces  at  a  time. 

Glycerin. — As  from  April,  1916,  buyers  have  been  required  to 
give  a  guarantee  to  manufacturers  that  all  medicinal  glycerin 
delivered  is  to  be  used  only  for  making  up  Britis.h  Pharmacopoeia 
or  B.P.  Codex  preparations,  or  where  it  is  prescribed  in  inda- 
vidtial  cases  either  alone  or  in  combination  by  a  dvi\y  qualified 
medical  practitioner.  These  restrictions  are  now  effectively  ex- 
tended by  the  stoppage  hy  the  State  of  the  manufactui-e  of 
medioinal  glycerin,  the  withdrawal  by  the  General  Medical 
Council  from  the  Pharmacopoeia,  with  the  exception  of  glycerin 
itself,  of  all  glycerina  and  other  preparations  containing 
glycerin,  and  by  the  publication  of  the  '  Addendum  (War  Emer- 
gency Formulary)  to  the  "  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1911,"  ' 
wJiich  contains  glycerin  substitute  formulae.  (P. J.,  October  28, 
1916,  p.  412  :   November  10,  1917,  p.  215.) 

Malt  and  Extract  of  iMalt.— It  is  not  permissible  to  utilise 
malt  for  domestic  purposes,  in  the  prepao-aition  of  beef  and 
malt  wine,  or  home-made  extract  of  malt.  Manufaxjturers  of 
malt  extract  must  obtain  a  hoence  to  manufacture  the  extract, 
and  also  to  sell  it  to  their  customers,  but  no  licence  is  required 
to  retail  it  to  the  pulbdic. — {P.J.    June  2,  1917,  p.  462.) 

Plasmon  Oats.— Retailed  at  9d.  per  packet  under  special 
licence. 

Robinson's  Patent  Groats.— Sale  authorised  by  Food  Con- 
troller's licence,  to  be  oestricted  as  faj-  as  practicable  to  invalids 
and  children,  at  a  retail  price  not  exceeding  Is.  iper  lb. 

Mineralised  Spirit  (Industrial  Spirit).— Can  only  be  obtained 
if  an  undertaking  is  given  and  accepted  that  it  is  to  be  wed 
for  war  purposes  or  in  the  composition  of  essential  medicinal 
preparations.  It  will  not  be  supplied  for  toilet  requisites  or  the 
manufacture  of  perfumes  or  essences.— (P.J'.,  October  6,  1917, 
p.  153.) 

Mineralised  Methylated  Spirit.— No  hcence  is  required,  pro- 
vided it  is  ordered  in  a  quantity  not  exceeding  four  gallons.  It 
should  not  be  sold  for  burning  or  heating  purposes,  and'  it  is 
not  necessary  for  a  chemist  to  hold  a  retailer's  licence  for  the 
sale  of  lotions  iji  wihioh  methylated  apirit  is  am  ingredient,  wliiah 
are  intended  for  outwiard  application.— (P./.,  Nov.  17,  p.  232.) 

Sugar. — The  pharmacist  in  retail  business  was  treated  as  a 
manufacturer  under  tho  Regulated  Distribution  of  S'Uigar  scheme, 
provided  that  he  applied  for  supplies  on  the  prescribed  form. 
No.  S  13,  to  his  Local  Food  Office  on  or  before  September  22 
oi  tnis  year.  In  the  event  of  shortage  of  supplies  the  general 
public  and  some  other  users  will  receive  a  certain  measure  of 
preference  over  manufacturers'  allowances,  except  such  as  relate 
to  drugs  and  mediicinal  preparations. — (P.J.,  Aug.  11,  1917, 
p.  61;  Sept.  15,  p.  119:   Sept.  22,  p.  132.) 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 

Drug  Accounts  Committee  (Scotland). 

A  memoa-and'um  summarising  tile  work  done  by  this  Com- 
mittee wiaa  suihmitted  to  the  Annuajl  Conference  of  Insoiranoe 
Comnattees  at  Perth  on  Ootoiber  26  and  27.  The  memoran- 
dum deals  v\-ith  the  following  among  other  eubjeots  : — Average 
pnce  per  form  1915,  9-74d. :  1»16.  9-96d.  ;  1917,  9-54d. 
Poiion  Botiles.—As  a  result  of  a  scrutiny  made  of  all  Insur- 
ance prescriptions  throughout  Scotland  for  Jidy,  1917,  it 
wao  found  that  the  total  amount  paid  for  poison  bottles  wa« 
ov'er  £53.  It  is  estimated  thiat  for  the  ve<aa-  the  totaj  amount 
payable  in  this  reapeot  would  be  over  "£500,  and  it  is  sug- 
jeeted  that  the  prioe  of  poiecn  (bottles  be  made  a  deposit  by 
the  insured  person  in  the  same  way  as  other  medicine  bottles. 
Irregular  Preacriptions,  etc.— In  view  of  the  continuance  of 
Tanous  irregTilaritiea  the  Committee  recommend  (1)  that 
chemists  be  again  instructed  to  send  in  their  prescnptionfl 
monthly;  (2)  tJiat  practitioners  be  instructed  to  aubscribe  their 
signature  in  full;  (3)  that  the  attention  of  practitioners  be 
•.gain  directed  to  the  necessity  of  lusing  correct  index  marks; 
»nd  (4)  that  practitioners,  when  acting  as  deputy,  be  re- 
quested to  indioa.te  clearly  for  vrhom  they  are  acting. 


Glasgow  Burgh.-^Presentation  to  Col.  McEwan. 

At  a  meeting  of  tho  Glasgow  Burgh  Insurance  Committee  on 
November  11,  Col.  R.  D.  MoEwan,  who  lately  irctired  from  th» 
Ohairinian!kliip  of  the  Committee,  was  presented  with  several 
valuable  gifts  in  reoogiiition  of  his  great  services  as  Chairman 
of  tho  Committee  since  its  inception.  Mr.  John  Grieve,  the 
present  Cliairinan,  in  making  tho  presentation,  expressed  the 
high  appreciation  with  which  Clol.  MoEwan'e  services  had  been 
regarded  by  the  Commititee  and  the  regret  wihidh  they  all 
felt  at  his  iresignation,  though  they  recognised  that  his  strenuous 
work  as  Cliief  Military  Repre.sentative  had  made  it  practically 
impossible  for  him  to  continue  both  offices.  Col.  MoEwaji  fit- 
tingly and  feelingly  replied,  ithanking  the  Committea  for  their 
loyal  support  and  exijiressing  great  regret  at  the  neceasary 
severance  of  his  connection  with  them.  One  of  the  gifts  was 
a  handsome  silver  tea-kettle,  which  bore  the  inscription,  "  Pi-e- 
sented  to  Col.  MoEwan,  V.D.,  D.L.,  by  members  of  the  Gla^ow 
Burgh  Insurance  Oommi/titee."  Col.  MoEwan  has  on  many 
occasions  displayed  a  .sympathetic  and  more  than  usually  intel- 
ligent interest  in  Scottish  pharmacy,  particularl.y  in  oonneotion 
with  Insurance  business,  and  his  demission  of  office  is  regretted 
by  Scottis'h.  and  especi.ally  iby  Glasgow,  pharmacists. 

Sbeffleld.— Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was  held  on 
Novemiber  16.  Mr.  A.  H.  Culverhouse  presiding.  The  July 
report  from  the  Checking  Bureau  was  read  and  considered  as 
quite  satisfactory.  The  terniis  for  1918  dispensing  are  to  be- 
recommended  for  aooeptanco  by  the  panel  chemists.  The  Chair- 
man supplemented  tihe  reading  of  the  Commissioners'  letter  by 
observations  on  the  Conference  at  which  he  was  present  on 
November  12.  The  Comimittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  terms 
arc  some?  improvement  on  last  year.  A  meetiag  of  panel  chemiat* 
is  to  be  held  on  November  22.  A  copy  of  the  Codex  Addendum 
is  to  be  sent  to  eaohi  panel  chemist. 

Warwickshire. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  at  Leamington, 
on  November  7,  the  Clerk  repoirted  the  setting  up  of  the 
Inquiries  Section  of  the  Central  Checking  Bureau,  which  had 
already  been  found  useful.  Mr.  Nundy  gave  a  resume  of  the  Dis- 
trict meeting  at  Birmingham,  and  the  result  of  the  delegates' 
meeting  in  London  was  reported  by  the  Clerk.  The  work  of  the 
Pricing  Bureau  had  improved  lately,  January  being  the  only 
month  to  which  exception  could  be  taken.  Methylated  liniments 
were  to  be  used  in  the  Insurance  dispensing,  dating  from  January 
1,  1918.  

PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


National  Health  Insurance  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

Friday  was  set  aside  for  the  second  reading  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Bill  (1917),  an  amending,  consolidating,  and 
financial  measure  o  47  clauses,  so  complicated  tihat  the  Govern- 
ment had  on  Monday  to  issue  an  explanatory  memorandum 
to  it. 

The  Government's  intention  was  to  send  the  measure  to  Grand 
Committee  after  second  reading.  Even  so  its  passage  into  law 
this  session  could  not  be  achieved  against  serious  oppKJsition, 
and  dt  was  suggested  that  the  Government,  through  Sir  Edwin 
Cornwall,  who  has  charge  of  the  measure,  would  compromise 
with  the  stronger  approved  societies  and  their  friends  in  the 
House,  who  have  grave  objections  to  the  Bill's  proposal  to  set 
up  a  Special  Risks  Fund. 

This  Fund  is  to  be  £150,000  annually  from  the  Exchequer,  to- 
gether with  part  of  the  general  Sinking  Fund  si't  up  by  the 
first  Insurance  Act.  Its  purpose  is  to  assist  Societies  \vhose 
finances  are  strained  by  the  unhealthy  or  risky  eny^i'ivment  of 
their  members,  or  by  other  causes  beyond  tihe  oomiol  of  the 
Societies. 

The  stronger  Approved  Societies  do  not  hke  the  ideii.  and 
representatives  of  what  are  described  as  the  solvent  Societies 
were  to  confer  on  Thursday  with  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall.  To  the 
other  grant  proposed  under  the  new  Bill — that  of  £250,0(X)  amju- 
ally  to  the  insured  women  to  make  the  finances  of  their  societies 
sound — little  objection  is  taken. 

Tlie  only  clause  directly  affecting  pharmacists  is  39,  a  declara- 
tory clause  intended  to  remove  an  ambiguity  in  the  drafting  of 
Section  33  of  the  1913  Act,  dealing  with  the  income  of  Panel  and 
Pharmaceutical  Comrqittees. 

Enforcement  of  Business  Names  Acts. 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  Wardle  (President  Boaiyi  of  "Trada) 
assured  the  House  that  the  provisions  of  the  Registration  of 
Business  Names  Act  were  enforced  in  every  case  of  default 
coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

No  questions  of  pharmaceutical  interest  oame  before  the 
House  during  the  week. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[8eer$tariei  of  Pharmaotutical  Ataociations  are  requetted  to  send  brief  reports  of  meetings  for  pubUeation, 
m  ai  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later   than  the   Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meeting.) 


BRIGHTON. — At  an  emergency  meeting  of  tlie  Brighton 
and  Hove  Association  of  Pharmacy,  held  on  N'oveniber  16,  at 
51,  Old  Steine,  to  consider  the  proposals  for  the  new  Tariff, 
qualified  satisfaction  was  expressed  with  the  Insurance  terms 
for  1918.  The  fact  that  the  Wax  Emergency  Pojmulary  was 
to  become  official  for  National  Health  Insurance  work,  and 
optional  for  ordinary  dispensing,  showed  a  discrimination  which 
was  invidious,"  and  received  some  adverse  criticism.  A,ppreciation 
was  expressed  (Oi  Mr.  Yates's  visit  to  London  for  the  various 
Local  Association  Conferences,  made  at  great  personal  incon- 
venience Mr.  Yates,  who  is  Local  Superintendent  of  the 
V.A.D.,  has  fo  make  special  arrangements  and  obtain  special 
leave  before  being  allowed  to  vacate  Brighton. 


CAMBRIDGE.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Camibridge  and 
District  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  on  November 
lo,  lender  the  presidency  of  Alderman  A.  Sydney  Campkin, 
J.  P.— Satisfactory  reports  of  the  Association's  work  and 
progress  were  submitted  by  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  FLanders) 
the  Secretary  (Mr.  S.  F.  Barker),  and  by  Mrs.  Course  on 
the  operations  of  the  Summer  Assooiation.—Repocrts  were 
also  received  from  the  East  Anglia  Federation  delegates  and 
the  delegates  to  the  London  Conference  of  Representatives 
from  District  Meetings.— The  following  office-bearers— most  of 
tli«n  being  re-eleotions-^ere  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year  • 
—President,  Alderman  Campkin;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  H 
±.  Look,  E.  H.  Church.  J.  Evans,  S.  J.  Parsons,  and  Major 
Peck ;  Secretary.  S.  F.  Barker ;  Treasurer,  H.  Flanders  ■ 
Auditor,  S  BeaU;  Committee,  Messrs.  A.  H.  Course,  B  S 
Campkm  T.  .T.  MaUett,  E.  Moss,  M.  E.  Parsons,  and  W.  F. 
lumer.--In  the  course  of  an  address  on  the  work  of  the 
year.  Alderman  Campkin  made  graceful  reference  to  Oie 
toJlowmg  members  abeent  on  active  serviice.  viz. :— Messrs 
^all.  Wood,  Sturton,  and  Major  Peck— explained  some  of 
the  many  waj-time  difficulties  under  which  pharmacists  had 
^  °^  business,  touched  with  qualified  approval  on 

Me  laritt  terms  for  Insiwance  dispensing  in  1918  called 
attention  to  the  increasing  need  for  and  value  of  compact 
and  etticient  organisation  among  pharmacists  as  exemplified 
by  the  results  of  Association  activity,  sounded  a  warning  as 
to  the  threatened  invasion  of  their  rights  by  Governmental 
repiations  and  prospective  legislation  for  the  control  of 
all  public  health  interests,  and  congratulated  tihe  ri«ino- 
geaieration  of  pharmacists— aotual  and  potential— upon  "thS 
promise  that  they  _  were  giving  of  oaypably  and  worthily  con- 
tinuing, ameliorating,  and  elevating  the  fortunes  and  futm-e 
oi  pnarmaoy. 

Tnn^^^5k°*^^'~?^.  ^f""^'.  meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
r^^J^L  Association    was    held    at  Crovdon 

Chambors  on  November  8,  the  Peesedent  (Mr.  A.  H.  Course) 
in  the  chair.-The   meeting    opened    with   a   very  enjoyable 

^""^  oontributore  to  the  programme 
--Kflports  were  read  on  the  collections  sent  in  for  the  Materia 
Medi^  competition.  Mr.  T.  J.  Mallet's  prize  was  awarded  to 
aJ^JZ'      id^^'f^  .    ^  "'^  excellent  collection.    The  Hon. 

^^t^-  ^  Sr^^)'  and  the  Hon.  Trea8tteeb  n>e- 

sented  th»eir  reports,  which  were  considered  very  satisfactory.— 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  forthcoming  year. 
PresKjent,  Mr.  A_H.  Course;  Hon.  "Treasurer,  Miss  Moss;  Hon. 
^■^  ?>-^'^'  Trench;  Librarian,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Course;  Com- 
mittee^ Mi.=8  Towler  and  Mrs.  Hall.-The  Juniors  were  very 
pl«awd  to  welcome  Gunner  E.  E.  Orange  (formerlv  of  G.  Peck 
and  hon).  one  of  their  members,  who  is  shortlv  to  rejoin  his 
regiment  in  France.  " 


DONCASTER.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Doncaster  and 
^irict  Association  of  Pharmadsts  was  held  at  the  Albany 
Hotel  on  November  9,  the  retiring  PHEsroENT  (Mr  F  W 
flayford)  m  the  chair.-The  Secretaht  presented  the 
annual  balance-sheet,  which  showed  a  balance  in  hand 
/«  149.  5d.— nie     election     of     officers     resulted  as 

follow,  :—Pregdent,  Mr.  J.  C.  Marr ;  Vic^Presidents. 
Mewr...  H  W,  Shaw,  and  F.  W.  Playford ;  Secretary  and 
Treamirer  Mr.  Harry  W.  Stiles ;  Committee.  Messrs.  F.  Brooke 
it      »  — A  dwcussion  upon  the  Minimum  Price  List  of 

the  Britmh  and  Colonial  Druggut  was  introduced  bv  the 
SECBFjAP.y,  and  tt  was  decided      adopt  it  for  the  district,  and 


the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  obtain  sufficient  copies  per 
month  for  the  members. — A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring 
President  and  to  the  Secretary,  for  their  services  during  the 
year,  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 


HARROGATE.^The  opening  meeting  of  tlwi  1917-18  session 
of  the  Harrogate  and  Disitrict  Pharmaceutioal  Association  waa 
held  on  Novemlber  9  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel,  when  the  Pbesi- 
DENT  (Mr.  Harper)  gave  his  inaugural  address.  After  express- 
ing the  sympathy  of  the  Association  with  Mr.  Atkinson  on 
the  loss  of  his  son  in  the  war,  Mr.  Haepeh  gave  a  most 
interesting  addre^  on 

Some  Reminiscences  of  an  Appeenticeship. 

Having  recounted  the  circumstances  under  ■w'hich  he  entered 
on  a  five  yearn'   apprenticeship    with   Mr.   Stephen  Taylor, 
Barrow-iinFurness,  Mr.  Harper  described  the  character  of  the 
business  carried  on  by  Ihis  apprentice-master,  who  had  a  repu- 
tation as  a  dog  doctor,  and  personally  and  deftly  dosed  tIhe 
many  canine  patients  brought  to  the  shop,  the  chief  bolus 
consisting  of  a  piece  nipped  off  a  pill  mass  which  wias  kept 
behind  the  dispeneing  ooupter.    The  "governor's"  therapeuti- 
cal doctrine  and  ipractice  were  simple.    In  his  view,  most  of 
the  ailment*  of  dogs  were  due  to  one  or  other  of  tlie  entoaoa 
which  infest  the  intestinal  tract,  and  his  "omnibus"  s(pecific 
consisted  of  santonin,  areoa  nut,  and  oil  of  male  fern,  the  size 
of  the  dose  from  the  stock  pill  mass  depending  on  the  breed 
and  ibulk  of  the  dog.   The  business  otherwise  Wias  mixed,  in- 
cluding as  lit  did  the  sale  of  tea,  coffee   (gi-ound  fresh  for  ea«h 
customer),  white  pepper,  pickling  spice,  other  culinary  com- 
modities, dogs'  meat,  meal,  and  Ibdscuiifes.    (Mixed  as  was  the 
business,  it  did  not  laOk  opportunities  for  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy, as  all  the  galenicals  were  made  on  the  premises,  and 
suiidrieo  such  as  menthol  cones  and  packed  goods  were  also 
put  up,  because  in  those  days  there  were  no  wkoleealers  wiio 
specialised  in  counter  adjuncts.    Prdbalbly  for  these  reasons  *lie 
dhemist  of  that  period  was  a  handier  and  moi-e  resourceful 
man  than  his  present-day  successor,   and  iu  this  connection 
two  illustrations  occurred  to  him.    A  doctor  ordered    1  lb. 
Emp.  Cantharidis,  but  as  there  was  only  a  ^  lb.  in  stock  the 
"  governor  "  set  out  at  once  to  make  it.   The  SpaJiiA  flies  were 
ground  in  the  coffee  mill,  which  was  before  and  after  the  opera- 
tion cleaned  by  running  linseed  meail  through  it,  and  the  powder 
was  then  mixed  with  the  wax,  etc.,  and  finished  off  secundum 
ariem.    As  the  apprentice's  family  were  supplied  with  coffee 
ground  in  thia  mill,  the  a<pprentice  took  the  precaution  of  waiting 
for  about  a  week  to  find  whetiher  there  were  complaints  from  tihe 
other  customei-s  before  taking  the  next  supply  home.    In  the 
second  case,  a  doctor  ordered  1  gall.  Lin.  Sajponie  Meth.  for 
delivery  on  the  same   day.   This  (was  extemporised  by  thin- 
ning down  soft  socup  with  Tvater,  dissolving  the  caanphor  and 
oil  of  rosemary  in  S.V.M.,  mixing  the  Itwo  solutions,  shaking, 
and  filtering.    It  wasn't  strictly  B.P.,  but  it  served  the  pur- 
pose equally  well.    There  were  eight  chemists'  aipprentioes 
in  Barrow  contemporary  with  him,  and  two  of  these,  Tom 
Henry  and  Will  Eccles,  had  since  attained  distinction  in  the 
scientific  world.    The  first,  who  was  a  former  Bell  Scholar 
and  worker  in  the  Research  Laiboratory  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  subsequently  obtained  the  iF.I.iC.  and  D.Bc.  (London), 
and  is  now  on  the  staff  of  the  Imperial  Institute.    Some  yeajs 
ago  he  wrote  a  treatise  on  chemistry,  which  wias  reviewed  in 
The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  by  the  late  Dr.  Paul,  and  he  has 
since  had  published  a  standard  work  on  alkaloids.    Eccles,  who 
left  pharmacy  before  completing  his  apprenticeship,  became  a 
D.'Sc.  (London),  wiais  brought  into  contact,  with  'Marconi,  helped 
him  with  some  of  his  epoch-making  experimente,  and  was  a 
principal  witness  at  the  celebrated  Marconi  trial.    He  is  non- 
principal  of  the  Finsbury  Technical  Institute.    Thirty  years 
ago  in  Barrow  each  chemist  served  albout  6,000  of  the  popiila- 
tion,  and  there  wias  little  comipetiition.    Thei-e  was  no  positive 
unfriendliness  between  chemists,  but  social  intercourse  was  tm- 
known.    Pharmacy  was  more  varied  and  stimulating,  because 
the  practical  side  of  it   was  officinally  cultivated.    The  1885 
B.P.  was  a  pharmacist's  Pharmacopoeia.    The  B.P..    1914,  is 
more  of  a  manufacturer's  one.    The  pi-ocesses  were  simpler, 
e.jr.,   Liq.   Bismuthi,  Tinot.   Opii. — the    customer    waa  better 
served,  because  the  pharmacist  could  personally  vouch  for  the 
quality  of  every  drug  or  preparation  he  sold.    When  he  Buys 
Ess.  Zingib.  to-day  how  does  he  know  it  is  made  with  the 
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firiest  Janiakni  ginger?  In  Barrow  there  was  moro  loisurs 
tlian  in  the  present  time.  The  "  governor "  always  took  one 
and  souietiimes  itwo  full  days  off  weekly,  and  (the  members  oi 
the  staff,  even  when  on  duty,  (had  in/tervals  of  relaxation  and 
diversion.  This  iwas  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that, 
although  the  bueinese  was  an  ordinlary  retail  one,  it  wias 
maiuied  toy  tihe  princapal,  two  lassisfcants,  one  apprentice  and 
the  errand-jboy.  Thirty  years  ago  there  were  no  store  chemists, 
and  proprietaries  were  few  dn  number  and  gave  no  promise 
of  their  later  vogue.  ILoc^king  back  on  those  eiarjy  happy  days 
one  reoaUed  the  lines  of  Omar  Khayyam:  — 

"  Ala«!  that  spring  should  vanish  with:  the  rose. 
That  youth's  sweet-soented  mamuscript  should  close." 
After  a  vpord  or  two  from  Mr.  Handford  the  meeting  took 
the  form  of  a  smoking  concert,  which,  together  with  the  re- 
freshments, was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  musical  items,  vocal 
and  instrumental,  aibly  rendered  by  Messrs.  Weston,  Foster,  and 
Ulingworth,  were  much  appreciated.  The  surprise  of  the  evening 
was  a  curtained  corner,  which  gave  a  "  Maskelyne  and  Cook  " 
air  of  mystery  to  the  room,  and  finajlly  turned  out  to  be  tfje 
settirig  for  Mr.  Moritimer's  marionettes.  These  were  a  great 
euooess,  and  most  favouraJble  oomiments  were  passed  on  the 
versatility  of  Mr.  Mortimer,  who  played  witli  equal  credit  the 
part  of  a  Guardsman  or  a  ballet  girl. — Among  the  members 
present  were  Messrs.  Harper  (President),  Illingrvvonth  (Vice- 
President),  Wood.  Pattison,  Ridge,  Dawson,  .  Orodby,  Fenn, 
We^n,  Foster,  Rogers,  ISdmpson,  Mortdmor,  A'tkinson,  and 
Handford.— The  singing  of  the  National  Anthem,  brouglit  to  a, 
CiOse  one  of  the  most  delightiful  opening  meetings  in  the  history 
of  the  AEsooiaitioii. 


LEEDS. — The   meeting    at   ithe    Grand    Hotel,    Leeds,  on 
November    U,    vmder     the    presidency    of     Mr.    N.  N. 
Aemitage,  of  the  Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  was  addressed  by 
Mr.  Hugo  Wolff  on  the  subject  of  pharmaceutical  ipolitios  and 
on  the  differences  of  opinion  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
The  Peesident,  iu  introducing  Mr.  Wolff,  assured  him  of  a 
welcome    and   a  patient  hearing.— Mr.  Wolff,  who  was  very 
oordiaUy  received,  maintained  that  there  was  no  essential  dif- 
ference between  the  desires  of  the  North  and  South,  but  if 
there  was  any  difference  in  methods  it  was  that  one  section 
loudly  clamoured  for  what  the  other  equally  desired,  but  did 
not  put  into  oonci-ete  action.    The  existence  of  a  certain  feeling 
against  London  was  one  of  the  most  iregretbable  features  of 
pharmacy  to-day ;  but  in  pharmacy,  as  in  municipal  politics, 
Ijondon  had  greatly  advanced,  and  he  said  with  conviction 
that  London  was  to-day   the  most  progressive  part  of  the 
country,  and  yet  anything  whidh  came  from  London  was  ridi- 
culed in  the  North.    One  of  London's  greatest  and  most  justi- 
fied grievances  was  insufficient  representation  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  of  chemists  in  each  pharmaceutical  area,  under 
which  London  was  not  uncommonly  defeated  by  a  minority  of 
ooontry  chemists.    He  had  in  mind  an  occasion  on  whi<jL  a 
London  proposal  was  defeated  by  twenty-one  votes  to  fifteen,  the 
fifteen  represented  chemists  outnumbering  those  of  the  twenty- 
one  hy  three  and  a-half  to  one.    On  Mr.  Edmund  White's  own 
admission,  the  Local  Associations  Executive  contained  so  majiy 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  that  any  action  it  took 
must  necessarily  reflect  the  Council  itself,  which  could  not 
deal  with  trade  matters.    And  they  now  stood  without  any 
organisation  whatever  to  deal  with  such  important  matters  as 
the  co-operative  society  danger  and  others.    It  was  ta  faiirly 
open  .secret  that  he  (Mr.  Wolff)  had  been  in  negotiations  towards 
standing  for  Parliament,  and  he  had  discovered  not  only  that 
the  man  h©  would  have  to  fight  in  his  own  contemplated  con- 
stituency was  the  secretary  of  the  local  co-operative  society, 
but  thwt  the  nuaiber  of  co-operative  members  who  were  being 
put  up  for  the  next  election  would  surprise  phaxmacy  if  it 
only  knew.    London  pharmacists  were  out  to  show  the  pulblic 
that  the  "  divi  "  muert  be  put  on  before  it  was  taken  off. 
Perhaps  25  per  cent,  of  private  chemists  were  doing  well ;  25 
per  cent,  were  hanging  on ;  50  pei  cent,  were  doing  badly.  That 
50  per  cent,  would  be  wiped  out  by  death  and  lack  of  appren- 
tices; but  would  death  or  lack  of  apprentices  ea-er  close  the 
co-operative  societies  or  the  big  multiple  corporations  ?  London 
■was  bitterly  contesting  the  action  of  the  drug  trade  "  rings," 
the  artificial  enhancement  of  fat.  oil,  soap,  chloroform,  tablets, 
and  other  articles.    Mr.  W<>lff  strongly  criticised  what  he  sug- 
gested were  extremely  small  di^vCoveries  by  the  Central  Check- 
ing Bureau  10  per  cent,  check  in  projxirtion  to  the  money 
provided  by  the  craft,  and  asked  what  happened  to  the  other 
90  per  cent,  when  patent  medicines  advanced  by  l^d.  each. — 
Mr.  r.  PiLKiNGTON  S.^RGEANT  (member  of  the  Phamxaoeutical 
Oounoil)  interposed  to  say  that  in  the  Leeds  prescription  check- 
ing, patents  were  not  allowed. — ^Mr.  Wolff  said  in  that  case 


Leeds  was  a  fortuna/te  exception.    Ho  knew  of  an  area  in  wha(^~ 
th(;re  were  over  400,000.    It  was,  of  course,  a  disgrace,  but 
what  im  wanted  to  know  was  what  about  the  90  iper  cent,  of 
prescriptions  not  checked.    Ho  said  Middlesex  was  particu- 
larly taiboo,  because  it  prefeirrcd  its  omn  more  complete  check., 
Mr.  Neatherooat  had  been  una:ble  to  tell  him  how  much  of  tihe 
Drug  Fund  would  be  absorbed  by  tihe  L.A.E.  scheme.    That  wa» 
simply  because  ho  had  to  depend  on  the  10  per  cent,  check. 
Like  a  ilot  of  "  mugs,"  they  had  all  accepted  2s.  per  hour  on  a 
time  lba.sis,  without  thinking  that  their  time  was  worth  three 
or  four  times  thait  value  in  the  evenings.    Mr.  Wolff  then  spoke 
at  some  length  on  the  Prog-ressive  Pharmacy  Oub,  which  was 
out,  he  said,  in  addition  to  its  social  purposes,  enti/rely  for 
dealing  with  the   trade   matticirs  for  which   no  organisation 
hi^eirto  exii.sted.    He  emphatically  denied  that  the  club  was 
ho.stile  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  or  that  any  member 
of  it  desired  a  job  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  or  wished  to  oust 
any  offioial  from  there.    The  craft  could  not  afford  to  wait 
for  any   organisation  whidli  Mr.  Neatherooat  or  the  Society 
might  have  in  mind  to  lyring  forth  to  deal  vpith  these  important 
traxle  matters  of  which  he  had  spoken.    In  the  meantime,  he 
appealed  to  the  North  not  to  deciy  everything  from  London 
simiply  because  it  came  from  London. — The  President  said, 
whether  tliey  agreed  with  Mr.  Wolff  or  not,  they  had  had  a 
treat.    He  was  an  intrepid  fighter. —Mr.  F.  L.  Pilkington 
Sahgeant  warmly  complimented  iNIr.  Wolff  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  put  forward  his  arguments.    He  fancied  Mt. 
Wolff. Tvouild  have  some  difficulty  in  sulbstantiating  some  of  his- 
statements.    Mr.  Wolff,  like  some  of  his  colleagues  of  the  Pro- 
gressive Pharmacy  Club,  whilst  professing  the  utmost  loyalty 
to  the  Pharmaoeutioal  Society,  had  been  at  no  small  pains  to 
belittle  its  work  and  the  work  of  the  Central  Checking  Bureau. 
He  had  finished  as  he  began,  Iby  suggesting  that  everything  from 
London  was  ridiculed  in  the  North.    He  (Mr.  Sergeant)  would 
much  like  tio  know,   as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  who  did  the 
ridiculing.    Mr.  Wollff  had  mentioned  lack  of  representation 
of  London  men  at  a  certain  meeting  in  London.    It  was  a31 
very  well  magnifying  that,  but  it  did  not  matter  how  chemista 
were  represented  at  any  conference  of  any  kind,  they  could  not 
possibly  say  the  delegates  represented  the  total  of  pharmacists 
in  any  given  area  at  any  given  conference.    And  even  if  they 
ioroughfc  the  matter  nearer  home,  they  had  in  Leeds  ai>out  100 
chemists,  and  in  the  West  Riding  area  400,  and  yet  Leeds 
had  two  i-epresentatives  to  three  for  the  West  Riding.  The 
anomaly  was  the  same  all  over  the  country.    However  they 
divided  the  chemists  up,  they  must  have  here  and  there  some- 
tiling  which  would  not  be  mathematically  correct.    As  to  the 
functions  of  the  L.A.E.,  the  Insurance  Commissioners  did  not 
deal  at  any  tune  with  any  executive,  and  it  was  the  Pharma- 
ceutiioai  Sodiety  which  placed  proposals  before  the  Commis- 
sioners, ajid  tdiey  had  received  the  final  tei-ms.   Mr.  Wolff  had 
said  a  lot  aibout  the  co-operative  society  menace,  and,  really, 
when  he  said  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  was  the  party 
which  was  going  to  tackle  tiieso  problems,  he  (Mr.  Sergeant) 
thought  he  must  be  joking.    No  one  set  of  traders  could  com- 
bat the  co-operative  societies,  and  no  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club  could  have  any  influence  on  the  co-operative  movement. 
As  to  the  checking  of  prescriptions  and  the  very  superior  posi- 
tion which  Middlesex  was  supposed  to  bo  in  regard  to  the 
figujres  for  jwescriptions,  the  number  dispensed,  the  fee  ob- 
tained, etc.,  Mr.  Wollff  did  not  mention  anything  with  regard 
to  those  prescriptions  which  he.  (Mr.  Sargeant)  could  not  give 
for  Leeds  or  for  the  West  Riding  area.    He  did  not  mind  say- 
ing that  the  pricing  in  LoeJs  wont  on  as  acf-urately  as  in 
Middlesex  or  in  any  other  area.    Mr.  Wolff  mentioned  Middle- 
sex as  the  acme  of  accuracy,   but  tha.t  could  not  be.  They 
might  have  patents  in  Middlesex ;  Leeds  had  not.    The  figures 
for  the  United  Kingdom  could  not  be  based  on  Middlesex.or 
Leeds  or  any  other  individual  area.      The  Pharmaceutical 
Society    figures    were    obtained    from    typ-cal    areas,  and 
were    much   more   accurate   than   if   they    had    been  taken 
from   any   individual   area.     When  Mr.   Wolff  talked  about 
the    Progressive    Pharmacy    Club,    he    (Mr.    Sargeant)  vras 
in  a  difficulty.    Ho  could  not  make  the  words  of  the  leaders  of 
the  club  on  the  platform  corr(>spond  with  the  printed  views 
in  the  monthly  pamphlet  which  they  circulated,  and  which 
were  for  the  inoRt  part  an  oblique  attack  on  officials  of  the 
Pharmaoeutioal  Society  or  the  Society's  policy.    If  he  could 
believe  there  was  a  heartfelt  wish  to  help  the  Pharmaceutical 
S<xdety  he  was  going  to  be  a  member  of  the  club,  and  he  waa 
going  to  a.sk  all  tihe  Leeds  men  to  join ;  but  they  could  not 
accept  the  boniJ-fides  of  a  club  when  it  issued  such  things  in 
print  as  they  had  seen,  despite  the  verbal  assuraJioes  of  the 
leaders. — Mr.  J.  H.  Beacock  said  it  was  a  pleasSre  to  hear  a 
ma.u  speak  out  straight,  whether  one  agreed  with  him  or  not. 
He  was  very  pleased  to  hear  Mr.  Wolff  suggest  that  the  Ix)ndon 
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chemist  could  do  something  an  trade  mattci-s.  In  the  mean- 
time now  was  ihe,  single  chemist's  opportunity;  he  (had, 
perhaps  rather  better  opportunities  for  buying  at  present  than 
bid  the  big  sfcore.—Mr.  H.  GttLEGHAN  (Secretary)  said  Mr. 
Wolff  had  given  a  very  fine  address,  but  he  could  not  reconcile 
some  of  his  statements  with  the  attitude  of  many  of  the  London 
repreeentatives  at  oonferenoes.  Mr.  Wolff  had  attacked  the 
IxxmJ  Associations  Executive  and  their  alleged  neglect  of  trade 
matters.  Events  caused  him  to  wonder  why  an  able  man  like 
Mr.  Wolff  resigned  from  the  Executive;  thero  must  be  some- 
thing wrong,  surely.  With  regard  to  tJie  Tariff  tenns  for  1918, 
Mr.  Wolff  said  London  agreed  with  the  Executive  scheme. 
In  regard  to  the  wonderful  things  done  by  the  Middlesex  Phar- 
maoeutical  Committee,  he  could  not  see  what  tHey  could  do 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  not  do  in  the  event  of 
the  Commissioners  refusing  their  terms.  To  his  mind,  the 
whole  basis  of  this  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  was  a  spirit  of 
jealousy.— Mr.  M.  E.  Mttkbat  said  Mr.  WolfiF  had  boldly  come 
to  Leeds,  like  a  Daniel  into  a  den  of  lions.  As  a  member  of  the 
Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  he  was  delighted  to  meet  Mr. 
Wolff,  and  he  hoped  the  club  would  have  every  success.— )Mt. 
J  Hates  said  the  lecture  had  been  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
he  had  heard.  He  had  seen  one  of  the  terrible  men  from  the 
Progressive  Pharmacy  Club  and  found  him  not  so  teirrible  or 
black  as  he  had  been  painted.  The  P.P.C.  seemed  to  have 
annoyed  liie  Sooiety  with  its  name,  suggesting  that  others  were 
not  progressive.  Ho  hoped  they  would  keep  on  with  their 
good  work.— Mr.  Wouf.  leplying  to  the  discussion,  said  surely, 
when  he  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Check- 
ing Bureau  were  not  doing  the  work  properly,  he  had  a  /right 
to  criticise.  As  to  who  ridiculed  London,  Mr.  Sargeant  had 
seen  the  Londoners  shouted  down  at  conferences.  Mr.  Sar- 
geant was  one  of  the  two  or  three  gentlernen,  including  Mr. 
Rowsell,  speciallv  asked  by  Mr.  Woolcock  to  oppose  his  (Mr. 
Wolff's)  resolution  for  the  federation  of  various  groups,  which 
raised  a  storm,  which  he  was  getting  nicely  through  until  this 
incident,  and  then  the  ornferenoe  would  not  listen  to  it.  Next 
day  ho  asked  Mr.  Woolcock  if  he  had  deliberately  asked  those 
gentlemen  to  oppose  it,  and  he  candidly  admitted  that  he  did 
80,  for  the  reason  that  he  thought  it  might  be  a  dangeroiis 
resolution.  That  was  why  he  .{Mr.  Wolff)  resigned.— Mr.  Sae- 
GEANT:  I  was  sent  to  the  conference  pledged  against  such  a 
resolution. — ^Mr.  Wolff  went  on  to  say  the  Progressive  Phar- 
macy C\\ih  was  out  to  utilise  to  the  full  the  blending  of  men 
•nd  brains  in  ar^s  and  districts.  It  was  all  right  expressing 
confidence  about  tackling  the  co-operative  menace,  but  it  did 
not  get  done.  He  had  no  wish  for  th*  Pharmaceutical  iSociety 
t-)  take  on  such  work,  but  he  did  want  some  organisation  to 
do  it.  As  to  the  checking  systems,  the  Middlesex  official  could 
trace  errors  by  the  handwriting  of  the  girl  and  report  to  the 
supervisor.  The  Society's  scheme  had  not  a  staff  sufficient  to 
carry  out  the  work  involved  in  finding  out  causes  of  discre- 
pancy and  falling  off.  Mr.  Wolff  broug'ht  his  remarks  to  a 
close  by  an  appeal  for  open  and  fair  judgment  upon  the  work 
of  the  Progreosive  Pharmacy  Club. 


MANCHESTER.— Tlio  monthly  meetLng  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  in  Qie  chemioal  depart- 
ment of  the  University  on  November  14,  a.t  3  p.m.,  with  the 
Pbesidest,  Mr.  J.  Bell,  in  the  chair,  when  a  lecture  on  "  Bac- 
teriology in  its  Relation  to  Pharmacy "  was  given  by  Mr. 
E.  G.  Gaul,  M.Sc.,  Ph.C.  Lecturer  in  Bacteriological  Chemis- 
try, the  University  of  Ma.nchester.  The  lecturer,  adverting 
to  a  discussion  on  the  subject  which  had  appeared  in  The 
Pkarmaceutiml  Journal,  said  the  a.bsolute  cleanliness  and  the 
,»teril(!  conditions  necessary-  for  bacteriological  work  would 
pr^v<-iit  any  infection  on  the  one  hand  or  contamination  on 
the  other.  Havinjg  regard  to  the  proporly  equipped  institu- 
tioofl  which  existed  throughout  the  country,  there  was  little 
prospect  at  present  of  the  pharmacist  obtainintg  bacteriological 
work  in  large  oentrrs.  but  in  small  towns  and  in  districts 
removed  frcwn  these  centres  he  might  be  called  upon  by 
in<i]i<-al  men  to  do  work  of  this  kind.  In  any  case,  every 
pharmacist  should  be  able  to  talk  intelligently  on  these 
matters  with  medical  mem  and  with  customers,  many  of 
whom  wese  acquiring  oontsiderable  knowledge  of  this  sub- 
ject. For  this  reason  he  thought  it  ought  to  form  part  of 
the  training  of  every  pharmaci.st.  In  answering  questions  as 
to  tlif,'  scope  and  utility  of  the  study  of  bnoteriology  for 
pbarmaoists.  Mr.  Gaul  <thowe<l  how  micro-organism?  develop  in 
Uquors.  syrups,  etc.  Having  r^entioned  the  subject  of  dis- 
infrjf^t.-inte.  varicines,  toxins,  the  opsonin  index,  etc.,  the 
lectur'-,r  exprf-sserl  the  opinion  tha.t  biological  chemistry  or 
bacteriological  and  enzyme  chemistry  might  very  well  take 
the  place  of  bf>tany  in  the  Major  syllabus  and  examination 
He  th^-n  expreaswl  his  thank.i  U)  Profe.ssor  Delepine  for  the 
loan  of  Rperamens  and  a.ppanatu.s  for  the  lecture;  he  showed 
on  the  screen  some  three  dozen  or  more  lantiern  slides  of 


micro-organisms  and  of  apparatus  oned  in  bacteriologioali 
work. — The  meeting-  closed  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
ithe  lecturer. — All  pharmacists  and  assistants  desirous  of  tak- 
ing out  la  class  in  this  subject  were  asked  to  communicate 
with  Mr.  James  Grier,  the  University 


NORTH  LONDON.— The  North  London  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation held  the  first  Fireside  Socia-l  of  the  session  a*  the  Pro- 
gressive Pharmacy  Club,  on  November  15.  The  change  of  venue 
from  the  homes  of  members  to  a  headquarters  was  highly 
appreciated,  and  the  attendance  mounted  to  over  sixty,  a  fact 
which  will  stimulate  the  committee  to  continue  the  Social 
monthly.  A  small  charge  was  made  for  refreshments.  Those 
who  contributed  to  the  musical  evening  were:  Mr.  Clapham 
(pianist),  Mi.ss  Watson,  Mrs.  Beckwith,  Miss  Bowie,  and  Messrs. 
Beckwith,  Keith,  Gilmour,  Cooper,  Jenkin,  and  Duncan  Bowie. 
The  arrangements  were  made  by  tihe  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  G. 
Mumford),  who  acted  as  the  Social  Secretary,  to  whom  the  credit 
for  a  successful  evening  was  due. 


THAMES  VALLEY.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Thames  Vallej 
District  Pharmacists'  Association,  held  in  the  Scotch  Cafe, 
Kingston,  on  Novemlber  14,  in  the  absence  of  'Mr.  Cherry,  the- 
chair  was  taken  by  the  ViCE-PEESirENT,  Mr.  F.  J.  Plomley. 
Reports  of  a  satisfactory  nature  from  the  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  the  representatives  on  the  Insurance  Committees  for  Mid- 
dlesex and  Surrey  respectively  were  received  and'  approved.  It 
was  decided  to  apply  for  a  suspension  of  the  Closing  Order  for 
the  week  preceding  Christmas,  but  the  question  of  three  days' 
closing  at  Christmas  was  left  open.  As  the  result  of  discussion 
on  retail  prices,  various  recommendations  were  made  as  to  the 
need  for  advancing  the  prices  of  a  number  of  drugs  and  pro- 
prietaries.— On  -the  initiative  of  Mr.  Higgs,  it  was  agreed  to 
establish  a  sale  and  exchange  department  in  connection  with  the 
Association. — Mr.  Heebebt  Skinner  (member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council)  then  gave  a  short  address  on  "The  Future  of 
Pharrnacy,"  in  the  course  of  which  he  dealt  forcibly  with  the 
following  points:— (1)  That  the  Local  Associations  Executive 
had  failed  to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  its  originators.  (2)  That 
the  Scientific  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  was  in  aibeyance ;  and  (3)  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  could  not  any  more  than  the  medical  profession  admit 
a  man  to  qualification  iby  a  back  door  Like  pharmacy,  that 
profession  was  suffering  from  a  dearth  of  students.  The  void 
created  by  the  war  had  to  be  filled,  and  the  problem  for  phar- 
macy was  how  ito  effect  this.  These  were  the  three  vital  factors 
in  the  process  of  reconstruction,  and  in  order  to  bring  them  to- 
bear  they  must  for  the  future  learn  to  rely  on  meiT  rather  than 
ori  machinery.— Mr.  Skinner's  address  gave  rise  to  a  spirited 
discussion,  in  which  many  members  joined,  and  at  its  close 
he  -was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.— A  sum  of  £1  was 
voted  to  the  Middlesex  County  and  Surrev  County  Association 
respectively,  and  £1  Is.  to  the  Early  Closing  Association,  and 
a  special  ivote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Leonard  Higgs, 
accompanied  by  an  honorarium  of  £2  2s.,  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  manifold  services  to  the  Association. 


WESTERN  OF  LONDON.— A  meeting  of  tihe  Weste/rn 
Pharmacists'  Assodition  vros  held  a*  the  Restaurant  Frascati 
on  Novemlber  14,  at  8.15  p.m.,  the  Phesident,  Mr.  W.  E.  D. 
Shirtliff,  in  the  chair.— Mr.  C.  A.  Noble  reported  on  recent 
meetings  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  and  London 
County  Executive,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Melhuish,  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  amplified  the  report  in  relation  to  Insurance 
Dispensing.  A  discussion  took  place  -with  regard  to  the  sale 
of  cocaine  and  opium,  and  it  -was  decided  to  ask  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  obtain  an  authoritative  pronouncement, 
with  respect  to  preparations  containing  powdered  opium. — Mr. 
R.  R.  Bejjnett,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  then  read  a  paper  on  "Present 
Conditions_  in  Relation  to  thie  Supplies  of  Glycerin  and  Sugar 
for  Medicinal  Purposes."  Tlie  sipeaker  traced  the  influence 
of  the  shortage  of  glycerin  and  sugar  on  pharmacy,  and  outlined 
■  lu!  present  position.  Reference  was  made  to  the  -withdrawal 
from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
preparations  containing  sugar  and  glycerin.  Mr.  Bennett  said 
that  there  was  no  true  sub.stit'ite  for  glycerin,  and  hence  no 
alternative  formula  was  available  where  a-lycerin  was  an  essential 
ingredient,  as  in  glycerin  acid  boric,  glycerin  suppositories,  or 
Cataplasima  Kaolini.  On  the  other  hand,  in  such  oases  as  "Tinct. 
Card.  Co.  and  Tinct.  Rhei  Co.  it  could  be  omitted.  In  other 
case-s  the  solvent,  sweetening,  or  demulcent  effects  of  glycerin 
could  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  other  media.  Honey,  glucose, 
and  invert  sugar  were  mentioned  as  being  suitable  substitutes 
for  sugar  in  certain  cases.  Mr.  Bennett  then  offered  some 
critical  comment  on  the  Addendum  to  the  B.P.C.,  noting  that 
the  ex-Pharmacopoeial  and  ex-Codex  titles  had  been  retained 
for  the  moflified  preparations,  altho^^g^h  in  the  case  of  the  group 
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of  "  glycerina  "  iiie  title  -vvas  a  misnomer,  and  legally  it  might, 
be  an  offence  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  to  sell,  for 
example,  a  preparation  containing  no  glycerin  ae  glycerin  of 
pepein.  He  thoutght  tlhat  the  addition  of  the  initials  W.E.F., 
as  suggested  in  the  Addendum,  would  be  insuflBcient,  since  those 
initials  had  been  in  use  for  other  formulae  for  some  time  before 
the  publication  of  the  Addendum,. — The  Pkesident,  in  opening 
the  discussion,  a-emarked  that  only  one-fourth  of  the  supplies 
of  sugar  allotted  for  November  and  Decemfber  appeared  to  be 
availaJble. — Mr.  Pbatt  said  *ha.t  there  -was  no  guarantee  of  the 
quality  of  the  sugar  allowed.  They  might  have  to  use  brewers' 
sugar. — Messrs.  Browne,  W.  Wilkinson,  Ellerington,  Thompson, 
GuUiver,  Melhuish,  Robbins,  Phillix)s,  and  Hampshire  also  took 
part  in  ihe  discussion  and  te«tified  to  the  difficulties  experienced 
owing  to  the  shortage  in  glycerin  and  sugar. — Mr.  Bknnett 
replied  to  the  discussion,  and  was  cordially  thanked  for  his 
paper.  ^  

EDINBURGH  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
TRADE  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  was  held  in  the  PhainniaceuiticaJ  Society's  House, 
36,  York  Place,  Etlinburg^h,  on  Monday,  November  19.  1917, 
at  8.30  pm.,  ISIr.  James  Dick,  Ohairman,  presiding.— 'Messrs. 
licmiBe  Stephenson  and  Joseph  Tait  were  elected  honorary 
members. 

The  Chaikman  .said  it  was  needless  to  say  much  in  caUimg 
upon  Mr.  Stephenson  to  address  a  meeting  of  this  Assocdation. 
Mr.  Stephekson  <hen  proceeded  with  his  address  on 
Modern  Business  and  Business  Methods. 
>  Having  deprecated  the  confusion  of  business  with  trade  as  a, 
source  of  much  misunderstandiinig,  M*-.  Stephenson  suggested 
"  the  life-work  of  the  individual "  as  a  more  ra.tional  and 
adequate  definition  of  the  term,  and  mentioned  that  in  this 
Beose  business  is  business  whether  it  be  that  of  a  monarch, 
a  shoemaker,  or  even  of  a  pharmacist.    Of  late  years  there 
had  been   evidences   of   the   growth  of    a   better   spirit  in 
buainiess.     It   was  less  self-iaggrandlising  and   more  humani- 
tiairian.     There  were  four  conditions  essential  for  this  new 
■pirit  in  business,  namely:  Effioiency,  Service,  Co-operation, 
and  Imagination.     The   governing   factors  in  effioiency  were 
applied    kncAvledge,  fraternal    business  relations  with  one's 
felloiws  in  the  ■•ame  and  different  vooatioois,  eliminjation  of 
waste  in  material,  time,  and  lalboiir,  leading  to  system  and 
tidiness,  and  in  relation  to  working  conditions,  health,  and 
all-rounid    ooii  si  deration   for    the    convenience    and  comfort 
alike  of  employer  and  employee,   includiinig  the  cultivation 
of  good  manners  and  gwd  morals  on  both  sides.  Service 
in  bueaneee  meant  unsedfishEess,  which  might  be  summed  up 
in  the  aphorism:    "He  profits  most  who  serves  best."  It 
waa  the  custom   here  to  deory   the  methods  of  the  American 
drug  store,  but  having  had  opportunities  of  personally  observing 
these  methods  in  the  U.S.A.  he  could  testify  that  as  a  business 
proposition  service  was  carried  to  a  very  high  level.  Patrons 
•r»  invited  to  use  the  telephone  and  directory ;  they  are  offered 
postage  stamps  and  change  for  their  money.    The  drug  store  is 
made  comfortable  and  attractive,  so  that  it  may  serve  as  a 
rendezvous,  weather  reports  and  the  latest  baseball  results  are 
prominently  displayed.    The  gilded  youth  are  enticed  to  lead  in 
Mushing   maidens  to  have  candy  or  an  ice-cream  soda,  and 
linger  as  long  as  tJhey  please,  the  consequence  being  that  the 
average  American  druggist  is  a  man  of  broad  ideas,  with  whom 
it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  gain  tp  have  intercour.se.    His  business  is 
BO  well  organised  that  he  can  leave  it  for  an  hour  or  two  and 
take  the  visitor  for  a  spin  in  his  automobile  on  a  tour  of  inspec- 
tion round  his  city,  of  which  he  is  inordinately  proud,  telling 
with  zest  how  he  has  helped  with  this  or  that  civic  scheme,  and 
what  the  citizei.s  plan  for  the  future.  On  his  way   back  he 
takes  the  guest  to  his  home  and  gives  him  a  glimpse  of  the 
happy  family  life  create^l  by  pleasant  surroundings  and  adequate 
means.      Moreover,  he  will  discourse  for  hours  on  the  ethics 
and  art  of  pharmaceutical  service,  while   his  British  brother 
would  probably  be  growling  at  the  shortcomings  of  the  Pharma 
_  oeutical    Society.       Even  yet  the  word    "  f^o-operation "  to 
Weome    men    in    pharmacy    was    like     a    i-ed     rag  to 
buil,     but     in     itself    co-operation     was     a     good  thing, 
and    among     the     other    hard    but     salutary     lessons  of 
the  war  it  had  taught  all  classes  of    the  community  the 
£oIly  of  in-sane  competition  and  the  value  of  closer  sympathy 
and  combination  of  effort,  and  service.    Imag-ination,  which 
ke  had  plar-ed  last  in  the  order  of  bu.^ness  assets,  ought 
probably  to  be  set  higl-er.     Pharmaciste  were  by  no  means 
tfie  most  imaginative  of  men.     All  modern  inventions  were 
ihe  result  of  imagination.    Reading,  observation,  and  fellow- 


ship all  tended  to  stimulate  imagijiation ;  close  devotion  to 
business  routine,  without  relamtion,  strangled  it.  The  speaker 
pointed  and  enriched  his  thoughtful  paper  with  many  apt 
illustrations,  apposite  prose  and  poetic  quotations,  and  charac- 
teristic scintillations  of  humour  and  fancy. 

Mr.  Adam  Duncan,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks,  said  this 
doligiitful  address  muyt  have  touched  some  of  them  on  the 
quick.  He  found  from  exiperieoce  it  was  helpful  to  have  a 
hobby. 

Ml'.  J.  MuiE,  Vice-Cliairman,  in  secoading  the  rote  of 
thanks,  Lsaid  he  enjoyed  Mr.  Stephenson's  phillosophy,  but  was 
aifraid  its  realisation  was  impossible. 

Mr.  K.  J.  McLennan  thought  Mr.  Stephenson  had  put 
before  thorn  an  outili)i©  of  the  conditions  whidh  were  surely 
coming. 

Mr.  A.  CuBHiE  said  he  was  inclined  to  put  imagination  in 
the  first  place  as  a  pre-reqiuisite  for  suooees  in  pharmacy. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  success  in  business  depended  largely 
on  the  cultivation  of  a  oheerfiul  spirit. 

The  CHAraMAN,  in  conveying  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Stephenson,  said  he  had  felt  personally  that  *here  was  great 
room  for  some  expansion  on  thenr  businesses. 

Mr.  Stcephenson,  m  replying,  said  he  expected  more  hostile 
criticism  because  he  had  stated  his  ipoints  quite  frankly. 
With  regard  to  Mr..  Muir's  comment  that  the  objective  pre- 
sented was  impossible  of  attainment,  he  would  remind  them 
of  the  classic  saying  of  Napoleon  that  the  word  "  impos- 
sible "  is  the  adjective  of  fools.  He  had  no  wish  to  introauoe 
into  British  practice  any  distinctly  Amerioan  ideas,  but  ho 
thought  w©  oould  learn  from  the  Amerioaims.  The  American 
pharmacy  he  had  descr  ibed  was  rather  the  average  provinci  al 
pharmacy.  In  many  of  the  big  cities  they  had  large  phar- 
macies puirely  devoted  to  pharmaceutical  work. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Brown,  Hon.  Secretary,  said  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  pharmacy  in  their  midst  was  inclined  to  be 
more  inanimate  than  it  should  be^  ana  there  vpias  great  hope 
that  meetings  like  this  would  have  the  effect  ot  creating  a 
little  more  life  and  interest. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  a  coidial  vote  of  thanks  was 
awarded  to  the  rhairman. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IJ^ELAND. 

The  montMy  meeting  of  tlie  Coimcii  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  was  held  on  Noveanber  13  at  67,  Lower 
Moimt  Street,  Dublin,  Mr.  Jambs  Michie,  President,  in  the 
chair. — The  Regi.strar  (Mr.  Arthur  T.  FecraU)  read  a  letter 
from  the  Dublin  and  Provincial  Retail  Drug  Afisociation  return- 
ing thanks  for  the  continued  free  use  of  thfe  council  chamber 
and  committee  room.    A  letter  was  reoeivtad  from  the  Privy 
Council,  Dublin  Castle,  in  which  reference  was  nuide  to  the 
report  of  Sir  John  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  upon  the  Preliminary  and 
Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examinations  in  tke  year  1917.  The 
report  mentioned  "  the  very  high  rejection  "  at  the  examina- 
tions. Critical  comment  was  made  by  Mr.  BlWiS  and  Mr.  Wells. 
"The  report  was  referred^  to  the  Law  Coounittee.    Tlhe  College 
of    Pttiysioians    (Ireland)    forwarded    a    communication  \rith 
reference  to  the  cocaine  regulations. — Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  said 
they  weore  indeibted  to  the  College  of  Physictans  for  their  cour- 
tesy in  this  mJatter.  and  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Johnston, 
CD. A.,  London.    The  matter,  he  thought,  would  be  of  great 
a-ssistance  to  the  chemists  as  well  a^i  to  the  doctors.  Messrs. 
H.  P.  Orossin,  WeUeslev  Avenue.  Belfast;  P.  J.  Fleming.  Ros- 
.•otnmoii;   P.   Glee.son,   Bruff ;   F.   T.    Hoey,   Highfield  Road. 
Rathgar:  P.  O'Grady,  Rathmines  Road  ;  E.  5^.  E.  As(he.  Western 
Road,  Cork ;  and  C.  O'Neill  notified  changes  to  the  addresses 
here  given.    Reports  were  received  from  tfib  examiners  upon 
the  several  examinations  recently  iield  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Society.    Reports  were  received  from  the  I/aw  and  House 
Committees  and  considered  and  severni  accounts  passed  foe 
payment     Mr.  W.  Johnston,  B..A..  was  reappointed  examiner 
for  the  Preliminary  Examination ;  Mr.  George  Brown  was  re- 
appointed examiner  for  the  Registered  Dnisrgist  Examination, 
and  Mr.  H.  J.  Sumner  was  reappointed  for  IJie  Pharmaceutical 
.Assistant    Examination.    The    following    new    members  were 
elected: — Messrs.   William  P.   Doohan.   Main   Street.  Bangor, 
Co.  Down;  Wm.  Fee.  206.  Duncaim  Gardens,  Belfast;  Henry 
Isaacson,  St.  Kevin's  Road.  S.C.R..  Dublin;  Wm.  M.  Keys. 
Falls  Roa<l,  Belfast:  Stanley  B.  Le.ster.  Patrick  Street.  Cork; 
James  O'Sullivan.   Main  Street.   Fethard,  County  Tipperary. 
\Ir.  Charles  E.  Doie,  Mill  f^tmet.  Belfast,  was  elected  aa  an 
-•Vssociate  Druggist. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursday,  Noveiiber  22,  1917. 
The  market,  has  been  quiet  and  price  changes  have  been 
fewer  tihan  u>9ual.  An  aidvance  in  maJcei^s'  quotations  for 
Bromides  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  week ;  it  is  considered 
not  improbable  that  the  PotaBsiuni  Salt  may  ad^"ance  furtlier. 
Acetanilide  i:;  again  dearer.  .SaccJiarin  is  offered  at  rather 
lower  prices. 

Higher. — Bromid€6,  Acetanilid*.  He.vamine,  Tannic  -Acid, 
English  Lavendeir  Oil,  Foenugreek  Seed,  Coriander  Seed, 
Oaasia  Oil,  Japan  Wax,  Japanese  Isinglass,  Sodium  Bicar- 
bonate, Soda  Ash,  Tuipentine,  Shellac,  Mace. 

Firmer. — Onmmin  Seed,  Sodiiun  Benzoate. 

Ea.sier. — Salicylic  Acid,  Phenolphthalein,  Acetylsalicylic 
Acid,  Cassia  Lignea,  Rubber. 

Lower. — Saccharin. 


.\cetanilide — Has  further  advanced  U)  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 
•  Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — There  are  offers  at  13s.  9d.  to  14s. 
per  lb. 

Almond  Oil.— 2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Belladonna  Root. — 5s.  to  5s.  6d.  per  lb.,  according  to 
strength. 

Benzoaapbtbol. — ^Theie  are  offers  forward  at  38s.  per  lib. 

Borax.— CWstals,  37s. ;  powder,  3&. 

Boric  Acid. — Crystals,  62s.  ;  powder.  64s, 

Bromides. — ^Makers  have  advanced  their  prices;  the 
Potassium  Salt  is  now  quoted  7s.  per  lb.  for  crystals  and 
fo.  6d.  for  granular.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Potassium 
Salt  may  be  further  advanced,  although  at  the  moment  there 
are  seUei-s  from  second  hand  at  a  little  below  the  new  prices. 
Ammonium  Bromide  is  quoted  5s.  per  lb.  and  the  Sodium 
Sait  3s. 

Camphor. — Extremely  firm  and  in  good  demand ;  business 
is  reported  at  3s.  7^.  per  lb.  for  Japanese  slabs  on  the  spot. 
English  refiners  are  unable  to  .sell  with  any  freedom. 

Capsicums. — At  the  sales  on  Wednesday  fair  yellow  and 
reddifh  on-.stalk  realised  44s. 

Cassia  Lignea. — In  auction  on  Wednesday  900  cases  sold  at 
prices  rather  easier  than  those  at  which  business  has  been 
done  pri\^tely. 

Cassia  Oil. — Dearer  at  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Citric  ,\cid. — Steady  at  about  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — 17s.  per  lb.  for  English  distilled. 

Cloves. — Quiet  on  basis  of  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Coriander  Seed. — Dearer  at  85s.  i>er  cwt..  after  business  at 
80k.  i)er  cwt. 

Cummin  Seed. — Firmer  at  70s.  per  cwt. 

English  Lavender  Oil  Price  has  now  advanced  to  120s. 

per  lb. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — Dearer  at  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Formaldehyde. — ^The  price  in  the  United  Sta/tes  is  18  cents 
per  lb. 

Gentian  Root. — 808.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  for  French  or  Spanish. 
Ginger. — At  tJie  Spice  Sales  brown  rough  Calicut  sold  at 
653. 

Glucose. — Liquid  is  quoted  53s.  to  55s.  per  cwt. 
fiexamine. — Very  scarce,  and  from  4.s.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb. 
La  wan  tel. 

Iodides. — Af;  <<tated  la«t  week,  prices  have  been  aAlvanced 
in  corts»;quence  of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  Iodine. 
Potaaeiuni  Iodide  10  now  quoted  13s.  lOd.  to  14s.  7d.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity,  and  Sodium  Iodide  15s.  to  15s.  8d. 
per  lb. 

Iodoform. — Ifts.  2d.  to  20s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 
Ipecacuanha. — S»i»iid  Rio  is  -worth  12i.  per  lb. 


Japan  Isinglass — ^Dearer  a/t  2.s,  8d,  per  lb.  for  No.  1  strips. 
Japan  Wax.— Dearer  at  90s.  for  good  squares  on  th«  .spot.- 
Liquorice  Root — Decorticated  is  offered  at  110s.  to  115s. 

per  owt.  and  out  is  about  tihe  .same  pricej  natural  is  almost 

unobtainable. 

Mace— Again  realised  higher  rates  at  the  .Spice  Sales. 
Menthol. — Quiet  ait  about  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi 
and /or  Suzuki. 

Methyl  Salicylate — ^Tliere  are  forward  offers  at  4s.  6d. 
per  ,lb. 

Peach  Kernel  Oil — Very  scarce  and  deader  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil — ^Firan  but  quiet  at  22s.  for  H.G.H.  and 
16s.  6d.  for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins.  Japanese  de- 
mentholised  is  quoted  3s.  6d,  to  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Forward  is  again  easiei',  with  offers  at  33s. 
per  lb.  ;  there  are  sellers  of  .sipot  a.t  45s. 

Phenolphthalein. — Easier,  spot  beini;  offered  at  68s.  per  lb. 
and  forward  at  53s. 

Quinine. — Quiet  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  5d.  per  oz.  for  Continental 
brands  of  Che  .sulphate. 

Resublimed  Iodine.— The  ladvanced  price  is  16s.  4d.  to 
16s.  lid.  per  lb.,  according  tO'  quantity. 

Rubber.— Easier.  Plantation :  Standard  No.  1  orepe, 
2s.  6d.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  2s.  8d. 

Saccharin. — The  easier  tone  is  more  pronounced,  and  there 
are  sellers  at  380s.  per  lb.  spot.  Buyers  of  Saooharin  tablets 
from  other  than  well-knowm  and  guaranteed  sources  should 
make  sure  that  the  tablets  contain  the  amount  stated.  Several 
f?amipiles  recently  examined  fa.1  much  below  the  labelled 
strength . 

Sal  Ammoniac. — ^Orushed,  80s. 

Salicylic  Acid. — ^Easier  at  6s.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — For  grey  Jamaica  4s.  per  lb.  is  wanted. 

Shellac. — Fiim  on  basis  of  325s.  (nominal)  for  fair  T.N. 
orange. 

Soda  .\sh. — Business  is  reported  at  £15  10s. 

Sodium  Benzoate. — Still  inclined  firmer  at  12s.  6d.  per  lb. 
spot  and  lis.  3d.  forward. 

Sodium  Bicarbonate. — ^The  uipward  tendency  continues, 
second  hands  aisking  as  high  as  22s.  per  owt. 

Sodium  Salicylate. — ^Spot  is  firm  at  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  9d.  per 
lib.  ;  forward  is  offered  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  and  afloat  at  8s. 

Star  .Aniseed  Oil. — Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship." 

Tannic  .\cid. — Dearer  a.t  about  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Steady  at  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — ^Firm  at  60s.  for  Madras  finger  and  45s.  for 
(Joohin  spilit  ibulbs. 

Turpentine. — Again  dearer  ;  American  spot,  100s.  6d. 

Vanillin. — Very  firm  at  63s.  per  lb. 

Japanese  Insect  Flowers. — ^The  supply  of  insect  flowers  from 
Austria  having  been  cut  off  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  tli« 
world's  demand  turned  suddenly  to  Japan,  and  the  export 
having  been  increased  greatly  in  consequence,  plantation  has 
been  much  encouraged,  and  has  extended  in  the  producing 
centres,  which  comprise  Hiroshima,  Okayama,  and  Wakayama 
Prefectures.  According  to  a  Japanese  contemporary,  for 
1916  the  export  of  insect  flowers  amounted  to  1,358,673 
kin  in  quantity  and  Y720,287  in  value,  and  that 
of  in.sect  powders  to  616,609  kin  and  ¥417,842,  making  the 
total  value  ¥1,133,129.  This  year  the  yield  of  insect  flowrera 
is  e.xpeoted  to  be  much  greater,  and  is  estimated  at 
1,155,000  kwamme,  including  410,000  kwanime  for  Okayama 
Prefecture,  450,000  kwamme  for  Hiroshima  Prefecture, 
100,000  kwamme  for  Kagawa  and  Ehime  Prefectures  and 
195,000  kwamme  for  Wakayama  Prefecture.  Fear  is  enter- 
tained that  the  increased  production  in  this  country  will  causa 
an  oversitook  resulting  in  a  decline  of  price.  Lasrt,  yeax,  when 
the  market  was  most  prosperorm.  the  figure  stood  at  75  or 
76  yen  per  100  kin,  a  rise  of  50  per  cent,  over  the  lowest 
rate  previously.  It  is  feared  the  price  wiU  fall  off  to  32  M' 
33  yen  in  about  November  this  year.  The  existing  pri««  i« 
¥37  or  38  and  the  demand  i*  almost  nil. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Councillor  W.  F.  Wharmby,  pharmaci.5t,  has  been  elected 
to  tlie  Mayoralty  of  Mansfield.  He  is  the  third  chemist  to 
hold  this  position. 

Captain  J.  R.  Lyons,  L.P.S.I.,  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  re- 
oor.tly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  lhas  now  been 
appointed  to  the  former  rank  while  in  command  of  a  company. 
I  rior  to  the  war  Captain  Lyons  was  retail  manager  at  Butler's 
Medical  Hall,  Sackville  Street,  Dublin. 

Sir  Rickman  John  Godlee,  whose  biography  of  his  i'.kistrious 
unole,  Lord  Li.ster,  has  just  be^^n  published,  delivered  a  notable 
Inaugural  Sessional  Address  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of 
the  ^hool  of  Pharmacy  in  1915,  and  is  well  known  to  London 
pharmaoists  in  other  connections,  and  especially  for  his  work 
on  the  Joint  Committee  for  the  administration  of  tlie  Belgian 
DtK'toi-s'  and  Pharmacists'  Relief  Fund. 

Dr.  John  A.  Adams  has  intimated  his  resignation  of  his 
membership  of  the  Glasgow  Burgh  Insurance  Committee.  Dr. 
Adams  has  been  in  ill-health  for  somo  time.  He  was  one  of 
the  medical  members  of  tlhe  Departmental  Comniittee  which 
was  appointed  to  settle  the  matter  of  discounting  in  England, 
and  in  that  capacity  won  the  cordial  esteem  and  friendly  regard 
of  his  pharmaceutical  colleagues,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Gilmour  and 
W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock.    Dr.  Adams  was  originally  a  pharmacist. 

BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Mr.  Henry  A.  Riles,  pharmaceutical  repre.scntativo,  formerly 
of  52,  Hendon  Road,  Lower  Edmonton,  has  remove^d  to  48, 
Queen's  Road,  Richmond  Hill,  Surrey. 

Association  of  Manufacturing  Chemists,  Ltd. — According  to 
the  third  annual  report  of  this  Association,  there  are  now 
198  sulbscribers  on  the  books — an  increase  of  41  during  the 
year.  The  Debt  Recovery,  Inquiry,  and  Insolvency  and 
Accounts  Departments  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
and  good  results  secured. 


BIRTHS. 

Cbatfield. — On  November  16,  at  23,  Parsons  Street,  Banbury, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Chatfield,  pharmacist — a  daughter. 

Isbell. — On  November  17,  at  Fore  Street,  Fowey,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Richard  Isbell,  M.P.S,— a  son. 


MARRIAGE. 


Chamberlain — Barker.— On  November  12,  at  the  Pariah 
Church,  Twiokenham,  by  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Prosser,  M.A., 
Horace  E.  Chamberlain,  M.P.S.,  to  Jessie  M'arjorie,  elder 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Barker,  Helmsley,  Yorkshire. 


DEATHS. 


Chandler.— On  November  16,  at  St.  Alban's,  Bath  Road, 
Devizes,  James  Chandler,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  79. 

Cross. — On  November  14,  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester-, 
John  W.  Cross,  aged  41.  Mr.  Cross  was  pharmacist  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary.  Ho  came  from  the  Holy  Trinity  Parish 
Schools  as  an  apprentice  to  the  Dispensary,  under  the  late 
M'r.  Richard  Esam.  He  took  the  Major  qualification,  and 
was  subsequently  appointed  dispenser  at  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hoepi'tal,  Guildford,  where  his  work  received  great 
commendation.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Esam  he  was  appointed 
his  successor  in  the  Dispensary,  where  his  work  was  greatly 
apiireciated.  He  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  staff 
with  whom  he  worked. 

Head. — On  November  13,  Lilliaji  Maria,  wife  of  Samue". 
Head,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  13,  High  Street,  Colchester. 
Aged  28. 

Lloyd. — On  November  18,  at  95,  Clarendon  Park  Road, 
Leicester,  Thomas  Howard  Lloyd,  chemiet  and  druggi.st. 
Aged  77.  Mr.  Lloyd  was  senior  director  of  the  firm  of  Howard 
Uoyd  and  Co.,  Limited,  Leicester,  but  as  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness about  two  years  ago  his  death  does  not  involve  any  change 
in  the  management  of  the  company. 

Pearce. — On  November  11,  at  80,  Ringstead  Road,  Lewisham, 
S.E.,  Daniel  Seymour  Pearce,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  71. 

Smyth.— On  November  12,  at  a  nursing  home,  Thomas 
Spring  Smyth,  M.P.S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  "  Clarewood," 
43,  Arthur  Road,  Wimbledon,  London  S.W.  Aged  60.  Mr. 
Smyth  was  retired  from  business,  and  had  been  in  indifferent 
health  for  some  years.  Recently,  being  anxious  to  take  his 
share  in  bearing  the  national  burden,  he  resumed  work,  to 


which,  unfortunately,  his  strength  proved  unequal,  and  he  suc- 
cumbed to  pneumonia  after  three  days'  illness.  The  late  Mr. 
Smyth  qualified  in  1886,  and  had  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Society,  in  all  the  affairs  of  which  he  took  an  intelligent  and 
practical  interest. 

t  Wheildon. — On  October  2,  at  the  Johannesburg  Hospital, 
H.  W.  Wheildon,  a  pa.st -President  of  the  Transvaal  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Mr.  Wheildon  went  out  to  South  Africa  with 
the  R.A.M.C."  during  the  Boer  War.  In  1903  he  joined  the 
staff  of  Lennon's,  Ltd.,  at  .Tohannesburg.  But  very  shortly 
before  his  death  Mr.  Wheildon  had  been  appointed  manager  of 
Petersen's,  Ltd.,  and  was  to  have  assumed  his  new  duties  on 
the  very  day  of  his  death.  The  funeral  took  place  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing death  at  tii-e  New  Brixton  Cemetery,  Johannesburg. 

Turnbull.— On  November  12,  at  1,  The  Oaks,  Sunderland, 
Henry  .John  Turnbull,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  74. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Lance-Corporal  William  Gill,  of  the  Highland  Light  Infantry, 
who  has  been  killed  in  action,  before  the  war  was  employed 
with  Messrs.  F.  Spite  and  Company,  chemists,  St.  Enoch's 
Square,  Glasgow.  The  deoea.sed  was  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
and  enlisted  in  October,  1914. 

Pioneer  W.  H.  Turtelbury,  R.E.,  died  of  wounds  in  France 
on  November  10,  aged  23.  He  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  P. 
Perkins,  M.P.S.,  pharmacist,  Hadleigh,  Essex,  and  was  subse- 
quently assistant  with  Mr.  S.  F.  Body,  Broadway,  Southend- 
on-Sea. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Compounding  of  Syrupus  Factitius  "  W.E.F." 

The  directions  in  the  Addendum  for  making  up  this  pre- 
paration are  capable  of  improvement,  as  under  the  name  of 
"' Mucilago  Tragacamthae  et  Chloroformi  "  I  have  been  com- 
pounding and  using  this  preparation  for  the  past  eight  or  ten 
years ;  and  having  personal  experience  of  its  keeping  pro- 
perties, I  was  able  to  recommend  it  to  the  London  Pharma- 
ceutical Commiittee,  from  whoso  formularj-  the  Codex  Com- 
ijiittee  liave  ajppropriated  it  without,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  any 
acknowledgmenit.  In  order  to  ensure  success  in  the  compound- 
ing of  the  preparation  the  modus  operandi  should  bo  as  fol- 
lows:— Pour  the  chloroform  into  a  dry,  or  neajly  dry.  bottle, 
a  little  larger  than  neces-sary  to  hokl  the  required  volume. 
>roi*ten  the  entire  inner  surface  of  the  bottle  with  the 
chloixiform,  add  the  tragacanth .  and  diffuse  it  through  the 
ohloroforni  by  a  rotatory  motion,  so  as  to  -keep  the  mixture 
at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  Throuigih  a  wide-stemmed  fumnel 
pour  half  the  required  quantity  of  -^vater  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. Sihake  bji-iskly,  add  half  of  remainder  of  the  water, 
again  shake,  then  the  final  portion  of  the  water,  and  shako 
until  the  mixture  is  homogeneous.  I  may  odd  that  while  it 
is  possible  to  rr.ake  Syrupus  Factitius  as  directed  in  the 
Codex  ADDENDtjXl,  the  risk  of  the  formation  of  agglutinations 
of  tragacanth  taking  hours  or  even  days  to  disintegratev  and 
diffuse  is  much  <rrea.ter  than  by  the  method  above  described, 
which  is  both  rapid  and  cevt<iin,  even  with  inferior  gradce  of 
tragacanth. 

London,  Nov.  16,  1917.  Arthur  H.  Jenkin. 


The  Treatment  of  Insomnia  and  Epilepsy. 
A  Personal  Experience. 

For  the  information  of  pharmacists,  who  might  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  medical  men  with  whom  they  come  so  frequently 
in  contact  to  a  matter  of  some  therapeutical  interest  and  impor- 
tance, I  venture  to  give  some  account  of  my  personal  experience 
of  certain  hypnotics  in  the  treatment  of  insonmia,  and  of  zino 
oxide  as  a  remedy  for  epilepsy.  It  is  a  tolerably  familiar  fact 
that  any  chemical  with  hypnotic  proj)erties,  when  habitually 
taken,  gradually  diminisihes  in  effect  unless  increa-sed  doses  are 
used,  with  the  result  that  toxic  symptoms  may  he  developed. 
But  there  are  ca.sos  of  protracted  nervous  strain,  of  which 
the  wounded  or  unner\-ed  soldier  stiffering  from  shell-shock  is 
a  crucial  example,  in  which  the  exhibition  of  hypnotics  over 
a  considerable  period  is  indispensable.  In  these  circumstances  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  devise  a  form  of 
treatment  by  hypnotics  which  shall  be  free  from  toxic  risks.  In 
my  own  case — a  severe  and,  theretofore,  intractable  one — experi- 
ments wore  made  with  the  followina-  hypnotics,  viz. : — 
,  Dimethyl-methane-diethyl-sulphone.  dietViyl  -  sulplhoije  -  methyl  - 
ethyl  -  methane,  sodium  -  methyl  -  barbiturate,  diethyl  -  barbituric 
acid,  diallyl-barbituric  acid,  and  a  diluted  mixture  of  chloral 
I  hyflrate  and  potass  bromide  adju.sted  so  that  lO'B  Cc.  contained 
10  grains  each  of  these  two  compounds.    It  is  an  in.=!tructiTO 
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fact  that  -wihile  as  much  as  80  per  cent,  of  diethyl-barbiturio  acid 
can  be  recovered  from  the  urine,  all  the  diaJlyl-barbituric  acid 
18  eliminated  as  urea.  Most  of  the  other  hypnotics  wiiioh  are 
not  -wholly  docomposed  have  a  diuretic  action.  In  my  own  case, 
the  bromides  per  se  were  oontra-iiidicated  on  account  of  tiic 
bromide  rash  produced.  It  was  discovered  in  my  case  that  by 
duly  alternating  night  after  night  the  hypnotics  specified,  a 
constant  physiological  result  was  attained,  so  that  no  increase  of 
dose  of  any  of  them  was  required.  It  was  also  ascertained,  hqw- 
ever,  that  some  sleep-breaking  condition  may  arise,  especially 
in  the  case  of  the  hypnotics  having  a  diuretic  effect,  and  the 
patient  may  then  experience  some  difficulty  in  getting  to  sleep 
again.  To  overcome  this  wakefulness  it  was  only  necessary 
in  my  case  to  take  a  dose  of  from  i  to  §  of  a  teaspoonful 
of  the  above-mentioned  diluted  mixture  of  chlora  hvdrate  and 
potass  bromide,  when  sleep  was  speedily  induced.  It  has  been 
suggested  as  an  explanation  of  this  •' niinute  dose  effect"  that 
the  physiological  aolion  is  just  sufficient  to  lower  the  functional 
activities  to  the  degree  that  allows  the  hypnotic  to  resume  its 
influence.  In  my  own  case  insomnia,  either  as  a  cause  or  con- 
comitant, was  correlated  with  epilepsy.  At  the  age  of  sixty 
maomnia  came  first,  and  epilepsy  followed.  In  the  treatment  for 
the  lattor  the  cue  was  fina.lj  taken  from  Sir  William  R.  Gower's 
standard  treatise  on  "Epilepsy"  and  a  useful  article  by  E 
Doumer  in  the  Comptes  Rtitdus,  1910.  151  [26J,  1403-1404,  on  the 
oormection  between  epOepsy  and  constipation.  As  Gower 
proves,  salts  of  zinc  have  been  used  with  success  in  epilepsy 
for  more  than  a  century,  although  they  have  not  come  into 
such  general  use  as  the  results  justify— a  circumstance  latterly 
due  to  the  immense  vogue  of  the  bromides.  Gower  recom- 
mends zinc  oxide  in  pilular  form,  and  records  a  number  of 
astonishing  cases  of  cure  by  a  course  of  this  compound.  Dr. 
Marcet  [Chemical  News,  February  14,  1863,  p.  83)  pointed  out 
that  zinc  oxide  is  the  mo3t  effective  therapeutical  agent  for 
allaying  and  removing  the  abnormal  nervous  symptoms  in  so- 
caUed  chronic  alcoholism,  and  described  it  as  the  "  true  anti- 
dote"  in  cases  of  alcoholic  poisoriing,  and  states  fihat  in  doses 
ranging  from  2  to  10  grains  daily  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  in 
epilepsy,  chorea,  hysteria,  paral.^sis,  and  lead  palsy,  and  he  also 
ascribed  hypnotic  properties  to  it.  In  my  own  case  the  dosage 
has  been  two  5  gr.  zinc  oxide  pills  on  retiring  at  night  and  two 
first  thing  in  the  morning.  An  additional  pill  is  taken  at  mid- 
day if  symptoms  of  dizziness  are  experienced.  To  regulate  the 
bowels  and  obviate  the  possibly  constipating  effect  of  the  zinc, 
the  half  of  a  i  grain  aloin  pill  is  taken  occasionally.  Under  this 
simple  treatment  I  have  enjoyed  entire  immunity  from  any 
form  of  seizure,  and  I  feel  sure  that  it  would  be  equally  suc- 
cessful in  many  cases  which  do  not  yield  to  the  more  popular 
bromide  treatment.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  trust  medical 
men,  to  whom  the  facts  of  my  case  are  made  known,  may  be 
disposed  in  suitable  cases  to  try  some  adaptive  modification  of 
this  treatment  for  insomnia  and  epilepsy,  .vhich  has  proved  so 
beneficial  to  me. 
London,  Nov.  13,  1917.  Watson  Smith,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


The  Inhibitory  Influence  of  Aathority  and  Custom  in 
Science  and  Trade. 

Probably  the  most  striking  utterance  in  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harrison's  admirable  addrees  (P.J.,  October  6,  p.  156)  was 
his  criticism  that  every  Pharmacopoeia  contains  errors  and 
demands  impossibilities,  and  his  recommendation  chat  unless 
the  learner  oan  verify  them  for  himself  all  authoritative 
dieta  should  only  be  accepted  provisionally,  since,  as  the 
progreae  of  scientific  research  and  discovery  demonstrates,  the 
certainties  of  to-day  have  a  trick  of  becoming  the  derelicts 
of  to-morrow.  As  an  illustration  of  the  precariousmess  of 
dogmatism  and  the  instability  of  opinion,  I  may  cite  the 
case  of  the  oracles  disagreeing,  as  usual,  on  the  vital  ques- 
tion whether  the  war  is  to  deliver  the  world  from  the  sinietor 
rl'.rninion  of  Germany  in  science  and  tiade.  Professor  Pope 
•oently  expressed  di.ssatisf action  with  the  outlook  as  regards 
'.'!  quantity  and  quality  of  British  dyestuffs,  and  is  appre- 
hensive that  the  bulk  of  the  world's  business  in  these  products 
may  even  yet  revert  to  Germany.  A  Russian  correspondent 
of  the  Daily  Neum,  writing  before  the  Revolution,  stated 
that  wb«i  by  the  outbreak  of  war  trade  was  stopped  between 
Buasia  and  Germany,  British  manufacturers  and  merchants 
were  left  in  possesion  of  a  virtual  monoi>o!y  of  the  Russian 
market,  but,  lacking  power  of  adaptation  and  prevision, 
imposed  such  exacting  conditiona  that  the  Russians  are  likely 
to  be  driven  back  into  the  arms  of  the  Germans  whenever 
the  opporfcunity  recuirs.  In  the  New  Age,  a  journal  above 
suspicion    of    favouring    the    Germans,    it    is    alleged  that 


Biicish  and  even  French  manufacturers,  quoting  for  Greece, 
refused  to  give  otilier  than  f.o.b.  terms,  whereas  German 
ir.Qi-chants  gave  tomis  wliioh  included  tne  landing  of  the 
goods  at  the  Pirseus.  Moreover,  Gorman)  traders  adopt 
the  language,  weights  and  mtvasuies,  and  other  trading 
standjirds  and  conditions  of  their  foreign  cii-stoiners.  But 
as  to  trade  or  other  forecasts  of  after-war  developments,  who 
anticipated  the  Russian  Revolution  or  oan  calculate  ite  duirau- 
tion  and  reactions  upon  the  wilioJo  sitaation  now  and  hence- 
forward ? 

Bargoed,  Glamorgan,  Nov.  14,  1917.  A.  McKenzie. 


Proposed  Introduction  of  a  Postal  Cash -on -Delivery 
Service. 

I  observe  that  tlie  Pc^tmastcr-Genoral  within  the  last  few 
days  has  indicated  his  intention  to  endeavour  to  introduce 
the  Cash  on  Delivery  Parcel  Post  in  this  country.  Now, 
however  suitable  such  a  system  may  be  to  India  and  the  colonies, 
I  venture  to  a.ssert  it  is  not  necessary  in  this  oount.i'y,  where 
almost  everything  is  obtainable  within  easy  di.stance,  and  by 
playing' into  the  hands  of  large  company  and  much -advertised 
concerns  it  would  deflect  much  legitimate  business  from  the 
ordinary  retailer.  I  hope,  therefore,  our  Local  Associations 
will  be  early  and  fully  awake  and  ready  to  oppose  tihe 
pass,a.ge  of  such  a  measure  as  soon  as  there  are  manifest  .signs 
of  the  P.M.G.'s  oropoeal  materialising. 

Leicester,  November  16,  1917.  W.  K.  Inglis,  M.P.S. 


Non=>Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

Whatever  the  modern  economical  forces  may  be  wihidh  are 
bringing  into  existence  such  huge  industrial  organisations  as 
departmental  stores  and  chain  shops;  or  whatever  aspirations 
we  may  have  of  alti-uistic  professionalism,  the  cold  fact  remains 
that  all  professional  societies  of  these  days  must  be  jealously 
regardful  of  the  earning  capacity  of  their  diplomates.  In  this 
respect  alone  ar«  the  aims  of  the  N.P.P.'s  and  proprietors 
identical,  but  the  pity  of  it  is  their  interests  to  this  end  are 
diametrically  opposed  In  order  to  enhance  the  value  of  his 
own  diploma  the  capitalistic  proprietor  is  a  trader  first,  and 
is  prepared  to  hire  the  services  of  his  fellow-pharmacist  at  a 
salary  consistent  with  ability.  On  the  other  band,  the  N.P.P. 
oonies  tar  nearer  to  being  a  professional  man,  in  that  he  haa 
the  protection  of  his  diplom^a  and  the  carrying  out  of  his 
training  as  his  sole  consideration  in  giving  his  services  an 
enhanced  value  over  those  of  the  unqualified  man.  Particu- 
la.rly  is  this  view  borne  out  in  relation  to  his  Insurance 
dispensing  duties.  It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  had  the 
N.P.P's  been  organised,  establishment  charges  would  never 
have  become  incorporated  with  dispensing  fees  in  contracting 
with  Insurance  Committees.  Once  again  I  deny  that  the 
Society  can  be  democratic  without  giving  regard  to  the  separate 
rights  and  claims  of  the  N.P.P.'s  or  until  they  are  organised 
for  the  representation  of  those  interests.  (See  P.J.  Supple- 
ment, November  17,  p.  30.) 

W.  Greenfield, 
Int.  Sec.  "Central  Pharmacists"  Branch  S.A.U. 

London,  November  15,  1917. 


Inadequate  Profits  on  Proprietaries. 

Several  proprietors  lhave  written  trying  to  convince  me 
that  their  articles  yield  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  profit.  Here 
is  a  specimen  of  one  of  the  22i  per  cents. 

£  8.  d. 

Min.  selling  price  of  1  gross    7   4  0 

Cost  price    5  18  0 

Said  to  be  equal  to  225  per  cent,  profit  ...    1   6  0 


After  serving  144  customers  for  26s.,  can  they  honestly  say 
there  is  10  per  cent,  net  profit?  (More  likely  6  per  cent.) 
Is  this  the  way  they  make  out  their  own  profit  and  loss  account 
for  income-tax  purposes?  The  sooner  this  fallacy  is  exposed 
the  bettor,  and  I  resipeotfully  invite  the  chemists  and  pro- 
prietary medicine  vendor.s'  Associations  to  discuss  this  subject 
and  let  the  trade  know  the  truth.  Once  we  decide  what  is  a 
reasonable  profit  and  what  we  really  get  for  acting  as  sales- 
men and  advertising  agents  we  shall  know  the  time  and  space 
to  deivote  to  this  branch  of  the  business. 

J.  J.  Jackson  (of  Chavo  and  Jackson,  Ltd.). 

Horcfoid,  Novr.mlbpr  20,  1917. 
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REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Plant  Specimen  (H.  G.  M.— 223/20).— The  plant  is  Scro- 
■jiliularia  aquatica. 

Sojidifled  Methylated  Spirit  (W.  P.  W.— 223/21).— We  are  of 
<)])inioii  tJiat  a  motliylated  spirit  licence  would  not  be  re- 
cjuued  to  soil  Blie  s>o-o;llled  solidified  spirit. 

N.  H.  I.  Dispensin}^  (C  M.— 223/22).— The  answer  to  your 
inquiry  depends  who'.ly  on  the  local  arrangements  in  force  in 
your  area.  Consult  the  secretary  of  your  Pharmaceutical 
Comniiibtcc. 

Tincture  of  Hyoscyamus  (Egyptian)  (J.  M.  C.  222/38).— Tlie 
(i.iiswer  to  your  first  question  is,  No.  Henbane  grows  in  Egypt; 
Ihc  Egyptian  ilionbano  is  Hyoscyamus  muticus.  The  tinc-tuiie  is 
miado  witii  the  ordinary  menstruum. 

Books  on  Chemistry  (A.  B.  G.— 223/10).— The  following  will 
answer  your  purpose: — MoWwo  Perkins'  '  Qualitative  Chemical 
Analysis '  (Longmans,  4s.  6d.) ;  Treadwell's  '  Analytical  Che- 
mistry,' Vol.  II.;  'Quantitative  Analysis'  (John  Wiley  and 
Sons,  N.Y.,  4  doUairs). 

Filtering  Eusol  (E.  A.  C— 222/43).— You  should  use  purified 
asbestos  for  filtering  the  eusol,  which  you  say  has  an  addition 
of  potassiiun  permanganate.  Filtration  of  this  through  paper 
is  suro  to  cause  trouble.  We  liiave  mo  particulars  as  to  the 
charges  made  to  Red  Cross  liospitals. 

Elixir  Acid.  Acetylsalicyl.  (F.  W.  D.— 223/16).— We  find  that 
this  is  the  name  of  a  proprietary  preparation  the  composition 
of  which  is  sta;ted  to  be: — Acetylsalicylic  acid,  10  grains; 
liquid  extract  of  lappa  [Arctium  lappa),  5  minims;  tincture  of 
Rhus  Tox.,  1  minim;  combined  with  aromatics.  These  are  the 
quantities  in  each  fluid  draohm.  ' 

Lung  Tonic,  P.J.F.  0237  (S.  G.  C— 223/19).— This  appears 
under  the  name  of  Lung  Balsam.    The  formula  is : — Coltsfoot, 

1  oz. ;  linseed,  1  oi.  ;  horehound,  1  oz. ;  extract  of  liquorice, 

2  oz.  ;  ohlorodyno  (without  morphine  and  prussic  acid),  10  fl.  oz. ; 
oil  of  anise,  1  fi.  dr.  ;  oxymel  of  squill,  64  fl.  oz. ;  tincture  of 
capsicum,  4  fl.  dr. ;  treacle,  64  fl.  oz. ;  boibng  distilled  water, 
40  fl.  oz. 

Pil.   Opii,  and  Cocaine  and  Opium  Register  (R.  H.  H. — 

223/12). — (1)  The  pills,  if  made  so  that  they  are  incapable  of  being 
used  for  non-medicinal  purposes,  may  be  supplied  on  a  National 
Health  Insurance  Order.  (2)  A  National  Health  Insurance  pre- 
scription docs  not  require  the  quaJifioations  of  the  panel  prac- 
titioner to  be  statetl.  (3)  Your  Cocaine  Register  must  be 
available  for  inspection  by  the  police. 

Cobblers'  AVax  (H.  ,E.— 220/44).— In  further  reply  to  your  in- 
c|"iry,  you  will  (have  oibeerved  the  note  on  the  subject  by  Mr. 
Pollard  which  appeared  in  our  last  week's  issue  (page  242).  We 
have  since  received  .a  letter  from  anotlier  correspondent,  avhom 
wo  thank.  This  is  oonfirnia.tory  in  all  respects  of  the  informa- 
tion given  by  Mr.  Pollard,  but  it  'is  mentioned  that  the  tallow 
used  was  the  old-faslhaoned  tallow  candles. 

Medium  for  Luminous  Paint  (C.  W.  P.— 223/5).— Abno-st  any 
modimn  that  dries  satisfactorily  will  serve  the  purpose.  A  thin 
raa.stic  varnish  or  good  spirit  varnish  will  answer  admirablv. 
and  this  would  give  a  waterproof  .surface.  Also,  we  should 
imagine  that  a  thin  celluloid  varnish  would  do  even  bettpr, 
especially  as  a  colourless  medimn  should  be  aimed  at,  Yovi 
might  find  it  convenient  to  paint  sheets  of  celluloid  with  the 
luminous  paint.  This  is  useful  for  fixing  in  places  whore  perfect 
protection  from  m'oisture  is  required. 

Ointment  for  Angleberries  (R.  K.  P.— 222/36).— If  your  famior 
client  objects  to  the  yellow  arsenic  ointment,  he  would  doubtless 
also  object  to  the  old  farriers'  remedy,  wihich  consisted  of  white 
ar.senic  made  into  a  paste  with  soft  soap,  equal  parts  generally 
being  used.  As  an  alternative  to  arsenical  preparation.s,  an 
ointment  of  one  part  of  salicylic  acid  and  3  to  5  parts  of  lard 
may  be  used.  This  does  not  cause  any  appreciable  pain,  but 
leads  to  the  deatli  of  the  extremities  of  th&  warts  first,  and  on 
each  successive  application  a  further  portion  breaks  off. 

Removal  of  Nicotine  Stains  from  Fingers  (A.  B.  M.— 222/28). 
-^A  common  (procedure  is  to  ruib  the  stained  fingers  with  a 
little  solution  of  chlorinated  soda  on  a  piece  of  soft  rag  or 
lint,  washing  rw^ell  aftea-wards  with  hot  soap  and  water,  using 
at  the  same  time  a  ipieoe  of  pumice  stone.  The  use  of  pumice 
stone  is,  in  fact,  aibout  the  best  thing  that  there  is ;  chemicals 
may  help  things  a  little.  If  the  stams  are  very  deep,  fii-st 
remove  as  zmich  as  possible  of  the  coloration  by  rubbing  with 
pumice  stone  moistened  with  dilute  'hydrochloric  acid,  tjien 
follow  this  treatment  with  solution  of  chlorinated  soda. 

Cheap  Cold  Cream  (W.  D.— 220/19).— In  (further  reply  to 
your  inquiry,  a  correspondent,  whom  we  tliank.  has  written  to 


say  thait  t'lio  following  formula,  whicJi  he  has  used  for  years,  ha.s 
always  given  satisfaction: — Whit©  soft  paraflin,  16  oz. ;  sper- 
maceti, 2  oz. ;  wihite  beeswa.v,  2  oz. ;  hot  water,  4i  oz. ;  borax. 
90  gjmins;  perfume,  q.s.  Melt  the  firs-t  thj?ee  ingrredients 
together ;  dissolve  the  boi-ax  in  the  hot  water.  When  the  m©lte<l 
paraffin  mixture  becomes  slightly  o^ynque,  add  gradually  the 
solution  of  borax,  stirring  until  cool;  then  add  the  perfume  and 
whip  well.  The  more  assiduous  the  whipping  the  whiter  will 
be  the  product.  Inate>a<l  of  plain  water,  rose  water  or  solution  of 
hamamelis  ma.v  be  used. 

Benedict's  Solution  for  Sugar  in  Urine  (W.  R.  S.— 222/45).— 
The  solution  for  quantitative  work  is  made  ;is  follows: — Sodium 
carbonate  crystals,  200  Gm®. ;  potassium  citrate,  200  Gma. ;  potas- 
sium sulphocyanide,  125  Gms.  Di-ssolve  with  the  aid  of  heat  in 
enough  water  to  make  ajbout  800  C.c,  and  filter  if  necessary. 
The  copper  solution  is  made  by  dissolving  copper  sulphate  in 
pure  crystals,  18  Gms.,  in  about  100  C.c.  of  water.  This  is 
poured  slowlv  into  the  first  solution  with,  constant  stirring ;  then 
there  are  added  5  C.c.  of  5  per  cent,  solution  of  potassiium 
ferrocyanide  and  enoug^h  water  to  make  1  litre.  Of  this  solu- 
tion, 25  C.c.  =  0  05  Gm.  of  glucose.  There  is  a  full  account  of 
the  working  of  the  tost  an  the  P.J.  of  December  2,  1911,  page 
746. 

Calico  Gas-Proof  Container  (A.  L.  II.— 222/42).— Wo  have  no 
definite  information  as  to  tho  nature  of  the  gas-proof  material 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  gas  contiiiners  provided  for  motor 
cars.  It  may  be  canvas  treated  by  the  Willesden  process,  or  by 
solution  of  rubber.  You  would  probably  not  succeed  in  pro- 
ducing a  satisfactory  iiesult  on  a  small  scale.  As  an  experiment, 
however,  you  might  immerse  the  canvas  in  thin  glue  to  which  a 
little  calcium  ohloride  has  been  added  to  keep  the  coated  surface 
flexible,  and  then  after  drying  immerse  the  fabric  in  solution 
of  potassium  bichromate  or  formaldehyde.  This  would  be  better 
than  mixing  the  glue  .solution  with  either  of  the  ohemicals 
named,  because  of  the  fact  that  when  once  a  chrome-glue  or 
formaldehydo-glue  has  set  it  cannot  bo  remelted,  and  is  therefore 
useless. 

Oil  for  Cleaning  Rifles  (C.  L.— 223/34).— The  sample  you 

send  may  bo  a  proprietai-y  preparation ;  at  all  events,  its 
characters  do  not  correspond  altogether  with  recognised 
formulae.  We  think  the  following  formula  fundamentally  re- 
presents tliat  of  your  s.araple,  inasmuch  as  it  contains  a  fixed 
oil  and  kerosene: — Kerosene,  free  from  acid,  2;  sperm  oil,  1; 
oil  of  tunpentine,  1 ;  acetone,  1.  You  can  easily  rid  the  kero- 
sene of  acid  by  shaking  it  with  a  solution  of  caustic  pota.sh 
before  making  up  the  mixture.  Your  sample  appears  to  con- 
tain commercial  phenol,  but  no  oil  of  turpentine  or  acetone. 
The  amount  of  phenol  present  appears  to  be  considerable, 
if  one  may  judge  by  the  odour,  but  perhaps  not  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  justify  replacing  altogether  the  turpentine  and 
acetone  of  the  aibove  formula.  You  state  that  the  product  is 
an  alkaline  minei-al  oil.  It  may  be  that  the  phenol  is  treated 
with  alkali  before  mixing  with  the  other  ingredients,  but 
only  anialysis  could  dotormine  the  point. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


"Toropax"  Effervescing   Mouth    Wash   Tablets   (161/9)  — 

Makers,  or  where  obtainable? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Wher» 

obtaina:ble  ? 
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SUNDAY,  November  25. 

^^C.  United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

yy  /\         10  a.m.,  Company  parade  Headquarters  for  drill,  etc. 
/Ar<\\        11  a.m.,  Int«r-Coinpany  Bayonet  Competition.  Uniform, 
/  IJ^^J  1        drill  order,  with  rieht  arm  munition  pouch.  Party 
V  ^9V9>6'9t  proceeding   to  Rainham  for  Musketry   will  parade 
jSr>Si^_i^&S\  F«iichurch  Stre  et  at  9.10  a.m.  Uniform,  marching  order, 
Cly^^V  .  "Sj/^v  with  Backs.   Rations  to  be  carried.    Men  who  have  not 
done  grouping  and  who  have  done  part  I  are  eligibl* 
for  firing. 

Tuesday,  November  27.  — 8.45,Maebiue  Gun  instruction  for  all  ranks  at 
Headquarters. 

Wednesday,  November  28.— 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon  parade  Hcadqnarters. 
Thursday,  November  29.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoona  parade 
Headquarters. 

N.B.— Any  man  not  able  to  put  in  the  requisite  number  of  drills  for  the 
month  owing  to  illnees,  etc.,  must  send  a  medical  certificate  to  Orderly 
Room  and  obtain  leave  of  absence.  This  is  necessary  to  comply  with  War 
Office  regulations. 


anb  'Jll)armaci5t 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 


Tbe  Pharmacentical  Journal  and  Pbarmacist  is  the  official  organ 
If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
Jia  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
:or  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
>f  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  In 
Ingland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy, 
iassla,  Spain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
(he  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 
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CDITOB:  CENTBAL  13415.  EDITOR:  "PHABMAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  " Pharmads,  London." 

a)ITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17.  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE.  LONDON.  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150.  HOLBORN.  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


>ir  .4rtbur  Pearson's  Fund  for  the  Children  of  Blinded  Soldiers 
and  Sailors. 

V\'e  have  mucli  pteasurc  in  aoknowledg'ing  the  undernoted 
nibscriptions  to  the  above  fund,  which  have  been  sent  in  re- 
to  the  appeal  in  last  week's  Journal.     Now*  that  the 
iption  list  ha.s  opened  so  promisingly,  we  venture  to  hope 
•  will  be  amply  aug-mented  from  week  to  week.  Phar- 
■5,  in  common  with  all  classes  in  the  community,  have 
claims  upon  their  liberality  for  aid  to  voluntary  funds 
.  ';f  of  conditions  of  hardship  or  suffering  due  to  trie  war, 
•■  can  conceive  of  fet\v  causes  which  are  worthier  of  sujp- 
"iian  the  one  for  which  the  present  appeal  is  being  made. 


SrB.scRirTioN  LisT.^  £  s.  d. 
(J.  Fortuna.  Ltd.  (Goodgo  Street),  per  Mr.  A.  J. 

Cottle  ..■   2   2  0 

Henry  Crompton    Bury    110 

Edwin  Thorpe,  Ph.C.,  Bognor    0   5  0 

WiUiam  Pollard,  Wakefield    110 

H.  Kernp  (Kemp's  Pharmacy,  Ltd.),  Muawell  Hill, 

London   :   110 

W.  Everard  White,  Gainsborough   110 

J.  Lennox,  Glasgow      0    6  0 

•  I.  H.  Murphy,   Glasgow    0    4  6 

J    E.  .Jones  (.Jones  Bros.),  Mexborough    0  10  6 

(i.    II.    Diwi-on.    Sout.hond-onrSea,    1    0  0 


War  Emergency  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex,  1911. 

This  Addendum,  which  comprises  formulae  to  replace  prepara- 
ior  -  containing  glycerin  and/or  sugar  withdrawn  from  the 
■  Phaimacopa-ia,  1914,  and  also  from  a  number  of  tho 
commonly  used  glycerin-  and  sugar-containing  prepara- 
loii-  included   in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,   1911,  is 
low  ready  and  on  sale.    The   published  price  is  Is.  net,  or 
J.  2d.  post  free,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Phar- 
naceutioal  Press,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I.  As 
he  Addendum  is  aii  indispensable  standard  of  reference  for  all 
lispensing  purposes,   and  also  takes  rank    as  a  presumptive 
tandard  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  it  is  a  pre-requisite 
o-  ^11  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  wholesaling,  dispensing,  or 
•ig  of  the  propara*iotis  for  whioh  it  gives  foirmulse.  Tho 
;r]i>rp>«ion  is  exhausfted,  but  a  fresh  iss.ue  will  bo  ready 
:.  .i.  tew  (layn. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

INAUGURATION   OF  THE  ADDENDUM  (WAR  EMER- 
GENCY  FORMULARY)  TO  THE  B.P.  CODEX. 

As  from  December  1,  by  joint  agreement  between  the  British 
Medical  Association  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  it  i^ 
recommended  thai  the  new  preparation.s  for  which  formulae  are 
given  in  the  Addendum  shall  be  used  for  prescribing  and 
dispensing  all  new  prescriptions.  In  connection  with  Insttr- 
ance  dispensing  the  Central  List  of  Stock  Mixtures  (C.L.), 
which  has  been  revised  under  the  above  agreement, 
is  being  issued  by  the  National  Health  Commissioners 
to  all  Insurance  Committees  iu  England  and  Wales, 
and  comes  into  operation  to-day  (December  1).  It  is 
to  be  specially  noted  both  by  presciibers  and  dispen.sers  that 
prescriptions  relating  to  C.L.  mixtures  given  on  or  after  this 
date  will  he  interpreted  (tccorcling  to  the  revised  list:  that 
is  to  sav,  in  every  case  the  modified  mix^tures  are  to  be  dis- 
pensed, and  in  pricing  for  payment  only  such  mixtures  will 
be  allowed  for.  It  has  further  been  agreed  by  the  British 
-Medical  Association  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  all 
local  formularies  should  be  revised  simultaneously  on  Decem- 
ber 1  by  introducing  Addendum  equivalents  for  the  expunged 
B.P.  preparations,  and  it  is  suggested  that  as  from  that  date, 
by  formal  agreement  between  Local  Panel  and  Pharmaceutical 
Committees,  every  prescription  for  any  ex-Pharmaco-pceial 
preparation  should  be  taken  to  indicate  the  corresponding 
Addendum  alternatives,  provided  that  the  Local  Insurance 
Committee  have  duly  notified  the  individual  panel  practitioner 
and  chemist  to  this  effect.  Prescribers  are  requested  to  add 
the  initials  W.E.iF.  (War  Emergency  Formulary)  to  the 
original  name  of  the  preparation.  As  panel  practitioners  have 
been,  or  will  be,  fully  instructed  in  this  connection,  they  are 
not  likely,  save  by  inadvertence,  to  omit  these  code  letters ; 
but  in  that  event,  it  is  suggested  that  the  Local  Panel  and 
Pharmaceutical  Committees  should  also  agree  formally  with 
each  other  that  as  from  December  1,  1917,  prescriptions  for 
mixtures,  et;.,  not  in  a  local  formulary,  and  containing  an 
ex-Pharmacopoeial  preparation,  should  be  intei-preted.  in  lieu 
of  evidence  of  a  contrary  intention  on  the  part  of  the'pre- 
scriber,  as  indicating  Addendum  proxies.  Notice  of  this 
agreement  should  be  given  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  with 
a  view  to  the  arrangement  being  formally  notified  by  that 
body  to  each  doctor  and  chemist.  Our  contemporary  the 
Jiritish  Medical  Journal  points  out  that,  whereas  all  panel 
practitioners  and  chemisits  will  clearly  understand  the  sig- 
nificance and  use  of  the  abbreviation  "W.E.F.,"  it  might 
possibly  create  some  uncertainty  in  ordinary  non-Insurance 
practice,  a  contingency  which  may  be  obviated  by  writing 
"  W.E.F.  Cod."  Although  we  believe  the  risk  from  this 
source  to  be  trifling,  there  are  doubtless  cases  in  which  it  may 
be  as  well  for  the  prescriber  to  take  this  precaution.  From 
a  number  of  inquiries  that  have  come  to  hand,  it  would  appear 
that  there  is  still  some  doubt  or  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
nature  and  scope  of  the  Addendum  in  relation  to  the  Food 
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;ind  Drugs  Acts.  As  a  general  princij)le,  it  may  be  stated 
tliat  if  an  Addendxtm  "  W.E.F."  preparation  is  prescribed, 
and  dispensed  as  such,  no  prosecution  under  the  Food  and 
13rugs  Acts  would  be  successful.  If  "W.E.F."  is  not  speci- 
fied, the  dispenser  should,  "whenever  practicable,  communicale 
with  the  prescriber,  and,  having  obtained  his  consent  to  the 
JSC  of  the  "W.E.F."  preparation,  explain  to  the  cu.stomer,  it 
necessary,  the  reason  for  the  alteration.  In  the  case  c-f 
ordinary  sales  over  the  counter,  f.<i.,  compound  liquorice 
powder,  when  asked  for  under  the  original  Phannacopoeial 
name,  the  vendor  should  make  it  clear  both  orally  and  on  the 
label  that  the  preparation  is  not  ex-B.P.,  but  Audendttm 
W.E.F. 


MAGNESIA  AS  A  BREAD  IMPROVER, 

A  PARAGE.iPH  is  going  round  the  Press  recommending 
the  addition  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of 
"magnesia"  to  "G.R."  flour  as  a  "bread  improver," 
and  the  recommendation  is  said  to  have  owed  its 
origin  a  century  ago  to  Sir  Humphry  Davy.  We  can 
find  no  mention  of  the  subject  in  the  standard  edition 
of  his  collected-'Avorks,  but  it  is  always  possible  that  he  may 
Jiave  made  such  a  suggestion  public  in  a  letter  to  some  news- 
payper  of  his  time  or  in  an  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  some 
correspondent.  A  number  of  pharmacists  have  written  to 
report  that  the  Press  circulation  of  the  paragraph  in  question 
has  led  to  a  considerable  demand  for  "magnesia,"  which 
they  have  interpreted  to  mean  carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  ;i 
newspaper  correspondence  is  taking  place  which  shows  that 
the  results  obtained  from  the  addition  of  magnesium  carbonate 
to  "  G.R."  flour  are  variously  described  as  highly  satisfactory 
and  disastrous  and  deplorable.  We  are  not  here  concerned 
with  the  issue  whether  these  discrepancies  are  due  to  the 
unsuitableness  of  magnesia  for  the  purpose,  or  errors  in  the 
maniijulation  of  the  process ;  but  several  correspondents  have 
raised  the  much  more  pertinent  question  of  the  probable  effects 
on  health  of  a  daily  consumption  of  TDread  containing  mag- 
nesia, and  one  writer  suggests  that  before  the  public  adopt 
the  use  of  such  bread  dt  might  be  well  to  ascertain  "what 
an  expert  and  competent  body  like  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  "  has  to  say  on  the  subject.  As  it  happens,  that 
Society  is  concerned  only  with  the  genuineness  and  purity 
of  drugs,  but  not  with  their  physiological  action.  NevertJie- 
less,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  our  readers  to  collate  the  doctrines 
of  recognised  pharmacological  authorities  as  to  tlie  action  and 
effet'ts  of  magnesium  oxide  and  carbonate.  It  is  to  be  noted 
first  of  all  that  the  pharmacopoeial  dose  is  thirty  to  sixty 
grains  for  a  single  administration,  and  five  to  twenty  grains 
for  repeated  use ;  whereas,  on  the  assumption  that  as  directed 
by  Davy  (?),  thirty  grains  of  the  carbonate  are  mixed  with 
each  pound  of  flour,  the  consumer  on  the  voluntary  bread-ration 
.scale  would  ingest  aboiut  ten  grains  of  the  carbonat^e  ^jer  diem. 
It  is  a  common  belief  that  the  habitual  use  of  magnesium 
oxide  or  carbonate  is  likely  to  induce  the  formation  of  con- 
cretions in  the  bowel.  Christison's*  classical  '  Dispensatory 
is  silent  on  this  point.  Pereira's  'Materia  Medica,'  4th 
edition.  Vol.  I.,  page  645,  states  that  magnesia,  "  when  taken 
in  too  large  quantities  and  for  long  period,  has  sometimes 
accumulated  in  the  towels  to  an  enormous«extent,  and,  being 
coated  by  the  mucus  of  the  bowels,  has  created  unpleasant 
eflects.''  Two  cases  are  cited,  in  one  of  which  the  patient 
took  every  night  during  two  and  a  half  years  from  one  to 
two  iteaspoonfuls  of  calcined  magnesia,  and  on  one 
occasion  she  evacuated  two  pints  of  "sand,"  and  on 
another  voided  "  soft  brown  lumps,"  which  were  found 
to  consist  entirely  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  concreted  by  the 
mucus  of  the  bowels,  in  the  proportion  of  40  per  cent.  In 


the  second  case  a  mass  of  a  similar  composition,  weighing 
from  four  to  six  pounds,  was  found  embedded  in  the  head  of 
the  colon  six  months  after  the  patient  had  ceased  taking 
magnesia.  Sydney  Ringer,  'Materia  Medica,'  13th  edition, 
p.  199,  states:  "If  unduly  employed  they  (magnesia  oxide 
and  carbonate)  occasionally  accumulate,  and  may  form  con- 
cretions in  the  intestines,  lliese  concretions  consist  mainly  of 
the  unaltered  carbonate  or  oxide  of  administration,  for  only 
a  very  small  proportion  of  any  biilky  dose  will  sufi'er  the 
(chemical)  changes  above  described.  Some  phosphate  may 
be  present  in  the  concretions."  Wood,  'Pharmacology,' 
p.  266,  is  even  more  guarded.  He  says:  "When  taken 
repeatedly  they  (magnesium  oxide  and  carbonate)  are  said  at 
times  to  accumulate  in  the  intestines."  Lauder  Brunton, 
'Pharmacology,'  3rd  edition;  Guahney,  'Pharmacology,'  5th 
edition;  and  Dixon,  'Pharmacology,'  4th  edition,  make  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  production  of  concretions  by  the 
continued  use  of  magnesium  oxide  or  carbonate.  Dixon,  who 
is  in  substantial  agreement  with  the  earlier  pharmacologists 
as  to  the  chemical  reactions  following  ingestion  of  magnesium 
salts,  states  that  in  the  small  intestine  magnesium  compounds 
are  converted  into  magnesium  bicarbonate.  Evidently,  how- 
ever, he  is  not  taking  into  account  the  case  of  a  large  single 
dose  of  oxide  or  carbonate,  which  might  only  partly  be  so 
converted,  while  the  bulk  of  it,  becoming  covered  with  in- 
testinal mucus,  would  be  protected  from  further  chemical 
action,  and  tend  to  form  a  concretion  or  the  nucleus  of  one. 
From  this  con-statement  of  the  facts,  we  may  safely  infer  that 
for  the  generality  of  consumers  a  daily  ration  of  bread  con- 
taining no  more  on  the  average  than  ten  grains  of  magnesium 
carbonate  may  be  taken  without  any  risk  to  health.  It  is 
another  question  whether  it  can  be  proved,  as  Davy  is  alleged 
to  have  claimed,  that  magnesia,  when  added  even  to  the 
modern  equivalent  of  what  in  Davy's  day  was  the  worst  kind 
of  flour,  will  make  it  more  palatable  and  digestible. 

PHARMACISTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

The  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  appointed 
by  tlie  Council — nam-ely,  the  President  (Mr.  E.  White),  Mr. 
E.  A.  Atkins,  Mr.  A.  H.  Jenkin,  and'  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  M.P.,  who  are  conferring  with  representatives  of  the 
Army  Medical  Service  Department  with  reference  to  the 
recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army,  have  accumulated 
much  useful  material  as  to  the  present  conditions  of  pharma- 
•ceutical  service  in  the  Army,  and  the  lack  of  recognition  and 
utilisation  in  that  connection  of  enlisted  pharmacists ;  but  we 
are  informed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Jenkin,  Acting  Secretary  to  the 
Sub-Committee  of  pharmaceutical  representatives,  that  addi- 
tional testirrony  from  pharmacists  in- the  Army  on  the  fol- 
lowing points  would  be  welcomed : — 

A.  — The  conditions  under  which  pharmacists  enlisted 
(class,  etc.). 

B.  — The  work  on  which  they  are  engaged. 

C.  — If  in  the  R  A.M.C.,  details, of  rank  and  pay. 

D.  — If  in  other  branches  of  the  service,  whether  they 
have  acted  or  are  acting  as  dispensers,  or  had  or  have 
civarge  of  medicaJ  stores,  and,  further,  if  they  have  had 
or  have  any  temporary  or  permanent  rank  or  additional 
pay  in  these  ca.pacities. 

Any  particulars  under  the  above  heads,  which  ought  to  Iw 
communicated  forthwith  to  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Jenkin,  64,  Wny 
Crescent,  Tollington  Park,  London,  N.4,  will  be  treated  M 
strictly  confidential.  In  view  of  the  value  of  additional  and 
representative  data  illustrative  of  the  above-named  phases  of 
the  subject  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  in  view,  it  is  hoped 
that  pharmacists  in  the  Army  will  promptly  and  adequately 
respond  to  this  invitation.  Pharmacists  in  civil  life  who  know 
of  tlie  whereabout*  of  conf  reres  in  the  Army  are  respectfn% 
requested  to  do  what  they  can  to  make  such  Army  pharma- 
cists acquainted  with  this  request. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[Seerttariet  of  Pharmacsutical  Atsociations  are  requested  to  send  brief  reports  oj  meetings  for  pubUeation, 
to  at  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later   than  tht    Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meeting.] 


BEDFORDSHIRE.— A  meeting  of  the  Bedfoidshiie  Phur- 
niacists'  Association  was  held  at  Luton  on  November  22  to 
consider  the  terms  for  pat.ol  service  for  1918.  It;  was  decided 
to  remain  on  the  Panel  List  for  1918,  and  a  resolution  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  Executive  at  London  headquarters  for  the 
somewhat  improved  remuneration.  It  was  decided  to  contri- 
bute- to  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  and  Bedfordshire  chemists 
should  accept  this  intimation,  and  send  in  their  contributions  at 
once  either  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  at  Luton  or  direct  to  the 
Square.  The  minimum  retail  price  list  issued  by  the  British 
and  Colonial  Pharmacist  was  considered,  and  it  was  decided  to 
recommend  each  Bedfordshire  pharmacist  to  at  once  adopt  the 
list  for  retail  sales  of  drugs  and  other  goods  not  of  a  proprie- 
tary or  semi-proprietary  character. 


BIRMINGHAM.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Bir- 
niingliam  Phann'a<;;eutical  Association,  held  on  November  20, 
the  following  officers  were  elected — President,  Mr.  H.  Bucking- 
ham ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  H.  O.  Lloyd  and  F.  W.  Atkin- 
son: Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  Smith;  Hon.  Ti-easurer,  Mr. 
J.  Poole ;  Hon.  Librarian,  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcook ;  Hon.  Auditors, 
Messrs.  W.  C.  Scott  and  S.  Harris.  Five  new  members  and 
two  A^ociat-es  were  elected. 


CARDIFF. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical 
Association  was  hold  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  on  November  24,  Mr. 
W.  H.  FuBXlVALL  (President)  in  the  chair. — Mr.  A.  Hagon 
referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Fund  as  the  most 
important  matter  before  pharmacists  at  the  present  time.  A 
great  change  was  coming.  The  future  House  of  Commons 
would  bo  representative  of  all  kinds  of  professions  and  crafts, 
and  it  was  not  right  that  those  who  had  no  firet-hand  knowledge 
of  the  business  should  be  allowed  to  deal  with  pharmaceutical 
affairs.  A  great  change  had  been  witnessed  since  chemists  had 
a  direct  representative  in  Parliament.  When  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act  was  before  the  House,  medical  and  phar- 
•'  ueutical  aspects  were  not  understood  by  members,  but  the 
i-macists'  representative  had  presented  his  case,  and  through 
efforts  pharmacy  received  favourable  treatment.  In  tlie  near 
future  there  might  be  a  Ministry  of  Health,  whose  functions 
would  bo  almost  certain  to  interfere,  for  gootl  or  evil,  with 
the  craft,  and  it  was  essential  that  they  should  have  proper 
representatives  to  protect  them.  Money  must  be  spent  for  this 
purpos'.',  and  every  pharmacist  sho.uld  subscribe  liberally. — The 
PRE>rr)ENT  concurred,  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Johnson,  in  sui:^rting, 
said  tiiat  pharmacists  had  hitherto  not  used  the  strength  they 
posstssod,  but  now  they  had  the  opportunity  to  put  their 
•houlder  to  the  wheel  to  be  well  placed  in  the  future. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  E.  Poole,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Williams,  a 
«um  of  ten  guineas  was  voted  from  the  Association's  fund.«,  and 
it  was  also  agreed  that  all  members  be  asked  to  contribute  iodi- 
Tidual  donations.  Those  present  subscribed  £17,  and  a  canvass 
will  be  made  among  absent  members. — The  following  honorai-y 
ofiSce-bearcrs  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: — President,  Mr. 
J.  Murray;  Vice-President,  Mr.  A.  S.  Johnson;  Treasurer.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Fnrnivall;  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  C.  Harden;  A-<sistant-Sec- 
letary,  Mr.  A.  J.  Harris  (on  active  service) ;  Acting  Assistant- 
Secretary.  Mr.  Geo.  Edwards ;  Commercial  Secretary,  Mr.  Harry 
DavieA ;  Auditors,  Messrs.  Owen  .Jenkins  and  D.  Brims ;  C/'om- 
mitt^ff.  Messrs.  .S.  B.  Eason,  S.  W.  Hague,  A.  T.  Mogg,  J.  D. 
Jenkirn,  .1.  A.  .Jones.  A.  Hagon,  Leo.  .Joseph.  .J. P.,  and  J.  T>. 
Jones  ic-»)-(>j»ted). 


COUNTY  OF  SURREY.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  thf  ("ouiity  of  Surrey  A.s.vxiation  of  Pharmacists  held  on 
Novrnirrfn-  21  la.=*.  Mr.  W.  A.  liowden.  of  Wimbledon,  was 
»P7X»iiirf<l  Chnirrn.Tn  and  Mr.  W.  11.  Fowl»r  rofl,p.pointe(l 
Secretary. 

EALING.— .\t  ;i  iii-etiiig  of  the  Ealing  an.l  District  Phar- 
raacist-t'  Aswiation,  held  at  Buol's  Restaurant,  on  Novembf^r  20. 
with  Mr.  G.  NOBRIS,  the  President,  in  the  chair,  the  suggested 
Tariff  for  Ineuranne  Pharmacy  Service  for  1918  was  dis- 
cussed, and  although  the  terms  were  ron8idere<l  in- 
•nffic>ntly  remunerative,  it  was  propose*!  by.  Mr.  Iron- 
■ON-f;F.R,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  McKee,  that  the  Tariff 
be  .'irrepted,  and  this  proposal  was  carried  unanimously. 
At  Mr.  McKee  was  compelled  to  resign  from  the  Middlr- 
«ex    Ph.irrriar  f-utical    Committee,    it    was    derided    that  Mr, 


Williams,  of  Acton,  be  requested  to  fill  the  vacant  position.— The 
tjuestiou  of  a  minimum  price  list  was  thon  discussed,  and  it 
was  decided  to  request  the  publishers  of  the  list  issued  by  the 
}{.  and  CP.  to  fi.eind  samples  of  their  list  for  inspection  by 
iiiemliers,  with  a  view  to  its  formal  adoption  by  the  Association. 
— An  infc'-mal  discussion  on  various  trade  subjects  ensued,  and 
many  interesting  views  and  opinions  were  exchanged  between 
the  members. — At  the  conclusion  of  the  i^roceedingSj  the  CSiair- 
maii  was  congratulated  on  presiding  at  one  ot  the  most 
interesting  meetings  in  the  annals  ot  tlio  Association. 

EAST  ANGLIA  FEDERATION.— Mr.  Charles  Hamson, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  East  Anglia  Federation  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Associations,  drawTS  our  attention  to  a  statement  in  our 
roixirt  of  tlie  meeting  held  at  Ipswioh  {P.J.,  November  17, 
p.  256)  implying  tJiat  Mr.  Ling,  a  Norfolk  member,  had 
secured  the  alteration  of  the  Mile  Limit  Regulation.  Mr.  Ham- 
eon  infoims  us  that  the  matter  is  stiTl  in  abeyance,  and  will  be 
brought  up  before  the  next  meeting  of  tlie  Medicnl  Benefit  Sub- 
Oommiittee.   

EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  OID 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION.— The  opening  meeting  oS 
the  fortieth  session  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants', 
and  Apprentices'  Associa.tion  was  held  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  House,  36.  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday, 
November  21,  at  7.30  p.m.,  Mr.  James  Adamsox.  President,  m 
the  chair.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
Tlie  Pee.sident  said  death  had  removed  two  distinguished 
members  of  the  Association  who  liad  done  splendid  seiwioe  for 
it  in  its  earlier  days,  and  retained  their  interest  and  active 
support  till  the  very  end.  Ho  referred  to  the  late  Peter 
MaoEwan,  editor  of"  the  Chemist  nnd  Druaqist,  and  the  late 
Dr.  Gordon  Shaip.  of  Leeds.  Mr.  Aethue  C.ubns,  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, read  the  report  on  the  summer  session,  indicating  that 
the  various  botanical  excursions  had  been  carried  out  with 
very  great  success.  The  report  was  approved. — ^The  Chaieuan 
theii  proceeded  to  give  the  opening  addre.ss  on 

Stepping  Stones, 
wliioh  took  the  fonn  of  an  eloquent  lay  sernionette  on  tie 
quasi-Tenny.soni.an  text  that  *' Man  may  rise  on  stepping-stones 
to  higher  things."  In  answer  to  the  lament  of  many  men 
that  they  never  get  a  ehance,  it  was  pointed  out  that  man,  if 
he  so  wills  it,  may  in  many  oases  become  the  master  of  things. 
With  an  old  syringe  Watt  constructed  his  model  of  the  steam 
engine ;  with  some  pots  and  pans  Da.^^r  made  momentous 
chemical  discoveries  ;  in  his  spare  time  as  a  bookbinder.  Fara- 
day, using  some  old  bottles,  did  classical  experimental  work 
that  laid  the  foundations  of  modern  chemistry  ;  with  a  network 
of  threaded  beads,  Ferguson  produced  his  map  of  the  heavenly 
bodies ;  with  a  simple  prism,  a  lens,  and  a  piece  of  pasteboard, 
Newtton  revealed  the  composition  of  white  light  and  the  oanBa- 
tion  of  colour;  and  a  world-^famed  industry  in  the  manufacture 
of  opium  alkaloids  had  its  huniible  origin  in  the  making  of 
morphine  in  an  ordinary  household  fiying-pan  in  the  back 
shop  of  an  Edinburgh  chemist.  Books  and  the  discerning  use 
of  tiiem  were  recommended  as  stepping-stones  to  that  know- 
ledge which  is  powder  and  character.  Integrity,  industry,  happi- 
ness, and  confidence  were  other  stepping-stones,  and  last.,  but 
not  lea!#.  in  the  series,  the  Association  of  which  the  speaker 
had  the  honour  to  toe  President,  which  had  more  than  justified 
its  service  in  that  respect,  by  continuous  good,  inspiring  and 
edifying  work  over  the  long  period  of  forty  years. — Mr.  Daviij 
GiLMorR,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  BrifiBh 
Branch,  in  mewing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr,  Adamson,  said  it 
was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  ceme  to  their  opening  meeting, 
not  only  offioially  as  representing  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
but  because  of  his  own  personal  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
.Association.  He  admired  the  courage  and  frankness  which 
characterised  the  high-toned  address  to  which  they  had  listened, 
and  he  could  not  do  better  than  suggest  to  them  the  desirable- 
ness of  following  such  excellent,  advice.  The  following  paper 
was  then  read  on 

PHABMACY   of  T0-D.4T, 

by  Miss  Margabf.t  Ge.a.nt  Boag.  The  authoress  described 
phamnaes-  to-dav.  whether  in  dispensing  or  the  sale  of  pro- 
prietaries and  sundries,  as  anything  but  a  money-making  buai- 
ness  Side-lines  wliich  were  first  systematically  exploited  by 
the  "store  cheinists."  had  come  to  stay.      The  public  now 


2j)8  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.      LDecember  1,  1917. 


deinauded  quick  and  efficient  sei-vice,  hence  the  need  for 
thorough  training  in  business  methods  and  salesmanship. 
Owing  to  tJio  transfer  of  manufacturing  procesees  to  the  labora- 
tory of  the  wholesaler,  the  iphianmswast  was  bound  to  become 
moix>  and  more  of  a  distributor.  In  Scotland,  Insurance  dis- 
pensing had  almost  ruinously  reduced  the  pharmaciet's  -profits 
on  drugs,  though  in  England  it  had  restored  his  true  profession 
to  many  a  pharmacist.  To  secure  better  conditions  «11  round, 
pbarmiacists  must  choose  strong  leaders,  modernise  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  by  returning  to  the  Council  a  decisive  miajo- 
rity  of  young  men  of  progressive  ideas,  in  place  of  the  present 
Council,  which  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  members  who 
belonged  to  the  pi-ehistoric  period  w-hen  company  phairn'Ocy 
and  other  hostile  foi-ces  were  only  in  their  infancy.  The  Society 
ought  also  to  be  enlarged  by  the  institution  of  a  trade  union 
dejjartment  to  keep  down  company  pharmacy  by  making  indi- 
vidual pharmacists  pay  better  wages.  Company  pharmacy, 
which  was  ^progressive  and  enteqirising  on  many  lines,  Jiad 
develojjed  so  much  in  the  last  decade  that  it  could  not  be 
ignored.  The  best  that  could  be  done  was  to  secure  that  the 
individual  pharmacist  w^as  so  trained  as  to  equip  him  to  nold 
his  own  ;igaiiist  all  comers.  They  had  to  renieinlber  and  take 
to  heart  the  solemn  refleotion  that  in  the  keeping  of  the  appren- 
tice and  assistant  of  to-day  laj'  the  possibilities  of  the  destinies 
of  the  pharmacy  of  the  future. — iThe  interesting  discussion 
which  followed  iwas  taken  part  in  by  Messrs.  W.  W.  Brown, 
Lemmoii,  Kelly,  Stout.  Tainsh,  Gilmour.  Tait,  and  Nightingale. 
—The  Ch.\ie5Ian  conveyed  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  Miss 
Boag,  who  replied. 


ESSEX  COUNTY.— A  coniniittee  meeting'  of. the  County  of 
Essex  Association  of  Phai-macigts  was  held  on  November  22,  Mr. 
T.  Engi»and  in  the  chair.  After  the  routine  business  it  was 
decided  that  the  Secretai-y  approaclh  three  firms  in  respect  to 
■fcheir  unsatisfactory  terms  of  profit,  and  jiresciit  a.  rej^ort  at 
the  next  meeting.  The  position  of  an  employe^'  towards  his 
staff  in  the  event  of  injury  wliilst  at  work,  through  air  raids,  and 
■h^  liability  to  provide  compensation,  was  discussed.  It  was 
decided  to  urfje  cliemist'S  to  ascertain  for  themselves  their  exact 
position  under  such  circimistances  by  communicating  with  their 
own  insurance  company  who  covered  t'licni  against  risks. 


HALIFAX. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Halifax  and  District 
Chemists'  Association,  held'  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  on  Novem- 
ber 19.  with  the  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  Taylor)  in  the  chair,  the 
terms  of  the  Insurance  Tariff  for  1918  were  considered,  and, 
after  considerable  discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  advise  the  Panel 
chemists  of  the  area  to  continue  service  lor  1918.  Circular 
Letter  P.S.  46  was  read  to  tftie  meeting,  and  the  contents  of 
the  "  War  Emergency  Formulary  "  fully  explained. — Mr.  Percy 
Swire,  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  eiiHvened 
the  proceedings  by  relating  his  experiences  at  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Conference  at  Sheffield  and  at  the  Joint  Conference  in 
London,  and  fully  explained  the  business  transacted  at  these 
meetings. — A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Swire  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  guarded  the  interests  of  his 
own  Association. 


LANCASTER. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Jiancastcr  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmacists'  A.ssociation  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel. 
Morecambe,  on  November  21.  Mr.  F.  N.  Whitehead,  President, 
in  the  chair. — The  President  gave  an  excellent  account  of  the 
work  done  at  Preston  regarding  Insurance  matters  by  the  County 
Pliarmaceutic;)l  Committee,  upon  which  he  .serves.  The  Order 
referring  to  t.he  restricted  sale  of  diachylon  having  been  referred 
to,  the  Secretary  next  dealt  with  the  question  of  the  increasing 
wholesale  prices  of  proprietaries.  It  was  .strongly  felt  that  it 
was  time  a  stand  was  taken  against  acting  as  agents  for  pro- 
prietors of  patent  medicines  who  were  unwilling  to  concede 
sufficient  profit  for  handling  their  goods.  It  was  resolved  that 
the  Lancashire  Federation  of  Pharmacists'  Associations  be, 
requested  to  take  action  in  the  matter.  The  resignation  of  Mr. 
W.  Gorst  as  Ti-easurer  was  announced,  he  having  removed  from 
the  district,  and  Mr.  A.  Bate,  chemist.  Murkct  Street.  Lan- 
caster, who  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Gorst,  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy.    Mr.  W.  J.  Lund  was  elected  a  mem'ber. 


LIVERPOOL. — A  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt  Street,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  November  21. — The  President,  Mr. 
William  P.  Evans,  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  B.  Walton, 
Robson  Street,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. — The 
Vice-President.  Mr.  W.  H.  Ciubb,  felicitously  referred  to  the 
President's   approaching  marriage,   and   proposed   "  That  the 


heartiest  congratulations  of  this  meeting  be  ofl'ered  to  our  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  William  P.  Evans,  on  his  approaching  marriage." — 
This  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Stmes,  and  carried  witlh  acclamation, 
Mr.  Evans  suiitably  responding. — Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sahoeant, 
of  Leeds,  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  then  delivered 
an  address  on 

• 

Pharmaceutioal  Reoonsthuotion. 
Mr.  Sargeant,  whase  address  was  characterised  by  its  broad 
and  practical  outlook  on  the  future  of  pharmacy,  remarked  that 
in  considering  the  question  of  Pliarmaceutical  Reconstruction 
it  would  be  as  well  to  concentrate  their  attention  on  the  position 
which  the  pharmacist  occupied  at  the  present  time — not  only 
the  position  as  demanded  by  the  Statute,  but  also  his  position 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  opposition  he  has  to  encounter. 
No  business  was  bo  prescribed  by  statute  as  that  of  the 
chemist  and  dinigg:isit.  The  pharmaoiet  mu.st  have  a  fairly 
intimate  kaiowledge,  with  the  reigulations  and  schedules 
attached.  of  the  provisions  of  the  Arsenic,  National 
Health  Insurance,  Venereal  Disease,  and  many  other  Acts, 
and  also,  at  the  present  time,  of  a  number  of  complicated 
Orders  and  Regulations  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm 
Act.  In  any  .scheme  of  reoon.struction  certain  essentials 
must  be  laid  down,  viz. : — (1)  The  pharmaceutical  stutlent 
must  have  the  facilities  to  be  properly  trained ;  (2)  that  the 
remuneration  shall  be  commensurate  with  such  training ;  and 
(3)  that  they  shall  be  protected  efficiently  against  those  who 
have  no  training,  or  whose  training  is  inferior  and  inadequate. 
Cormnenting  on  current  criticism  of  the  Preliminary 
Examination,  Mr.  Sargeant  avowed  that  he  -spoke  with  mixed 
feelings  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  at  present  the  standard 
is  hi^h  enough.  He  would  like  to  see  more  stringent  require- 
ments on  the  general  culture  .^idc.  but  the  conditions  were  such 
that  the  gate  must  not  be  made  too  narrow.  Apprenticeship  in 
the  traditional  sense  had  vani.-fhed.  In  the  future,  the  pupil 
must  acquire  the  art  of  dispensing  concurrently  with  a  course  of 
elementary  science  at  a  secondary  stjhool,  but  the  preparation 
of  galenicals  must  be  resem  ed  for  the  tutorial  laboratory  later, 
and  the  Preliminary  must  be  passed  before  entering  an  appren- 
ticeship. There  were  so  many  objections  to  an  Assistant's 
qualification,  especially  the  danger  of  the  creation  of  a  class 
of  semi-qualified  persons,  that  it  was  wiser  to  droj)  that  pro- 
posal. While  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  pre.ssing  need  to 
extend  the  present  syllabus  for  the  qualifying  examination,  a 
well-defined  curriculum  must  be  adopted,  of  suoh  a  scope  as  to 
co-ordinate  it  with  the  rapidly  evolving  national  system 
of  teohnioal  education.  Tlie  time  was  approaobijiig  when 
all  the  Universities  would,  have  pharmaceutioal  depart- 
ments, and  this  would  mean  the  extinction  of  extra-munai 
schools.  He  also  hoped  to  see  more  attention  given  to  training 
and  less  to  the  arbitrament  of  examinations,  and  was  strongly 
in_  favour  of  the  aibolition  of  the  misleading  epithet 
"Minor"  for  the  qualifying  examination.  With  reference  to 
the  growng  movement  for  the  setting  up  of  a  Ministry  of 
Health,  if  this  came  to  pass  it  would  entail  a  readjustment  of 
the  relationship  of  medicine  to  pharmacy,  especially  as  to  the 
entire  separation  of  dispensing  from  prescribing,  and  vice  versa. 
These  and  like  considerations  formed  the  basis  of  the  aggressive 
side  of  the  campaign  for  the  recoiLstruotion  of  pharmacy.  On 
the  protective  or  defensive  side  piharmacists  must  observe  more 
strictly  than  ever  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and  the 
other  forms  of  legislative  and  profes.siona]  obligation  to  which 
-they  were  stibject,  agitating  at  the  same  time  for  the  extension 
to  wholesalers  of  the  restrictions  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  and 
for  the  prcvhibition  of  the  retailing  of  poisons  by  unqualified 
vendors.  Referring  to  the  recent  emergence  of  a  movement  for 
the  redefinition  of  the  title  "chemist,"  so  that  it  may  be  con- 
fined exclu.sively  to  technical  chemists.  Mr.  Sargeant  declared 
that  under  no  circuni.stances  could  pharmacists  allow  the  title 
to  pas.s  from  th<'m.  In  order  to  cope  with  these  problems  of 
reconstruction  they  must  have  a  comprehensive  and  consolidated 
organisation,  and  this  they  could  have  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  provided  it  was  made  all-embriiciiig  and  its  machinery 
was  adapted  to  new  conditions.  As  regards  so-called  trade 
matters,  the  Society  oouild  dfeal  with  all  questions  directly  affect- 
ing the  bu^in<1ss  of  a  pharmacist,  but  there  were  commodities 
also  handle  by  other  trades,  and  the  price-regulation  of  these 
could  best  be  looked  after  by  a  separate  organisation  of  those 
immediately  concerned.  .Adverting  to  the  work  of  the  Society's 
officers  directed  by  the  Council,  Mr.  Sargeant  gave  some  accoiint 
of  the  subsitantial  practical  senice,  in  <lifFerent  forms,  daily 
rendore<l  by  the  staff  to  tlie  man  behind  the  counter  and  bv  th& 
prompt  dissemirkation  of  authoritative  information  and  guidance 
through  TItP  Pharmaccutieal  .Tournal,  which,  by  givinsr  con- 
sidei-ed  interpretations  of  Regulations,  safeguarded  the  pharma- 
cist.   It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  Journal  was  primarily 
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and  essentially  an  oflBcial  organ,  ajid  under  present  conditions 
jK)  pharmacist  could  afford  to  ignore  with  impunity  the  advice 
given  in  it.  The  work  of  reoonstruotion  must  be  undertaken 
Jargoly  by  the  Council,  but  it  would  avail  little  if  effective  sup- 
port and  co-opei'atioii  were  not  forthcoming  from  liocal  Asso- 
ciations and  the  rank  and  file.  Rational,  dispassionate  criticism 
was  a  healthy  and  helpful  activity,  but  they  must  all  deprecate 
splenetic  and  personal  censoriousness.  of  which  they  had  had 
too  much  lately.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Sargeant,  in  appreciatively 
♦cknowledging  the  iniJuential  part  that  the  Liverpool  Association 
had  always  taken  in  phai-maceutiioal  politics  and  as  an  auxiliary 
of  rlie  Society,  ako  made  sipecial  reference  to  the  bountiful 
support  given  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  by  the  Association. — An 
interesting  discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  McKinlay.  Dr. 
Symes,  Messrs.  Wallbridge,  L.  Moreton  Parry.  W.  H.  Clubb, 
and  D.  H.  Evans  took  part. — Mr.  McKi-\"i,ay  emphasised  the 
imporTanec  of  remembering  that  the  salvation  of  jiharmacy  lay 
■with  the  individual — the  personal  equation  was  the  factor  which 
told  in  the  long  run  in  the  success  or  non-success  of  the  phar- 
macist.— ^The  Pbe.sidext,  in  a  speech  complimenting  Mr.  Sar- 
geant on  his  magnificent  address,  assured  him  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  Liverpool  Association  to  the  Society,  and  of  the  support  of 
the  members  to  himself  personally,  when  the  time  would  come 
for  him  to  seek  re-election  to  fhe  Council. — On  the  proposal  of 
Mr.  McKrs'LiT,  seconded  by  Dr.  Stme.?  and  supported  by  other 
members,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Sargeant 
for  his  address,  the  proceedings  tenninating  after  Mr.  Sargeant 
tad  replied. 


LONDON  COUNTY.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
•inittee  of  the  London  County  Pharmaceutical  Association  was 
'  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  November  20,  Mr.  A.  R. 
IHTTISH  (President)  in  the  ohair. — Apologies  for  absence  were 
i  _eived  from  Messrs.  Skinner,  Keall,  and  Jenkin. — A  report 
by  the  Seceetary  on  the  subject  of  the  B.P.C.  Addendum  was 
formally  received. — Owing  to  his  numerous  engagements,  Mr. 
Jexkin  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the^  Trade  and 
Organisation  Sub-Committees. — Several  members  of '  the  Com- 
^mittee  sjxyke  of  the  activities  of  Mr.  Jenkin  on  the  Sul>Com- 
jnittees,  for  which  the  Committee's  thanks  were  accorded  to 
Ihim.    It  was  the  desire   of  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Jenkin 
should,  at  least,  continue  as  a  member  of  the  Organisation  Sub- 
"Comftiittee,  and  it?  was  decided  to  ask  him  to  reconsider  his 
decision. — Letters  were  received  from  the  North-Eastern.  South- 
Eastem,  Western,  and  Northern  Associations   regarding  the 
Surplus  Stock  List.' — The  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Insur- 
«nce  Sub-Committee  was  received  and  adopted,  on  the  motion 
of  the   Chairman,   Mr.   G.   "VT.  Hatfield.— Tha  Secretary's 
report  of  the  annual  meeting,  held  on  November  1  last,  was 
formally  received  and  adopted. — The  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  Organisation  Sub-Committee  was  moved  by  the  Ch.airman, 
""    A.  R.  Keith.  The  Sub-Committee  recommended  (a)  The  fol- 
ng  subject  for  simultaneous  discussion  by  the  District  Asso- 
;ons  for  the  month  of  December,  1917:  "B.P.C.  Addendum — 
(War  Emergency  Formulary)."    (6)  That  as  agreement  had  been 
arrived  ai,  by  the  Western,  South-Westem,  and  Northern  Asso- 
<-     "ons  fc.r  the  quarterly  issue  of  a  Surplus  Stock  List,  the  matter 
ow  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Trade  Sul>Committee  to  carry 
effect. — Considerable  discussion   arosr>   out   of   the  sug- 
^d  subject  for  December  and  the  difficulties  arising  out  of 
-hortage  rf  sugar  and  glycerin.    It  was  aftenvards  decided 
>mmunicate  with  the  Local  Associations  Executive,  asking 
1  to  obtain  a  ruling  from  the  proper  authorities  concerning 
respon.sibilities    of    pharmaci.sts    under   the  Merchandise 
M  .rk.^  Act  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  the  supply  of  glycerin 
a'  I  sugar  substitutes.    The  report  was  then  adopte<l. — The  report 
■he  Trade  Sub-Committee  was,  after  some  discussion,  received 
adopted. — The  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee.  Mr.  J. 
'e,  gave  further  information  on  the  various  items. — A  reso- 
n  from  the  Soutli-Eastem  Association  concerning  window 
-ij  terms  was  dealt  with  under  this  renort. — Mr.    C.  A. 
le  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Trade  Sub-C«mmittee  in 
■  of  Mr.  A.  H.  .Jenkin  (resigned). 


:  \NCHESTER.  -The    >ranchester    Chemists'  Assistants' 
'iatif>n  held  a  whist  tournament  on  Novomber  21  at  tlie 
rm.  Cafe,  whfri  more  than  eighty  ladies  and  gentlemen  were 
nt,  includintr  Mr.  B<-I1.   Pre<(ident.  and  "Sir.  Miller,  Sec- 
i-y  of  the  Manchester   Pharmacenitic-al    .\ssooiation.  The 
were  award^-d  a.i  follows: — First,  Mi.ss  Sombuitts  (tea 
^•e) :    Mr.   Walker  (military  hair-brii?hes).     Second,  Mrs. 
ibiwuit  barrel)  :  Musician  TTalse,  R.M.L.I.  (hall-.stand. 
bniihcs).     Third.    Mrs.    Roberts  (fruit  bowl);    Pte.  B. 
i-ts,  R.A.yj.C  (safety  razor).    Special  prizes,  Mr.s.  Livcsey 
1  sachet);  Afr.  Livesoy  (brush  and  comb  in  case). 


MONMCUTHSHIRE.— At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mon- 
munt)lisiliire  Coimty  Pharmaoeutioal  Association,  held  at  fciio 
Shiiftes/bury  Hotel,  Newport,  on  November  15,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Dix  for  his  services  in  the  past  year. 
Ilie  members  present  much  rcgrott«d  h©  was  unable  to  con- 
tinue in  office  for  the  ensuing  year.  New  office-beH  rers  ap|K>intc<l 
were: — President,  Mr.  F.  Clarke,  Bedvvas;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr. 
H.  0.  Thomas,  Atoersychan,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Evans,  Cwmfelin- 
fach;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Sumption,  Blackwood;  Secretary,  Mr. 
B.  Thomas,  Cwmbran.  The  statement  of  accounts  was  passed, 
showing  a  balance  in  hand,  and  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to 
forward  one  guinea  each  to  tlie  Benevolent  Fund  and  the  Mon- 
mouthshire Prisoners  of  War  Fund.  The  National  Health  In- 
surance (Jommissioners'  offer  was  discussed,  members  deciding 
to  follow  the  L.A.  Executive  Committee's  recommendation  to 
accept  service  for  1918 ;  and  the  Secretary  w  as  directed  to  advise 
all  pharm.acists  to  remain  on  the  panel.  It  was  decided  to  in- 
crease the  Association  subscription  to  7s.  6d.  per  annum,  the 
Association  to  be  then  responsible  for  the  2s.  6d.  levy  of  the 
South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Federated  Associations. 


NORTH-EAST  LANCASHIRE.— A  meeting  of  the  NorHi- 
Eiist  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  November  22, 
IMr.  R.  Lord  Gifford.  J.P.,  in  the  chair.  .After  discussing  the 
Tariff  proposals  for  1918,  it  was  decided  to  take  the  advice  of  the 
Local  Associations  Executive  Committee  and  go  on  the  panel 
again  for  another  year. — Mr.  Gifford,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  deprecated  the  introduction  into  the  affairs  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  personal  feeling  and  aims  of 
individual  members.  The  work  of  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive, for  instance,  was  ignorantly  -attacked  and  its  policy  con- 
demned, apparently  for  no  other  reason  tihan  that  the  critics 
were  not  on  the  "Committee.  He  contended  that  the  Local^ 
Associations  Executive  was  the  success  of  recent  years.  It  had* 
worked  well  and  smoothly,  was  well  balanced,  and  had 
'been  carried  on  with  efficiency,  yet,  if  mere  olaanour  wei'e 
to  have  its  wav,  it  must  be  sciapiped  because  of  ignorant 
criticism.  Surelv  this  was  folly  inin  riot.  It  seemed 
to  him  about  time  that  this  egregious  egotism,  w'hioh 
interfered  so  much  with  the  Society's  work,  was  i^ut 
in  its  proper  ;place  and  treated  with  contempt.  This  was  no 
time  to  indulge  in  personal  rivalries.  Everything  ought  to  be 
ifor  the  State  and  not  for  self.  They  all  recognised  the 
good  work  carried  out  by  their  officials,  bur  perhaps  they  did 
not  sufficiently  realise  that  this  labour  redounded  to  the  present 
and,  especially,  the  future  credit  of  the  craft.  His  personal  view 
was  that  the  work  now  being  so  unostentaitiously  done  by 
the  Phamnacoutioal  Sooietv  for  the  Government  atid  the 
war  would  be  the  most  fi-uitfnl  thiat  had  ever  been 
aocompHshed  for  phairmajoy.  Why  should  these  stiggestions 
and  iimuendoea  be  'indulge<l  in  when  their  officers  were  tied 
up  with  %pcc\n]  work  and  unable  to  reply? 


SHEFFIELD.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society,  held  on  November  22,  in  the  Philosophical 
Society's  room,  with  Mr.  A.  H.  Ctjlverhottse  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
W.  L.' CuRRlE  gave  an  address  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Topics."— 
The  President,  in  his  intraductory  remarks,  gave  a  brief  out- 
line of  Mr.  Chirrie's  many  activities,  mentioning  that  he  was 
a  golfer  and  keen  bowler,  ^vhich  appealed  to  the  sporting  instincts 
of  his  Yorkshire  audience.— Mr.  Currie  said  he  greatly  desired 
to  see  a  more  complete  organisation,  and  the  parent  society 
was  determined  to  adopt  the  very  best  means  to  obtain  the 
best  organisation  of  the  Society.  In  his  opinion  the  appomt- 
ment  of  Di\'.sional  Secretaries  under  the  aegis  of  the  Society- 
would  lead  to  solidarity  and  an  increase  of  membership  through 
the  persuasion  exercised  by  these  men.  He  instanced  how 
when  he  took  over  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Glasgow  Association 
he  had  by  going  out  to  see  men  in  their  own  busme-sses 
doubled  the  membership  of  his  Association.  Referring  to  the 
terms  of  the  charter  and  the  ability  of  the  Council  to  deal  with 
trade  matters,  Mr.  Currie  said  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  not  a  trade  union  in  support  of  trade  interests,  and  such 
an  intei-pretation  could  not  be  read  into  the  Cliarter.  The  work 
of  the  Society  was  educational,  regulation,  examining,  the  con- 
trol of  the  sale  of  poisons,  administration  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations affectino-  pharmacy,  benevolence,  and  professional 
interests  generally.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  military 
service  Mr.  Currie  said  he  failed  to  see  any  reason  why  phar- 
macists should  be  dealt  with  any  differently  from  other  profes- 
sional men.  Touching  on  territorial  representation,  the  speaker 
said  the  Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  was  representative 
of  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  tactics  of  certain  London  men. 
at  the  last  election  w«r©  strongly  to  be  deprecated ;  ho  considered 
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■ujji  m«n  were  not -loyal;  it  wa.b  not  fair  play.  The  title 
Ohaiiuteit  was  boin.^  disDuted,  but  the  Council'  would  stand  no 
tii'iapcriMg  with  this  title;  the  legal  position  wa«  clearly  defined, 
aiirt  there  wx>uld  be  no  difiicuHy  in  substantiating  their  cla.ini. 
l>ealing  with  the  curriculoum  a.iid  the  titlo  of  the  examiiijation, 
the  title  "iMinor"  Examination  was  very  misleading  bo  the 
public,  and  a  very  bad  name  to  be  giveii  to  it.  Mr.  Ourrie 
BUg«;eBted  that  the  titlo  "  Minor  "  Examination  be  revised 
to  Qualifying  Examination.  He  would  make  a  passing  allusion 
to  a  ne«-  body,  known  as  the  Progressive  Pharmacy  Club.  He 
himself  could  not  become  a  m<?mfcer,  aocording  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  rules  of  the  club,  and,  speaking  advisedly,  he  considered 
the  members  of  this  body  were  working  to  disintegrate,  and 
mig'ht  ultimately  iiuin,  the  Society.  'He  .said  they  were  not 
honest,  nor  fair  in  their  unetJiocls  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ciirric 
congratulated  the  (Sheffield  Society  on  its  flourishing  condition, 
and  said  they  had  an  organisation  of  which  they  might  well  bo 
proud.— At  the  close  of  the  address  the  President  gave  oxpres- 
Bioji  to  the  appreciation  of  the  meeting.  An  animated  discussion 
then  took  place,  in  wihioh  Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson,  John,  Austen, 
Hanning,  J.  T.  Appleton,  and  (Bown  took  active  parts.— Mr. 
AntCLIFI-e,  as  an  old  friend  and  colleague  in  Federation  work, 
expressed  special  pleasure  in  moving  a  resolution  of  appi-eciation 
to  Mr.  Currie  for  his  splendid  address,  and  as  showing  the  need 
for  the  recognition  and  utilisation  of  pharmacists  in  the  Army, 
be  referred  to  a  visit  he  liad  made  to  a  base  hospital,  comprising 
5,000  beds,  where  there  were  five  dispensaries,  in  charge  of  a 
lady  with  an  Apothecaries'  Hall  c|uaIification,  and  with  two 
Minor"  men  acting  as  orderlies. ^Mr.  B.  T.  Burdekin  was 
elected  a  member,  and  Miss  Louie  Antcliffe  aii  Associate— Miss 
Antcliffe  is  the  firist  lady  apprentice  elected  an  Aseociate,  and 
la  a  daughter  of  the  esteemed  Tn^nsurer  of  the  Association. 


SpUTHEND-ON.SE\,-Th,.  Inst  meeting  of  the  winter 
Msaion  of  the  Southoml-on-Sea  Ph.innacists'  Associaition  was 
held  at  167,  High  Street,  on  Novomber  22,  when  Mr.  S.  F. 
Body  presided  over  a  fair  attendance  of  membera.— The  minutes 
of  tihe  previous  meeiting  were  read  And  confirmed.— The  Chair- 
man read  the  report  of  the  Local  Assooiataons  Executive  Com- 
mittee on  the  Tariff  negotiations  for  1918  service,  and  com- 
pared fully  the  terms  requested  by  the  Executive  with  those 
offered  by  the  Commissioners.— After  discussion  of  different 
points  arising,  the  Chaiejian  proposed  the  adoption  of  tlie 
report.— This  was  seconded  hy  Mr.  W.  T.  Hill  and  carried. 


SOUTH-WESTERN.— At  a  meeting  of  the  South-Wtstern 
pharmacists'  Association,  held  on  November  20,  with  Mr.  Gor 
{Preaident)  in  the  chair,  Miss  Agnes  Boreowiian,  Ph.C,  read 
a  paper  on  "  The  Need  of  a  Business  Training  for  Pharmacists." 
In  opening  the  sulbject  Miss  Borrowman  submitted  tliat  the 
crux  of  the  situation  consisted  in  the  inability  of  pharmacists  to 
decide  for  themselves  whether  they  belonged  to  a  profession 
or  a  business,  and,  consequently,  they  had  fallen  between  two 
stools.  The  pharmacist  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  hybrid,  with  a 
smattering  of  training  l>oth  in  science  and  business,  and  the 
problem  w^s  how  to  convert  him  into  a  thoroughbred.  One 
pre-requisite  for  this  transmutation  was  a  thorough  business 
training  to  enable  the  student  to  make  up  his  mind  once  for 
all  as  to  the  nature  of  his  special  aptitude  for  business  or  for 
science,  and  to  proceed  accordingly  with  his  further  education. 
If  'oy  some  means  a  groundwork  of  modern  business  knowledge 
could  be  given  to  the  young  pliarmacist  starting  business,  he 
would  undeastand  exactly  ^vha,t  he  was  making  for,  and  how  to 
reach  it,  and,  as  a  result  of  his  initiation  into  the  princir.ks 
and  methods  of  -business,  he  would  cultivate  business  con  amore, 
and  with  intelligence.  Under  present  conditions  the  average 
pharmacist  did  not  think  or  act  in  terms  that  spell  success.  On 
the  contrarj-,  he  thought  in  pence,  or  in  fractions  of  them, 
and  this  narrowness  of  routine  and  outlook  reacted  on  his 
psychology,  and  confined  him  to  the  reahn  of  the  'nfinitely 
little.  What  was  required  was  to  fire  the  young  pharmacist  with 
enthusiasm  for  his  oalling,  and  to  do  away  once  for  -all  with 
the  drifting  policy  of  muddling  along  that  was  carrying  phar- 
macy so  far  out  of  its  course.  The  .scientific  side  of  the  question 
wore  an  entirely  different  conlplexion,  with  which  the  speaker 
felt  entirely  unable  to  deal.  Ip  i)harmacy  to-day  there  was  little 
or  no  appeal  to  the  purely  scientific  mind.  Probably  an  exte'nded 
or  entirely  new  Major  Examination  framed  to  cover  modern 
scientific  requirements  appropriate  or  allied  to  pharmacy,  would 
meet  the  case.  'The  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  seemed  to 
be,  business  training  for  the  class  to  whom  business  appealed,  and 
a  suitable  scientific  qualification  for  the  class  with  a  predilec- 
tion and  talent  for  scientific  culture  and  technique.  It  was  only 
along  these  lines  that  there  was  any  prospect  of  raising  the  coming 


genf-r-itiou  of  pharinacists  above  tJie  present-day  level,  and  od 
delivering  them  from  the  possibility  of  being  written  down  M 
nonentities.— Miss  Buciianan  followed  with  an  equally  foroihb 
address  upon  training  the  j-outli  from  appienticeship  up. 
She  said  the  whole  of  tlic  business  man'.s  success  is  based  upon 
strongth  of  imagination,  that  one  should  dix-am  of  things  that 
migiit  come  to  pass,  and,  basing  one's  actions  on  those  dreams, 
tilings  'wooiid  assuredly  happen.— Mrs.  Ihvini;  then  gave  "  faot» 
and  figures  "  in  explanation  of  matters  unost  intoresing  to  her 
heaiK-rs.  By  -general  consent,  the  meeting  was  voted  the  be* 
in  the  annals  of  the  Association. 


"  SCRIPT  "  SPORTS  CLUB.— A  laiigoly  attended  meeting 
for  the  presentation  of  the  trophies  awarded  in  the  bowling  coin^ 
-petition  under  the  a-usipices  of  the  club  in  1917,  was  held  on 
November  22  in  the  Amndel  Hotel,  Thames  Embankment.  Mr.  J. 
Hearle,  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  clubj  in  introducing  Mr.  Nathan, 
niaii-affiiiig  director  of  Glaxo,  -Limiited,  who  had  kindly  oan- 
seuted  to  distribute  tlie  prizes,  gave  an  account  of  ithc  origin, 
objects  and  organisation  of  the  club,  and  of  the  record  of  its 
shooting  and  bowling  eeotions,  with  special  reference  to  the 
1917  season's  bowling  matches  and  results,  whicli,  ho  reported, 
were  in  advance  of  previous  y©a«,  inasmuch  as,  for  the  first 
time,  all  the  District  Associaltions  had  entered  both  for  the 
individual  and  team  competitions,  and  the  playing,  even  of 
comparative  beginneiis,  was  keen  and  creditable.  Mr.  Hearle, 
in  conclusion,  read  the  text  of  the  rules  of  the  competition,  etc., 
for  the  "  Glaxo  "  cup,  a  very  handsome  trophy,  presented  to 
the  club  by  the  kpndness  of  Messrs.  Glaxo,  Lunited,  and 
called  upon  Mr.  Nathan,  who  distriba-ted  the  prizes  as  follows: 
—Pair  of  bowls  to  the  winner  of  the  Singles,  presented  bj 
-Mr.  H.  Skiriner,  editor  of  the  Script.  Mr.  A\.  B  Dow 
(Noi-bhei'ii)  :  cigarette-ca.so  to  the  runner-up,  presented  by 
iDuncan,  FlocMia.Tt  and  Ck>..  Mr.  J.  MoInncs  (WesttM-n)  :  rose- 
bowl  to  tlie  ahampiou  in  the  Eas-t-ern  District.  Mr.  A.  1.  btyleof 
"Glaxo"  Challenge  Cup,  to  the  winners  of  the  Inter-Associa- 
tion  Coiupe-tition,  North  Tendon  Phai-ma-oists'  Association, 
who  in  th'c  fii-st  year  of  the  cup  have  -the  proud  distinction  of 
being  the  first  to  carrv  at  off.  All  the  winnei-s  having,  in  the 
ha,ppie?t  tei-ms,  made  suitable  acknowledgment  of  the  re.spec- 
tive  presentations,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Skinnek,  an  enthuK- 
-asfcic  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Nathan  for  the  fvi'-ndlT 
offices  of  his  firm  and  himself  in  conneotioi»  with  the  club  and 
the  -occasion.  During  tlie  -evening  an  exceptionally  excellent  and 
eniovable  entertainment  of  vocal  and  instvumental  music  and 
readings  was  provided  %  Mrs.  B.-ckmth,.  the  Misses  Wateoi 
and  Widgerv,  and  Messrs.  Beckw.t-h,  Bowie,  Hamilton.  Keith 
and  Widgery,  while  Mr.  Clapham  macle  almost  efficient  pianist 
The  arrangements  were  made  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Mumford,  to  whom 
much  of  the  credit  for  a  highly  successful  evemng  was  ciu--. 

WEST  HAM.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  West  Ham.  East 
Ham.  and  Metropolitan  Essex  District  Asso(;iat-ion  of  Phar- 
ma<=ists  was  held  on  November  22  at  tlie  P.-ogressije  Pharmacy 
Club,  the  President  in  the  chair. -The  Secretanj  was  in- 
structed to  forward  the  following  resolution  to  Mr.  Wool^ 
c<,ck— "That  this  Association  begs  to  refer  the  Council  to  » 
resolution  sent  on  December  14,  1916.  to  the  Council  by  the 
Association,  and  urges  the  Council  to  Cl^eate  %  f 
qualification  by  examination  .so  that  only  successful  can  date, 
should  be  allowed  to  term  themselv.^  ba<  tcnologist.=.  >  <"tner, 
to  have  the  phai-macists'  Qualifying  Examination  so  n.-Tanged 
Sa  if  mav  be  taken  in  stages."-Mr.  KiRKP.ATRirK  referred 
to  the  editorial  footnote  in  The  Pl,armacru,,cal  Jo.rr^al 
attached  to  the  report-  of  the  Ia,-t  meetang. 
true  TOsition  relating  to  establishments  on  the  East  Su^ex 
a^d  We^t  Ham  panels  was  as  follows  :-East  Sussex  had  n  nety- 
?6vcn  nharmaci-'?.  of  which  seventeen  were  branches  und^ 
r  ualifi^l  mana-gen..nt.  leaving  the  actua  '--^'irthTrmrcies 
the  panel  list  at  eigthty ;  West  Ham  had  fiftv-four  Phf^^^'*?- 
of  which  ten  were  branches  under  ^"'•^f  f  '"^"^^tT^  ' 
leaving  the  actual  number  of  names  on  panel  li>t  at  f«' tv-f""^- 
He  claimed  -that  these  areas  select-ed  for  the  P?';!:"^^/:^  Tg'^P^;;- 
son  in  T/ir  Pharmaceutical  .Tnurmtl  article  of  October  15  were 
not  truly  representative  of  the  voting  powers  ^"'^"'^ , 
the  present  scheme  of  orfranisat  on  when  applied  to  the  uliole 
of  tlio  con.stituencies  of  England  and  Wale*.  Mr.  TT.rknatnck 
further  Stated  that  in  his  opinion  members  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  onlv  should  have  ixjwer  to  send  delegates  to  oon- 
ferencp=  and  that  the  voting  strength  of  such  del'-erates  should 
be  based  -upon  the  number  of  m<-mhers  of  the  Society  contained 
in  the  area  represented.  Mr.  Kirkoatnck  felt  t  ..-vt  the  Abso- 
ciation  .should  place  on  record  it.s  .ipprec;a-t.i-r.n  of  ^Mr.  \\l<>»^« 
sei-vice.^  in -defence  of  the  title  "chemist,"  and  moved  the 
followins  re.wlution:— "That  this  Association  xlisires  to  place 
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OH  i-iicoid  iis  appreoia/fcioii  of  the  valaable  services  rendered  by 
Edmund  White,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pharmaoeutical  Society, 
in  upholding  the  right  of  pharmaoists  to  tlie  title  "  chemist  "  nt 
the  conference  with  membei-s  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of 
Ohemistry  and  at  the  conference  recently  held  in  Manchester." 
— This  waa  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  N.  Lloyd,  and  after  apprecia- 
tire  rem&rks  by  several  members  present  vvaj^  carried  unani- 
mously, and  a  copy  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Whitp. 

WESTERN  (OF  LONDON).— A  meeting  of  pharmaoists  in 
ihe  bocoagh  of  Fulham  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Western  Pharmacists'  Association  at  St.  Jolhn's  School,  Dawes 
Ro«m1,  Walham  Green,  on  November  20,  at  8.50  p.m.,  Mr. 
W.  E.  D.  Shibtliff,  President,  in  the  chair. — Mr.  W.  Wilkin- 
son reported  on  the  successful  woi-king  of  the  rota  for  dispensing 
serrioe  on  early-closing  days,  and  submitted  a  sdheme  which 
would  allow  each  pharmacist  to  have  three  half-days  free  every 
four  weeks.  After  discussion  it  was  decid'ed  to  put  the  scheme 
into  practice  from  April  1  next.  The  new  terms  for  National 
Health  Insurance  dispensing  were  lucidly  explained  by  Mr.  A.  R. 
Melhtjish  flipd  discussed  by  the  meeting.  Matters  relating  to 
methylated  spirit,  cocaine,  and  opium  regulations,  venereal 
regulations,  and  surplus  stock  lists  were  also  discussed. 
Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  received  the  congratulations  of  the  meeting 
on  his  election  to  a  seat  on  the  Fulham  Borough  Council. 


UCAL  LODGE  OF  PH.\R^UC Y.  — The  annual  meeting 
waa  held  at  the  Arundel  Hotel  on  November  15.  After  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  presented  and  adopted,  Mr. 
O.  W.  Matthews,  Fortess  Road,  N.W.,  was  unanimously  elected 
President.  The  four  retiring  members  of  the  Committee  were 
re-elected.  The  business  aifterwards  comprised  the  report  of 
the  Ucal  Federation,  which  was  formed  in  September  last,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  nefw  title,  so  that  the  London  Ucal  Lodge 
will  be  known  in  future  as  Ucal  Federation,  London  Branch. 
Owing  to  increased  expenses,  the  subscription  has  been  raieod 
to  4s.  per  annum. 


GENERAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE  ACT:    THE  WITHDRAWAL  OF 
GLYCERIN.  AND  SUGAR-CONTAINING  PREPARATIONS 
FROM  THE  PHARMACOPCEIA. 

The  following  passages  on  the  a.bove  subjects  occur  in  the 
pr»:«idential  address  delivered  by  Sii-  Donald  MaoAlister  at  the 
oi>ening  of  the  session  of  the  General  Medical  Council  on 
X')Teniber  27  :  — 

The  Venereal  Disease  Act. 

The  Venereal  Disease  Act,  1917,  has  passed  into  law  since 
last  May,  and  is  now  oi^erative  in  some  forty  English  county 
and  borough  areas.  In  auch  areas  it  is  a  penal  offence  for  a^n 
unqualified  person  to  treat,  advise,  or  prescribe  for  patients  in 
relation  to  venereal  disease,  or  to  issue  public  advertisments  or 
announcements  of  his  practice.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Act 
will  speedily  come  into  force  throughout  the  country,  so  that 
the  destroying  plague  may  be  stayed,  and  its  victims  may  be 
protected  against  the  noxious  cupidity  of  charlatans.  The 
reforms  in  regard  to  other  quack  advertisements,  proposed  in 
thfj  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill,  1917,  have  not  yet  been- 
effocted  by  Parliament, 

Glycerin  and  Sugar:  The  Codex  Addendum. 

On  representations  from  the  Home  Office  regarding  the 
urgent  nooefisity  of  consen-ing  the  national  suppli^'s  of  glycerin 
and  augar,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Phtarmacopoeia  Committee 
to  exercise  the  powers  delegated  to  it  Iby  the  Council  at  the 
last  session.  After  careful  consideration,  it  appeared  that  the 
Government's  request  for  prompt  action  could  not  be  met 
oth  f^rwise  than  by  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  officiial  direc- 
tions for  the  preparation  of  certain  pharmacopoeial  compounds, 
containing  appreciable  amounts  of  glycerin  or  sugar.  Time 
was  not  allowed  to  the  Committee  to  devise  officially-sanctioned 
alternatives.  Practitioners  had  thus  to  be  left  free  to  prescribe, 
ii].-*t,ead  of  the  medicines  hithertx>  official,  any  substitutes  they 
Tdight  deiem  therapeutically  equivalent,  and  pharmacists  to 
a  I/ply  their  profes-sional  skill  in  suggesting  suitable  vehicles  and 
adjuvants  for  compounding  the.»e.  The  proper  notices  for  the 
»lU:ra.tion  in  this  sense  of  the  Briti.sh  Pharmacopoeia,  1914.  were 
accordingly  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Committee,  and  pub- 
lishwl  on  behalf  of  the  Council  in  the  Gazettes  of  London,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dublin,  in  July,  1917.  There  is  evidence  that  the 
st^js  taken  had  the  desired  effect  of  speeidily  reducing  the 
c/-<rrsumption  'A  glycerin  and  sugar  for  pharmaxjcutical  pur- 
poses. In  the  intercBt  of  general  uniformity  in  compounding 
preparations  no  longer  official,  the  Pharmaceutical   Socictv  of 


Great  Britain  has  this  month  issued,  for  the  use  of  prc-ici  ibcr« 
and  dispensers,  a  fornijulary  of  suitable  recipos  for  these  pre- 
parations. Further  experience  iiiiay  suggest  modifications  of  tiio 
formulae;  but  a  useful  purpose  is'served  by  their  publication 
at  the  present  time.  Meanwhile,  practitioners  will  sensibly 
assist  the  autiioritics  dn  (diiairgo  of  ouir  supiplics  if  biiey  refrain 
fiXMn  prescribing  glycerin  or  sugar  whenever  an  ajjproved  sub- 
stitute is  admissible  for  purposes  of  treatment. 


LOCAL   INSURANCE  NEWS. 


Birmingham. — Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  this  Conv.nitteo,  hold  on  Novem- 
ber 20,  it  was  reported  tliat  proscriptions  written  under  the 
extension  of  medical  benefit  to  invalided  soldiers  and  sailors 
would  be  upon  the  regular  Insurance  prescription  forms.  A 
deputation  was  formed  to  wait  upon  the  Insurance  and  Panel 
Committees,  and  to  decide  upon  the  action  to  be  taken  in 
reference  to  the  deleted  jVliairmacoipoeiat  preparations  of  sugar 
and  glycerin.  One  addition  to  the  panel  of  chemists  was  re- 
ported. 

London.— Insurance  Committee. 

At  tilie  monthly  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  London  Insur- 
ance Committee',  held  on  November  22,  at  the  County  HaU, 
Spring  GardenS;  on  the  ^  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Sub- 
committee, payments  to  the  amount  of  £16,498  Is.  lOd.  were 
directed  to  be  made.  These  included  £23  12s.  4d.  to  chemists 
for  1915,  and  £6,340  15s.  7d.  for  1917. 

Monmouthshire. — Insurance  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Monmouthshire  Insurance  Committee 
at  Newport  on  November  15,  it  was  suggested,  with  reference 
to  invalided  soldiers  and  sailors,  that  piayment  for  drugs  should 
be  made  at  a  flait  rate — so  much  upon  each  occasion  when 
drugs  are  supplied.  This  flat  rate  would  be  adjusted  through 
tlio  average  for  the  county  per  prescription  for  the  preceding 
year. 


^PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


The  Insurance  Bill  (1917) 

passed  oasily  through  its  second  reading  stage  after  Sir- 
Edwin  CoiTuwall,  for  the  Insurance  Commissiioneirs,  had  given 
certain  assurajices.  It  goee  to  Grand  _  Ooimiinittee  A— ^th© 
Committee  \vhich  earlier  in  the  yeair  considered  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill.  The  Insurance  Bill  lis  expected  to 
p.a.ss  this  Committee  fairly  easily.  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson  (Liberal, 
N.  Worc-ester shire)  is  Ch,adrm,an.  and  the  niem'bers  will  again 
include  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  (Libera.l,  Stepney)-  Mr.  Glyn.- Jones 
intends  to  move  an  amendment  to  Clause  39,  making  more 
a-uthordtative  its  explanation  that  ''a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
penny  in  all,"  allowed  by  the  original  Insurance  Act  for  the 
expeiises  of  Pharmaceutical  Committees,  moans  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  penny  per  year,  and  not  for  all  time. 

Supply  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

Sir  Woirthinigton  Evajis,  for  th'e  Ministry  of  Munitions, 
infoi-med  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  (Lilberal,  Oirkhey)  on  Monday 
that  whore  caaibide  of  calcium  was  necessiairy  foa'  carrying  on 
Government  war  work  tihe  Priority  Department  of  tihe 
Ministi-y  of  Muniitions  -will  arrajigo  to  saiipply  sufficient 
quantities. 

Insurance  Prescribing  of  Proprietary  Drugs. 

Sir  Richard  Cooper  (Nat  Party,  Walsall)  on  Monday 
further  pressed  his  suggestion  that  dispensing  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act  is  m.ado  more  costly  owing  to  the 
fact  that  doctors  preeorilbo  drugs  umider  names  which  are 
registered  as  trade  marks.  Ho  a:lleged  that  many  Insurance 
Committees  have  instructed  doctors  and  Panel  dhemisis  to 
laJbstain  from  prescribing  drugs  under  names  which  are  regis- 
tered as  trade  marks  although  tihe  patents  for  the  drugs  have 
expired.  He  asked^  the  Minister  for  Reconstruction,  in  the 
interests  of  the  British  chemical  industry,  to  apply  for  am 
order  \/o  expunge  such  trade  marks  from  the  register. 

Sir  Ricihard  was  referred  to  answers  given  to  him  in  the 
lirevious  wee^k,  and  Mr.  Wardle  (Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Traded  sta.ted  that  provi«ioins  in  tlh©  new  Trade  Marks  Bill 
j>rovide  that  word,';  which  arc  used  a.s  the  nannes  of  articles 
may  be  removed  from  the  register  of  trade  marks. 

No  other  matters  of  pha.rmaceutioal  interest  have  arisen. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 
 ^ 

GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Thursday.  Novkmukp.  29,  1917. 
The  week  lum  been  rather  dull  and  iMieveiitfiil ;  price 
clianges  of  first-rate  im'poi'ta.nce  ha.ve  been  few,  and  transac- 
tions have  been  of  snKill  \-ohime.  The  idea  seems  to  be  fairly 
general  that  we  may  see  a  further  advance  in  the  price  of 
Potassium  Bromide  ;  the  Sodiiiim  Salt  is  beinf?  used  more  and 
more  as  a  suibftit'.ite  for  tihe  Potassium  iSait.  The  upward 
movement  in  Benzoic  Acid  and  Sodium  Benzoate  has  con- 
tinued. There  is  no  relief  of  the  scarcity  of  medicinal  Oastor 
Oil.  The  downwaixl  movement  in  the  price  of  Saccharin, 
wJiich  commenoeid  a  week  or  so  ago,  has  continued  as  the 
result  of  the  more  iplentifwl  supplies.  In  heavy  cheinicals  the 
market  has  been  quiet,  and  in  several  cases  'there  is  a  slight 
tendency  in  favour  of  sellers;  for  iiiS'taiice,  there  are  more 
sellers  of  Caaistic  Soda,  and  prices  are  easier.  Bleat-hing 
Powder  is  quiet.  On  the  other  liand,  manufacturers  of  Alum 
have  advanced  their  prices,  and  Najihthaline  is  dearer. 

Hifpier. — Benzoic  Acid,  Sodium  Benzoat*,  Barbitone, 
Ja.panes«  Refined  ^Camphor,  Olive  Oil,  Acetanilide.  Potasisium 
Bioanbonate,  Cocaine  HydiwcMoride,  Hyposulphit-e  of  Soda, 
Castor  Oil,  Arsenic,  Alum,  Shellac,  Cream  of  Tartar,  Tur- 
pentine. 

Firmer. — IiDecaouanha,  Sarsaparilla,  Cassia  Oil,  American 
Peppermint  Oil,  Paraldehyde,  Hexainine,  ^Vlarshmallo'W  Root, 
Tartaric  Acid. 

.^o.-^/er.— :Nrenthol,  Salol. 

Lower. — Sacoiliarin,  Para  Rubber. 

Acetanilide. — Hr^lders  agiain  ask  higher  prices ;  there  are 
sellers  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — Steady  at  13s.  9d.  to  14s.  per  ib. 

Aconite  Root. — Japanese  is  offered  at  60s.  per  ow't. 

Alum. — iManufaoturens  .have  advanced  their  prices  by  20s. 
per  ton. 

Arsenic. — Extreme  prices  wo'uld  be  paid  for  anything  amil- 
able. 

Atropine. — ^The  Sulpttiate  is  offered  at  115s.  to  120s.  per  oz. 

Barbitone. — This  drug  is  becoming  scarcer,  and  120s.  to 
125s.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Benzoates. — Again  firmer,  14s.  6d.  to  15s.  per  lb.  being 
wanted  for  the  Acid  and  14s.  6d.  for  Sodium  Benzoate. 

Bismuth  Preparations. — ^ilakers  are  able  to  deliver  freely  ; 
Carbonate,  12s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bromides. — Firm  at  7s.  per  lb.  for  the  Potassium  Salt 
(crystals)  and  6s.  5d.  grajiular ;  Ammonium  Bromide,  5s.  i>er 
lb.';  Sodium  Bromide,  3s.  per  lb.  The  Potassium  Salt  in 
crystal  form  is  rather  seance.  In  view  of  the  restricted  ex- 
ports of  Potassium  Bromide  and  Ammonium  Bromide  from 
the  United  States  it  is  not  unlikely  that  we  may  see  higher 
prices  for  these  salts;  the  demand  for  Sodium  Bromide  will 
probably  increase. 

Camphor. — Business  is  repoii^d  in  .Japanese  refined  at 
higher  rates — namely,  3s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  2^-lb.  slabs  and 
4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  ^-oz.  tablets. 

Cassia  Oil. — Firmer  at  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 
Castor  Oil. — The  difficalty  of  obtaining  medicinal  quality  is 
unabated,    and   Is.    7d.    per  lb.    has    been   jiaid  for  small 
quantities. 

Caustic  Soda. — ^The  tendency  is  a  little  easier,  there  beini; 
offei-s  from  second  hand  at  £54  per  ton  for  70  to  72  per  cent. 

Citric  Acid. — ^Firm  at  about  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Quiet  on  basis  of  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Colchicum. — Very  high  prices  are  asked — up  to  10s.  per  lb. 
for  slicetl  and  dried  corm. 

Cocaine. — The  small  supplies  of  Hydrochloride  on  the  spot 
letch  still  higher  prices,  up  to  48s.  per  oz.  being  asked. 

Copper  Sulphate. — ^The  market  is  dull,  notwithstanding  tihe 
limited  quantities  offered.    Liverpool.  £67  15s. 

Coriander  Seed. — ^Sellers  a.sk  85s.  ))er  cwt. 


Coiimarin. — Very  firm  at  about  120s.  per  lb. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Dearer  at  350*.  for  98  per  cent,  powder. 

Cummin  Seed. — Firm  at  70s.  per  cwt. 

Dill  Seed.— Offered  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

FoeniifJreek  Seed. — Value  is  about  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacol. — The  pure  liquid  is  offered  at  120.-.  to  1259.  per 
lb.,  and  to  come- forward  at  110s. 

Hamamelis. — The  leaves  are  offered  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Hexamine. — Firmer  at  4s.  3d.  to  4s,  Cd.  per  lb. 

Hyposulphite  of  Soda. — ^B'usiness  has  been  at  £42  per  ton 
for  pea  cry.sta.ls ;  there  is  very  little  un  the  market.  Large 
crystals  are  quoted  £39  on  the  spot. 

Insect  Powder. — Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  according  to 
equality. 

Iodine  Preparations. — 'J'hc  i.ew  prices  are  as  follows  : — Re- 
sublimed  Iodine,  16s.  4d.  to  16s.  lid.;  Iodoform,  19s.  2d.  to 
20s.  ;  Potassium  Iodide,  13s.  lOd.  to  14s.  7d.  ;  Sodium  Iodide. 
15s.  to  15s.  8d.  per  lb.,  according  to  (juantiTy. 

Ipecacuanha. — Firmer  at  12s.  6d.  to  13s.  per  lb.  for  .sounil 
Mattogrosso. 

Iron  Sulphate. — Nominal  at  170s.    to  220s.,    accordin.u  to 
quiality. 

Lycopodium. — Value  is  about  6.s.  per  lb. 

Marshmallow  Root. — Value  is  about  120s.  per  cwt. 

Menthol. — The  tendency  is  easier,  13s,  4^d.  to  13s.  6d.  being 
about  the  value  of  Kobayashi  and/or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Naphthaline. — Quotations  tend  upwards,  and  fair  business 
is  reported  in  flake ;  balls  are  scarce. 

Olive  Oil. — Stocks  are  about  exhau.fted,  and  there  seems  to 
be  little  likelihood  of  licences  to  export  the  oil  from  Spain 
and  Italy  being  granted  before  'March. 

Paraldehyde. — •Firmer  at  about  15s.  to  iBs.  6d.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil. — ^Firmer  at  22s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  H.G.H., 
with  business  thereat;  ^J>yne  County  oil  in  tins  is  quoted 
16s.  6d.  per  lb,  and  Japanese  denientholised  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d. 
for  Kobayashi  .and/or  Suzuki. 

Phenacetin. — Steady  at  about  43s.  to  ^ISs.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Phenazone. — Barely  steady  at  about  55s.  per  lb. 

Potash  Salts. — ^Particulars  with  regard  to  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Potash  oomxwunds  controlled  by  tihe  recent 
Order  may  be  bough/t  and  sold  are  giiven  on  page  263  of  this 
issue. 

Potassium  Bicarbonate. — ^The  supply  for  oixlinary  market 
purposes  is  Lshort  owing  to  demands  for  special  purposes;  value 
is  abo.ut  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — ^Small  lot.s  o<:ca!=ionally  offer 
round  about  15s.  per  lb. 

Prussiate  of  Soda. — In  good  i^equest  at  2s.  per  lb.  for 
yellow.  Pru.<^isiate  of  P(  tash  is  quoted  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
yellow. 

Rosin. — The  mai-ket  is  veiv  strong,  with  a  good  demand 
and  few  sellers  and  advancing  prices.  The  Board  of  Trade 
has  been  notified  that  the  French  frovernment  has  decided 
to  a.'low  the  export  to  the  I'nited  Kingdom  of  a  limit-ed 
quantity  of  Rosin  for  commercial  purposes,  pro\'ided  the  ap- 
plications for  export  licences  are  su,piporte<l  by  the  Britisfh 
GovernmeTit. 

Quinine. — The  po-sition  is  praatically  unchanged,  value 
beiny;  .ibout  3s.  4d.  per  oz.  for  Continental  brands  of  the 
.Sulphate. 

Rubber. — Quiet.  Plantation:  Standard  No.  1  crepe, 
2s.  6Jd.  per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para  again  lower  at  2s.  6id.  per  lb. 

Saccharin. — The  price  has  further  receded,  and  there  are 
offers  at  350s.  per  lb.  an'd  a  little  under. 

Salicylates. — Barely  steady  at  6s.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  for  the 
Acid  ;  the  Sod  i  Salt  is  offered  7s.  3il.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Again  much  dearer,  business  being  reported  on 
basis  of  347s.  6d.  for  fair  T.N.  orange  on  the  spot. 

Soda  Ash.— Veiv  strong  selling  at  £15  per  ton. 

Sulphonal. — Firm  at  about  44s.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Rather  firmer  at  about  3s.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — Dearer;  American  spot,  102s.  6d. 
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STATE-CONTROLLED  COMMODITIES. 


Acetone.— Cannot  noiv  be  obtained  without  a  permit  from  the 
Ministry  of  Munitions  (Propellants  [Branch),  32,  Old  Queen 
Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  1. 

Flour. — As  from  September  15,  1917,  no  person  has  been,  or 
will  be,  permitted  to  take  delivery  of  any  flour,  except  tinder 
licence,  for  the  manufacture  of  biscuits  iiitended  for  wholesale 
sale  for  any  industrial  purposes  (other  than  the  manufacture  of 
an  article  intended  for  human  food),  for  ships'  stores,  or  for 
export.  The  same  conditions  apply  to  the  manufacture  of 
.    .    .    baking  powders,  custard  powders,    .    .    .    infants'  and 

riiaiids'  foods,  mustards,  spices,  condinltents,  and  all  such 
preparations.  Applications  for  licences  must  be  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  (Flour  and  Bread  Section),  Palace  Chambers, 
London.  Westminster,  S.W.  1. 

Potassium  Compounds. — Under  an  Oi-der  of  October  27,  by  the 
Ministry  of  Munitions,  it  was  enacted  that  no  person  could  deal 
in  caustic  potash,  chloride,  carbonate,  or  sulphate  of  potash  in 
cjuantities  exceeding  in  weight  an  aggregate  of  3  lbs.  avoirdupois 
during  any  one  calendar  month,  except  under  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  tenns  of  a  licence  issued  on  behalf  of  the  Minister 
of  Munitions  by  the  Controller  of  Potash  Production.  The  Con- 
troller now  announces  the  granting  of  a  general  licence  for  the 
purchase  of  potassiimi  compounds  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Order  for  medicinal  pm-poses,  "  notwithstanding  that  such  pur- 
'  hases  may  exceed  an  aggregate  of  3  lbs.  per  month,  provided 
■hat  the  compounds  so  purchased  are  used  solely  in  B.P.  form  or 

•  >  B.P.  preparations  for  purely  medicinal  jmrposes.  By  this 
-  eneral  licence  retail  druggists,  hospitala  and  similar  institutions, 

uedical  men  and  others  are  relieved  of  the  onus  of  applying  for 
individual  licences  to  purchase  compounds  coming  within  the 
conditions  indicated  in  italics  above,  and  wholesale  druggists 
;ind  others  may  supply  such  compounds  for  use  as  above  set 

lit  without  the  necessity  of  verifying  that  the  purchaser  holds 
•lu  individual  licence  to  purchase  or  take  delivery.  It  will, 
however,  be  necessary  for  the  wholesaler,  in  making  his  returns 
to  the  Controller,  to  state  the  aggregate  amount  and  value  of 
Ills  sales  of  compounds  for  purely  medicinal  purposes  during  the 
period  covered  by  each  return.  Special  forms  of  return  will  be 
provided  for  this  purpose."  Our  readers  should  carefully  note 
That  the  concession  applies  only  to  the  use  of  the  potassium  com- 
pounds scheduled  wlien  they  are  used  solely  in  B.P.  preparations 
for  purely  medicinal  purposes,  so  that  without  a  licence  it  is 
unlawful  "to  sell  caustic  potass  for  photographic  purposes,  or 
potassium  carbonate  for  a  wet  shampoo,  or  potassium  sulphate 

1=  an  ingredient  in  any  unofficial  compound. 


WILLS. 


Mr.  Jabez  William  Jackson,  of  We.stfield,  St.  Helens,  Lanes, 
formerly  of  Crewe,  chemi.st  and  druggist,  who  died  on  Augu-t 
aged  74-  years,  has  left  property  of  the  value  of  £5,64-7  13s.  7d., 
the  net  personalty  being  £2,472  ISs.  lid.,  the  whole  of  which  he 
leaves  to  his  wife  for  hfe,  and  then  for  his  children.  " 

Mr.  William  Aubray  Medhurst,  of  Chobham.  Surrey,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  Hied  on  Septemibrr  23.  aged  72,  left  e^.at^? 
valued  at  £8,929  2s.  6d.  gross,  with  net  personalty-  £6.447  13s.  3d. 
Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Helen 
Mary  Mf-dhurst,  of  Hilbide,  Chobham,  the  sole  executrix. 

Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  of  Bradloigh.  Mount  Villas,  York, 
chemist,  who  died  on  November  27,  1916,  left  estate  of  the  gross 
value  of  £25,725  14e.  3d.,  with  net  personalty  £7.502  8s.  7d. 
Probate  of  his  will  dated  February  10,  1902,  with  a  cx>dioil 
<ii  June  17,  1909,  ha«  been  granted  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  Thomaa 
Parker,  rA  The  Laurels,  Ruflorth,  Yorks,  farmer,  and  his 
v>n,  Mr.  Thorriafl  Pearson  Parker,  of  3,  Holgato  Villas,  York, 
chemist  and  dmggist.  The  testator  left  £2.000  each  to  liis 
daughters  Jane  and  Dorothy,  £200  and  his  eori.sumab!e  stores 
and  hou-sehold  effert.s  to  his  wife.  £100  each  to  the  executors 
of  the  will,  his  propc-rtv  at  Rufforth  to  his  son  Thomas,  his 
property  at  Hcesay  to  fiis  son  Harold,  his  residence  and  the 
tncom©  of  his  residuary  estate  to  his  wife  for  life,  and  the 
ultimate  res-idun  of  his  estate  to  his  ohildren  in  equal  ."ihiaires. 


SHOPS   CLOSING   ORDER:   CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS. 


From  Monday,  De^iember  17,  to  Monday,  Deceiniber  24,  the 
Home  Offic*-  Elarly  Closinif  Order  will  'be  su.sponded  to  give 
/aciliti«B  for  holiday  (hopping. 


ed  the  Pre-  < 

le  was  a:p-  / 

wn   Girvan  / 

m,  who  has  / 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  Ernest  Harry  Arnold,  son  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Arnold,  pKarma- 
cist,  Cwmavon,  Glam.  (President  of  the  Swansea  and  West 
Glamorgan  Chemists'  Association),  has  recently  been  gazetted 
to  a  lieutenancy. 

Mr.  Artliur  Berton,  wiho  has  been  an  Estate  Governor  of 
Alleyn's  College  of  God's  Gift,  Dulwich,  for  many  years,  was 
reappointed  by  that  body  as  a  Representative  Governor  of  the 
Centrail  Foundation  Schools  of  London  for  a  further  term  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  John  Murchie,  President  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  whose  inavigural  addrese  was 
delivered  at  the  opening  meeting  of  the  Association's  session 
on  November  6  (P. -J.,  Nov.  17,  p.  237),  is  a  typical  honest 
Ayrshire  man,  fearlessly  but  unoffen- 
sively  outspoken,  and  straightfor- 
ward in  action.  (He  was  born  in  1873, 
educated  at  Girvan  Parish  School, 
and  before  leaving-  it  passed  the  Pre- 
liminai-y  Examination.  He 
prenticed  to  a,  well-knowi 
chemist,  Mr.  G.  A.  Graham, 
always  been  a  notable  figure  in  phar- 
macy, and,  on  removing-  to  Glasgow, 
became  assistant  to  Mr.  William 
Weir,  Bridgeton  Cross,  who  carried 
on  the  uniquely  successful  business 
there,  which  in  the  hands  of  his  suc- 
cessors still  flourishes  amain.  Mr. 
Murchie  qualified  in  1896,  and  started 
business  in  Ayr,  but  returned  to 
Glasgow  in  1898,  where  for  over  two 
years  he  served  as  a  manager  in  the 
retail  department  of  Messrs.  Cock- 
bum  and  Co.,  Ltd.  In  1901,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  George 
Grierson,  his  present  partner,  he  purchased  the  business  at 
Bridgeton  Cross  from  Mr.  Weir,  their  former  employer.  Fol- 
lowing upon  the  introduction  of  National  Health  Insurance 
Phannacy  Service,  the  firm  undertook  Insurance  dispensing,  but, 
although  the  business  was  specially  organised  for  it,  the  turn- 
over proved  so  heavy  and  so  detrimental  to  the  extensive  general 
business  for  which  the  firm  has  always  had  sucJr  a  remarkable 
record,  that  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Murchie  resigned  from  the 
panel,  greatly  to  their  relief  and  advantage.  For  many  years 
past  Mr.  Murchie  has  been  an  active  and  useful  member  of  the 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  having 
passed  through  all  stages  of  experience  and  office  in  its  service, 
and  accordingly  ihe  is  exceptionally  well  fitted,  alike  by  capacity 
and  training,  for  the  position  of  President  of  so  important  and 
influential  a  body,  and  his  broad-mindedness,  well-balanced 
judgment  and  honhomie  are  certain  to  win  for  him  the  golden 
opinions  of  his  constituents,  and  of  all  wiltli  whom  he  has  deal- 
ings in  his  official  or  private  capacity.  Mr.  Murchie's  sportsman- 
like  spirit  finds  an  outlet  in  golfing  and  game  shooting,  and  he 
has  been  a  leader  in  the  movement  tba*  is  now  embodied,  and 
energises  to  some  purpose  in  the  Glasgow  Pharmacy  Athletic 
Club,  which  is  open,  on  subscription  terms,  to  the  members  of 
the  Association.  While  his  firm  was  on  the  panel,  Mr.  Murchie 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Joint  Service  Committee  of  the  Glasgow, 
Burgh  Insurance  Committee,  and  was  recently  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Local  Food  Control  Committee.  Glasgow  has 
always  been  fortunate  in  its  pharmaceutical  leaders,  and  this 
good  fortune  and  prestige  are  certain  not  only  to  continue,  but 
also  to  be  enhanced  in  the  pierson  and  performance  of  the  latest 
President  of  the  Local  Association. 

Mr.  C.  F.  X.  Pinto,  M.P.S.,  lias  been  appointed  Lecturer  in 
Pharmacy  to  the  Ceylon  Medical  College.  Mr.  Pinto  was  a 
.student  at  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  passed  the 
Minor  Examination  in  October,  1915. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw,  of  the  Huddersfield  and  District 
Chemists'  Association,  has  been  re-elected  President  of  the 
Huddersfield  Chamber  of  Trade,  in  the  reorgaaiisation  of  which 
he  has  taken  an  active  part. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wyatt,  chemist  and  druggist.  Knightstone,  High- 
field  Road,  Hall  Green,  Birmingham,  has  just  published  'The 
Ligiht  of  Love:  Poems  for  Life's  Pathway.'  Tlie  author 
informs  us  that  three  hundred  copies  of  the  book  were 
on  order  before  it  was  ready  for  sale.  It  is  neatly  bound  in 
maroon-coloured  cloth,  and  is  suitable  for  a  gift.  Copies  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Wyatt  at  Is.  7d.  per  copy,  post  free  ;  seven 
copies  or  more  at  Is.  6d.  eacih. 
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BIRTHS. 

Reeve. — On  November  20,  at  Granby  Scfcoo]  House,  Ilkeston, 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Reeve,  M.P.S.,  of  the  Cotmanhay  Pharmacy, 
Ilkeston — a  daughter. 

Mills. '  On  Novom'bcr  18,  at  Storrington,  Sussex,  the  wife  of 
K    Mills- -a  -son. 

MARRIAGE. 


Watkins— Reade. — On  November  19,  a4;  Tottenhall  Church,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  0.  Cox,  M.A.,  Second-Lieutenant  A.  H.  Watkins, 
R.F.A.,  to  Ellen,  daug-liter  of  Thomns  Reade,  chemist,  Victoria 
Street,  Wolverhampton. 


DEATHS. 

Caspar!. — ^At  Baltimore,  Maryland,  U.S.A.,  on  Octo^ber  13, 
Charles  Caspari,  jun.,  Ph.G.,  Food  and  Drug  Commissioner 
to  the  State  of  Maryland.  Ag©d  67  years.  The  late  Professor 
(^aspari,  who  was  well  known  by  reputation  to  European  phar- 
iiiacists  as  the  author  of  a  standard  text-book  on  pharmacy 
HOW  in  its  fifth  edition,  was  the  son  of  Charles  Caspari,  a 
■G-erman  apothokor  of  exceptional  cult-ure  and  tatents,  who  emi- 
grat-ed  to  the  States  in  1848  for  political  .reasons.  After  a 
considerable  experience  in  the  drug  trade  as  an  assistant, 
proprietor,  and  commercial  traveller,  Charles  Caspari,  jun., 
\Tho  had  g-radiiatcd  from  the  Maryland  College  of  Phai'macy 
in  1869,  was,  in  1879,  lappoiiited  to  the  chair  of  pharmacy  in 
that  institution — a  ixjsition  which  he  retained  until  his  death. 
Becoming  a  member  of  the  American  Pharnmceutical  Assooia- 
fion  in  1883,  he  was  made  its  Secretary  on  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Ma  inch,  and  remained  in  tliat  office  until  1911.  when 
he  resigned,  and  in  1910  he  received  the  appointment  of  Food 
and  Drug  Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Maryland.  From 
1915  to  1917  he  lectured  on  phatrmacy  -at  the  Johns  Hopkins 
Univeirsity  Medical  School,  hut  was  forced  by  ill  health  to 
di.scontinuo  this  work.  The  late  Professor  Caspari's  multi- 
farious and  memorable  services  to  the  science  -and  art  of  phar- 
macy included  labours  on  the  Revision  Committee  of  the  United 
States  Phairmacoiioeia  and"  on  the  Committee  of  the  National 
Formulary,  and  he  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  National 
Standard  Dispensatory.  In  an  appreciation  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Caspari  which  appeared  'in  the  October  number  of  the 
Journal  of  the  American  Phnrmnreutical  Af.inciation  just 
before  his  death,  the  writer  testifies  to  the  diiliigence.  devotion, 
and  unselfishness  with  which  Caspari  carried  out  his  lifework 
in  pharmacy,  and  describes  in  admiring  terms  the  modesty, 
sinocfrity,  and  ste-ad fastness  which  were  the  distinctive  charac- 
teristics of  a  singularly  fine  and  lovalble  personality,  whose 
prolific  fcieriitific  career  M'a.s  unremittin.gly  dedicated  to  his 
miost  cherished  ideal — the  progress  of  pharmacy. 

Gibson. — On  November  25,  at  74,  Ashley  Roaid,  Loughborough, 
Reuben  Leoniard  Gibson,  chemist  and  druiggist.    Aged  72 

Robinson.— On  November  26,  at  129.  Brighton  Street,  Sea- 
oombe,  Cheshire,  Richard  Fredei-ick  Williiam.  Robinson., 
chemist  and  droggist.     Aged  59. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

The  late  Captain  E.  A.  Hugill.— We  have  received  the 
following  additional  particulars  as  to  the  late  Captain  Hugill, 
one  of  the  directors  of  Messrs.  Meggeson  and  Co., 
a  notice  of  whose  death  on  active  service  appeared 
in  the  P.J.  of  October  6  last:— In  August,  1914,  on 
the  outbreak  of  war,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Hugill,  wishing  to  be  among  the 
first  to  serve  his  country  in  any 
way  he  could,  voluntered  as  a 
special  constable.  He  worked 
hard  in  his  branch  of  the 
service,  and  was  quickly  pro- 
moted t.o  an  inspectorship. 
Althoug*h  well  over  military  age, 
he  wislied  to  take  a  more  active 
part  in  the  war.  and  joined  the 
17th  Royal  Fusiliers  in  Septem- 
ber, 1914,  as  a  private.  He  was 
at  once  made  Sandow  instructor 
to  the  whole  battalion,  and  shortly 
afterwards  doctor's  orderly. 
When  he  became  lancc-coi-poral 
he  did  such  good  work  that  lie 
,  ,  ,      ,  _      was    soon    promoted  to  corporal, 

Bd  later  to  sergeant.    During  this  time  h©  was  stationed  at 


Warlingham,  but  was  sent  to  Hythe  to  take  a  course  of  mus- 
kotiy,  in  which  ho  obtained  a  second  class.  The  following  yea.r 
ho  was  offered  a  commission  in  the  same  regiment,  but  for  a 
long  time  refused,  feeling  he  could  do  better  work  as  a 
sergeant,  being  at  that  time  a  musketry  instructor,  but  finally 
his  CO.  insisted  that  ho  was  just  the  man  he  needed  as  an 
officer,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  accept.  This  he  then  did, 
and  he  left  for  Franco  at  the  end  of  the  year  1915,  and  was 
for  the  best  part  of  a  year  in  the  trenches,  during  which  time 
he  was  an  infantry  offi(X!r,  and  was  later  made  gaa  officer  to 
the  division.  Some  months  later,  suffering  from  an  acute 
attack  of  myalgia,  he  was  sent  to  a  base  hospital,  and  on 
recovering  sufficiently  was  appointed  gas  instructor  of  a  gaa 
school  at  the  base  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  He  was  subse- 
fiuently  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  quickly  to  captain. 
Ho  was  taken  suddenly  ill  while  on  duty,  and  again  admitted 
to  a  hospital  at  the  base.  After  a  .severe  illness  he  recovered 
sufficiently  three  weeks  latex  to  be  sent  to  a  London  hospital, 
whore  at  first  his"  condition  seemed  to  improve,  but  he  died 
very  suddenly  on  September  28. 

Pte.  Harold  Davies  was  killed  in  action  on  October  24, 
Aged  19.  He  was  cousin  and  assistant  to  Mr.  F.  Davies,  pharma- 
cist, 117,  Huddersfield  Road,  O'dham,  President  of  the  Oldham 
and  District  PTiarmacoutieal  Association.  He  joined  up  in  March, 
1917,  and  had  been  in  France  only  five  weeks  at  the  time  of  his 
de.nth. 

Private  Bert  Venables,  aged  20,  has  died  of  wounds  received 
while  on  active  service.  Prior  to  the  war  he  was  an  assistant 
with  his  brother,  Mr.  Fred  Venables,  piharmacist,  of  211,  King 
Street,  Hammersmith 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Profit  on  Proprietaries. 

It  is  rather  pleasing  to  note  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Jackson  in  the  P.J.,  November  10,  and  also  the  com- 
parison drawn  by  Mr.  J.  Beetham  Wilson.  The  point 
is,  however,  suppcsiiig  la  move  wore  arranged,  will  all 
retail  jAarm.acists  shoulder  the  wheel  ?  This  is  essential  if 
a  Strom/  move  is  to  be  made.  I  have  been  working  out  what 
I  thought  to  be  ^lie  best  and  strongest  proposal,  because  there 
has,  by  somo  firms  who  consider  they  are  immovable  in  the 
oommorci.al  world,  been  far  too  muoh  advancing.  This  i.s 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  fact  that  other  higihly  rerputablo 
"  hous'os  "  have  continued  during  three  years  of  war  to  avoid 
advancing  on  similar  lines.  Let  us  take  drastic  steps  to 
ensure  increased  and  living  professional!  charges,  and  then 
say  to  these  proprietary  articles  people:  "  40  peir  cent,  or 
out  it  goes."  But,  it  may  be  objected,  the  drug 
stores  and  companies  will  take  it  on !  If  not  stopped, 
this  can  at  least  be  prevented  by  "  sealing "  every 
sale,  amd  by  co-operative  local  advertising.  Personally, 
I  tliink  a  universal  acceptance  of  a  proposal  similar 
to  the  following  would  be  a  start  in  a  new  life.  That 
a  National  Council  of  Retail  Phartnaoists,  with  local  repre- 
senitative  branches,  be  formed,  to  protect  the  financial  intoriasta 
of  pharmiacists  and  to  protect  such  retail  phairmia^ists  against 
unqualified  drug  companies,  etc.  That  every  sale  made  by 
such  pharmacists  should  be  "  sealed "  by  a  seal  issued  by 
the  National  T,'ouncil  of  Retail  Ph.armacists,  and  by  co-opera- 
tive advcTtiisin,g  of  the  fact  that  safety  is  only  guaranteed 
under  such  seal,  and  that  such  seal  is  only  issued  by  the 
following  ohemisls  of  Jonestown.  Further,  that  a  fixed  mini- 
mum profit  be  applied  to  all  pro)irietaries.  From  a  point  of 
curiosity  I  wonder  how  many  phai-macists  agree  witJi  my 
plan  in  general — i.e.,  subject  to  small  amendments,  but  none 
the  less  drastic.  If  each  one  agreeing  would  p.c.  me,  I  could 
state  next  week  (by  the  Editor'.'?  permission)  the  number 
received,  and  we  could  then  note  the  general  feeling  in  this 
respect. 

Blaokbuirn,  Novomiber  13,  1917.  Harold  E.  Beswick. 


Whilst  admiring  Mr.  Jackson's  consistency,  I  ask  what  can 
the  poor  retailer  do?  Five  years  ago,  after  serving  ten  years 
in  high-class  pharmacies.  I  bought  this  business.  At  that  time 
80  per  cent,  of  our  sales  consi.sted  of  proprietaries.  Now, 
although  our  sales  of  proprietaries  are  larger  than  ever,  the 
proportion  of  them  to  total  turnover  is  approximately  30  per 
cent.  Any  largely-advertised  proprietary  article  showing  over 
20  per  cent,  on  sales  is  a  valuable  asset  to  every  retailer.  It 
brings  the  public  into  our  pharmacies,  and  once  inside  it  is  up  to 
us  to  complete  the  stale*-.  The  P.A.T.A.  advocate  a  standard 
profit  of  25  per  cent,  on  .sales.    May  I  respectfully  suggrost  that 


December  1,  1917.1    THE  PHAKMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST.  265 


every  Assotiation  discuss  the  "  Profits  on  Proprietaries  "  at  thoir 
next  meeting,  and  acquaint  the  P.A.T.A.  with  their  decisions? 
November  25,  1917.  "  Espebante  "  (224/20). 


The  Scottish  InsuraLnce  Drug  Tariff,  1918. 

Notices  are  at  present  being  issued  by  the  clerks  of  the 
Insurance  Committees,  intimating  that  arrangements  have  been 
agreed  to  between  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Coramitt-ee 
(Scotland)  and  the  Insurance  Commissioners  to  continue  the 
pharmaceutical  service  during  1918  on  what  are  called  "  status 
quo  ''  terms.  It  is  now  probably  too  late  for  any  endeavour  to 
be  made  to  persuade  the  Commis.sioners  of  the  necessity  for 
an  increase  in  the  dispensing  fees,  etc.,  but  it  seems  to  me  tliat 
the  Standing  Committee  'has  shown  a  deplorable  ignorance  of 
the  feehng  prevailing  among  Scottish  pharmacists  regarding 
pharmacy  service  remuneration.  If  this  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
was  known  to  the  Committee,  what  were  tilie  circumstances  or 
iiiduences  that  prevented  it  making  some  efl%rt  to  secure  better 
terms?  The  English  Commissioners  have  in  so  many  woixls 
adnoitted  the  claims  of  our  Southern  colleagues,  and  surely  the 
circumstances  that  justified  the  increase  in  England  are  as 
clamant  in  Scotland.  Faced  with  heavier  business  expenses, 
higher  cost  of  living,  etc.,  the  probiem  that  confronts  many 
Scottish  pharmacists  is  a'  serious  one.    Should    the  pliarmacist 

patriotically  and  phiiaiithi-opicaJly  continue  on  the  panel, 
or  should  he  "cut  his  loss"  and  come  ofl?  He  is  between  the 
devil  and  the  deep  sea.  "  Stntim  quo  "  seems  to  be  a  bles.sed 
phrase  in  the  eyes  of  the  Standing  Committee,  huir  to  the 
average  phaimaoist  it  is — well,  something  very  different.  May 
one  venture  to  hope  that,  should  the  war  unfortunately  last 
another  year,  the  Standing  Committee  will  forget  the  "  status 
quo"  and  remember  the  claims  of  their  constituents? 

Glasgow,  November  20,  1917.  Hakvet  P.  AHTHrE. 


Non= Proprietor  Pharmacists. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  letter  appeared  in  this  Journal  advocating 
a  minimum  fixed  salary  for  managing  pharmacists  of  £5  weekly 
(about  50s.  or  less  in  these  days).  The  following  remarks  are 
intended  to  wake  up  these  managing  pharmacists  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  their  just  due.  and,  what  is  more,  not  unattainable,  if 
only  they  will  unite  with  their  fellows  in  wholehearted  co-opera- 
tion. The  duties  and  responsibilities  devolving  upon  the 
managing  pharmacist  in  these  days  are  far  and  away  more 
exacting  and  arduous  than  existed  a  few  years  ago.  One  has 
only  to  consider  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  that  have  been 
passed  during  tlie  last  few  years,  which  constitute  pitfalls  for  the 
unwary  and  negligent  pharmacist.  As  a  class  we,  considering 
our  training  and  the  cost  entailed  in  entering  the  profession, 
have  never  been  overpaid,  and  I  submit  that  the  present  is  the 
roost  opportune  time  that  has  occurred,  or  will  occur,  in  which  to 
press  for  a  just  recognition  of  our  labours  and  responsibilities. 
Some  may  be  receiving  the  above-mentioned  minimum  wage,  or 
even  more,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  join  in  an 
endeavour  to  procure  for  their  less  fortunate  brother  in  the 
craft  what  he  may  be  denied  through  the  parsimoniousness  of  his 
employer  or  other  adverse  circumstances.  I  have  purposely 
refrained  from  mentioning  what  many  will  consider  should 
be  the  main  motive  in  desiring  a  better  financial  status,  viz., 
the  excessive  cost  of  living;  becau.se,  along  with  the  mini- 
mum wage,  we  ought  to  press  for  a  war  bonus,  firler/nafe  to  meet, 
in  part  at  any  rate,  the  ever-increasing  cost  of  foodstuffs,  and 
maintain  respectability  in  appearance,  which  bonus  we 
should,  on  our  part,  be  prepared  to  relincinish  when  prices 
become  normal.  I  trust  some  abler  advocate  than  I  will  take 
up  the  matt^^r,  so  that  we  may  not  be  behind  every  other  branch 
of  labour  (both  brain  and  TTvanual)  in  advocating  what  is 
undoubtedly  our  just  due. 

November  22.  1917.    "  N.  P.  P."  (224/1). 

Mr.  Corral],  in  a  recent  letter,  says  that  the  company-shops 
are  gradually  ousting  the  proprietor-pharmaci.st  from  business, 
and  it  is  evident  that  this  is  slowly  taking  place,  but  I  don't 
eee  that  pharmacists  should  suffer  much  professionally,  provided 
they  organise  to  protect  their  statutory  qualifications  thr)bgh 
the  Society,  and  join  She  "Central  Pharmacists'  Union"  to 
maintain  and  improve  their  social  welfare.  Thf  nroprintor-ohar- 
maoist  is,  in  spite  of  himself,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  St.iie, 
and  it  is  evident  that«ome  day.  very  soon,  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment will  set  up  a  State  Me^lical  Service  which  will  absorb  nine 
tenths  of  the  di.'spensing  business  of  t)hese  isles.  It  is,  nerhaps, 
more  evident  that  as  the  co-OT,€rative  movement  and  the  ccm- 
pany  chemists  are  engaging  the  services  of  so  many  quauhed 
men,  these  men  should  be  organised  to  improve  their  lot,  other- 
wise the  eflforts  and  energies  of  the  Pharmace,utical  Society  and 
National  Insurance  Committees  would  be  side-tracked  for  the 


aggrandisement  of  the  company  capitalist  and  the  co-operative 
shii reliold'in-.  It  may  bo  objected  t/hat  tins  is  "  Syndicalisin,  ' 
but  didn't  the  doctors  profit  by  tlicir  organisation  when 
the  Insurance  Act  was  passed?  Prognosis  is,  economicaUy,  un- 
favourable for  the  proprietor  pharmacist.  I  was  one  myself,  but 
I  prefer  to  be  a  company  chemists'  employe  rather  than  to 
consolidate  a  business  concern  in  an  East  End  environment. 
Moreover,  the  C.P.L).,  when  fully  organised,  will  take  a  very 
active  part  in  Insurajioe  Ui;;pensing  ajdinin-stration,  and  in  this 
respect  will  develop  and  demand  co-partners  in  its  practice. 
The  meagre  salaries  paid  in  some  hospitals  and  institutions 
constitute  a  professional  danger.  The  Pharmacoiitloal  Society 
cauinot  properly  remedy  this;  the  Pharmacists'  Union  is  the 
only  means  whereby  our  dignity  can  bo  maintained. 

November  25,  1917.  '  "  Soviet  "  (224/17). 

[This  con-espondenoe  is  now  closed.] 


Venereal  Disease  Act:  Sale  of  Copaiba. 

In  your  article  on  the  "Sale  of  Venereal  Remedies"  of  the 
24th  inst.  I  Ifee  it  stated  that  oopaiba  and  sandal  wood  oil  are 
only,  used  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases.  In  this  dis- 
trict copaiba  is  often  taken  in  conjunction  with  Spt.  JEth.  Nit. 
for  backache,  etc.,  by  elderly  people.  I  have  had  prescriptions 
tc  dispense  where  sandal  wood  oil  capsules  have  been  prescribed 
for  stomach  trouble,  ulceration,  catarrh,  and  other  ailments. 
How  can  it  be  said,  then,  that  these  articles  are  used  solely  for 
venereal  diseases?  Surely  every  person  that  asks  for  capsules  of 
the  ajbove  does  not  suffer  fi-om  die  venereal  disease.  By  the  way, 
on  page  804  of  the  Codex  we  find  sandalwood  oiil  is  used  as 'an 
"  expectorant  in  chronic  bronchitis."  When  I  was  an  appren- 
tice I  well  remember  a  gentleman  purchasing  sandalwood  oil 
capsules  for  his  wife.  As  I  thought  they  ought  to  be  above 
su.spicion,  I  made  some  remarks  to  my  principal  ,on  the  trans- 
act'on.  I  well  remember  his  reply,  and  learnt  that  it  did  not 
follow  that  when  "capstiles"  were  ordered  the  patient  had 
gonorrhcea. 

Abergavenny,  Nov.  26.  1917.  H.  G.  Owen,  M.P.S. 


German  Eau=de=CoIogne. 

I  have  before  me  a  list  (1917-1918)  published  by  one  of  the 
oldest-established  druggist's  sundi-iesmcn  in  the  trade.  I  find 
that  under  the  heading  of  "  Em  de  Cologne  "  there  appears 
the  following: — J.  M.  Farina  (Gegeniiber  dcm  JuUchs  Plaitz). 
J.  M.  Farina.  No.  4.  Julichs  Platz.  Surelv  it  is  time  that  these 
objectionable  Hun  names  were  erased  from  the  catalogues  of 
every  English  house.  If  there  is  any  stock  left  over  from  pre- 
war days,  surely  it  would  have  been  more  discreet  for  the  firm 
in  question  to  have  relabelled  the  botdes  with  their  own  name 
instead  of  offering  them  for  sale  and  thus  helping  to  keep  the 
name  of  these  wretched  Huns  before  the  public. 

Winchmore  Hill,  November  21,  1917.  J.  H.  P.  Bolton. 

The  Comnounding  of  Syrupus  Factitius  (W.E.F.) 

I  cannot  congratulate  the  Codex  Committee  on  adopting  Mr. 
.lenkiii's  or  the  London  Phannaceutical  Cominittec's  formula, 
for  above.  They  might  have  improved  on  it  by  modifying  the 
mucilage  of  tragacanth  of  the  B.P.  in  w"hich  water  should  be 
renlaccd  by  Aqua  Chlorof.,  B.P.  1885.  when  the  finished  product 
would  contain  the  quantity  of  chloroform  ordered  if  wdded  last. 
My  employer  would  have  had  something  to  say  if  in  making 
Aqua  Oh'orof.  the  ohlornform  hnd  been  poured  into  the  Win- 
chester first  and  the  water  added  last. 

Seaham  Harbour,  Nov.  23,  1917.    Isabella  Foestee,  Ph.C. 

Surely  S.V.R.  has  been  overlooked  as  an  essential  agent  for 
softening  the  tragacanth  before  adding  the  double  strength 
chloroform  water.  It  would  be  bad  piharmacy  to  shake  chloro- 
form and  tragacanth  about  in  a  bottle,  or  rub  same  in  a  mortar, 
losing  chloroform  either  way. 

Seaham  Llarbour,  November  23,  1917.  W.  Fobstee. 


Lost  Oxygen  Cylinders. 

I  ^all  bo  glad  if  you  will  allow  me  to  use  your  columns  to 
inquire  whether  any  brother  chemist  has  come  into  possession  of 
two  oxygen  cylinders  Nos.  19861,  25221.  As  both  of  th^e 
cylinders  belong  to  me,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  anyone  who 
has  either  of  them  in  stock  will  kindly  communicate  with  me, 
giving  the  source  from  which  they  were  obta^ined  and  the  dates. 
The  cylinders  in  question  are  B.O.  Company's  20  ft 

J.  H.  P.  Bolton. 

28,  The  Green,  Winchmore  Hill,  London,  N.,  Nov.  23,  1917. 
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REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Sale  of  Cocaine  (G.  F.  (J.— 223/44).— VJ.  of  July  7  last, 
page  2,  also  I'.J .,  Novoiiiber  3.  pag^e  204. 

Magnesium  Carbonate  for  Flour  (W.  H.— 224/27).— Ilie re  is 
nothing  against  your  iwloptiiig  tilip  course  you  suggest. 

Retailing  Methylated  Spirit  (W.  H.— 224/12).— Yes,  but  if  you 
supply  it  for  burning  purposes  your  own  supplies  will  be  cut  ofi'. 

Sandalwood  Oil  Capsules  (W.  S.  C.  224/3).— (a)  We  advise 
you  not  to  supply,  (ly)  They  uuiy  be  supplied  if  not  held  out  or 
recouiniended. 

Medical  Students  and  the  Army  (L.  E.  T.— 224/41).— Apply  to 
the  Medical  Secretary,  Biiiitish  Medical  Aesocdart/ion,  429,  Strand, 
London,  W.C.  2. 

Pil.  Opii  (T.  W.  T.— 224/10).— See  reply  to  "  R.  H.  H."  in 
last  week's  issue.  Your  second  query  is  not  clear;  kindly  repeat 
exactly  the  circumstances. 

P.J.F.  20  (16)  (J.  D.— 224/8).— This  is  for  an  inhalant,  as 
follows: — Pine  oil,  1  part;  eucalyptus  oil,  2  I>«"*t ;  menthol, 
2  part;  rectified  spirit,  q.s. 

Lights  and  Closing  (R.  H.  W.— 223/36).— This  depends  entirely 
on  the  regulations  01  the  local  authorities.  You  will  get  the 
exact  conditions  from  the  Town  Clerk. 

Methylated  Spirit  (F.  S.— 224/25).— (1)  A  retailer's  licence  is 
required.  (2)  You  arc  lestrit^ted  to  purcliasing  from  the  usual 
wiholesiaJe  sources  :i'n  a  quantdty  not  exceeding  four  .gallons. 

Volunteers  and  Panel  Work  (C.  B.  S.— 224/37).— If  mobi- 
lisation of  Volunteers  should  become  necessary  all  business 
considerations  would  have  to  be  set  aside.  No  exemptions 
couhl  be  made  in  face  of  an  enemy  invasion. 

Vapor  Benzol  (W.  H.  F.— 224/15).— The  formula  for  the  in- 
halation. Vapor  Benzol,  of  the  Central  Throat  Hospital,  is:  — 
Berizol,  2  fl.  drs.  ;  light  magnesium  cai<bonate,  90  grs.  ;  oil  of 
cassia,  10  dro'i>5  :  iwatev  to  10  fl.  oz.  Use  a  ta-blespoonf ul  in  a 
pint  of  boiling  water. 

Sore  Throat  Tablets,  P.J.F.  2,43^  (W.  E.  B.— 224/28).— 
Benzoic  acid,  2  oz. ;  borax,  2  oz.  ;  menthol,  60  grs.  ;  potassium 
chlorate,  6  oz.  ;  blaok  currant  paste,  8  oz.  ;  extract  of  krameria. 
2  oz.  ;  refined  sugar,  4  lb. ;  mucilage  of  acacia,  q.s.  Mix,  and 
divide. into  30-grain  tablets. 

Hospitals  and  Supply  of  Cocaine  Solutions  (A.  C.  W.— 223/35). 
— There  are  no  exceptions  in  favour  of  hospital  dispensaries. 
The  pharmacist  in  charge  must  be  duly  authorised  to  possess 
and  supply  cocaine,  and  he  must  see  that  all  the  conditions  of, 
the  Regulations  are  complied  with. 

"  Zannia  .4ustraliensis  "  (J.  D.— 224/8).— It  is  possiible  that 
this  name  is  incorrect ;  at  all  events  we  have  been  imable  to 
run  it  down  in  w.oi'ks  on  Australian  plants  or  in  the  Kew  Index. 
It  may  be  intend'ed  for  one  of  the  Zamias — Zinniii  spirfihs  is 
frequently  referred  to  in  the  literature.  This  yields  the  Burra- 
wang  nut,  which  is  relished  by  the  aboriginals,  and  an  arrow- 
root of  very  good  quality  is  obtained  from  it.  One  writer  i-efers 
to  it  as  yielding  a  gum  analogous  to  tragacanth. 

Cocaine  Lozenges,  Opium  and  V.D.  (J.  D.— 224/8).— As  to 
the  cocaine  lozeniges,  the  answer  iis  yes,  register.  Jioth  the 
cocaine  lozenge.-  and  tlie  combination  with  i-hatany  caimot 
be  supplied  without  a  prescription  if  the  jjercentaigo  of 
cocaine  exceeils  O'Ol.  The  Opium  Order  does  not  apply  to 
such  preparation.^  las  those  specified.  Partiicajla,i-s  as  to  the 
cap.sulos  will  be  found  in.  the  Editorial  lairticlos  in  tlie  P.J. 
of  Au:gusi  25  last,  paige  86,  and  October  27,  page  191,  and 
November  24.  paae  243. 

Plant  Specimens  (A.  H.  C— 224/35).— The  Curator  received 
your  letter  and  the  specimens  you  gathered  the  other  morning 
during  half  an  hour's  walk.  They  are  certainly  interesting  as 
illustrating  the  mildness  of  the  season.  The  list  you  submit  is  for 
the  most  part  correct ;  there  is.  however,  no  red  dead  nettle, 
but  the  Curator  marks  this  sipace  •  in  your  list  "  Cuhimintha 
clinopotJiiim."  "  Nettlewort."  which  you  query,  is  correct. 
Hedge  woundwort  and  pink  campion  axe  both  stroked  out.  The 
spurge  is  EuphorUa  HcHoscopin ;  the  speedwell  is  Veronica 
politfi ;  the  scabious  is  Knaufia  ai  rensis;  and  the  chamomile  is 
German  chamomile. 

"  Vanishing  Cloth  "  (C.  E.  W.— 224/30).— There  is  no  out- 
standing characteristic  aboat  the  specimen  of  "  vanishing 
cloith  "  you  send.  We  would  rather  describe  the  material  as  a 
ooai-se  nuislin.  .Anyhow,  we  cannot  agree  with  the  statement 
tha*  on  the  a-pphoation  of  a  hot  iron  it  "ci-umblcs  and  falls 
away."  On  t.rymg  the  experiment  with  your  specimen  we  find 
that  it  chars,  but  does  not  crumble  and  fall  awav, 
unless,  of  couree,  the  iron  is  so  hot  that  it  could  not 
be  held  over  the  work  to  which  the  muslin  was  attached ; 
then  it  inca.ndesres  and  disai>iiears.  except  for  the  little  a.sli 
left.    Before  we  tried  the  experiment  we  expected  it  to  behave 


somowha.t  like  the  collodion-treaited  gas  mantle,  hurt  there  is 
nothing  to  suggest  that  it  is  anything  of  this  kind.  We  can 
only  suggest  that  you  try  a  thin  collodion  or  a  solution  of  potas- 
sium nitrate. 

Shaving  Cream  for  Use  without  Brush  (O.  H.  A.— 224/14). — 

There  is  a  lecipe  published  in  an  American  work  giving  the 
following  formuhi  :— iShaviing  cream,  9  oz.  ;  solution  of  potas- 
sium hydroxide.  3  fi.  drs.  ;  oil  of  sAvect  a.lnionds,  6  fl.  drs.  ; 
alcohol  (60  per  (-ent.),  li  pints;  oil  of  pimemto,  45  minima; 
essential  oil  of  almonds,  90  minims ;  oil  of  bergamot,  3  fl.  Brs. 
A  recenitly  patienteid  shaving  paste  for  use  without  brush,  soap, 
or  water  is  prepared  thus: — (Hard  iparaffin,  22;  prepared  suet 
or  lard,  3;  soft  soap,  2;  powdered  tragacanth,  2;  glycerin,  1; 
olive  oil,  1 ;  oil  pf  lavender,  1 ;  boiling  water,  68.  Add  ooohineal 
or  other  suitalble  colouring  ma'tit<'r  as  desired.  The  paste  is 
aipplied  to  the  chin  and  ifaee  by  hand,  and  the  shaving  is  tlien 
done  in  the  usual  way.  Perhaps  the  betst  preparation  for  the 
purpose  is  the  Crejjior  ad  Rasendium  of  the  Codex,  to  \vhic3i 
we  refer  you  for  particulars. 

Salves  or  Ointments  in  Stick  Form  (iR  E.  J.— 224/38).— 
These  are  similar  to  the  sticks  of  rouge  for  the  lips.  There  are 
•at  least  two  forms — ^Unna's  and  Audry's.  Uniwi's  formvla:  — 
Woolfat  and  boeti.\vax.  in  the  proportion  of  66  and  34  are 
melted,  [loured  into  glass  moulds  ]ilaced  in  hot  water,  then 
after  cooling  cut  iuto  suita'ble-sized  pieces  and  wraipped  in 
tinfoil.  With  suoh  a  base,  almost  any  medicament  may  be 
incorporated.  Example:  C'hrysaiof)hi  Slick  Ointmcii.t  :  — 
Ohry.*a.robin,  30;  yellow  lbees-^^-ax,  20;  anhydrous  woolfat,  50. 
■Audry\'i  formiiln  : — Theobroma  oil,  70;  hard  paraffin,  10;  medi- 
cinal oil,  10 ;  active  medicament,  2'5  to  15.  The  paraffin  is 
melted  with  the  theobroma  at  .a  gentle  heat ;  the  medicament 
is  triturated  with  tlie  medicinal  oil  in  a  heated  mortar.  The 
two  are  mixed,  and  the  produ'dt  is  run  into  a  glass  tulbe  pre- 
viously smeared  on  the  iiiside  with  oil.  Examples :  Itesorcin 
Slick  Oivfmcnt:  Resorein,  '  15;  theobroma  oil,  60;  hard 
paraffin.  10;  medicinal  oil.  10.  .Mrnhnl  Stick  Ointment: — ^Sodium 
dtearate.  6;  glycerin,  2.5:  alcohol,  1.5.  Thei-e  are  other  foi-ms 
for  the  basis  of  such  ointimenits,  of  which  the  following  is  one:  — 
Oil  of  theoibroma,  10;  yellow  beeswax,  25;  lard,  25;  w-oolfat,  40. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Corn  Spots.  P.J.F.  10.450  (161/10!.— Makers  and  quotations? 
"  Toropax "  Effervescing  Mouth    Wash  Tablets  (161/9).— 

Makers,  or  where  obtainable? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Wher» 

obtaina/ble  ? 
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SUNDAY,  December  2. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 
_n\        10  a.m.,  Company  parad^^Ieadquarters  for  drill,  etc. 
//\  <  |\        Uniform,  drill  order. 

(  tJ^^J  j  Tuesday,  December  4. — S.^S,  Machine  Gun  instruction. 

V  W^y^y^  Wednesday,  December  5. — 3  p.m..  No.  2  Platoon,  and 
R~^:^!ji^%^SS  Thursday,  December  6.-3  p.m.,  Nob.  1,  3,  and  4 
C»A^v  ■  Platoons.   All  parade  Headquarters  unless  otherwise 

or  ered. 

Roll  books  to  be  completed  and  banded  in  by  Deccnr- 
ber  5,  with  list  of  defaulters,  to  Company  Sergt. -Major. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  Battalion  parade  on  Sunday,  Decembers, 
at  Epsom,  when  Lord  French  will  inspect  the  group.  Every  man  is 
e.xpected  to  parade  that  day-   For  further  particularsset  Battalion  Orders 

WEDNESDAY,  December  5. 

Birmingham  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Inaugural  Meeting  at 
the  Grand  Hotel.  Ueception  7  p.m.  Supper  t.ckets  3/9  each  from 
Mr.  F.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec,  221,  Soho  Road. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association.— Meeting  at  8  p.m.,  at  the  Royal 
Institution.  Colquitt  Street.  Address  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill,  '•Government 
Control  of  Materials  as  affecting  Pharmacy." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  ol  Great  Britain.  — Meetirg  of  Council  at 
11  a.m. 

Pharmaceutical  Socletr  of  Qreit  Britain  (North  British  Branch).— 

Meeting  at  8  p.m.,  in  the  Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  David  Giimour  in  the  chair.  Notes  on  (n)  "  Solubility,"  (b)  "  The  B.P. 
Test  for  Methyl  Compounds  in  Ether,"  Mr.  D.  B.  Doit,  Ph.C,  F.I.C. 
'■  The  Melting  Point  of  AUantoin,"  Mr.  H.  E.  Watt,  D.Sc,  F.I.C.  Notes 
onia)"Au  Incompatible  Tar  Ointment,"  (bl  "  Unguentum  Aquae  Bosee. 
B.P.,  Mr.  Georg»  Elliot.  "D.O.RA.  Regulations  as  AfTecting  Pharma- 
ceutical Practice,"  Mr.  .1.  Rutherford  Hill,  Ph.C/ 

WEDNESDAY,  December  12. 

Western  Pharmacists' Association  (of  London).— Meeting  at  8.15p.m., 

at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  W.  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
J.  P.  Giimour  on  "Pre-war  Vacations  in  Ireland  and  Scotland."  Ladies 
Bpecially  invited. 
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No.  2825.    Vol.  99  (4th  Seribs  Vol,  45).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17.  B'oomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  I. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist  Is  the  official  organ 
•r  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drug  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
■ngland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Bnasia,  Spain,  Switzerland.  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
Tke  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

EDITOB:  CENTBAL  15415.  EDITOB:  "PHABHAKON,  LONDON." 

Society:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremridge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holbom  174.  Publishers:  "Pliarmads,  London." 

EDITOR  S  ADDRESS:  17.  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:   150.  HOLBORN.  LONDON,  E.C.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

sir  Artlinr  Pearson's  Fund  for  the  Children  of  Blinded  Soldiers 
and  Sailors. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  additional 
subscriptions  to  this  Fund,  and  earnestly  hope  that  the  total 
will  be  swelled  steadily  from  week  to  week.  Sir  Arthur  Pearson 
TTTitea :  "  Please  accept  my  best  thanks  for  so  kindly  sending 
me  a  copy  of  your  issue  of  December  1.  The  first  response  to 
the  appeal  you  are  so  kindly  making  opens,  as  you  say,  pro- 
misingly, and  I  am  really  verv  much  indebted  to  you  for  your 
aseistance."  Mr.  H.  R.  Lowther,  Mumbles,  informs  us  that  he 
had  forwarded  a  subscription  of  a  guinea  direct  to  Sir  A.  Pear- 
eon  before  the  Journal  list  was  opened,  otherwise  he  would  have 
remitted  through  the  Society. 


Sttbsceiption  List.  £  s.  d. 

A.  Wright,  Palmer's  Green,  London,  N   0  5  0 

H.  Jame^  KliiKe,  Pli.C,  Loudon,  W   2   2  0 

.J.  H.  Frost,  Hornsey   110 

F.  Hancock,  Weymouth    0   6  0 

A.  Stooke,  Gillingham,  Kent   0  10  0 


Methylated  Spirit  for  Dental  Practice. 

As  methylated  spint  is  considered  almost  a  necessity  in  the 
dentist's  surgery,  the  British  Dental  Association  has  made 
inquiry  of  the  ilinistry  of  Munitions  as  to  supplies  for  this 
purpose.  The  official  reply  is  that  the  Ministry  has  no  objection 
to  ihe  use  of  the  spirit  in  dental  practice  by  registered  dentists, 
wiio  are  entitled  to  obtain,  supplies  under  the  heading  of 
■  Medical  Requirements." 

Christmas  Yacation. 

The  Society's  premusea  will  be  entirely  closed  from  2  p.m. 
on  December  22  till  9  a.m.  on  December  27. 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacists  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pbarmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
uid  who  «re  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
eommunicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bltxwnsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
keep  a  register  of  ail  m«Q  of  the  above  cImb. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

AN   ADEQUATE  AND  SATISFACTORY  INSURANCE 
PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE. 

There  -was  more  of  the  poet  than  the  philosopher  in  Bums's 
oft-quoted  line  praying  for  a  gift  from  the  gods  to  see  ourselves 
as  others  see  us.     The  illusion  of  self-esteem  is  deeply  im- 
planted in  consciousness  as  a  safeguard  from  the  insanity 
which  would  inevitably  follow  if  to  each  the  innermost  soul 
were  revealed  in  all  its  -nakedness.    But,  whether  for  praise 
or  blame,  it  is  a  wholesome  experience  occasionally  to  have  the 
judgment  of  our  fellows  upon  our  opinions  or  conduct.  And 
this  general  consideration  may  serve  as  a  starting  point  for 
seme  remarks  suggested  by  the  phrase  "adequate  and  satis- 
fa<;tory  pharmaceutical  service ' '  in  the  official  reply  of  the 
Insurance  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  application  for  improved  Tariff  terms  for 
1918  (P.J.,  November  17,  1917,  p.  233).    We  are  surprised  to 
learn  that  in  certain  presumably  well-instructed  quairters  this 
expression  has  been  construed  to  imply  some  official  reflection 
on  the  character  of  the  pharmaceutical  service  in  the  past, 
whereas,  as  the  context  clearly  shows,  it  is  made  a  condition 
oi   the  concession  of  an  augmented  estabHshment  charge 
allowance  that  the  pharmaceutical  service  throughout  England 
and  Wales  shall  be  fully  and  efficiently  maintained.     It  is 
explicitly  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the  Commissioners 
fo7-  England  and  Wales,  and  in  the  separate  reports  for  Scot- 
knd,  that  panel  chemists  as  a  class  have  performed  their 
Insurance  dispensing  duties   with  conspicuous  ability  and 
acceptance.    And  there  is  an  abundance  of  disinterested  out- 
side testimony  to  the  same  effect  alike  by  Insurance  Com- 
mittees, the  medical  profession,  and  the  puhlic.    Thus,  in  an 
admirable  brochure  on  "Medical  Benefit  in  Scotland,"  from 
which,  in  a  later  issue,  we  hope  to  give  some  extracts,  Mr. 
W.  M.  Marshall,  Secretary  to  the  National  Association  of 
Insurance  Committees  (Scotland),  states : — "  On  the  whole, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  pharmacy  service  in  Scot- 
land is  excellent,  and  the  insured  population  are  undoubtedly 
receiving  all  in  the  nature  of  drugs  which  the  medical  prac- 
titioners consider  necessary."    And  in  a  well-informed  and 
sympathetic  article  on  "  National  Insurance,"  in  the  Lancet,  of 
December  1,  the  writer,  in  referring  to  the  pharmaceutical 
service,  says: — "The  Commissioners  are,  it  is  understood, 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  panel  chemists 
have  fulfilled  their  contracts.    It  is  true  that  there  have  been 
occasional  complaints,  but  these  have  been  remarkably  few, 
and  the  majority  of  them,  on  investigation,  have  proved  to 
be  groundless     .    .    .    The  broad  fact  remains  that  the  In- 
surance Commissioners  are  satisfied  with  the  pharmaceutical 
service,  and  that  the  Local  Insurance  Committees,  which  are 
in  intimate  contact  with  the  panel  chemists  and  which  have 
special  sub-committees  to  investigate  complaints,  are  also  satie- 
fied.    Tliis  is  particularly  gratifying  in  -view  of  the  difficult 
circumstances  prevailing :   many  panel  chemists  are  under- 
staffed, but  they,  Hk^  the  rest  of  the  community,  have  proved 
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theoTiselvep  capable  of  putting  in  more  work  than  they  were 
aocustonied  to  in  the  old  days."  We  are  enjoined  from  of 
old  time  to  beware  when  all  men  speak  well  of  us,  but  the 
pharmacist  has  never  been  in  any  danger  from  that  source, 
and  can,  therefore,  hail,  not  only  without  misgiving,  but  even 
with  a  sound  conviction  of  desert,  these  independent  tributes 
to  the  value  and  success  of  the  work  he  has  done  and  is  doing 
under  National  Insurance  for  a  still  inade<iuate  pay,  for, 
while  it  is  admitted  that  the  service  is  adequate,  the  economic 
reward  for  it  certainly  is  not. 


THE  QUARTERiMASTER. 

BY  LIEUTENANT,  K.A.M.C. 


In  tho  recent  correspondenoo  on  Commissions  for  Phax- 
macists  many  writers  referred  to  tho  R.A.M.C.  Quartermaster 
with  a  sneer,  and  it  is  chiedy  for  the  edification  of  these  gentle- 
nicHi  that  the  writer  is  prompted  to  pen  this  i>aper.  For  the 
infonnation  of  the  reader  it  will  be  as  well  to  state  that  he  is 
a  ohcxnist,  and  has  seen  two  years'  service  at  th«  front  as  a 
Quartermaster,  so  that  tho  following  account  may  be  regarded 
ae  authentic,  ana  not  penned  with  the  idea  of  belittling  ior  one 
moment  the  very  good  work  done  by  pharmacists  in  the  corps. 
Tho  rank  accorded  is,  in  tho  writer's  opinion,  very  inferior, 
considering  the  responsible  duties  undertaken,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  certain  chief  pharmacists'  posts  warrant  com- 
missioned rank.  However,  that  is  a  subject  that  it  is  not 
proposed  to  discuss  here,  and  must  be  left  for  another 
occasion. 

Personnel  and  Unties. 

Quartermasters  are,  as  a  general  rule,  promoted  from  warrant 
officers  of  the  corps,  but  during  the  present  war  commissionfi 
have  been  given  to  lawyers,  chenusts,  schoolmasters,  and  the 
like,  many  of  whom  are  undoubtedly  distinctly  unfitted  for 
the  post  they  hold.  The  duties,  as  laid  down  in  Standing 
Orders,  R.A.M.U.,  paras.  116  to  123,  are  given  below,  but 
they  are  extremely  elastic  in  the  field,  altliough  it  is  said 
that  they  are  strictly  adhered  to  at  the  base,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  hospitals  generally  are  run  upon  a  peace-time  footing. 

Para.  116. — the  Q.M.  will  take  into  store  and  be  responsible 
for  the  safe  custody  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements,  kits  and 
clothing  of  N.C.O.'s  and  men  admitted  to  hospital.    .    .  . 

Para.  117. — He  will  take  over  charge  of  the  quarters 
Bet  apart  for  the  unit,  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  barrack  bedding  and  furniture. 

Para.  118. — He  will  inspect  the  kitchens,  outhouses,  etc., 
daily,  and  will  carefully  endeavour  to  trace  to  individuals  all 
damages  and  losses,  so  as  to  guard  against  general  charges 
being  made. 

Para.  119. — He  will  keep  the  ration  return,  will  attend  at 
the  delivery  of  supplies  of  every  description,  and  will  be 
responsible  that  the  authorised  quantity  is  drawn. 

Para.  120. — He  wild  keep  a  dripping  book  and  the  fuel  and 
light  account.  He  will  be  responsible  that  all  returns  relating 
to  rations,  fuel,  and  light  arc  correctly  made  up  and  forwarded 
at  tho  proper  date. 

Para.  121. — He  will  be  responsible  imder  the  O.C.  for  all 
duties  in  connection  with  the  clothing  and  equipment  of  tlie 
detachment,  and  that  all  his  books  are  properly  kept  and 
indexed. 

Para.  122. — He  will  be  responsible  for  the  correct  preparation 
of  tlie  necessary  accounts  and  returns  to  be  rendered  by  the 
O.C.  for  the  clothing  and  equipment,  and  for  the  punctual 
rendering  of  the  same.  He  will  prepare  for  the  signature  of 
the  O.C,  and  initial,  as  being  correct,  all  correspondence  on 
these  subjects.  .  . 

Para.  123. — He  will  be  responsible  for  the  care  and  custody 
of  mobilisation  equipment,  for  its  preservation  and  turnover, 
and  that  copies  of  mobilisation  documents  and  records  are  kept 
up  in  readiness  for  immediate  use. 

For  those  leaders  who  desire  a  more  detailed  description 
the  writer  would  refenr  them  to  Regulations  of  the  Army 
Medical  Service,  paras.  250  to  267,  where  full  particulars  of 
Army  Forms,  etc.,  are  given. 

Course  of  Training. 

The  majoiity  of  Quartermasters,  upon  commission,  are  sent 
to  a  training  centre  for  a  short  time  in  order  to  become 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  red  tape  connected  with  their 
appointment,  and  as  vacancies  occur  so  they  are  posted  to  a 
unit.  The  emoluments  drawn  while  on  active  service  are  as 
follows: — Pay,  10b.;  field  allowance,  3s.  (not  admissible  at  homo 


stations) ;  lodging  allowance,  28.  5d. ;  fuel  and  light,  lid.— 
making  a  total  of  16s.  2d.  per'  day,  with  rations  and  accom- 
modation free.  A  kit  allowance  of  £50  is  cr-odited  upon  being 
gazetted.  Normally,  promotion  is  very  slow,  and  the  rank  of 
captain  is  only  accorded  after  ten  years'  commissioned  service. 
A  few  regulars,  after  lengthy  service,  become  majors. 

Procedure  upon  Mobilisation. 

Upon  the  order  fo  mobilise  the  Q.M.  leaves  his  training 
centre  and  proceeds  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
umt.  The  fir.st  thing  to  be  done  is  the  drawing  of  equipment  " 
according  to  scale  as  laid  down  for  his  unit,  tihe  acquisition  of 
reserve  medical  comforts  and  of  medical  and  surgical  acces- 
sories, which  at  the  time  appear  bulky,  but  upon  opening  up 
in  the  field  later  are  found  to  be  distinctly  insufficient  to  meet 
present  war  rfxiuiremcnts.  In  due  course  the  numbered  train  V, 
arrives,  equipment  is  loaded,  and  the  unit  proceeds  to  the  port 
o*  embarkation.  If  the  Q.M.  is  unlucky,  his  unit  will  be  the 
first  to  arrive,  and  ho  will  be  appointed  Quartermaster  of  tho 
boat.  This  would  appear  to  be  a  simple  business,  but  if  he 
is  not  alort  he  will  iind  the  ship's  steward  hue  purloined  all 
hie  tea  and  milk  ration  allotted  for  the  consumption  of  all 
troops  embarking  for  the  voyage.  On  arrival  at  the  port  of 
disembark  ition  fhe  off-loading  on  to  a  t;-.iin  requires  his  con- 
tinuous fctfr^ntion,  or  when  opening-up  day  corjies  along  ha  .may 
find  some  small  but  important  articles  have  been  left  in  the 
Id. 

After  a  couple  of  days  in  cattle-trucks,  it  is  assumed  the 
medical  unit  arrives  at  its  railhead,  i.e.,  the  nearest  point  to 
its  ten.porary  location.  The  commanding  officer  probably 
details  a  medical  ollicer  to  be  responsible  for  tho  detraining, 
while  he  goes  off  with  the  Quartermaster  to  view  the  site.  Tho 
condition  of  thinsrs  here  much  depends  on  the  time  of  the 
year,  as  in  winter  medical  units  often  find  themselves  dumped 
down  in  muddy  fields,  with  the  order  "  to  open  and  receive 
patients  in  two  <iays."  This  is  comparatively  simple  in  dry 
weather,  as  special  attention  need  not  be  paid  to  paths,  etc. 
Occasionally  the  unit  is  lucky  enough  to  be  stationed  in  a 
building,  a'  school  or  the  like,  when  things  are  rendered  even 
easier  for  the  Q.M.  In  due  course,  the  unit  arrives  with 
it«  transport,  and  while  the  question  of  accommodation  of 
personnel  is  being  settled  by  the  O.C,  the  Q.M.  is  Opng 
round  the  country  arranging  for  rations  with  the  supply  olbcer. 
Sometimes  this  gentleman  may  be  at  a  railhead,  or  there  may 
be  a  nearer  one  at  a  brigade  or  divisional  dunip.  Rations  m 
most  areas  are  drawn  one  day  ahead— that  is,  the  supply 
re<oived  this  morning  will  be  consumed  to-morrow.  Another 
important  item  to  be  arranged  with  the  A.S.C  officer  is  t^e 
supply  of  medical  comforts,  such  as  Brand's  Essence,  oatmeal, 
Oxo  champagne,  port  wine,  etc.  In  some  areas  these  are 
indented  for  on  the  R.S.O.,  who  gets  them  up  from  the  base, 
while  in  others  field  supply  depots  are  near  the  front,  and  com- 
forts are  drawn  direct.  The  next  essential  oonsidoration  of  the 
Q  M  is  the  interviewing  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  forma- 
tion as  the  erection  of  oook-houses,  bath  and  ablution  shelters, 
latrines  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  this  branch  of  the  service. 
Occasionally  labour  is  scarce,  and  all  the  C.R.E.  can  do  is  to 
give  an  order  for  the  necessary  material,  and  leave-  it  to  the 
Q  M  to  find  the  carpenters,  nlombe  s,  etc.  Ihis  makes  matters 
rather  diffiddt  if  the  unit  is  unfortunately  without  any  skilled 
men,  and  often  accounts  for  the  many  crude  structures  seen  in 
the  field. 

Path  Making  and  Mending. 

One  very  necessary  consideration  in  the  erection  of  a  camp 
is  that  of  paths.  Oft^en  in  field  ambulances  this  is  entirely 
overlooked,  or  regarded  as  unworthy  of  attention,  as  the  unit 
is  hero  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow;  but  a  casualty  clearing 
station  generally  stays  a  little  longer,  and  in  consequence  many 
"  stunts  "  ha/e  been  tried,  such  as  Pierre  de  Fosse  (a  red 
slag)  and  cinder  paths,  but  the  tons  of  necessary  material  and 
transport  really  render  it  a  most  costly  process.  Here,  again, 
the  Engineers  may  come  to  the  re.scua  by  issuing  a  large  number 
of  trench  boards,  which  are  easily  put  into  position— always 
dry  and  quite  portable.  It  is  generally  a  recognised  thing 
nowadays  for  field  medical  units  to  have  a  wooden  structure 
as  an  operating  theatre,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  the 
K.E.  do  the  work. 

Potable  Water  Supply  and  Medical  Stores. 
Following  this,  potable  water  is  another  problem  requiring 
solution.  During  the  German  retreat  early  this  year,  almost 
all  wells  were  either  poisoned  or  blown  in,  and  in  consequence 
antta  pura  had  to  be  transported  from  back  areas  by  water 
carts  oi-  motor  lorries.  While  these  matters  are  crystallismg, 
tho  Quartermaster  will  be  seeing  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
nearest  advanced  depot  of  medical  stores.  In  the  event  of 
anticipated  military  operatione,  large  stocks  of  dressings  are 
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*lways  obtain«<l,  together  with  the  requisite  quantities  of 
i;aleiiicals,  eto.  With  field  units  tablets  are  mucli  to  the  fort), 
although  such  things  as  Dakin's  Solution  are  made  and  stan- 
dardiseid.  The  Ordnance  Officer  is  the  person  on  whom  the 
Q.M.  indents  for  all  ward  equipment.  All  Army  Forms  G.994 
are  certified  to  be  either  (a)  a  first  supply,  when  the  counter 
eig  nature  of  some  Headquarter  official  is  necessary  before  issue 
can  be  made ;  (6)  to  replace  others  lost ;  or  (c)  to  replace  others 
ren-dered  unserviceable  Tentagc,  shovels,  tables,  uniforms, 
*tc.,  are  all  ordnance  services. 

Salvage  from  Medical  Units. 

As  will  fee  understood,  salvage  from  n-'edical  unite  is  exten- 
sive, owing  to  the  majority  of  lying  cases  being  divested  of 
their  uniforms,  equipment,  etc.,  and  evacuated  to  the  base  in 
pyjamas.  The  mode  of  disposal  differs  in  certain  areas — in  one 
a  salvage  corps  coUect  all  material  and  sort  it  themselves  for 
reissue  or  return  to  the  base,  while  in  another  the  Quarter- 
master's branch  is  responsible  for  the  disinfection,  sorting,  and 
sacking  of  all  articles.  In  blood-stained  garments  the  etain 
is  cut  out  and  burnt,  wliilo  the  remaining  portion  is  sacked, 
sent  to  ^Jigland,  and  eventually  sold  for  the  manufacture  of 
ehoddj.  At  most  railheads  there  is  an  ordnance  officer  specially 
detailed  for  the  reception  of  salvage.  Regarding  para.  121 
above,  most  Q.M.'s  personally  eee  men  requiring  a  cliange  of 
clothing,  and  much  entertainment  is  obtained  by  their  attempts 
at  ■■  swinging  the  lead."  The  purchase  of  cuiTent  items,  such 
as  eggs,  butter,  milk,  etc.,  falls  on  the  Q.M.,  who  forwards  all 
receipted  bills  to  the  base  monthly.  As  a  guide  to  purchasers, 
-a  list  of  maximum  prices  is  periodically  submitted  by  Head- 
<liiarters. 

Effects  Branch. 
When  the  unit  is  in  working  order  the  Effects  Branch  comes 
into  greatest  prominence,  and  during  an  offensive  it  is  often 
iitcessary  to  work  into  tlie  early  hours  of  the  morning  to  leave 
41  clean  sheet  for  the  following  day.  The  usual  procedure  is  as 
follows: — On  the  death  or  evacuation  of  a  patient  the  ward 
orderly  hands  over  to  the  ward  master  a  "Dorothy  bag"  con- 
taining all  items  of  intrinsic  or  sentimental  value,  and  after  col- 
Jecting  .and  verifying  tertain  parfciculaiis,  the  waild  master 
hands  over  the  whole  to  the  Quartermaster.  It  then  becomes 
necessary  to  make  a  complete  list  on  a  special  Army  form  of  all 
articles  and  money  belonging  to  the  deceased  or  evacuated 
officer  or  man.  The  day's  kits,  each  in  a  separate  labelled  bag, 
*re  placed  in  a 'sack  and  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General's 
office  at  the  base,  from  whom  a  receipt  ia  received  in  due  course. 
It  will  be  readily  understood  that  in  times  of  pressure  mortality 
is  often  high,  and  the  number  of  effects  in  consequence  highly 
augmented.  Owing  to  the  condition  in  which  many  arrive,  the 
work  is  most  objectionable. 

Vicissitudes  of  a  Quartermaster's  Life. 

A  Quartermaster's  life  would  be  quite  a  passable  one  were 
the  unit  to  remain  stationary,  but,  with  usual  luck,  things  just 
become  settled  wnen  the  order  comes  to  move.  This  is  a 
colossal  business,  and  with  field  ambulances,  horse  transport, 
which  is  limited,  has  to  suffice,  but  with  C.C.S.'s,  when  the 
unit  movea  any  distance,  a  train  is  supplied,  but  for  ehort 
distances  the  unit's  motor  lorries  do  the  work.  Should  the 
former  means  of  transport  be  imperative,  it  faUs  to  tho  lot 
of  the  Q.M.  to  work  out  the  number  of  trucks,  open  and  closed, 
etc.,  that  will  be  required.  The  whole  business  of  entraining, 
travelling,  unloading,  and  fixing  up  the  new  camp  takes  place 
again,  and  presumably  will  continue  to  do  so  to  the  end  of 
the  war.  When  a  unit  is  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  a  town 
or  village,  tho  personnel  is  billeted.  The  Q.M.  here  sees  the 
Area  Commandant  and  inter\'iews  the  inhabitants  of  the 
prospective  billets,  and  before  leavin;^  makes  out  the  necessary 
Army  form  for  payment.  Taking  hfe  generally,  summer  un- 
doubtedly offers  a  better  time,  with  far  less  worry,  for  in  winter 
ooal  and  oil  present  a  very  difficult  problem — with  tho  stoves 
•nd  allowance  of  fuel  provided  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep 
tents  warm;  huts,  when  occupied,  arc  more  easily  provided 
for.  The  Quartermaster  soon  develops  into  a  tough-skinned 
individual,  and  keenly  businesslike.  He  is  rarely  popular,  pro- 
motion is  very  plow,  and  distinction  a  thing  almost  unheard  of, 
for,  after  all,  "He's  only  the  Quarter  bioke,"  but  he  does 
see  life,  and  is  the  only  indispensable  officer  of  his  imit. 


Hardening  of  Water-Glass  Paints. 

Water-glass  paints,  n/cording  t^  a  German  patent,  can  be 
hardened  and  rendered  waterproof  and  weatherproof  by  mixing 
with  an  alkali  bicarbonate  or  other  substance  yieldinf^  carbon 
dioxide  on  heating.  They  are  heated  just  before  use.  The 
finely  divided  silicic  acid  which  separates  out  uniformly  gives 
increased  viscosity  to  the  mixture.  Twelve  hours  after  applica- 
lion  the  coating  is  firm  and  impervious. 


PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY  COMPETITION 


REPORT   ON  THE    EXERCISE   FOR   LAST  MONTH. 


Marks  have  been  awarded  for  la.st  month'.s  work  as  follows : — 

Oro   

Candid   

Xanthine   

Kubidium  

Spes  

Angiosperm  

James  

P.  P.  E  

Anonymous   

A.P  

Cliamomile   


94 

W.  G.  K  

52 

88 

J.  C.  N  

51 

87 

86 

4f 

83 

46 

79 

69 

8.  t)  

31 

65 

W.  E.  F  

27 

60 

20 

57 

A.  C.  H,  Y  

8 

52 

On  this  occasion  the  fir.st  prize  is  won  by  Mr.  F.  Whalley,  Hyde, 
and  tho  second  jwize  by  Mr.  R.  B.  B.  Rigby,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne.  These  two  competitors  will  receive  prizes  of  books  pub- 
lished at  lOs.  6d.  and  6s.  respectively  if  they  will  let  the  Editor 
know  by  December  12  what  books  they  would  like  to  have,  and 
will  send  declarations,  signed  by  pharmaoist.?,  that  they  are 
unqualified. 

The  powder  set  for  analysis  consisted  of: — 

Strontium  Carbonate    60  parts 

Chrome  (Potassium)  Alum  (Hydratod)   ...    40  parts 
Minute  traces  of  ammonia,  iron,  chlorine,  and  sodimn  were  aUo 
present  as  impurities. 

Tlie  principal  difficulty  experienced  was,  a.s  might  have  been 
expected,  in  proving  that  potassium  was  present  as  a  principal 
constituent,  and  sixteen  competitors  either  missed  it  altogether 
or  reported  it  present  merely  as  an  impurity.  It  is,  no  dovibt, 
now  somewhat  more  difficult  to  confirm  potassium  than  in 
normai  times,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  platinum 
chloride,  but  in  this  case  the  potassium  sulphate  could  easily 
have  been  separated  and  roughly  weighed  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  present  in  more  than  traces.  The  other  in- 
gredients presented  no  particular  difficulty,  and  were  detected 
by  the  majority  of  the  competitors.  The  quantitative  work  was 
not  well  done  on  the  whole,  only  seven  competitors  obtaining 
more  than  half  marks  in  this  section,  although  the  determination 
of  the  carbonate  was  quite  a  simple  matter,  and  merely  involved 
boiling  the  mixture  witli  an  excess  of  volumetric  acid,  filtering 
and  titrating  back  with  standard  alkali.  Nine  competitors  gave 
as  principal  ingredients  one  or  more  substances  Which  were 
absent  or  were  only  present  in  traces. 

Notes  to  Individual  Competitoes. 
Oeo. — Very  good,  especially  considci-ing  that  this  is  only  the 
second  tune  you  have  competed.    Your  magnesium  was  pro- 
bably a   trace  of    strontiimi    whicih    escaped    precipitation  in 
Group  IV. 

Candid. — Congratulations  on  having  done  so  very  mucli  laetter 
than  last  time.  No  manganese  was  present,  and  the  mixtui-e 
was  not  "acid  to  litmus";  also  your  report  might  be  a  little 
moie  tidy.    Very  good,  on  the  whole,  however. 

X.\NTHINE. — ^The  potassium  was  much  more  than  a  trace,  as 
you  will  see,  and  no  appreciable  magnesium  or  aluminium  was 
present.  A  hack  titration  which  results  in  such  a  small  difference 
titration  as  2  C.c.  is  to  be  avoided ;  it  would  have  been  better 
to  use  decinormal  solutions  in  this  case,  in  spite  of  the  greater 
difficulty  in  seeing  the  exact  end  point. 

Rubidium.— I  am  surprised  that  you  missed  the  potassium 
iiltogether;  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  error  you  would  have 
done  very  well  indeed. 

Spes. — Yoiu-  quantitative  result  was  very  low.  Litmus  is 
now  almost  entirely  superseded  by  methyl  orange  and 
phenolphthalein,  and  in  this  case  it  would  have  been  preferaible 
to  use  methyl  orange,  after  diluting  somewhat  to  diminish  the 
green  colour.  Also  volumetric  solutions  employed  in  modem 
analytical  chemistry  are  almost  invariably  normal  or  some  frac- 
tion of  this  strength,  and  it  they  are  not  exact  a  factor  i3_  used  ; 
the  practice  of  using  .solutions  having  no  definite  relation  to 
normal  has  been  universally  abandoned  by  all  up-to-date 
chemists.  Apart  from  your  error  with  respect  to  the  potassium, 
the  remainder  of  your  report  was  quite  good. 

Angiosperm. — Your  method  for  determining  the  chromium 
cannot  be  recommended,  since  the  use  of  potassiiun  nitrate 
results  in  free  nitric  acid  being  present  in  the  solution  titi-ated 
with  ferrous  ammonium  sulphate.  Sodium  peroxide  may  bo 
use<l,  but  even  then  the  excess  must  be  removed  by  evaporation 
to  dryness  after  dissolving  the  melt  in  water.  It  was  hardly 
correct  to  say  tliat  tho  salt  was  practically  insoluble  in  water, 
although  much  of  tho  chromium  had  probably  been  rendered 
in.soluble  by  interaction  ivith  the  strontium  carbonate.  You 
should  search  for  impurities. 
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James  —Much  more  than  a  traoo  of  sulphate  was  present  and 
you  shoulil  not  liavo  missed  the  potassium  altoget,her.    \  our 
quantitative  result  was  rather  liigh;  reau  remarks  t«  Spes 
on  volumetric  solutions;  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  details  ot  tlie 
standardisation  of  sohitions.  liowever.  ,  ,  .,  .  .  . , 

P  F  E.— You  sJiould  give  rather  Jnore  detail  m  some  ot  tJie 
tests  for  example,  in  the  turmeric  paper  test  for  borate.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  fuse  the  Group  III.  precipitate  with  sodium 
peroxide,  buit  merely  to  Iboil  with  a  solution.  You  used  much 
too  little  a«id  in  the  volumetric  determination,  consequently 
your  result  was  quite  erroneous,  while  you  also  made  a  serious 
erroar  in  calculation. 

Anonymous.— You  should  put  your  name  and  address  on  your 
report.  You  gave  no  proper  preliminary  examination;  if  pos- 
sible, read  the  series  of  articles  which  appeared  in  the  Joui-nal 
about  two  years  ago.  Your  quantitative  result  was  very  high, 
and  it  is  rather  better  to  ta,bulate  the  Group  examination  for 
metals.    You  should  also  summaiise  yoiw  results. 

A.  iF.— The  substance  was  not  completely  insoluble  in  water, 
and  your  preliminary  examination  and  examination  for  acids 
were  both  very  incomplete.  Read  remarks  to  "Anonymous." 
Your  quantitative  result  was  very  high,  ibut  the  reason  is  not 
apparent. 

Chamomile. — Why  did  you  not  test  for  borate  and  phospliate 
in  the  preliminary 'examination?  It  was  unfortunate  that  you 
missed  the  strontium,  but  in  any  case  your  quantitative  result  was 
much  too  high;  are  you  sure  that  your  permanganate  solution 
was  correct? 

W.  G.  K. — The  substance  was  iiot  "insoluble  in  water,"  but 
partially  snhible,  and  you  must  test  for  phosphate  in  the  pre- 
liminary exaanination.  Also  do  not  fuse  the  Group  III.  precipi- 
tate to"  oxidise  chromium,  but  boil  it  with  water  and  sodium 
peroxide  or  witli  sodiiun  hydroxide  solution  and  hydrogen  per- 
oxide. Your  assumption  that  the  strontium  was  wholly  present 
as  sulphate  was  quite  tmjustifiable,  and,  of  course,  rendered  your 
method  of  determining-  the  sulphate  hopelessly  wrong. 

J.  C.  N.— You  should  test  for  borate  in  the  preUminary 
exajnination,  and  you  did  not  mention  the  evolution  of  water  on 
heating  in  a  dry  tube.  Your  quantitative  result  was  very  low, 
and  you  should  have  removed  the  excess  of  sodium  peroxide 
before  titrating,  by  evaporating  almost  to  dryness.  It  seems 
possible  that  you  did  not  use  sufficient  peroxide,  as  otherwise 
your  result  might  have  been  expected  to  be  too  high. 

Mason. — You  shoidd  not  have  attempted  to  titrate  the 
strontium  carbonate  directly,  but  have  added,  an  excess  of  acid, 
boiled  and  titrated  back.  It  seems  probable  that  your  sodium 
carbonate  contained  appreciable  cliloride;  you  had  better  test 
it  for  this  impuritj-.  Read  remarks  to  other  competitors  on 
several  other  points. 

Borate. — There  is  no  need  to  give  so  much  detail ;  you  can 
be  much  more  concise  with  advantage.  For  instance,  there  is 
not  the  least  need  to  describe  how  a  borax  bead  is  made.  The 
preliminary  tests  are  better  arranged  in  columns  under  such 
headings  as  "  Test,"  "  Obsei-ved,"  "  Inference."  You  should 
not  use  the  imperative  or  subjunctive  moods  in  speaking  of 
what  you  did  or  what  happened,  and  in  tlie  Group  tests  for 
metals  you  should  say  plainly  \\hother  you  obtained  a  precipitate 
or  not;  what  "may"  happen  is  of  no  consequence.  In  the 
quantitative  determination  you  used  far  too  large  an  excess  of 
acid,  and  also  failed  to  boil,  with  the  result  that  some  of  the 
strontium  carbonate  was  probably  not  acted  upon.  Y''our  tests 
for  acids  were  very  incomplete,  and  no  hydroxide  was  present. 
Do  not  be  discouraged,  however,  your  mistakes  arc  obviously 
mostly  due  to  inexperience. 

Nai'HTHOL. — Read  remarks  to  "  Anonymous  "  respecting  the 
preliminary  examination,  and  to  "  W.  G.  K."  regarding  the 
fusion  of  the  Group  III.  precipitate.  Your  so-called  proof  of 
the  presence  of  fhioniium  hydroxide  was  really  none  whatever, 
as  the  water  obtained  on  heating  was  derived  from  the  water 
of  crystallisation  of  the  chrome  alum.  Y''ou  must  be  much  more 
careful  about  drawing  rash  deductions.  Also  do  not  use  the 
word  "  hydrate  "  as  a  synonym  for  "  hydroxide,"  its  use  in  this 
way  is  now  quite  obsolete  except  in  out-of-date  text-Dooks. 
Your  quantitative  work  is  unintelligible,  as  the  normal  sodium 
hydroxide  used  exceeded  the  normal  .suHjhuric  acid,  whereas  the 
reverse  should,  of  course,  have  been  the  case. 

Organic. — You  did  not  tost  for  borate  in  the  preliminary 
examination,  and  it  was  not  necessan,-  to  evaporate  to  dryness 
before  Group  III.  since  you  had  already  tested  for  organic  matter 
in  the  preliminary  examination.  You  did  not  properly  confiriii 
the  carbonate;  the  fact  that  a  mixture  effervesces  on  treating 
with  acid  docs  not  prove  that  the  gas  evolved  is  carbon-dioxide. 

S.  D. — You  should  have  tested  for  borate  in  the  preliminary 
tests,  and  your  proof  of  carbonato  was  quite  insufficient.  Read 
remark  to  "  Organic."  Your  greatest  need  at  present  is 
evidently  much  more  practice  in  observation. 


W.  iR.  i\ — Your  preliminary  examination  wa.s  ^erv  deficient. 
Read  remarks  to  other  competitors.  No  phosphate  was  presfent. 
in  spite  of  the  tests  you  say  you  obtained,  and  your  quantitative- 
result  was  extremely  low,  this  being  probably  due  to  your  havinu 
omitted  to  boil  with  tlie  acid  as  you  should  have  done. 

Energy. — You  gave  no  tests  for  borate  and  pliospliato  in  the 
preliminary  examination,  and  your  proofs  for  carbonate  and 
sulphate  were  quite  insxiffieient.  You  must  be  much  more 
careful  altogether  ;  you  did  not  do  so  well  this  month  as  ii. 
the  first  competition  of  the  series. 

A.  C.  H.  Y.— You  have  made  a  large  numljer  of  mistakes, 
most  of  which  have  been  commented  upon  above;  you  hao. 
better  read  through  all  the  remarks  to  the  other  competitor? 
very  carefullv.  > 
 ^  

EXERCISE  FOR  THIS  MONTH. 


I  

Identify  the  given  chemical  substance,  and  »a;.-  whether  it; 
complies  with  the  tests  of  the  British  PharmacopcEia,,  1914  (omr  - 
ting,  however,  limit  tests  for  lead  and  arsenic  if  such  are 
prescribe  dJ. 

Applications  for  the  material  provided,  together  ^^  ith  stamped 
addres.sed  envelopes,  must  be  rec'cived  by  the  Editor  not  later 
than  December  13,  and  reports  on  the  work  must  !x-  sent  in  no" 
later  than  December  28. 


SCIENTIFIC   AND  TECHNICAL. 


The  Fire-holding  Capacity  of  Tobacco. 

This  phrase  refers  to  the  length  of  time  the  leaf  or  cigar  will 
continue  to  glow  after  ignition.  A  cigar  tobacco  must  have 
primarily  a  good  fire-holding  capacity,  and  for  this  reason  thi» 
has  been  the  main  criterion  in  judging  the  bum  of  cigar 
tiobaooo.  Experiments  with  various  axtificial  manure.'}  have 
shown  that  the  alkali  carbonates  of  caesium,  rubidium,  and 
potassium  have  a  marked  effect  in  promoting  the  fire-holding 
capacity.  The  relative  efficiency  of  these  salts  is  in  the  order 
given.  Sodium  and  lithium  carbonates  have  no  effect.  Potas- 
sium oxalate  and  citrate  are  the  only  oxalate  and  citraAe  of 
those  tried  which  are  effective.  Many  organic  salts  of  potas- 
sium, KfiO,,  K3PO,,,  KjHPO,,  and  K,SO^,  improve  the  fire- 
holding  capacity,  while  KCl,  KHSG,,  and  KH^PO^  are  injurious. 
NaoCOj  is  beneficial,  while  all  other  sodium  salts  are  eitlier 
neutral  or  injurious  in  their  effect.  It  is  suggested  that  th« 
beneficial  salts  have  a  specific  catalytic  action  in  the  combustion 
and  that  the  chlorides  have  a  negative  catalytic  action. — H.  JR. 
Craybill  (Bot.  Gazette,  LXIV.,  42,  1917). 


Kava-Kava,  B.P.,  1914. 

It  has  always  appeared  strange  to  the  author  tJiat  kava-kava 
has,  until  no^\',  been  left  out  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  As  far  back 
as  1891  he  had  tried  it  with  success  in  a  case  of  septic  cystitis 
"wihich  had  resisted  all  eflorts  to  improve  the  septicity  of  the 
bladder  and  urine.  The  remedy  was  almost  at  once  beneficial. 
The  most  convenient  form  for  internal  administration  is  the 
o.'ficial  liquid  extract.  The  local  action  of  kava  in  solution 
is  that  it  first  irritates  sensor}-  nerve-endings  in  the  skin  and 
mucous  membranes,  and  then  depresses  them,  in  much  th& 
same  way  as  cocaine,  but  the  painful  effect  of  its  initial  action, 
i-enders  it  unsuitable  for  anaesthetising  nuuous  surfaces. 
Internally,  it  is  an  aromatic  bitter,  and  mudi  like  pepper. 
The  resins  have  a  stimulatiaig  and  antiseptic  action  on  tli* 
urinary  system,  causing  diuresis  by  stimulating  t!io  renal 
epithelium,  and  leading  to  increase  in  the  urinary  si  cretion. 
At  the  same  time,  the  antiseptic  action  exerted  by  tin-  rosina 
tends  to  reduce  or  abolish  organismal  growth  in  the  uiiiiary 
tract  and  to  sterilise  the  urine.  In  cases  of  subacute  .ind 
chronic  affections  of  the  urinary  passages  it  will  be  foun<l  of 
distinct  service.  Its  use  in  acute  cases  is  tmdesirable.  Chronic 
pyelitis,  cystitis,  prostatitis,  and  urethritis,  which  have  passed 
the  acute  stage,  will  be  materially  improved  by  suitable  dosee 
of  the  liquid  extract,  and  ordinary  bacteriuria,  occurring  as  it 
so  often  does  unassociated  for  a  time  with  inflamma'ory 
reaction,  will  be  found  to  yield  to  the  systematic  use  of  ka^'*. 
Kava  is  excreted  in  part  by  the  glands  of  the  skin,  and  exeicisea 
a  stimulating  action  on  these  glands.  From  time  to  time  it 
happens  that  an  over-iiimulaticn  of  the  cutaneous  glands  take* 
place,  with  the  result  that  a  rash  develojjs  of  a  ratlier  unplea.saut 
character:  its  occurrence,  however,  is  relatively  infrequent,  and 
need  in  no  wav  deter  one  from  using  suoh  a  valuable  agent 
as  kava  undouhtedlv  is.— John  Orr,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  Edin 
(J>rf»crihrr,  October.  1917.  131). 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


A MEETING  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  held  at  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  December  5,  Mr. 
Edmund  White,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C,  in  the  chaix. 
Present: — Messrs.   Bilson,    Campkin,    Cu£E,  Guxrie, 
F.  J.  Gibson,  W.  H.  Gibson,  Gififord,  Guthrie,  Hagon,  Har- 
rington, Hines,  Jenkin,  Keall,  Neathercoat,  Parry  RovvseJl, 
Sargeant,  Skinner,  and  Young. 

Tlio  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  Xoreniber  7  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Absentee. 

A  letter  of  apology  for  absence  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
X>eakiii. 

Restoration  to  the  Society. 

One  person  was  restored  to  the  Society  on  payment  of  tJie 
■current  year's  subscription  (vide  Appendix,  A). 

Restoration  to  the  Register. 

One  person  was  restored  to  the  Register  (vide  Appendix,  B). 

Addition  to  the  Register. 

Under  Reciprocity  Provision  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1908:— 
Shelley,  Frederick  Farey,  London. 

Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  Seceetabt  reported  that  twenty -five  persons  had  been 
registered  as  apprentices  or  students  since  the  previous  Council 
meeting  {vide  Appendix,  C). 

Correspondence. 

The  following  communications  were  received,  and  referred 
^bere  necessary  to  tiie  appropriate  Committees: — 

1.  From  a  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists  asking  the  support 
■of  the  Society  in  bringing  pressure  upon  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions  to  release  tin  plates  for  the  manufacture  of  ointment 
tins. 

The  Council  directed  that  the  firm  in  question  should  be  recom- 
mended to  approach  the  Insurance  Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

2.  From  the  University  of  Bristol  intimating  that  the  term 
of  office  of  the  Society's  representative  on  the  Court  of  the 
University  has  expired,  and  asking  thai  the  necessary  steps 
should  be  taken  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  was  renominated  for  the  vacancy. 

3.  From  the  Privy  Council  Office  transmitting  an  Order  of 
Coiuncil  approving  examiners  for  the  purposes  of  the  Pliarmacy 
Ac*,  1868,  for  the  year  1918. 

4.  From  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Association  drawing  attention 
to  the  position  of  pharmacists  in  the  Volunteer  Field  Ambulance. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Jja-w  Committee. 

5.  From  the  Conjoint  Examining  Board  fonvarding  copy  of 
revised  regulations  relating  to  the  Preliminary  Examination  in 
General  Education. 

6.  From  the  West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Essex 
District  Association  of  Pharmacists  conveying  a  resolution  urging 
the  Council  to  institute  an  examination  in  bacteriology,  to 
restrict  the  title  of  bacteriologist  exclusively  to  candidates  pass- 
ing that  examination,  and  to  divide  the  Society's  quahfyiiig 
examination.   This  was  referred  to  the  School  Committee. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  TeeaoCBEB,  in  moving  that  the  report  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee  (vide  Appendix,  E)  be  received 
■and  adopted,  intimated  that  the  accounts  were  all  of  the  usual 
_  character,  and  the  report  called  for  no  special  comment.  He  was 
glad  to  say  that  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  in  a  flourishing  and 
most  excellfjnt  condition. 

Mr.  Sabgeant  remarked  that  he  tnisted  members  of  the 
Society  would  ncrt  infer  that  because  the  Benevolent  Fund  was 
so  prosperous  there  was  less  need  to  support  it.  They  must 
make  provision  for  probably  greater  demands  on  the  Fund  in 
the  near  future. 

Messrs.  Skinner  and  Rowsell  expressed  similar  views,  and 
the  Treasurer,  in  reply,  assured  the  Council  that  he  folt  that  the 
statement  of  the  facts  which  it  was  his  duty  to  give  would  not 
in  any  way  militate  against  the  continuity  and  augmentation  of 
th<»  r*!venue  for  the  Fund. 

The  Tv^Tt  waa  adopted. 


Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Speaking  on  the  motion  that  tho  report  and  recommendations 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  (vide  Appendix,  F)  be 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  grants  ma<le,  Mr.  BiLSON 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  following  donations  and  special 
contributions :  — 

Donations. 

£  a.  d. 

A.   Goldthorpe,  Plumstead   10  10  0 

Dorset  County  Pharmacists'  AssooiaAion    5    5  0 

J.  Young  and  Sons,  Leicesiter   5   5  0 

Anonymous   5    5  0 

Special  Contributions. 
Bournemouth  Pharmaoeutioal  Association,  Amouiit 

in  Collecting  Box    3   5  2 

A  collection  from  the  Hull  Pharmacists,  per  the 

Ti-easurer  of  the  Local  Association    2  12  b 

East  Anglia  Federation  of  Pharmacists,  collected 

ait  a  meeting  at  Ipswich   2   3  6 

Monmouth  Pharmacists'  Association    110 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists    110 

H.  R.  Lowither,  Mumbles,  Proceeds  of  Weighing 

Machine   1  0  0 

Bolton  Pbarm'aciats'  Aesooiiation,  collected  at  their 

monthly  Meeting   0  17  6 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association,  aanount  in  Collecting 

Box    0   7  6 

Referring  to  the  remarks  on  the  prosperity  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  Mr.  BlLSON  added  that  he  had  no  fear  whatever  that  the 
knowledge  of  that  fact  would  aibate  the  support  to  the  Fund. 
It  was  certain  that  in  the  course  of  reconstruction  after  the 
war  special  demands  would  be  made  upon  the  Fund,  and  as  an 
instance  of  what  might  be  expected  he  cited  a  case  before  the 
Committee  at  the  previous  day's  meeting,  when  they  had  recom- 
mended a  grant  for  the  purchase  of  an  invalid  dhair  for  a  man 
suffering  from  spinal  complaint. 

Consequential  resolutions  were  passed  authorising  payments 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Society's  orphans,  and  to  the 
annuitants  to  be  elected  this  month. 

The  report  was  adopted 

Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  {vide  Appendix,  G), 
the  President,  alluding  to  the  teaching  of  micro-biology  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  School  course,  explained  that  it  had  been 
remitted  to  Professors  Greenish  and  Smith  to  prepare  a  con- 
structional working  sclheme  which  would  be  submitted  to  the 
next  meeting  of  Council.  As  regards  tlie  overture  from 
Northumberland  that  the  Council  should  support  Chambers 
of  Commeroo  in  agitating  for  tho  compulsory  adoption  of 
the  metric  system,  whidh  evidently  included  a  decimal  coinage, 
quite  apart  from  the  question  of  the  merits  of  the  metric 
system,  which  was  a  contentious  one,  the  Committee  did  not 
consider  it  opportune  to  press  for  compulsion  in  wartime 
Wiitli  reference  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Institute  of  Che- 
mistry should  be  approached  with  a  view  to  secure  recogni- 
tion by  it  of  the  Major  Examination  as  an  intermediate  step 
t-)  the  A. I.e.  qualification^  that  was  impracticable,  because 
the  Institute  prescribed  a  curriculum,  and  therefore  could  not 
accept  an  examination  per  se.  As  the  Council  was  aware,  the 
whole  subject  of  a  sclheme  for  the  institution  of  a  compulsory 
curriculum  was  receiving  their  systematic  attention,  but  inas- 
much as  any  scheme  they  might  devise  was  bound  to  be  pro- 
foundly affected  by  the  State  reconstruction  of  the  whole  system 
of  secondary  education,  which  was  likely  to  afford  facilities 
for  that  purpose,  which  the  Society  had  'not  the  means  to 
supply,  they  must  await  developments.  If  the  Government 
scheme  were  going  to  give  every  boy  and  girl  access  to  suitable 
cla-sses  for  scientific  education,  the  Society's  scheme  should  be 
such  as  to  allow  them  to  take  full  advantage  of  these  facilities. 

Mr.  Sabgeant  expressed  regreA  that  the  Committee  had  jnot 
seen  its  way  to  recommend  the  Council  to  associate  the  Society 
with  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  promoting  the  compulsory 
adoption  of  the  metric  system,  which  was  now  current  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  the  civilised  world,  and  should  cer- 
tainly be  incorporated  in  any  scheme  of  British  Irnperial  re- 
construction.   If  the  ."Society  had  been  taking  the  initiative,  the 
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present  t.iiiio  might  not  be  opportune  to  press  for  the  change; 
but  when  there  was  a  gen-eral  niovonient  in  its  favour,  the 
Society  miglit  advantaigeously  have  Supported  it.  He  did  not 
think  there  ■v\'as  any  country  in  the  world  where  there  was 
such  an  ar»omaloas  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coinage. 

Mr.  Cami'KIN  maintained  that  the  metric  sy8t<>m  was  not  a 
readily  adaptable  or  convenient  oiie,  and  in  any  case  tlie 
proposal  was  of  too  serious  a  nature  to  ibe  settled  olF-'hand. 

Mr.  RowSKLL  said  ho  could  not  congratulate  the  Committee 
on  their  attitude  towards  the  subject.  The  Society  ought  to 
be  abreast  of  the  times  ;  and  ho  could  conceive  of  no  objection 
to  itho  Ckiuncil  allying  itself  with  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
promoting  this  refonr.. 

Mr.  HiNES,  who  rel'at*^!  a  recent  personal  experience  of  the 
(lisoropanciee  of  the  existing  system,  endorsed  Mr.  Rowsell's 
\-iews  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hagon  referred  to  the  trading  difficulties  entailed  in 
Iho  dift'orenco  between  British  standards  of  measure  and 
capacity  and  those  of  Continental  nations,  ^and  was  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  decimal  system  could  be  most  appropriately 
introduced  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  YouNd  .said  that  wliiile  agreeing  (that  i-t  would  be  wise 
to  discard  the  iprasent  system,  he  considered  that  it  was  in- 
expedioBt  to  press  for  a  clliange  in  the  meantime,  especially  as 
they  knew  that  the  attempt  made  by  the  General  Medical 
Counoil  in  the  1914  Pharmacopoeia  to  foist  the  system  on  the 
medical  .and  phai-miaceutical  professions  had  been  ignored. 

Mr.  Guthrie  tliought  it  had  been  overlooked  that  the  Com- 
mit/tee  did  not  bind  themselves  to  tihe  present  srystem.  The 
l)Osition  wias  that  they  decidi^d  against  oommittiing  the  Society 
to  the  policy  of  immediate  Parliamentary  action,  which  would 
certainly  b©  premature  until  tlie  Government  department 
which  was  dealing-  -with  the  subject  had  repor+cd. 

The  President,  in  reviewing  the  discussion,  said  he  feared 
there  had  been  some  [misunderstanding  over  the  matter.  Tlie 
actual  issue,  as  Mr.  Guthrie  had  indicated,  was  whether  the 
Council  should  commit  itself  to  a,  definite ,  course  of  action, 
and  it  would  be  premature  to  do  so  until  through  the  inedium 
of  the  Local  Associations ,  and  otherwise  they  ascertained  the 
views  of  memlbers  of  the  Society.  Taking  the  metric  system 
on  its  merits,  it  had  two  fundamental  defects — the  first  being 
that  contrary  to  the  original  belief  it  was  based  not  on  « 
natural  but  on  an  arbitrary  datum ;  and  secondly,  it  was  in- 
convenient and  often  ^  unworkable  in  practice.  w"heroas  the 
existing  British  system,  with  all  its  drawbacks,  was  most  con- 
venient, esfijecially  as  to  its  units.  It  was  true  that  it  was  less 
suitable  for  international  trading  and  otliev  pur-poses,  and 
there  was  a  case  for  discuission  as  to  the  advantages  of  adopt- 
ing a  decimal  currency,  which  might  also  simplify  education 
in  arithmetic  and  give  the  student  a.  shorter  out  to  the  higher 
mathematics.  He  was  convinced  that  the  Committee  had 
decided  wisely.  They  were  not  unsympathetic,  but  the  issue 
was  one  of  national  expediency. 

Mr.  Saroeant  imoved,  and  Mr.  Ctjff  seconded,  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  back  to  the  Conunittee.  but  on  being  put  to 
the  vote  the  motion  wias  lost,  and  the  report,  which  had  been 
put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  passed. 

Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Pi-esident,  the  report  of  the  f'omniittpe 
wan  p>it.  paragrai)h  by<  para.gra)ih,  and  i).assed. 

Appointment  of  Superintendents  of  Written  Examinations. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  Superint<-ndents  of 
Written  Examinations  :  — 

IiONDON-  Edmund  WHi  rr:. 

Edinbi  roh  .Tamps  Nesiu  r. 

JIanchester  Hahry  Kkjip. 


Deputy. . .  .Harry  Moon. 
Deputy. ..  .Donald  McEwan. 
Deputy. ..  .CiiAiiLES  Swinx. 


Proposed  Addition  to  the  Poison  Schedule. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  the  Vick- 
Pkesident,  it  was  resolved:  — 

That,  by  virtue,  and  in  exercise  of,  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
by  the  Pliarmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the  Poisons  and 
I'harmacy  Act,  1908,  the  said  (Council  does  hereby  resolve 
and  declare:  — 

That  the  Schedule  to  the  last-named  Act  be  amended  by 
transferring  the  foUo^ring  articles  from  Part  2  thereof  to 
Part  1  thereof  :  — 

Diethyl-Barbituric  Acid,  and  other  alkyl,  aryl,  or 
metallic  derivatives  of  barbituric  acid,  whether  de- 
.scribed  as  veronal.  pr(>ponal,  medinal,  or  by  any  other 
trade  name,  mark,  or  designation  ;  and  all  ix>isonous 
ui'cthanes  and  uieide-. 


The  President  explained  that  the  resolution  would,  aocordiuK 
to  statutory  procedure,  be  forwarded  to  the  Privy  Counoil,  and 
that  it  was  the  outcome  of  conimunioations  on  the  subject  of 
fatal  poisoning  by  veronial  and  some  of  the  other  suibstanoes 
named,  which  had  been  received  from  coroners  through  the 
Privy  Council.  The  .effect  of  the  transfer  of  these  oompoiundB 
from  Part  2  to  Part  1  of  the  Schedule  would  be  to  stop  their 
promiscuous  sale  4is  commercial  articles,  and  confine  it  to 
lej^itimate  channels  by  medical  prescription. 

This  concliuded  the  public  business.  The  next  meeting  ot 
Council  taeks  place  on  January  9,  1318. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORTS   AND   LISTS    REFERRED   TO   IN  THE 
PROCEEDINGS    OF  COUNCIL. 

A.— Restoration  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  following  pei-son  Wias  restored  to  the  Register  of 
Chemists  and  D.i-uggists  :  — 

Law,  James;  22,  Gold  Street,  Stepney,  London,  E. 

B.— Addition  to  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Shelley,  Frederick  Farey;  Londou. 

C— Registration  as  Apprentices  or  Students. 

The  following  have  been  registered:  — 

Hendry,  B^reflerick  W.  F.;  Abcrdsert' 
Hohly,  Ida  Gertrude  ;  Finchley 
Hone,  Archibald  ;  Chichester 
Liggins,  Doris  J.;  Bath 
Lunn,  Richard  Arthur;  Ilkley 
McBain,  Jeannie ;  Aberdeen 
Morris,  Haydn  W. ;  Mountain  Ash 
PuUen,  Elsie;  Falham 
Reeves, Olive  Barratt;  Finsbury  Park 
Thomas,  James  Jeffrey ;  Coventry 
Thompson,  Katherine  G. ;  Mile  End. 
Wilkinson,  W.  V. ;  East  Bridgford 
Wolverhampton 

E. 


Aitchison,  Margaret ;  Glasaow 
Anderson,  John  Melvin;  Bainsford 
Barber,  Grace  Pasteur  ;  Ashbourne 
Benson,  Alan  F.;  Exeter. 
Boultoii,  Beryl;  Stanford-Ie  Hope 
Broad,  Leslie  Redvers;  Bath 
Clarke,  Stella;  Coventry 
Combe,  Margaret ;  Leith 
Comber,  William  ;  Kentish  Town 
Davison,  Ada;  ShefBeld 
Goode,  Reginald  Charles  :  Poplar 


Gould,  Frederick;  Bolton 

Williams,  Margaret; 

Report  ot  Finance  Committee. 

Tuesday,  Dccrmber  4,  1917. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  in  the  chair. 
Present : — Messrs.  Bilson,  Guthrie,  Harrington,  and  Hines. 
The  Secretary  stdimitted  the  following  financiaJ  statement: — 

4    B.  d 

144   0  5 


General  Fund :— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Receipts  since  the  last  meeting: — 
Penalties  and  Costs 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Publications 

Bank  Interest   

Subscriptions   

Registration  Fees   

Restoration  Fees  

Deposit   

School  of  Pharmacy 


,  £106   7  10 
131   9  1 


5 

.  28 
..  44 

2 

..1,000 
..  18 


Rent  43 


1.378  11  2 


£1,522  11  7 

Payments  ordered  at  the  last  meeting   1,016  3  10 

 £506  7  9 


Balance 


Benevolent  Fond  (Current  Account) ;  - 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting. . 
Received  since  the  last  meeting — 

Subscriptions    £90  1 

Ground  rent   ..       ..  ..      118  15 

Rent  of  land   3  10 


£   B.  d. 

968   3  D 


212   6  S 


Payments  during  the  month  ordered 
at  the  last  meeting  ot  the  Council 


Balance 


Benevolent  Fiind  (Donation  Aooount):— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 

Orphan  Fund  :— 

Balance  at  the  last  Committee  Meeting 
Dividend  on  Consols  


£1,180  9 

6 

0 

6 

£  B. 

d. 

£937  3 

7 

£  B. 

d. 

.     £126  1 

1 

5  19 

4 

£132  0 

5 

The  payment  of  certain  accounts  amounting 
10s.  Id.  was  authorised. 


to  £1,932 
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F.— Report  of  Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

Tuesday,  December  4,  1917. 
Mr.  F.  E.  BllsoN  in  the  ohair. 
Present : —Messrs.  F.  J.  Gibson.  \V.  H.  Gibson,  Jenkin,  Keall, 
and  Pnrry. 

The  report  of  dhis  Committ-eo  inoLuded  tho  recomimendiation 
•:'  che  grants  to  the  amount  of  £108  10s.  in  the  following- 
■cisos:  — 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  drug-gist.  40. 
G'lasg-ow.     Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  memlber  and  subscriber  to  the  Fund.  54. 
Wheatley. 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  and  sub- 
scriber to  the  Fund.    63.  Southend. 

Widow  cf  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  81. 
Bromisigrove.     Had   previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  registere.l  cliemist  and  druggist.  73. 
Portsmouth.    Had  previous  grants. 

Widow  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  68. 
Pondeis  End.    Had  previous  grants. 

Reg-is.tered  chemist  and  druggist.  55.  Porlock.  Had 
ipreviou.s  grants. 

0.— Library,  Museum,  Scliool,  and  House  Committee. 

Tuesday,  December  4.  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Present: — Messrs.  Currie,  Parry,  Skinner,  and  Young. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

2.  The  School  staff  attended  and  reported  on  the  various 
cla.ssea  under  their  charge.  Reports  were  also  given  on  the 
work  proceeding  in  the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  research 
laboratories,  as  well  as  upon  the  work  done  by  the  Ransom 
Research  Fellow. 

After  consultation  with -the  professors  the  Committee  recom- 
mends that  the  School  close  for  the  Christmas  vacation  at 
5  ji.iTi.  oa  December  20  and  reopen  at  9  a.m.  on  January  9. 

The  Dean  reported  that  one  of  the  !Major  students  had  been 
called  up  for  military  service,  and  had  requested  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  resume  his  interrupted  course  on  his 
return  to  civil  life.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the 
re<iue3t  be  grant«d. 
/  3.  With  further  reference  to  the  teaching  of  micro-biology 
in  connection  with  the  Society's  educational  work,  the  Com- 
mittee discusse<I  certain  aspects  of  the  question  arising  out  of 
a  skeleton  syllabus  which  had  been  drafted  by  the  Dean  of  the 
School.  The  Committee  requested  the  Dean  and  Professor 
Smith  to  draft  a  complete  constructional!  scheme  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commitite«. 

4.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Society's  premises 
close  from  December  22,  at  2  p.m.,  to  December  27.  at  9  a.m. 

5.  The  Committee  recommends  that  700  copies  of  the  Official 
Calendar  and  1,100  copies  of  the  Registers  of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemi.sts  and  Chemists  and  Druggists  bo  ininted  for  the 
ensuing  year 

6.  The  Committee  considerad  the  following  remits  of  the 
Council : — 

(a*  That  the  Council  should  associate  itself  with  Chambers 
of  Commerce  in  petitioning  Parliament  to  introduce  an 
Act  to  make  compulsory  the  use  of  tho  metric  system  in 
our  coinage,  wc-ights  aJid  measures. 

(b)  That  steps  be  taken  to  arrange  a  curriculum  foi-  the 
Society's  examinations. 

((•)  That  the  Institute  of  Chemistrj-  bo  approached  with 
regard  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Major  Diploma  of  the 
Society  as  an  intermediate  .step  to  the  A.I.C.  qualifica- 
tion. 

After  discus.iion  it  was  recommended  that  the  Northumbcr- 
Jknd  County  Pharmacists'  Association,  from  which  the  resolu- 
ns  referred  to  emanated,  .should  be  informed  that  in  regard 
(a)  the  present  was  not  cnn.sidererl  to  be  an  ot,>portuiie  time 
pressing  for  Parliamentary  action  in  regard  to  changing 
coinage,   weight.^  or  measures  of  the  country ;    that  in 
r<l  to  (b)  it  should  be  pointed   out  that  the  matter  is 
ady  under  consideration  by  the  Societj-,  which  has  foi-mu- 
d  certain  proposals  for  consideratioTi  by  the  Board  of  Kdu- 
'on  ;  that  in  due  cours<i  tho  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to 
nge    a    .suitable    curriculum    for    the    examinations ;  that 
reference  to  ic)  it  should  be  poirrted  out  that  the  Institute 
Oheimistry  confines  its  recognition  in  connection  with  their 
lifying  f^xamination  to  training,  and  tliat  any  examination 
^rxymr)anip^J  by  a  compulsory  curriculum  of  study  and  piac. 
1  training  would  not  be  recognised  by  the  Institute  ;  until, 
efore,  a  definite  curriculum  has  been  established  in  connec- 


tion with  the  Society's  examiruitions,  it  would  not  a,ppea«-  to 
ibe  appropriate  to  take  tho  action  suggested  in  the  xesolution. 

7.  The  following  repoits  were  received  from  the  Librarian 
and  Curator:  — 

Repoht  of  the  LinuAniAN. 
Attendance  in  the  Library. 

Total.  Highest.  Lowest.  Average 

London  Library,  October   314       28         2  12 

Circulation  of  Books. 

Carriage 

Total.    Town.   Country.  Paid. 

London  Library,  October   175       114  68       £1  Is.  6d. 

Edinburgh  Library,  October  . .       303       175         128  5s.  6d. 

Donations  to  the  Lihrari/  in  London, 
University  of  Bristol — Calendar,  1917.    Society  of  Apothecaries, 
London— Catalogue  of  the  Library,  1913. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  Volume  1  of  Fryer  and 
Weston's  "  Tecihnical  Handbook  of  Oils,  Fats  and  Waxes"  bo 
purchased  for  the  Library  in  Edinburgh. 

Donation  to  the  Library  in  Edinburgh. 
University  of  Aberdeen— Calendar,  1917-18. 

Eepobt  of  the  Curator. 
Attendance  in  the  Museum. 

Total.       Highest.      Lowest.  Arerage. 
October    152  14  0  5 

H.— Parliamentary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Tuesday,  Dccnnber  4,  1917. 
Mr.  Edmund  White.  President,  in  the  cihair. 
Present : — Mes.srs.  Bilson,  Campkiii,  Cuff,  Currie,  Gibson,  F.  J. 
GifFord,    Guthrie,     Hagoai,     Harrnigtion,    Hines,  Jenkin,. 
Keall,   Neathercoat,   Parry,    RowseTl,   Sargeant,  Skinner,, 
and  Yoiuig. 

1.  The  minujtes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Local  A.ssociations  Exeeubive  Committee, 
as  annexed,  was  read,  and  the  various  paragraphs  were  fully 
explained  by  the  Vice-Pres: J  ::nt.  After  discussion,  the  report 
wias  received  and  adopted. 

3.  The  Secretaet  reijorted  on  the  steps  being  taken  by  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  in  reg-ard  to  Clause  39  of  the  National 
Insurance  (Amendment)  Bill.    The  Committee  approved. 

4.  Mr.  Caiipkin  reported  on  a  visit  he  had  paid,  alt  the 
request  of  the  President,  to  the  Food  Production  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
fixing  of  the  maximum  price  of  sidphate  of  copper.  He 
detailed  the  main  points  of  the  discussion  at  the  meeting  of 
manufacturers  and  dealens,  which  had  been  convened  by  the 
Direotor  of  Supplies,  and  intiimated  that,  as  a  result  of  his 
attendance,  the  retail  maximiim  would  be  fixed  at  a  figure 
permitting  a  reasonable  profit  to  phai"ma«ists  wlio  are  called 
uoon  to  sell  small  quantities. 

5.  In  accordance  with  notice.  Mr.  HiNES  moved  the  follow- 
ing motion  : — 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  LocaJl  Associations  Exe- 
cutive not  to  impair  tho'  right    of    individual  access  to 
N.H.I.  i)rieed  prescriptions,  either  in  tiegotiations  with  the 
Commissioners  or  in  the  n)aking  of  contraots  with  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  (N.H.I.). 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Skinneh,  and  a.  long  discussion 
ensued  thereon.    On  being  put  to  the  vote,  the  motion  was 
declared  to  be  lost  by  7  wtcs  to  2, 

6.  Mr.  Skinner  drew  attention  to  the  distribution  of  infants' 
foods  by  Afothem'  Aid  Societies  and  other  ptublic  bodies,  and 
asked  whether  any  information  was  available  in  respect  to  the 
policy  being  pursued  by  those  borlievS.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
no  definite  infoi-miation  was  available,  but,  in  so  far  as  the 
action  taken  to  secure  a  distribution  of  infants'  focd  was  a  -mar 
■emeiTgency  measure  for  securing  a  .sup-Dlv  of  es.sential  foods  for 
infants  and  invalids,  it  would  be  ijpaotically  impossible  to  make 
any  cfFcctive  protest. 

AnnENnuM. 

L'lC'il  A-fsoriaiioiis  TCrrciitirr  CoTinnitfer. 
Tuesday,  Dcermhcr  4,  1917. 
Mi-,  Vj   T.  Neathercoat  (Vice-President)  in  tho  chair. 
Present:  Messrs.  Bodv.  Cuff,  Gibson    Gifford.  .Tenkin.  Joseph, 
Ridyard,  Rowsell.  Trick,  Warine,  and  Woolcock. 
1.  Tho  miiiutefs  of  the  last  meeting  were  confirmed.  Arising 
out  of  the  minutes.  Mr.  Jos<^.ph  asked  that  the  list  of  items  'm 
the  Journal  affected  bv  tho  Defence  of  tiie  Realm  Regulations 
be  extended  still  further. 
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2.  The  Committee  received  the  Vice-President's  report  on 
tfie  oonferonoe  of  representatives  from  district  meetings  held 
on  November  12,  and  expressed  its  appreciation  of  iho  satis- 
fBOtory  way  in  which  the  Ibusinoss  before  the  conference  had 
been  dealt  with. 

A  communication  from  the  Commissioners  regarding  medi- 
cated waters  was  discussed.  It  was  decided  that  Mr.  Madlin- 
eon  be  instructed  to  wait  upon  the  Commissioners. 

The  draft  addition  to  Clause  39  of  the  National  Insurance 
Bill  regarding  payment  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  members 
of  Pharmaceutical  Committees  was  considered  and  adopted. 

3.  The  Committee  received  the  report  of  the  Checking 
Bureau,  the  question  of  the  basis  upon  which  the  Bureau  is 
to  be  worked  during  1918  was  oonsiderod,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  Superintendent  be  adopted. 

4.  Correspondence :  —  ,  r-. 

[a)  From  the  Blackpool  Pharmaceutical  Committee, 
drawiag  attention  to  the  Universal  Local  Formailary  for 
ihe  Bolton  Pricing  Group,  and  asking  the  Committee's 
help  in  resisting  its  dntioduction  in  their  area. 

It  was  decided  that  every  possible  help  be  given  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committees  concerned. 
(6)  From  the  Kent  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  regarding 
the  compilation  of  a  list  of  preparations  to  be  treated 
as  non-extemiporaneous  under  the  Insurance  Tariff. 

It  wae  decided  that  the  preparation  of  such  a  hat  was 
inadvisable,  past  experience  having  shown  that  such  lists 
were  liable  to  be  extended  to  the  disadvantage  of  pbar- 
macists  generally.  •  , 

{c)  From  the  West  Ham  and  Cheshire  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees, stabinig  that  the  panel  chemists  of  their  areas 
had  accepted  the  1918  terms. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  suitably  acknowledge 
these  lettei-s  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
{d)  From  the  Rochdale,  Oldham,  and  Staffordsliire  Pliarana- 
ceutical  Associations,  also  the  Newcastle,  Surrey,  Not- 
tingham, Nottinghamshire,  Warwickshire,  and  Northum- 
berland Pharmaceutical  Committees  conveying  thanks  to 
lihe  L.A.E.  for  its  efforts  to  increase  the  remuneration  of 
pharmacists,  and  intimating  that  dJhe  terms  offered 
-would  be  accepted  for  1918. 
(«)  From  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  expres- 
sing appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  _  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Executive,  and  conveying  the  opinion 
of  the  Sheffield  chemists  that  the  remuneration  for 
N.H.I,  dispensing  is  still  insufficient. 
(/)  From  the  Dei-fbyshire  Pharmaceutical  Commiteee,  inti- 
mating tliat  Deribyshire  panel  chemists  had  decided  to 
accept  service  for  1918,  but  regretted  exceedingly  that 
the  proposals  regairding  the  abolition  of  stock  mix- 
tures and  file  rural  areas  difficulty  bad  been  negatived. 
{g)  From  the  Warwickshire  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  con- 
TCying  the  following  resolution: — 

T^at  the  Warwickshire  panel  chemists  appix>ve  of 
the  manner  adopted  by  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive Co"imittee  in  collecting  details  and  placing  pro- 
posals lei  ore  Pharmaceutical  Committees  and  ,panel 
chemists    ;.nd  hope  they  will  continue  this  procedure 
in  future  )iegotiations  concerning  N.H.I.  di.spensing. 
(A)  From  the  East  Anglian  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical 
Associations,   expressing  the  Federation's  opinion  that 
the  restriction  of  the  mile  limit  (rural  areas)  is  against 
lihe  interests  of  the  insured  pei-son. 

In  regard  to  [d),  [e),  (/),  {g),  and  (h)  also  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  suitably  acknowledge  these  commu- 
Bications  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Proceedings  Under  Section  17. 
Pkarmaccutieal    Society    v.    Army    and    Navy  Co-operaiive 
Society,  Ltd. 

I/Mt  Monday,  before  Mr.  Cecil  Chapman,  sitting  at  the  West- 
minatei'  Police  Court,  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society, 
Liiaited,  was  charged  with  having,  on  October  30  last,  sold 
strychnine  in  the  form  of  Aloin  Compound  Tabloids,  in  a  bottle 
not  labelled  with  their  name  and  address.  Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell. 
who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  called 
the  magistrate's  attention  to  the  sections  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
K^ioh  make  such  cn  act  an  offence,  and  stated  the  circum- 
eUnoee  under  which  the  tabloids  were  purchased.  He  said  the 
package  was  marked  in  the  usual  way  with  the  prescription  and 


with  the  name  and  address  of  the  manufacturing  chemists,  but 
not  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller. 

Mr.  D.  H.  J.  Hartley,  barrister,  who  defended,  pleaded  giuilty 
to  the  charge ;  but  stated  that  in  the  selling  of  all  such  articlee 
his  clients  took  the  greatest  possible  care.  These  things  cam© 
into  the  stock  room,  w'here  it  was  the  duty  of  an  assistant  to 
put  upon  every  one  of  them  a  label  containing  the  name  and 
address  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores ;  and,  when  they  were 
sold  in  the  shop,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  assistant  who  Ihanded 
them  to  the  customer  to  see  that  such  a  label  was  on  the  package. 
Immediately  on  receiving  the  summons  the  stock  in  tlie  stock 
room  and  shop  was  gone  through,  and  every  package  wae  fouml 
to  be  properly  labelled.  It  was  most  unfortunate  thaA  in  this 
one  case  the  unlabelled  package  had  got  through. 

Mr.  Leonard  Johnston,  who  was  called  in  support  of  this  state- 
ment, said  that  he  was  a  qualified  diemist,  and  had  been 
manager  of  the  drug  department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  said  that  every  new  assistant,  as  he 
was  engaged,  had  a  book  of  regulations  handed  to  him.  In 
this  book  there  was  a  list  of  poisons,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  were  set  out.  The  assistant  waa  told  that  i^  he 
failed  to  conform  with  all  the  requirements  of  tlie  Act  in  any 
detail  it  would  be  at  the  risk  of  instant  dismissal.  Thus,  the 
management  did  everything  it  possibly  could.  The  gxeateet 
care  was  taken  that  the  packages  were  properly  labelled.  The 
present  case  was  one  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  an  assistant. 

Mr.  Quarrell,  cross-examining,  said  he  had  looked  Mr.  John- 
ston up  in  the  Calendar,  and  found  him  to  be  a  dhemist  of 
long  and  honourable  standing.  But  was  Mr.  Johnston  aware 
that  customers  had  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores  and  buying  these  tabloids,  because  they  could 
get  them  there  unlabelled  and  could  not  get  them  unlabeUcd 
from  other  chemists? 

Witness  said  he  was  not  aware  of  that,  and  repeated  that  if 
a  sale  was  made  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  Act  suoh  sale  was 
against  the  instructions  given  to  the  assistant. 

Mr.  Quarrell  told  the  magistrate  that  on  various  occasions 
customers  had  said  to  qualified  chemists,  the  proimetors  of  other 
businesses,  "  What  do  you  make  all  this  fuss  about?  I  have 
only  to  go  round  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  and  get  what 
I  want  without  this  labelling  and  all  the  rest  of  it." 

Witness  said  that  this  statement  was  wrong  altogether.  Every 
precaution  was  taken.  The  sale  was  entered  in  the  Poisons 
Register,  and  the  thing  was  labelled  with  the  name  and  addrcs.s 
of  the  seller. 

Mr.  Hartley:  This  particular  case  was  signed  for? 

Witness :  Certainly. 

Mr.  George  Waldock  gave  evidence  of  having  purchased  the 
article.  He  had  been  asked  to  sign  for  it  and  had  done  so.  It 
wa«  handed  to  him  tied  up  with  'brown  paper  and  string.  When 
he  opened  the  parcel  he  found  the  article  had  not  the  label  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  upon  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tickle,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  deposed  to  having  analysed 
the  tabloids  and  found  them  to  contain  1"3  per  cent,  of  strych- 
nine. The  quantity  present  in  the  package  was  sufficient  to 
make  one,  or  jjossibly  two,  fatal  doses. 

In  giving  judgment,  his  worship  compared  the  case  with 
those  in  wliich  the  polite  do  not  give  the  evidence  which  leads 
to  the  first  stejj  being  taken;  but,  "acting  on  information 
received,"  they  go  to  a  certain  place  and  find  exactly  what  they 
had  been  led  to  expect.  Whether  in  this  case  the  iTiar- 
maoeutical  Society  had  acted  on  information  he  did  not  know ; 
but  it  was  extraordinary  that  in  this  one  case  the  tabloids 
had  not  been  labelled.  He  thought  that  steps  were  taken  to 
prevent  such  things  happening  as  had  occurred  in  this  case. 
The  purchaser  had  been  required  to  sign  for  the  article.  This 
made  it  traceable,  so  that  the  full  gravamen  of  the  charge  was 
diminished;  but,  of  course,  it  was  a  serious  matter,  and  it  was 
quite  obvious  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  doing  well 
to  try  and  discover  suoh  things.  It  was  very  unfortunate  that 
in  this  particular  case  there  had  been  somebody  wicked  enough 
to  say,  "  I  have  only  to  go  round  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores 
and  I  can  get  it  unlabelled,"  and  that  this  statement  should 
have  been  borne  out  by  the  purchase  made  by  the  Society's 
agent.    He  imposed  a  penalty  of  £3  and  £3  Ss.  costs. 


Mr.  E.  S.  Waring's  name  was  inadvertently  omitted  frwn 
the  list  of  members  of  the  Local  Associations  Executive  who 
were  present  at  the  Conference  of  Representatives  from  Dis- 
trict Meetings — held  on  November  12  (vide  P..T.,  November 
17,  p.  233).  As  all  his  collea^es  can  testify,  Mr.  Waring  h»e 
a  unique  record  for  regular  and  punctual  attendance  at  tbo 
meetings  of  all  the  pharmaceutical  ipublic  bodies  on  which  be 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


I8e«r$tarie»  of  Pharmae*utioal  A$sooiationa  are  requested  to  tend  brief  reports  »j  meetings  fvr  publieatio», 
m  at  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later  than  th*  Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meeting,} 


BIRKENHEAD.— Oil  November  15  the  Birkenlhea<l  and 
Wirral  Association  of  Pharmaoists  iniaugunated  their  new 
seasdon  by  a  viait  to  the  Physiological  Laboratories  of 
Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  at  Runcorn. 
Dr.  Annett  cordially  received  the  visitors  and  conducted 
them  through  the  difiEerent  departments.  One  portion  of  the 
part}-  then  visited  a  chemical  department,  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  Salvarsan,  whilst  the  other, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  botanical  expert, 
viewed  the  Materia  Medica  farm  of  150  acres  in  extent.  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  Saivarsan  chemist,  took  great  pains  to  explain 
every  detail  of  the  intrioate  processes  involved  in  the  mami- 
facture  of  this  important  product,  from  the  heating  together 
of  nhe  arsenic  and  phenol  to  the  filling  and  the  sealing  of 
the  tubes.  Before  leaving,  light  refreshments  were  served 
and  smokes  distributed. — ^The  President,  Mr.  T.  Stephen 
Jones,  voiced  the  thanks  of  the  members  to  (Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  for  their  invitation  and  hos- 
pitality, and  to  Dr.  Annett  aaid  Mr.  Beckett  for  their  ser- 
\ices  and  courrcty  in  piloting  the  party. 


BOURNEMOUTH.— A  meeting  of  the  Bournemouth  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  at  Gervis  Hall  on  November 
27,  Mr.  BoTLE  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  new  Regulations 
for  sugar  and  glycerin  preparations  for  National  Health  Insur- 
ance dispensing  were  read  and  approved.  The  Tariff  terms  for 
1918  were  fully  explained  by  Mr.  Bilson,  and,  after  discussion, 
agreed  to. — On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
HoBNBT,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  "  That  a  hearty  apprecia- 
tion of  ths  work  of  the  Vice-President  and  the  other  delegates 
in  their  negotiations  with  the  Commissioners  be  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Neathcrcoat." 


CHESTER. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chester  and  District 
Pharmacists'  Association  took  place  at  the  Blossoms  Hotel  on 
November  23  at  8.45  p.m..  Mr.  David  Dickinson,  M.P.S., 
President,  in  the  chair. — Mr.  Kenneth  Dickinson,  F.C.S., 
Secretary,  presented  the  annual  balance-sheet,  which  showed  that 
the  Association  would  commence  the  coming  year  with  an  in- 
creased cash  surplus.  Appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  ofiBoe-bearers  was  shown  by  their  imanimous  re-election  as 
follows : — Mr.  David  Dickinson,  President ;  Mr.  Kenneth  Dickin- 
son, Hon.  Sec. ;  Mr.  Ward,  Hon.  Sec.  to  the  Buying  Section, 
Mr.  David  Hughes,  solicitor,  whose  knowledge  of  phar- 
macy Law  has  proved  so  valuable  in  the  past,  will  again 
be  present  at  the  meetings  during  the  next  twelve 
months. — The  Peesident  requested  Mr.  John  Simon, 
M.P.S.,  to  open  the  charity  box,  and  the  sum  of  £3  was 
voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  An  animated  discussion 
took  place  with  regard  to  the  title  of  chemist.  The  intimation 
by  the  President  at  Manchester  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
would  fight  gave  great  pleasure,  and  to  strengthen  their  deter- 
mination a  resolution  was  passed,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Council,  vigorously  protesting  against  the  proposal.  The  meet- 
ing opncluded  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  .John  Milling  and 
Mr.  R.  Randall  Roberts  as  delegates  to  meet  those  of  Wirral 
Birkenh';a<l  representatives  ^vith  a  view  to  discuss  Federation 
proposals. 


CHESTERFIELD.— A  meeting  of  the  Chesterfield  and 
District  Pharrnaciirts'  Association  was  held  on  November  27 
•t  thfj  Sun  Inn,  with  Mr.  H.  Smith  (Clay  Cross)  in  the  chair. 
A  -vote  of  condolence  was  passed  with  the  widow  of  the  late 
T.  A.  Sales,  of  Brimington.  It  was  decided  to  continue  on  the 
panel  for  another  year. — Mr.  S.  C.  Greaves  gave  a  paper, 
entitled  "  Tho  Pharmacist  of  the  Future."  Ai,  the  outset  Mr. 
Graaves  explained  that  h<;  proposed  to  deal  with  his  subject 
in  a  "debating  club"  .spirit,  and,  therefore,  was  not  to  be 
Mken  too  seriously.  As  one  who  had  been  cradled  in 
•he  drug  trade,  and  as  the  grandson  of  a  pharmaceutical 
ohemist  who  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
armaceutical  Society,  he  had  received  personal  testimony 
to  the  palmy  days  of  pharmacy,  when  apprentices  of  good 
and  training  were  prcmiated,  and  the  chemisit  was  looked 
to  as  the  member  of  a  learne^l  profession,  who  took  a 
"ing  part  in  public  affairs,  and  had  representatives  of 
'onal  standing,  such  a.t  Cornelius  Hanbury  and  Jacob  BelL 
n  foUowefl  the  lean  V®*™  whioh  witnessed  fJie  advent  of 


drug-stores  company  trading  and  the  ca&h  chemist,  and  the 
decadence  of  the  average  pharmacist  under  a  demoralising 
system  of  self-imposed  long  hours,  overwork,  and  lack  of  proper 
business  spirit  and  method,  which  begot  a  class  of  men  wiih 
narrow,  jealous  views,  tired  brains,  and  general  feeble-minded- 
ness — in  other  words,  the  type  of  beings  who  submitted  to  the 
unjust  treatment  w'hidh  had  been  foisted  upon  them  under  the 
Insm'ance  Act  regime.  Now,  however,  there  was  a  new  spirit 
toward,  thanks  to  the  development  of  local  organisation.  They 
had  broken  away  for  ever  from  the  penal  servitude  of  long 
hours  and  cheap  and  therefore  wasted  labour,  and  the  entrance 
of  women  into  pharmacy  marked  a  new  era  in  its  fortunes, 
since  the  prfharaiacist  of  the  future  would  be  freed  from  those 
duties  in  shop  routine  which  were  essentially  women's  •work. 
In  the  mind's  eye  one  could  behold  the  young  man  of  to- 
morrow entering  on  the  career  of  pharmacy.  He  will  be  a 
C3  man,  all  higher  grades  being  absorbed  by  the  Army  and 
State  worksihop.  As  a  stu3ious  youth,  he  would  already  have 
taken  his  leaving  certificate,  and  his  subsequent  evolution  may 
be  prefigured  thus : — Apprenticeship,  evening  continuation 
classes  for  the  study  of  bookkeeping,  elocution,  and  psychology, 
the  last-named  subject  to  give  him  a  key  to  the  different  tem- 
peraments and  "personal  equations"  of  his  customers,  and  in 
his  last  year  a  course  in  'hypnotism  for  practical  application  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  and  afterwafds.  On  the  practical  side, 
instruction  from  the  saleswoman  on  the  premises  in  the  ert 
of  salesmanship,  and  from  his  employer  dispensing  and  phar- 
macy, in  exchange  for  which  the  ai>prentice  will  give  help 
in  dispensing,  bookkeeping,  stock-keeping,  and  buying.  The 
master  pharmacist  of  the  future  will  conform  to  the  American 
criterion  that  "the  man  at  the  top  should  never  be  busy,"  in 
contradistinction  to  the  pharmacist  of  the  past — if,  indeed,  the 
species  is  yet  extinct — ^who  has  always  been  so  busy  that  he 
has  hardly  time  to  live,  and  certainly  none  to  think  or  act  es  a 
rational  being  with  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship.  If  suit- 
able lads  are  to  be  attracted  to  fihe  calling  of  pharmacy  they 
must  be  trained  in  the  science  of  business  and  the  art  of 
management,  and  all  the  considerations  mentioned  apply  a* 
cogently  to  small  concerns  as  to  mammoth  businesses. 


DEWSBURY. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Dewsbury  and  District 

Pharmacists'  Association,  held  on  November  26.  with  Mr. 
W.  Blakeley  (Birstall),  President,  in  the  chair,  it  irae 
i-^ported  that  the  British  and  Colonial  Pharmacist  Price 
List  had  been  generally  accepted  throughout  the  dis- 
trict.— A  suggestion  was  made  that  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  profession  if  a  price  list  for  patent 
medicines  could  be  published.— The  Chairman  asked  what 
the  attitude  of  th©  Association  was  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
methylated  spirit.  As  the  result  of  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  been  informed  that  the  stocks  in  hand  could  he 
disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business,  but  that  it  would  be 
unpatriotic  to  sell  it  for  lighting  or  burning  purposes. — After 
discussion,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  D.at,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Phillips,  that  the  price  lists  of  ail  members  of  the 
-Xssociation  bo  revised  every  month. 


FOLKESTONE.— The  annual  meeting  of  -the  Folkestone  and 
Distriot  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  November  23  at 
Cave's  Cafe. — After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had 
been  read  and  confirmed,  the  Sechetart  gave  his  annual  report 
and  presented  the  financial  statement,  showing  a  small  balance 
in  hand.  OfiBce-bearera  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as 
follows:— Mr.  F.  G.  Curtis,  President;  Mr.  Frank  C.  Joaee, 
Secretary  ;  and  Mr.  L.  Giles.  Treasurer. — Mr.  Harcombb  Cvrr, 
Who  has  reo/cntly  acquired  the  business  at  Hythe  of  the  late 
Mr.  Lemmon,  and  become  an  active  member  of  the  AssooiafcitHi. 
then  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  inception  anci 
working  of  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  and  it  was  decided  to  send 
a  donation  of  £1  to  the  Fund  fropi  the  Association.  Di8ouBtion!< 
took  place  on  various  matters  of  tirade  interest,  especially  those 
occasioned  by  recent  legislation  and  orders  restricting  the  M-l* 
of  various  articles. 


HULL.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  Distrtcfc 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  Novembeir  27  at  th<» 
Grosvenor  Hotel,  Mr.  L.  S.  Sei.le  presiding.      A  vote  of  9oa- 
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doloncc  was  i>aflscd  with  the  j-elatives  of  tlic  recently  deceased 
pharmacist,  Mr.  W.  Utlcy.  A  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  social  evcmiig 
in  December.  It  was  decided  to  continue  to  supply  prescrip- 
tions free  to  sailors'  and  soldiers'  dependents.— Mr.  Karle 
i.itroduood  the  subject  of  the  Insurance  Act  Tariff  for  1918,  and 

dealt  with  various  proposals  for  alterations.    A  brief  discussion 

followed.— Short  papers  were  read  by  Messrs.  H  K  Brown 
,/of  Hessle)  and  J.  Tiffany,  and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  K. 

Foster  the  Secrktahy  read  a  ^laper  (by  liim  on  allotment  work. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  writers  of  the  papei's. 

WEST  BROMWICH.— A  meeting  of  the  West  Ba^mwioli 
PJiarmaoists'  Association  was  hold  on  Novemlber  27,  Mr. 
Beattie,  Pi-esident,  in  the  chair.— A  Icofcare  on  Coal  lair 
Pi-oduots"  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  C.  M.\nn,  ,  F.C.S.  gonerai 
wwrks  miana.ger  for  Messre.  Rolbinson  Bi-os.,  Ltd.,  iar  JJis- 
tiillors,  etc.,  West  Bromwioh.  Having  descmlbod  the  form,a^ 
tion  of  coal  deposits  and  tlte  difCorerat  varieties  of  ooal  and 
their  aisec5,  the  leotuiw  dealt  -with  the  jwlitical,  social,  and 
industrial  afi.{>cots  of  the  coal  dieposits  of  the  world  and  their 
Lnfluenoe  upoai  tlho  destinies  of  matjions.  Comimg  to  the  mam 
object  of  the  lecture,  Coal-tar,  Mr.  Mann  described  the 
methods  of  fraotioiual  di.stiiMation  and  th.e  resultant  products 
witlli  their  isolation  and  purifioation..  lie  gaw  many  interest- 
ing details  not  generally  found  in  text-lbooks  a«  to  benzene, 
toluene,  -aniline  and  its  dyes,  saccharin,  naphthaline,  and 
anthracene,  and  the  dyes  produced  from  the  last  two,  and 
the  ffroupa  of  high  explosives.  A  jiroblem  needdnig  solution 
was  to  find  a  use  for  the  vast  quantities  of  pitch  residual  from 
coal4ar  distilktion.— iA  eihort  discussion  followed  the  lecture, 
and  questions  were  aisiked  rnd  answered  hy  Mr.  Ma.nn.— 
National  Health  Insmranco  matters  were  then  discussed.  These 
included  th©  checking  of  ohemiets'  total  accounts  land  the  War 
Emergency  Formulary,  in  connection  with  which  the  Insurance 
Conimitr.ee  have  noti'fied  that  from  December  1  last  all  pre- 
parations for  whidi  there  is  a  W.E.F.  equivalent  are  to  be 
dispensed  W.E.F.  whetlier  so  written  or  not.  Fonnier  B.P. 
preparations  to  be  dispensed  only  when  specificailly  in<)iioated. 
—Questions  arising  from  the  orderiaig  of  "bandages"  vsfitili- 
out  specifioation  of  size  and  material  and  dispeii'sing  fees  for  Vnix- 
tures,  etc..  frequently  prescribed  but  nc>t  officiary  in  the  category 
of  stock  mixtures,  were  also  dealt  with. — Mr.  Greenwood,  was  then 
elected  a  member  of  the  Association. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lock,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hampton,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  Mann  for  his  lecture. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


National  Health  Insurance  Bill  (1917). 

On  Tuesday,  Grand  Committee  A,  under  Sir  Samuel  Robei'ts, 
oommenced  the  consideration  of  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Bill  (1917),  land  jnade  very  good  progress.  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall 
has  so  far  met  the  critics  of  the  measure  that  the  Committee 
hoped  to  finish  its  work  on  Thureday  or,  at  any  rate,  next  week. 

To  the  declaratory  clause  in  the  new  Bill,  which  makes  it  clear 
that  Panel  and  Pharmaceutical  Committees  are  entitled  to 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  yearly  a  charge  at  the  rate  of  one 
penny  in  all.  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall,  the  representative  of  the 
Insurance  Commissioners,  this  week  put  down  an  amendment. 
This  adds  words  w^iich  twill  make  the  clause  read:  — 

59. — For  the  pui"pose  of  removing  doubts  it  is  hereby  declared 
that  the  expression  "a  sum  not  exceeding  one  penny  an  all  " 
in  sub-section  (2)  of  section  33  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act,  1913,  means  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  penny  in  all  in  r*'spect 
of  each  year,  and  any  travelling  expenses  incurred  by  members 
of  any  local  committee,  or  committee  elected  by  medical  practi- 
tioners under  the  said  sub-section  in  attending  meetings  of  the 
committee  or  of  any  suh-committee  thereof,  and  any  expen.scs 
incurred  by  any  such  members  on  account  of  sulbsistence  w'hilst 
so  attending  shall  be  deemed  to  be  administrative  expenses  of  the 
committee  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  sub-section. 

A  more  important  amendment,  proposed  by  iSir  Fklwin,  makes 
it  clear  that  pharmacists  and  pharinaceutical  firms  are  liable, 
like  medical  practitioners,  to  be  struck  off  the  list  for  mal- 
practices, an<l  that  if  the  Insurance  Commissioners  remove  the 
name  of  a  jihal-niacist  or  firm  from  any  list  that  person  or  firm 
shall  be  disqualified  from  inclusion  in  any  other  list  in  England, 
Scotland,  or  Wales  till  such  time  as  the  Commissioneni  direct  that 
it  shall  be  included.  The  ckmse  in  the  form  proposed  by  Sir 
Edwin  Cornwall  runs:  — 

"  31  (1)  Where  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  of 
•iheir  powers  under  Section  15  of  the  principal  Act,  remove  the 
name  of  any  medical  practitioner  or  of  any  person,  firm,  or 
body  corporate  undertaking  the  supply  of  drugs,  medicines,  or 


appliances  fram  any  list  of  medical  practitioners  or  from  any 
list  of  such  persons,  firms,  or  bodies  corporate,  as  the  case  may 
be,  prepared  under  the  said  section,  they  may,  if  they  think  fit 
to  do  so,  remove,  his  or  their  name  from  all  or  any  of  the  other 
list.s  so  prepared  in  which  it  is  at  the  time  included,  and  until  sucli 
time  as  the  CommLssioneis  direct  to  the  contrary,  the  practi- 
tioner, or  person,  firm  or  body  corporate  shall  be  disquahfieil 
from  inclu.sion  jii  any  other  list,  whether  in  England,  Bcotknd, 
or  Wales,  in  which  his  or  their  name  was  not  then  included  or 
from  which  it  was  then  removed." 

The  Codex  Addendum. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Anderson  (T>abour,  Sheffield,  Atter- 
cliffe)  put  several  questions  on  the  use  of  substitutes  for  glycerin 
and  sugar  in  prescriptions  vinder  the  Insurance  Act,  and  gene- 
rally. 

Mr.  Anderson  asked  the  Local  Government  Board  representa- 
tive if  he  was  aware  that  the  British  Medical  Association  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  is.sued  a  formulary  containing  phar- 
maceutical preparations  known  as  glycerins  which  are  devoid  of 
glycerin  and  syrups  free  from  sugar ;  and  whether,  considering 
that  the  formulary  was  to  come  into  use  on  December  1,  he  would 
i.ssue  instructions  to  local  authorities  to  take  samples  of  dispen.sed 
medicines  with  a  view  of  submitting  them  to  examination  by 
piiblic  analysts? 

Mr.  Pratt  (.Junior  Jjord  of  the  Treasury,  answering  for  the 
Local  Government  Board)  replied  that  the  Board  was  aware  that 
such  a  formulary  had  been  issued.  The  attention  of  public 
analysts  had  already  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  General 
Medical  Council  had  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  certain  medi- 
cinal preparations  from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  owing  to  the 
need  for  economising  in  the  use  of  glycerin  and  sugar.  It  did 
not  appear  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  any 
further  action  on  his  part  was  necessary.  He  was  advised  that 
the  omission  of  sugar  and  glycerin  from  the  preparations  in  ques- 
tion did  not  materially  lessen  their  value  as  medicines. 

Mr.  Anderson  next  asked  Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  whether,  as  re- 
presentative of  the  Insurance  Commiss'ioners,  he  was  aware  that 
the  British  Medical  Association  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had  devised  and  agreed  to  prescribe  and  dispense  for  insured 
persons  pharmaceutical  preparations  known  as  glycerins  which 
were  devoid  of  glycerin  and  syrups  free  from  sugar. 

Sir  Edwin  replied  that  he  understood  the  General  Medical 
Council  had  deleted  from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  certain  pre- 
parations containing  glycerin  or  sugar,  owing  to  the  importance, 
in  the  public  interest  at  the  present  time,  of  restricting,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  medicinal  use  of  these  substances  to  purposes  for 
which  efficient  substitutes  are  not  available.  Alternative  pre- 
parations had  accordingly  been  formulated. 

Drugs  for  Insured  Persons. 

Mr.  Anderson  asked  whether  the  now  Formulary  had  the 
approv~al  of  the  In.surance  Commissioner.s. 

Sir  Edwin  said  it  did  not  recjuire  their  approval. 

Mr.  Anderson  a.sked  whether  Sir  Edwin  would  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  remind  Ins.urajice  Committees  that  insured  per- 
.sons  are  entitled  to  have  genujino  medicines  prescribed  and  dis- 
pensed for  them,  and  that  samples  should  be  taken  of  dis-, 
pensed  medicines  with  a  view  of  submitting  thfem  to  examina- 
tion by  public  analysts? 

Sir  Edwin  answered  that  the  duty  of  every  doctor  attend- 
ing an  insured  patient  to  prescribe  the  proper  and  sufficient 
drugs  and  medicines  necessary  for  the  efficient  treatment  of  the 
case  was  in  no  way  affected  by  the  issue  of  the  Formulary  in  ques- 
tion. The  Comniissiom  rs  saw  no  reason  for  instructing  Insurance 
Committees  to  submit  samples  of  dispensed  medicines  for  exam- 
iiiation  by  public  analysts.  ' 

In  a  supplementary  question  Mr.  Anderson  asked  whether 
the  same  rule  aiiplied  both  to  insured  and  uninsured  j)ersoais. 
and  whether  medicines  suiiposed  to  contain  glycerin  would  not 
contain  glycerin  in  either  case? 

Sir  Edwin  Cornwall  refused  to  add  anything  to  his  previous 
answer. 

Maize  and  Rice  Starch  in  Compound  Liquorice  Powder 
(W.E.F.). 

Mr.  Anderson  next  int"rrogated  Mr.  Clynes.  the  representa- 
tive in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  He 
asked  if  Mr.  Clynes  was  aware  (hat  in  the  recently-issued 
Formulary  of  the  British  Medical  Association  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  the  use  of  maize  or  rice  starch  is 
ordered  as  an  ingredient  in  Pulvis  Glycyrrhizse  Compositus  (com- 
pound liquorice  powder).  lie  asked  Mr.  Clynes  whether,  .see- 
ing that  the  Maize,  Barley,  and  Oats  (Restriction)  Order  for- 
bids the  use  of  .starch  from  cereals  in  any  article  not  used  as 
a  food,  he  proposed  to  take  notice  of  "this  "  incitement  to 
infringe  the  Order." 

Mr.  Clynes  replied  that  he  did  nSt  propose  to  take  notice, 
as  the  quantity  of  maize  or  rice  starch  so  used  was  negligible. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 

Tht  quotations  given  below  are  the  lowest  prompt  cash  pricei 
for  bulk  quantities,  to  which  other  charges  have  to  be  added. 
It  M  imvortant  that  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
<mv  eomparison  between  the  prices  quoted  and  those  of  the 
icHolesale  drug  trade. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday,  December  6,  1917. 
Business  has  been  decidedly  quiet  this  week,  and  as  the 
year  gets  nearer  to  its  end  we  may  expect  the  market  to 
l)ecome  still  quieter.  Few  articles  call  for  special  remark. 
Saccharin  is  "on  the  easy  .side"  without  quotable  change  in 
price,  but  one  hears  of  large  contracts  placed  with  American 
manufacturers,  and  in  due  course  we  may  expect  to  see  the 
supply  less  disproportionate  to  the  demand  than  it  is  at 
present.  For  some  little  time,  however,  no  substantial  decline 
in  the  price  of  Saccharin  seems  probable.  Both  Honey  and 
Glucose  are  dearer.  The  advancing  tendencv'  in  the  price  of 
Benzoic  Acid  has  been  more  pronounced  this  week.  Cod-liver 
Oil  is  an  article  one  rarely  hears  mentioned  nowadays ;  the 
price  ha.s  been  almost  stationary  for  quite  a  long  time. 
Medicinal  Clastor  Oil  is  more  difficult  than  ever  to  buy. 
Menthol  is  flat.  Camphor  is  extremely  firm.  Bromides  are 
rather  quiet  at  the  moment,  but  the  value  is  fully  main- 
tained. Hexamine  and  Acetanilide  are  dearer.  The  upward 
movement  in  Turpentine  is  very  pronounced,  and  the  value  is 
now  fuUy  50  per  cent,  higher  than  the  highest  figure  touched 
in  pre-war  times  .and  nearly  double  the  price  quoted  a  few 
montihs  ago.    The  rise  in  Shellac  continues. 

Higher. — Hexamine,     Acetanilide,     Coumarin,  Glucose, 
Benzoic  Acid,  Maize  Starch,  Shellac,  Turpentine. 
Firmer. — Cream  of  Tartar,  Cocaine,  Mace. 
Eax'ifr. — Cloves,  Rubber. 

Acetanilide. — The  upward  tendency  continues,  and  value  is 
now  4s.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Acetylsalicylic  Acid. — The  tendency  is  still  easy,  but  there 
is  no  actual  change  in  quotations ;  tlhere  are  sellers  at  13A  9d. 
to  14s.  per  lb. 

Almond  Oil. — Unchanged  at  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — ^Firm  at  19s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Dearer.    Sellers  a.«k  4s.  per  lb. 

Benzoates. — Again  dearer;  Benzoic  Acid  is  quoted  15s.  6d. 
■per  lb.  and  Sodium  Benzoate  14s.  6d.  to  15s. 

Borax. — Crystals,  37s. ;  powder,  38s.  per  ewt. 

Boric  Acid. — Crystals,  62s. ;  powder,  84s.  per  cwt. 

Bromides. — Quieter,  but  very  firm  at  the  recently  advanced 
rat<-s. 

Camphor. — Very  firm,  with  further  business  at  3s.  9d.  per 
lb.  for  .lapanese  refined  and  4s.  3d.  for  ^-oz.  tablets. 

Capsicums. — ^At  the  Spice  Sales  Nyassa  sold  at  62s.  for 
f^wA  bright  off-stalk. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — ^There  are  offers  at  about  105s.  per  cwt. 
lor  two-year-old  bark. 

Cassia  Oil. — Firm  at  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Clove  Oil. — Firm  at  17s.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Quiet,  with  a  slightly  easier  tendency ;  fair  Zanzi- 
bar, Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — ^The  pru«  tendency  is  still  in  an  upward  direc- 
tion, and  the  value  of  the  Hydrochloride  is  not  far  short  of 
50s.  per  oz. 

Coca  Leaves. — ^Dearer,  Is.  2d.  [>er  lb.  being  wanted  for 
gfjod  jfreen  .Tava. 

Cod  liver  Oil. — Any  job  lots  of  really  reliable  Norwegian 
oil  would  be  worth  something  like  440s,  per  b;'.rrel. 

Coriander  Seed. — ^Holders  ask  85.s.  per  cwt. 


Coumarin. — Scarcer  and  dearer  at  137s. 
Cummin  Seed. — Firm  at  70s,  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Very  firm  at  347s.  6d.  to  350fi.  per  cw'l. 
for  98  per  cent. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Spajiish  is  dearer,  3s.  per  lb.  being  wanie<l 
for  good  sound. 

Foenugreek  Seed. — Firm  at  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Formaldehyde. — S])ot  is  offered  at  130s.  to  135s. 

Ginger. — Of  the  large  offerings  of  Cochin  and  Calicut  at  the 
'Spice  Sales  only  60  bags  sold  ,at  65s.  for  brown  rougli  Calictit. 

Glucose. — Getting  scarcer  and  dearer;  value  is  about  63s. 
per  cwt.  for  liquid. 

Glycerophosphates. — ^There  is  still  a  big  demand,  and 
makers  are  busy;  orders  are  dealt  with  in  rotation. 

Heliotropin. — Firm  at  31s. 

Hexamine. — Dearer,  5s.  per  lb.  having  been  paid. 

Hypophosphites. — Makers  are  fairly  baisy,  buit  orders  are 
biMiig  freely  executed. 

Iodine  Preparations. — There  is  a  good  demand  at  the  iiew 
Convention  rates. 

Japan  Wax. — Firm  at  90s.  for  good  squares  on  the  spot. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Mace. — At  the  Spice  Sales  20  cases  of  Singapore  were 
offered  and  firmly  held. 

Maize  Starch. — Scarce  at  52s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Menthol. — Quiet  and  about  steady  at  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot 
for  Kobayashi  and/or  Suzuki. 

Oil  of  Orange. — Tlie  price  of  spot  is  about  10s.  per  lb. 

Opium. — Firm  at  65s,  per  lb,  for  10  per  cent,  Persian, 

Orris  Root. — Fair  Florentine  sorts  are  offered  at  95s.  per 
cwt. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Firm  at  22s.  6d.  for  H.6.H.,  with  bu.vi- 
ness  thereat,  and  17s.  for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins. 

Pilocarpine. — llie  Nitrate  is  quoted  25s.  and  the  Hydio- 
chloride  27s. 

Pimento. — All  the  offerings  at  the  Spice  Sales  were  bouc;ht 
in  at  4^d.  to  4|d.  per  lb. 

Quinine, — In  better  demand,  and  a  fair  business  is  re- 
ported ;  price  varies  from  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  oz  for  the 
Sulphate  (Continental  brands),  according  to  quantity. 
Nothing  is  coming  from  Holland  and  stocks  are  getting 
'shorter.  The  landings  of  Quinine  during  November  wea-e 
84,800  oz,  and  the  deliveries  8.0C0  oz,,  making  the  stock  on 
November  30  223,800  oz.,  against  1,186,000  oz.  at  the  sajiie 
date  last  year. 

Rubber. — Again  easier.  Plantation  :  Standard  No.  1  crepe, 
2s.  5|d,  per  lb,  ;  hard  fine  Para  firm  at  2s,  5^d. 

Saccharin. — The  price  is  not  quotably  lower  than  that  men- 
tioned last  week,  but  the  tendency  is  easier,  offers  bein,g  more 
ipllentifui.  Value  is  about  340s.  to  350s.  per  lb.  for  550 
.strength, 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Lump,  85s,  per  cwt. 

Salicylates. — Barely  steady  at  about  6s,  3d,  for  tlae  Acid 
and  7s,  to  7s,  3d,  per  lb.  for  the  Soda  vSalt. 

Sandal  Wood  Oil. — ^Tlie  value  of  Mysore  distilled  oil  is 
about  55s.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Firm  on  basis  of  355s.  for  fair  TN  orange.  The 
fine  grades  of  Shellac  are  very  .scarce,  and  command  a  big 
premium  o\  er  the  value  of  ordinary  TN  orange. 

Soda  .Ash. — The  quantity  available  for  ordinary  commercial 
l)urposes  is  almost  nil. 

Squill. — Fair  white  is  worth  about  66s.  per  cwt. 
Star    Aniseed    Oil. — Quiet,  with  an  easier  tendency,  at 
4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  "  Red  Ship  "  on  the  spot. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Rather  firmer ;  Liverpool,  £68. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Firm  at  3s.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — The  advance  in  price  continues,  and  value  is 
now  115s.  for  American  spot. 

Vanillin. — Business  is  reported  at  65s.  per  lb. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  AND  GENERAL 

Spirit  for  Toilet  Preparations. — As  tho  prohibition  of  the  use 
of  industrial  spirit  for  toilet  preparations  is  seriously  prejudicial 
to  the  large  (businees  done  in  these  articles,  the  Hairdressers' 
Guild  is  making  representations  to  tho  Government  that,  if  at  all 
possible,  after  war  demands  have  been  met,  any  reserve  that  is 
iH.vailaible  should  be  liberated  for  general  disibrilbution  a-nd  use 
in  tho  majiufacture  of  brilliantino  and  other  toilet  preparations. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  reports  as  follows: — ^The  number  of  copies  of  the 
British  Phannacoppoeia,  1914,  vs^hich  were  sold  by  ithe  pub- 
lishers between  May  20  and  Novemiber  24,  1917,  was  1,220.  The 
number  sold  in  the  year  ending  November  24  was  2,319.  Tho 
total  number  sold  since  the  date  of  publication  is  thu.s  29,354. 
A  third  issue  of  5,000  copies  has  been  prepared  ;  in  this  issue 
a  misprint  detected  last  year  is  corrected. 

Royal  Institution.— tA  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
+  he  Royal  Institutioii  was  held  on  December  3,  Sir  James 
Orioh ton-Browne,  J  P.,  F.R.S.,  Treasurer,  in  the  chair.— The 
oha,Lrmiaai  amnoujioed  that  Dr.  ArtJhu,r  Keith,  M.D.,  F.R.S. , 
had  been  appointed  FuUerian  .Professor  of  Physiology.  Dr. 
Arthur  Keith  is  Consea-vatotr  of  Museum  at  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Siirgoono'  and  author  of  '  The  Huiman  Body,'  '  The 
Antiquity  of  Man,'  and  other  well-known  works. 

Deposition  of  a  Medical  Practitioner.— At  its  meeting  on 
November  29  the  General  Medical  Council  directed  tho  name  of 
Mr.  Reginald  Nitch  Smith,  New  Bond  St  reet,  London,  to  be 
erased  from  the  medical  register  for  unprofessional  conduct. 
During  the  inquiry  it  was  proved  that  the  accused  supplied  an 
Army  officer's  wife  with  hypodermic  tablets  of  heroin  at  an 
exoi^bitant .  price,  knowing  that  she  had  formed  the  drug  habit 
and  that  to  supply  her  was  to  her  physical  and  moral  detriment. 
It  tiianspired  that  the  patient  had  given  Dr.  Smith  fifty-one 
cheques  in  payment  for  supphes  of  the  drug,  and  that  on  one 
occasion  she  was  charged  £6  for  six  tubes  of  tablets,  which  were 
handed  to  her  by  the  doctor's  female  assistant,  who  deposed  that 
she  had  no  idea  that  heroin  was  a  dangerous  drug,  having 
always  believed  it  was  a  remedy  for  Chest  complaints. 

'  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy.'— The  1917  issue  of  this  annual 
has  been  pubHshed.  It  is  a  volume  of  458  pages  of  text,  contain- 
ing all  the  familiar  features,  thoiigh  the  TVansaotions  section  is 
very  attenuated,  as  might  be  expected.  The  Abstracts  portion 
of  the  book,  however,  is  almost  as  full  as  ever ;  there  are  350 
pages  devoted  to  these  iLSeful  records  of  scientific  work  done  at 
home  and  abroad.  These  abstracts  are  included  under  the 
headings  of  Chemistry,  Essential  Oils,  Materia  Medica,  Galenical 
Pharmacy,  Dispensing  Notes,  New  Remedies,  New  Apparatus, 
New  Formulae  and  New  Processes,  and  Pharmacopoeia  Revision 
Notes.  The  compOation  has  been  made  under  the  editorship 
of  Mr.  J.  O.  Braithwaite,  who  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
done  such  good  work  under  present  conditions.  To  Mr.  Thomas 
Stephenson,  also,  congratulations  are  due  for  the  excellent  com- 
pilation of  New  Remedies.  Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett  is  the  editor  of 
the  Transactions.  These  three  gentlemen  together  have  done 
perhaps  all  that  could  possibly  be  done  under  very  discouraging 
conditions,  with  the  technical  and  scientific  side  of  pharmacy  in 
a  more  or  less  stagnant  srt-ate.  Tlie  pi-ico  of  the  Year  Book  to 
non-membei«  is  ten  ehiUings. 

The  Decimal  Association,  FinsbuiT^  Court,  Finsbury  Pave- 
ment. London,  E.C.2,  has  issued  a  circular  giving  par- 
ticulars of  the  proposed  British  Decimal  Coinage.  The 
proposal  is  to  rearrange  our  existing  system,  using  the  £  sterling 
as  the  monetai-y  unit.  This  is  universally  recognised  in  the 
settlement  of  international  transactions  throughout  the  world. 
The  war  has  demonstrated  the  failure  of  our  "  penny  "  coinage 
to  meet  fluctuations  in  curl^ency  values  and  necessary  changes 
in  the  prices  of  small  articles  and  sei-vices.  For  example,  while 
the  cost  of  many  dailv  neoessarie.s  may  have  been  increased  by. 
say,  20  per  cent.,  it  has  been  necessai-y  to  raise  the  prices  of 
sd.  goods  and  services  by  100  per  cent,  to  Id.,  and  of  tho  penny 
ones  by  50  per  cent,  to  three  halfpence,  because  of  our  lack  of 
coins  to  represent  intermediate  values.  The  farthing  does  not 
meet  tho  practical  requirements.  The  proposed  "  mil  "  coinage 
would  meet  the  difficulties,  and  the  proposed  table  of  coinage 
would  thus  be:— Sovereign- £1-000,  or  1,000  mils;  Half 
Sov>ereign  £0-500,  or  500  mils;  Double  Florin.  £0200  or  200 
mils;  Florin,  £0100.  or  100  mils;  Half  Florin  or  Shilhng. 
£0-050,  or  50  mils;  Quarter  Florin  (equivalent  to  our  present 
sixpence).  £0-025.  or  25  mils.  The  10  mil  piece  =  £0*010  (  =  2-4 
I)ence)  ;  5  mil  piece  £0  005  (  =  1-2  pence),  both  in  nickel.  The 
bronze  coins  would  be :  4.  3.  2,  and  1  mil  pieces,  equivalent 
ro.?]iecrtively  to  0-96,  0'72,  0-48,  and  0-24  pence.  This  schejne 
would  eliminote •  the  crown,  half-crown,  and  threepenny  piece, 


but  pending  the  witlwirawal  of  the  two  fonper  they  could  b" 
exadtly. expressed  as  250  and  125  mils  re^pecttivoly.  The  total! 
number  of  coins  would  not  be  greater  than  that  of  our  present 
systejn.  Tho  pamphlet  shows  w^hy  the  present  is  an  opportune 
tune  for  making  the  change. 


BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Mr.  George  F.  Corrall,  ptharmacist,  has  pim:ihased  the  busi- 
ness oiirried  on  for  many  years  by  Mr.  L.  Davies  at  Enfield 
Wash. 

Messrs.  Newberys,  Charterhouse  Square,  E.G.  1,  announce 
that  their  warehouses  will  be  closed  at  6  p.m.  on  December  24, 
and  reopened  on  December  31.  Stocktaking  from  December  27 
to  29. 

Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton,  will  cloee 
their  promises  from  Decerhber  22 — 29  for  the  Christmas  holidays 
and  stock  taking.  Urgent  post  orilers  will  be  execute*!  during 
that  pt-rio.l. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Lieut.  Kenneth  E.  Wootton,  Tank  Corps,  son  of  the  Principal 
of  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  is  in  hospital  in  France 
severely  wounded. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Jennings,  M.5.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  elder  son  of  Mr. 
J.  A.  Jennings,  pharmaceutist,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  has 
obtained  the  degree  of  M.B.,  B.S.  Lond. 

Sir  William  Tilden  has  just  completed  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Macmillan  and  Cb.  for  publication,  his  life  of 
Sir  William  Ramsay,  the  famous  chemist. 

Sergt.  F.  D.  Middleton,  R.E.,  elder  son  of  Mr.  J.  Middle- 
ton,  M.P.S. ,  of  Forest  Gate,  has  been  granted  a  commission  in 
the  Royal  Engineers.  His  bax>ther.  Corporal  Geoffrey  Middle- 
ton,  is  also  serving  in  the  Royal  Engineers. 

Major  Cossar,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Australasia,  and  iSenior  Pharmaceutical  Officer  of  the  Defence 
Department,  who  is  in  England  on  important  official  business, 
called  ait  the  Society's  headquarters  during  this  week  and  was 
welcomed  by  the  President  and  the  m<^mbcre  of  tho  Council. 

Miss  Doris  F.  Barfoot,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  R.  D.  Barfoot, 
M.P.S.,  F.S.M.C.,  B.O.A.,  chemis*,  of  West  Bars,  Chesterfield, 
has  been  successful  in  passing  the  B.Sc,  first  class,  London 
University.  Miss  Barfoot  has  been  a  student  at  Reading  Uni- 
versity College,  and  had  a  Derbyshire  County  Coiincil  Major 
Scholarship. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Marr,  tlie  newly-elected  President  of  tbe  Doncaster 

and  District  Association  of  Pharmacists,  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  the  late  Mr.  Hammond,  of  Hull.  He  has  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  pharmacy  at  London,  Grimsby,  Sheffield, 
and  Thorne,  and  settled  at  Wheatley,  a  suburb  of  Doncaster, 
sixteen  years  ago.  He  has  been  an  enthusiastic  memiber  of  the 
Association  since  its  formation  in  1909,  and  his  elevation  to  the 
Presidential  chair  is  extremely  popular. 

The  many  friends  in  pharmaceutical  and  other  circles  of  Mr. 
Edmund  White  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  and 
Mrs.  White,  will  receive  with  lively  interest  the  announcement 
of  the  approaching  marriage  of  their  son,  Lieutenant  J.  White, 
A.S.C.,  formerly  of  the  4th  North  Hants,  to  Miss  Esme  Rougier 
Chapman,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Chapman,  Woodborough 
Lodge,  Putney,  London,  S.W.  The  marnage  will  take  place 
on  the  occasion  of  Lieutenant  White's  next  visit  home  on  leave 
from  the  front,  which  is  likely  to  be  before  Christmas. 

Mr.  G.  Heughan,  who  has  been  elected  Honorary  Secretary 
to  the  Dewsbury  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association,  was 
bom  at  Dalbeattie,  Scotland,  and  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  R.  J. 
Shennan,  of  that  town.  Later  he  becamo  assistant  to  Mr.  G. 
Mackie,  Renficid  Street,  Glasgow,  for  two  years.  He  then 
studied  at  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  qualified  at 
Edinburgh  in  1909.  After  doing  "  locum "  work  in  the  West 
of  Scotland  for  several  chemists,  Mr.  Heughan  accepted  a  pc»t 
in  London  with  Mr.  F.  Rogers,  Oxford  Street,  W.  In  1913  le 
purdha-sed  the  old-established  business  at  No.  25,  Northga''e, 
Dewsbui-y,  where  he  now  carries  on  a  successful  business. 


MARRIAGE. 


Re€5  ewett. — On  November  15,  at  the  Welsh  Baptis* 
Church,  Castle  Street,  Oxford  Circus,  W.,  by  the  Rev.  Francis 
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Knoyle,  B.A.,  Hammersmith,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Porter 
China  Inland  Mission,  David  A.  Rees,  Ph.C,  M.P.S.,  F.S.M.C. 
And  V.T.C.,  to  Alice,  daug-hter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Hewett 
Old  Catton,  Norwioh. 


DEATHS. 

Hardy.— On  November  28,  at  Gaddesby  Villa,  Hunstanton, 
Norfolk,  William  Hardy,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  81. 

Chandler.— On  November  16^  at  St.  Albans,  Bath  Road 
Devizes,  James  Chandler,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  79. 

November  28,  at  2,  Queensdown  Road,  Clapton, 
N.E.,  Thomas  Sharpe  Beckett,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  82. 

Shannon.— On  December  1,  at  175.\,  Highbury  New  Park, 
N.,  Robert  James  Shannon,  eheniist  and  druggist    Aged  55! 

Dodd.— On  December  3,  at  his  residence,  Burton  Grange, 
Cheshunt,  W.  Ralph  Dodd,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  a  director 
of  Messrs.  Alien  and  Hanburys,  Ltd.  Furt^her  reference  will  be 
made  to  Mr.  Dodd  in  our  ne.xt  issue. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
Magnesia  as  a  Bread  Improver. 

Tlio  Davy  who  suggested  the  use  of  magnesia  was  Edmund 
Itevy,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Cork  Institution.    The  par- 
ticulajs  are  given  by  Accum  (1820),  axid  are  as  follows:—"  Tie 
carbonate  of  magnesia  of  the  shops,  when  well  mixed  with  flour 
m  the  proportion  of  from  twenty  to  forty  grains  to  a  pound  of 
flour,  materially  improves  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  bread 
Loaves  made  with  the  addition  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  rise 
Tvell  m  the  oven,  and  after  being  baked  the  bread  is  Hght  and 
spongy,  haa  a  good  tast«,  and  keeps  well.    In  cases  when  the 
new  flour  is  of  an  indifferent  quahty,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
grams  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  to  a"  pound  of  flour  will  con- 
siderably improve  the  bread.    When  the  flour  is  of  the  worst 
quality,  forty  grains  to  a  pound  of  flour  seem  necessary  to 
produce  tlie  aame  effect."      Davy  experimented  with  other 
articles,  but  found  magnesia  to  give  the  best  results,  and  he 
reoomanended  it  because  of  its  innocent  character.    It  appears 
from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Parliamentary  Commission 
on  the  Adulteration  of  Food.  Drink,  and  Drugs,  held  in  1855, 
mat  magnesia  in  bread  was  occasionally  met  with  at  that  tima'; 
Dr.  Normandy  .spoke  to  meeting  with  such  an  admixture  three 
tunes  in  1847.    Mitchell  (Treatise  on  the  Falsifications  of  Food, 
1848)  was  aware  of  its  use,  and  gave  directions  for  its  detection. 
Dr.  Paris  (1837)  refers  to  Davy's  suggestion,  and  says :— "  From 
my  own  €xpcr'um<€,  of  its  effects,  I  apprehend  that  it  neutralises 
an  acid  which  Ls  produced  during  the  fermentation  of  inferior 
flour,  and,  beconiing  itself  decomposed  by  the  same  a/Ction,  gives 
out  <»rbonic  acid,  and  this  contributes  to  the  sponginess  of  the 
loaf."    In  oonnection  with  this  matter,  it  is  worth  pointing  out 
that,  about  1820,  the  bakers  of  Bruges  had  found  out  that 
copfper  8ulphatf5  helped  to  restore  the  tenacity  of  the  gluic. 
whi<i  had  becom<-  degraded  in  inferior  and  damp  flour.  Lieoig 
had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  made  some  experi- 
ments to  fand  some  harmless  substance  which  could  be  us.-jJ 
in  the  place  of  the  copper  and  in  place  of  alum,  which  was 
most  commonly  used  in  London  at  that  time  for  the  same  mir- 
poee.    He  found  what  he  sought  in  "  pure,  cold  saturated  lime- 
water,"  in  the  proportion  of  26  lbs.  or  27  lbs.  of  it  to  100  lbs. 
of  flour.    There  was  obtained  "a  beautiful,  solid,  elastic,  highly 
porous  brea<],  free  from  acidity  and  moisture,  of  most  excellent 
flavour,  and  which  is  preferred  to  all  others  by  those  who  have 
«aten  it  for  some  time.''    Because  the  acidity  of  the  bread  has 
disappeared,  the  quantity  of  salt  should   be  increased.  The 
action  of  all  these  6ub.%tances,  including  the  magnesia,  is  not 
merely  that  they  act  as  bleaching  agents  on  the  flour;  they 
.ay  do  that  to  some  extent;  but  th^^y  reirtore  the  elasticity  to 
i<3  gluten,  which  has  suffered  by  reason  of  incipient  fermenta- 
•ion  due  to  bad  storage  or  exposure  to  damp  and  other  adverse 
rfifluences.    There  mu.st  be  large  quantities  of  damaged  grain 
nd  flour  in  the  countrv.    It  is,  therefore,  highly  desirable,  to 
:.y  the  least,  that  chemistiS  should  at  once  turn  t.h<"ir  aften-fioTi 
'/  seeing  what  can  be  done  to  improve  the.se  goods  for  nutritive 
jrposea,  and   that  medical  men  should  take  a  hand  in  the 
'ing  of  it.    The  hunting  after  "chemical  purity"  might  very 
'■11  be  closed  down  t/)  make  way  for  exhaustive  experiments 
;>on  the  besrt  means  of  making  available  to  the  best  advan- 
;ige  of  all  our  frx-xl  res^jurce?.    Surely  a  few  chemists  can  bo 
spared  from  the  making  of  munitions  to  ptrmit  of  the  pro- 


secution of  thorough  researches  into  the  conservation  of  our 
stores  of  food  and  into  the  improvement  of  methods  of  manu- 
facture, storage,  and  elaboration.  For  too  many  years  our 
chemists  have  played  the  policeman  ujwn  tho  manufacturers, 
and  consequently  have  followed  them,  instoa<l  of  playing  the 
part  of  pioneers  and  pointing  out  how  improvements  can  be 
made.  The  whole  system  is  topsy-turvy.  Why  should  not 
chemists  indicate  what  colouring  matters  are  harmless  for  colour- 
ing foods?  Why  shoidd  they  not  fearlessly  say  what  fats  can 
be  helpfully  used  in  place  of  butter,  eto.  ?  Scores  of  similar 
questions  suggest  themselves.  The  answer  will  be,  of  course, 
because  it  would  not  pay.  Certainly  it  would  not  pay  the  con- 
sulting chemi.st.  Then  let  us  have  a  Government  bureau,  with 
well-pvaid  men  who  shall  be  competent  to  advise  u^Kin  these 
matters,  in  some  such  way,  but  more  extensively,  as  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  Agriciilture  and  Fisheries.  This  is  a  piece  of  work 
which  shovdd  enter  into  any  Government  sdheme  of  reconstruc- 
tion. Your  text,  sir,  has  led  me  rather  farther  afield  than  \vm 
my  first  intention. 
Manchester,  December  4,  1917.  William  Kirkbt. 


Business  Knowledge  as  a  Subject  for  the 
Qualifying  Examination. 

Readei-s  of  The  Fhaimaceutical  Journal  of  la,st  week  will 
have  noticed  tlie  re))ort8  of  a  paper  by  Miss  Baa-rowrriam  at  a 
meeting  of  the  South- Western,  Pharmacists'  Association  on 
November  20,  and  one  by  Miss  Boag  a-t  the  Edinburgb 
Chemists'  Assistants'  A.ssocia,tioin  on  November  21.  Both 
these  pa<pers  advocated  the  ujigent  need  of  a  thorougih 
business  training  for  the  pharmacist.  To  the  inteEigent  on- 
looker it  must  surely  appear  as  a  curious  lanomaly  that  the 
qu'aJifyinig  examination  for  a  profession,  90  per  cent,  of  the 
members  of  w'hiich  are  engaged  in  retail  work,  should  com- 
pletely and  utterly  ignoffe  the  subject  of  businees  altogetheir. 
Yet  tliis  is  the  problem  wihicth  confronts  the  apprentice  in 
pbarmaoy — no  matter  how  anisiouB  he  is  to  become  a  good 
business  pharmacist  there  is  absolutely  no  maiohinery  _  to 
enable  him  to  achieve  this  end.  There  is  no  official  training 
whiich  he  can  undergo  that  is  guaranteed  to  give  him  any 
insight  into  even  the  very  rudimerute  of  business,  let  alone 
equippinig  him  to  become  eflScienit  in  that  direction.  I 
sipeak  feelingly,  being  an  apfpirentioe  myself.  The  majority 
of  pha.rmaxjisits  are  shopkeeipers,  there  is  no  getting  away 
from  that  fact,  and  they  are  shopkeepcins  wifahourt;  adequate 
training.  Until  a  sound  official  training  in  business  methods 
and  business  problems  is  given  to  the  appremitioe,  and  inr 
eluded  in  the  syllabus  of  the  qualifyinig  examination,  the 
qualified  assistant  will  continue  to  find  himself  thrown  into 
the  business  world  with  no  knowledge  of,  or  at  the  best  a  most 
inadequate  acqu.aintiance  with,  that  world:  He  will  be  left 
fx>ndMnnod  to  oomipeto  with  keen,  trained  busiinese  Intellects, 
with  whatever  scraps  of  information  he  may  have  been  able 
to  scrape  together  out  of  his  distinctly  limited,  and  probably 
blindfolded,  experience,  and  he  will  be  expected  to  make  a, 
success  of  it !  Surely  the  dice  are  loade.d  against  hin», 
London,  W,,  Deoepiber  4,  1917,  M,  Bustabd. 


Stepping=Stones. 

The  relevancy  of  Mr.  Adamson's  "  quasi -Tennyeonian  "  text 
to  the  sermon  that  followed  is  not  apparent.  Not  to  emphasise 
the  fact  that  he  misquoted  it  in  other  particulars,  ihe  omitte<l 
words  which  give  it  an  entirely  different  significance  from  that 
which  he  read  into  it.  Of  course,  anybody  can  rise  on  stepping- 
stones  if  he  can  find  them,  but  Tennyson  would  hardly  have 
lefeired  to  an  earlier  singer  for  so  obvious  a  truth  as  that.  This 
is  what  he  actually  wrote: — 

I  hold  it  truth,  with  him  who  sings 
To  one  elea,r  harp  in  divers  tones. 
That  men  may  rise  on  stepping-stones 
Of  their  dead  selves  to  higher  things; 
and  the  comment  he  made  upon  the  saying  suggests  that  he 
did  not  accept  it  without  qualification.    I  do  not  know  whether 
the  annotated  edition  of  the  poem  tells  us  who  this  eai-lier  singer 
was.    Several  guesses,  none  of  them  very  convincing,  have  been 
ma<le.    The  thought  seems,  however,  to  be  founded  on  that 
saying  of  St.  Augustine's  which  Longfellow  afterwards  naade 
the  text  of  a  poem: — "  De  vitiis  nost.ris  scalam  nobis  facimus, 
si  vitia  ipsa  calcamu-s,"    Tennyson,  of  course,  was  thinking  of 
our  losses,  not  of  our    vices,    but   his   verses  are  almost  as 
inappropriate  to  Mr.  Adamson's  address  •as  the  original  saying 
Duld  have  been. 

December  1.  1917.  '  ChristophoroI  "  (225/6). 
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Inadequate  Profits  on  Proprietaries. 

Esperanto "  is  right  in  suggesting  that  every  Local  Asso- 
ciation should  study  this  question  now.  Individual  effort  is  use- 
less. But  so  long  as  h©  and  other  chemists  remain  under  the 
delusion  that  propi-ietaries  at  20  per  cent,  gross  are  a  paying 
buainess  proposition  and  a  "  valua/ble  asset  to  the  retailor  "  there 
is  no  hope  of  hotter  terms.  He  must  not  forgot  it  costs  him 
at  least  12^  per  cent,  to  serve  them.  Every  cu?jtomer  he  serves 
costs  ihim  over  2d.,  and  his  average  takings  do  not  exceed 
Is.  6d.  Any  Association  must  look  at  the  question  from  a  broad 
point  of  view,  just  as  a  farmer  ougiht  to  do.  One  cultivates 
and  produces  wheait  to  make  a  living,  the  other  medicines. 
The  farmer  has  to  deal  with  game,  rabbits,  rats,  thistles,  and 
weeds.  The  ilrst-mentioned  yield  food  and  profit,  so  he  gives 
them  a  chance.  Rats  ho  tries  to  exterminate  b^ause  they  rob 
him  of  his  produce.  If  he  encourages  the  growth  of  weeds  he 
will  fail  in  his  crop  of  wheat,  and  if  he  tries  to  raise  another 
it  must  eventually  get  smothered.  Every  article  sold  should 
pay  its  market  dues.  None  else  should  'be  encoufaged.  We 
are  not  in  businc&s  to  increase  trade  for  our  keenest  competitors, 
but  to  bxiild  one  for  oui-selves.  If  there  is  no  efficient  chemists' 
trade  union,  there  ought  to  be. 

Hereford,  December  3,  1917.  J.  J.  Jacksox 

(Chave  and  Jack.son,  I,ttl.). 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Specimen  of  Agaric  (A.  McK.— 225/4).— The  Curator  informs 
us  that  your  specimen  is  Paxilhis  invululii^. 

Baker's  Soldering  Fluid  (R.  P.  C.— 223/45).— We  are  anablo 
to  find  any  reference  to  &  soldering  fluid  under  this  name. 

Glycerin  Substitute  (H.  H.— 225/9).— For  a  glycerin  substitute 
for  outward  application,  we  suggest  that  you  use  the  Liquid 
Parenol  of  the  Codex. 

Methylated  Spirit  Licence  (H.  O.  I.— 223/40).— You  are 
entitled  to  a  return  of  a  poition  of  the  licence  fee,  if  you  can 
show  that  you  have  been  unable  to  obtain  supplies  of  S.V.M.. 
and  have  not  sold  by  retail. 

Heroin  Preparation  {E.  G.  T. — 225/11). — The  prei>aration 
would  appear  to  be  in  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule,  and  a  sig- 
nature is  not  a  statutory  obligation.  We  doubt  the  expediency 
of  supplying  such  large  quantities  as  you  name. 

Asthma  Cure  (J.  R.  J. — 222/39). — The  asthma  cure  you  name 
is  staved  in  a  Gennan  work  of  reference  to  contain  SympJocarpva 
foetidus  and  Datura  arhorea.  We  are  informed  on  good 
»uthoirity  that  the  preparation  does  not  contain  a  poison  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Solution  for  Nostrils  (W.  H.  F.— 225/10).— (1)  Borax,  6  grs. ; 
sodium  bicarbonate,  6  grs. ;  glycerin  of  phenol,  10  minims;  water 
to  1  fl.  oz.  (2)  Glycerin  of  borax,  60  grs.  ;  water  to  10  ft.  oz.  (3) 
Sodium  sulphate,  60  grs. ;  water,  5  to  10  fi.  oz.  These  are  all 
Central  Throat  Hospital  formulae.  The  directions  for  use  are 
»9  you  state, 

Spray  Solution  for  Cinemas  {F.  P.— 225/23).— Thymol,  1  oz. ; 
oil  of  eucalyptus,  4  fli.  oz. ;  oil  of  lavender,  4  fl.  oz. ;  aloohdl, 
5  pints ;  water  to  one  gallon.  Dissolve  the  thymol  and  the 
oils  in  the  alcohol;  add  enouigh  water  to  make  one  gallon, 
and  filter  if  necessia.ry.  You  could  produce  a  concentrated 
form  of  this  without  difficulty. 

"  Tri-Iodo-Ethyl  Phenyl"  (W.  E.— 225/3).— Inquiries  a«  to  a 
preparation  having  this  name  arc  frequent.  We  can  make  no 
assertion,  however,  regarding  the  application  of  the  term  to 
the  preparation  yoir,  refer  to.  Try  the  following  for  what  you 
j-<>quire; — Make  a  solution  of  5  to  1  per  cent,  of  phenol  in  dis- 
tilled water,  and  ^ake  up  with  it  a  little  iodoform  in  powder, 
then  filter. 

Glycerin  and  Methylated  Spirit  (A.  S.— 225/1).— No  medicinal 
glycerin  is  now  being  manufactured,  and  you  cannot,  therefore, 
replcnisih  your  stock.  The  matter  is,  therefore,  one  for  the 
exercise  of  your  own  discretion.  In  regard  to  S.V.M.,  if  you 
supply  any  jxjrson  without  reasonable  assurance  that  it  is  not 
destined  for  burning  or  domestic  use,  your  supplies  will  be  liable 
to  be  cut  off.  Doctors  and  others  should  nave  the  position 
clearly  explained,  and  unreasonable  demands  should  be  reported. 

Aqueous  Shampoo  Solution  (T.  D.— 224/26).— We  have  no 
triotl  formula  for  a  shampoo  liquid  tliat  would  meet  all  your 
requirements,  but  we  suggest  the  following  as  a  basis : — 
Quillaia  bark,  8  oz.  :  distilled  water,  2  pint.«.  Make  a  decoction, 
boihng  gently  until  the  strained  product  measures  one  pint, 


then  add  bay  rum,  8  fl.  02. ;  acetic  other,  ^  fl.  dr.  You  miglbt 
substitute  solution  of  ammonia  for  the  bay  rum,  and  some 
suitable  perfume  for  the  acetic  ether.  This  would  doubtles.- 
produce  a  good  lather,  and  the  ammonia  would,  at  the  same 
time,  by  its  volatility,  tend  to  make  the  lather  subside  quickly. 
The  decoction  could,  of  cowse,  be  concenitrated  to  meet  your 
requirements. 

Lanolin  Toilet  Emulsion  {E.  J.  W.— 224/49).— Hydrou.- 
lanolin,  240  grs. ;  prepared  lard,  240  grs.  ;  borax,  180  grs.  ;, 
powdered  soap,  180  grs.  Mix  in  a  warm  mortar,  and  add  by 
degrees: — Rose  water,  10  fl.  oz.  .Strain  through  muslin,  and 
add  :— Essence  of  cucumbers,  4  fl.  drs. ;  eau  do  Cologne,  2  fl.  oz.  y 
glycerin,  6  fl.  drs. ;  elder  flower  water  to  1  pint.  This  is  easy 
to  manipulate,  and  keeps  well.  Or  this :— Anhydrous  lanolin, 
1  oz. ;  powdered  Castile  soap,  \  oz. ;  warm  gently,  mix,  and 
add  warm  distilled  water,  1  fl.  oz.  Make  a  strong  primary 
emulsion  and  dilute,  then  add  glycerin,  2  fl.  drs. ;  oil  of  rose, 
5  minims;  distilled  water  to  6  fl.  oz.  A  glycerin  substitute 
should  be  used  in  each  case  for  the  glycerin. 

Ear  Canker  in  Cats  (B.  G.  H.— 224/22).— The  symbiotes  of 
oats  dwell  in  the  meatus,  am-d  are  quiescent  the-  greater  pait 
of  their  time,  but  when  they  move,  they  do  so  en  ma&.ie,  and 
the  irritation  is  such  tliat  many  young  oate  rush  a'bout  as 
if  in  a  fit.  When  accustomed  to  the  annoyanice,  they  shake 
the  bead  as  on©  would  ilf  waiter  were  poured  into  its  ear. 
They  strike  itho  back  of  the  ear  with  the  hind  .foot,  and 
cause  abrasions,  and  ohronnc  sores.  The  mites  must  be 
destroyed  .before  hope  of  cure  can  be  emtert.ained.  4i  lotion 
of  1  in  50  of  Lysol  will  kill  the  parasites,  but  the  ear  should 
bo  syringed-  out  a  few  minoites  Later,  a«  felines  are  very 
intolerant  of  coal-tair  derivatives.  Unig.  Ilyd.  Nit.,  with  2(J 
parts  lanolin,  also  answers  the  purpose.  Daily  afterwards 
the  meatus  ma.y  be  .filled  wiith  equal  parts  Ung.  Zijioi  Ox. 
and  Boft  paraffin,  .and  finally  cTeaned.  The  article  refen-ed  to 
will  appea.r  shortly.  No,  there  are  only  amateurish  works 
wh.ich  wou.ld  not  satisfy  you. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Corn  Spots,  P.J.F.  10,450  (161/10).— Makers  and  quotations? 

"Toropax"  Effervescing  Mouth  Wash  Tablets  (161/9).— 
Makers,  or  where  obtainable? 

Crane  Brand  Lanoline  in  6d.  and  Is.  tubes  (161/8).— Wh«r» 
obtainable  ? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 


SUNDAY,  December  9. 

^C^,  United  Arts  Rifle.s,  D  Company  (Pharmacists).— 

^  /\         Inspection  by  Field  Marshal  Viscount  French  at  Epsom. 

Company  will  parade  at  Victoria,  Ij.B,  &  S.C.  Station, 
(  iJKr^J  \        8.55  a.m.  (Clapham  .Junction,  south  end  of  subway, 
V  Ww>i'3l  9.5  a.m.).    Uniform,  marchinR  order.  Overcoat  in  pack, 
which  will  be  carried  round  the  shoulders,  and  not 
(iSf^-^'^  attached  to  the  braces.   Lunch  In  haversack,  and  water 

bottles  to  be  full.   Battalion  will  return  at  3  p.m.  from 
Ejisom  Downs  station.    All  ranks  will  attend,  and  any- 
one unable  to  do  so  must  state  his  reasons  in  writing  to  the  Adjutant. 
Tuesday,  December  11. — 8.dO  p,m. .Machine  Gun  instruction. 
Wednesday,  December  12. — 3  p.m..  No.  2  Platoon,  Bombing  Lecture. 
Thursday,  December  13. — 3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  Platoons.  Platoon 
organisation,  etc.    All  parades  at  Headquarters  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  12. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentlce.s'  As.socia- 
tlon.— Meeting  at  7.30  p,m.,  at  36,  York  Place.  "  Apprenticeship  20 
years  ago  and  now."  Mr.  .J.  H.  Tain=h,  Vice-President.  "  Back  Shop  Ex- 
periments," a  practical  demonstration  by  Mr,  J.  Rutherford  Hill.  Ph.C. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  — Smoking  Concert  at 
8.50  p.m.,  in  the  Chess  Club  Room,  65,  Market  Street.  Collection  for  the 
Benevolent  Fund. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.— Meeting  at 
8.30  p.m.  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Church 
Street.    Address  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Hines. 

Western  Pharmacists'  Association  (of  London).— Meeting  at  8.15  p.m., 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  0.\ford  Street,  W.  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
J.  P.  Gilmour  on  "  Pre-war  Vacations  in  Ireland  and  Scotland."  Ladies 
specially  invited. 

THURSDAY,  December  13. 

HarroKate  and   District    Pharmaceutical  Association. — Meeting  1 

of  members.    "  Description  and  Some  Effects  of  Ultra  Violet  Light,"  bjr 
Dr.  F.  A.  Johns,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S. 

tSorth  London  Pharmacists'  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the 
West  Ham,  East  Ham,  and  Metropolitan  Pssex  District  A.ssocia- 
tionof  Pharmacists.  — Meeting  at  3,30  p.m.  at  the  Progressive  Pharmacy 
Club.  Arundel  Hotel,  Victoria  Embankment.  W.C  2.  '•  Business  Methods,'' 
by  Mr.  Alec  Nathan,  Managing  Director  of  Glaxo,  Ltd. 
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The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Editorial  Offices  :  17,BIoomsbui'y  Square,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  Pharmacentlc&I  Jonrnal  and  Pharmacist  la  the  oGflcial  organ 
•f  the  Pharmaceatlcal  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
the  drag  trade  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  oldest  Heekly  newspaper 
for  Pharmacists.  It  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
of  Any  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  In 
■ngland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  It  also  circulates  widely  In 
Ireland,  Australasia,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland.  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
Ihe  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 
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Society :  Museum  3226. 
Publishers :  Holborn  174. 


TELEGEAPHIG  ADDRESSES: 
EDITOB:  "PBABMAKON,  LONDON." 
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Publishers:  "Pharmads^ London." 


EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  17.  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE:  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.G.  1. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 

Insura.ice  Dispensing :  Poison  Bottles. 

In  accordance  with  the  undertaking  given  by  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  (England  and  Wales),  tjhey  have  now  issued  an 
amending  Regulation  providing  for  the  supply  by  panel  chemists 
of  poison  bottles  for  scheduled  poisons,  etc.,  on  the  deposit 
system.  This  change  is  legalised  by  the  deletion  from  the 
Agreement  between  Insurance  Committees  and  panel  chemists  of 
Clause  6,  and  the  deletion  of  the  expression  in  Clause  7:  "Not 
being  a  substance  to  which  the  last  preceding  clause  relates." 
The  text  of  the  deleted  Clause  6  is  as  follows:—"  6.  The  chemist 
shall  provide,  free  of  charge,  to  a  person  presenting  such  order 
as  aforesaid,  proper  bottles  or  other  vessels  for  any  substances 
to  which  Section  5  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  or  the 
Regulations  made  under  Section  1  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
relate." 

Index  to  Volume  43  of  the  Journal. 

The  index  to  the  above  volume  of  the  Journal,  which  will  be 
rr  ady  early  in  .January,  will  not  be  sent  out  with  all  copies  of 
the  'Journal.  Only  a'  limited  number  of  the  Index  will  be 
printed,  and  any  member  of  the  Society  or  subscriber  desiring 
a  copy  can  obtain  it  by  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  iSociety, 
17.  ^loomsbury  Square,  W.CM. 

Sir  Arthur  Pearson's  Fund  for  the  Children  of  Blinded 
Soldiers  and  Sailors. 

In  thankfullv  axsknowledging  receipt  of  tfho  following  a<ld.i- 
tioaai  subscriptions  to  the  fund  for  this  highly  dcservin.g  object, 
we  venture  earnestly  to  commend  its  claims  to  the  many 
readers  to  whom  we  look  to  support  it  as  well  and  worthily 
as  those  who  have  already  so  liberally  responded  to  our  appeal : 
Subscription  List.  £  s.  d. 

H.  G.  Hanks,  Swindon    0    5  0 

D.  T.  .Tones.  Mexborouigh    0  15  0 

A.  J.  Phillips,  London    2   2  0 

D.  F.  Ritchie,  Ncfwport,  I.W  .•   0  10  0 

Christinas  Vacation. 

The  Society's  promi.ses  at  Blooms-bury  Square  will  be  entirely 
closed  from  2  p.m.  on  December  22  till  9  a.m.  on  December  27. 
AH  communioaticms  sent  for  publication  in  (ihe  issue  of  The 
Ph/irmaceutical  Journal  of  December  29  Aould  reach  the 
EfJitorial  Department  not  later  tham  tiho  morning  of  Decem- 
ber 22. 


EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

THE  SECRET  OF  SUCCESS  IN  BUSINESS. 

^Iankind,  which  has  wanted  many  things  both  large  and 
long,  has  never  lacked  counsellors,  that  the  saying  might  be 
fullilled  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive ;  and 
pharmacy,  which  is  so  meagrely  endowed  with  worldly  goods 
and  other  material  benefits,  has  always  been  amply  provided 
v/ith  advice  botli  from  outside  and  inside  sources.  Advice, 
however  wholesome  it  may  be,  is  seldom  acceptable  from  any 
quarter,  but  it  is  doubly  unpalatable,  if  not  unprofitable,  when 
it  is  given  with  an  air  of  authority  or  condescension  by 
members  of  one's  own  household.  It  is  gallmg  enough  when 
a  too  pushful  emissary  of  commerce,  whose  persuasive  methods 
lack  finish,  more  or  less  oracularly  accuses  the  phar- 
macist with  ■whom  he  proposes  to  deal,  of  business 
incapacity  or  atrophy,  unless  he  can  be  induced  to 
adopt  the  said  emissary's  patent  device  for  making 
the  fortune  of  anyone  and  everyone  but  that  of  the 
inventor  of  it.  But  the  case  is  aggravated  a  hundredfold 
when  every  well-meaning  propagandist  of  reform  in  business 
knowledge  and  technique  sets  about  to  lay  down  the  law  of 
success  in  business  in  terms  of  his  own  special  canons  and 
standards,  thus  affording  a  typical  example  of  the  fallacy  of 
arguing  from  a  special  case  to  a  general  rule,  which  in  another 
connection  fails  so  conspicuously  to  reveal  to  us  the  secret  of 
longevity,  a  condition  ascribed  to  all  sorts  of  mutually 
destructive  factors.  In  view  of  much  recent  dissertation  and 
discussion  upon  the  question  of  the  urgent  need  for  the  phar- 
macist of  reaJ  and  effective  business  knowledge  and  system,  it 
is  instructive,  if  not  exactly  edifying,  to  collate  some  of  the 
many  conflicting  teachings  on  the  subject  which,  doubtless  in 
good  faith,  have  been  propounded  at  one  time  or  another 
within  the  last  forty  years.  A  collocation  of  such  teachings 
discloses  what  in  logical  language  may  be  described  as  a 
congeries  of  contradictories,  or,  in  more  colloquial  parlance,  a 
hocus-pocus,  from  which  the  hapless  learner  is  free  to  make 
whatever  choice  best  chimes  in  with  his  prepossessions.  ^  It 
may  be  that  this  inchoate  mass  of  material  has  the  potentiali- 
ties in  it  of  a  science  and  art  of  business,  but  at  present  these 
are  no  more  discernible  than  were  the  "  promise  and  potency  " 
of  living  matter  and  the  intellect  of  Plato  and  Shakespeare 
in  the  primitive  nebulosity.  'Sundry  teachers  of  divers  times 
have  favoured  us  with  the  following  pi-inciples  and  maxims  of 
business  as  applicable  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  Until 
the  goats  of  science  are  separated  from  the  sheep  of  commerce 
there  can  be  no  peace  or  prosperity  within  the  borders  of 
pharmacy.  The  craze  for  so-called  scientific  culture  is  the 
bane  of  officinal  and  mercantile  pharmacy,  and  so  long  as  it 
persists  all  efforts  to  aggrandise  pharmacy  will  be  as  unavail- 
ing and  as  abortive  as  cultivating  the  sands,  whitewashing 
the  Ethiopian,  or  milking  a  he-goat  into  a  sieve.  Until  the 
pharmacist  is  so  educated  and  trained  that  his  scientific 
knowledge  and  equipment  equal,  yea,  and  exceed,  the 
standards  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  and  he  learns  to  cleave 
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closer  than  a  limpet  to  its  rock  to  pure  sublimated  professional 
pharmacy,  spurning  all  base  material  things,  there  can  be  no 
progress  in  y>harmacy  worthy  of  the  name.  If  a  man 
goes  into  business  for  anything  but  to  make  money  he  is  a 
fool.  If  he  goes  into  business  to  make  money  he  is  a  mei'e 
tradesman,  and  the  professional  spirit  and  ideal  are  not  in 
him.  Fair  better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  and  a  professional  stains 
than  the  fare  of  the  stalled  ox  and  an  overflowing  cash-register 
till.  The  man  who  attends  personally  to  every  detail  of  his 
business,  and  keeps  his  finger  on  all  the  threads  of  it  all  the 
time,  is  bound  to  succeed.  The  only  successful  man  of. 
business  is  he  who  so  organises  his  establishment  that  all  the 
de-tail  drudgery  is  devolved  upon  others,  while  it  suffices  for 
him  to  look  in  occasionally  and  touch  the  button  that  liberates 
the  driving  power.  Lacking  the  best  current  loose-ledger  or 
cai'd-index  system  of  book-keeping,  no  business  tan  attain  a 
full  measure  of  efficiency  or  success.  Fancy  'book-keeping 
systems  are  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  since  they  substitute 
mechanical  methods  for  disciplined  intelligent  action.  The 
m.an  who  does  not  advertise  is  lost.  The  man  who  adver- 
tises is  lost  to  the  higher  professional  life.  Take  stock  twice 
■a  ye<aa'  ot  oftener,  and  all  will  be  well.  Never  take  stock  at 
all  and  it  will  come  tO'  the  same  thing  in  the  end,  with  lass 
trouble.  The  study  of  experimental  psychology  is  a  pre- 
requisite for  success  in  business,  and  as  a  preparation  for  the 
learning  of  the  modern  craft  of  salesmanship.  It  is  not 
enough  to  learn  to  know  your  customer's  idiosyncrasies,  you 
moist,  from  his  phrenological,  psychological,  and  other 
diagnostics,  be  able  to  divine  his  true  inwardness  "  on  sight," 
in  order  that  you  may  handle  him,  as  an  angler,  who  has 
studied,  the  habits  of  the  "  finny  tiibe,"  would  handle  t'he 
fish  on  his  line.  Not  all  the  academic  quasi-scientific  instruc- 
tion in  the  world  will  ever  give  you  common  sense  and  discern- 
ment if  Nature  has  denied  these  powers  to  you.  Knowledge 
of  men  and  affairs,  of  human  nature  in  its  strength  and  weak- 
ness, and  the  wisdom  springing  from  such  knowledge,  are 
gained  iby  him  who  has  the  wit  fo'r  the  puTpase,  in  the  school 
of  experience.  At  the  best,  education,  which  never  creates 
faculty,  can  I  do  no  more  than  develop  and  fortify  it.  There 
were  kings  before  Againiemnon,  and  successful  men  of 
business  in  the  immemorial  antiquity  when  our  ancestors 
roamed  the  eai-th  "  neatly  and  inexpensively  clad  in 
mind."  Unless  a  man  has  mastered  the  art  and  mystery  of 
salesmanship  the  modern  retail  business  world  has  no  use  for 
him.  As,  according  to  most  of  its  apostles,  salesmanship 
seems  to  consist  principally  in  persuading  customers,  against 
their  better  judgment,  to  buy  what  they  don't  want,  it  is 
an  art  to  be  f.voided,  since  its  ultimate  effect  will  be  not  to 
improve  but  to  impair  business.  The  great  secret  of  success 
in  business  is  to  be  sui'e  that  your  income-tax  return  is  so 
made  up  that  you  won't  be  overtaxed.  The  great  secret  of 
success  in  business  is  so  to  compile  the  return  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  Commissioners  can't  get  at  the  exact  amount  of  your 
inccme.  "The  chief  thing  is  to  choose  a  proper  site-for  the 
pharmacy,  and  business  will  flow  to  it  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  site  of  the  pharmacy  is  a  subsidiary  consideration;  numy 
a  successful  business  is  done  in  an  obscure  back  street.  Both 
the  exterior  and  the  interior  of  the  pharmacy  should  be  made 
attractive  by  decorative  and  other  means.  Many  highly  suc- 
cessful businesses  are  cai'ried  on  in  old-fashioned,  unprepos- 
sessing premises.  Spectacular  and  arti.stic  window-dressing 
on  original  and  frequently  varied  lines  is  the  most  profitable 
form  of  advertisement.  Window-dressing  is  derogatory  to  the 
best  interests  of  pharmacy.  Good  drugs,  like  good  wine, 
need  no  bush,  and  many  of  those  that  are  advertised  by 
window-dressing  or  otherwise  ought  to  have  no  place  in  pure 
uJiarmacy.    Side-lines  are  the  salvation  of  pharmacy.  Side- 


lines are  the  damnation  of  i)ha)macy.  iSinc«  principals  and 
assistants  have  doffed  the  ajjron  pharmacy  has  gone  to  the 
dogs.  Since  aprons  have  been  discarded,  and  the  jyliarmacist 
goes  on  duty  mni<  apron  or  in  an  overall,  pharmacy  has 
as.sumed,  sai-torially  at  least,  a  professional  aspect.  It  is  the 
part  of  the  good  pliarmacist  always  to  be  in  attendance  on  and 
at  the  di.sposal  of  the  medical  profession,  the  public,  and  of 
all  placed  in  authority  over  him,  from  Government  depart- 
ments downwards,  to  the  end  that  he  may  live,  thrive,  do  well 
and  die  holily,  bequeathing  to  i])osterity  a  good  name  and  a 
substantial  taxable  personalty.  It  is  the  part  of  the  good 
j.harmaci^t  ahvays  to  think  and  act  as  if  he  wore  a  man  and 
not  la  slave,  not  to  abase  himself  or  cringe  to  any  class  oi' 
person,  but  to  be  self-respecting,  courteous,  and  reasonably  ser- 
viceable to  all;  in  othea'  woi-ds.to  ha.ve  individuality  and  the 
moral  courage  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  its  concomitant.  For, 
after  all,  as  some  of  our  would-be  mentors  do  seem  to  recog- 
nise, man  is  noit  necessarily  tlie  creatui'e  but  may  be  the 
master  of  method,  and,  first  and  last,  it  is  .personality  suite<l 
to,  or  suiting  it.=!elf  to,  a  modifiable  environment,  that  counts  ; 
and  adjuncts  in  the  foi-m  of  business  principles  and  methods 
are  merely  tools  the  use  of  which  may  make  for  or  mar  suc- 
cess according  to  the  quality  and  force  of  the  personality. 
Apart  from  this  fundamental  factor,  there  is  not  and  never 
can  be  any  secret  of  success  in  business. 


NOTE  ON  SOLUBILITY.' 

liV  1).  il.   DOTT,   rH.C,  F.I.C.,  F.K.S.E. 

.\ttriitiou  has  hi>cii  pi-evioii.sly  directed  to  the  fact  that  til? 
amorphous  conditiou  is  an  important  source  of  discrepant  state- 
ments as  to  solubility  of  alkaloidal  ."alts,  and  doubtless  of  othei- 
oiigianio  compounds.  In  discussing  the  existence  of  acid 
morphine  meoonatc,  it  was  pointed  out  {P.J.,  April  26,  1879. 
page  884)  that  the  salt  of  that  composition  is  4in  amorphon.^ 
substance,  the  solution  of  which  soon  deposits  crystals  of  the 
normal  jneconate.  The  apparent  hi.'^h  solubility  comi)arcd  with 
that  of  the  crystallised  neutral  salt  did  not  necessarily  provi' 
the  existence  of  an  acid  salt,  but  might  simply  be  due  to  tiic 
anioiphous  condition  of  the  salt.  The  following  additional 
observations  on  the  subject  may  be  of  some  little  interest.  When 
Mioiphinc  sulphate  is  evaporated  with  sulphuric  acid  .""ufficieiit 
to  form  the  acid  salt,  a  dry  amorphous  residue  is  obtained, 
which  is  not  deliquescent.  The  fact  that  the  amorphous  sub- 
stance may  be  ipowdered  and  exposed  to  moist  air  without 
deliquescing  is  probably  sufficient  to  prove  that  combination 
has  taken  place.  If,  for  instance,  calcium  sulphate  is  similarly 
evaporated  with  an  additional  equivalent  of  acid,  the  mixture 
does  not  become  dry  and  powdery,  and  when  oxfKJSod  to  air, 
attracts  jnoisture  just  as  free  sulphuric  acid  always  does.  Addi- 
tional evidence  that  the  acid  morphine  sulphate  is  ideally  formed 
exists  in  the  fact  that  wlien  washed  with  anhydrous  ether,  the 
ether  does  not  redden  litmus.  The  same  ether,  after  contact 
with  a  salt  containing  free  .sulphuric  acid,  gives  a  distinct  acid 
'  reaction.  When  this  amorphous  acid  salt  is  shaken  with  water, 
it  rapidly  dis.soIve«  to  the  extent  of  nearly  1  in  1,  and  then 
bp"ins  gradually  to  deposit  crj'Stals  of  the  neutral  sulphate«intil 
the  amount  in  "solution  is  alxjut  1  in  24,  practically  the  recog- 
nised solubility  of  ordinary  sulphate.  When  the  crystalline 
neutral  sulphate  is  ab.solutely  dried  at  120°  f.  and  sltaken  with 
water,  tlie  solubility  indicated  is  eimiply  that  of  the  hydrateil 
salt.  But  when  the  neutral  salt  is  taken  at  the  moment  of  its 
formation,  it  is  evidently  in  the  amorphous  stat<>.  and  indicates 
a  much  higher  degree  of  solubility  than  normally.  This  ma\ 
bo  shown  by  adding  to  a  weighed  portion  of  morphine  the 
equivalent  quantity  «f  normal  acid,  when  a  far  stronger  solution 
will  at  once  be  obtained  than  could  be  formed  from  the  crystal 
line  salt.  Those  high  solubilities  indicated  by  compounds  in 
the  amorphous  state  are  to  be  regarded  only  as  quasi-solubilities. 
t!ie  only  true  solubilities  having  reference  to  the  crystalline 
I Dnipoimds.  ,    . ,  i    j  • 

.\  sample  of  pure  white  emetine  hydrochloride  dissolved  n. 

9  parts  of  water,  but  the  solution  soon  became  cloudy  from 
the  formation  of  crv.stals.    It  required  3  parts  more  of  water 

10  render  the   salt   completely   soluble^  One  cannot  state 

•  Paper  communicatea  to  the  Scientific  Evenine  Meeting  of  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  December  5, 1917. 
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the  ^olubilicy  iinfcil  there  has  been  aiiiitple  time  for  tha 
sab  fuJly  to  crystallise.  In  assaying  opium  by  bhe 
B.P.  method,  some  of  the  moiphino  hydrate  crystallises 
■on  the  side  of  the  bottle  as  if  it  separated  from 
the  ether,  in  whicli  it  is  normally  nearly  insokilile.  That  a 
coiisiderable  proportion  is  at  first  taken  up  by  the  ether  can 
«a?ily  be  shown  by  decanting  the  ether  promptly  after  the  first 
agitation.  The  ctheir  may  contain  one-tonth  of  the  total 
morpliine  present.  It  ie  another  example  of  the  na.sccnt  and 
amorphou.s  condition  giving  an  apparently  abnormal  solubility. 


NOTE  ON  THE  TEST  FOR  METHYL  COMPOUNDS 
IN  ETHER. 

BY  D.  B.  DOTT,   PH.C,  F.I.C.,  F.H.S.E. 

In  a  former  note  (P. J.,  March  17,  1917,  page  236)  the  varia- 
tion in  results  obtained  from  difFerent  .samples  of  commercial 
f uchsin  was  discussed,  as  also  the  eff<'et  of  temperature  in  the 
preparation  of  the  test  sohition ;  but  I  had  not  at  the  time  any 
specially  prepared  specimens  to  compare  with  the  commercial 
samples.  Dr.  Boon,  of  the  Heriot-Watt  College,  kindly  sup- 
plied me  with  rosaniline  hydrochloride  and  pararosaniline  pre- 
pared under  his  supervision,  and  from  these  preparations  test 
solutions  were  made  according  to  the  official  directions.  Calling 
the  special  samples  R  and  P,  and  the  best  commercial  sample 
C.  the  following  results  were  obtained: — • 

With  ether  containing  0"5  per  cent,  (vol.)  of  wood  spirit : — 
violet  blue  after  twenty  minuted ;  R,  faint ;  P.  fairly  strong ; 
C,  strong  colouration.  With  ether  containing  0'2  per  cent,  (vol.) 
of  wood  spirit: — R,  very  faint;  P,  distinct;  C,  quite  decided. 
It  is  thus  evident  that  deficiency  in  delicacy  in  the  reaction  in 
question  does  not  indicate  defective  preijaration,  still  less  any 
adulteration  of  the  sample.  If  the  test  is  to  be  retained  and 
placefl  on  a  satisfactory  ba.sis,  the  fuchsin  employed  would 
require  to  be  standardised  against  a  solution  of  some  methyl 
compound.  It  might  be  stated  that  tlie  test  solution  of  fuchsin 
•when  applied  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  pure  ether  mixed  with 
0"2  j>er  cent,  of  its  volume  of  wootl  naphtha  of  Excise  standard, 
must  give  a  distinct  violet  blue  colour  in  ten  minutes. 

It  might  be  more  convenient  'to  employ  the  official  solution 
of  formaldehyde  as  a  means  of  testing  the  .sensitiveness  of  the 
fucksin  solution.  I  have  not  determined  the  limit  of  the  colour 
reaction,  but  with  O'Ol  C.c.  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  solution 
there  Ls  a  strong  violet  colour  in  ]es.s  than  twenty  minutes.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  solution  of  i>ararosanilino  had  a  per- 
sistent colour  in  itself,  which  interferes  with  its  value  as  a  test. 
The  colour  was  not  removed  by  adding  a  little  more  bisulphite. 
In  testing  the  weak  formaldehyde  solution  the  difference  between 
the  R  and  C  was  not  so  marked  as  in  tests  with  ether  containing 
■woo<l  spirit,  but  still  in  favour  of  the  sample  C,  while  sample 
~P  v.  ;is  apj-treciably  stronger  in  leaction  than  R. 


AN   INCOMPATIBLE  TAR  OINTMENT.* 

BY  r.r.OV.r.E  KI.LIOT. 

On  a  recent  occasion  the  following  prescription  was 
:  -pen-ed : — 

B     Hvdrarg.  Or.  Plav   cr.  7 

Zinci  Oxidi   dr.  1 

Ung.  Picis  Tjiq    oz.  1 

Ft.  iiUKt. 

Sig.  To  be  well  rubbed  into  the  parts  night  and  morning. 

The  zinc  oxide  and  yellow  oxide  of  mersury  were  mixed, 
libc^l  down  with  a  little  almond  oil,  and  incxirporated  with 
■  TJng.  Picia  Liq.    The  resulting  ointment  was  of  a  moderately 
■t  consistency,  but  on  ata,nding  for  an  hour  set  into  a  hard 
;is9.    When  broken  it  very  much  res<'rriblc<l  Burgundy  pitch 
consistency    and    genwal   appearance.    This   very  unusual 
iiavionr  for  an  ointment  attract^;d  attention,  and  an  endeavour 
IS  made  to  find  out  the  cause  of  it.    In  such  a  condition  it  was 
ite  hoffjloas  to  u-s<-  the  ointment  in  the  manner  directed.  Zinc 
Ide  ancl  yellow  oxide  of  mercury  were  mixed  with  Pix  Liquida 
the  profjortions  existing  in  the  ointment.    Tihie  paste  went 
•  ro  a  hard  mass  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  showing  that 
combination  had  taken  place,   prolmbly  l>etweon  the 
and  the  phenolic  constituents  of  the  wood  tar.  The 
j-il  constituents  of  wood  tar,  according  to  the  Briti.sh 
larmaceutical  (.-'odex^,  are  pyro-catwhin,  phenol,  guaiacol,  and 
itosol,  with  a  little  acetic  acid.    Phenol,  guaiaool,  and  creosol 
'■re  mixed  into  a  soft  pa«te  with  zinc  oxide.    In  each  case  the 

Paper  commanicated  to  the  Scientific  Rvenine  Meetine  of  the  North 
iiritish  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  iJecernber  5, 1917. 


soft  paste  went  into  a  .•4olid  mass  in  a  few  hours.  No  experiment 
was  made  with  pyro-catechin,  whidi  was  unobtainable.  These 
experiments  indicate  that  tho  zinc  (jxido  is  hopelessly  incom- 
patiblo  with  the  B.P.  tar  ointment.  Apart  from  the  practical 
impossibility  of  applying  such  an  oiutinont,  tho  soothing  and 
cooling  action  of  tho  zinc  oxide  would  bo  lost,  and  the  anti- 
septic effect  of  the  wood  tar  considi^rably  diminished.  In  an 
endeavour  to  overcome  tho'  difficulty,  zinc  carbonate  was  sub- 
.stitutod  for  tho  oxid<'.  This  mixture  also  gradually  stiffened, 
though  not  so  quickly  or  quite  to  the  same  extent  as  in  tlio 
case  of  the  oxide,  probably  from  the  fact  that  tho  carbonate , 
contains  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  metallic  zinc.  In  another 
endeavour  to  oVca'come  the  difficulty  the  prescription  was 
dispensed,  subsititutino^  for  Unguentum  Picis  Liq.,  B.P.  the 
Unguentum  Picis  Molle,  B.P.C.,  but  the  resulting  product  was  ' 
too  Jiard  and  tough  to  be  easily  rubbed  in.  The  patient  was 
leaving  town,  and  in  the  emergency  tho  prescription  was 
dispensed  with  a,  mixture  of  3  parts  olive  oil  and  5  parts  tar 
ointment.  This  gave  a  presentaible  ointment,  which  probably 
gave  satisfaction,  as  the  patient  never  returned. 


UNUUENTUM   AQUiE   ROS^,  B.P.* 

BY  GEORGE  ELLIOT. 

The  formula  for  Unguentum  Aquse  Rosse  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  1914,  differs  essentially  from  that  of  the  British 
Phavnnacopoeia,  1898.  Spermaceti  has  been  omitted,  1  per  cent, 
of  bora.x  has  been  added,  and  the  proportion  of  rose  water  haa 
been  reduced  from  approximately  36  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent. 
As  is  well  known,  the  difficulty  in  preparing  the  1898  ointment 
lay  in  the  fact  that  the  formula  ordered  too  large  a  proportion 
of  rose  water.  With  a  slightly  smaller  quantity  of  rose  water 
a  satisfactory  preparation  could  be  produced.  A  higher  per- 
centage of  water  than  that  in  the  1914  formula  can  easily  be 
incorporated,  and  there  was  not  tho  slightest  necessity  for  the 
addition  of  borax.  Unguentum  Aqure  Rosae  is  rarely  ordered 
in  prescriptions  by  itself,  but  is  frequently  prescribed  as  an 
emollient  basis  for  the  application  of  medicaments  such  as 
salicylic  acid,  resorcin,  animoniated  mercury,  oleate  of  mercury, 
calomel,  zinc  oxide,  precipitated  sulphur,  etc.  Unguentum 
Aqufe  Rosae,  B.P.,  1914,  gives  a  distinct  alkaline  reaction  with 
litmus  paper,  and  an  ointment  basis  ougiht  to  be  neutral.  This 
is  especially  so  in  an  ointment  containing  a  large  percentage 
of  water  which  facilitates  any  ))ossible  cheniieal  ch:inge.  Owing 
to  the  comparatively  feeble  acidic  properties  of  borio  acid, 
salicylic  acid  readily  enters  into  combination  with  borax, 
fovniing  a  solution  containing  probably  sodium  saTic.ylate. 
Resorcin  is  also  readily  acted  upon  by  borax.  Ammoniated 
mercury  with  borax  gives  off  free  ammonia  even  an  the  cold,  and 
much  more  readily  if  warmed.  Calomel  with  borax  reacts  with 
formation  of  black  mercurous  oxide.  A  similar  reaction  takes 
place  with  oleate  of  mercury,  giving  mercuric  oxide  which, 
owino-  to  the  darkening  of  the  ointment,  appears  to  be  nirther 
retluoed.  In  all  probability  prescribers  do  not  realise  that  the 
new  ointment  basis  contains  borax,  which  neutralises  salicylic 
acid  and  may  react  chemically  with  various  other  medicaments. 
It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  borax  should  be  omitted  from 
the  B.P.  formula,  leaving  the  percentage  of  water  at  20.  ihe 
official  formula  for  Ceratum  Galeni  in  the  French  Phai-ma- 
copoeia  does  not  contain  any  borax.  Nevertheless,  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  Ceratum  Galeni  m  common  use  whiob  is  a 
more  or  loss  indefinite  compound,  does  contain  borax  bare 
should  te  taken  when  Galen's  Cerate  is  presoribed  with  other 
substances  that  a  toorax-froe  preparation  is  dispensed. 


A  NOTE  ON  THE  MELTING  POINT  OF  ALLANTOIN.* 

BT  HENRY  E.   W.\TT,  D.fBC,  F.I.C. 

Vllantoin  appears  to  have  fir.st  become  of  interest  from  a 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view  shortly  after  the -  discovery  by 
Titherley  and  Coppin  {r..T.,  1912,  34.  ii.  92  of  its  pre- 
sence in  comfrey  root.  These  authors  give  its  melting  point  as 
227°  C  a  figure  adopted  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex 
.Supplement;  while  Squire  places  it  as  low  as  226  C..  arid  a 
consultation  of  other  works  of  reference,  such  as  Beilstem  s 
'  Handbuch  der  Organischen  Cheniie,'  gave  a  negative  result. 

The  present  writer  has  made  several  determinations  upon 
the  natural  product,  extracted  from  comfrey  root;  uDon  tho 
artificial,  prepared  by  tho  oxiflation  of  uric  acid,  and  also  upon 
mixtures  of  the  two— all  specimens  ibeing  carefully  purihed  by 
several  ervstallisations— and  has  found  that  the  correct  hguro 
is  235^        :it  which  point  allautoiu  melts  with  decomposition. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 


EVENING  MEETING  IN  EDINBURGH. 

The  first  Evening  Meeting  of  the  session  wa.s  held  in  the 
Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinlbui-gh,  on  Wednesday, 
December  5,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  D.iviD  Gilmour,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive,  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  lust  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Chairman  said  there  would  bi>  igencral  regret  that  they 
were  still  having  to  meet  under  the  sliadow  and  .sorrow  of  the 
great  war.  Tlhey  de.sired  to  ascribe  all  /honour  to  the  brave  men 
who  had  gone  out  from  their  own  ranks,  and  to  whoso  heroism 
and  sacrifice  tliey  were  enabled  to  meet  in  comparative  comfort, 
though  with  diminished  numbers.  They  would  indulge  the  hope 
tha.t  the  coming  year  might  witness  the  defeat  of  cruelty, 
oppression,  and  lust  of  conquest,  and  the  victorious  establish- 
ment of  an  enduring  peace  founded  on  rigihteousness.  Mean- 
time, the  Executive  had  resolved  once  more  to  carry  on  in 
one  of  the  main  puiposes  tor  Avhich  the  iSociety  was  founded 
some  seventy-five  years  ago,  namely,  "To  provide,  inter  alia, 
periodical  meetings  for  the  aeading  of  scientific  papers  and  for 
eliciting  discussion  on  subjects  of  pharmaceutical  interest."  It 
was  well  to  bea-r  in  mind  the  true  functions  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  ais  an  ediucational  body.  These  it  had  kept  steadily  in 
view  during  its  whole  history,  but  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
overlooked  wihen  the  commercial  sicle  of  their  calling  w-as  set 
against  tlie  higher  'technical  side.  So  well  'had  the  Society  dis- 
charged this  duty  that  about  1860  the  i  Jeneral  Medical  Council 
and  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  (London  testi- 
fied t'hat  "  From  their  own  observation  the  regulation  of 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  m'lght  safely  be  left  in  tilie  hands  of  a 
Society  through  whose  instrumentality  the  knowledge  of  the 
arts  and  sciences  connected  therewith  had  been  so  much  ad- 
vanced throughout  the  kingdom."  Fifty  years  later  the 
National  Health  Insurajice  Acts  provided  "  That  the  dispensing 
of  medicines  for  insured  persons  shall  be  performed  by  or  under 
tihe  immediate  supervision  of  a  person  possessing  a  qualification 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts."  To  this  extent  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  had  never  been  on  a  purer  or  higher  level  than  it  is 
■to-day.  That  did  not  refer  to  the  financial  aspect,  which,  no 
doojlbt,  could  stand  some  imTJrovement,  especially  in  connection 
with  Insurance  dispensing.  It  m'as  fair  to  point  out  it'hat  no  final 
terms  for  Insurance  work  had  been  accepted  iji  Scotland.  They 
continued  to  maintain  the  sei-vice  under  p'rotest,  but  the  position 
had  been  safeguarded.  This,  however,  was  a  digression,  and 
they  would  now  proceed  with  an  interesting  programme, 
whether  looked  at  from  the  chemical,  the  pharmaceutical,  or 
the  practical  side. 

The  following  comrnunications  were  read : — 

(1)  Note  on  Solubility  (See  p.  282); 
(2)  Note  on  B.P.  Test  for  Methvl  Compounds  in  Ether  {See 
p.  283), 

By  D.  B.  DOTT,  Ph.C,  F.I.C.,  F.R.S.E. 

Mr.  Mebson  said  these  practical  notes  by  Mr.  Dott  had  come 
to  be  a  recognised  feature  of  their  meetings.  He  did  not  feel 
that  he  could  criticise  the  statements  made,  and,  indeed,  as  a 
rule  the  result  was  to  ipcrsuade  them  to  come  round  to  Mr. 
Dott's  way  of  thinking.  He  had  pleasure  in  moving  that  they 
accord  to  M'r.  Dott  their  very  hearty  thanks. 

Dr.  Watt  said  the  determination  of  solubilities  m'ust  always 
be  made  under  stringent  conditions.  When  any  question  of 
solubility  cropped  up,  and  reference  was  mad©  to  the  authorities, 
almost  invariably  considerable  discrepancies  were  found  in  the 
recorded  figures,  probably  resulting  from  some  variation  in  the 
conditions.  It  was,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that  the  Pharmacopceia 
defined  solubility  as  the  quantity  of  a  substance  whicli  remains 
in  solution  at  15'5°C.  rather  than  stating  it  as  the  quantity  of 
a  substance  which  passes  into  solution  at  15"5°C.  In  endeavour- 
ing to  detei-mine  the  degree  of  dissolution  of  any  substance,  heat 
should  not  be  employed,  but  a  saturated  solution  should  be  made 
at  the  standard  temperature. 

Mr.  Lothian  said  it  occurred  to  liim  to  raise  one  point  as  to 
wJiether  there  was  any  hydration  of  the  alkaloid  in  the 
amorphous  condition  which  would  affect  the  question  of  soi  i- 
bility.  He  thought  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  B.P.  did  not 
give  an  ^thcr  Purificatus  made  from  ethylic  alcohol  as  well  as 
an  .iEther  Purificatvus  prepared  from  industrial  methylated 
alcohol.  Provided  the  ether  from  industrial  spirit  was  free  from 
undesirable  constituents  it  was  quite  valuable,  and,  indeed, 
sometimes  preferred.  Tlie  presence  of  a  small  quantity  of 
methylic  ether  was  in  no  way  objectionable. 


Mr.  Dott,  in  replying,  said  ho  did  not  think  the  question  of 
solubility  in  the  case  of  the  amorphous  alkaloidal  salt  was  com- 
plicated in  any  way  by  hydration,  but  that  the  relatively  higk 

sokibility  really  resulted  from  the  nascent  or  amorphous  condition, 

of  the  alkaloidal  salt. 

The  next  communication  was  on 

The  Melting  Point  of  AHantoin  (See  p.  28'.;). 
By  Henry  E.  W.\tt,  D.Sc,  F.I.C. 

Mr.  Merson  said  he  thought  Dr.  Watt  had  thoroughly  estab- 
lished the  correct  melting  point  for  allantoin. 

Mr.  Dott  said  one  reason  for  a  'differonco  in  the  statements- 
as  to  the  melting  point  of  suoh  substances  as  allantoin  and 
some  of  the  alkaloids  migiht  be  that  in  one  ca.sc  the  temperature 
was  raised  slowly  and  in  the  other  case  quickly. 

Mr.  Boa  said  at  one  time  they  had  fairly  frequenit  calls  for  ' 
a  solution  of  allantoin  by  prescription,  but  recently  it  seemed 
ratlier  to  have  disappeared.    It  would  be  intereaiting  to  know 
whether  its  use  was  being  continued. 

Ml'.  Stout  said  he  could  coiToborate  the  melting  point  deter- 
mined by  Dr.  Watt.  Having  just  hod  occasion  to  examine  a 
sample,  he  got  the  temperatuio  234°  C.  He  noted  that  the- 
substance  very  distinctly  melted,  and  his  result  wus  so  close 
to  the  several  careful  determinations  made  by  Dr.  Watt  as  t-o 
practically  corroborate  the  figure. 

Mr.  Hill  said,  in  a  note  of  ajwlogy  for  absenoo  Mr.  Mc-Cut- 
cheon  stated  that  he  had  observed  evidences  of  decomposition 
in  making  a  satui-ated  solution  of  allantoin  by  the  employment 
of  boiling  water,  and  suggested  that  cold  water  should  invariably 
be  used. 

Dr.  Watt,  in  replying,  said  Mr.  Dott  had  pointed  out  that 
the  actual  melting  figure  may  depend  on  whether  the  tempera- 
ture is  raised  slowly  or  quickly.  His  practice  was  quickly  to- 
raiso  the  temperature  to  within  about  10  degrees  of  the  ex- 
pected melting  point.  After  that  the  temperature  was  slowly 
raised  at  the  rate  of  about,  perhaps,  1  degree  in  a  quarter  of 
a  minute.  Allantoin  \yas  still  being  sent  out,  but,  of  course, 
a  very  weak  solution,  something  like  1  in  200,  is  employed, 
and'  a  .small  quantity  goes  a  long  way.  With  regard  to  the 
point  as  to  allantoin  undergoing  decomposition  in  boiling- 
water,  he  found  Beilstein  had  a  statement  that  the  substance 
would  not  decompose  in  water  until  the  ttnnperature,  of  course, 
imder  pressure,  reached  from  110°  C.  to  140°  C.  He  had 
frequently  crystalfised  allantoin  from  a  hot  solution,  and  had 
rec^overed  residues  by  evaporation  of  mother  liquors  without 
noticing  any  decomposition.  He  found  the  melting  point  of 
natural  allantoin  ahsolutely  identical  with  synthetic  allantoin, 
and  also  with  a  mixture  of  tlie  two. 

The  next  communications  were:  — 

(1)  Note  on  an  Incompatible  Tar  Ointment  (See  'p.  283) ; 

(2)  Note  on  Unguentum  Aquae  Rosae,  B.P.  (See  p.  283). 

By  'Geokoe  Elliot. 

Mr.  Boa  said  this  prescription,  containing  zinc  oxide  and 
t:\Y  ointment,  was  quite  a  curio.sity.  Tar  ointment  is  hard  to 
begin  with,  and  they  would  naturally  expect  it  to  be  some- 
what harder  with  the  addition  of  one-eighth  of  its  weight  of  a 
•dry  material  like  zinc  oxide.  He  was  reminded  of  an  occasion 
on  which  he  had  a  prescription 'for  a  lotion  c<)ntaining  ichthyol 
and  zinc  oxide.  When  dispensed  the  lotion  was  quite  in  a 
workable  condition,  but  the  ichthyol  and  zinc  oxide  became  solid 
in  an  hour  or  two.  Finding  the  ichthyol  to  be  distinctly  acid, 
he  neutralised  it  with  ammonia,  and  then  the  lotion  remained 
quite  all  right.  He  would  suggest  the  idea  of  neutralising  the 
tar  ointment  as  'a  possible  means  of  avoiding  the  'hardening. 
With  regard  to  Unguentum  Aquae  Rosae,  thoro  was  no  doubt 
at  all  that  the  borax  was  albsolutely  needless  and  quite  an  - 
erroneous  addition.  Long  ago  they  used  to  regard  the  addi- 
tion of  borax  to  cold  cream  as  the  procedure  of  a  lazy  man. 
Even  the  1898  formula  for  Unguentum  Aquae  Rosse,  without 
borax  and  with  a  higher  percentage  of  water,  could  be  turned 
out  in  a  presentable  cojidition  when  skilfully  handled.  Some 
time  ago  he  had  his  attention  drawn  by  a  pharmacist  in  the 
country  to  a  prescription  containing  calomel  and  Unguen.".uin 
Aqu£e  Rosffi  B.P.  1898.  The  ointment  had  hlackened  unaccoimt- 
ably.  He  at  once  suggested  to  tlie  chemist  that  his  rose  water 
ointment  must  contain  borax,  and  this  was  found  to  be  the 
case. 

Ml-.  Lothian  said  these  eminently  practical  papers  reminded 
him  of  an  instance  in  which  a  medical  praotitioner  got  into  the 
way  of  prescribing  borax  along  with  many  other  medicamentfi. 
On  having  his  attention  directed  to  the  many  incompatibilities, 
such  as  those  enumerated  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  practitioner  at  once 
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abandoned  the  practice.  With  regard  to  tar  ointment  and  zinc 
oxide  it  was  hardly  surprising  that  the  product  should  become 
unworkably  iiard.  It  was  well  known  that  various  cements  were 
prepared  by  combining  wood  tar  with  zinc  oxide.  Most  pro- 
ibably,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  reaction  was  between 
the  phenolic  constituents  of  wood  tar  and  the  zinc  oxide.  With 
regard  to  the  stiff  consistency  of  tar  ointment  he  used  to  regard 
it  as  a  great  objection.  Owing  to  some  experience,  however, 
Jje  changed  his  mind.  In  applying  the  ointment  in  oases  of 
eczema  it  was  found  to  have  the  indispensable  .property  of 
remaining  on  the  skin,  and  not  being  washed  off,  thus  securing 
the  desideratum  required  in  the  successful  treatment  of  the 
malady. 

Dr.  Watt  said  he  was  interested  in  Mr.  Boa's  remarks  as  to 
the  Heedlessness  of  having  borax  as  an  ingredient  of  Unguen- 
tum  Aquae  Rosae  B.P.  One  was  inclined  to  ask  why  a  formula 
like  this  found  its  way  into  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Surely  the 
interests  of  practical  pharmacists  had  not  been  properly  con- 
aidered,  for  the  incompatibilities  indicated  were  well  known,  and 
•with  proper  practical  knowledge  such  a  formula  should  not  have 
been  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  CHAlBifAN  said  there  was  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the  want 
•of  direct  control  by  practical  men  in  the  compilation  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  until  there  was  better  recognition  and  con- 
trol granted  to  qualified  pharmacists  they  might  expect  such 
instances  as  had  been  cited  to  continue.  Unguentum  Aquae 
Rosae  was  a  good  instance  in  which  the  skill  of  the  trained 
pharmacist  was  made  apparent.  He  had  observed  as  an 
examiner  that  no  preparation  appeared  to  cause  more  trouble 
to  a  candidate  in  the  examination  room,  an«J  he  had  often  felt 
regret  at  seeing  good  almond  oil  wasted.  The  production  of  a 
satisfactory  rose-water  ointment  was  really  a  matter  of  proper 
training  and  mechanical  skill,  and  it  was  particularly  at  the 
<!ioohng  point  of  the  ointment  tliat  careful  manipulation  was 
•essential.  These  excellent  practical  dispensing  notes  by  Mr. 
Elliot  induced  him  to  suggest  that  the  younger  members  of  tlie 
craft  who  were  present  would  do  well  to  make  a  note  of 
Anything  arising  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  daily  duties.  Such 
things  were  constantly  happening,  and  by  observing  and  making 
•a  note  of  them  they  might  have  many  interesting  and  valuable 
communications  for  the  scientific  meetings  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Hill  said  ho  had  found  that  zinc  oxide  made  into  thin 
paste  with  guaiacol  speedily  hardened  into  a  perfectly  dry, 
solid  lump  which  could  be  reduced  to  powder.  The  same  hap- 
pened in  the  case  of  official  zinc  carbonate,  although  not  quite 
so  rapidly.  With  the  native  carbonate,  calamine,  which,  of 
•course,  contained  a  little  silicate,  there  was  not  the  same  rapid 
hardening,  although  the  mixture  did  stiffen  to  a  considerable 
extent.  He  directed  attention  to  the  specimens  laid  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  Elliot,  which  appeared  to  indicate  that  the  harden- 
ing was  really  due  to  a  reaction  between  the  phenolic 
constituents  of  the  wood  tar  and  the  zinc  oxide.  He  also  drew 
attention  to  a  hard,  solid,  stone-like  block  which  Mr.  Elliot 
found  was  produced  when  wood  tar  was  mixed  with  calcium 
«xide. 

Mr.  Elliot,  in  reply,  said  he  thought  the  suggested  addition 
of  ammonia  to  neutralise  the  wood  tar  might  have  the  effect  of, 
to  some  extent,  destroying  its  antiseptic  properties.  In  ^he 
oase  of  rose-water  ointment  there  was  a  tradition  that  in  the 
days  of  the  1898  Pharmacopoeia,  examination  candidates  were 
recommended  to  carry  a  lump  of  bora.x  in  their  pockets.  The 
observations  of  the  Chairman  and  Mr.  Boa  probably  explained 
ibis  advice. 

The  Chairmait  conveyed  to  the  authors  of  papers  the  cordial 
thanks  of  the  Society. 

D.O.R.A.  Regulations  as  Affecting  Pharmaceutical  Practice. 

Mr.  RrxHRBFORD  Hill  gave  a  resume  of  the  many  Defence 
of  the  Realm  Act  Rcirulations  affecting  pharmacists,  beginning 
with  Regulation  40.  Attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that 
in  many  in.stances  the  phraseology  of  these  regulations  was 
capable  of  more  than  one  interpretation,  this  being  due  chiefly 
to  the  fact  that  the  regulations  were  framed  under  pree.sure  to 
meet  some  public  emergency  arising  out  of  the  war  conditions. 
As  a  re.iult,  the  full  effect  of  the  language  used  was  not  always 
^uito  appreciated.  Another  difficulty  arose  from  the  fact  that 
■while  the  jsermanent  staff  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were 
aiways  available  and  ready  to  give  any  assistance,  their  help 
was  not  invariably  invited.  If  it  had  been  there  were  not  a  few 
iMtancee  in  which  a  little  technical  guidance  would  have  avoided 
practical  difficulties  in  administration.  There  was  a  groat  pro- 
bability that  some  of  the  general  principles  embodied  in  these 
regulations  might  find  a  permanent  place  in  legislation,  and 
ooTi.soquently  there  was  great  need  for  closely  watching  what 
was  in  progress;  so  that  the  legitimate  rights  and  interests  of 


quaUlied  pharmacists  .should  in  no  way  be  prejudiced.  It  was 
within  his  knowledge  that  local  medical  practitioners  had  Ixxjii 
discussing  the  Army  Council  Order  relating  to  the  prescribing 
and  dispensing  of  the  various  naiwtic  drugs  for  service  men, 
and  also  the  restrictions  on  the  prescribing  and  dispensing  of 
cocaine  for  the  civil  population,  and  there  was  a  general  agree- 
ment in  favour  of  taking  some  steps  to  induce  the  Privy 
Council  to  give  these  temporary  measures  a  more  permanent 
form  a-s  well  as  a  wider  scope.  There  could  he  no  doubt  that 
these  so-called  emergency  restrictions  were  directing  attention 
to  the  general  question  as  to  the  prescribing  and  procuring  of 
all  kinds  of  drugs  and  medicines,  and  the  measures  already 
framed  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  would  inevitably 
profoundly  influence  all  future  handling  of  the  question.  There 
had  been  sensational  but  officially  unconfirmed  newsipaper  fore- 
casts of  a  scheme  of  a  shortly  forthcoming  State  system  of 
"  Free  iDoctoring  for  All."  If  any  such  scheme  ibecame  the 
subject  of  legislation,  and  medicine  were  nationalised,  it  would 
certainly  be  coupled  with  or  followed  by  the  nationalisation 
of  the  practice  of  pharmacj',  and  pharmaciets  would  be 
wise  to  watch  the  movement  for  a  Ministry  of  Health 
very  closely  so  that  proper  recognition  of  qualified  pharmacists 
should  find  an  adequate  place  in  any  Government  scheme.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  original  National  Health  Insurance^  Bill,  the 
public  announcements  regarding  a  Ministry  of  Public  Health 
and  a  scheme  for  a  National  Medical  Service  took  no  cognisance 
of  the  position  of  the  pharmacist.  This  defect  was  rectifie-i  in 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Bill  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  S'Ociety,  and  doubtless  the  Society  would  again, 
as  on  all  previous  occasions,  require  to  see  that  pharmaceutical 
interests  wore  safeguarded  and  promoted. 

Attention  was  directed  to  an  interesting  example  of  fasciation 
in  a  flowering  stem  of  the  Turk's  Cap  Lily  (Liliwn  Martagon), 
presented  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Kelly,  Edinburgh.  Attention  was  also 
directed  to  a  specimen  of  the  fruits  and  seeds  of  Hyoscyamtis 
7iigcr,  from  an  island  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  presented  by  Messrs. 
H.  C.  Baildon  and  Son,  Edinburgh.  Attention  was  also  directed 
to  books  added  to  the  library. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  cordial  votes  of  thanks  were 
awarded  to  the  donors  of  specimens  and  books. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 


NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


National  Health  Insurance   Bill  (1917). 

The  reiiort  stage  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Bill 
(1917)  was  put  down  for  Friday,  though  it  might  ha,ve  to  give 
way  to  a  debate  on  war  aims.  The  passage  of  the  Bill  tlirough 
Grand  Committee  was  quick  and  uneventful.  The  clause 
regulating  the  removal  from  the  register  compiled  luider  the 
Insurance  Act,  of  persons  or  firms  supplying  drugs  and  ap- 
pliances was  passed  by  the  Committee  in  the  form  given  in 
this  column  last  week.  It  is  now  numbered  as  Clause  32. 
Clause  41 — previously  numbered  39— authorising  the  payment 
of  expenses  incurred  by  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees— now  runs: — 

41. — (1)  For  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts,  it  is  hereby 
declared  that  the  expression  "  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
penny  in  all  in  Sub-section  (2)  of  Section  33  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1913,  means  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  penny  in  all  in  res.pect  of  each  year. 

(2)  Any  travelling  exi>enses  incurred  by  members  of  any 
local  committee  elected  under  •Sub-section  (1)  of  Section 
33  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  1913,  or  of  any 
committee  elected  by  medical  practitioners  under  (Sec- 
tion 32  of  the  said  Act  in  attending  meetings  of 
the  committee,  or  of  any  su(b-committee  thereof,  and  any 
expenses  incurred  by  any  such  members  on  account  of 
subsistence  whilst  so' attending  shall  be  deemed  to  be  ad- 
ministrative expenses  of  tlie  committee  within  the  meaning 
of  Sub-section  (2)  of  the  said  Section  33. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jowes,  M.P.,  and  the  Non-Ferrous  Metals  Bill. 

In  a  vigorous  speech  on  Tuesday  in  favour  of  the  Non-Fer- 
rous  Metals  Bill,  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  (Lib.,  Stepney)  revealed  to 
the  House  how  the  German  firm  of  Bayer  and  Co.,  of  Elberfeld, 
about  a  year  ibeforo  the  war,  constructed  and  woi'ked  a  factory 
for  the  production  of  synthetic  carbolic,  which  was  sold  at  an 
unremunerative  price  in  order  to  ensure  Germany  an  addi- 
tional supply  for  war  purposes.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  declared  that 
in  another  two  years  this  would  have  driven  the  British  manu- 
facturers of  carbolic  out  of  business. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[Seerttariei  of  Pharmae«utical  Atiodations  are  reqtteated  to  send  brief  reports  oj  meetings  for  pubUeation, 
10  as  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  immediately  following  the  date  of  meeting.] 


BLACKPOOL.— The  monthly  jiieoting  of  the  Blackpool  and  I 
Fyldo  PJiariiiacists'  Association  was  held  on  December  7,  1917,  I 
■mth  tihe  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  W.  Huddart,  in  the  chair.— 
Ml'.  Bailey,  delegate  to  the  Fcdcraition  of  I/anca^irc  I'har- 
inaocutioal  Associations,  gave  a  report  of  liis  attendance  at 
the  annual  meeting  lu^kl  at  Manchester  on  November  28.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  rharanac«utical  Sot:ie'ty  bo  urged  to  u>se 
all  their  po^vevs  to  retain  the  tible  of  "  Chemist "  for  registered 
chemists  and  druggists.  The  report  of  the  dclegiate  was  adopted. 
— ^Mr.  Clarke  then  read  a  pai>er  on  "  TJie  Education  of  Appren- 
tices." The  speaker  deplored  the  lack  of  classes  in  Blackpool 
for  the  study  of  the  subjects  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Sooiety'.s 
exaniinations,  and  pleaded  with  pharmacists  to  give  their  aii>pren- 
tices  ever}-  encouragement  and  facility  to  study.  He  advocrated 
the  fonnation  of  an  Education  iSulb-Committee  to  deal  with  all 
questions  of  education,  and  suggested  they  should  cndea^■()ur 
to  establish  a  course  of  evening  classes  in  pharmaceutical  sub- 
jects at  the  Technical  Sdiool.  Several  members  took  part  in 
the  discussion  which  followed,  and  it  was  decided  to  act  on 
Mr.  Clarke's  suggestion  and  form  an  Education  Sub-Committee, 
tho  following  gentlemen  being  elected  to  ser\-c  on  it : — ^Messrs. 
Boothroyd,  Clarke,  Platts,  Sykos,  and  Tnr\'er,  with  the  officers 
of  the  Association  as  cx-ofjicio  members.  A  vote  of  sympathy 
and  condolence  with  the  mother  and  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  C. 
Davies  was  passed.  Mr.  Davies  was  a  pharmiJ^ist  in  business 
in  Blackpool,  and  the  youngest  member  of  the  Association. 


EDINBURGH. — A  whist  drive  and  ontorbainimeiit,  organiised 
with  the  idea  of  bringing  tagether  all  the  different  Associationis 
oortneoted  with  pharmacy  in  tlie  district  to  meet  on  common 
ground,  was  held  on  Noveinber  28  in  the  Edinburgh  Cafe, 
l^rinces  Street.  Mr.  Dick,  Chairman  of  tho  EdinJbuirgfli 
Chemists'  Trade  Association,  and  Mrs.  Dick  hold  a  reception 
at  6.30,  followed  by  progreesive  whist  and  then  by  a  musical 
programme.  Members  of  tho  Committees  of  the  Ediniburgh 
Trade  Association,  the  Leitli  Chemists'  Aesoeiation,  and  tho 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association  .acted  as  stewards, 
ivith  Mir.  Jas.  B.  Mitchell  as  M.C.  The  Misses  Dobson  .and 
May  Boa  and  Messre.  Gardner  and  Tait  were  amongst  tho 
oornti-ibutors  to  an  oxoeMent  progriamme. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND.— A  meeting  of 
the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Association  was  held  in  the 
liooms  on  December  6,  Mr.  John  Murchie,  President,  in  the 
chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  over  a  hundred  being 
present  to  hear  Mr.  Alex.  Laiiig,  M.P.S.,  lecture  on  "  Earth 
in  tho  Making."  After  an  interesting  and  graphic  description 
of  the  -solar  system,  and  speculations  on  the  manner  of  its 
evolution  from  the  "cosmic  dust,"  Mr.  Lainu  said  that  "  Eai-th 
in  the  making "  really  began  when  those  peculiar  forces, 
chemical  affinity  and  gravity,  came  into  acition ;  and  there  was 
developed  an  impetus  toward  a  central  point,  with  its  con- 
comitants, heat,  light,  magnetism,  increasing  velocity,  and  in- 
creasing temperature.  Then  followed  the  centrifugal  flight  of 
the  planets,  and  Earth  had  reached  her  place,  though  still  in 
a  state  of  incandescence.  After  a  "little  fling  oft  on  her  own 
account,  like  the  sun  in  miniature."  with  the  moon  as  a  result, 
the  earth  in  the  course  of  the  ages  began  to  cool,  and  the 
various  elements  to  assume  their  appropriaite  levels.  Metals 
with  a  high  melting  point,  such  as  osmium,  platinum,  iridium, 
and  gold,  would  be  among  the  first  to  consolidate,  and  as  they 
were  now  found  closely  a.ssociated  it  was  evident  they  ha<l 
tjiken  matei-ial  form  from  a  Raseous  state  singly,  or  had 
gravibited  towards  each  other  while  in  a  molten  condition.  Mr. 
Laing  discussed  various  theories  that  had  been  advanced  to 
account  for  the  deposition  of  the  metals  so  near  to  the  earth's 
surface,  and  for  the  formation  of  the  different  rock  systems,  and 
described  the  distribution  of  land  and  water.  Goolofrieally. 
earth's  story  was  clearly  told  in  Great  Biiitain  from  .John  o' 
Groats  to  Land's  En<l.  The  oldest  known  exposed  iwk  strata 
were  found  in  the  Hebrides  and  the  north,  and  the  later  deposi- 
tions and  transformations  could  be  traced  as  we  travelled  souih 
to  the  cliffs  of  Dover.  Earth  in  a  sense  was  still  in  the 
niakiiis.  and  that  was  where  we  came  in  with  our  liiprher  re- 
SfJonsibilities  and  duties.  Some  idea  of  "  the  until  now  "  would 
eniarKe  our  lives  and  tend  to  make  us  better  citizens,  better 
neifrhbours,  and  truer  comrades,  with  a- desire  to  do  well  towards 
each  other  and  towards  old  Mother  Earth.  The  lecture,  which 
was  illustrated  by  a  numl)er  of  diagrams  and  chemical  experi- 
ments, and  illuminated  by  characteristic  flashes  of  humour,  held 


the  attention  of  the  audience  to  the  end. — Mr.  Guthrie  and': 
Mr.  McViTAE  paid  tribute  to  Mr.  Laing's  gifts  as  a  lecturer, 
and  on  the  call  of  the  Chairman  the  meeting  accorded  him  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks.  In  tho  time  a'cservcd  for  the  discussion 
of  matters  of  general  interest  several  questions  regarding  the 
new  Retail  Pirdce  List  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  and  a. 
lively  quarter  of  on  hour  was  spent,  on  the  initiative  of  Mr. 
John  Bell,  in  critioism  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee (Scotland)  for  its  failure  to  ask  for  better  terjns  for 
'Ins'Uirajicc  dispenisiiing  in  1918.  Thirteen  applications  for  mem- 
i)ors/liip  were  intimated  fluid  duly  approved. 


HUDDERSFIELD.— At  the  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  on  December  4,  Mr.  V.  Shaw 
(President)  in  the  chair,  a  letter  was  read  from  a  multiple  firm 
stating  that  they  had  no  sympathy  with  a  minimum  price  list, 
and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Cooper)  was  instructed  to  write 
to  Birmingham,  Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Nottingham,  to  inquire 
whctlier  sudi  price  lists  had  been  adopted  1here.-;-Mr. 
IPiCKERiNG  read  the  minutes  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee, 
which  showed  that  the  Tariff  terms  had  been  discusse<l.  and  the 
Committee  recommendetl  pharnig-cists  to  remain  on  the  i)aiiel 
during  the  year  1918.  The  terms  for  National  Insurance  dis- 
pensing were  consideired  satisfactory,  on  the  whole,  and  on  the 
motion  of  the  Pre.sident,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sykes,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  were  accepted.— A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Ridyard,  Secretary  of  the  Derbyshire  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  as  to  the  difficulties  of  dispensing  under  the  Insurance 
Act  in  rural  disti-icts,  and  it  was  decided  to  reply  that  if  the 
writer  would  point  out  the  specific  matters  in  wihioh  assistance 
was  required  this  Association  would  be  £:lad  to  give  it. 


LANCASHIRE  FEDERATION.— The  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  Federation  of  Lancashire  Pharmaceutical  Associataon* 
was  held  on  November  28  at  Manchester.  Mr.  F.  W.  Bates, 
J.P.,  President  of  the  Federation,  occupied  tho  cliair,  and 
there  were  present  delegates  from  Blackburn,  Blackpool, 
]iarrow-jn-Furness,  Burv,  'Liverpool,  Manchester,  Preston.  Sal- 
ford,  Rochdale,  Wigan,  and  from  tlie  Lancashire  County 
Association.  Amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gifford  and  Mr.  Moreton  Parry,  members  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  'w^as 
received.  'The  Treasurer  rei^orted  a  balance  in  liand  of  £18. 
Witih  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  Lancashire  Associations  had 
joined  the  Federa.tion.— Mr.  J.  B.  Shati-ock,  Vice-President, 
raised  the  question  of  "Retailers  and  Price  Changes,"  and 
moved  "  That  this  meeting  of  the  Lancashire  Federation  urges 
tic  P.A.T.A.  and  the  Local  Associations  Executive  to  take  up 
strongly  the  question  of  proprietaries  which  do  not  yield  to 
retailers  the  ratio  of  profit  equivalent  to  that  granted  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  terms." — This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Snell  and 
carried  nem.  eon. — ^The  que.stioii  of  the  title  "  chemist "  was 
ably  discussed  by  Mr.  Kirkbv,  who  urged  that  plharmaciats 
.should  have  a  definite  policy  and  not  wait  until  tho  matter 
was  forced  upon  their  attenfion.— Delegates  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  title  "chemist"  as  applied  to  phai'macists 
must  be  retained,  and  Mr.  Moreton  Parrt  said  tho  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  prepared  to  fig.ht  for  their 
rights. — TDhe  President  introduced  the  subject  of  "  Organisa- 
tion," and  incidentally  urged  that  the  Society  rfiould  take 
means  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Local  A-ssociations 
Executive,  so  that  it  might  become  more  representative  of  the 
country.  The  L.A.E.  should  bo  the  Oliemists'  Trade  Council.-- 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  Wigan.— The  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  1918  was  proceeded  with,  and  a  motioa 
re-electing  all  the  officers  was  carried:  Mr.  F.  W.  Bates, 
President ;  Mr.  Arthur  Peake  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Sliattodk,  "Vioe- 
Presrdents;  Isis.  C.  A.  Orit-chley,  Treasurer;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Clulbb,  Secretary. 


LEEDS. — A  joint  meeting  of  members  of  the  Leeds  and 
Bradford  Cliemists'  .Associations  was  held  on  December  5  at 
the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Leeds.  Mr.  N.  N.  Abmitaoe  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Leeds  Association)  in  the  chair.— The  PRF.siDf:}rr, 
at  the  outset,  offered  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  Bradford  phar- 
macists, and  expressed  the  hopa  that  this  was  only  the  begin- 
ning of  joint  gatherings  of  the  two  Associations. — Mr.  R.  T. 
SiLSON  (President  of  the  Bradford  Association),  in  responding, 
thanked  Iieods  for  its  w^elcome,  and  offered,  the  prospect  of  a 
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joint  111001111?  in  Bradford  early  in  tlie  new  year. — ^.Mr.  Deakin 
(menifoer  of  tlie  Pltarniaceutical  Council)  addressed  the  meet- 
ing on  "  IdeaJs  and  Realities."  They  were  th^re,  he  said,  to 
fcnsider  the  genera!  position  of  pharmacy,  in  whose  success 
they  were  all  interested.  The  Pharmacoutica!  Society  had 
been  given  its  Charter  in  3843  for  four  objects:  (1)  for  the 
l.urpose  of  advancing  chemistry  and  pharmacy:  (2)  the  educa- 
tion of  those  coming  into  ihe  craft;  (3)  the  protection  of  those 
who  carried  on  tlie  business  of  chemist  and  druggist:  and  (4) 
lienevolence.  They  must  be  all  agreed  that  the  ideals  of  the 
founders  wero  at  least  both  sound  and  comprehensive.  But  the 
flux  of  tim<»  had  opened  up  new  problems  on  every  hand  which 
were  the  puzzle  of  every  man  in  the  craft  to-day.  There 
never  was  sufficient  dispensing  to  go  round,  and  pine,  clean, 
unadulterated  pharn-acy  was  never  sufficient  to  provide  a 
means  of  subsistence  or  a  competency  alone,  and  conseciuently 
trade  interests  became  more  prominent  and  the  iprofossiorial 
aspect  receded  somewhat.  With  regard  to  the  co-operative 
movement,  about  which  some  apprehension  was  felt,  the  best 
plan  of  defence  was  for  every  Pharmaceutical  Association 
throughout  the  country  to  join  the  National  Chamber  of 
Trade.  Mr.  Deakin  then  dealt  with  organisation,  and  hoped 
tliat  when  a  scheme  which  would  possibly  absorb  the  further 
scheme  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  Local  Associations  Execu- 
tive was  presented  to  the  Associations  of  the  country,  it 
V  ould  be  one  which  the  'chemists  wouJd  be  able  to  accept. 
He  was  in  favour  of  territorial  representation.  The  question 
of  education  was  of  vital  importance,  and  he  personally  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  curriculum,  and  would  like  the  stan- 
dard of  the  London  Matriculation  to  be  the  standard  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  Examination.  The  call  upon  all 
pharmacist-i  was  for  singleness  of  aim  aTid  unity  of  purpose. 
•'Conciliation"  had  been  given  them  as  the  word  of  the 
moment,  and  that  should  be  their  object. — An  animated  dis- 
cussion followed,  in  which  the  President,  and  ^Messrs  R.  T. 
r^ilson.  F.  E.  Burdett  F.  Pilkington  Sareeant.  J.  H.  Bea- 
'fick,  J.  Hayes.  A.  Rothstoin.  W.  Johnson.  H.  Roberts,  and  H. 
G-illeghan  took  active  parts,  the  eeneral  trend  of  their  re- 
marks beinL'  in  favour  of  Mr.  Deakin's  views. — On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  PlLKIN'OTON'  SaRGE.\KT,  Seconded  by  Mr.  BeaCOCK,  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Deakin. 


LIVERPOOL.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Oheuiiists' 
.\s.sociation.  held  on  Deceimibeir  5.  w-ith  the  President,  Mr.  W. 
P.  Evans,  in  the  chair,  a  discussion  took  place  on  the  pro- 
fK>!red  Xatioiial  Medical  Service  Bill,  and  the  President  i"vro- 
rnisffl  to  communicate  with  Che  Society  on  the  question. —  Mr. 
<■'.  A.  Hill,  B.So.,  Ph.C,  managing  director  of  Tlie  British 
Dnisf  Houses,  Ltd.,  then  read  ji  pa.per  on 

GovEEN.\iENT  Control  op  MATKRrAL,s  as  Affectino;  Ph.\emacy. 
At  the  outset  Mr.  Hill  pointed  out  that  they  had  chiefly  to 
consider  commodities  which  were  of  great  importance  to  tihe 
national  need  either  as  munitions  or  as  foodstuffs,  but,  never- 
rheless,  afrect«d  pharmacy  by  reason  of  their  entry,  to  a  minor 
f  -  r,  into  its  operationa;  then  there  were  actual  drugs  them- 
.  including,  of  course,  medicinal  chemicals.    Instances  of 
rst  clas.^  were  sulphuric  acid,  glycerin,  sugar,  and  starch, 
iiilt;  quinine  would  serve  as  an  example  of  the  second  class. 
'  Joverninent  control  should  mean  the  guidance  of  available  sup- 
plies into  proper  channels,  so  that  ?uch  supplies  may  serve  tho 
j.ost  imjjortaiit  national  purposes.    Let  them  first  consider  the 
:.'roup  acetone,  alcohol,  erther,  and  acetic  acid. 

Acetone. — Purchases  and  sak^s  of  acetone  had  since  the 
autumn  of  1914  required  a  permit,  which  was  usually  forth- 
coming for  the  .small  quantities  required  for  pharmaceutical  use. 

Alcohol. — It  had  long  been  the  case  that  rectified  spirit  could 
'  nly  be  delivered  to  manufacturing  chemists  and  wholesjile 
<i!  iii.'L'i?ts  on  condition  that  it  be  used  for  "definite  war  pur- 
p(,^., '■  or  for  '"absolutely  medical  purposes";  or  if,  on  the 
'.ii.f  r  hand,  it  be  resoki  to  hospitals  and  pharmacists  (as  it  may 
'•■  in  quite  .small  quantities)  by  imposing  similar  conditions  upon 
Tiich  buyers.  Methylated  spirit  had  more  recently  been  similarly 
restricted.  The  effect  of  such  restrictive  control  had  been  to 
stop  very  nearly  completely  the  manufacture  of  spirituous  toilet 
preparations,  perfumes,'  essences,  and  'the  like. 

In  cmisidering  the  loss  of  the  perfectly  legitimate,  tho^igh  not 
■-■ally  essential,  trade  in  perfumes,  essences,  and  toilet  articles, 
nould  reflec-t  that  the  very  control   which  had  dejjrived 
of  spirit  for  these  purposes  had  ■  given  them  spirit  for 
medicinal  purposes:   so  the  case  of  alcohol  might  be 
t'lMA-ti  in  the  category  of  controls  which  haA  proved  helpful. 
Ether. — Makers  had  had  such  difficulty  in  meeting  fully  the 
irge  War  Office  demands  that  the  civilian  or  ordinary  drug 
raflo  had  been  put  on  short  allowance. 

Aeetie  Acid. — Wholesale  druggists  purchased  their  supplies 
ndc-r  licence,  and  were  permitted  to  distribute  without  further 


I  licence  up  to  7  lb.  of  "  glacial,"  and  larger  quantities  of  the 
dilute  acids,  direct  to  consumers,  i.e.,  hcspitals  and  pharmacists. 
It  wajs  hoped  that  tho  shoi-itage  of  aceti<:  a<-id  might  shortly  bo  ■ 
less  acute. 

Mflnls. — I'ractically  all  metals  were  rigidly  controlled, 
platinum  being  the  first;  but,  tJiougih.  tho  difficulties  in  obtaining 
lead,  aluminium,  copper,  and  brass  considerabily  increased  manu- 
facturers' difficulties  from  the  ipoin.t  of  view  of  plant  upkeep, 
they  could  not  bo  said  to  affect  retail  pharmacy  at  all  closely. 

Copper  Sulphdtc. — Next  came  a  few  cases  of  x>''oducts  con- 
trolled for  tho  food  point  of  view,  e..;/.,  copper  sulphat<',  which 
was  controlled  .as  being  an  agricultural  necessity.  Copper 
sulphate  had  been  controlled  some  time  ago  as  regards  the 
price  at  which  it  might  be  ivtiiiled,  tho  effect  of  which  regula- 
tion in  the  experience  of  many  was  to  put  a  cessation  to  dealings 
in  this  chemical. 

Malt  and  Starch. — The  medicinal  use  of  malt  extract  had  been 
at  once  recognised,  and  ample  supplies  of  malt  had  been  allowed 
for  meKlicinal  purposes.  Starch  was  not  required  in  medicine 
proper  to  any  great  extent,  and  scarcely  warranted  the  devoting 
of  much  time  to  its  consideration.  It  might  bo  used  as  an 
ingredient  in  medicated  dusting  powders  for  the  treatment  of 
wounds,  but  not  in  dusting  powders  for  toilet  purposes.  Potato 
stai'ch,  however,  appeared  .still  to  be  uin'estricted. 

Castor^  Oil. — Wholesale  druggists,  who  had  for  some,  time 
experienced  difficulty  in  securing  their  supplies,  were,  on  Novem- 
ber 12,  informed  by  tho  Military  Aeronautics  Directorate,  Air 
Board  Office,  that  no  pharmaceutical  castor  oil,  nor  even 
'  first  pressings  ' ,  grade,  can  be  allowed  for  other  than  aircraft 
lubricating  purposes  for  some  time  to  come."  A  famine  in 
modicinal  castor  oil  was  surely  to  be  deprecated  upon  public 
grounds,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  tha.t  representations  from  the 
Imsuranco  Comui;ission  iniglht  yet  bear  fruit. 

Sulphuric  Acid. — The  output  was  "  controlled,"  but  thovigh 
the  control  had  given  trouble  to  chemical  manufacturei's,  it  could  ' 
not  be  said  that  the  56  lbs.  per  month  limit  had  interfered  to 
any  appreciable  extent  v^iih  pharmacy. 

Glass  Bottles. — The  supply  of  glassware  had  been  controlled 
by  tho  Director  of  Optical  and  Glassware  Munitions  Supply, 
Ministry  of  Munitions  of  War,  and,  happily  for  the  drug  trade, 
in  such  a  manner  that  tho  supply  of  medical  glassware,  including 
oi'dinary  trade  bottles  for  medicinal  preparations,  had'  been 
secured.  He  could  find  no  instance  of  a  Government  control 
which  had  been  more  beneficial  to  tho  drag  trade. 

Potash  Compound.s. — When  the  Order  of  October  17  appeared, 
some  doubt  was  felt  in  certain  quarters  as  to  the  interpretation 
to  bo  placed  upon  the  somewhat  ambiguous  phraseology  em- 
ployed. The  Order  itself  stated  as  follows: — "The  potassium 
compoiuids  to  whicli  this  Order  relates  are :  Caustic  potash, 
chloride  of  potash,  carbonate  of  potash,  sulphate  of  potash, 
whether  in  a  pure  or  in  a  commereial  form,  and  any  material 
.  .  .  of  -vv'hicb  moro  than  10  per  cent,  consists  of  an,y  one 
or  more  of  the  above."  It  was  feared  that  the  words  "  consist 
of "  might  be  interpreted  so  as  to  include  within  the  scope 
of  the  Order  such  salts  as  bromide,  iodide,  and  citrate,  which 
are  made  from  carbonate  of  ipotash.  An  interview  with  the 
Controller  speedily  removed  these  fears,  and  it  was  ascertained 
r hat  the  exact  meaning  of  the  Order  was  that  which  he  fii-st 
gave,  viz.,  mixtures  containing  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  any 
one  or  more  of  the  fom-  compounds. 

It  transpired  later  that  chrome  alum  was  included  in  the. 
Order,  as,  in  fact,  are  all  the  potash  alums.  It  would  have 
been  bettor  if  the  Order  had  stated  "  sulphate  of  potash,  in- 
cluding potash  alums."  Tliero  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  neces- 
sity of  controlling  tilio  alums,  as  would  be  apparent  when  it  was 
known  that  the  quantity  of  these  "double  sal-is"  wihich  were 
used  for  the  pui-pose  of  facing  paper  alone  ran  into  thousands 
of  tons  per  month  ! 

It  wafe  evident  that  the  Potassium  Compounds  Order  affected 
the  wholesale  very  mucth  more  .than  the  retail.  It  was  doubtful 
whether  more  than  quit/^  a  small  percentage  of  pharmacists 
were  in  the  hatoit  of  requiring  more  than  3  lbs.  ijer  month  of 
potassium  compounds  falling  within  the  Order,  but  any  diffi- 
culty-in  this  respect  had  now  been  removed  by  the  issue  of  a 
general  licence  for  quantities  in  excess  of  3  lbs.  monthly,  pro- 
vided the  compounds  were  u.sed  exclu,«ively  in  B.P.  form  or  in 
B.P.  preparations  for  purely  medicinal  purposes. 

At  the  Ijeginning  of  the  war  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Homo  Office  in  Augu.st,  1914,  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
economy  in  the  use  of  certain  drugs  circulated  a  memorandum 
to  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  urging  them  to  pre- 
scribe sodium  salts  in  place  of  pota-sh  salts.  Now  the  total 
amount  of  potash  consumed  in  medicine  must  be  a  flea-bite 
compared  with  what  is  used  in  other  ways.  Its  great  industrial  uses  • 
include  paper-dressing,  soap-making,  and  fertilisers.  At  the 
mooting  of  tho  PharmiaoeuticaJ  Society  on  December 
12,  1914,  called  to  discuss  the  effect  of  tllie  war  on 
the    drug     supply,     he     had     pointed     out    that     "  para- 
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doxically  the  high  prices  of  potashes  renders  a  shortage  of  ( 
medicinal  potash  less  likely,  because  if  potash  bocornes  too 
expensive  to  use  for  soap-making  and  other  commercial  pur- 
poses, so  much  more  it  becomes  «available  for  medicinal  use, 
after,  of  course,  the  necessary  purification."  The  ivorld's 
consumption  of  potash  was  put  at  10  million  metric  tons  per 
annum.  Was  it  not  strange  to  'think  of  do<;tors  being  asked  to 
prescribe  sodium  salts  to  their  human  patients  in  place  of 
potash  salts  so  that  the  stocks  of  potasli  may  be  available  for 
land  fertilisation? 

Glycerin  and  Sugar. — So  mucih  had  been  said  and  written 
about  these  articles,  and  the  efTect  upon  pharmacy  of  the  short- 
age of  them,  that  he  had  not  intended  to  say  much  about  thern  on 
that  occasion  had  it  not  been  for  the  Addendum  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex  recently  published,  and  he  would  pur- 
posely avoid  referring  to  these  Codex  preparations  by  tlie 
initials  "  W.E.F.,"  because  these  letters,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  Chemist  and  Dntfigist  for  modified  formulae,  had  been 
in  use  by  several  wholcsalo  dniggiste  for  some  time  before  the 
Codex  Addendum  mad©  its  appearance.  Following  the  with- 
drawal of  the  glycerin  and  sugar  preparations  from  the  Phar- 
maoopceia,  wholesalers  waited  and  waited  for  a  lead  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society ;  then  the  foi-mer  came  forward  with, 
and  placed  on  the  market,  their  modified  preparations,  which 
were  fully  explained.  These  preparations  had  now  ha<d  a  three 
months'  trial,  and  ihad  been  found  to  be  successful — more  suc- 
cessful than  even  their  authors  anticipated.  In  the  middle  of 
November  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  published  the  Codex 
Addendum,  which  (had  given  rise  to  more  or  less  irresponsible 
articles  in  the  lay  Press  about  "  n.asty  medicine,"  whiah  were 
calculated  to  injure  pharmacists.  The  object  of  withdrawal  was 
to  save  sugar  and  glycerin.  The  latter-  could  sometimes  be 
omitted  from  pharmaceutical  preparations;  wihere  it  was  wanted 
OS  glycerin  it  oould  not  really -be  substituted,  and  it  was  a  mis- 
take to  call  the  substituted  preparations  "  glycerina " :  the 
Codex  substitutes  were  certainly  not  the  best  available.  Sugar 
must  be  in  a  form  in  which  it  oould  easily  be  handled  and  dis- 
tributed, i.e.,  crystallised  solid  sugar;  but  other  forms  were 
available  for  the  "manufacture  of  medicinal  syrups ;  honey  (which 
was  chiefly  levuloso),  corn  sjTup,  glucose,  and  other  invert 
sugars  might  quite  well  supplement  stocks  of  sucrose  (cane 
sugar).  This  had  been  done  with  very  satisfactory  results. 
Surely  sudh  preparations  were  better  than  those  made  with 
chloroform  water  containing  0"7  per  cent,  of  tragacanth.  And 
many  pharmacists  had  had  small  quantities  of  sugar  allotted  to 
them  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Drugs  Proper. — Comparatively  few  drugs  or  chemicals  had  been 
commandeered  actually  for  medicinal  pui-pwases.  Mention  might  bo 
made  of  quinine,  formaldehyde,  and  phenacetin,  the  stocks  of 
which  were  taken  over  by  the  War  Office  last  April. 

Opium  and  Cocaine. — Rigid  restrictions  had  been  placed  upon 
transactions  in  opium  and  cocaine.  These  regulations,  however, 
were  not  for  the  purpose  of  conserving  stocks,  bvit  to  stop 
abuse  of  those  drugs. 

LevMn  Peel  and  Orange  Peel. — Lemon  peel  and  orange  peel 
might  not  be  considered  essentials  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but 
manufacturers-  were  being  much  exercised  in  their  minds  in 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  of  these  peels  for 
the  manufacture  of  Inf.  Gent.  Co.  Cone,  Tinct.  Aurantii,  etc. 

Oovermnent  Pecognition  of  Pharmacy. — It  had  been  apparent 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  regulating  the  matei-ials  dealt  with 
had  differed  from  each  other  verv  widely  in  the  degree  of  con- 
sideration which  had  been  accorded  to  the  needs  of  Medicine. 
Government  recognition  was  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
pharmacy  to-day,  and  might  be  more  so  to-morrow.  The  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868,  aind  the  Food  and  Dmgs  Acts  concerned  the 
retail  sale  of  medicines  and  not  supplies  of  materials  to  the  trade 
generally.  The  Insurance  Acts,  of  course,  stood  out,  but  could 
scarcely  Jje  cited  as  an  advance  in  recognition  in  the  true 
sense.  A  step,  however,  had  been  taken  when  the 
Finance  Act,  1915,  exempted  certain  medicinal  preparations 
from  the  surtax  therein  levied  upon  spirit,  and  marked  an 
epoch  in  Government  recognition  of  pharmacy.  The  difficulties 
attaching  lo  the  rebate  provisions  in  favour  oif  medical  prepara- 
tions had  not  been  appreciated  by  the  politicians  who  were 
responsible  for  those  provisions.  No  one,  excepting  manufac- 
turing chemists  and  a  few  Customs  officials,  even  yet  knew 
how  unworkable  the  provisions  really  were.  Indeed,  the  labour 
and  trouble  involved  had  probably  outweighed  the  monetary 
advantages  gained  to  pharmacy. 

So  long  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Socjety  represented  only  the 
retail  side  of  pharmacy,  the  other  important  interests  must 
continue  to  make  their  own  representations,  and  this  fostered 
the  idea  of  antagonism,  whereas  in  many  of  tJhe  largest  and  most 
important  general  questions  the  interests  of  the  two  sections 
were  identical.  They  all  'had  to  make  a  living  out  of  pharmacy, 
and  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  State  that  British  pharmacy  should 
be  efficient. 


In  conclusion,  he  aopcatod  the  suggestion  he  made  in  Lion<]oti 
last  July  to  the  British  Pharmaocutical  Conference  that 
a  standing  Committee  should  be  set  up,  a  Public  Policj'  Com- 
mittee, on  which  each  branch  of  pharmacy  should  receive  diuo 
representation.  A  body  such  as  this  would  be  entitled  to  impose 
upon  Government  the  legitimate  demands  of  British  Pharmac:^ , 
for  which  it  could  justly  claim  to  be  truly  representative. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  ILill's  paper,  Mesisi-^. 

Robinson,   Stephen  Jones,   Taylor,   Dr.  Symes,  and  Mea.sr>. 

Wyatt,  MoKinlay,  Saunders,  and  D.  H.  Evans  took  part,  ami 
ex)iressed  appreoiation  of  the  lecture. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE— The  monthly  meeting  of  tlio 
Newcastle  and  District  Pltarmaoists'  Association  was  hold  on 
November  28  in  the  Church  Institute,  Newcastle.  This  was  an 
open  meeting,  and  a  number  of  interesting  matters  were  tb^- 
oussed,  including  the  question  of  "Sales  of  Venereal  Disease 
Remedies "  as  affected  by  the  new  Act  of  Parliament. — The 
moral  and  legal  aspect  of  the  subject  was  dealt  with  by  M  / . 
Fleming,  and  a  most  interesting  discussion  followed.  An  appeal 
is  made  to  every  piharmacist  in  the  district  to  be  pres<'nt  ar 
these  meetings,  which  will  be  advertised  in  due  course. 


NOTTINGHAM.— A  party  of  members  of  tflie  Nottingham 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  in  response  to  la  general  invitation, 
attended  a  lecture  given  on  Novereiber  28  by  Dr.  Barger,  oi  iho 
Medical  Research  Department  of  the  Society  of  Cheanioal 
Industry,  on  "  Poisons  and  Drugs  of  Animal  Origin."  The 
lecturer  pointed  out  that  certain  organs  of  the  higher  animals 
produce  substances  which  have  a  profound  influence  on  the 
animal  economy,  e.g..  adrenaline.  The  active  principles  of  the 
pituitary  and  thyroid  glands,  and  other  internal  secretions  and 
hormones,  and  the  use  of  the  higher  animals  in  the  indusftnal 
preparation  of  anti-bodies,  such  as  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti- 
toxin, were  also  discussed. 


SCHOOL  OF  PHARMACY  STUDENTS— A  meeting 
waLS  held  on  November  27,  in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  Profeasoi- 
Greenish  in  the  chair. — ^lo  oalling  upon  Mr.  Holmes  to  read 
his  paper  on  the  iSociety's  IMuseum,  the  Chairman  said  it 
was  scarcely  necessary  for  him  to  introduce  one  who  was  well 
known  to  almost  every  pharmacist  in  the  country. — Mr. 
Holmes  spoke  on  "  The  Development  of  the  Museum  of  the 
Pliannaceutical  Soci<^ty  of  Great  Britain."  recapitulating  the 
part  of  its  history  between  1842  and  1872  which  had  been 
narrated  in  The  Pharmaceutical  Journcl  in  1896.  In  1842  the 
Museum  consisted  of  one  large  room  without  a  ohair  or  table 
in  it,  a  small  heap  of  brown-paper  parcels  in  one  corner,  and 
about  a  dozen  bottles  and  specimen  glasses  on  the  mantelpiece. 
The  first  donation  of  any  note  was  made  by  Mr.  Payne,  the 
first  President;  it  consisted  of  a  herbarium  of  213  Briti.sh 
plants  including  all  the  indigenous  official  species.  Mr.  Holmes 
traced  the  gradual  development  of  the  Museum  in  min%te 
detail  from  its  earliest  stages  up  to  the  present  time,  intro- 
ducing many  interesting  facts  that  are  not  generally  known. — 
A  \rAe  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Holmes  was  proposed  by  Mr.  East- 
wood, and  seconded  by  Miss  Bust.\rd. — Mr.  Holmes  replied. — 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Greenish  for  taking  the  chaarwas 
pi-oposed  by  Miss  Fox  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Piper, 


SOUTH-EASTERN.— A  general  meeting  of  the  South- 
Eastorn  London  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  Maitlajul 
House,  Greenwich,  on  December  4,  Mr.  A.  J.  Wing  (President) 
in  the  chair. — After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  mooting  had 
been  read  and  confirmed,  the  Secretart  reported  that  the 
result  of  the  appeal  for  subscriptions  or  donations  to  the  Early 
Closing  Association  was  £3  10s.  subscribed  by  members. — Mr.  C. 
Happold,  Ph.C,  who  was  to  have  opened  a  discussion  on  "  Tlie 
B.P.C.  Addendum  (War  Emergency  Formulary),"  was  unable 
to  attend  owing  to  Volunteer  duties,  but  sent  a  paper  on  the 
subject,  which  the  President  read.  The  paper  took  the  form 
of  a  commentary  on  some  of  the  formulae  in  the  Addendum  to 
the  Codex,  and  indicated  in  some  detail  the  procedure  that 
should  be  followed  in  private  dispensing  of  new  and  repeat 
prescriptions  for  preparations  withdrawn  from  the  B.P. — A  lively 
discussion  followed,  and  useful  information  was  elicited  by 
the  comments  of  the  President  and  others  upon  Mr. 
Happold's  paper.— The  PREfilDENT  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  _G.  F. 
Corrall  tendering  his  resignation  from  the  Committee,  owing  to 
his  removal  to  Middlesex. — The  meeting  unanimously  agreed 
that  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Corrall  exipressing  the  Associa- 
tion's regn"et  ait  his  resignation,  and  wishing  him  success  in  his 
new  sphere  of  business. — After  a  short  discussion  on  the  Tenr  real 
Disease  Act  the  meeting  concluded. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

Thursday,  Decembke,  13,  1917. 
Itierest  has  chiefly  centi«d  in  the  Drug  Sales  held  to-day, 
ait  which  a  fairly  healthy  tone  prevailed ;  the  principal 
faatcires  were  Honey  and  Liquorice  Juice,  both  of  which 
feitcbed  enormous  prices.  Privately  the  market  is  no 
quieter  tihan  is  usual  at  thits  period  of  the  year ;  it  is  rather 
busier  t-han  ueufll,  aitho/ugh  ttraai'sactioais  a.re,  of  course,  con- 
fined to  a  small  volume.  Chajiges  in  value  have  not,  on  the 
whole,  been  of  special  imiportaiice. 


Higher. — Honey^  Curacoa  Aloes,  Liquorice  Juice,  Japanese 
Isingiaas,  Codeine,  Strychnine,  Glucose,  Formaldehyde, 
Oacodj-late  of  Soda,  Tnrpentine,  Rosin,  Sheillac,  Gamboge, 
Orris  Root,  Ammoniuan  Carbonate. 

Firmer. — MoirpJiine,  Benzoic  Acdd,  Sodium  Benzoate. 

i^asier.— Acetylsalicvlic  Acid,  Rubber.  Cloves,  Cubebte, 
Aniseed  Oil,  Clove  Oil 

.4cQt>isalicylic  Acid. — Still  on  the  easy  side,  there  being 
offers  at  13s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Ammonium    Carbonatie  ilVfcjnuifactui-ers    have  advanced 

their  prices  by  Id.  iper  lb.  all  round. 

Beqzoates. — ^There  is  no  quotable  change,  but  the  tendency 
ii  still  towards  higher  prices. 

Bichromate  of  Soda. — ^There  is  a  continued  good  inquiry ; 
value  is  about  Is.  l^d.  per  lib. 

Bromides. — Firm  at  the  recen,tly  advamced  nates. 

Cacodylaie  of  Soda. — ^There  appears  to  be  practically 
nothing  avaUable. 

Caffeine. — Makers'  nominal  price  is  still  50s.  per  lb.,  but 
■--econd-hiand  holders  are  able  to  get  good  premium's. 

Camphor. — Further  business  is  i-eported  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 
for  5-oz.  Japanese  tablets. 

Cassia  Oil. — Quiet  at  5s.  3d.  to  6s.  6d.  for  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Citric  Acid. — Unchanged  at  about  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — The  easier  tendency  is  still  in  evidence ;  there 
are.  sellers  at  Is.  9^d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Zanzibar. 

Coriander  Seed. — Value  is  about  85b.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Firm  at  350s.  for  98  i^er  cent. 

Cummin  Seed. — Value  is  about  70s.  per  cwt. 

Formaldehyde. — For  the  orddnfary  pu'i^oses  of  camimeirce 
thas  article    is  now  very  scarce ;  the  exportation  from  the 
United  States  has  been  prohibited  for  the  time  being. 
Glucose. — Agiiin  dearer  at  a/bout,  52s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

(ium  Arabic. — Firm  at  about  87s.  6d.  for  Koixlofan  sorts. 

Hexamine. — Very  firm  at  Ss.  per  lb. 

Japaj^ese  Isingtass. — Dearer,  with  business  at  2s.  9d.  per 
lb.  for  Xo.  1  srtripls. 

Morphine. — Should  an  advartce  in  makers'  nominal  price 
be  announced,  it  will  probably  be  subsitantial. 

Opium. — Persian  Opium  of  good  working  quality  is  avail- 
able at  60s.  to  65s.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Quiet  but  firm  at  22s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
H.G.H.  and  17s.  for  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins. 

Phena^retin. — Uiich-anged  at  .about  late  rates,  there  being 
sellers  at,  say,  42«.  6d.  -per  lb. 

Resorcin. — ^There  are  forward  offers  lat  55s.  per  lb.  ;  spot 
i-  offered  at  abcmt  the  same  .p»rice  or  a  trifle  under. 

Rosin. — ^The  upward  tendency  is  still  marked. 

Rubber. — Again  easier.  PfLantation :  Standard  No.  1 
crf-pe,  2.^.  5^d.  per  lb.  ;  hard  fine  Para,  2s.  6d. 

Saccharin. — ^There  are  ocoasdanal  offers  at  a  little  below 
34O3.  iper  lb.,  bat  general  quotations  range  between  that 
figu-e  and  350.?. 

Salicylate — ^There  are  offers  on  the  spot  at  6s.  per  lb.,  but 
jfvuxti  come  higher  from  the  United  States,  forward  being 
offered  at  6.".  6d.  per  lb.     The  Soda  Salt  of  English  make  is  , 


offered  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  American  make  being  a  little 
higiher. 

Shellac. — Quiiat  but  rather  highea:  on  the  week  on  basis 
of  350s.  for  iair  T.  N.  orange. 

Strychnine. — ^Makers  have  again  ladvanced  their  prices'  by 
7d.  per  oz.  on  the  pure  alkaloiid  and  5d.  peJ  oz.  on  the  salt; 
these  advances  hia ve  ibeen  conisidered  neoesisary  mainly  by  the 
high  cost  of  Nux  Vomica.  Prioea  are  as  follows : — Pure 
crysital  Alkaloid,  4s.  6d.  per  oz.,  powder  4s.  5d.  per  oz. ; 
Hyc'rocMoride,  4s.  3d. ;  Nitrate,  4s.  2d.  ;  Sulphate,  4s.  2d. 
per  oz. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Writing  under  date  December  12, 
Jlessra.  Wratihall  .and  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  st'aite  as  followsa — 
"  The  special  prices  .quoted  for  Sulphate  of  Copper  for  agri- 
culturaJ.  purposes  for  the  home  trade  appear  to  have 
attracted  a  mimbei-  of  .buyers,  and  the  maai'ufaioturers  are 
now  apparently  sold  out  for  January  and  February.  For 
expwt,  trade  is  quiet.  The  shipments  for  November  sihoiw 
up  very  well,  bewig  6,806  ton.s,  against  3,544  a  year  a.go  and 
4,595  two  yeaiis  ago,  and  for  Ootober-Noveraiber  were  10,003 ; 
about  4,000  tons  more  than  the  corresiponding-  period  a  year 
ago  and  .about  3,800  above'  two  years  ago. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Firm  at  3s.  Id.  pea-  lb. 

Turmeric. — Finn  at  about  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  Madras 
fin.ger,  55s.  for  Bengal,  and  50g.  for  Cochin  finger. 

Turpentine. — Active  a.nd  again  s^iibstaJitially  higherr ; 
American,  spot,  126s. 

Vanillin. — Very  firm  at  a.bomt  65s.  jDer  lb. 


THURSDAY'S  DRUG  SALES. 


The  auctions  to-day  were  fairly  heavy  for  the  last  of  the 
jieai-,  but  there  was  a,  fairly  good  demanid.  The  chief 
feature  was  again  the  extremely  keen  .competition!  for  Honey 
of  all  desciiptioms,  some  1,400  .packages  selling  at  prices 
Varying  from  10s.  to  20s.  over  the  currencies  of  a  month 
ago,  JamadiOa  realising  u;p  to  145s.  for  pale  a.nd  palish  set, 
134s.  to  141s.  for  dark  .brown  set,  and  139s.  to  144s.  foar 
syrup ;  St.  Lncila  in  tins  brougtht  125s.  to  141is.  for  fair 
syru(p;  San  Domiiingo  at  134s.  to  143s.,  Haiti  at  134(s.  to  141s. 
for  ordinary  to  fair,  and  Californian  sold  at  140s.  for  good 
.fair  yellow<isih  piale.  Cape  Aloes  .wa®  bought  in,  being  quite 
neglected,  but  ibr  Cape  laaid  Ouracoa  the  advanced  price  of  75s. 
being  .paid ;  liver  was  bought  in  at  110s.  Clascaril:la  Bank  sold 
at  1203.  for  Ithin,  wiry,  coimtry  damaged,  and  inferior  ditto 
at  92s.  6d.  For  a  sniaiU  parcel  of  powdered  Coca  Leaves  Sjd. 
(subject)  wais  paid.  Sea  daniaiged  Cubebls  brought  £16 
2s.  6d.,  and,  .subject  .to  sellleiis'  ajp-proval,  dowii  to  £15  10s. 
For  good,  .bright  Zanzibar  drop  Dilagon's  Blood  £11  was 
paid.  Aniseed  Oil  (Red  Ship)  analysing  at  16'5  congealing 
point  sold  lat  4s.  2d.  per  lb. ,  while  Clove  Oil  realised 
16s.  Euioalyiptuis  Oil  (analysing  75  iper  cent.)  sold 
at  2s.  9d.  ;  Oitronella  Oil,  2s.  4^d.  ;  and  Kobayashi 
Peppe.rmint  Oil  (without  reserve),  3s.  3d'.  Gamiboge 
wias  irath-er  dearer  .at  3Ss.  to  36s.  per  cwt.  for  restricted 
goods.  Gum  Myri'h  was  very  firm  at  £10  for  fair  .sorts. 
The  biisine'ss  in  Ipecacuanha  wa.s  enti'i^ely  re.S'tiricted  to  aiea 
and  igreaise  dainDaged  goods  ;  .sound  Rrio  'is  worth  lis.  6d.  to 
12s.  Kola  Nuts  were  in  fair  demiand  at  firm  rates,  8gd.  to 
9d.  for  ordi.nary  to  fair  dry  West  India  and  Java.  There 
wa/s  extreme  cam;pe(tition  for  black  Liquorice  Juice,  and 
amid  some  .excitement  50  cases  siold  ait  317s.  6d.  to  337s.  6d., 
a  record  figuTc.  Or'ange  Peel  in  .prize — dark  quarters. — 
realised  5^d.  Rhubarb  wa.s  all  bought  in.  Belgian  Valerian 
Root  sold  at  352s.  6d.  per  cwt.  The  only  sale  of  Sar- 
sa.piari'lLa.  ,was  a  sin.gle  ba.Te  of  sea.  damaged  grey  Jamaica  ajt 
3s.  5d.  per  lb.  iMog<adoire  Orris  Ro.ot  sold  art.  advanced  .rates 
-^nam.ely,  61s.  to  74is.  per  owt.  Senna  was  very  dxiU,  only 
a  fefw  bales  ise.llling  .at  4d.  for  oomm'on  kaf  a.nd  3f  ,for  pode. 
Twelve  blalas  of  oil  damaged  Stramonium  sold  at  6d.  per  lb. 
Gard.-ijmonis  diid  not  sell.  Of  Wax  only  a  few  .odd  lots  isold  at 
£9  15s.  for  good  pale  gr'eyti.«lh  yellow  African,  and  £9  10s. 
for  even  dark  grey  .St.  Lucia,.  Of  125  cases  Japan  Vegetable 
Wajc  (in,  .pirize)  100  sold  at  92s.  6d.,  being  .comparaitively 
cheap.  One  bale  of  yellow  short  broad  Buchu  Leaves  solid 
at  5s.  3d. 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND  ELECTION. 

_  On  Tuesday,  December  11,  at  17,  Bloomsburv  Sqimre  a  meet- 
ing of  subsonbers  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  was'lield  for' the  pur- 
pose of  electing  additional  .annuitants  on  tho  Fund.  Mr  .John- 
F.  Haerington  (member  of  Council)  occupied  the  chair.  The 
Assistant-Secretary,  having  read  the  notice  convening  the  moot- 
ing, explained  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  aelative  bve-law 
aoiid  the  other  forms  of  procedure  ha.l  been  complied  with  and 
that,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  Council  had  .again 
decided  to  suspend  the  election  of  annuitants  bv  ballot  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  J.  Keat.l,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howard  Bayles,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  "  That  the  following  candidates  be 
elected  annuitants  on  the  Benevolent  Fund :— Clara  Barnes 
Martha  C.  Bennett,  Julia  A.  Bolton,  Eliza  Burnett,  Harriette  b' 
Campbell,  Mary  A.  Harwood,  Frank  P.  Moore.  Lucilla  Riley 
ixjuisa  Rogers,  and  Mary  A.  Varder.  The  business  concluded 
With  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

•Mr.  A.  W.  Ritchie  has  been  appointed  di.spenser  to  the 
Montrose  Royal  Infirmary  for  the  year  ending  October  31.  1918. 

Mr.  J.  Gordon  Hume,  Ph.C,  of  Messrs.  Tupholme  and  Sons, 
Jiarl  s  Court,  has  heeu  elected  a  Follow  of  t!he  Chemical  Society. 

Councillor  Tavener,  M.P.S.,  Guildford,  has  been  appointed. 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Grounds  and  Cemeteries  Committee. 

Corpl.  T.  Latham  Beverley,  l.W.T.R  E.  (of  Messrs.  Biuv 
roughs,  Wellcome,  and  Co.'s  representative  staff),  left  England 
recently  for  Mesopotamia.  He  is  acting  as  cJicmist  to  one  of  the 
filtration  units. 

W.  Bro,  S.  N.  Pickard,  pharmacist,  has  been  elected  to  the 
Senior  Warden's  Cliair  of  St.  John's  Lodge.  -DenvAury  No.  827 
■Province  of  West  Yorks,  by  the  Worshinful  Master,'  W.  Bro. 
Henry  Dearden. 

W.  Bro.  Henry  J.  Dalgleish,  P.P.U.D.,  Devonshire,  has 
been  re-elected  one  of  the  twelve  members  to  serve  on  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Benevolence  ^)f  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Freemasons.  This  is  the  eighth  year  lu  succession  during 
which  Bro.  Dalgleisli  has  held  this  important  position. 

Miss  Norah  A.  Righton,  \oungest  dauighter  of  Mr.  James 
Righton,  chemisit,  SoutJiport,  has  olbtaiiicd  bh.e  B.A.  degree 
with  honourrs  in  Di-story,  at  the  recent  ox.aimd.na.tion  of  the 
London  University.  Miss  Rig]iton  has  been  a  stuidient  at  Bed- 
iford  Collrige.  Rogemt's  Park.  She  is  the  third  of  Mr.  Righton's 
dlaugihters  who  Inus  taken  a  London  degree. 


BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 

Messrs.  T.  and  H.  Smith,  Ltd.,  25,  Christopher  Street,  E.C.  2, 
will  close  their  premises  on  Decemlber  24,  25,  .and  26,  and  also 
on  .January  1. 

Messrs.  Howard  and  Sons,  Limited,  Ilford,  will  close  their 
workis  and  warehouses  on  Decembei-  24,  25,  and  26,  and  also  for 
stocktaking  on  Decemlber  29  and  31. 

Messrs.  Maw,  Son  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  7-12,  Aldeisgate  Street, 
London,  E.C.  1,  intimate  that  they  are  closing  their  preinis.e> 
from  Decemlber  22  to  Thursday  "morning,  Decemlber  27,  for 
Jiolidays,  and  on  Decemiber  28  and  29  for  stooktaki.ng, 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  will  close  their  Bethnal 
Green  premises  from  iSaturday,  December  22,  at  1  o'clock  p.m., 
to  Thursday  morning,  Deci?mber  27.  During  that  time  small 
urgent  orders  will  ;be  executed  bv  their  City  and  West  End 
^vilolesale  depots  at  Plough  Court  and  Vere  Street. 


BIRTHS. 

Archer.— On  November  12.  at  'Leafy  Dene,"  Gorrard's  Cross. 
Bucks,  the  wife  of  Henry  E.  Archer,  pharmaceutical  chemist— 
a  daimlitcr. 

Hawley.— On  October  25.  at  Yokohama,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
H.  V.  Hawley,  M.P.S.— a  daughter. 


DEATHS. 

Cox.— On  December  8.  at  2.  Clarence  Square.  Gosport,  Julia 
Fied<.rica,  wife  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Cox,  phamiacist.    Aged  74. 

Harwood.— On  November  21.  at  Bourne  Vale,  Junction  Road. 
Andover.  George  Rosamond  Harwood.  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  63.  ■ 


Dodd.— As  briefly  intimated  hirtt  week,  Mr.  W.  R:ilph  Dodd, 
pliarmaceutical  chemist,  a  director  of  Mes«>rs.  Allen  and  iian- 
burys.  Limited,  died  on  December  3,  aged  62.  On  the  occa.si.>u 
of  the  bi-eentenary  of  Allen  and  Hanburys  in  1911  when  the 
late  Mr.  Dodd  was  presented  wirJi  a 
caibinet  o.f  silvei-  .and  an  allbuiu  con- 
itaining  an  illuminatexl  address,  he 
acknowledged  these  gift*  in  a  speech 
richly  reminiscent  of  -liis  career  in 
pharmacy,  from  .wihich  we  extract  the 
following  particulars.  Mr.  Dodd's 
ia.pprenticesliip  was  served  in  a  so-called 
drag  business  at  Manket  Drayton, 
which  was  of  so  miscellaneous  a  de- 
scription that  the  stock  inclutled  china, 
glass,  fruit,  ,aiid  vegetables— and  the 
ajppremtice  bad  to  do  all  sorts  of 
"chores."  There  was  little  dispeiTyng 
done;  and  when  a  iprescription  did 
ooune  in,  it  was  such  a  rarity  that  it  .was  a  case  of  .all  hands  to 
the  pumii),  but,  nevertheless,  the  dispensing  was  always  done 
urciiiKhim  urtem,  and  with  all  the  refinements  of  the  London  or 
Pans  style.  Mr.  Dodd's  firsrt  situation  as  an  assistant  was  with 
the  historic  house  of  Giles  and  Son,  of  Clifton,  where  he  gained 
much  valuable  pharmaceutical  experience,  to  which,  and  to  the 
passing  of  this  examinations  (the  Major  'being  taken  in  1881).  to- 
gether with  his  Lcrdon  West  .End  experience,  he  asciiibed  his  . 
rise  in  pharmacy,  and  his  subseciuent  entrance  into  Allen  and 
Hanburys,  of  which  he  was  made  a  director  in  1893.  Mr.  Do<ld 
was  a  man  of  forcible  character,  who  oomlbined  in  an  uncommon 
degree  oil  the  advanta.ges  of  wide  and  varied  technical ,  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  with  bu.siness 
acumen  and  address.  His  iwae,  moreover,  a  gracious  jiersonality, 
and  he  conmianded  the  esteem  an<i  affectionate  regard  of  h'is 
colleagues  and  staff  in  Allen  and  Hanburys,  and  of  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  in  public  and  private  life."  The  funeral  took 
place  at  Lavender  Hill  Cemi^tery  on  December  8.  when  a  large 
company  of  mourners  assembled" to  pay  a  last  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  deceased  gentleman.  The  sei-vice  in  the  I'arish  Church, 
C'lieshunt,  was  attended  by  Mrs.  Dodd  (widow).  Miss  Dodd 
i(daughterl,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Attfield  (son-in-la.w  and  daughter), 
and  the  following,  among  others,  were  present  at  both  the 
church  service  and  the  cemetery,  viz.: — H.  Vincent  Dodd 
(brother),  J.  D.  Wheldon,  F.  J.  Hanbury  (Chairman  of 
Allen  and  Hanburys.  Ltd.),  and  Mrs.  Hanburv.  Messrs. 
■R.  J.  Hanbury,  F.  W.  Gamble  and  J.  Netherwav 
(Directors  of  Allen  and  Hanburvs,  Ltd.),  Messrs  E 
AVessendorff,  J.  Young,  and  W.  G.  "Bullev  (the  three  oldest 
of  the  employees  of  Allen  and  Hanburys,  Ltd..  repre.seiit- 
lug  between  them  140  vears"  .service),  also  "Me.ssrs.  II.  Jenkins 
:^       J>'t.'^VT^\-,  ^    McCallum,  E.  R.  Grove,  W.  Maishall, 

t  h'l  ^  ■  'Radford,  representing  the  various  branches 

of  Allen  and  Hanburys  and  their  representative  staff,  and  manv 
others.  In  addntion  to  several  beautiful  wreaths  fjom  the  famifv 
and  relatiaes,  handsome  floral  tributes  were  sent  from  AJr  and 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Hanbury,  the  diiectors  of  Allen  and  Hanburvs.  Ltd 
and  from  each  of  the  branc'hes  at  Plough  Court  Vcre  Street 
Uiiiinore  Street,  Bethiial  Green,  and  Ware  Mills. 

ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Pte.  Alan  Cunliffe  Davies.  pliarinaci?,t.  of  the  Loval  North 
Lanes.  Regt.,_  officially  reported  missing  on  August"  3  last,  is 
now  officially  reported  to  have  died  of  wounds.  Prior  to  the 
war  Pte.  Davies  carried  on  business  as  a  pliarmacist  at  168. 
Uaiibrcck  Road,  Blackpocd. 

Private  William  Hersant,  aged  23.  son  of  Mr.  Milton  Hersant 
idiarinacist,  Archway  Road.  Upper  Holloway,  N..  was  killed  in 
action  in  France  on  November  10.  He  was  previously  wounded 
in  September  last.  Prior  to  the  war  Private  Hersant  was  ap- 
jirenticed  to  his  father. 

Sergeant  C.  S.  Royston.  R.F.A..  pharmacist,  director  of 
J.  R.  Cave,  Lamited,  52,  Nevill  Street,  Sonthport,  has 
been  killed  in  action  in  France.  Aged  33.  His  officer 
1  eports  tha.t  a  shell  burst  within  a "  yard  of  him.  and 
death  was  instantaneous.  Sergeant  Royston  joined  the 
R.F.A.  as  a  gunner  in  Afarch,  1915,  wa's  sent  to  France 
in  Januarj',  1916,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  had 
not  been  wounded.  Ho  was  recently  offered  a  commission.  In 
1903  he  went  to  Southport  as  junior  assistant  to  Mr.  .T.  R.  Cave, 
inuilified  in  1908.  and,  after  a  time  at  Birmingham,  and  with 
Mr.  .J.  F.  Harrington,  Kensington,  returned  to  Southport.  and 
when  the  company  of  J.  R.  Cave,  Limited,  was  fonn<>d,  in 
1914,  became  a  director.  ^ 

Second-Lieutenant  0.  E.  Southon,  17th  London  Regiment, 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Southon.  pllin■ma^^ist,  of  8.  Leadenhall 
Street,  IC.C.  who  was  recently  awarded  the  Military  Cross,  wa.s 
killed  in  action  on  December  2.    Aged  19. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Codex  Addendum  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 
Recommendations  by  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association. 

By  instructions  of  thp  directors  of  the  Ohemiists'  Dofejico 
^Association,  Limited,  I  have  been  in  communication  with  tho 
Local  Government  Board  on  the  subject  of  g'lyc^rin  and  siig'ar 
in  B.P.  preparations.  The  CD. A.  directors  requested  the 
Board  to  cotnmunicato  with  local  authorities  entrusted  with  the 
.administration  of  the  Food  and  Dmgs  Acts,  asking  these 
bpdies  to  take  note  of  the  fact  tJrat  the  General  INIedioaJ 
Council  had  removed  certain  prepara.tions  containing  glycerin 

nd  sugar  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  with  a  view  to  diminish- 
a-  the  consumption  of  these  two  sub.-tances.  Tlio  Board  were 

-ked  to  iriBti-uct  these  looiil  bodies  to  refrain  f rom  '  takiinig 
tion  in  cases   where    piharniaois'ts    sold    or    dispensed  tho 

t-leted  preparation-s  prepared,  not  aocoixUng  to  the  old  B.P. 
;ormuIai.  but  according  to  the  new  forrriulse  published  in  tllxe 
"War  Emergency-  Fcu-mulary '  compiled  by  t<he  British  Phar- 
nac^utical  Cotlex  Committee  in  conjniK"tion;  with  a  committeie 

;■  the  Briti.4i  Medical  Association.  By  way  of  reply,  I  have 
en  courteously  referred  to  the  questions  asked  in  the  House 

t  Commons  on  December  4  bv  Mr.  Anderson,  and  answercil 

:.  behalf  of  the  L.G.B..  etc.,  by  Mr.  Pratt,  Sir  E.  Cornwail. 

id    Mr.   Clynes.     As  these  were  fully  quoted  in  the  trade 

' -ess  on  December  8  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  them.  It 

ill  be  remenibca-ed  that  the  House  was  informed  that  public 
analj.sts  had  been  suitably  communicated  with  by  the  L.G.B. 
and  that  the  omission  of  glycerin  aiul  sugar  wouhl  not 
ma.teriaHy  le.s.sen  the  value  of  tho  preparations  as  m"dirines. 
1  have  had  an  interview  witii  the  Chief  In.sipcctor  of  Foods  at 
the  L.G.B..  a.nd  he  informed  mie  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  w-as 
unb'kely.  in  the  circumstan"ces,  that  piweedanigs  would  be  taken 
aaainst  pharmaci.sts  making  up  medicines  in  accxirdance  with 
the  '  Warr  Emerge.ncy  Foi-mulaiy.'  I  have  been  instructed  by 
th«  directors  to  calv  attention  to  bh:s  Formulary,  which  has 
now  been  published,  and  to  strongly  rcoommend  members  of 
the  As^ori'ation  to  adont  the  recipes  therein  contaiined.  being 
substitutes  for  the  deleted  formute  above  mentioned.  The 
directors  recognise  that  some  members  who  have  stocks  of 
glycerin  and  sugar  may  nrefer  to  comprvund  private  presoriip- 
tions  according  to  the  delctefl  B.P.  foi-mulee  as  long  as  those 
stofLs  last,  but  at  all  events  the  directors  suggest  that  the 
W.E.F.  recipes  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  ensure  uni- 
formity and  the  absence  of  confusion,  at  tJ^»^  earliest  Dossiblo 
moment.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  "Ministry  of  ^Miiiii- 
tions  have  stated  that  pharmaceutical  glycerin  ■will  become 
more  ard  more  difficult  to  obtoin  until  the  warVs  over.  It  may 
be  found  desirable  to  add  to  labels  the  words.  "  War 
Emergency  Formulary — not  British  Pharmacopfl^ia  "  and  in 
all  cases  of  doubt  that  plan  should  be  adopted.  It  is  cleai- 
that  sfjmethinff  of  the  son  will  be  necessary  when  the  new 
formula  for  comiToimd  liquorice  powder  is  used.  Tho  followina' 
note  from  Thr  PJuirmnrptitirnl  Journal  o^  December  1  will 
no  douht  also  be  very  UR'^f  ul : — "In  connection  with  Insurance 
dispcmsintr.  the  'Central  List  of  Stock  Mixtures.'  which  has 
been  revised  under  an  iLgreement  between  the  British  ^Medical 
A-ssociation  and  the  Pha '-maoeutical  Society,  is  being  issued 
by  the  Natienal  Health  r'n^mnissioners  to  all  Insurance  Com- 
mitteeft  in  England  and  Wales,  and  comes  into  operation  on 
December  1.  It  is  to  be  snecially  noter^  both  bv  presciibors 
and  dispensers  that  i>rescrintions  relating  to  C.T-.  Mixtures 
criven  on  or   after  this    date  will  be    interpreted  accordinp- 

■  the  revised  lis* — that  i"  to  "ay    in  evei-y  case  the  modified 
xtures  will  be  allowed  for,"    Pnne'  chom'sts  should  make 
iriemselvea  familiar  with  fiiT+her  details  on  the  same  subject, 
also  published  in  the  trade  journals  for  the  above  date. 

W.  .TOHN'STOX. 

Secreta.rv  Chemists'  Defence  Association 
Ijorulon.  December  11.  1917. 


The  B-P.  Assay  of  Aconite- 

The  British  Phairoacopreia  directs  that  the  tincture  and  lini- 
ment of  a/T-onite  be  assaved  according  to  the  method  given  under 
the  heading  "  .Aconite  Root."  but  emits  to  state  that  the  calcu- 
lations are,  in  all  three  instances  d'fferent.  The  factor  given, 
rnultinliwl  bv  the  n'imber  of  mil'ilitres  of  N/20  solution  of 
ilphuric  acid  neutralised  by  the  alkaloids  gives  the  percentage 
•  ether-so'uble  alkaloids  in  the  powdered  root,  but  is  ten  tim^s 
irio  much  fr/r  the  tincture  and  one  and  a  half  times  too  much 
for  the  liniment.  It  would,  therefore,  eonduce  to  greater  eloar- 
■nesR  if  the  last  s<ntfnce  under  "Aconite  Root"  read:  "Each 
-millilitre  of  acid  neutralised  by  the  alkaloids  corresponds  to 


0'03217  Gm.  of  the  ctlier-soluble  alkaloid.s  of  aconite  root." 
This  figure  would  then  apply  to  all  throe  instances  without  altera- 
tion and  the  percentage  be  easily  calculated.  As  an  alternative, 
u  separate  factor  could  bo  given  und<'r  the  tincture  and  liniment 
which,  multiplied  by  tho  number  of  niillili  -.res  of  acid  neutralised 
by  tho  alkaloids,  would  show  the  percentage  at  once,  as  given 
under  the  i-oot.  Such  factors  would  bo  0'03217  for  the  tincture 
and  0-21446  for  the  liniment. 
London,  E.G.  2,  December  8,  1917.  N.  P.  Millard. 


Women  in  Pharmacy. 

While  agreeing  most  heartily  with  most  of  the  subject  matter 
of  Mr.  Greaves'  paper,  entitled  "  The  Pharmacist  of  th(3 
Future,"  rea.l  before  the  Chesterfield  Association,  on  Novem- 
ber 27  last  (P../.,  December  8),  may  I  be  allowed  to  differ  from 
him  as  to  the  effect  the  entrance  of  women  into  pharmacy  is 
going  to  have  upon  its  future?  Mr.  Greaves  assiunes  that 
women  will  be  content  to  remain  as  assistants.  I  do  not  think 
so — indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  they  will  a-omain  assistants  for 
so  long  a  period  of  years  as  the  average  man  lias  done  before 
them ;  nor  while  they  are  assistants  will  they  submit  to  like  con- 
ditions. During  the  last  ten  years  women  in  pharrnacy  have 
proved  by  their  college  careers  that  they  have  enthusiasm,  that 
they  intend  to  take  first  place,  that  nothing  less  will  satisfy 
them.  Unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken,  the  same  enthusiasm 
and  determination  will  carry  them  through  in  the  business  world 
into  which  this  war  has  given  them  the  entry. 

London,  December  10,  1917.  Agnes  T.  Boeeowm.^n. 

"  Christophoros  "  and  "  Stepping  Stones." 

■' Christophoros "  reminds  me  of  the  Elder  who,  after  the 
service  was  over,  said,  "  A  graund  text,  but  he  michtha'e  made 
niair  o'd."  Just  so;  none  of  us  just  reaches  the  heights  we 
would  fain  scale.  Had  "  Christoi-yhoros  "  been  present  to  hear 
the  paper  his  Jcttci-  to  the  Journal  would  not  have  been  written. 
1  iiarticularly  empha.siised  that  my  "  text  "  was  not  the  original 
quotation.  I  could  net  talk  to  appreiftices  "  of  their  dead 
selves,"  so  omitted  these  words,  rendering  the  qiiotation  as 
"Men  may  rise  on  stepping-stones  to  higher  things,"  a  liberty 
which  I  was  quite  entitled  to  take,  without  any  reference  to 
what  Tennyson  meant  or  intended.  I  endeavoured  to  .show 
fi-om  my  own  point  of  view,  and  in  my  own  way  how  certain 
agencies  could  be  used  for  advancement  in  life.  "  Chri,sto- 
phoros's  "  .second  complaint,  that  I  "  wandered  "  from  my  text, 
miglit  be  applied  to  every  clergyman  every  Sabbath  day,  to  our 
politicians  with  their  different  views,  to  Horatio  Bottomley,  or 
even  '•  Christonhoros "  himself.  My  paper  was  given  for  two 
purposes,  to  stir  up  enthusiasm  for  the  Association  and  to  give 
some  words  of  advice  and  guidance  to  the  younger  folks  in 
thciir  march  through  life.  If  I  have  done  so,  in  however  small 
a  measure, 'my  purpose  has  been  accomplished. 

J.\MES  ADAMSON, 
President,  Edinburgh  Ohomists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 
Edinburgh/  December  10.  1917. 


Unremunerative  Insurance  Dispensing. 

May  I  be  porniittcd  to  draw  tlie  attention  of  your  readers 
to  a  passage  in  tho  P..T.,  of  December  1.  which  has  struck  me 
■  pretty  forcibly?  Tho  passage  occurs  in  the  "Personal  Item" 
conferning  Mr.  John  Murchie,  and  is  as  follows ;—"  The  firm 
■•■devtook  Insurance  dispensing,  but  although  tho  business  was 
soeciallv  organised  for  it,  the  turnover  proved  so  heavy  and 
detrimental  to  the  extensive  general  business  .  .  .  that 
Messrs.  Grierson  and  Muirchie  resigne<l  from  the  panel,  greatly 
to  their  relief  and  advantage."  If  the  "  Society "  intends  to 
keep  the  "  trajde  "  on  the  nanel.  statements  of  this  sort  had 
bettor  not  be  published,  particularly  in  connection  with  a  gentle- 
man who  is  held  up  as  an  exceptionally  able  man.  Personally. 
1  am  glad  that  the  item  was  inserted,  as  there  are  many  who 
are  not  quite  certain  whether  tho  Insurance  game  is  worth  the 
candle,  and  who  will  be  interested  to  know  Mr.  Murchie's 
opinion.  Considering  that  the  firm  was  "  specially  or- 
ganised," and  even  then  could  not  make  it  pay.  tliere 
is  no  wonder  that  small  men  find  it  difficult  to  see 
any  profit  after  all  their  work  and  worry.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  sure  the  panel  work  is  about  as  profit- 
able as  a  tape-worm,  since  it  takes  skilled  labour,  occupies  all 
the  most  profita,ble  hours  of  the  day.  and  practically  makes  a. 
sideline  of  the  legitimate  business.  It  is  interesting  to  learn  that 
.Mr.  Murohie  finds  time  for  golfing  and  ehooting,  but  Insurance 
<li.«pensing  is  no  good  to  him.  It  makes  one  think  furiously,  and 
wondei — 'Why?  „  .  t 

N.nv  Herrington.  Dccerrdier  8.  1917.  H.  S.  A,  LOXG. 
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Inadequate  Prafit  on  Proprietaries. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  (P. J.,  Deoomber  8,  p.  280), 
the  whole  qut«t.ioii  of  adequate  profit*  on  proprietaries  rest-,  on 
the  establtshmtnt  charge  per  sale.  Is  it  fair  to  place  this  as 
higih  as  12  peac  cent,  per  sale?  Why,  ■we  only  receive  1"55(1.  on 
Insui-anoe  dispensing,  and  I  can  sell  a  dozen  patents  during 
the  time  I  dispense  one  script.  Personally,  I  find  15  ]>er  cent, 
on  turnover  covers  all  overhead  charges  except  personal  draw- 
ings, which  come  out  of  net  profits.  We  deserve  bett<er  terms  on 
several  largely  advertised  lines,  and  a  chemists'  trade  union  is 
long  overdue. 

Deoemlber  10,  1917.  "Espebante"  (225/44). 


Ear  Canker  in  Cats. 

Recently  I  cui-ed  my  cat  of  above  complaint,  and  hope  "  B.  G. 
H."  (224/22)  may  find  this  treatment  effectual.  Put  the  cat  in 
a  bag,  with  the  head  out,  and  pour  into  the  ears  (solution  of 
iiydrogen  peroxide  •w  ith  water  equal  parts.  Allow  to  remain  in 
ear  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  tJien  let  tlie  cat  shake  it  out.  Now 
dean  out  the  ear  with  a  probe  having  cotton-wool  at  the  end, 
previously  dipped  in  peroxide  solution.  After  cleaning,  pour  into 
the  ear  solution  of  lysol,  1  in  100.  The  cat  can  then  be  liberat-ed. 
The  application  was  instilled  once  a  day  for  about  ton  days, 
when  aU  traces  of  irritation  had  disappeared.  I  think  lysol,  1 
in  50,  much  too  strong,  and  Ung.  Hyd.  Nit.  diluted,  or  other 
ointments,  very  messy  to  apply  insido  the  ear.  Outside  abra- 
sions may  be  treated  with  zinc  ointment. 

Ventnor,  December  10.  1917.  Jaiies  Dunning. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Cocaine  and  Opium  Act  {E.  M.— 225/41). — Yes,  the  register 
must  be  kept  and  held  available  for  inspection. 

Supply  of  Pulv.  Glycyrrhizae  Co.  (A.  S.— 225/48).— You  are  not 
prevented  supplying  Pidv.  Glycyrrhizse  Co.,  B.P.,  to  customers 
(other  than  N.H.I,  scrijjt  holders)  who  ask  for  it. 

Powder  for  Use  with  Soap  in  Laundry  (J.  H.  S. — 226/4).— 
Your  sample  consists  essentially  of  a  mixture  of  sodium  oai-- 
ibonate,  sodium  silicate,  and  powdered  soap. 

Apprentice  and  War  Bonus  (H.  R.  H.— 225/13).— There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  your  being  given  supplementary  recompense 
beyond  the  fixed  indenture  rates,  if  the  employer  is  agreeable. 

Preparations  used  in  Military  Hospitals  (F.  H.  F. — 226/12).— 
We  do  not  think  there  is  any  book  published  wihich  gives  a  list 
of  the  preparations  iiised  in  military  hospitals  and  the  methods 
of  ma-king  and  standardising  them.  , 

Book  on  Cleaning  Oil  Paintings  (J.  E.  G.— 225/32).— You 
will  get  full  particulars  in  Spon's  '  Workshop  Receipts '  (E.  and 
F.  N.  Spon).  The  work  is  in  four  volumes,  which  are  published 
at  3s.  each.    Volume  I.  contains  the  information  you  require. 

Methylated  Spirit  for  Surgical  Use  (G.  D.  R.— 225/39).— 
Methylated  spirit  may  be  obtained  from  the  iisual  sources,  pro- 
vided always  that  it  is  required  for  medicinal  use  and  not  for 
burning  or  for  toilet  preparations.  A  hospital  should  not  experi- 
ence ■difficulty  in  obtaining  its  legitimate  requirements  in  this 
respect. 

Private  Limited  Company  (W.  Mc.C. — 226/8).— A  private  com- 
pany, such  as  you  refer  to,  is  under  no  compulsion  to  issue  a 
balance-sheet,  but  as  a  shareholder  you  have  the  rights  reserved 
to  shareholders  by  the  Articles  of  Association.  If  these  include 
attendance  at  meetings,  you  should  ask  i)ersonally  for  the  infor- 
mation you  require. 

Book  on  Iodine  and  Bromine  (G.  D.  R.— 225/39).— The  follow- 
ing book  would  touch  on  the  aspects  of  the  subject  you  name, 
and  would  be  especially  useful  in  referring  you  to  the  literature  : 
— '  A  Text  Book  of  Inorganic  Chemistry,'  edited  by  J.  Newton 
Friend,  vol.  viii.,  which  is  entitled  "The  Halogens  and  Their 
Allies,"  by  Geoffrey  Martin  and  E.  A.  Da"noaster  (Charles 
Griffin  and  Co.,  Ltd..  lOs.  6d.). 

Baker's  Soldering  Fluid  (R.  P.  C— 223/45).— In  further  reply 
to  your  inquiry,  three  correspondents,  Mr.  F.  G.  Hines,  Mr. 
Alexander  Murray,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Wilby,  have  informed  us  that 
this  is  an  old  jjroprietary  preparation  made  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  Burnett's  Disinfecting  Fluid.  The  correct  name  of 
the  preparation  is  Baker's  Tinning  Solution.  It  can  be  ob- 
tained from  Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  27-28, 
Charterhouse  Square.  London.  E.C.  1. 

Aqueous  Shampoo  (T.  D.— 224/26). — In  further  reply  to  your 
inquiry,  Mr.  James  Dunning,  of  Ventnor.  kindly  informs  us 
that  he  finds  the  following  formula  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
He  has  sold  and  used  it  for  some  years,  and  finds  it  not  only 


good  treatment,  but  a  profitable   line:— S.apo  Mollis,  PB 
1  lb.  ;  Spt.  Villi  Reot.,  4  oz.  ;  Ol.  VoHbena.  i  dr.;  01.  Lavand.' 
Exotic,  i  dr.  ;   Ol.  Citroiiellse.    1  dr.  ;    Saffron,   4  gra.  ;  Aq.' 
DestTl.,    ad    6  lbs.    (weig^ht).     Macerate   until   dissolved,'  andl 
strain  through  muslin  or  flannel. 

Preservative  Paint  for  Plum  Puddings  (M.  A.  S.— 226/9).— We 

assume  frorn  your  letter  that  the  puddings  are  to  be  kept  for 
some  time  in  their  dishes.  If  so,  and  w3ien  they  are  oold,  a 
good  preservative  application  would  be  a  solution  of  gum 
benzoin  in  alcohol,  of  suoli  a  .strength  as  to  make  a  thin  syrup. 
This  is  much  used  in  confectionery  as  a  varnish  or  glaze, 
though  scmetimes  a  solution  of  shellac  in  alcohol  is  employed. 
The  benzoin,  however,  is  the  proper  thing  to  xiso  in  your  case, 
and  the  liquid  should  be  painted  on  to  the  surface. 

Cracked  Enamel  on  Rubber  Ball  (B.M.— 225/27).— If  the 
breast  relSevcr  is  in  use  by  a  customer,  .and  the  only  fault  with 
the  appliance  is  the  oraOked  coating  of  the  rubber,  that  is  if 
it  is  working  satisfactorily,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  doing- 
anything  to  it.  If  it  is  a  stock  article,  you  would  only  make 
matters  worse  by  tampering  with  it.  The  enamel  might  be 
removed 'by  means  of  benzine,  dipping  the  ball  occasionally  into 
the  liquid  and  wiping  off  the  softened  coating  with  a  rag  of 
some  sort.  You  might  get  most  of  it  off  in  this  way  without 
seriously  affecting -the  ruibber.  In  any  case,  you  cannot  reno- 
vate the  enamel. 

Varnished  Picture  Sticking  to  Glass  (G.  W.  B.— 226/2).— The 
application  of  heat  is  probably  the  best  thing  in  this  case,  but 
it  will  require  very  careful  manipulation.  First  release  the 
fixtures  of  the  picture  to  the  frame  so  that  you  can  conveniently 
pull  back  the  picture  from  the  frame.  Then  make  a  pad  of  cloth 
or  cotton  wool  large  enough  when  soaked  with  water  to  cover 
the  largest  area  of  a^lhesion  between  picture  and  glass.  Soak 
the  pad  in  warm  water  and  hold  it  against  one  of  the  parts. 
By  gently  pulling  back  the  picture  occasionally,  you  will  soon 
discover  if  the  heat  is  softening  the  varnish  sufficiently  well  for 
further  pulling.  It  will  be  best  to  begin  with  moderately  warm 
water,  and  to  use  hotter  water  as  circumstances  require.  What 
you  must  guard  against  is  cracking  of  the  glass,  which  might 
occur  if  the  temperature  of  the  treated  part  is  much  greater  thar» 
that  of  the  surrounding  glass.  If  you  succeed  in  sepa«^ting  the 
two,  any  inequality  of  the  varnish  may  be  put  right  by  the 
careful  application  of  strong  alcohol  or  oil  of  turpentine, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  varnish. 

Cleaning  White  Furs  (E.  B.  M.— 226/11).— Make  a  thin  paste 
of  lig'ht  magnesium  carbonate  with  benzine  or  benzene.  Cover 
the  fur  thoroughly  with  this,  hang  out  in  the  open  air  to  dry, 
then  shake  and  bmsh  imtil  the  whole  of  the  powder  has  been 
removed.  It  might  be  an  advantage  to  rub  the  paste  down 
into  the  material.  Another  plan  is  to  work  with  clean  pow- 
dered whiting,  applying  it  liberally  to  the  fur  after  it  has  been 
allowed  to  become  slightly  damp  by  keeping  in  a  damp  place 
for  a  day  or  two,  rub  it  well  in,  and  leave  it  for  a  day,  then 
repeat  the  rubbing,  and  shake  out  and  brush.  To  remove  the 
dirt,  from  the  skin,  place  the  fur  over  the  back  of  a  chair,  and 
use  the  point  of  the  brush  quickly.  With  a  little  patience  you 
will  remove  every  trace  of  whiting,  along  w-ith  the  grease  or 
dirt.  Finally,  pour  a  little  alcohol  on  to  a  plate,  dip  the  point 
of  the  clotlies-bi-ush  in  this,  and  lightly  pass  it  over  the  fur, 
brushing  the  same  way  as  the  fur  runs.  In  using  either  of  the 
powders  named,  ithe  addition  of  a  little  French  chalk  will  tend 
to  more  ready  removal  of  the  powder  at  the  end  of  the 
operation. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU. 


Corn  Spots,  P..I.F.  10.450  (161/10).- Makers  and  quotations? 
"Toropax"  Effervescing  Mouth    Wash  Tablets  (161/9).— 

Makers,  or  where  obtainable? 
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SUNDAY,  December  16. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacists). — 

/V  /r\         10  a.m..  Company  will  parade  at  headquarters  (or  drill 
/f\_<\\        etc.    Uniform,  drill  order. 

I  t-^^*  I  Wednesday,  December  19. — 3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon 

V  ^fe>i'3l.  P*''*'^'  Headquarters. 
S^^B^^^-~-i^'%iS)     Thursday,  December  20.— 3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4 
Cy^^V  ■  "SJ^^c/  piatoonBpaj-a'ie  headquarters. 

The  examination  for  N.C.O.'s  will  be  held  on  Snnday, 
December  16  (Practical  Squad  and  Ext.  Order  Drill), 
and  December  23  (Written  Musketry  and  Bombing),  at  Headquarters. 


jp^arntaceutical  3oumal 
an6  lpl)ttnttaci5l 


No.  2827.   Vol.  99  (4th  Sebibs  Vol.  45).] 


The  Official  Organ  of  British  Pharmacy 

(Established  1841). 

Uitoria]  Offices  :  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.G.  1. 


Pharmaoentlcal  Joorn&I  and  Ptaumaclit  is  the  oCBclai  organ 
•f  tha  Pharmacentlcal  Society,  the  leading  organ  of  pharmacy  and 
lha  drag  trade  In  Qreat  Britain,  and  the  oldest  weekly  newspaper 
t»r  Pharmacists.  U  has  the 

LARGEST  CIRCULATION 
-•I  kny  British  drug-trade  paper  among  Registered  Chemists  in 
■■ngland,  Beotlgind,  and  Wales,  and  it  also  circulates  widely  in 
miaod,  Aastralasla,  Canada,  South  Africa,  India,  France,  Italy. 
Sassia,  Bpain,  Switzerland,  South  America  and  the  United  States, 
Vkt  regular  weekly  circulation  exceeds  ten  thousand  copies. 


TELEPHONES:  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES: 

TDITOB:  CEHTBAL  13415.  EDITOB  :  "PHABHAKON,  LONDON." 

Bociety:  Museum  3226.  Society:  "  Bremiidge,  London." 

Publishers:  Holborn  174.  Publishers:  "  Pharmads,  London." 

UlTOR'S  ADDRESS:  17,  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE,  LONDON.  W.C.  I. 
ADVERTISEMENT  OFFICE :  150,  HOLBORN,  LONDON.  E.C.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE  BULLETINS. 


State  Control  of  Acetic  Acid. 

It  13  announced  by  the  Minister  of  Munitions  that  in  future 
all  permits  to  deal  in  acetic  acid,  and  other  applications  and 
inquiries  regarding  the  restrioting  Order  of  October  1,  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Director  of  Propellant  Supplies,  Explo- 
eivH  .S^^pply  Department,  32,  Old  Queen  Street,  Westminster, 
London,  S.W.  1,  and  not,  as  hitherto,  to  the  Chemical  Section, 
Trericb  Warfare  Supplj-  Department.  For  the  bearing  of  the 
Ordf-r  on  the  suppir  to  rc-tailers  consult  P.J.,  Xoverrber  24, 
p.  246. 

Sir  .Arthur  Pearson's  Fund  for  the  Children  of  Blinded 
Soldiers  and  Sailors. 

In  gratefully  recording  receipt  of  further  subscriptions  to 
.n:-,  Fund,  we  take  the  liberty  of  earnestly  urging  the  claims 
of  the  Fimd  upon  our  readers  who  have  not  yet  contributed 
to  it.  In  forwarding  his  remittance,  Mr.  T.  C.  Leddra  writes : 
"  I  am  glad  that,  through  the  Journal,  you  have  given  us 
ibe  ohanco  of  helping  such  a  deserving  cause,  which  must 
en  i-'  rhe  sympathy  of  all  of  us." 

SrBSCBiPTiojJ  List.  £  s.  d. 

i  1    Bulmer  Budd,  Ripon    1    1  0 

T.  C.  Leddra,  St.  Ives   1   1  0 

Anonymous    0  10  0 

Christmas  Vacation. 

The  Society's  premises  at  Bloomsbury  .Square  will  be  entirely 
L'.o-ed  from  2  p.rn.  on  Decombei-  22  until  9  a.m.  on 
December  27. 

Index  to  Volume  45  of  the  Journal. 

rha  index  to  the  above  volume  of  the  Journal,  which  will  be 
jdy  early  in  January,  will  not  be  sent  out  with  all  copies  of 
the  Journal.  Only  a  limited  number  of  the  Index  will  be 
printed,  and  sny  member  of  the  Society  or  subscriber  desiring 
a  oopy  can  obtain  it  by  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
17,  Bioom'bury  Sfjuare,  W,C.l, 

Pharmacists  and  Others  Discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Pharmacista  and  others  formerly  engaged  in  any  branch  of 
pharmacy  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or  Navy, 
•ad  who  *re  seeking  resettlement  in  civil  life,  are  requested  to 
^ommanicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  1,  who  desires  to  compile  and 
•kDp  a  regiater  of  all  men  oi  1^6  above  oImb. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

TRANSFER  OF  VERONAL  AND  ITS  CONGENERS 
TO  PART  I.  OF   THE  POISON  SCHEDULE. 

The  Privy  Council  has  promptly  signified  its  approval  of 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  December  5,  declaring  certain  hyipnotic  drugs  to  be 
poisons  in  the  First  Part  of  the  iSchedule  to  the  Poisona  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and  the  rcsolutibn  and  Privy  Council 
ratifioation  of  it  were  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of 
December  14  {vide  id  infra,  p.  295).  In  accord  aiice  with 
Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  on  the  expiration  of  one 
month  from  the  date  of  the  advertisement  the  substances 
iiinned  in  the  resolution  become  poisons  in  Part  I.  of  the 
Si  hedule  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  It  was  in  March., 
1913,  that  dietliylbarbituric  acid  and  the  allied  compounds 
specified  in  the  ne\«?  Order  in  Council  were  added  to  Part  I. 
of  the  'Schedule.  The  action  taken  by  the  Society  to  secure 
this  addition  was  prompted  by  the  cumulative  evidences  as 
revealed  through  coroners'  inquests,  press  reports,  and  other 
media  of  the  increasing  abuse  of  hypnotics  of  this  class  for 
suicidal  and  other  unlawful  or  vicious  purposes.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  restrictions  thus  imposed  on  the  sale  to  the  public  of 
such  hypnotics  would  prove  a  sufficient  preventive  of  the  evils 
in  question.  Unfortunately,  however,  not  only  was  no  im- 
provement effected,  btit  there  vias  actually  a  steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  fatal  poisonings  from  veronal,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, a  growing  body  of  testimony  which  showed  that  hypnotics 
of  this  class  were  being  widelj'  taken  in  excess  by  the  laity, 
without  medical  knowledge  or  supervision,  with  the  most 
disastrous  consequences  to  health  and  morals.  When  such 
circumstances  have  been  brought  to  its  knowledge,  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  never  hesitated  to  perform 
what  it  conceives  to  be  a  moral  not  less  than  a  permissive 
statutory  duty,  namely,  to  propose,  as  an  additional  protec- 
tion to  the  public,  the  transfer  of  a  scheduled  poison  from 
Part  II,  to  Part  T.  of  the  Schedule.  As  the  drastic  restrictions 
applicable  to  the  sale  by  retail  of  a  Part  I.  poison  do  un- 
doubtedly operate  to  some  extent  in  restraint  of  trade,  the 
policy  of  the  Society  in  this  respect  is  a  strictly  professional 
one,  of  the  nature  of  a  "  self-denying  ordinance,"  for  the  sake 
of  the  commonweal.  This  aspect  of  the  case  is  not  always 
adequately  recognised  by  the  lay  Press  or  the  public,  which  is 
only  too  prone  to  take  one  or  other  of  two  antagonistic  views, 
the  first  of  these  being  that  the  Society  is  far  too  lax  in  the 
regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons,  scheduled  and  unscheduled ; 
and  the  second,  that  it  is  far  too  exacting,  a,nd  only  introduces 
new  restrictions  in  order  to  secure  a  lucrative  ( ?)  monopoly  in 
the  sale  of  poisons.  The  historic  fact  is  that  from  the  very 
ot'tset  the  statutory  scheduling  of  certain  poisons  has  been  a 
gain  to  the  public,  while  of  little  or  no  advantage  to  the  phar- 
macist. There  have  been  repeated  instances  of  the  prevention 
and  detection  of  vicious  or  criminal  use  of  poisons  by  means  of 
the  pharmacist's  poison  register,  and  in  many  recorded  cases 
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!>uilt  lias  been  brought  lioriie  to  a  murderev  by  «ii  eiitiy  iji  the 
I'oisoii  book.  In  the  past  the  pliarmacist  has  too  often,  witli 
gratuitous  moderation,  accepted  a  few  pence  a.<!  payment  for 
die  sale,  witli  all  the  prescribed  formalities  scrupulously 
:bserved,  of  «  Part  I.  poison.  It  will  seldom  happen  that  the 
;  ircumstances  will  be  such  as  to  warrant  the  supplying  of 
\  eronal  or  any  of  the  compounds  named  in  the  latest  Order, 
unless  by  the  prescription  of  a  qualified  medical  ])ractitioiier. 
It  should  be  noted  also  that  veronal  and  cognate  compounds 
c»m©  wiUiin  tlie  terms  of  t;he  Order  forbidding  the  supply  of 
.'aawtics  to  men  serving  with  the  Coiloui-s  (ride  p.  295).  But 
vlien  any  sale  is  made  of  this  or  any  other  Part  I.  poison 
rhe  pharmacist  will  indeed  be  ill-advised  if  he  fails  to  cliarge 
:  reasonable  professioiud  fee  for  the  transaction. 

WAR   EMERGENCY  NOTES  FOR  PHARMACISTS. 

As  our  readers  .>,re  aware,  -we  have  sedulously  endeavoured 
i-^er  since  the  passing  of  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  to 
keep  them  fully  informed  not  only  as  to  the  letter  of  the  law 
but  also  concerning  the  legal  or  rational  interpretation  to  be 
;  ut  upon  the  terms  of  the  bewildering  succession  of  Orders  and 
R^egulations  issued  under  the  wide  powers  conferred  by  the 
Act.  We  have  even  gone  further,  and  repeated  from  time  to 
tune  both  the  te.xt  of  and  our  commentary  upon  the  more 
-mportant  war  emergency  measures  which  immediately  and 
hitiraately  affect  the  practice  of  all  ^branches  of  pharmacy,  and 
recently,  in  response  to  requests  preferred  at  Local  Associa- 
tion meetings  and  through  other  chamiels.  we  have  begun  the 
i'ublication  of  a  series  of  notes  on  the  "  State  Controlled  Com- 
:iiedities"  in  which  pharmacists  deal.  HhuI  now,  in  order  if 
^/ossible  to  meet  a  desire  which  has  been  expressed  in  vari»)us 
■^-rms  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  'we  propose  to  pub- 
i.sh  serially  a  digest  of  and  commentary  upon  the  principal 
^xtant  Orders  and  Regulations  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm 
.\ct  which  directly  concern  ph;irmacists  in  retail  and  othe)' 
I  ranches  of  business  connected  with  the  sale  of  drugs  and 
inedicines,  in  the  hope  that  such  a  conspectus  may  serve  as  a 
liai.dy  guide  for  practising  pharmacists  whose  daily  vocation 
entails  a  working  acquaintance  w'ith  so  many  legal  restrictions 
:.nd  ohligati.iiis.  ■  The  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  has,  in  the 

ational  interest,  conferred  upon  various  executive  depart- 
:nents  of  ^State — ^many  of  them  new  creations — the  power  to 
--.lodify  materially  the  existing  law  or  practice  connected  with 
tlie  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  No  ordinary  person 
L-i:gaged  in  business  can  be  expected  to  wade  through  the 
tmigled  mass  of  operative  detail  accumulated  under  the  ramifica- 
:  mis  of  the  Act,  and  to  extract  the  particular  Order  or  Regula- 
or  portion  of  it  which  governs  his  own  special  case,  yet 

is  inability  does  not  save  him  from  liability  to  pains  and 
,  ••nalties  or  compromising  consequences.    In  the  digest  which 

e  jiropose  to  publish,  the  first  instalment  of  which  appears 

11  page  296,  only  the  actual  effective  (features  of  the  prohibi- 
;i ms  are  indicated,  so  that  the  pharmacist  may  know  clearly 
•ud  expressly  what  he  is  required  to  do,  or  refrain  from  doing, 

atlier  than  be  left  to  flounder  in  a  morass  of  official  conven- 
iMial  wording,  from  which  it  is  often  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
t<j  reach  the  solid  ground  of  official  intention.  In  the  case  of 
:he  more  important  Orders  and  Regulations  we  have  quoted 
:i>e  essential  passages  from  their  text,  and  repeated  at  length 
^v  in  condensed  form  our  original  commentary  on  them,  as 
published  in  the  Journal.  This  means  that  the  digest  will 
:ake  up  more  space,  but  experience  has  shown  us  that  mere 
reference    to    the    information    so    fully    given    in  back 

umbers  of  the  Joiu-nal  is  found  so  inconvenient  in 
i  ractice  as  to  .be  comparatively  worthies.*.  If,  however, 
tr.e  full  text  of  the  Regulation  or  Order  on  «ny  point  is  desired, 

•?  have  made  it  our  business  in  every  instance  to  give  specific 
i-t'erence  to  the  particular  authority,  together  with  the  address 


where  cojiies  of  such  Regulations  may  !be  piu'chased.  Addi- 
tions to  or  variations  of  the  emergency  laws  subsequent  to  the 
publication  of  the  digest  in  the  .lournal  will  be  recorded  as 
the>  are  officially  announced,  inulei'  the  head  of  ''  Pharmaceu- 
tical Scrxice  Bulletins.'' 


YL'LETIDE  AND  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

Aftkr  yet  another  doleful  year  of  t<he  long-drawn-out  a.gony 
of  the  most  stupendous,  devastating,  and  hideous  war  in  all 
the  bloodstained  and  tear-drenched  annals  of  the  age-long 
martyrdom  of  man,  it  is  only  by  an  almost  superhuman  act 
of  faith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  reason  over  brute  force, 
and  of  right  over  wi-ong,  that  we  can  contrive  in  any  measure 
to  attune  our  minds  to  the  spirit  and  ritual  of  the  traditional 
and  conventional  Yuletide  and  New  Year.  From  of  old  time, 
reaching  back  to  a  past  which  makes  the  civilisations  of  the 
Euphrates  Valley  and  of  Egypt  seem  but  as  growths  of  yes- 
terday, the  winter  solstice  and  the  advent  of  the  New- 
Year  have  been  made  occasions  of  solemn  religious 
observance  and  demonstrative  social  festivity.  From 
the  "gorgeous  East"  to  the  teeming  tropical  lands 
that  lie  in  the  region  of  that  "peak  in  Darien "  from 
which  "stout  Cortes"  first  descried  the  vast  Pacific, 
from  "far  Cathay"  to  Peru,  in  one  form  or  another,  the 
season  has  ever  been  commemorated  and  celebrated  as  the 
turning  point  between  dark  and  dolorous  winter  and  the 
promise  and  prospect  of  the  revival  of  the  light  and  life  of 
spring  and  summer.  And  throughout  Christendom  it  has 
oheiiished  hajlloiwing  memories  and  a-ssociations  that  conspire 
to  make  it  one  of  the  familiar  and  most  vejieraible  onni- 
'\  ersaries  of  the  earthly  pilgrimage.  We  no  l^onger  believe 
what  tilie  prophets,  poets,  and  pliilosophers  beheld  in 
apocalyptic  vision,  that,  as  by  ithe  stroke  of  an  enchanter's 
wand,  one  Oiristmas  or  New  Y^ear  can,  in  a  night,  redeem  the 
world  from  sin  and  sorrow,  and  usher  in  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  No  Christmas 
carolling  or  New  Year  peal  of  ibells  can  work  that  miracle. 
But  in  the  long  line  of  the  vanished  years,  and  in  the  traces 
that  remain  of  the  wayward  journeyings  of  mankind  through 
the  wilderness  of  the  past,  there  has  constantly  and  pervasively 
been  operating,  and  there  still  is  in  continuous  action,  a  law 
tending  to  m?ke  the  organic  more  organic,  and  to  cleanse  and 
purify  human  nature  from  the  gi'oss  residue  of  "  the  tiger 
and  the  ape."  Atavism  there  may  be  of  races  as  well  as  of 
individuals  but  always  the  :bearers  and  transmitters  of  the 
higher  civilisation  are  hastening  the  time  when  the  nobler 
moral  type  will  ibreed  peTmanently  true,  and  the  lower  animal 
instincts  and  propensities  in  man  will  "become  always  his  ser- 
vants, and  no  longer  his  imasters.  But  foi-  this  clear,  sure 
vision  of,  and  unquenchable  faith  in  a  fairer,  purer  future 
for  poor  humanity,  it  were  infinitely  better  to  m.ake  an  end 
now,  ere  the  w-orld  is  wholly  given  up  to  the  bedevilments  of 
Might  and  all  its  iniquities.  It  is  a  sjiecious  and  pernicious 
sophism  to  argue  that  good  is  ever  truly  begotten  by  evil,  so 
that  war  as  such  may  have  its  moral  compensations.  The 
struggle  to  resist  evil  never  creates  good.  At  best  it 
can  do  no  more  than  call  out  and  anar.shal  in  battle-array 
against  evil  the  latent  forces  of  good.  The  present  war, 
despite  all  its  unspeakable  horrprs,  has  had  some  redeeming 
offsets,  such  as  its  ^'oOation,  on  an  epical  scale,  throughout 
the  peoples  o-f  the  Entente,  of  the  most  marvellous  outpouring 
and  consecration  of  pure  and  exalted  patriotism  and 
humanitarian  enthusiasm,  especially  on  the  part  of  young 
men,  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  And  not  even  the  most 
illustrious  and  inspiring  examples  in  the  history  of  the  ancient 
or  the  modern  world  can  excel  in  moral  sublimity  the  siJirit  and 
.servit!^  of  .^^elf-.sacrifice.  fortitude,  and  high  heroism  which 
have  been  so  abundantly  manifested,  not  only  by  the  com- 
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i)atant<  of  the  Entente  armies,  but  in  an  e<iual  niea.suie  mi 
that  plane  of  passive  heroism  which  has  its  sphere  in  civil 
life  in  the  hoosehold.  the  ■workshop,  and  other  more  or  less 
obscure  stations  and  occupations,  which  impose  all  the  strain 
without  affordiniK  much  of  the  stimuJus  of  the  camp  and  the 
battlefield.  "  They  also  serre  who  omly  stand  and  wait."  And 
as  many  committed  to  that  branch  oi  the  service  know  full 
well,  it  is  often  the  heaviest,  hardest  task  of  aJl  and  the  least 
adequately  recognised  and  requited.  It  is  the  part  which  most 
pharmacists  have  had  to  play  during  the  war,  and  tlie  diffi- 
culty of  performing  it  has  increased  enormou.tly  dnriiig  1917. 
Both  the  laboui"  and  the  responsibility  are  greater  ajid  more 
harassing  than  ever  before,  so  that  under  the  bua-den  many 
men  and  women  in  pharmacy  are,  df  not  ^broken  in  spirit. 
Well-nigh  'bankrupt  in  strength.  But,  neverthelees,  they  are 
steadfastly  holding  on,  and  ai-e  resolved,  if  only  their  ^^taying 
powers  endure,  to  hold  out  until  the  day  of  victory  dawns 
A»r  the  Entente,  and  the  waT-stricken  world  is  freed  fuially 
from  the  monster  of  Geraiau  militarism  and  the  blight  of 
Gennan  kultur.  It  is  in  this  spirit,  faith,  and  pui-pose  that 
we  heartily  tendeir  our  friendliest  greetings  and  most  heart- 
felt wishes  for  a  rationally  cheerful  Yuletide  and  a  hopeful 
And  happier  New  Year  to  all  readers  of  the  Journal,  whether 
they  be  serviag  with  the  Colours  at  home  or  at  the  front, 
in  "the  firing  line,  succouring  the,  sick  and  wounded,  or 
ministerina  to  the  needs  of  the  forlorn  victims  of  the  war  m 
the  territories  i-eoccujjied  by  the  Entent-e,  or  engaged  in  civil 
life  as  pharmacists  in  business  or  in  other  caipacities,  each 
striving  faithfully  and  valiantly  in  liis  or  her  own  way  to 
help  to" win  the  wai-  on  the  ba^iis  of  a  decisive  victory  leading 
to  a  lasting  peace  and  a  sweeter,  serener  world  for  the  comimg 
■generations  of  humankind. 

EXTRACT  FROM  '  LONDON  GAZETTE  ' 

of  r>(ctmhfr  14.  1917. 

Transfer  •!   Diethyl-Barbituric   Acid    etc.,  to  Part  I   of  the 
Schednle  to  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

At  the  CormeU  Chambtr,  WhitchaU,  the  11th  day  of  JMecmbo; 

1917 

By  the  Ixj.-A.  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  PrivN 
Council. 
PRESENT, 
LOBD  Pbesidest. 
Duke  of  NoRTHniBtRi-AXD. 

Mr.  H.4TES  Fl.SHER. 

Whprea^  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  it,  i.  enacted 
«har-  the  Beveral  Articles  named  or  described  in  the  feohedule 
' \)  to  that  Act  shall  be  deemed  Poisons  within  the  meaning  ot 
,a^r,  \ct  and  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ot 
,  ..'at  Britain  may,  from  time  to  time,  by  Rosolntion.  declare 
,r,  any  Article  m  such  Resolution  named  oug-ht  to  b<-  deemed 
Poison  withi«  the  meaning  of  that  Act,  and  that  thereupon 
„■  said  Society  **ha!l  ^-ubmit  the  same  for  the  approval  ot  the 
ivy  Council;  and  that  if  such  approval  shall  l>e  given  then 
,.  li  R,e«olution  and  approval  shall  be  advertised  in  tlie  Lfjndon 
(iiiz'  tu  ■  and,  on  the  expiration  of  one  month  from  such  adver- 
ti«emen't,  the  Article  named  in  such  Resolution  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  a  PoLwn  within  the  meaning  of  that  Act : 

\i,d  whereas  bv  Section  1  of  the  Poi.sons  and  Pharmacy  Act, 
1908  it  i^  enacted  that  .Schedule  (A)  to  the  Pharmacy  .Vet.  1868, 
•  r<  p^;aled,  and  the  Schedule  to  th»  Po'  ons  and  Pharmacy  .Vet. 
>j3   ..iibstitiited  thfTffnr.  and  that  the  siid  last-named  fecheflule 
..y  be  amended  by  (amongst  other  iliing.s)  transffirnng  any 
•,  ,ti(  lf  from  one  part  of  the  same  to  the  other  in  the  manner 
,\  ided  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  .\ct.  1868 : 
\nd  whereas  the  Council  of  the  Pliavinaceutical  Society  of 
.  f:at  Britain  did,  on  the  5th  day  cf  'Deceinber,  1917,  by  virtue 
1  in  exercise  of  th'j  poiwe-.t?  veetefl  in  them  by  the  Pharmacy 
\  t.  186^.       amfTided  bv  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908, 
^.Ive  and  declare  a«  follows:— 

"  That  i'r.f.  Schwlulc  to  the  Poisons  anfl  Pharmacy  -Vit.  1908. 
amen<lf:<l  by  tran<rferring  the  following  .Art.irlM  from  Part  2 

.  ,  <,f  *r,  p.-irf  1  there<:.:  ■ — 


'■  Dicthyl-i3a.rbituric  Aoi*l,  and  other  alkyl,  aryl,  or  met.. iiii: 
derivatives  of  barbituric  acid,  whether  de.s<;ribed  as  veronaJ, 
proiKuial,  mediiial,  or  by  any  other  trade  name,  mark.  t>r 
designation  ;  and  all  poisonous  iii  i'thancs  and  urcidcs." 

And  w'hereas  the  .said  Society  have  submitted  their  ResoluTi>'ji 
for  the  approval  of  the  Privy  (Jountil,  and  the  l^ords  of  th<* 
Privy  CouiK'il  aie  of  opinion  that  the  said  Hesoliiiion  should  I'- 
api)roved : 

Now,  therefore,  their  Lordshi))s  arc  hi'i-el)y  plnnsed  to  sigi.riy 
their  approval  of  the  said  Resolution. 

.\i.MKRic  FiTzRov. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  LEISURE  HOUR. 


A  SCIENTIST  AT  PLAY. 

BT  B.  CECIL  OWEN,  B.SC.  (LOND.). 

'  Hiistic  Sounds  and  Other  Studies  in  Literature  and  NatiirKi 
History.'  I5y  Sir  Francis  Darwin,  F.R.S.  (Murray,  os.. 
net.) 

In  thiis  volume  of  essays  the  aathor,  forsaking  f''.- 
;l  while  the  severe  toobnicalities  of  the  biologist,  dis- 
ports himseK  among  a  variety  of  pleasing  topics,  > 
the  delectation  equally  of  himself  and  hie  readert. 
Besides  the  es^ay  which  gives  its  name  to_  the  volume 
there  are  papers  on  Francis  Galton,  Teaoliing  Science,  Georgt 
Darwin,  Dogs,  and  The  Movements  of  Plants;  on  Jane  Austen,  A 
Lane  in  the  Cotswolds,  and  The  Pipe  and  Tabor.  There  ar* 
otlicrs,  too,  but  the  titles  quoted  serve  to  show  the  varying 
nature  of  the  groimd  over  -\vihioh  Sir  Francis  Darwin  takes  hi» 
readei-s,  who  are  sure  of  an  agreeable  outing,  seeing  that  th^^ir 
conipanion  is  not  only  a  man  of  .■=i-ience,  but  (lik-^ 
Tyndali,  Huxley,  and  Charles  Darwin)  a  man  of  letters  as  well. 
In  "Rustic  Sounds"  the  author  recalls  the  sounds  and  noises 
heard  in  tlio  country  in  childhood,  and  the  memories  with  which 
TJiey  are  associated.  He  tells  us  that  soimds,  more  than  sights 
or  smells,  'bring  back  memories  of  the  past,  so  far,  anyhow,  ai 
he  ihimself  is  concerneil.  The  sound  of  the  early  morning  scythe, 
of  the  cracking  of  ice  under  the  foot,  of  home-made  whistles,  oi 
the  notes  of  all  the  birds,  these  are  some  of  the  themes  round 
Avhich  circles  much  agreeable  gossip.  But  iny  own  favourite- 
essay  of  the  volume  is  that  on  "  Dogs  and  Dog  Lovers  " — ^perhaps 
beaiuse  one  numbers  oneself  unreservedly  among  the  lattei. 
Whence  arises  our  sentimental  and  irrational  love  of  dogs; 
whetther  those  who  dislike  dogs  are  wanting  in  imagination  and 


paw  he  shows  no  anger,  but  appears  only  to  apologise  for  being  in 
the  way.  These  arc  some  of  the  questions  discussed  in  the  author's 
easy  .and  disoui-sive  maiMier.  The  essay  on  "  The  Movements 
of  Plants"  will  prove  of  piartioular  interest  to  those  of  'os 
to  whom  botanv  is  more  than  drudgery ;  and  there  a,re  fi^w 
who  will  not  follow  the  author  with  quickened  attention  aai<» 
profit  when  he  <liicx>urses — ^always  without  appaa-ent  effort — 
<n  "The  Teaching  of  Science"  and  "The  Ediicatioai  of  % 
Man  of  Science." 

"  Lecourcs,  as  my  father  has  said,  '  have  no  advantaf:e=f 
and  many  disadvantages    .    .    .    compared  -with  reading 
I  aEi  sure  boys  ought  to  have  more  practical  teachint" 
—udi  necessarily  in  science,  but  in  such  things  as  mild  ctt- 
pentering,  the  tying  of  knots,  rough  weighing,'  etc." 
Agreed,  provided  no  undue  expenditure  of  time  is  entailed  in 
"mild  carpentering,"  and  so  on— a  thing  of  which  many  schoolt 
are  guilty,  giving  undue  time  to  fads,  and  scamping  siibjects  of 
^eater  consequence.    By  the  way,  Sir  Francis  Dai-wm  fchinkji 
materia  medioa   an    "almost    entirely  useless"  subject,  and 
"  wearisome  beyond  belief  "—a  conviction  shared  by  some  of 
our  OW71  <idoicationist9,  and  one   which,   has   been  frequently 
expounded  in  these  very  columns.    Not  the  least  oleasing  feature 
of  tbo  book  is  the  author's  reminiscences  of  his  great  fafche:. 
Indeed.         jtyle  is  frankly  reminiscent  of  Charles  Darwin's, 
which  was  so  patient,  gracioua,  modest,  and  convincing.  Tht 
book  .can  confideiirly  he  recommended  as  one  not  only  to  ica.ti 
and  digest,  but  to  enjoy.    It  is  a  typical  book  for  the  leisure 
Hour.   

The  Biters  Bitten. — A  war  correspondent,  in  a  recent  repoj-i. 
of  the  fighting  on  the  Italian  front,  .states  that  the  Austrian 
troops  tliat  occupied  Belluno  stole,  murdered,  and  raped  at 
l;,i  ge  ...  a  iinmber  of  them  even  ate  up  {sic  !)  the  stock  oi 
•)  chemist,  and  manageil  unwittingly .  to  commit  hari-kiri  Vy 
poisoning  themselves. 
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DEFENCE  OF  THE  REALM  ACT. 


WAR   EMERGENCY   NOTES  FOR  PHARM 

Barbitone  (Veiona.1,  Diotbylbarbituric  acid,  Malomirea.  or 
other  synonyms). — An  Army  Council  Order,  11/5/16,  prohibits 
the  supplying  or  soiling-  of  this  hypnotic  to  or  for  members  of 
H.M.  Forces  excepi  on  a  written  pr(scrij)tion  fully  signed,  and 
dated  by  a.  registered  medical  praotitiojier,  whose  full  name  aind 
qualifications  must  bo  given  thereon.  The  prescription  must  be 
anarked  "  Not  to  be  repeated,"  and  it  musit  bo  for  a  person 
other  tlnui  tlie  piescriber  liimself.  In  other  words,  a  medical 
man  who  is  also  a  Service  Officer  cannot  prescribe  barbitone 
for  himself. 

The  pharmacist  may  only  dispense  the  presoi'iption  when  it 
coniiplies  with  the  foregoing  conditions;  ho  must  mark  uixjn  it 
the  date  on  whicJi  it  is  dispensed,  together  with  his  name  and 
address,  but  he  is  not  authorised  to  retain  the  prescription.  Any 
person  dispensing  a  prescription  which  bears  the  mark  of  having 
been  already  dispeiiised  will  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable 
to  proceedings  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act,  barbitone 
being  a  poison  in  Part  I.  of  the  Schedule  to  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

The  .<;aine  conditions  apply  to  the  undcrnoted  drugs,  with 
the  exception  of  cocaine  and  opium — q.v.,  under  their  respec- 
tive headings  :  — 

Bekz.^mine  L.\ctate  and  Hydeochloeide. 

Chloh.u-  Hydrate. 

Coca. 

Cocaine  (special  provisions  applying  to  all  transactions.  See 

under  its  specific  heading). 
Codeine. 

DlAMOHPUIXE. 

Indian  Hemp. 

Opium  (special  provisions  for  raw  granulated  or  powdered 
opium.    See  under  its  specific  heading). 

MOBPHINE. 

Stjlphonai,,  and  its  homologues. 

Together  with  all  other  salts,  prepa.rations,  derivatives,  or  ad- 
mixtuTOS  prepai-ed  tlierefrom  or  therewith. 

Catalogues,  price  lists,  advertising  circulars,  showcards,  and 
poster  announcements  witii  a-esjieet  to  goods  offered  for  sale  by 
a  retailer  are  prohibited  by  the  Paper  Restriction  Order  (B.T. 
2/3/17).    The  following  concessions  are  permitted: — 

(a)  Aimounoemcnts,  not  exceeding  in  superficial  area  six 
ihundred  inches,  may  be  exhibited  at  the  premises  where 
the  goods  arc  offered  for  sale ; 
(6)  Catalogues,  price  lists,  or  advertising  circulars  may  be 
despatched  by  post  or  otherwise  to  any  person  sending 
a  written  request  for  the  same. 
(«)  The  distribution  of  catalogues  and  prices  by  traders  to 
traders  for  the  purpose  of  their  trade  is  lawful.  The 
<  <jnc«ssion  in  favour  of  these  publications  expires 
on  January  31,  1918.  But  in  view  of  the  inconvenience 
to,  and  interference  with,  business  which  would  be 
caused  by  a  prdhibition  of  the  circulation  of  price  lists, 
etc..  efforts  arc  being  made  to  .secure  a  genex'al  licence 
in  this  connection. 

(d)  The  distribution  on  the  jjremises  of  the  retailer  of 
advertising  handbills  to  customers  is  not  interfered  with. 

Doubtful  points  involving  special  rulings  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Paper,  Central  House,  Kingsway, 
.  W.C.  1. 

Cocaine,  which  is  defined  (Reg.  40B)  to  include  preparations, 
salts,  derivatives,  and  admixtures  containing  O'l  per  cent,  or 
more  of  the  drug,  may  not  be  supplied  or  offered  to  any  but 
an  "authorised"  person.    The  authorised  persons  are: — 

(a)  Duly  qualified  medical  practitioners; 

(b)  Registered  dentists; 

(e)  Registered  veterinary  surgeons ; 

(d)  Piiarmaoists  carrying  on  retail  business  (tJiis  includes 

coriJorate  bodies  lawftdly  carrying  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist) ; 

(e)  Persons  holding  special  permits  from  the  Home  Office. 

Ansesthetio  solutions  up  to  1"0  per  cent,  cocaine  strength  may 
be,  at  present,  supplied  to  unregistered  persons  engaged  in 
dental  practice,  but  this  is  only  a  concession  for  legitimate  use 

ij;  'UTitp'  wr.-A;.  and  may  not  be  continued  indefinitely. 


:iSTS  ON  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS, 

Th-e  conditions  attaching  to  the  supply  of  ooonine  to  un- 
authorised persons  are:  — 

(1)  A  written  prescription  dated  aoid  signed  with  the  fuU"  - 
name,  address,  and  qualifications  of  the  medical  prao- 
titioner,  and    marked    with   the    words  "not  to  bo 
repeated." 

(2)  The  prescription  mu»t  specify  the  total  amount  of  cooain© 

to  be  supplied — 'unless  the  medicine  is  a  xfoprietary,  in 
which  case  the  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  medicine 
will  suffice. 

(3)  Prescriptions  on  Insurance  formis  need  not  bear  th& 

words  "not  to  ibe  taken,"  nof  the  panel  practitioner's 
address  or  qualification. 

(4)  Cocaine  must  m^t  bo  supplied  more  than  once  on  the 

same  prescription. 

(5)  The  prescription  must  be  marked  with  the  date  on  wihich. 
it  is  di«*pensed. 

(6)  The  prescription  must  (unless  an  Insurance  form)  be 
retained  by  th«  dispenser,  and  kejrt  on  the  premises, 
available  for  inspection  by  the  authorities. 

(7>  The  ingredients  of  a  cocaine  prescription  must  be  copied 
into  the  Cocaine  Register,  which  must  be  solely  set 
apart  for  this  purpose,  and  must  contain  the  name  anil 
address  of  the  person  supplied.  Th«  Register  is  to  be 
available  for  authorised  inspection,  and  is  m  addition 
to,  not  in  substitution  of,  the  ordinai-y  Prescription  Book, 
or  Poison  Register. 

{^)  All  entries  in  the  Cocaine  Regist-er  must  be  made  on  the 
day  on  v^hich  the  prescription  is  disjwnaed,  and  all 
transactions  in  cocaine,  whether  with  authorised  person* 
or  others,  must  be  recorded  therein.  One  Register- 
only  covers  one  set  of  premises. 

(9)  No  "alteration  or  cancellation  of  any  entry  is  permitted, 
nor  may  any  untrue  statement  be  inserted. 

(10)  Conviction  under  the  Regulation  for  any  offerxce  there- 
under involves  liability  to  removal  from  the  category 
of  "authorised"  persons  apart  from  a  heavy  fine. 

Every  transaction  in  cocaine,  wiiether  with  an  authorised  or 
an  unauthorised  person,  must  be  recorded  in  the  Cocaine 
Register. 

In  Hospitals,  Dispensaries,  and  similar  institution.?  the 
pharmacist  in  charge  may  obtain  authority  to  possess  and  supply 
cocaine  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution  by  applying  to  th» 
Home  Office.  A  Register  of  prescriptions  would  have  to  be  kept 
by  the  pharmacist  so  authorised. 

Memo. — The  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  in  regard  to 
poisons  are  not  superseded  by  the  Cocaine  Regulations. 

Form  of  Record  of  Cocaine  ancl  Opium  transactions  (R'^g 
40B.  31/ 7;  16.  H.O). 
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The  importation  of  Cocaine  witliout  a  Home  Office  licence  i« 
prohibitca. 

Chemical  and  Medical  Glass  (M.M..  2/1/17).— No  person- 
is  permittetl  to  deal  in  any  chemical  or  medical  glass  tube  or 
rod  situated  or  to  be  manufactured  outside  the  United  King- 
dom except  upon  authority  of  the  Director  of  Optical  and 
Glaseware  Munitions,  117,  Piccadilly,  W.l.  The  terms  includ* 
all  hospital  and  pharmaceutical  glassware  and  tubing.  Retail 
dealing  by  pharmacists  in  glassware  which  has  already  beoa 
autliori?,ed  for  sale  is  not  interfered  with. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[ae«r$tanei  of  PharmoMutical  Auociaiions  are  requested  to  tend  brief  reporU  oj  meetings  for  publioation, 
to  at  to  reach  (ho  Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  immediately  following  the  daU  of  ntM^v.] 


BIRRENHE.\D  AND  WIRRAL.-A  social  meeting  of  the 
Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Awociatiou  of  Pharmacists  was  held 
o  i  December  6,  with  Mr.  T.  Stei-hex  Jones,  Pr^idcnt,  in  the 
<l'.air,  supported  by  Mr.  Taylor,  President  of  Wallasey  Phai- 
■  acist  Assoeiation.  Mr.  Clubb.  Vice-President  of  the  Liverpool 
<  iiemists'  Assoeiation.  Mr.  Tallantyne  (representing  Mr.  V\.  P. 
Evans  President  of  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association),  and  Mr. 
Moreton  Parry.  There  was  an  excellent  musical  programme, 
rue  contributors  bcin-  Messrs.  Richard  Brown,  Barlow,  Row- 
\,nds  Williams,  and  Derbyshire.  An  appeal  by  Mr.  Moketox 
I'vEBY  oa  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund   realised  over  i,14. 


BIR.MIN611AM.— The  inaugural  mcetuig  of  the  Birming- 
ham Pharmaoeutical  Association,  which  took  the  form  ot  a 
••ception  by  the  President  and  Mrs.  Buckingham  followed 
.  v  supper  and  a  niueical  entertainment  by  Mr.  H.  R  Uritlm  s 
t.oDpe  '  The  Allies,"    was  held    at   the  Grand    Bote  on 

0, -<-^bcr  5.  During  the  entertainment  a  collection  realising 
£12  2*  6d  was  made  in  aid  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Rest 
Station.  Snow  Hill  (G.W.R.). 

BOLTON— \t  tho  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Pharmacists'  As- 

1.  x  iation,  held  on  December  13,  at  Collinson's  Cafe,  six  new 
laembers  were  elected-viz.,  Miss  Thomas,  Messrs.  Bradley, 
Roberts  Marshall,  Varley,  and  Woodward.  At  the  conclusion 
of  business  a  hot-pot  supper  was  served,  followed  by  an  excel- 
!.'nt  musioal  programme,  to  which  the  members  present  con- 
tiibutf-d. 

LANARKSHIRE.— A  meeting  of  the  Lanarkshire  Ph,arm<a- 
cists'  Association  was  held  on  December  14,  with  Mr 
Rbekib,  President,  in  the  chair.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that 
the  attendance  was  .small;  the  afternoons  selected  are  suit- 
able, and  the  meeting-place  so  central  that  even,  as  an 
f-nroiiragorr.ent  to  tlio  able  and  hard-working  officials  tlie 
-Pemberl  sih<>uJ«l  inaJce  a  r>oint  of  lum/iag  out.-The  Pbesident 
introduced  'the  lecturer,  Mr.  T.  Baihd,  Glasgow  College  ot 
■■>utica  -vix)  ga.ve  a  mobt  int<.resting  lectuie.  entitled  Alinia- 
ture  Majvol«"  illustrated  with  some  uniquo  lantern  slides, 
^nouloatinp  the  object-lesson  of  uang  the  powers  of  observation. 
—The  VicB-PRE^inEXT,  Mi-.  Flett,  very  rordially  thanked 
th«  l€ctur«r. 

NORTH  LONDON. --The  December  meeting  of  the  Xorth 
I  oiidon  Pharmacists'  Assooiaition,  after  tlio  transactton  of 
i.rivate  business,  yfzs  oonvei-ted  into  a  combined  one  with  the 
We»t  Ham  Aseooia-tion,  with  Mr.  Wolff,  the  President  of  tlio 
North  Ijoodon,  in  the  chair.— The  reader  of  the  paper  on 
'  Modern  Bueines.5  Methotis"  was  Mr.  Alec  Nathan,  the 
:...ana^i)(?  director  of  Glaxo.  He  likened  the  modem  business 
-r,  a  iiumlyjr  of  activities  centred  round  a  power  house,  and 
r-rocoed^vl  to  show  th«  way  in  which  the  energy  had  to  be 
applied  to  the  various  points  where  the  best  results  could  be 
obtained.  He  dealt  witii  advei-tising,  service,  merit  of  goode. 
- '  ■■•  rela,tions  between  the  consouner,  distributor,  and  the 
t'-nei-al  public,  in  all  oases  giving  figuTC,''  to  prove  his  state- 
raentt-  whcrevei-  possible.  With  regard  to  Press  a<lve>rtisiti.g 
"le  gave  several  practical  results  in  the  percentage  of  in- 
r,rfv3i<-d  bufiiViesa.  Ho  ato  called  attontioii  to  the  imtuire  of 
'.jV^-titution  and  thn  efFwt  it  Irad  in  giving  tiio  name  to  phar- 
rnaoista  of  being  substitutors ;  it  was  bad  business.  He  argued 
r-tionglv  in  favour  of  centralised  depots  for  the  distribution 
f,i  sfxxU  and  the  necessity  af  getting  rid  of  non-paying  lines 
-  1  '  ting  more  time  to  quick  sfjllors  as  the  lino  wluch 
/  to  give  tho  best  results.  Personality  and  the 
•  which  pro<lu'^-ed  sales  was  the  greatest  asset,  and 

.■  '..  lit,  i/n  U>  shTW  how  failure^  resulted. — The  discussion 
w,L,  lak'-n  up  bv  Mrs^is.  WoLFF.  J.  H.  Matthews,  IIearle. 
KiEKPATftiOK,  and  Skinneb.- Mr.  Nathan,  in  reply,  pointed 
rnu  that  tlw  .suggestion  that  all  sfctions  of  the  dinig  trade 
«li<-iuld  «,me  together  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  in  order  to 
f  -y^'n.-in^.'-  id'-a*i  was  an  excellent  one,  and  gave  a  few  hints 
■>i  -  wintf  how  it  would  be  possible  to  get  the  matter  forward  by 
Ticking  other  heads  of  large  bu.sine.sse3  to  come  and  give  papers 
before  AfW)*iation«. — A  heai'ty  vote  of  thanks  wa.s  accorded, 
^nd  the  ^fChffi sKV  prorniaed  to  try  and  get  some  more  of  tho 


leaders  of  commerce  to  address  the  meeting.-!,  as  'Mr,  Natkaa'd 
address  had  attracted  the  best  attendance  at  any  meeting  of  rtia 
session. 


SHEFFIELD.— At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Phar- 
inaceutioal  and  Chemical  Society,  held  on  December  13,  at  the 
Lit.  and  Phil.  'Rooms,  Mr.  Fbank  Gladstone  Hinb.'s,  of  Yorfc 
City,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
delivered  an  address  on 

"iSoME  Thoughts  on  RECoxsTEroTiox." 
.Mr.  nines  submitted  that  Reconstruction  wass  the  pre- 
dominating thought  of  the  times.  In  their  own  sphere  *ho 
suprenie  desire  should  be  to  rebuild  tho  house  of  pharmacy 
with  imaginatlion  and  foresaght.  While  the  Hiarmaoeuitical 
Society  was  the  outstanding  factor  in  the  provinoo  of  phar- 
macy, there  was  nothing  sacred  about  it.  It  was  an  authority 
of  the  order  Wihioh  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison  exhorted  them 
to  challenge,  and  h©  (Mr.  Hines)  had  always  challenged  the 
attitude  of  the  Society.  The  fundamental  error  of  the  past  was 
the  trend  to  centralise  control  at  headquarters  to  the  weaken- 
ing and  repression  of  individual  initiative  and  responsibility. 
The  more  the  number  of  persons  intimately  concern<xl  with  t3i« 
government  of  pharmaceutical  affairs,  the  more  clearly  the  indi- 
vidual would  realise  his  responsibility  in  relation  to  tho  common 
good.  The  lack  of  numbers  in  the  membership  of  the  Society 
was  due  to  lack  of  faith  and  knowledge.  The  first  step  ia 
Reconstruction  was  to  start  with  the  individual  and  utilise  him 
locally  on  the  line  of  social  service,  but  not  to  stress  the  supyerior 
value  of  membership  of  some  Society  in  London.  Federation 
of  Local  Associations  was  the  next  step,  and  they  had  an  en- 
couraging example  of  how  ithis  should  be  done  in  the  East 
Anglian  Federation.  It  was  beyond  this  point  that  the  touch 
of  genius  was  required  to  secure  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  give  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  and  efficiently  control  the 
destinies  of  every  individual  member.  The  leading  factors  and 
ix)ssibilities  were  (1)  the  Pharniaceuitlcal  Society,  a  voluntary 
association  (comprising  about  half  the  number  of  registered 
chemists),  with  certain  duties  and  functions;  (2)  the  Local  Asso- 
ciations Executive,  representing  panel  chemists,  broadly  speak- 
ing, an  independent  body,  controlling  its  ow'ii  finances  and 
negotiating  direct  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners.  There 
was  no  other  sound  line  of  building  up  than  to  render  to  th© 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  pharmacy,  and  to  the  commercial  side 
commercial  control.  The  Examinations  and  Crganisation  as  a 
whole  should  incorpoa-ate  and  regulate  both  tho  scientific  and 
tho  commercial  instinct.  The  Society  could  do  a  great  work  for 
pharmacy  by  directing  educational  work  with  a  bold  conception 
of  future  requirements,  especially  with  reference  to  post-gradua.te 
instruction,  and  the  Society  should  lead  the  way  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  subjects  as  medical  treatmerit  (with  less  em- 
phasis on  drugs),  organisa;tion  of  hospital  service,  public  health 
and  hygiene,  infant  welfare,  standardised  milk,  and  all  Acts  of 
Parliament  affecting  pharmacy,  and  on  the  side  of  commercial 
values,  profits  on  proprietaries,  strong  defensive  measures  on 
CD. A.  lines,  coming  changes  in  tho  distribution  of  commodities, 
and  the  elimination  of  interests  between  producer  and  con- 
sumer in  reference  to  war.  Finally,  they  must  insist  that  the 
value  of  tho  pharmacist  to  the  community  should  rest  on  his 
training  and  attainments,  and  realise  that  no  rnore  tinkering 
with  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  be 
worth  while,  although  they  must  press  for  a  policy  and  system 
on  its  part  which  would  reconcile  and  embrace  all  interests. 
His  life  in  York  and  experience  at  Bloomsbury  Sqiiare  had 
revealed  strikingly  to  him  the  stultifying  influence  of  tradition. 
In  any  scheme  oir  Reconstruction  they  must  have  a  free  hand 
for  commercial  affairs,  and  in  the  propaganda  for  those  reforms 
bis  friends  and  himself  had  a  claim  for  a  juster  understanding 
and  greater  sympathy  than  had  hitherto  been  accorded  to  them. — 
The 'president,  in  "thanldng  Mr.  Hines  for  his  straightforward 
and  vigorous  address,  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  succeed 
in  his  "plans  for  reform.— Mr.  .John  AtJSTEN  was  confident  that 
unity  and  not  disintegration  would  be  the  desire  of  the 
P.P.'C!.  He  did  think  some  means  should  be  used  to 
iiiclnde  the  whole  of  the  many-sided  interasts  of  chemists. 
—Mr.  BowN-  said  he  cared  very  little  for  tradition.  He  wanted 
the  greatest  good  for  tho  greatest  number.— Mr.  Swift  hoped 
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it  •would  be  possvible  for  e\ery  pharmacist  to  l>eoonie  a  graduate 
of  some  University. — JMr.  Jackson  hoped  more  men  lo<ally 
woul<l  .stand  for  the  nninicipal  work  in  the  city,  and  that  they 
would  soon  have  trheir  own  man  on  the  Council  of  the  Parent 
Society  and  on  the  L.A.E. — Mr.  .Antcliffe  dealt  with  his  scheme 
for  a  more  repre.sentative  L.A.E.  He  wanted  eighteen  areas — 
one  man  elected  by  each  ai-oa  by  area  voters. — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  VViLLl.\MS,  seconded  hy  'Mr.  Fuiinival,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Hines. — ^Mr.  Leighton  directed  the 
attention  of  members  to  the  '  Year-book  of  Trades,'  in  which 
iplhannaoists  are  associated  with  drug  stores — all  under  the  head- 
ing "  Chemists."— It  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Austen,  that  support  be  siven  to  the  I'.A.T.A.  to  hai\e  pro- 
prietaries at  f;i.co  value. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 


Proceedings  under  Sections  15  and  17. 


I'harmaccuticiil  Society   r.  Aisikoff  di  Costn. 

At  Whitechapel  County  Court,  on  December  13,  before  liis 
Honour  Judge  Chier.  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  sued  M. 
AisikofiE  de  Costa,  of  430,  Mile  End  Road,  E.,  for  a  breach  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  by  having  taken,  used,  or  exhibited 
the  name  or  title  of  "  Chemist,"  he  being  an  umegistercd  person. 

Mr.  VV.  H.  Quarrell  appeared  for  the  Society,  an<l  the 
defendant  appeared  in  peraon. 

George  Waldock,  an  inspector  in  the  service  of  the  Society, 
stated  that  on  November  2  last  he  visited  the  shop  430,  Mile 
End  Road,  E.,  and  made  a  purchase  which  bore  a  label  «ith 
the  name  and  title  "  C.  H.  Eldon  and  Co.,  Chemists  and 
Druggists."  C/n  the  outside  of  the  premiKses  there  appeared 
the  words  "  C.  H.  Eldon  and  Co.,  late  F.  White,  Ltd.,  Dispens- 
ing Chemists,"  and  on  the  fanlight  "  M.  Aisikoff  de  Costa." 

Harry  Moon,  Deputy  Registrar  of  the  Society,  produced  the 
authority  for  the  pi-oceeding\s,  and  stated  that  the  defendant's 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  official  Register. 

Defendant  said  he  hail  not  used  the  title.  It  was  used  in  con- 
neotion  with  the  name  of  F.  White,  Ltd.  He  did  not  know  who 
C.  H.  Eldon  and  Co.  were.  He  had  registered  under  the 
"Business  Names  Act,  1916." 

The  Judge  said  it  was  dear  that  defendant  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  busine>-s,  and  that  the  title  had  been  used  in 
conuection  with  that  business.  ■  There  must  be  judgment  for  the 
penalty  claimed,  with  costs. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  i.  St.  Qidnton  »  Drug  Stores,  JAd. 
At  the  Eloornsbury  County  Court,  on  December  17,  a  summons 
was  heard  which  had  beeir  taken  out  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  against  St.  Quinton's  Drug  StorrS;  Ltd., 
of  10a,  North  Pole  Road,  W.,  for  the  recovery  of  two  tenalties 
of  £5  each  incurred  by  them  in  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retail- 
ing, dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons,  to  wit :— "  Opiiim," 
contained  in  a  bottle  of  paregoric,  and  "  White  Precipitate,"  aiid 
for  taking,  using,  or  exhibiting  the  name  or  title  "  Chemists." 
the  defendants  being  unregistered  persons  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts. 

The  defendants  did  not  appear,  and  filed  a  confession- admitting 
the  offence,  and  offering  to  pay  the  amount  claimed  by  monthly 
instalments  pf  £2. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell,  on  behalf  of  the  Phai  maceutical  Society, 
accepted  this  offer,  and  the  Registrar  made  an  order  ordering 
the  defendants  to  pay  the  amount  by  monthly  in-talnn^iit^  of  £2. 


l'h(irmaccutir,il  Society  v.  C.  11".  Houseman. 

At  the  Eloornsbury  County  Court,  on  December  17,  a  summons 
was  heard  which  had  been  taken  out  bv  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  against  Mr.  C.  "W.  Houseman,  of  21, 
Pitfield  Street,  Hoxton,  N.,  for  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  a 
penalty  of  £5  incurred  by  him  on  July  24  in  selling  poison  being 
"  Opium,"  contained  in  a  bottle  of  paregoric,  the  defendant 
being  an  unregistered  person  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

Hie  defendant  did  not  appear,  and  filed  a  confession  admitting 
the  offence,  and  offering  to  pay  the  balance  by  instalments. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell,  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
accepted  the  offer,  and  the  Registrar  made  an  order  ordering 
the  defendant  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  balance  of  the  claim  by 
monthly  instalments  of  £1. 


Nisi  Prius  Court,  Birmingham  Assizes. 


Freeman  v.  yrtem^n. 

At  the  above  Court,  on  Decemiber  6,  before  Mr.  Ju.^ticr 
Atkin,  John  Henry  Freeman,  described  as  a  manufactui  ing 
chemist,  Icknield  Street,  Birmingham,  suod  William  Mar.'^hall 
Freeman,  chemist  and  <lruggist,  and  barrister -at-law,  to 
recover  £200,  claimed  to  bo  duo  umler  an  agreement.  Mr. 
Hugo  Young,  for  the  plaintiff,  ex,plaiiied  tha^t  the  agree- 
ment wa.s  entored  into  in  1914  as  a  compromise  in  conse- 
quoiico  of  diifhoulties  ari^^ing  between  the  brothers  in  settling 
up  their  father's  estate.  Tlie  father  died  in  1913,  and  by  his 
will  left  his  business  to  be  divided  among  his  aonfl,  but  by  a 
codicil  defendant  was  ruled  out  of  the  will  and  his  share  left  to 
his  wife.  PlaintiflE  and  defendant  were  executors,  and  it  was 
claimed  that  there  was  a  liability  by  the  defendant  to  his  father 
of  £775  15s.  lid.,  but  by  suibsequent  adjustment  this  was  reduced 
to  the  amount  now  sued  for.  At  the  close  of  tho  plaintiff's 
evidence  it  was  agreed  that  the  only  mat<>rial  iseuo  was  the 
construction  of  the  agreement,  and  the  services  of  the  jur.v 
were  cUspensed  with. 

William  Marshall  Freeman  (the  defendant)  in  Iiis  evidence 
deposed  that  tho  £776  was  not  a  debt  due  to  the  estate,  but 
wa.s  ,1  i>rovision  iniule  to  iiini  by  hit-  fa.ther.  There  had  been  a 
propo.sal  to  form  a  company,  but  this  fell  through  because  of 
tho  plaintiff's  procrastination,  and  ultimately  he  r^udiated  tho 
whole  thing,  .forced  the  sale  bv  arbitration,  and  claimed  this 
£200. 

Mr.  Vachell,  addressing  his  Lordship,  submitted  that  Mr 
Marshall  Freeman  had  cleared  him.self  of  the  imputations  made 
against  him. 

His  Lordship  said  he  had  with  some  difficulty  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  an  absolute  oWigation  to  pay  £200. 
and  that  the  reference  to  the  company  was  only  as  a  possible 
primary  source  from  which  the  payment  waa  to  be  madr  if 
such  a  fund  came  into  exi.stcnce.  He  therefore  gave  judgm.-i't 
for  the  plaintiff  for  £200,  witj  cost?. 

The  Judge  further  observed  that  as  this  oa«e  was  opened 
on  facts  counsel  had,  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  opened 
the  case  strongly  against  defendant,  but  as  it  turned  out  that 
issue  had  not  arisen.  But.  his  Lordshin  added,  he  had  heard 
quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
case  that  would  lead  anyone  to  suppose  that  defendant  had 
been  guilty  o?  any  conduct  which  in  any  way  roflerted  upon 
himself  either  in  a  professional  or  any  other  rajjacity. 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS 

NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S 


National  Health  Insurance  Bill  (1917). 

Late  on  Tuesday  night  the  House  of  Commons  gave  a  third 
reading  to  the  National  Health  Insurance  Bill  (1917),  and  sent  it 
to  the  House  of  Lords  without  any  change  from  the  form  in 
which  it  left  Grand  Committee.  This  measure,  whose  import- 
ance, especially  on  the  financial  side  of  National  Insurance,  is 
greater  than  is  generally  understood,  is  now  assured  of  its  place 
on  the  Statute  Book. 

Trade  Marks  oi  Sanatogen  and  Formamint. 

On  Tuesday  Sir  Richard  Cooper  (Nat.  Party,  Walsall)' asked 
Sir  Albert  Stanley.  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  question 
concerning  the  trade  marks  of  Sanatogen  (246,302  registered  num- 
ber and  257,583)  and  Formamint  (264,704).  Sir  Richard  inquired 
what  was  the  power  under  which  the  Board  of  Trade  act#d  to  re- 
move these  marks  from  the  register,  seeing  that  applications 
made  in  1914  under  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  (Tem 
porary)  Rules  Act  of  that  year  had  been  refused. 

Sir  Albert  Stanley  replied  that  the  trade  marks  of  Sanatogen 
and  Formamint  were  removed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  from  the 
register  of  trade  marks  on  grounds  of  public  interest,  and  under 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  last  paragraph  of  Rule  1  of  the 
Trade  Marks  (Temporary)  Rules,  1914.  The  Order  removing  the 
marks  was  made  on  evidence  not  available  at  the  time  of  the 
former  applications  for  removal. 

Enemy  Trade  Marks  in  General. 

Sir  Richard  Cooper  asked  whether  in  the  interests  of  the  trad- 
ing community  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  uso 
the  same  power  to  remove  other  enemy-owned  trade  marks 
which,  like  those  of  Sanatogen  and  Formamint,  are  the  names  of 
articles  for  which  the  patents  have  expired. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  answered  that  any  sugges- 
tions for  the  removal  of  such  marks  would  be  carefully  consi- 
dered, but  it  was  desirable  that  applications  for  such  removals 
.should  be  made  in  the  ordinarv  wav  prescribed  Hv  Rule  1  of  the 
1914  Rules. 


December  22,  1917.]     THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL  AND  PHARMACIST. 


299 


MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKETS. 

TiiuusDAT.  Deteiiihcr  20,  1917. 

I!iL-iiiitss  lia«  been,  quiet,  this  week,  and  no  revival  of 
acti\-ity  is  to  be  expected  until  e:irly  in  the  New  Year,  when 
the  process  oS  gtoc-ktaJcing  i.s  completed.  In  view  of  the 
diminished  supplies  stocktaking  will  not  be  such  a  lengthy 
affair  a.«  usuail,  whatever  the  value  of  the  limited  stocks  may 
l)e.  In  the  meajitime  both  the  supply  and  the  demand  are 
ijnited,  amd  there  is  stiU  a  great  scarcity  of  a  considerable 
umber  of  drugs  and  chemicals.  In  the  absence  of  business 
Ji-ice  fJiicttiatioJis  have  not  been  nuimerous,  and  most  of  those 
that  have  taken  place  have  not  been  particularly  important. 
ITie  easier  tone  in  AcetylsaHcylic  Acid  continues.'  .Salicylates 
ire  ste.;idy,  and  in  face  of  diminished  imports  from  the  United 
iStates  prices  may  advance;  all  depends,  of  course,  on  the 
output  of  British  make,  which  is  fortunately  increasing. 
IMa-nufactoirers  of  Sal  Ammoniac  have  raised  their  prices  bv 
£5  per  ton. 


Hif/her. — Acetanilide,  Hydroquinoiie,  Honey,  Sal  Am- 
moniac. 

Firmer.— Saetbarii),  Henljanc  Leaves.  Henbane  Extract, 
Heliot rapine,  Bichromate  of  Soda,  Prussiate  of  Soda,  Rosin. 

.^^.•<;.,-.— Phenacetin.  Acetylsalicylic  Acid,  Bleaching 
Powder.  Tur.pentine,  Cloves. 


Acetanilide.— Tlie  upward  tendency  continues,  and  value  is 
now  in  the  neighbourhood  of  5s.  per  lb. 

.Acetylsalicylic  Acid.— Again  easier  at  13s.  6:1.  to  13s.  9d. 
per  lb. 

Atropine.— 115s.  to  120s  per  oz  for  the  sulphate. 
Bleaching  Powder.— At  the  moment  the  market  is  on  the 
ea-y  side. 

Bichromate  of  Soda.— The  supply  is  still  inadequate  to 
meet  Che  demand,  and  price  is  firmer  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Bismuth  Carbonate.- In  steady  demand ;  12s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Borax.— Crystals,  37s.  ;  powder,  38s.  per  cwt. 

Boric  Acid.— Crystals.  62s.  ;  powder,  64s.  per  cwt. 

Bromides.— Pota.ssium.  7s.  cry.stals ;  6s.  6d.  granules; 
Aiiimoniam,  5s.  ,*  .Sodium,  33.  per  lb. 

Capsicums.— All  the  offerings  were  bought  in  at  the  Spice 
Saios. 

Castoreum. — ^In  face  of  a  very  small  demand  value  has  re- 
ceded substantially. 

Chamomiles.— 350s.  per  cwt.  is  the  v:;Iiie  of  old  Belgian. 

Citric  Acid.— Quiet  at  3s.  2d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Citronella  Oil.— Dearer  at  2s.  ^d.  per  lb.  for  Ceylon  in 
drums. 

Cloves. — Quiet  and  easier,  with  .sellers  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
loi  fair  Zanzibaj-. 
Coriander  Seed.— Value  is  about  85s.  per  cwt. 
Cummin  Seed.— Dearer  at  about  67s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Fennel  Seed.—  Value  is  about  60s.  per  cwt. 
lenuf^reek  Seed. — ^Steady  at  47f.  p.?r  cwt. 
(iails.— Dearer  at  about  160s.  to  165s.  for  China, 
(linger. — At  the  Spice  .Sales  all  the  offerings  were  bought 

u  anhfil  Cochin  at  70s.  and  brown  Calicut  rough  a.t  653. 
Olucose. — Business  is  reported   at  63s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
'jiiid. 

Green  Extracts. — Henbane  Extract  is  getting  still  scarcer, 
r,:^o  i<  the  leaf ;  Belladonna  Extract  is  firm,  but  the  supply 
•  >|)ear.i  to  be  adequate. 

Honey. — Bwaness  has  been  done  at  higher  rates  since  the 
1 :  i-ales. 

Hydroquinone. — l'ri<-e  has  advanced,  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  now 
•.ng  asked. 

Iodides.— Potassium.  13s.  lOd.  to  14s.  7d.  ;  Sodium,  15s.  to 
i  'j-.  r'A.  ycT  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 
Iodoform.— 19s.  2d.  t--.  20.s.  per  lb. 


Lemon  Oil.— Quiet  at  4s.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 
Lime   Oil. — ^Easier  at  about  17s.   for  hand-pressed  West 
Indian. 

Linseed  Oil. — In  good  ret|aiest  at  the  maocimum  rates. 
Mace. — Nine  cases  (In  Prize)  were  offered   and  sold  on 
Wednesday  :  Paiish  curly  Java  at  4s.  3d. 
Menthol. — Easier  at  13s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Nutmegs. — 0\er    a    bundrexi   packages    (In    Prize)  were- 
offered  and  sold  on  Wednesday  :  Java  limed  56's  at  2s.  Id. 
Oxalic  Acid. — Is.  5j^d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Without  quotable  change  in  price,  the  tone 
is  ea^y. 

Prussiate  of  Soda. — Scarce  and  firm  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  for 

yellow. 

Quinine. — Quiet  but  firm  at  about  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  4d.  per  oz. 
for  the  Sulphate.  In  the  United  States  makers  have  ad- 
vanced their  prices. 

Resublimed  Iodine. — 16s.  4d.  to  16s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Rosin. — Vei-y  firm,  with  a  continued  upward  tendency. 

Rubber. — Quiet.  Plantation  :  -Standard  No.  1  crepe,  2s.  5J.  ;. 
'hard  fine  Para,  2s.  8^d.  per  lb. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — ^lanufacturei-s  have  advanced  their  prices. 
Cruisbed,  85s.  ;  the  article  is  not  offered  freely  even  at  the- 
advance. 

Saccharin. — The  considerable  buying  that  has  taken  place 
during  the  past  few  weeks  has  naturally  diminished  the 
stocks,  and  value  is  now  350s.  per  lb.  for  550  strengtJi. 

Salicylates. — There  is  practically  no  change  in  price  ;  with 
the  diminishing  imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  it 
does  not  seem  at  all  unlikely  that  prices  may  advance.  For- 
tunately the  outiput  of  Britisih  make  is  increa/sing,  and  this 
as  a  factor  which  will  put  a  braJje  on  prices. 

Shellac. — Quiet  on  basis  of  360s.  for  fair  T.N.  orange. 

Strychnine. — The  new  prices  are  as  follows  : — Pure  Crystal 
Alkaloid,  4s.  6d.  per  oz.  ;  Hydrochloride,  4s.  3d.  ;  Sulphate, 
4s.  2d. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Quiet  but  steady  at  £67  15s.,  Liver- 
.pool. 

Sulphonal. — Dearer  at  fully  50s.  per  lb. 

Sulphur. — The  decrease  in  exports  from  Sicily  continues. 

Tartaric  Acid. — ^The  market  is  st-eady,  with  a  number  of 
lamaill  orders  which  do  not  accoamt  for  a  large  volume  of 
(business. 

Turmeric. — A  fair  business  at  firm  rates. 
Turpentine. — 'J'he  market  is  weaker  and  price  lower  on  the 
week  ;  American  spot.  120s. 


Olive  Oil. — ^I'iiere  is  no  relief  of  the  position,  and  none  is 
expected  at  present.  Consequently  prices  are  extraordinarily 
Jiigh.  Whether  any  will  be  coming  from  Spain  or  Italy  in 
the  earilier  part  of  the  year  is  at  least  doubtful.  According 
to  a  recent  official  report  on  the  Olive  crop  of  Cyprus,  the 
crop  last  year  was  a  good  one,  and  there  was  consequently  a 
fair  amount  of  Olive  Oil  extracted.  I'he  production,  however,, 
fell  short  of  the  local  consuanption ;  198,540  okes  of  a  value 
of  £16,035  were  imported.  The  area  available  for  the  pur- 
pose is  sufficient,  if  planted,  to  enable  a  large  export  trade  m 
Olive  Oil  to  be  built  up  alter  satisfying  all  local  requir€.m€nbs. 
A  great  deal  i.3  no-w  being  done  in  all  nursery  gardens  to  raise 
olive  plants,  and  during  the  next  few  years  it  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  a  very  s'triking  increase  in  the  number  of  olive 
tree  plantations.  iMany  thousands  of  plants  are  being  raised 
in  the  nursei-y  gardens,  as  well  -as  in  school  gardens,  from 
•seed  issued  by  the  Department. 


Sangers,  258,  Euston  Ro-ul,  London,  N.W.,  intimate  the  follow- 
iiltci-atloiis  : — Brand's  C'alf's  Foot  Jelly,  pints,  14s.  8d.  ;  Yadil, 
2  oz.,  Is.  6d.— 13s.  6d. ;  Tucker's  White  Cross  Night  Lights,  6,  8, 
or  10  hours,  9d. — 7(5.;  Woolley's  .Jecovol,  2s.  9d. — 24s.,  5s. — 44s.; 
'  Allenbury's  "  Nursery  Powder,  Is. — 9s.  Id. ;  Crosb/'s  Cough 
Elixir,  Is.  3d.— 12s.  6d.,  3s.— 50s.,  5s.— 49s.  6d.  ;  Diamalt  and  Cod 
Liver  Oil  (15  per  cent),  Is.  9d.— 14s.,  2g.  6d.— 20s.  :  (33  1-3  per 
cent.),  2s.— 163.,  2s.  9d.— 22s. ;  Parke,  Davis  and  Co.'s  Cascara 
Aromatic  Fluid,  4  oz.  18g.,  Bz.  54s.  6d.,  16  oz.  66s.;  Chloretone 
Inhalant,  1  oz.  ISs.  2d.,  4  oz.  26s.  3d. 
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PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Mr.  J.  L.  P.  Hollingworth,  pharmacist  at  the  Victoria  Hos- 
pital for  Cliildren,  Chelsea,  has  beon  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Linnean  Society. 

Councillor  F.  A.  Willcock,  M.P.S.,  Victoria  Street,  has  been 
re-elected  Chairman  of  the  I'arks  and  Baths  Comn^ittee  of  the 
Wolverhampt.on  Corporation. 

Councillor  Harold  Coleman,  M.P.S.  (Secretary  of  the  Wol- 
iverhampton  Chemists'  Association),  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  new  Educational  Committee  of  the  Wolverhamp- 
ton Corporation  and  elected  Chairman  of  the  Technical  Com- 
mittee. 

Major  F.  A.  Trick,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick,  J.P. 
(Lewis  and  Burrows,  Ltd.),  of  New  Barnet,  who  transferred 
from  the  A.S.C.  to  the  British  West  Indies  Regiment,  has  been 
gazetted  Major,  and  is  now  second  in  command  of  the  6th 
battalion. 

TJhe  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  Edmund 
Whit«)  desires  us,  on  his  behalf,  to  convey  to  all  readers  of  the 
Journal  the  comphments  of  the  season,  coupled  with  an  expres- 
sion of  the  earnest  hope  that  the  New  Year  may  see  the  advent 
of  an  equitable  and  enduring  peace. 

Mr.  Thomas  Yule,  who  has  been  in  'business  in  Cowdenbeath 
for  over  twenty  years,  lias  retired'  on  account  of  his  health,  and 
gone  to  reside  in  Largo,  Mr.  Yule  was  a  merabcir  of  Beath 
Sohool  Board  for  some  years,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council.  While  on  the  Council  he  latterly  acted  as 
Honorary  Treasurer  and  ae  a  magistrate,  and  he  is  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  William  P.  Evans,  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and 
Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  was  presented,  on  December  14,  by 
Mt.  McCaig  on  behalf  of  tlie  combined  Liverpool  and  London 
staffs,  with  a  silver  tea  tray  as  a  memento  of  his  approaching 
marriago.  Miss  Pritchard,  one  of  the  company's  oldest  female 
employees,  also  presented  to  Mr.  Evans,  for  the  prospective 
Mrs.  Evans,  a  pendant,  subscribed  for  by  the  lady  members  of 
the  stafT. 


BUSINESS  BREVITIES. 


Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  announce  that  their 
offices  and  warehouses  will  be  closed  for  the  Christmas  holidays 
on  December  24,  25,  and  26,  and  their  warehouses  only  for 
.stocktaking  on  December  28,  29,  and  31. 

Messrs.  Goodhall,  Backhouse,  and  Co,,  Leeds,  intimate  that 
their  offices  and  warehouse  will  be  closed  from  1  p,m.  on 
December  22,  to  Thursday  morning,  December  27. 

Messrs.  Newberys,  Charterhouse  Square,  London,  E.C.I, 
intimate  that  their  warehouses  will  be  closed  at  6  p.m.  on 
December  24,  and  rcopeii  on  Monday  morning,  December  31. 


DEATHS. 

.4nderson.— On  Decemibor  17,  at  Aldo  House,  Aldoburgh, 
Suffolk,  Elizabeth  Garrett  Ander.son,  M,D.  Agefl  81.  Mrs. 
Garrett  And<'rson  will  always  rank  in  English  medical  history 
and  in  that  of  the  Feminist  movement  a5  a  leader  in  the  cause 
of  the  emancipation  of  women.  When  in  1860,  in.-pirod  by  the 
esaniplo  and  friendship  of  Miss  BlackwoM,  who,  denied  ad- 
mittajiico  to  various  Aleddcal  Scshools  in  the  U.S.A.,  wae 
finaJly  permitted  to  graduiate  M.D.  of  the  University  of 
Geneva  there  in  1849,  Aliss  Garrett  resolved  to  .study  medicine, 
she  found  there  was  no  .school  where  she  could  be  received, 
and  no  examining  body  was  willinig  to  admit  hor  to  its 
exaniiruition.  Suibscquonfly.  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
Laving  been  legally  advised  that  as  the  ipurpose  of  it«  charter 
was  to  enable  it  to  sell  drugs,  and  there  was  no  legal  ground 
for  refusing  to  allow  a  woman  to  soil  drugs,  the  Society  coul<l 
not  refuse  to  admit  a  woman  to  the  licence  exaanination,  the 
Society  directed  Miss  Gia.n-ott  to  got  in.struotion  privatelv 
from  teacher.s  of  recogni.sod  Medical  Schools,  and  finajly,  in 
1865,  granitecl  hej  the  qualification  of  L.S.A.  Later,  however, 
the  Society  introduced  a  new  rule  which  had  the  effect  of 
oajicelling  recognition  of  certificates  given  for  private  studies, 
and  as  there  w.is  no  Medical  Sohool  in  the  United  Kingdom 
open  to  women,  Miss  Garrett  proceeded  to  Paj-is.  and,  having 
Tiascf-d  the  nece-savv  f  xMniniati'.ns  r.'.ok  i)ip  M.D.  degree  in  1870, 


that  iiniius  tcrribilh  for  France.  In  his  Inaugural  .Sessional 
.\ddi-ess  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  of  tJie  Sohool  of  Phar- 
macy in  1892  Mr.  iMiohael  Carteighe,  who  was  then  Presrident, 
made  the  following  interesting  reference: — "I  remember 
aibout  the  time  I  beoajmo  a  student  here  (circa  1865)  thiat  we 
had  a  lady  student  in  tjhis  house.  I  remomfbor  exactly  where 
Ale  sat  in  this  theatre,  and  I  lememibor  tho  envious  eyes 
with  which  a  number  of  us  regaaxlcd  her.  I  do  not  think  we 
regaa-ded  hor  with  enivy  because  she  was  a,  lady — in  fact,  we 
admiiiod  hor  on  that  account but  we  wore  oomscdous  tliat 
wlhen  onoo  a  lady  comes  into  a  class  silie  meains  to  take  prizes, 
■a<nd  I  am  afra/id  wo  were  selfi.^h  onouigh  to  tkink  of  tJiat 
rather  than  anything  else.  That  lady  oame  here  and  was, 
I  think,  a  student  for  two  or  three  sessions  as  a  preparatory 
stage  to  going  into  the  profcs.sion  of  medicine.  That  lady 
is  a  member  of  a  hig3ily-giftod  family,  and  is  probably  as 
well  known  end  as  much  respected  as  any  educated  woman 
ever  w-as.  I  refer  to  tho  lacly  who  was  then  Mii%  Garrett, 
arul  who  is  now  Dr.  Ellizalbeth  Garrett  Andcjrson."  Prosum- 
aibly  this  oouirse  at  tho  School  of  Pharmacy  was  taken  as  part 
of  the  preparation  for  the  Society  of  AjpofcheoairieB'  examma- 
tinn.  Mrs.  Garrett  Andejrson's  long  life  was  n.  busy  aaid  bene- 
ficent one  alike  in  hor  own  profe.ssion  and  in  puiblio  life.  She 
was  the  founder  of  the  New  -Hospital  for  Women  in  the  Euston 
Road,  London,  a;iid  ono  of  tho  founders  of  tho  London  School 
of  iNIodicine  for  Womieni,  and  the  labours  of  herself  and  hf-r 
oolleaguos,  of  whom  Miss  Jex  Blake  was  the  diief,  paved  the 
way  for  the  passiuig  of  the  Act  of  1876,  wlliidh  legalised  the 
admission  of  women  to  the  medical  profession,  but  it  waa 
not  until  1892  that  tho  British  Medical  Association  admitted 
incdioal  woonen  to  membei^shdp.  Among  many  oiiher  pro- 
fossionffll  aiijd  public  appointments  Mi's.  Garrett  Anderson  waa 
for  twenty-three  years  Ijoctuxer  oix  Medicine  at  the  Tx>ndon 
Sohool  of  Medicine  for  Women  and  ten  years  its  Dean. 
She  was  elected  a,  member  of  tjhe  London  School  Boaord  in 
1870.  and  in  1908  sho  was  elected  Mayor  of  Aldoburgh,  where 
>he  had  made  her  home,  being  the  first  woman  made  a  Mayor 
in  England.  The  general  |iulblic,  who  Icnew  Mrs.  Garrett 
.\.]idei-son  only  as  the  protagonist  of  an  oi^ginally  unpopular 
ra.ujse.  to  the  ultimate  success  of  which  her  oou.raigrt>us  laboiirs 
sreatly  contributed,  wore  aipt  to  figure  her  as  a  masculine 
aiul  aggressive  type,  but  in  reality,  as  all  who  kiutw  her  per- 
sonally  testify,  siho  was  es.sentinlly  a  "womanly  woman"  of 
^^ho'm  the  world  of  hor  earlier  struggles  wan  not  worthy. 

Field. — On  December  8,  at  30,  Hills  Road,  Cambridge, 
Kbenezer  Field,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  83.  Mr.  Field 
commenced  Ibiisiness  for  himself  in  Regent  Street,  Cambridge, 
in  1858.  Later  he  removed  to  Hills  Road,  whore  he  continued 
business  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  being  elected  in  1872. 
In  1901  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Cambridge  Town 
( 'ouncil,  and  held  the  position  for  twelve  years,  serving  on 
many  committees  in  a  useful,  but  quiet,  way."  He  was  srreatly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him 

Fowlds. — On  December  11,  at  Ingrow  Bridge.  KoigUey, 
William  Fowlds,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  53. 

Paul. — On  December  13.  at  Park  Side,  Helena  Kathorine, 
widow  of  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul,  formerly  Editor  of  The  Pharmaceutical 
Journal.  Mrs.  Paul,  who  had  been  in  declining  health  for  some 
years,  has  not  long  survived  hor  venerable  husbaiul.  who  died  in 
.\pril  of  this  year. 

Rose. — On  Drcomber  9,  George  Ernest  Rose,  of  187,  High 
Street,  Southwai-k.  S.E.,  (henii>t  ;ind  druiggiist.  .  Aged  55. 


ON   ACTIVE  SERVICE. 


Private  W.  W.  Gardiner,  pharmacist.  1st  Blaok  Watch,  ilied 
in  France,  of  wounds  received  in  battle  on  November  20.  He 
served  his  approiitice.ship  in  Kirriemuir  with  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  prior  to  being  called  up  was  managing  Mr.  Macfarlane's 
l)ianch  shop  in  Forfar. 

Grefjor  McGregor,  aged  21  years,  a  native  of  I.eith,  has  died 
on  active  service  in  France.  He  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  G.  B.  Thomson,  pharmacist.  Ferry  Road.  Leith, 
and  latterly  was  an  assistant  with  Mr.  Mason,  chemist,  StoclcY 
bridge,  Edinburgh. 

Private  Douglas  Napier,  5th  Xorthumbei  land  Fusiliers 
(Fighting  Fifth),  formerly  apprentice  an4  , assistant  widi 
Messrs.  Thompson  and  Capper,  Piccadilly  aii.d  Dcansgate, 
Manchester,  is  reported  mis.sing  since  October  26.  He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Napier  (of  Warrick  Bros..  Ltd., 
Nile  Street,  London,  N.l),  who  will  bo  grateful  to  hear  from 
anyone  \vho  had  friends  in  the  same  action,  and  now  prisoners 
of  war — in  the  hope  of  gleaning  tidings,  however  fiir*-. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Inadequate  Profits  on  Proprietaries. 

Your  correspondent  J.  J.  Jackson  (of  Chave  and  Jackson)  takes 
•  xception  to  22^  per  cent,  profit  as  offered  l>y  some  firms,  but 
it.  the  same  time  he  loses  sight  of  the  fact  that  two  of  their 
Cliava  and  Jackson^s)  preparations,  as  quoted   in    a   list  of 
'proprietary  articles  for  1917  and  1918,  only  show,  one  4i  per 
ent. — viz..  Celandine,  which  costs  lis.  6d.,  and  rotanls  at  Is. 
•ainimum  P.A.T. A.,  and  their  Plienaline  Salts,  which  retails  at 
Is.,  and  costs  lOs.  per  dozen,  showing  about  16i  per  cent.  Will 
iie  kindly  work  out  the  percentage  of  profit  on  these,  and  com- 
pare them  with  tJiat  fii-m's  22^  per  cent.,  also  tlie  loss  at  the 
>arae  rate  of  profit  he  estimates,  viz.,  only  about  6  per  cent. 
King's  Lynn,  December  5,  1917;  Wm.  J.  P.^lmer. 

[Mr.  J.  J.  Jackson,  Hereford,  to  whom  we  subniitt<xl  rJhe  sub- 
stance of  the  foregoing  letter,  writes  to  the  following  effect : — 
vBef ore  the  war  Celandine  was  7s.  6d.  per  dozen  to  agents,  m.r. p. 
Is.  originally,  now  9s.,  m.r.p.  Is.  3(1.  Phenaline  Salts  and  C.  W. 
I  'ream,  both  stoppereid  bottles,  are  off  the  market  until  after 
rhe  war,  as,  owing  to  the  increase  in  cost  of  these  containers, 
from  2s.  5d.  to  5s.  5d.  a  dozen,  they   could    only    be  sold 
vholesaJe  at  a  lo<is.    Mr.  Jackson  adds  that  lie  was  the  first 
lanufacturer  in  the  field  to  protect  the  price  of  proprietaries, 
11  rough  his  ov,-u  system  of  agencies,  in  1£81,  and,  having  found 
his  effective,  he  iias  never  joined  the  P.A.T. A.    He  has  con- 
-istently  maintained  that  nothing  less  than  334  per  cent,  on  a 
Proprietary  can  induce  the  pharmacist  to  sell  freely,  and  with 
/oodwill.    If  a  retail  price  is  fLxed,  334  P^r  cent,  off  that  should 
be  quoted.    If  two  prices,  then  334  per  cent,  off  the  lowest 
quotation.] 


I  do  not  see  how  many  manufacturers  of  dutiable  proprietaries 
ran  give  more  profit  to  dealers  unless  the  system  of  taxation 
H  altered.  As  most  of  us  know,  the  cost  of  medicines  is  gener- 
ally very  low  and  the  selling  costs  high.  So  much  so  is  this 
"the  case  with  some  proprietaries  that  even  if  no  medicines  were 
put  in  the  package  at  all  the  dealers'  profits  could  be  very  little 
higher  than  they  are  to-day.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that 
our  Parliamentary  representative  should  approach  the  Chan- 
ellor  of  the  E.xchequer  with  a  view  to  having  dutiable  pro- 
prietaries taxed  on  the  same  plan  as  non-alcoholic  beverages. 
This  would  then  allow  makers  to  charge  the  pubUo  more  than 
la.  3d.,  39.,  etc.,  and  they  then  would  be  in  a  position  to  give 
dealers  more  profit. 

Ashton-under-Lyne,  Dec.  17,  1917.  .Jxo.  F.  Millee. 


Mr.  H.  E.  Beswick,  Blackburn,  writes  say  that  he  has  had 
i  number  of  communications  from  pharmacists  in  support  of 
ni«  proposal  (P.J-,  December  1,  p.  264)  for  the  institution  of  a 
"National  Society  of  R^'tail  Pharmacists"  with  "Sub-local 
Sections,"  having  as  its  main  objects  the  financial  and  pro- 
fessional advancement  of  pharmacy;  and  a.s  in  his  opinion  the 
measure  of  support  promised  is  such  as  to  justify  immediate 
action,  he  invites  his  conespondents  and  other.9  who  may  be 
•disposed  to  favour  his  .scheme  to  communicate  ftirther  with  him 
•on  the  subject. 

Alterations  in  tiie  Prices  of  Proprietaries: 
A  Suggestion.. 

Owing  to  various  cau.ses,  c»  rtiiin  proprietary  lines  are  from 
time  to  time  advanced  in  price  to  the  public,  and  in  e^mna  oa.scs 
the  advance  is  notified  to  the  public  through  the  Press,  but 
owing  to  the  paper  restrictions  makers  are  in  certain  cases 
supplying  the  goods  to  the  retailer  in  the  old  wrappers  showing 
the  oW  price.  It  is  obvious  tliat  this  places  the  onus  on  the 
retailer  of  explaining  what  may  at  first  sight  appear  to  the 
public  to  be  an  attempt  on  his  part  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  all-round  advance  in  prices  to  extort  a  profit  to  which 
he  is  not  justly  entitled,  and  consequently  he  is  occasionally 
placed  in  a  very  invidious  position.  Owing  to  his  general 
j-ood  reputation  the  retailer  rnay,  and  probably  will,  succeed 
,n  convincing  his  customers,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  that  he 
is  acting  honestly  toward<i  them,  but  it  is  precisely  that  tenth 
case  which  matters,  as  ill  report  is  apt  to  spread  more  quickly 
than  good,  but  in  any  event  the  fact  remains  that  retailers 
should  nob  be  placed  in  such  an  unfair  position.    In  view  of 

he  many  charges  of  profiteerin:,'  that  are  being  brought 
against  retailers  at  the  present  time,  often,  as  in  this 
case,  without  the  slightest  foundation,  it  behoves  them 
t.o  take  f;v<^ry  means  possible  to  combat  any  impression 
-.f    the    sort.'      Particularly     is    this    so    when    ^ye  are 

nformed    that,    owing    to    the    continuous    rise    in  the 


cost  of  everything,  a  grave  feeling  of  unrest  is  developing 
among  the  masses,  who  naturally  resent  any  attempt  to  exploit 
them.  Only  the  other  day  a  working  man  came  into  my  phar- 
macy and  asked  for  one  of  the  proprietaries  in  question,  and, 
despite  an  explanation  on  our  part,  said,  "  You're  out  to  rob 
the  working  man.  You'll  find  out  your  mistake  after  the  war" 
with  which  parting  shot  he  departed  in  high  dudgeon.  If  every 
retailer  will  call  the  attention  of  the  makers  to  the  matter,  and 
also  request  his  Local  Association  to  do  so,  I  'have  no  doubt 
the  grievance  wll  sooji  be  remedied^,  t)he  goodwill  o£  the 
retailers  being  of  commercial  value  to  the  manufacturers. 

Montague  C.  Rook, 
Hon.  Secretary  Berkshire  Choroists'  Association. 
Maidenhead,  December  16,  1917. 


Resettlement  in  Civil  Life  of  Pharmacist  Apprentices 
'  Serving  with  H.M.  Forces. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  attention  of  pliai'inacist-s  sliould 
be  focus-sed  on  the  problem  of  the  ircsettloment  in  civil  life  of 
the  chemists'  apprentices  now  serving  in  the  Navy  and  Aj-my. 
It  is  hoped,  that  the  pvoposaJs  for  compulsory  continuation 
srJiools  will,  conduce  directly  to  the  solution  of  after-the-war 
problems  by  making  a  given,  amount  of  work  provide  employ- 
ment for  a  much  laa'ger  nmnber  of  young  i>eople.  Whether 
this  hope  is  realised  or  not,  all  will  agree  that  every  sdhool  of 
pharmacy  ought  to  be  filled  full  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
This,  however,  depends  on  a  lai-ge  sum  of  ready  money  being 
available,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  pharmacist  soldier,  in  addi- 
tion to  incurring  the  dangers  and  privations  incidental  to  active 
service  in  war  time,  is  losing  both  the  habit  of  study  and  the 
chance  of  saving  up  for  the  necessary  school  and  examination 
fees.  All  tlie  suggested  remedies  on  the  financial  side,  such 
as  a-eduction  of  oxamination  fees  or  grants  from  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  api)ear  utterly  inadequate.  Of  much  more  practical  help 
would  be  the  loan,  free  of  interest,  of  a  sttbstantial  sum  of 
money — say,  £50  repayable  in  five  £10  quarterly  instalments, 
commencing  twelve  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  loan.  This 
should  bo  an  inducement  to  commence  or  resume  studies  which 
otherwise  would  frequently  be  put  off  till  that  more  convenient 
time  which  so  often  never  comes  at  all,  and  if  it  does  oomo 
is  so  much  more  costly  and  difficult  ibecause  book  learning 
requires  far  greater  effort,  and  an  assistant's  businees  preoccu- 
pations increase  with  each  year  that  passes.  If  the  Benevolent 
Fund  authorities  could  place  £5,000  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for 
a  period  of  five  years  to  be  usisd  for  this  purpose,  this  might 
well  j-jrovent  fair  nioro  distress  and  d&stitutioii  tlioa  the  expentdi- 
ture  of  a  like  amount  in  doles  could  relieve.  A  Pharmacy 
Students'  Loan  Fund,  amounting  to  a  sovereign  for  each  appren- 
tice with  the  Colours,  would  probably  sufiice  to  pay  the  interest 
on  all  the  moneys  that  would  be  requii-ed.  A  Fidelity  Guarantee 
Fund  at  least  as  largo  would  be  needed  for  the  inevitable  loss 
on  iion-jKiyment  of  the  instalments.  The  financial  arrangements 
for  National  Insurance  ai-e  a  olever  combination  oif  a  National 
Fund  and  Approved  Societies'  resources;  a  eimilar  combination 
between  the  Benevolent  Fund  and  Local  Associations  should  be 
possible  for  Insurance  on  a  National  .scale  again.st  the  increase 
(from  military  exigencies)  of  the  unqualified  practitioners  of 
pharmacy.  If  only  100  persons  could  be  helped  forward  to  quali- 
fication, this  would  amply  justify  a  largo  expenditure,  both  of 
money  and  organising  power.  Whatever  is  done  in  this  con- 
nection should  be  on  a  National  scale  under  the  direction  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  What  anight  well  Ije  started  at  once 
is  a  register  of  both  the  civilian  and  military  addresses  of  all 
apprentices  in  the  fighting  Services,  preferably  with  the  aid  of 
the  Local  Associations. 

Derby,  December  11,  1917.  Wii.li.\m  Elmitt. 

Access  to  Priced  Insurance  Prescription  Forms. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  my  confirrca  in  business  noticed  the 
brief  report  in  the  .Journal  (December  8,  p.  273)  of  the  failure  of 
Mr.  Hines's  attempt  to  secure  that  our  right  of  nc^c^hti  to  priced 
Insurance  scripts  is  not  impaired.  Wo  are,  of  course,  very  busy 
men,  and,  maybe,  all  too  many  regard  Insurance  Service  now 
a^s  a  necessary  evil  not  worthy  of  too  muoli  time  or  attention  ; 
still,  there  is  a  future  to  consider,  and  it  l>ehoves  all  thoughtful 
pharmacists  to  face  the  question  of  what  is  involved.  My  own 
recent  experience  illustrates  this.  Being  di.ssatisfie<l  with  the. 
amount  credited  by  a  certain  monthly  statement,  I  iixstituted 
inquiries,  and  had  a  prolonged  correspondence,  being  referred 
from  one  authority  to  another,  and  finally  visiting  the  Prioing 
Establishment,  wlir,i-c  I  learnt  that  no  chemist  had  previously 
gone  to  this  trouble.  Well,  the  upshot  was  that  I  saw  my  scripts, 
pointed  out  errors  which  our  paid  checkers  had  missed,  and  have 
received  payment  for  the  omissions  of  that  month,  and  am  now 
pressing  for  further  invi-stigation  of  other  montlhs — one  batch  of 
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\Oii<,h  1  iTiave  Rpon,  finding  |thc  same  tcndonoy  ibo  error 
;i.i'v< — <ii]<l  invariably  to  my  detriment.  Now  it  seems  to  ino 
tliiit  other  chemists  shoiild  take  up  this  matter  for  themselves, 
■M\ii  n  strong  protest  should  be  made  a.i;ainst  the  view  that  we 
iiave  no  right  as  indi\  idiiid  <  lnMnists  to  inspect  and  examine  our 
priced  prescriptions. 

Deoembor  11,  1917.  •■  M.  V.  S.  '  (226/5). 


"The  Secret  of  Success  in  Business." 

Very  good  indeed — best  collation  of  opposite  opinion  I  liave 
yet  read.  There  is  one  point  I  ha-ve  often  thought  I  woukl 
like  to  write  you  aibout,  and  that  is  the  saying  that  one  should 
always  begin  by  giving  the  top  price  of  an  article,  and  come 
down  to  the  lower  and  smaller  sizes,  if  necessary.  This  is  often 
said,  and  I  thinn  it  totally  wrong  and  unbusinesslike.  Many  a 
customer  would  buy  a  smaller  size,  but  does  not  like  to  say 
the  larger  sizes  are  more  than  ho  cares  to  give,  or  can  afiford, 
and  so  no  sale  results.  1  always  begin  with  the  lowest  price, 
and  point  out  l.he  a-dvantage  of  larger  sizes,  «/  tcantcd.  The 
customer  ia  put  at,  his  ease  at  once,  and  buys  wJiat  he  want?, 
a'lid  not  what  one  wants  to  sell  him.    Good  business. 

December  17,1917.  -  Ph.\emaoist  "  (226/23). 


Artillery  Fire  and  Rainfal'. 

With  reference  to  a  reply  regarding  tiie  connection  between 
artillery  fire  and  rainstorms  in  the  "  Answers  to  Correspon- 
dents"  {P.J..  September  15,  1917)  I  subjoin  a  case  in  pwint. 
The  unit  with  wbich  I  am  serving  wa.s  stationed  at  Dellii  at  the 
time  of  the  Durbar,  and  tlie  soldiers  here  \\"1jo  were  in  the 
company  at  tihat  time,  tell  me  that  for  weeks  before  the  Durbar 
they  were  given  a  signal  when  a  cloud  was  seen,  and  a  round 
r<f  "blank"  from  a  small  gun  was  fired  tow-ards  the  cloud. 
These  men  assure  me  tbat  this  caused  rain  to  fall,  so  that  when 
the  great  day  arrived  the  weather  was  perfectly  fine.  They  arc 
quite  convinced  that  this  firing  kept  off  the  rain,  but  whether  it 
'lid  so  or  not  remadns  for  someone  more  learned  in  these  matters 


to  say. 

Rawat  Pindi,  India,  October  20,  1917. 


L.  PiPEB,  Gnr. 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Indentured  Apprentice  (.J.  H.  B. — 226  41). — If  the  apprentice 
vcoivci!  pocket-money,  he  must  be  insured.  The  omp'loyer 
<  lurfcrihmt^s  3d.  per  week  of  the  ))remiium. 

Violet  Coloar  for  Tooth  Powder  (E.  L.— 226/30).— Solution 
of  coglhinoai  (Liquor  Coc<^i,  B.P.C)  might  an-swer  your  pur- 
posi',  csipecaally  if  a  little  litmus  were  added. 

Slate  Dnst  in  Block  Form  (E.  L.— 226/30). --:Mix  tho  slate 
dust  with  a  little  slaked  lime  or  calcium  phosphate  and 
tiiako  into  a  paste  with  a  thin  .solution  of  silicate  of  soda. 

Saloop  fp.  C.— 226/19).— Saloop  appears  to  be  the  name  given 
to  a  sassafras  "  flavoured  wit3r  milk  and  sugar."  The  tea 
i-,  made  with  the  sas.safras  chips.  It  is  said  io  bo  a.  wliolcsome 
and  useful  drlnr;  in  cutansoua  and  rhe'ima''o  aE;ection3. 

Calcium    Hypophosphite   and   Sodium   Uenzoate   (J.  M.- 
226/26). — Tho  solidification  you  refer  to  is  duo  to  the  relative 
in^iolubility  of  calcium  bonzoaite  wiluiidh  ia  fonTned.    In  weaker 
solutions  than  those  you  used   the  precipitation   would  not 
hive  occurred. 

Cocaine  Regulations  (F.  D.  S.— 226/16.— In  our  opinion  the 
( 'ocaino  ajid  Opium  Regulations  apply  in  the  case  of  hospital 
dispensariea  as  they  do  elsewhere.  The  pharmacist  sihould 
obtain  authority  to  hold  and  use  cocaine,  and  he  shoukl  keep 
the  prescribed  Roister. 

Pil.  Opii  (F.  W.  B.— 226/39).— Modicinal  preparations  of 
opium  arc  not  within  tho  Opium  Regulatiorts,  but  it  is  illegal 
60  supply  any  opium  proparaitioii  capaiblo  of  being  used  for 
smoking.  H,  therefore,  tlie  r>ills  are  merely  manipulatect 
orudo  opium,  they  ooiiio  witlhin  the  Order ;  otiherwise,  they 
an^  out.side. 

Books  on  Bacteriology  (O.  C.  II.— 226/32).— An  excellent  book 
for  a  begmner  is  '  Aids  to  Bacteriology,'  by  C.  G.  Moor  and 
\V.  Partridge  (Bailliere.  Tindall.  and  Cox,  Ss.  net).  Also 
'  Manual  of  Bacteriology.'  by  R.  Muir  and  J.  Ritoliie,  10s.  6d. 
::''t.  These  should  meet  all  your  present  requin'ments.  We  arc 
■4  lad  to  hoar  that  you  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  and  that  you 
f'nd  it  »o  useful. 

Liqnid  Blister  (D.  G.  II.— 226/31).— Ihc  ooiuposition  of  the 
ijrlist^'r  yon  refer  to  is  unknown  to  us.  One  of  the  following 
may  answer  wur  purpose:— (1)  Powdered  oantliaridos,  10  oz.  : 
f  uphrrrbium,  4  oz.  :  acoti<-  acid,  1  gallon ;  .sulphur,  8  07. 
(21  Oainphor.  1  oz. :   Ca-tile  swip.  3  oz.  :  oantharides,  4  oz.  : 


euphorbiuni,  4  oz. ;  all  of  origjamim,  1  oz.  ;  methylated  spirit, 
3  pints.  IMi.v  the  ingredients  luwl  macerate,  with  frequent 
shaking,  for  fourteen  daw,  then  filter. 

Potash  in  Rocks  (E.  L.— 226/30).— According  to  Thorpe's 
'  Diotionai-y  of  Oliemistry,'  "  the  mineral  orust  of  the  earth 
<-ontains  about  2'4  per  cent,  of  K.,0  in  the  .state  of  silicates, 
as  a  constituent  of  several  of  the  most  imi>ortanit  minerals  as 
felspar  and  mica,  hein<-.e  both  oldlcr  a^nd  youjuger  rocks 
(granite,  mica,  slate,  basalt,  etc.)  arc  sources  of  potash." 
Another  authority  states  that;  "  potassium  is  contained  in 
granite,  of  vriiioh  it  forms  about  5  or  6  per  cent."  Hoat 
will  not  soparate  tho  substances  you  name. 

Colouring  for  Quitlaia  Mixture  (D.  C— 226/22).— Cudbear 
would  protjably  answer  your  purpose  .better  Uian  anythuig  else, 
and  11,  would  bo  best  to  use  it  in  the  torm  ot  a  solution  or  a 
tincture.  Ttie  lormer  is  prepared  by  boiling  3"75  of  cudbear 
(in  hue  powder)  witti  100  ot  distilled  water  for  teji  minutes, 
straining  and  making  up  to  100,  it  necessary,  with  distilled  water. 
The  latter  is  best  prepared  according  to  ttie  Codex  formula 
(Tinctura  Persionis).  It  is  not  likely  that  any  trouble  woulck 
arase  from  tlie  use  of  cudbear  in  Dtie  mixture  in  question.  If 
you  can  get  suitable  aniline  dyes,  an  aniline  orange  would  be 
worth  trying. 

Straining  irisn  Moss  Mucilage  (C.  a.  S.— 226/20).— Some  tun© 
ago  we  advised  tho  use  of  the  felt  bag  for  the  straining  of  Irish 
moss  decoction  U  oz.  in  water  10  ozs.),  first  soalung  the,  bag 
thorougtily  witn  water.  A  reader  wrote  to  us  afterwards  stating 
ttiat  ne  used  as  tne  best  material,  tor  tno  purpose  of  strammg 
largo  quantities  of  the  decoction,  a  piece  of  stocking-net 
bandage.  He  tirst  passed  the  decoction  tnrough  a  zmc  strainer 
(conical,  as  Maw's  Fig.  18ai),  and  then  through  the  bandage 
material.  Of  course,  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the  strength  of 
your  decoction.  If  it  is  very  thick  and  glairy,  then  wo  do  not 
think  you  can  improve  much  upon  the  hand  and  muslin  sieve 
inethocl. 

Paraffin  for  Burns  (J.  L.  H.— 226/15).— Particulars  as  to  the 
use  of  tho  paraffin-film  treatment  of  burns  have  appeared  from 
time  to  time  recently  in  the  Journal.  There  are  a  number  of 
formulae  in  use,  among  them  the  following  :—(l)  Hard  paraffin, 
10  parts;  spermaceti,  1  part.  (2)  Hard  paraffin,  10  parts; 
theobronia  oil,  1  part.  The  No.  7  parafl5n,  authorised  by  the 
committee  vou  refer  to,  is  made  thus: — Hard  paraffin,  67,  is 
melted,  soft  paraffin,  25,  and  olive  oil,  5,  are  added.  Resoroinol, 
1,  dissolved  in  a  little  alcohol,  is  then  added,  ifoliowed,  when  the 
niixture  has  cooled,  to  about  55°  C,  by  eucalyptus  oil,  2.  Further 
particulars  and  fonnulse  will  be  found  in  the  P. J.  of  April  21, 
1917,  page  343. 

Hair-Darkening  Preparation  (H.  M.  226/33).— You  are  not 
likely  to  get  a  etaolc  mixture  with  the  foi-mula  you  submit  to  us. 
Decomposition  will  take  place  gradually.  The  dark  precipitate 
is  lead  sulphide.  The  addition  of  acetic  acid  will  only  make 
matters  worse.  If  you  work  on  the  following  lines  you  will  have 
no  trouble  :— Lead  acetate  or  nitrate,  Ij  oz. ;  sodium  hyposulphite, 
5  oz. ;  glycerin,  1  pint;  alcohol,  10  fl.  oz.  ;  oil  of  lemon,  2  fl. 
drs. ;  oil  of  cloves,  30  minims ;  essential  oil  of  almonds,  30  minims  ; 
rose  water,  2  phits;  water  to  one  gallon.  Dissolve  the  lead  salt 
and  the  hyposulphite  each  separately  in  2  pints  of  hot  water, 
and  mix  the  .solutions;  dissolve  the  oils  in  the  alcohol,  add 
2  pints  of  water,  and  rub  with  i  oz.  of  magnesium  carbonate  in 
a  mortar,  filter,  and  add  the  filtrate  to  the  other  mixture,  then 
add  the  glycerin  and  enough  water  to  make  a  gallon.  The 
product  should  be  kept  from  the  light.  There  is  no  practical 
difficulty  with  this  formula  as  it  stands,  but  you  will  have  to 
deai  with  the  glycerin  question,  and  we  suggest  that  you  make 
one  or  two  experiments  with  glycerin  substitutes. 


COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION  BUREAU 

Corn  Spots,  P.J.F.  10.450  (161/10).— ISIakers  and  quotations? 
*'  Toropax "  Eflervescing   Mouth    Wash   Tablets  (161/9).— 

Makers,  or  where  obtainable? 


THE  PHARMACISTS  DIARY. 

SUNDAY,  December  23. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmacistal.— 

10  a.m..  Company  will  parade  at  headquarters  for  drill 
etc.    N.C.O.'s  examiriation  (written). 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  December  25  and  26.— No 
parade. 

Thursday,  December  27.-3  p.m.,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4 
Platoons  parade  headquarters. 
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The  Use  oi  Maize  Starch  for  Addendum  (W.E.F.) 
Preparations. 

A»  sornc  doubt  seems  still  to  obtain  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  use  of  maize  starch  for  the  above  purpose,  we  have  to 
inform  our  readers  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  holds  a 
general  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  under  the  Wheat, 
Kye,  and  Rice  (Restriction)  Order,  and  the  Maize,  Barley,  and 
Oats  (Restriction)  Order,  to  "  permit  pharmacists  to  obtain 
and  use  maize  in  dispensing  prescriptions  stated  in  the  War 
Emergency  Foimulary  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex.'' 

*  Ttae  Chemist's  Annual  and  Diary.' 

In  response  to  numerous  mquiries  from  readers  as  to  '  The 
Chemist's  Annual  and  Diary,'  we  reprint  the  intimation  on  the 
subject  which  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  November  3:  — 
■■  Mem'oers  are  reminded  that,  owing  to  increased  cost  of  pro- 
duction, the  restrictions  on  the  supply  of  paper  and  binding 
material,  together  with  the  difficulties  associated  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  so  large  an  issue  as  that  required,  the  Annual  for 
1913  will  n'jt  be  published.  The  Council,  in  taking  this  action, 
desires  !t  to  be  clearly  undorstood  that  the  suspension  of  pub- 
lication is  simply  a  temporary  measure,  dictated  by  ordinary_ 
prudence  in  the  interests  of  economic  conservation  of  the 
resources  of  the  Society,  and  that  it  is  not  intended  to  indicate 
a  permanent  discontinuance  of  this  annual  gift  to  pharmacifts. ' 

One-Man  Businesses. 

The  fjocal  Government  Board  has  issued  a  circular  to 
Tribunals  on  the  question  of  one-man  businesses.  Among  the 
proposals  there  set  forth  is  one  that  measures  shall  be  taken 
for  preserving  the  btiaine.-'fies  of  men  who  are  released  for  the 
Army,  and  that,  in  so  far  as  is  reasonably  po.ssible,  men  who 
are  physically  well  qualified  shall  be  released  for  military  ser- 
vice. A  small,  but  representative,  group  of  men  in  each  trade 
concerned,  of  whom  at  least  one  should  specially  represent  the 
intereets  of  one-man  buginesses,  should  be  created,  and  the 
•urvey  of  the  loc-al  crditions  should  be  made  in  consultation 
■with  them,  and  their  views  as  to  exemptions  and  as  to  the  local 
arrangements  for  preserving  businesses  .^vhould  be  ascertained. 
One  of  the  principal  endeavours  of  trie  Tribunal  and  of  this 
trade  group  iiViould  be  the  adoption  and  effective  operation  of 
measures  for  adequately  maintaining  the  businesses  of  those 
men  who  have  joined  or  who  n.ay  have  to  join  the  Colours. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

1917. 

Divisions  of  lime  for  historical  purposes,  while  scientifically 
untenable,  have  such  an  obvious  convenience  for  the 
chronicling  of,  and  commentimg  and  moralising  upon  event.'* 
tihat,  arbitrary  as  Uie  method  niay  be,  it  is  everywhere  adopted 
and  applied.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  civilised  world  the 
year  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  one  of  continued  and 
ever  more  destructive  armed  conflict,  accompanied  by  immense 
and  untold  loss  and  suffering,  both  material  and  moral.  To 
the  Entente  League  of  Nations  for  the  final  overthrow  of  the 
criminal  Central  Powers  and  all  their  aTDominations,  the  year 
has  brought  a  mingled  result  of  gain  and  loss.  But  we  art- 
thankful  to  think  that,  heavy  as  some  of  the  reverses  have 
been,  of  which  the  defection  of  Russia  in  revolution  is  perhaps 
the  most  calamitous,  some  of  the  compensations,  such  as  the 
entrance  of  America,  oaw  latest  Ally,  into  the  war,  and  the 
brilliant  success  of  the  British  arms  in  Mesopotamia  and 
Palestine,  balance  the  checks  that  have  been  encountei-ed . 
And  while  we  may  not  be  justified  in  expecting  an  early  end 
of  the  war,  all  the  auguries  for  1918  are  such  as  to  inspire 
the  high  hope  that,  thanks  to  the  help  of  the  United  States 
and  the  consolidation  of  the  military  and  economic  policy  and 
administration  of  the  Entente  Powers,  the  coming  year  will 
carry  us  a  long  way  towards  the  consummation  of  decisive 
victory  and  a  glorious  peace.  The  world  of  pharmacy,  as  a 
member  of  the  greater  body  politic  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  as  influenced  by  international  conditions,  has,  in  common 
with  all  its  fellow-members,  suffered  sympathetically  and,  on 
some  sides  acutely,  under  the  deprivations  and  disabilities 
imposed  by  the  war.  Indeed,  the  wonder  is  that  the  com- 
nxrcial  and  business  operations  of  phrrrcacy  have  been  main- 
tained with  so  much  coi:iparative  regularity  and  efficiency, 
and  that  the  essential  parts  of  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  are  still  carried  on  with  so  little  breach  of  continuity 
or  curtailment  of  scope.  As  respects  membership,  the  gross 
increase  during  1917  is  actually  in  advance  of  1916,  the 
numbers  haing  775  and  439  respectively.  The  addition  to 
the  Society's  revenue  from  this  source,  however,  falls  far  short 
of  the  seriois  deficit  due  to  the  great  war-time  decrease  of 
income  from  the  examinitions,  and,  despite  retrenchment  in 
every  possible  direction,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to 
keep  current  expenditure  within  the  limits  of  current  mcome. 
In  this  ^■onnecticn  it  should  be  noted  that  the  an^iual  members 
subscriptio  i  has  now  not  much  more  than  a  third  of  its  normal 
purchasing  power,  and  consequently,  for  most  purposes  is 
only  value  for  two-thirds  of  the  pre-war  standard.  ihe 
Ccuncil  has  at  present  under  serious  consideration  the  whole 
problem  of  theSocietv's  finances,  with  a  view  to  such  an  adjust 
ment  as  shall  enable  the  Society  to  bear  the  increased  strain 
on  its  resources.  The  past  year  has  witnessed  a  marked 
increase  and  development  of  all  the  Society's  activities  with- 
reference  to  many  subjects  vitally  affecting  the  interests  and 
practice  of  pharmacy,  notably  military  service,  especially  in 
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its  relation  to  the  recognition,  in  his  professional 
capacity,  of  the  pharmacist  in  the  Army;  the  adaptive  and 
amelioraitive  modification  of  frcsJi  legislation,  of  which 
the  Venereal  Disease  Act  is  the  leading  example, 
to  minimise  undue  interference  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  chemist  and  druggist;  negotiations  with 
Government  Departments  to  obviate  or  correct  the  arbitrary 
and  vexatious  incidence  of  War  Emergency  Orders  and  Regu- 
lations cn  pharmaceutical  practice;  special  negotiations  with 
the  Insurance  Commissioners  as  to  terms  of  Insurance  Phar- 
macy Servi-;e  for  191G,  which  resulted  in  the  provisionally 
acceptoble  addition  of  0-45d.  to  the  remaneration, 
and  the  extension  of  the  deposit  .system  to  all 
poison  (bottlcj.  As  members  of  the  Society  are  aware,  in 
addition  to  the  actual  labours  of  negotiation  in 
this  connection,  much  time  and  energy  were 
spent  in  the  arrangement  and  conducting  of  the 
series  of  successful  district  meetings  and  the  two  Central  Con- 
ferences, by  means  of  which  panel  chemists  in  England  and 
Wales  were  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  fully  considered  verdict 
both  on  the  merits  of  the  proposals  and  the  expediency,  for 
patriotic  leasons,  of  renewing  service  for  1913,  on  the  Com- 
missioners' terms.  The  Council  has  likewise  conducted, 
through  a  Special  ComiTatter,-,  an  inquiry  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  organisation,  taking  evidence  from  different  quarters 
for  or  against  the  existing  system,  or  in  exposition  of  proposals 
for  its  modification.  It  is  further  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
record  that  while  the  prolongation  of  the  war  has  necessarily 
susj. ended  much  of  the  Society's  scientific  work,  it  has  not 
entirely  eclipsed  discussion  of,  or  practical  attention  to,  the 
question  of  pharmaceutical  education  in  respect  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  compulsory  curriculum,  and  a  readjustment,  by 
way  of  division  or  otherwise,  of  the  qualifying  examination, 
and  such  alteration  oi-  amplification  of  the  Major  examina- 
tion as  may  serve  to  make  the  qualification  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists  of  m.ore  technical  value  for  present-day  purposes. 
The  'Society  has,  moreover,  "been  privileged  to  render  sub- 
stantial advice  and  assistance  to  various  Government  Depart- 
ments, in  the  form  of  work  done  in  the  Research  Laboratory 
by  the  School  of  Pharmacy  professors,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Burroughs  and  Redwood  Scholars,  and,  in  addition  to  this 
laboratory  woik,  help  has  been  freely  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  technical  subjects,  services  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  expressed  themselves  much  beholden  to  the  Society. 
During  the  year,  in  accordance  v.^ith  the  public-spirited  policy 
which  they  have  consistently  followed  in  this  respect,  the 
Coueciil  has  been  instrumentaJ  in  seouring  the  approval  oi 
the  Privy  Council  to  the  addition  of  "diachylon,"  and  veronal 
and  the  compounds  of  its  chemical  gror.jj  to  Part  I.  of  the 
Schedule  of  Poison.^ ;  and,  despite  the  difficulties  created  by 
thy  war,  the  Society  has  contrived  faithfully  and  judiciously 
to  discharge  its  statutory  duties  in  administering  the  Phar- 
macy Acts,  in  (he  enforcement  of  the  lawful  carrying  on  of 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  and  the  sale  of 
scheduled  poisons.  As  regards  phannaceutical  work  in 
general,  although  the  war  may  seem  to  have  closed  it  down, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  much  of  the  special  research 
that  is  being  done  for  war  purposes  will  bear  fruit  later,  when 
the  results  are  published  or  become  available  in  the  recon- 
struction period  on  the  return  of  peace.  In  the  meantime, 
pharmaceutical  science  is  deeply  indebted  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  which  keeps  alive  the  torch  of 
science,  not  only  by  holding  its  annual  meetings  in  spirit  as 
well  as  form,  but  also  by  adequately  maintaining 
the  publication  of  the  '  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy,' 
which,  even  under  the  exceptional  limitations  of  these  hard 
times,  continues  to  be  a  unique   record  of  and  authority 


upon  all  the  latest  advances  in  pharmaceutical  soienco 
and  art.  Trade  in  1917  has  been  carried  on  with  growing 
difficulty,  -uid,  what  with  scarcity  and  dearness  of  materi;il 
the  pharmacist  has  been  hampered  and  harassed  at  abnosi 
every  turn.  The  action  of  the  General  Medical  Council  ii: 
withdrawing  glycerin-containing  and  most  of  the  sugar-con 
taining  prepaiations  from  the  B.P.  1914,  and  the  pubJicatioi 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Addendum  to  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  1917,  coupled  with  the  joint 
agreement  between  the  Society  and  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation for  the  adioption  of  the  Addendum,  for 
Insurance  preiscrihing  and  dispensinig  pua-poees,  by 
panel  practitioners  and  chemists,  have  served  mate- 
iiially  to  reiiieve  ths  situation  in  this  connection. 
But  the  restrictions  on  the  supply  of  spirit,  starches,  and 
many  other  staple  commodities  handled  by  the  pharmacist 
interfere  seriously  with  business,  while  the  increased  cost  of 
labour  and  other  working  expenses  stili  further  handicap  the 
pharmacist,  whether  "he  be  in  wholesale  or  retail  business.  If 
there  is  to  be  any  improvement  in  these  respects  in  1918,  it 
will  have  to  come  through  an  increase  in  supplies  as  a  result 
of  the  effective  counteraction  of  the'  German- submarine 
destruction  of  our  shipping,  and  a  large  development  of  our 
agricultural  and  other  internal  resource.*;.  In  the  immediate 
future,  even  in  face  of  more  rigorous  restrictions  and  greater 
scarcity,  the  pharmacist  must  strive  to  hold  on  and  persevere 
until  the  war  is  over;  but  even  then  the  legacy  of  debt 
will  be  so  enormous  that  for  generations  there  are  almost, 
certain  to  bo  lean  years.  The  death-roll  for  1917  of  repre- 
S6i:tative  pharmacists  or  notable  men  connected  with  phar- 
macy IP  numerically  lightcx-  than  that  for  1916,  but  by  intel- 
lectual and  moral  measure  is  a  grievously  heavy  one,  including 
as  it  does,  among  other;!,  Charles  Shaip,  fomierly  librarian 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  a  r.ian  of  exceptional  culture  ; 
F.  Sutton,  so  widely  known  as  the  author  of  a  standard  text- 
book on  Volumetric  Analysis;  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul,  for  thirty-two. 
years  editor  of  The  PJiarmar.eul ical  Journal,  a  man  of  striking 
originality  of  character,  of  the  militant  but  chivalrous  type, 
who  attained  scientific  distinction  as  an  authority  on  the 
chemistry  of  cinchona ;  Peter  MacEwan,  for  eighteen 
years  editor  of  the  Cfiemist  and  Druggist,  a  typical  Scots- 
man, embodying  and  expressing  the  highest  and  finest  quali- 
ties of  bis  race,  of  keen  and  logical  intellect,  warm,  friendly 
nature,  and  encyclopedic  knowledge  of  every  phase  of  phar- 
macy, whose  work  as  a  journalist  has  left  a  permanent  impress 
on  the  pharmaceutical  prefs,  which  will  serve  as  his  enduring 
memorial ;  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp,  of  Leeds,  originally  in  phar- 
macy, and  later  for  many  years  in  medical  practice,  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  Journal  on  the  phamacy  and 
pharmacology  of  drugs,  a  specialist  on  the  pharmacology 
of  digitalis,  and  a  widely-read  student  of  the  history  of 
materia  medica;  and  Prof.  C.  Caspar!,  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, U.S.A.,  a  leading  American  pharmacist,  widely  knovm 
throughout  the  English-speaking  world  of  pharmacy  as  the 
author  of  a  standard  work  on  pharmacy,  now  in  its  fifth 
edition. 

Of  those  immortal  dead  who  have  joined  the  "  choir  in- 
visible," and  wiho,  being  dead,  yet  speak  "  in  lives  made 
better  by  their  presence,"  it  is  at  once  our  melancholy  duty 
and  proud  privilege  to  commemorate  tJie  names  rnd  gallant 
and  chivalrous  deeds  of  many  pharmacists  and  the  male  and  ■■ 
female  kinsfolk  of  many  more.  During  the  past  year  we 
have  mournfully  had  to  record  in  the.se  columns  the  death 
in.  action  or  in  war  service  of  many  pharmacists  or 
relatives  of  pharmacists.  To  the  memory  of  those  who  hav 
fallen  thus  gloriously,  we  tender  loving  and  revere 
homage. 
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DEFENCE  OF  THE  REALM  ACT. 


WAR  EMERGENCY  NOTES  FOR  PHARMACISTS  ON  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

(Contmued  from  P.  J.,  December  22,  p.  296.) 


Chloral  Hydrate. — la  onu  of  die  drugs  specified  in  the  Army 
Order  of  May,  1916,  which  may  not  bo  supplied  to,  or  for,  any 
member  of  H.M.  Forces  save  on  a  written  prescription.  The 
full  conditions  are  given  at  page  296  under  '"  Barbitone." 

Cocaine,  Use  of,  in  Eye-Drops  in  Factories  and  Workshops 
'to  which  the  Factory  and  Workshap  .4ct,  1901,  Applies.— By  a 
genei-al  Home  Office  permit,  under  Kogulation  40B,  occupiers  of 
factories  and  workshops  are  authorised  to  purchase  a  special 
preparation  according  to  the  subjoined  formula,  for  use  in  giving 
first-aid  treatment  in  cases  of  injury  to  the  eye  occurrmg  to 
workers.  It  is  lawful  under  this  permit  for  chemists  to  dispense 
and  supply  the  eye-drops  to  any  person  known  to  be  the  bond 
fide  occupier  of  a  factory  or  workshop  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
without  the  production  of  any  special  authoiity  under  the 
Regulation.  Sales  of  the  eye-<lrops  made  by  chemists  in  virtue 
of  the  permit  must  be^  entered  in  the  record  of  dealings  required 
to  be  kept  by  the  Rr>:rulation ; — 

FoRilTJLA. 

Cocaine   '.   0  5  per  cent, 

Hydrarg.  Perchlor.  in  Castor  Oil    1  in  3,000 

Weigh  95  Gms.  of  castor  oil  into  a  flask  capable  of  holding 
twice  the  quantity.  Add  0'5  Cm.  powdered  cocaine.  Waim  on 
a -water  bath  till  dissolved.  While  the  solution  is  still  warm  (but 
not  hot)  add  one  cubic  centimetre  of  a  eolutioii  containing 
•3"3  Gms.  of  mercuric  chloride  in  100  cubic  centimetres  of  abso- 
lute alcohol.  Mix  the  solutions  by  rotating  the  flask.  About 
half  an  ounce  of  this  solution  should  be  supplied  in  a  bottle 
from  the  cork  of  which  a  camel-hair  brush  is  pendent  in  the  fluid. 
Circulars. — See  under  "Catalogues." 

Coal  Tar  Products. — The  Ministry  of  Munitions  now  controls 
-the  output  of  tar,  carbolic  crystals,  benzol,  toluol,  ammoniacal 
liquor,  and  sulphate  of  ammonia.  Persons  engaged  in  the  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of  such  products  are  required  to  furnish 
periodic  particulars  to  the  Ministry  on  special  forms.  Ret  lil 
transactions  such  a-^  come  within  the  scope  of  the  ordinary 
chemist  and  druggist  are  not  prohibited  or  specifically  regulated. 

Cobalt,  metal  and  any  alloy  thereof,  is,  under  Reg.  50C,  war 
material,  and  its  unautliori.-icd  possession  is  unlawful. 

Coca  (A.C,  5/16)  may  not  be  supplied  to  soldiers  oi'  sailors 
except  under  conditions  prescribed  for  "Barbitone,"  q.v.  Con- 
eult  also  '■  Cocaine." 

Codeine  (A.C,  5/16)  may  not  be  supplied  to  soldiers  or 
sailors  except  under  conditions  prescribed  for  "  Barbitone,  q.v. 
It  is  a  poison  within  Part  I.  of  the  Schedule  to  the  Poisons  and 
Pharniiacy  Act. 

Copper,  metal  and  any  alloy  thereof,  is,  under  Reg.  30B, 
war  material,  and  its  unauthorised  possession  is  illegal.  By  an 
Order  (M.M.,  8/12yi6),  all  transactions  in  copper,  of  any  class, 
wrought  or  unwrought,  were  restricted  to  licensees.  Copper 
salts  are  not  affected  by  the  restrictions. 

DesTgng.— Reg.  8C,  13B,  and  19A  confer  power  oil  the  Con- 
troller of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  to  delay  or  post- 
pone Mceptanee  of  any  application  which  may  i5c  deemed  pre- 
judiciil  to  the  8Uoce?sfiil  pros<;cution  of  the  war.  The  Admiralty, 
Army  Council,  or  Mini.stry  of  Munitions  are  also  empoweired  to 
take  or  use  any  design  without  the  consent  of  the  registered 
proprietor. 

Employers,  Duties  of. — Every  employer  of  one  or  more  male 
persons  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  or  over,  is  required  by  Reg. 
41A  to  furnish  to  the  local  recruiting  officer  of  his  area  written 
statement-!  in  prescribed  form  :  — 

(1)  A  statement  of  all  male  persons  (if  any)  of  sixteen  years 
or  over  for  the  time  being  employed  by  him,  who  have 
been  so  employed  for  one  week  or  more. 
i2)  A  statement  of  the  nirmber  of  female  jirrsons  {if  any)  of  - 
sixteen  years  or  over  for  the  t'-me  being  emitloyed  by 
Jdm  icho  hare  been  so  emj>loyed  for  one  week  or  m.ore. 
(3)  A  statoment.of  all  male  persons  (if  any)  of  sixteen  years 
or  orer^^  who  have  been  employed  by  him  during  the 
preceding  month  for  leas  than  o/io  week  (whether  still 
in  hig  employment  or  not). 
Tht  requisite  forms  may  be  obtained  from  any  post-office 
<D.R.17). 

Specific  Obliyr/tions— Every  person  required,  by  the  fact  of 
employing  persons  of  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  to  make  the 


foregoing  statements,  must  sec  that  the  following  conditions 
are  strictly  and  promptly  fulfilled:  — 

(a)  Statement  No.  1  and  No.  2  must  be  kept  posted  up  in  a 
conspicuous  place  on  the  premi-ses  of  the  employer. 
Separate  premises  necessitate  separate  lists. 
(6)  True  copies  of  every  Statement  must  be  at  once  de- 
livered to  the  recruiting  officer  for  the  locality  in  which 
the  premises  concerned  are  situated.  Thereafter,  during 
the  first  week  of  every  calendar  month  succeeding,  a 
written  report  must  be  delivered  to  the  same  officer 
specifying  in  detail  any  alterations,  and  for  additions 
to  the  said  Statements  down  to  the  last  day  of  the 
preceding  month, 
(c)  Revision  of  the  exhibited  Statements  must  be  made 

from  time  to  time  to  ensure  their  constant  accuracy. 
{d)  When  required  by 'the  Director-General    of  National 
Service,  either  by  general  or  special  notice,  the  em- 
ployer  must    supply   to   the   Director-General  a  true 
copy  of  any  Statement  made  revised  to  date. 
The  only  e.xemptions  from  the  Regulation  under  explanation 
have  reference  to  controlled  establishments  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Munitions  of  War  Act,  1915,  to  colliery  employees,  to 
certain  transport  workers,  and  to  persons  specially  exempted 
by  Army  Council  Order. 

Penalties. — Failure  to  make  any  required  Statement,  or 
making  false  entries  in  any  Statement,  report,  list,  or  copy,  is 
punishable  on  summary  conviction  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both.  Employees  must  furnish  to  their  employers,  on  being  so 
required,  such  correct  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  en- 
sure the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Regulation 
— if  they  refuse  inforination  or  furnish  false  particulars  they 
commit  an  offence  which  carries  liability  to  the  penalties  before 
indicated. 

Inspection. — The  Statements  required  to  be  exhibited  on  the 
premises  where  assistants  are  employed  may  be  inspected  at  all 
reasonable  hours  by  the  competent  naval  or  military  authority 
(officer  commanding  area),  or  some  person  duly  authorised  by 
him,  by  the  police,  or  by  a  person  specifically  appointed  by  any 
Government  Department. 

Explosives.— The  following  are  military  explosives  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Army  Council  Order,  24/9/15,  and  possession  of 
or  dealings  therein  are  unlawful  witJhout  licence: — 
Acetate  (!?rey)  of  Lime     Cordite  Nitro  Cellulo>>e  powder 

Acetone  Pnlmiiiate  of  Mercury     Nitr.>  Glycerin 

Ammonal      '  Giuu  otton  Perchlorate  of 

Ballistite  Gunpowder       (except  Ammonia 

Uellite  sporting  and  com-    Perchlorate  of  Potash 

blastine  nifrcial)  PiciicAcid 

Melinite  Snlju  ite 

Megadine  Trinitro-toluol  (T.N.T.) 

Troivl 
Telryl 
Tonite 

TriBitroxjIol  (T.N.X.) 

powers  of  selarch  and  confiscation  are  conferred  upon  the 
comp.-tent  Naval  or  Military  Authority  under  Reg.  30. 

Fats,  together  with  oils,  seeds,  nuts,  and  kernels,  arc  con- 
trolkd  by  O.ders  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Munitions.  These 
Orders  do  not  affect  transactions  in  less  quantities  than  one  ton, 
or,  in  the  aggregate,  five  tons  per  calendar  month.  The  articles 
specified  in  the  Orders  are  ©et  out  under  "  Seeds,  Oils,  and 
Fats." 

Formaldehyde  (A.C,  28/4/1917).— All  stocks  of  Formaldehyde 
solution,  40  per  cent.,  excepting  stocks  of  less  than  ten  gallons, 
are  deemed  to  be  Govorment  Medical  Stores,  and  mqy  not  be 
dealt  with  or  removed  without  licence,  permit  or  Order.  Returns 
as  to  stocks  above  ten  gallons  must  be  made  to  the  Director  of 
Army  Contracts,  Imperial  House,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster, 
S.W.  1.  .       _  V 

Fulminate  of  Mercury  included  in  Military  Explosives.  See 
"  Explosives  "  and  under  "  Ammonal." 

Glucose  (F  C,  2/5/17)  mav  not  be  made  from  maize,  barley,  or 
oats,  or  from  articles  containing  them.  Glucose  conies  within 
the  definition  of  "  Sugar"  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bread  Order 
(F.C.,  26/2/17),  and  must  not  be  used  in  the  making  of  bread. 

Guncotton  and  Powder.— See  "  Explosives." 
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NEW  BOOKS  AND  EDITIONS. 


'  A  Short  System  of  Qualitative  Analysis  for  Students  of 
Inorganic  Chemistry.'    By  R.  M.  Cavan,  D.Sc.  (Lond.), 
F.l.C.    Pp.   viii.   +  162.    Price  2s.    London:  Blaokio  and 
Son,  Limited.  1917. 
This  is  an  iibridgment  of  the  author's  '  Systematic  Qualitative 
Analysis  '  published  in  1909.    The  parent  work  was  found  so 
successful  that  the  author  decided  to  make  it  more  widely  avail- 
able iby  bi  inging  out  a  smaller  volume,  constructed  on  the  same 
plan,  but  containing  only  what  is  necessary  for  analytical  prac- 
tice.   The  contents   are    in    three   parts,  namely:  (1)  General, 
embodying  the  Preliminary  Examijiation  by  Dry  Reactions  and 
the  Systematic  Examination  for  Basic  and  Acidic  Radicles.  (2) 
Reactions  of  th©  Metallic  Radicles  and  Reactions  of  the  Acidic 
Radicles.    (3)  The  Process  of  Analysis.    A  model  analysis  is  given 
at  the  end  of  i/he  book. 


'  Chemistry  for  Beginners  and  for  Use  in  Primary  and  Public 
Schools.'  By  C.  T.  KiNGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  Pp.  vi.  +  106. 
Price  2s.  6d.  net.  London :  Bailliere,  Tindall,  and  Cox 
1917. 

The  author,  firmly  convinced  that  the  future  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  British  Empire  depends  upon  the  greater  culti- 
vation of  science,  is  anxious  that  we  should  commence  at  the 
beginning,  and  in  future  give  all  our  boys  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  an  elementary  knowledge  of  chemistry.  The 
four  parts  into  wnich  this  book  is  divided  treat  of  (1)  Matter ; 

(2)  Force  and  Energy ;  Light,  Heat,  Electricity  and  Magnetism ; 

(3)  The  Air  or  Atmosphere ;  The  Elements  and  the  Principal 
Compounds;  (4)  Dictionary  and  Index. 


'  The  Chemistry  of  Linseed  Oil.'   By  J.  Newton  Friend,  D.Sc. 

(B'ham.),  Ph.D.  (Wiirz,),  F.I.C.  '  Pp.  96.    Price  2s.  6d.  net. 

London :  Gurney  and  Jackson.  1917. 
This  httle  book  is  one  of  the  series  of  chemical  monographs 
edited  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Gumming.  Four  have  already  been  pub- 
lished, and  this  is  the  fifth.  It  is  divided  into  six  sections, 
namely :  (1)  Introduction ;  (2)  The  Manufacture  of  Linseed  Oil ; 
(3)  The  Chief  Constituents  of  Linseed  Oil ;  (4)  Properties  and 
Reactions  of  Linseed  Oil ;  (5)  The  Chemistry  of  Linseed  Oil  and 
Linoxyn;  (6)  Polymerised  and  Oxidised  Oils.  A  full  Biblio- 
graphy, with  notes,  and  a  general  index  are  provided. 


'  Links  with  the  Past.'      By  A.  F.  Shepheed.    With  Repro- 
ductions from  Old  Prints  and  Photographs  and  Illustrations 
by  E.  Coffin.    Pp.  xi.   +  297.    London:  The  Eagle  and 
British  Dominions  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd.  1917. 
The  subject  of  this  book  is  the  development  of  a  great  insur- 
ance oomiparuy,  and  incidentally  it  serves  an  exoellent  purpiose  as 
a  history  of  London.    The  book  is  sumptuously  produced,  its 
highly  artistic  binding  in  soft  leather,  thickly  gilded,  the  elegant 
paper,  and  the  profusion  of  illustrations,  making  it  a  volume 
well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  library.    Among    the  chapter 
headings  are :  The  Road  to  Security ;  The  Coming  of  "  Lloyd's  "  ; 
The  Birth  of  the  Eagle;  Notable  "Life"  Insurers;  Firemen  of 
Yore  ;  Fire-marks ;  Nell  Gwynn  and  th©  Eagle.    The  illustrations 
are  of  persons  and  things  of  note  both  past  and  present.  There 
is  much  of  great  interest  in  th©  book. 


'  Plant  Chemistry  for  Pharmacy  Students.'   By  Dr.  Nellie 
Wakeman.    Pp.  54.    2nd  Edit.    Madison :  The  University  of 
Wisconsin.  1917. 
This  is  merely  a  guide  for  both  instructors  and  students,  and 
not  a  work  i.itended  for  use  as  a  text-book  or  laboratory  manual. 
It  is  a  series  of  monographs,  with  exercises  and  experiments,  the 
headings  being  as  follows : — (1)  Water ;  (2)  Enzymes ;  (3)  Inor- 
ganic Constituents  and  Ash ;  (4)  Phytochemical  Analysis  bv  Selec- 
tive Solvents;    (5)  Resins;   (6)  Oleoresins;   (7)  Fatty  Oils;  (8) 
Carbohydrates  and  Related  Comnounds;  (9)  Volatile  Oils;  (10) 
Glucosides;    (11)    Alkaloids;    (12)    The    Tannins;    (13)  Plant 
Pigment*;  (14)  Proteins.    This  is  a  guide  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  would  form  a  useful  companion  to  the  text-books. 


*  A  Text-Book  of  Inorganic  Chemistry.'  By  A.  F.  Holleman, 
Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.A.  (Amst.).  Issued  in  EngHsh  in  co- 
operation ^vith  Hermon  Charles  Cooper.  Fifth  English 
Edition,  completely  revised.  Pp.  viii.  +  521.  Price  10s.  6d. 
net.    London:  Chapman  and  Hall,  Ltd.,  1916. 

The  revision  has  been  thorougih  in  this  edition,  very  many 
of  the  descriptive  portions  having  been  re-written.  It  is  a 
well-known  work,  and  its  plan  and  scope  are  very  familiar. 
The  paragraphing  is  in  numerical  order  from  beginning  to  end ; 


the  hpt  of  contents  makes  reference  to  tihese  easy.  Some  of  the' 
more  important  headings  of  seotioa«  are :— Explanation  of  the 
Oonstaiit  Composition  of  Compounds;  Stoichiometrical  Calcula- 
tions; Di.ssociation ;  The  Periodic  System  of  the  Elements; 
Acidimetry  and  Alkalimetry;  Electrochemistry,  and  Atomia 
Structure,  with  a  chart. 


The  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin.'   By  W.  Knowslet 
'^i^S^^'o  ^^•^•'  c^-'^  '    ^-C-,    Camb.,    M.R.C.P.,Lond. ; 
M.R.G.S.,Eng.    Second  Edition.    Pp.  xii.  +  307.    Price  68 
net.    London:  Edward  Arnold.  1916. 
Tho  first  oJition  of  this  work  appeared  in  1912.    Since  then 
rapid  strides  have  taken  place  in  modern  dermatology.  Tlhis- 
new  edition  Mierefore  places   much    new    information  at  the 
disposal  of  the  dermatologist,  the  general  practitionor,  and  tho 
student.    A  new  chapter  on  Radium  has  been  added,  and  tho 
chapters  on  X-rays  and  lonisation  have  been  considerably  ex- 
tend^od.     The  special  prescriptions  have  been  brought  up  to 
date,  and  an  appended  list  of  the  skin  diseases  they  are  chiefly 
used  for  is  added.    The  Contents  are  in  three  parts  namely: 
(1)  Methods  of  Treatment,  these  including  those  already  referred 
to,  as  well  as  High-frequency  Currents;  Carbon  Dioxide  Snow; 
Vaccines;  Hypersemia,  and  Diet.    (2)  Skin  Diseases  (in  alpha- 
betical order).    (3)  Prescriptions  and  Perfumes,  the  latter  being 
for  lotions,  omtmente,  and  powders.     Many  excellent  platee 
from  original  photographs  add  to  the  value  of  the  book. 

'  Health  in  Camp.'  By  Austin  T.  Nankivell,  M.D.,  State 
Medicine  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.),  Capt.  R.A.M.C.  Pp.  8+ 
Price  Is.  net.  London :  Constable  and  Co.,  Ltd.  1917. 
Some  valuable  hints  are  to  be  found  in  this  little  work,  wtiich 
IS  written  for  those  who  live  in  camp— soldiers.  Boy  Scouts, 
or  the  dwellers  in  caravans.  Its  purpose  is  not  confined  to  the 
requirements  of  present  war  conditions,  but  the  experience 
gained  during  th©  last  three  years  will  serve  as  a  guide  in  the 
future  to  the  healthy  training  of  soldiers  and  campers  generally. 
The  subject  matter  is  under  such  headings  as  The  Site  of  a 
Camp;  Water  and  Its  Purification;  Huts,  Tents,  and  Bivouacs; 
Surface  Drainage ;  Latrines  and  Urinals ;  Wasliing  and  Cooking 
Places;  Refuse  Disposal;  Tiench  Life  in  Camp;  Minor  Ailment* 
in  Camp.  There  are  14  chapters  altogether,  the  last  a  very 
useful  one,  giving  such  .1at.a  as  the  strength  of  folutions  for 
disinfecting;  the  size  of  latrine  trenches  and  of  soak -away  pits; 
floor  area  per  man  in  a  hut;  amount  of  coke  breeze  needed  to 
incinerate  pail  contents.    A  very  full  index  is  provided. 

'  The  Chemist   and    Druggist  Diary,  1918.'   Pp.  vii.  -|-  92. 

London:    The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  recipients  of  this  year's  Chemist  and  Druggist  Diary  will 
receive  something  like  a  mild  shock.  It  is  now  only  about  a 
fifth  th©  weight  and  bulk  of  th©  normal  issue — 92  pages  as 
against  450  or  thereabouts.  The  total  absence  of  advertise- 
ments accounts  for  the  reduction  in  size.  The  Buyers'  Guide, 
however,  remains,  and  this  has  been  remodelled.  Tho  Diary 
also,  of  course,  remains,  as  the  title  of  tho  work  implies,  and 
this,  though  restricted  in  respect  of  writing  space,  is  quite 
satisfactory,  and  blotting  paper  is  provided,  but  not  between 
every  foho.  The  bulk  of  the  Diary  is  thus,  probably  for  the 
first  time,  devoted  for  the  most  pajt  to  literary  mattor,  which 
includes  the  Chemists'  Calendar,  a  collection  of  suitable  recipes 
for  each  month,  Military  Hospitals  Formulary.  These  are  the 
main  features.  There  are,  in  addition,  many  short  articles  and 
notes  of  particular  interest  at  the  present  moment.  If  the  war 
has  destroyed  many  ideas  and  ideals,  it  has  also  pointed  the 
way  to  improvements  in  various  directions.  Some  pharmacists 
may  consider  this  year's  Diary — it  is  a  jubilee  number — as  a 
great  improvement  on  what  was  threatening  to  become  an 
unwieldy  volume. 

'  A  Manual  of  Organic  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacognosy.* 

By  Lucius  E.  Sayre.  B.S.,  Ph.M.     Fourth  edition;  302 
illustrations.      Pp.  xviii.   +  606.      Price  4.50  dollars  net. 
Philadelphia :    P.  Blakiston's  Son  and  Co. 
The  contents  of  this  book  are  classified  iinc<er  four  main  head- 
ings, namely  (1)  A  Study  of  Drugs;  (2)  Drug  Description ;_  (3)- 
Insects  Injurious  to  Drugs;  (4)  Powdered  Drugs.  Sub-headings 
embrace  saich  subjects  as  new  remedies,  organic  drugs  from  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  animal  drugs,  drug  assay  processes,  method* 
of  identification,  and  official  drug  powders,  reagents  and  pro- 
cesses, and  method  of  illu.strating  the  character  of  cell-walls  ana 
ccill-oontents.     The   illustrations  are  very   fine,    the  superior 
quality  paper  of  the  book  showing  these  to  the  beet  advan- 
tage:"  the  majority  of  them  aie  from  original  drawinfcs  and 
photomicrographs. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  MEETINGS. 


[8ecr§tariet  of  Pharmacsu'ical  AtsociatUma  are  requested  to  ae?t4  briej  reports  oj  meetings  for  pubHoation, 
10  oi  to  reach  th*  Editor  not  later   than  the   Wednesday  immedtateiy  following  the  date  of  meeting,] 


EDINBURGH.— A  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  As- 
sistants', and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  Mr.  James  Adamson,  President,  in  the  chair. — A  commu- 
nication on 

Apprenticeship  Twenty  Years  Ago  and  Now, 
by  J.  H.  Tainsh,  was  read.  At  the  outset  Mr.  Tainsh  said  his 
purpose  was  to  show  the  apprentice  of  to-day  some  of  the  advan- 
tages he  has  over  his  fellow  of  twenty  years  ago.  Then  a 
chemist's  apprentice  in  his  first  year  was  nothing  better  than  a 
glorified  messenger  and  cleaner  up.  The  hours  were  8.30  a.m. 
to  8.30  p.m.,  with  no  weekly  half-holiday  or  night  off.  The  em- 
ployer in  those  days  had  a  good  time,  walking  in  at  about  10  a.m. 
when  all  cleaning  was  finished.  He  described  at  length  the  daily 
routine  of  the  period  of  Lis  own  apprenticeship,  intei'spersed  with 
many  amusing  incidents.  He  then  outlined  the  advantages  ex- 
perienced by  the  apprentice  of  the  present  day,  particularly  with 
regard  to  hours,  leisure  time,  and  salary.  Insurance  work  and 
the  great  world  struggle  had  combined  to  bring  the  apprentice 
into  his  own.  Mr.  Tainsh  strongly  urged  all  junior  members 
of  the  pharmaceutical  profession  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
the  Society  and  in  the  Association  meetings,  which  was  possible 
since  hours  had  been  curtailed. — After  a  discussion,  taken  part  in 
by  Messrs.  Nightingale,  Tait,  and  Hiix,  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Tainsh,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chaih- 
HAN.— Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  under  what  he  called  "  Back 
Shop  Experiments,"  gave  illustrations  of  explosive  chemical  com- 
bination, dehydration  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  an  invisible  ink,  in 
which  words  written  with  mercurous  nitrate  solution  became 
visible  on  exposure  to  ammonia  gas.  He  also  mentioned  that  he 
had  just  received  from  Mr.  Alexander  Spence,  of  Leslie,  a  note 
of  the  recent  discovery  of  a  complete  and  most  interesting  col- 
lection of  ancient  weights  and  measures  in  a  recess  in  the  upper 
regions  of  the  Town  Hall  at  Cupar,  in  Fife.  Many  of  these 
were  engraved  with  the  Linlithgow  Coat  of  Arms,  and  appeared 
to  belong;  to  the  Linlithgow  standard  weights  and  measures,  of 
which  many  interesting  examples  were  seen  by  the  members  of 
the  Association  during  the  botanical  excursion  to  Linlithgow 
last  summer.— On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  Hill. 


EDINBURGH.— A  meetinff  of  the  Edinburgh  District 
Ohemiats'  Trade  Association  was  held  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
.Society's  House,  36,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  December  17, 
at  8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  James  Dick,  Chairman,  presiding.— Mr.  W.  S. 
Glass  read  a  paper  on  "  How  to  Increase  Profits."  At  the 
outset  Mr.  Glass  said  the  two  most  obvious  ways  to  increase 
profits  were  by  increasing  prices  and  cutting  down  exiK-nses. 
It  was  essential  for  a  pharmacist  to  thoroughly  under- 
stand his  own  business,  pharmaceutically  and  commercially ; 
ulso  to  know  how  to  sell,  and  how  and  where  to  buy.  National 
Health  Insurance  Dispensing  did  not  increase  profits,  and  could 
only  b©  taken  on  in  war  time  until  the  Government  had  got 
time  to  examine  the  claim  of  tihe  pharmacist  to  be  paid  like 
oth*T  skilled  workmen.  Any  galenicals  or  preparations  which 
<»uld  be  made  more  profitably  than  they  cciild  be  bought  sihould 
be  manufactured  and  put  up  by  the  phannacist  himself.  A 
^'ood  general  family  business  should  yield  not  less  than  an 
average  gross  profit  of  50  per  cent.  It  was  most  essential  to 
good  business  to  sell  all  advertised  articles,  as  a  number  of 
cu3U*mers  were  thus  brought  to  the  shop,  with  the  result  that 
other  branches  of  more  profitable  business  were  thereby 
cultivated  and  exten<led.— Mr.  A.  Dunc.xn  said  he  agreed  that 
chemists  ousht  to  make  many  of  their  preparations  themselves. 
—Mr.  D.  McGla.shan  was  inclined  to  think  success  in  obtaining 
better  profits  was  largely  dependent  on  mental  equipment  and 
work.  They  nust  inspire  their  customers  with  confidence,  and 
very  often  a  good  circular  secured  success. — Mr.  Hill  said  good 
buying  was  largely  neglected  by  the  ordinary  pharmacist.  By 
H.  Wiemf  of  collective  buying  the  pharmacist  in  a  small  busi- 
ne.^^  conld  secure  much  rnoro  advantageous  terms.  One  great 
hflp  to  go<jd  buying  was  a  careful  study  of  the  monthly 
market  reports  in  The  Pharmaceutical  Jriurnal.  The  reduction 
of  waste  in  paper,  twine,  wax,  and  other  materials  also  resulted 
in  increased  profit,  as  also  did  attention  to  the  coal  and  light 
bills  — The  Chairka.v,  in  moving  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 


I  Mr.  Glass,  which  was  unanimously  aooorded,  said  the  papw  and 
I  the  discussion  had  been  very  interesting.  Tho  im;:ortauo»  of 
bLiying  and  selling  could  not  be  exaggerated.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  the  chemists  had  held  themselves  too  cheaply  for  ma.«y 
years,  and  it  was  their  own  fault  that  pmfits  were  not  better 
than  they  were.— Messrs.  H.  R.  Nightingale  (Edinburgh),  and 
George  Cooper  (Leith)  were  elected  members  of  the  Association. 


HAMPSHIRE. — Till©  annual  general  jiH>eting  of  the  Hamp- 
shire Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  Winchester,  on  De- 
cember 12,  Mr.  Davies  (President)  in  the  cluiir.— the  aECRETAHv 
(Mr.  Baker)  read  the  annual  report,  wliich  showed  that  the 
Association  was  stronger  than  ever,  having  a  memberiihip  of 
sixty-five.  Thiity -three  members  had  subscribed  for  the 
M.R.P.L.,  and  twenty-three  had  subscribed  to  the  Parliamentary 
Fund  a  sum  of  £9  12s.  6d.— The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Bartlett)  pre" 
sented  his  report  and  balance-iheet,  which  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £12  lis.  3d.  The  income  was  £15  15s.,  and  the  exjKU- 
diture  £16  2s.  5d.,  including  grants  of  £3  5s.  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  and  £2  2s.  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund. — The  reports  were 
adopted. — The  following  officers  weie  re-elected  : — Pr&sident, 
C.  S.  Davies ;  Vice-Presidents,  S.  G.  Bartlett,  and  E.  H.  Smith ; 
Secretary,  C.  H.  Baker. — ^Mr.  Bartlett,  having  been  nominated 
to  serve  on  the  I:isur.ance  Committee,  wished  to  be  relieved  of 
hia  work  as  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Wainwright,  of  Eastleigh,  was 
elected  to  fill  the  position.— The  Committee  were  re-elected.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thnka  was  passed  to  th©  officers  for  their  services 
during  th©  past  year. — Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson,  member  of  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  first  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, then  addressed  the  meeting  on  "  Current  Pharmaceutical 
Topics."  In  opening,  Mr.  Bilson  said,  although  he  was  unabl© 
to  attend  the  meetings  regularly,  he  still  took  a  keen  interest 
in  th©  work  of  the  Association,  and  congratulated  them  on  get- 
ting away  from  Insurance  matters  at  their  meetings.  He  would 
like  to  suggest  that  at  the  next  meeting  they  should  discuss 
the  question  of  the  sale  of  proprietary  articles,  and  the  profit 
allowed.  Mr.  BUson  gave  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  dealing  first  with  National  Health  Insurance 
matters.  He  regretted  that  they  had  not  succeeded  in  getting 
the  rural  area  question  settled,  as  he  knew  that  this  affected 
them  very  much  in  Hampshire.  With  regard  to  the  existing 
organisation,  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Executive  Committee  being  elected  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committees.  In  giving  an  accoimt  of  the  work  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund,  he  thanked  the  members  for  their  generous  support. — 
In  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  Bilson's  address,  general 
satisfaction  was  expressed  hy  the  members  with  the  work  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. — Mr.  Smith  luidertook  to  open  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  "  Sale  of  Proprietaries  "  at  the  next  meeting. — 
On  the  motion  of  the  President,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
I>assed  to  Mr.  Bilson  for  his  address. — A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  Hampshire  Insurance  Committee  for  the  use  of 
rooms  for  the  meetings  of  the  Association  during  the  past  year, 
and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Insurance  Cohuiiittee  for  his  a;ssistance. 


HARROGATE.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Harrogate  and  District 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel  on 
December  13,  with  Mv.  Harper,  the  President,  in  the  chair,  a 
most  instructive  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Johns, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  on  "Ultra-Violet  Light."  He  gave  a  full 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  light  was  produced,  and 
showed  some  of  the  more  interesting  parts  of  the  apparatus. 
Its  uses  and  effects  were  then  explained,  and  a  most  interesting 
discussion  followed.  The  medical  'gentleman  then  read  a  second 
paper  on  "Popular  Superstitions  and  their  Explanations,"' 
which  proved  iboth  humorous  and  entertaining. 


LONDON  COUNTY.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  LoiwJon  County  Pharmiaceiutioal  Association  was 
held  at  17,  BloomAua-y  Square,  W.C..  on  Tuesday,  Decemben- 
18,  1917,  Mr.  A.  R.  Melhotsh,  Presidonit.  in  the  chair. 
Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  Hear!©, 
Savors,  MilncT,  M'lri.son,  Breose,  and  Sihirtliff. — The  Com- 
miiteo  considered  a  qucsitjion  raised  by  Mr.  Thomipson  regard- 
ini^  tho  difficulty  of  obtaining  adequate  supplies  of  sucfi 
siulbetanoos  as  olive  oil  and  lard  for  tho  preparaihion  of  lini- 
ments  ajid  ointments,  special   reference  being  nuide   to  ih& 
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groait  domaii/d  for  cajiiphoiiiitod  oil.  Oijijiiion  was  oxprossed 
that  undoubtod'ty  iho  diiffioulty  would  incroase,  necessitating 
the  omployiiiont  of  siulbsfcitutos  foi-  these  substances.  It  wns 
ultimately  decided  to  request  tho  Council  of  tilie  Phanna,- 
coutioal  Society  to  coneiidor'  at  the  eairiiest  iiiomont  what 
stops  oan  be  taken  to  relievo  tihe  situiation. — -A  letter  was 
received  from  Mr.  Jenllcin  asrroediig  to  continue  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  the  Oi-ganisation  Suib-Commibtoo.  Mr.  Jcnkin's 
flecision  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Coniiniittoo.  A  letter 
was  received  from  tlio  I'liaimaceuitical  Society  replying  to 
the  Committee's  letter  on  the  rjosiition  of  chemists  under  the 
Morcbandise  Ma.rks  Act  ami  the  Foo^d  and  Drugs  Act  re- 
gaixlinig  tho  supply  of  substitutes  recQimiri ended  in  the  Codex 
W.E.F.,  iiitimatinig  that  they  have  boon  advised  that  any 
prosecution  unitler  tlio  a.bovc  Acts  would  bo  unsuccessful.— 
Tho  report  of  the  Pharmaceutioai  Insurance  Snb-Comniittec 
was  received  an<]  adopted. — The  report  of  tlie  'J'rado  Suib- 
Committee  dealt  with  (o)  the  result  of  tJic  deputation  to  tho 
Eras.mic  Comipa-ny,  and  (6)  result  of  the  deputation  to  tho 
P.A.T.A.-  ai5  to  price  chajnges  and  the  ):)osition  of  Ijooal  Seore- 
ta.ries  of  the  P.A.T.A.  It  is  proposed  that  sfcepis  should  bo 
taken  to  nominate  act've  members  of  the  District  Associations 
to  bo  Local  Secretaries  of  tbs  P.A.T.A.  TJio  report  waa 
received  and  adopted. — The'  report  of  the  Organisation  Suib- 
Oommitteo  was  moved  by  the  CHAIRM.^N,  Mr.  A.  R.  Keith. 
Tho  report  contained — {n)  a  recommencFaition  foT  a  new  sub- 
ject for  simultanc^oius  disoussicn  by  tiro  District  Aesociatioins 
during  the  nioiitli  of  Jaimiary,  1918.  TJio  subject  refers  to  a 
question  un^der  Iii-suranco  d:i=j>Pnsing.  The  Sub-Committoo 
recommended  tliat  the  resiiJt  of  tlie  di'scnission  sJiould  be  oaiii- 
munioated  to  tJie  Org-anisation  Siib-Committee  a.f-  tlio  earliest 
moment.  (5)  A  statememit  regardanig  tih©  Early  Closing  Order 
and  tho  necessity  or  otilierwiisio  for  a  rota  sysitem.  A  rota 
has  been  set  up  in  certain  dis/tricts  wliere  required,  but  tho 
olosin?  hour  which  is  reg'ardeci  as  reasonab!©  in  LonirJon  varies 
according  to  tho  area — from  7  p.m.  in  the  centnaJ  districts 
to  9  p.m.  in  the  industirial  n<^igihboTj,rhoods.  In  each  area  it 
hia.s  been  rwccirtairipd  thiat  a.  number  of  oh-^misits  reside  over 
their  premise^  and  are  therefore  available  for  dispensing 
urgent  prescrintions.  The  matter  is  iiO'W  left  in  the  han<ls 
of  tlie  Phnrmaceutioal  Committee  for  negotiation  with  the 
Insurance  Committee. 


MANCHESTER.— The  December  meeting  of  the  Man- 
chester Phannacnut'cal  Association  tiok  the  form  of  a  smoknig 
concert,  and  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Cheas  Club,  Market 
Street,  on  December  12,  at  8.30  p.m-.  The  Presidknt,  Mr. 
Josenh  Bell,  occupied  the  chair,  and  some  forty  to  fifty  pha.r- 
mac'sts  attended.  An  excellent  orogramme  of  music  followpd, 
with  Mr.  Matz  at  the  piano.  Songs  and  recitat'on>  were  ren- 
dered bv  Messrs.  Franklin.  Chti^pman.  Simmons,  Jones,  and 
B.  G.  Hauffh.-  During  the  interval  Mr.  G.  A.  ATat.lik.son 
made  .an  effective  appeal  on  behalf  of  t'le  Bener^olent  Fund, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  sa'd  ttiat  pharmac'sts  ought  to  emulate 
the  Jewi.^h  community,  whieh  made  provision  for  the  rel-ef  of 
its  own  poor  and  needy  so  thnt  every  deserving  pharmacist 
could  be  certain  of  real  relief  from  anxiety.  Tlie'r  own  fund 
■ought  to  have  a  first  claim  on  them  in  matters  of  benevolence. 
As  a  result.  £6  14s.  6d.  was  collected  on  fhe  spot.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  all  those  who  had  contributed  to  the  evening's 
enjoyment  brought  the  social  evening  to  a  close. 

.  NORWICH,— The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Norwich  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmaceutical  .Association  was  held  on  December  5  at  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Rooms,  with  the  Prfsident  (Mr.  Percy  Robinson)  in 
the  chair.— The  Secketaht  read  a  letter  received  from  the  Pro- 
gressive Pharmacy  Club,  and  it  was  agreed  to  take  no  action. — 
The  President  s-ave  a  very  lucid  account  of  the  T/Ocal  Associa- 
tions Executive  Conferences,  and  emphasised  the  steps  taken  with 
regard  to  rural  areas,  and  assured  county  members  tliat  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  would  not  allow  the  matter  to  remain  in  its 
present  unsatisfactory  condition.— Mr.  R.  M.  Ling  reported  on 
his  attempt  at  the  Norfolk  Insurance  Committee  to  obtain  the 
excision  of  the  objectionable  words.  "  and  shall  "  in  Article  12, 
and  the  favourable  progress  he  was  making  towards  that  end. 
The  same  action,  it  was  hoped,  woidci  be  taken  by  the  pharma- 
ceutical representatives  on  all  County  Insurance  Committees. 
It  was  agreed  to  invite  the  East  Ansrlia  Federation  to  hold  its 
annual  meeting  at  Norwich  in  February,  and  a  Comm'ttee  was 
formed  to  carrv  out  the  necessnry  arrantrements. — A  discussion 
took  place  on  the  proposed  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  wa-;  agreed 
to  send  tlie  following  resolution  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Societv: — 
"The  Norwich  and  District  Pharmaceutical  .Association  views 
with  interest  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  Health,  and  the 
probability  of  a  St.ite  Medical  Service  for  all  classes,  and  trusts 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
pressing  the  pharmacists'  claim  to  all  the  dispensini^."' 


WESTERN  PHARMACISTS  OF  LONDON.— A  well- 
attended  meeting,  to  which  ladies  were  specially  invited,  wns 
held  on  December  12  in  Frascati's  Restaurant. — The  President, 
Mr.  W.  E.  1).  Shirtliff,  occupied  the  chair  Reports  of  meet- 
ings of  the  I'harmacoutical  Committee  and  tho  London  County 
Executive  wore  received.  A  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  tho  Pharmaceutical  Society  with  reference  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  Pil.  Opii  and  Ung.  Gallae  c.  Opio  under  the  Oooaine 
and  Opium  Order  was  read,  and  the  Chairman  intimated  that 
members  were  requested  to  foi-vvard  their  lists  of  surplus  stock, 
\\hich  should  bo  divided  into  (a)  broken  bulk  and  [b)  ordiLnary 
s'Uirplus  stock,  to  the  Hon.  Trade  Secretary  at  tlhoir  oarliiest 
convenience.  After  light  refreshments  had  been  served,  the 
Chairman  introduced  Mr.  J.  P.  GiLiiouR,  who  delivered  a 
racy  lantern  lecture  on  "  Pre-war  Vacations  in  Scotland  and 
lieland."  Most  of  tho  slides  of  Scottish  llighUind  scenery  for 
the  lecture  were  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie,  of  The 
British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  who  long  since  establiehed  a 
unique  reputation  as  an  artistic'  photographer  of  and  lecturer 
upon  Scottish  Alpine  scenery.  These  slides  were  much  admired, 
and  the  lecture  otherwise  was  cordially  appreciated. — On  the 
motion  of  the  Ch.4IHMAK,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by 
acclamation  to  the  lecturer,  and  the  meeting  was  dismissed. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
IRELAND. 

MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Tho  monthly  meeting  of  tho  Council  of  tho  Pharmaoentical 
Society  of  Ireland  was  held  at  67,  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dub- 
lin, on  Deoomber  11,  Mr.  James  Michie,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

The  Preliminary  Examination. 

The  Registrar,  Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall,  read  a  letter  from  the 
Clerk  of  tho  Council,  Dublin  Clastic,  in  connection  with  pre- 
vious corre.spondence  relative  to  proposed  amendments  of  the 
regulations  for  the  Preliminary  Examination  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  which  stated  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council  was  not  prepared  to  recommend  the 
amendment  for  the  approval  of  their  Excellencies  in  Council, 
and  inquiring  .if  the  Council  cf  the  Society  would  agree  to  a 
lesolution  in  fa.vour  of  an  amendment  which  required  that 
the  clause — "  all  the  subjects  having  been  passed  at  one  time  " 
be  attached  to  any  ■examinations  which  might  be  deemed  by 
the  Council  of  the  iSocicty  as  equivalent  to  the  Preliminary 
Exanuination. 

After  some  discussion,  participated  in  by  the  PREf5lDENT, 
Vice-President,  and  Me.-srs.  W.  F.  Weli,.s.  "^^Smith.  and  Wat- 
.'■■ON,  the  following  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells. 
seconded  by  Mr.  Bowden,  was  passied  : — 

That  the  resolution  of  February  13,  1917,  be  rescinded 
and  the  following  adopted  in  lieu:  — 

That  the  regulation  dealing  with  the  acceptance  of 
Preliminary  Examrnations  held  by  other  'bodies  be  Te- 
soinded,    and  the  following  substituted  therefor:  — 

Tho  following  examinations  are  also  accepted: — The 
Matriculation  or  Preliminary  Examination  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin,  Publ-C  Entrance  Exanriiation  (large 
certificate);  tho  National  Universitv  of  Ireland  Matricu- 
lation Examination :  the  Queen's  University  of  Belfast 
Matriculation  Examination;  the  Royal  Cyllesres  of  Phy- 
sioians  and  Surgeons.  Ireland,  Preliminarv  Examination: 
the  Intermediafe  Education  Board  for  Ireland,  Junior, 
M-ddle,  or  Senior  Grad;^  Examinations  in  English.  Latin. 
Arithmetic,  Algebra,  •Geometry,  and  cither  Greek  or  a 
modern  language:  or  such  other  examination  as  shall  be 
deemo(l  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  equivalent 
thereto,  al!  the  subjects  having  been  passed  at  one  time. 
Provided  that  -e\cry  certificate  accept.cd  shall  include 
Latin  as  one  of  its  subjects.  Any  such  examination  to  be 
passed  prior  to  the  statutory  service  at  pharmacy,  unless 
?-iich  service  has  been  conimenced  before  January  1,  1907. 
The  usual  fee  of  two  guineas  to  be  paid. 

Chan}<es  of  Address. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following  no*^ify" 
in"  changes  in  their  addresses : —Mr.  James  J.  BoW^er.^  Ph.C.. 
to''l2  Tullow  Street.  Carlow;  Mr.  Samuel  Da  e,  Ph.C.  to  1, 
Kbrington  Terrace,  Waterside  P;erry;  Mr.  Thos  E  Dixon^i 
T>h  r  to  2.  Milton  Street,  A«hfield,  Svdney.  N.S.W  :  Mr. 
R'>bert  W.  Hayes.  Ph.C.  to  New  Street,  Portumna;  Mr.  D. 
•ilcCarthv   Ph  C.  to  8.  Friar  Street.  Mondial,  Co.  Cork;  Wr. 
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T  J.  MoSwoeney,  Ph.C,  to  Korr's  :Medical  Hall,  Tubber- 
oiirry;  Mr.  VV^m.  J.  Maxwell,  Ph.C,  to  Messrs.  Hayes,  Coiiyng- 
ham,  and  Robinson's  Medical  Hall,  112,  Upper  George's 
Street,  Kingstown;  Mr.  Wm.  Cummins,  Ph.C,  to  the  Modern 
Pharmacy,  Mitchelstown,  Co.  Cork;  Mr.  W.  R.  S.  Gilbert, 
Ph.C,  to  the  Medical  Hall  and  Pharmacy,  Manorhamilton, 
Co.  Leitrim ;  Mr.  .J.  H.  Cunningham,  R.D.,  ot  the  Crescent, 
Dungannon,  Co.  Tyrone,  lately  with  Messrs.  Pa.rkes'  Drug 
Stores.  Limited,  London,  and  formerly  with  ilessrs.  Dobbins, 
Limited.  North  Street.  Belfast,  who  has  joined  the  R.A.M.C. 
as  a  dispenser;  Mr.  H.  !Menagh,  R.D',  to  care  of  Vipond 
Fruit  Co..  Limited,  Winnipe?,  Canada;  and  Mr.  George  B. 
Hoey,  R.D.,  to  49,  HighfieUr  Road,  Rathgar,  Dublin. 

Preliminary  Registration. 

Mr.  John  F.  Mason  and  Mr.  James  Nicholson,  wbo  sub- 
mitted ceitificatcs  of  other  bodies,  were  admitted  to  prelimi- 
nary registration. 

Reports  from  Comiaittees. 

Reports  from  the  Law  Committee  and  the  House  Com- 
mittee were  considered  and  adopted. 

War  Bonus  to  the  Registrar. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bowden, 
it  wa3  resolved  that  the  sum  of  £20  be  granted  to  the  Regi- 
strar as  a  war  bonus. 

Elected  to  Membership. 
The  following  were  elected  to  membership: — Mr.  George  C. 
Hewson,  Ph.c,  Ballina,  Co.  Mayo;  Mr.  Hugh  M.  Kelly, 
Ph.C.,  Santa  Barbara.  Queenstown ;  Mr.  James  McCaughey, 
Ph.C,  Aughnadore,  Broughshane,  Ballvmena ;  Mr.  Charles 
R.  O'CarroU,  Ph.C,  The  Medical  Hall,  26.  Main  Street, 
Gorey;  Mr.  James  F.  O'Hara,  Ph.C,  BalHnakill,  Queen's 
County;  Mr.  J5ustace  H.  Webb,  Ph.C.,  Hadden's  Medical 
Hall,  Wexford;  and  Dr.  Henry  Hunt,  Ph.C,  Eglinton,  19, 
Rathgar  Road,  Dublin. 

Appointment  of  Examiner. 
Dr.  Henry  Hunt,  L.R.CP.  and  S.I.,  Ph.C,    Dublin,  was 
appointed  an  Examiner  to  conduct  the  Materia  Medica  and 
Biotany  division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. 

Appeal  for  Reduction  of  Fine. 

The  Registrar  read  a  communication  from  the  Under-Secre- 
tary, Dublin  Cast'e,  intimating  that  in  the  case  of  Charles 
McFadd*>n,  of  Falcarragh.  Co.  Do!:pgal,  a  publican  who  had 
^>eon  fined  £5.  with  costs,  for  selling  carbolic  acid,  the  Lord 
Jostioea  kad  decided  that  the  law  must  take  its  course. 

Recognition  of  Technical  Schcol  Cla<>ses. 

On  tihe  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Dr.  B.\enes,  it 
waa  rescKod  that  the  application  of  the  Tochni<al  Institute  for 
recognition  of  the  course  of '  instruction  in  Theoretical  Che- 
mistry submitted  by  the  Registrar  be  accepted. 

Pharmaceutical   Chemists  as  Witnesses. 

Mr.  Patrick  J.  Hickey,  M.P.S.L,  of  the  Modern  Phar- 
macy, Rathkeale,  Co.  Limericfe,  who  had  been  summoned  as  a 
Cro^vn  witness  in  a  case  he-^rd  at  the  Rathkeale  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, wrote  com-plainLng  that  whereas  he  considered  he  was 
entitled  to  a  guinea  for  attendance  at  Court  a.s  a  witness,  and 
had  sent  in  a  bill  for  that  amount,  he  had  received  only 
7s.  6d.  Ho  a-sked  the  Soeiety  to  take  action  in  the  matter, 
and  it  was  decided  to  take  steps  in  the  direction  indicated. 

A  Gold  Medallist. 
The  Registrar  submitted  a  letter  from  !Mr.  Thomas  Byrne, 
of  TuLlow,  Co.  Carlow,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  gold 
medal  awarded  to  his  brother,  Mr.  William  C.  Byrne,  Ph.C, 
who  has  gone  to  Cevlon,  and  who  expressed  the  wish  that  the 
medal  should  be  sent  to  his  brother. 


THE  BELGIAN  DOCTORS  AND  PHARMA- 
CI.STS'  RELIEF  FUND. 


THE  SECOND  APPEAL. 

We  regret  that  lack  of  sijace  prevents  us  from  printing  the 
full  text  of  the  joint  appeal  to  *hc  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
professions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  has  just  been 
Jisuod  by  the  Executive  Committee.  As  our  readers  are  aware, 
the  membera  of  that  Committee  are  all  representative  men  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy,  and  the  representatives  of  the  latter 
include  the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr. 
E.  T.  Ncatherooat)  and  its  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Wool- 
cock),  wtio  is  Hon.  .Joint  Secretary,  along  with  Dr.  S.  Squire 
Sprig?e,   to  the  Executive   Committee.    This  Committee  has 


done  an  immense  amount  of  gratuitous  and  incalculably 
beneficent  work  in  the  organisation  and  administration  of  relief 
to, Belgian  doctors  and  pharmaci.sts  and  their  dependents,  and 
its  total  administration  expenses  to  t'no  end  of  the  second  year 
only  came  to  £62.  Of  the  £20,000  icceivod  by  the  end  of  the 
second  year  oi  working,  only  a  small  balance  now  remains,  so 
that  by  the  end  of  the  present  year  the  Fund  will  be  practically 
exhausted.  T'he  followiuig  passages  from  this  Second  Appeal 
bring  out  into  striking  relief  the  facts  alike  a.s  to  the  dire 
necessity  and  suffering  which  tho  Fund  bas  so  effectively  alle- 
viated, and  the  urgent  need  for  generou.s  replenishment  of  bb© 
well-nigh  empty  exchequer  of  the  Committee:^ 

"  Of  the  value  that  the  Fund  has  been  to  those  for  whom 
it  was  created  in  the  directions  designated  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  and  we  call  your  attention  to  the  appended  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  B.  Poland,  who  has  had  the  closest  personal 
experience  with   the  lamentable  position  of  our  Belgian 
colleagues,  and  who  writes  movingly  of  what  yoiu-  practical 
assistance  has   done.    To  us  it  seems  impossible  that  we 
should  not  attempt  to  continue  the  work." 
In  his  above-mentioned  letter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Ml-.  W.  B.  Poland,  the  Diirector  in  Europe  of  the  Commission 
for  Relief  in  Belgium,  says : — 

"The  most  difficult  class  to  reach  is  the  very  class  that 
your  Fund  in  the  past  lhas  minisitered  unto — namely,  the 
families  of  the  doctors  and  pharmacists  who  may  not  dig. 
to  beg  they  are  ashamed.    If  the  supporters  of  your  Fund 
knew  how  much  actual  suffering  thev  had  allayed,  and  how- 
much  potential,  moral,  'and  physical    suffering  they  had 
prevented,  they  would  not  cease  to  continue  their  support, 
many  as  are  tihe  claims  now  made  upon  them.    This  office 
is  a  gulf  into  which  pours  the  stream  of  Belcrian  misery, 
and  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  supply  you  with  hundreds 
of  testimonials  as  to  the  state  of  things  there,  but  any  of 
tliem  tells  the  whole  story:  'The  misery  has  become  terrible 
and  increases  every  dav.    It  pursues  us  w-herever  we  go. 
In  the  streets  we  .s.pe  the  emaciated  figures  of  our  neigh- 
bours; eyes  sad.  heads  lowered.    One  would  think  that  the 
jieonle  had  ased  twenty  years  by  reason  of  these  unmerited 
calamities.'    Anotfier  message  comes:  'Life  becomes  mere 
suffering:  no  liberty,  no  food.    We  are  chained  and  starved 
in  one.    For  three  vears  we  have  fasted  to  such  a  point 
that  now  we  scareelv  recosnise  one  another.    The  times 
-  are  ind«d  bard.'    The  funds  froau  your  Societv  aie  paid 
over  to  a  commission  of  eminent  gentlemen  of  your  pro- 
fession rnd  the  disti-^bution  is  under  their  oersonal  suner- 
vision.    The  knowledo-e    that   their   n'sociates  in  England 
have  not  forgotten  thrm  is  an  inspiration  to  the  whole 
Iirofession  at  a  time  wdien  moral  suppovt  is  perhaps  as  much 
needed  even  as  food." 
The  address  of    the    Honorary    Tieasi'rer  of  the  Belgian 
Doc-ors'  and  Pharmacist,?'  Relief  Fund  is  Dr.  H.  A.  Dos  Vceux. 
14.  Buckingham  Gate,  London,  SAV..  to  whom  all  subscriotions 
Should  be  sent.    The  Honorar-v  Secretaries  are  Dr.   S.  Squire 
Sprigge,    Thr  L<nmt  Office,  423.    Strand.  London,  W.C,  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolrock.  tho  Pharmaceutical  Society,  17. 
Bloomsbury  Square.  London,  W.C. 

Subscriptions  Received  to  the  Second  Appeal  for  the  Fund. 

The   Lnvc(d   £50   0  0 

Medical  Insurance  Agency   (Chairmai,  Dr. 

G.   E.   Hnsiip)   50   0  0 


PARLIAMENTARY  NEWS. 

NOTES  FROM  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 


When  the  House  of  Commons  resumes  on  January  14,  tho 
Government  will  immediattSly  introduce  the  following  important 
Bills:—  '  . 

N.A.TIONAL  Registration. — Bill  to  extend  and  amend  the  • 
National  Registration  Act.  1915  (Mr.  Hayes  Fisher). 

Education  (No.  2). — Bill  to  make  further  p:ovision  with 
respect  to  education  in  England  and  Wales,  and  for  purposes 
connected  therewith  (Mr.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher). 

Military  Service. — Bill  to  repeal  sub-section  (3)  of 
section  3  of  the  Military  Service  Aot,  1916,  and  to  provide 
for  the  cancellation  of  certificates  of  exemption  from  military 
service  granted  on  occupational  grounds  (Sir  Auckland 
Geddes). 

The  Military  Service  Bill  will  require  ca.reful  watching  on  beihalf 
of  pharmacists  of  military  age.  who,  however,  receive  exemption 
not  sc  much  on  occupational  grounds  as  in  respect  of  beingr 
engaged  in  indispensable  work  of  national  importance. 
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MARKET  REPORT. 


GENERAL  MARKE  TS. 


Thursd.w,  December  27,  1917. 
As  the  drug  market  has  practically  been  closed  during  tHie 
\':eek  since  the  last  reiport  appeared,  business  has  been 
almost  »t  a  standstill,  and  price  chaiiiges  of  any  importance 
are  extremely  few.  Nowadays,  howevei',  the  inactive  periods 
are  of  short  duration,  and  we  may  expect  to  see  a  revival  of 
activity  before  the  end  of  next  week.  It  is  confidently 
anticipated  that  in  the  New  Year  conditions  will  become 
more  difficult  than  ever,  and  the  markets  will  require  to 
be  very  carefully  followed  iby  the  piudent  buyer.  Hitherto 
"the  restrdctions  governing  dealings  in  drugs  have  been  light 
compared  wiifch  the  drastic  regulations  that  have  been  en- 
forced in  some  other  markets;  but  as  the  war  continues  wt' 
may  expeci  to  find  the  control  on  transactio:'s  in  drugs  becom- 
ing much  tighter.  In  many  rases,  if  not  in  the  majority, 
we  may  also  expect  to  see  prices  lontinue  to  advance  and 
tlie  scarcity  to  be<;ome  more  and  more  pronounced. 

Acetanilide, — Price  has  pgain  advanced,  4s.  9d.  per  lb.  now- 
being  ii.sked. 

Acetic  Acid. — All  applications  for  permits  to  deal  in  acetic 
should  he  addressed  to  the  Director  of  Proipellant  Supplies, 
Explosives  Supply  Department,  32.  Old  Queen  Street,  West- 
minster, S.W. 

Acetylsal'cvlic  Acid. — The  tendency  is  distinctly  easier,  and 
"there  are  <'ffers  qt  13s.  6d.  to  13s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic.'  -The  upward  tendency  continues. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Firm  at  about  5s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  Maran- 
h<im. 

Balsam  Peru.— Firm  at  19s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  B.P. 
Balsam  Toh', — Firm  at  4s.  6d.  per  I'b. 
Barbitone. — Not  freely  offered  at  about  125s.  per  lb. 
Bayberry  Barli.— Quiet  at  9^.  to  lOd.  per  lb. 
Belladonna  Root. — A  little  is  offered  at  5s.  to  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 
lor  English. 

Benzoates. — Very  firm  at  16s.  for  Benzoic  Acid,  and  15s. 
per  lb.  for  Si  d::.m  Benzoate. 

Bismuth  Preparations. — The  steady  demand  continues,  and 
prices  are  unchanged. 

Boras. — Unchanged  ;  crystal.s.  37s.  per  cwt.  ;  powder,  38s. 
i.'i  bags  (casks  extra). 

Boric  Acid. — Unchanged  ;  crystals,  62s.  ;  powder.  64s. ,  in 
bags;  casks  extra. 

Bromides. —  I'he  Pot.-.ssium  Salt  is  getting  scarcer,  and  full 
prices  are  obtained. 

Camphor. — Very  firm  in  all  positions.  Japanese  refined  is 
offered  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  1  oz.  taiblefts,  and  3s.  lOd.  per  lb. 
for  2J  lb.  slabs. 

Cascara  Sa^^rada. — Firm  at  about  110s.  per  cwt.  for  old  bark. 

Cassia  Oil. — Quiet  at  about  6.s.  4d.  per  lb.  for  80  to 
85  per  cent,    on  the  spot. 

Caustic  Soda. — The  easier  tendency  is  still  noticeable;  value 
of  70  to  72  ryer  cent,  is  about  £53. 

Chloral  H>draie. — Steady  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb. 

Citric  .Acid.-  The  market  is  distinctly  quiet,  but  prices  are 
uxich:inge(l  at  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Citronella  Oil. — Firm  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Ceylon  drums 
■on  the  spot. 

Copper  Sulphate.    Quiet,  but  firm ;  Liverpool,  £67  lOs. 
Coriander  Seed. — Morocco  is  offered  on  the  spot  at  82s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Coumar  n.— This  is  almost  unobtainable  at  the  moment,  and 
anything  a\ailable  would  fetch  a  stiff  figure. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Continues  scarce ;  even  odd  casks  are 
difficult  to  find  ;  and  value  of  98  per  cent,  is  350s.  per  cwt. 

Cummin  Seed.— Value  is  about  67s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Dill  Seed. — A  trifle  easier,  with  offers  at  a  little  under  60s. 
per  cwt.  , 

Fennel  Seed.— This  is  now  offering  at  about  58s.  per  cwt. 

Fenugreek  Seed.— .Morocco  is  offered  on  the  spot  at  about 
46f.  per  cwt. 


Glucose. — Very  firm,  with  a  strong  upward  leatfency. 
Heliotropine. — Very  firm  at  30s.  to  31s.  per  lb. 
Hexamine. — Firm  at  5s.  6d.'  per  lb. 

Honey. — The   price    tendency    coiiiinues    i-n    am  upward 

direction. 

Hydroquinone."  Has  become  .scarcer  on  the  spot,  and  price 
i.s  firm  at  li.s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Iodine. — 16s.  4d.  to  16s.  lid.  per  lb.,  accordiag  i*  quan- 
tity, for  resublimed. 

Iodoform. — 19s.  2d.  to  20s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Japan  Wax. — Fiiim  at  100s.  for  good  squares  on  the  spot. 

Lavender  Oil. — Very  little  English  is  offered;  the  last 
business  reported  was  at  120s.  per  lb. 

Liquorice  Root. — Inquiries  are  plenitif'ul,  buA  oalf  decorti- 
cated appears  to  be  available. 

Menthol. — Quiet,  but  steady,  at  about  13s.  3d.  per  lb.  for 
"  Kobayashi  "  and /or  Suzuki  on  the  spot. 

Methyl  Salicylate. — Firm  at  4s.  9d.  per  Ih. 

Oils. — The  following  are  the  official  maximum  prices  per 
ton  :— Castor  Oil  ordinary  £80,  pharmaceutical  £88 ; 
Cocoaniit  Oil,  crude  £70,  refined  £85 ;  Cotton  Seed  Oil, 
crude  £60;  refined  soap  oil,  £67;  refined  edible  oil,  £75: 
.\merican  refined,  £95;  Ground-nut  Oil,  crude  £78,  refined 
£90 ;  Palm  Kernel  Oil,  crude  extracted  £51,  crude  crushed 
£52.  refined  £67;  Palm  Oil,  unbleached  £44,  bleached 
£50;  Rape  Seed  Oil,  crude  £66,  refined  £71,  edible  £81; 
Soya  Oil,  crude  £60,  refined  £74.  The  foregoing  are  for 
oil  naked  ex-ship,  mill,  or  warehouse  in  the  United  King- 
dom. Packages  may  be  charged  extra  at  current  market 
rates,  but  not  exceeding  £4  per  ton  on  the  oil. 

Oxalic  Acid. — The  position  is  unchanged;  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  6{d. 
per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Quieit,  but  firm;  H.G.H.,  22s.  6d., 
per  lb.  ;  Wayne  County  oil,  in  tine,  17s.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin. — Without  actual  change  in  quotations  there  is 
a  rather  easier  tone. 

Phenazone.---Firm  at  aibout  56s.  per  lb. 

Podophyllum. — Value  is  about  92.s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Potassium  Iodide. — 13s.  lOd.  to  14s.  7d.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quantity. 

Quinine. — Price  continues  firm  without  actual  change ; 
in  the  United  States  price  has  been  advanced  to  85  cents. 

Rosin. — The  good  inquiry  continues,  and  as  the  scarcity 
is  still  very  pronounced,  prices  still  tend  upwards. 

Rubber. — The  tendency  is  firmer.  Plantation  :  Standard 
No.  1  crepe,  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  ;  bold  fine  Para,  2s.  S^d.  per  lb. 

Saccharin. — A  comparatively  large  business  has  been  done 
during  the  past  few  weeks,  and,  consequently,  supplies  are 
diminishing;  the  result  is  a  steadier  tone  in  the, market,  and 
thf  price  is  about  370s.  per  lb. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — Crushed,  85s.  per  cwt. 

Salicylates. — English  make  is  still  offered  at  below  the 
prices  asked  for  American  make.  American  is  not  unlikely 
to  become  still  scarcer  in  this  market,  but  fortunately  English 
iT;akers  are  increasiing  their  oubpi'.t.  The  value  of  the  Sodium 
.Salt  is  8s.  per  lb. 

Sassafras  Oil. — Firm  at  about  5s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  spot. 

Senega  Root. — Steady  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Quiet  on  basis  of  365s.  for  fair  TN.  orange. 

Soda  Ash.— Very  firm  at  aibout  £16  to  £16  10s. 

Star  Aniseed  Oil. — The  price  is  not  firmly  maintained,  and 
there  are  offers  of  Red  Ship  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — The  scarcity  appears  to  be  as  pronounced 
as  ever,  and  value  is  about  280s.  per  cwt.  for  Dutch- 
Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — The  home  demand  is  extremely 
hsavy,  and  buyers  have  experienced  considerable  difl5culty 
in  covering  their  requirements. 

Sulphonal.— Much  dea.'-er,  75s.  to  80s.  per  lb.  being  asked 
in  some  quarters. 

Tartaric  Acid. — A  steady  market  at  unchanged  rates,  viz.  : 
3s.  lid.  to  3s.  2d.  per  lb.";  there  are  plenty  of  srmall  orders, 
which,  however,  do  not  account  for  a  large  volume  &(  busi- 
i;ess. 
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STATE-CONTROLLED  COMMODITIES. 

O.xygen.— The  Adniirulty  has  issued  an  Order  (London  Gazelle. 
Dec-ember  21,,  in  the  following  temis :  — 

(1)  No  person  or  company  manufacturing  or  supplying 
Oxygen  shall  sell  or  supply  the  same  otherwise  than  to  such 
persorxs  or  comi)anies  and  in  such  quantities  as  the  said 
Director  of  Materials  and  Priority  shall  from  time  to  time 
Direct. 

(2)  All  persons  and  companies  manufacturing  or  supplying 
Oxygen  for  sale  or  for  their  own  use,  and  all  persons  and 
<x>mpanies  requiring  to  purchase  Oxygen  shall  render  siioh 
fiill  and  accurate  returns  as  the  said  Director  of  Materials 
and  Priority  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

(3)  Any  failure  to  comply  with  any  restriction  or  condition 
imposed  or  wibh  any  directions  giiven  hereunder  will  be  an 
offence  against  the  Dcfencu  of  the  Realm  Regulations. 

Tin. — The  Mibistry  of  Munitions  has  issued  the  following 
Order  (London  Gazette.  December  21):  — 

In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  Regula- 
tion 30b  of  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulations,  the 
Minister  of  Munitions  hereby  specifies  the  following  metal  as 
being  a  metal  required  for  the  production  of  war  material, 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  provisions  of  that  Regulation, 
namely  :  — Tin. 


LEGAL  INTELLIGENCE 


Mansion  House  Police  Court. 


Sale  of  Bromural  Tablets. 

At  the  Wansion  House  Police  Court,  recently,  Hammond, 
Jeffcry,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  8,  Harp  Lane,  were  summoned, 
before  Sir  John  Bell,  for  selling,  on  August  15,  a  bottle  of 
bromural  to  which  the  Government  stamp  was  not  affixed.  There 
were  two  other  summonses  charging  a  similar  offence  on  other 
dates.  Mr.  Ellie  appeared  for  the  defendant  company,  who 
pleaded  "  Not  guilty." — Mr.  Dart,  for  the  prosecution,  said  the 
proceedings  were  brought  under  the  Stamp  Act  of  1872,  wherein 
were  specified  a  number  of  articles,  including  drugs,  which  were 
liable  to  stamp  duty.  On  August  15  a  bottle  of  bromural 
tablets  was  purchased  from  Hammond,  .Jeffery,  and  Co..  which 
was  unstamped.  It  was  contended  for  the  prosecution  that,  as 
the  firrn  advertised  the  sale  of  the  drug,  and  appeared  to  be  per- 
sons preparing  tne  same,  they  were  liable  for  sta.mp  duty. 
—Mr.  Ellis,  in  defence,  said  the  company  did  not  claim  to  have 
in  exclu.sive  right  in  the  article.  Bromural  tablets,  he  argued, 
were  a  drug,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to  exemption  under  the 
Act. — Mr.  Geoffrey,  director  of  the  company,  said  they  did  not 
claim  any  exclusive  right  or  title  to  make  or  to  prepare  these 
tablets.  They  were  part  of  the  stock  which  they  haA  purchased 
Erom  the  firm  of  Knoll  and  Co. — Sir  John  Bell  decided  to 
»nvict,  and  fined  the  company  £10,  allowing  five  guineas  costs, 
rhe  two  other  summonses  were  withdrawn. 


Portsmouth  Police  Court. 


Tincture  of  Iodine. 

At  the  Portsmouth  Police  Court,  on  December  11,  G«orge 
William  Darling,  chemist  (trading  as  Perfect  and  Co.),  161, 
Dommercial  Road,  Portsmouth,  was  summoned  on  an  informa- 
iion  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  seUing  tincture  of 
iodine  37  per  cent,  deficient  in  iodine.  Evidence  having  been 
jiven  as  to  purchase  and  analysis,  the  defendant  explained  that 
the  tincture  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.  formula  in 
July  or  Augu.st  last,  and  suggested  that  the  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  tincture  to  de<rea8e  in  strength  as  the  bottle  was 
(mpticd  would  bring  about  the  condition  discovered  on  analys^is. 
—A  fine  of  40.",.  was  inflicted. 


PERSON  AL_  ITEMS. 

Mr.  N.  Clarkson,  pbannac'st.  has  been  appointed  a  magistrate 
for  the  ancient  borough  of  Richmond,  Yorks.  . 

Miss  F.  G.  Davieg,  of  Mold,  Flints,  has  been  successful  in 
winning  the  Chrwtmas  .Scholarship  of  the  Chester  Modern 
College. 

Mr.  Maarice  Smith,  J. P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly 
>f  Kiddermin.iter,  has  joined  the  firm  of  Me.isrs.  Cuxson,  Ger- 
rard,  and  Co.,  Limited,  and  was  recently  elected  a  member  of 
lie  board  of  dirwtors.  Mr.  Smith  will  act  as  chemist,  tech- 
vAo^ltt  and  workfl  manig'T.  at  Oldbiiry. 


I     Miss  Evelyn  tiarnett,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  11.  Garaett,  hax 

,  passed  the  second  M.B.  Examination.  Miss  Gamett  entered  phar- 
macy as  a  pupil  of  Messrs.  Wild  and  Salthouse,  307,  Oxford 
lload,  Manchester,  but,  having  /won  a  medical  scholarship  iri 
1915,  entered  on  a  course  of  Medicine  at  the  University. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britaiu 
desires  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  letters  which  have 
reached  him  from  pharmacists  serving  in  the  Army  medical 
units.  The  experiences  recorded  in  these  letters  are  of  material 
value  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Army  Pharmaceutical  Service,  now  sitting. 


BIRTH. 


Hugill.— On  December  12,  at  St.  Margaret's,  Dorkiag,  *he 

wife  of  J.  H.  Hugill — a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Attenburrow — Garfield. — On  December  12,  at  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  by  special  licence,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Williams,  James 
Attenburrow,  M.P.S.,  of  Melton  Mowbray,  to  Elsie  Mabel,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Garfield,  of  Foxton,  Market  Har- 
borough. 

Davies— Davies.— Oti  December  26,  at  Ebenezejr  Chapel,  by 
the  Rev.  \Vm.  James,  D.  R.  Davie-s,  chemist,  Y.M.C.A.  Build- 
ings, Swansea,  to  Bessie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Davies, 
Swansea. 

Evans— Rhodes. — On  December  18,  in  the  Chapel  Royal, 
.Savoy,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Hagerty,  one  of  the  Chaplains  of  the 
Chapel  Royal,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Nation,  a  friend  of 
the  bridegroom,  William  Paterson  Evans,  chairman  of  directors 
of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webib,  Ltd.,  to  Inga,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Rhodes,  of  Camden  House, 
Wey bridge.  Mr.  Ernest  S.  Eivans,  Cheshire  Regiment,  son  of 
the  bridegrooin,  acted  as  best  man,  and  the  bride  was  given  away 
by  her  father.  The  family  guests  included  the  bridegroom's 
daughter,  Mr.  Shepherd,  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Sandford 
Evans,  Lady  Worthington  Evans,  Captain  E.  C.  Evans,  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  Herbert  Evans,  Mrs.  Morris  Webb,  Sir  Astor  and  Lady 
Webb.  Mr.  Harwood  Lescher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Webb,  and 
Mr.  T.  E.  Lesoher. 

Foster— Teague.— On  December  19,  at  St.  John's  Church, 
Ryde,  by  the  vicar  (the  Rev.  C  L.  Blake,  M.A.),  Lieutenant 
Robert  George  Fostei-,  of  the  90th  Winnipeg  Rifles,  Canada, 
second  son  of  Henry  S.  Foster  and  M.  A.  Foster,  of  East 
Dulwich,  S.E.,  to  Bertha  Dorothy  Teague,  daugliter  of  Mrs. 
Teague  and  the  late  Mr.  W.  Teague,  of  Woodside,  St.  John's 
Park,  Ryde 

Honneyman— Allen.— On  December  21,  at  St.  Andrew's  Parish 
Ohui-ch,  Streatham,  S.W.,  William  Honneyman,  B.Sc,  F.I.C., 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  Marion  Inez  Allen. 


DEATHS, 

Bright.— On  December  20,  at  48,  Bridge  Street,  Peterborougli. 
Richard  Henry  Doubleday  Bright,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  57. 

Oakey.— -On  December  16,  at  Chorltoncum-Hajdy,  Joseph 
Oakoy,  pharmacist,  formerly  of  Rusholme,  Manchester. 
Aged  72. 


WILL. 

Sir  Edward  Evans,  D.L.,  J.P.,  of  Spital  Old  Hall,  Br<ini- 
borough,  Cheshire,  and  56,  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  head 
of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  w'holesale 
druggists,  for  twelve  years  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
National  Liberal  Federation,  died  on  October  10  last,  aged 
71  years,  leaving  estate  of  the  value  of  £85,341  15s.  3d.,  the 
net  pei'-soiialty  being  £45,626  17s.  lid.  The  tesit-atior  gives  £1,0(X) 
and  the  household  effects  to  his  wife;  £1,000  to  each  of  his 
grandchildren,  Humphrey  Edward  and  Beatrice  Martha;  £5,000 
in  trust  for  Jus  daughter-in-law;  £50  each  to  the  executors; 
tho  presentation  plate  giyep  to  him  by  the  Liberals  of  Liver- 
pool and  Wirral  and  by  the  National  Liberal  Federation,  to 
his  son,  John  Nevett  Evans;  £1.000  each  to  his  daughters. 
Gertrude  Mary  and  Margaret ;  £40  each  to  his  gaxdeners, 
Turnbull  and  Spencer;  £30  to  .John  Barnes;  £20  each  to  ser- 
vants of  five  years'  service ;  and  thn  residue  of  the  property  in 
trust  for  his  children  other  than  lliis  son  John  Nevett.  whom 
he  provided  for  in  his  lifetime.  The  will,  dated  August  18,  1916. 
and  a  codicil,  is  proved  by  .John  Nevett  Evans,  of  56,  Hanover 
.Street.  Liverpool,  son,  and  Hem->-  Sanderson  Patterson,  of  16, 
Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 
Women  in  Pharmacy. 

Miss  Borrowman  has  misundprstood  the  references  to  women, 
made  in  the  paper  I  read  before  the  Oliestcrfield  Association. 
No  doubt  tliero  will  be  an  increasing  number  of  women  enter- 
ing pharmacy  as  a  profession  (or  business)  and  making  a  suc- 
cess of  it.  To  what  extent  they  will  be  successful  in  pharmacy 
as  a  business  will  depend  very  largely  on  how  they  are  trained 
during  apprenticeship.  These  women  will  qualify,  and  cither 
have  businesses  of  their  own  or  get  posts  as  dispensers  or 
managers.  They  do  not  enter  into  my  paper  at  all.  The  points 
I  wished  to  make  were : — (1)  That  for  some  time  to  come  there 
is  bound  to  be  a  shortage  of  male  labour;  (2)  that  most  of 
the  work  falling  to  the  unqualified  assistant  in  a  pharmacy  is 
really  woman's  work,  and  so  is  done  better  by  a  woman  than 
a  man;  (3)  tJiat  "  unqualified  help"  has  been  a  source  of  worry 
to  the  pharmacist  in  the  past,  for  *he  reason  given  above,  and 
that  if  he  were  relieved  of  that  worry  ho  would  have  more  time 
and  energy  to  conduct  his  business  with  success;  (4)  that  if  we 
are  to _  attract  suitable  boys  into  piharmacy  wo  must  not  let 
their  time  be  wasted  as  "cheap  labour,"  but  must  give  them 
a  training  in  business  methods  as  well  as  in  pharmacy.  I  may 
say  that  this  last  refers  equally  to  those  girls  from  the  high 
schools  who  are  npprcntieed  to  phaMnacy,  and  are  not  .to  bo 
regarded  as  unqualified  help.  The  nation  cannot  afford  to  waste 
labour,  whether  male  or  female,  and  the  .sooner  pharmaci.sts 
organise  their  businesses  to  meet  the  new  conditions  the  bettor. 

Chesterfield,  December  17,  1917.  S.  C.  Geeaves. 

The  Dominant  Factor  in  Fusiness  Success. 

While  in  agreement  with  the  view  expressed  in  your  editorial 
article  on  "The  Secret  of  Success  in  Business"  {P. J.,  Decem- 
ber_  8)  that  personality  is  the  chief  e.ssential  for  professional  or 
business  success,  I  am  not  satisfied  that  you  sufficiently  take 
into  account  the  effect  of  environment  in  the  development  of 
inherent  faculties.^  It  is  genius  alone  that  has  the  power  to 
ride  over  all  barriers  until  it  reaches  the  open  road  of  renown 
and  recompense.  And  even  genius  is  oft  "  by  chill  poverty 
repressed."  Put  the  right  personality  in  the  proper  medium, 
and  it  will  germinate  and  fructify,  but  personality,  unless  it 
has  the  superior  force  to  create  its  own  opportunities  and  orbit, 
cannot  manifest  or  fulfil  itself  in  vacuo  or  in  a  setting  unsuited 
for  its  exercise.  I  can  recall  many  oases  of  pharmacists  of 
marked  individuality  and  professional  ability  and  culture,  who 
failed  to  make  a  success  in  business,  or  even  a  decent  living, 
simply  because  they  were  West  End  men  in  an  East  End  niche, 
or  vire  vers^i.  There  is  no  need  to  labour  the  point  further. 
But  it  would  be  well  to  recognise  tlie  sphere  and  force  of 
environment  in  any  philosophy  of  the  conditions  and  causation 
of  success  in  business. 
Decem'ber  22,  1917.  "  Noem  "  (226/49). 

Democralic  Control  and  Drivel. 

I  am  one  of  tlio  fortunate  fen"  who  possess  a  complete  set  of 
The  Phiirmanndicdl  Joitrnnl  from  the  date  t>i  its  origin,  and 
occasionally  in  a  leisure  hour,  usually  after  church  on  Sunday, 
I  turn  over  the  pages  of  the  earlier  volumes  between  1852  and 
1902  What  a  striking  contrast  the  Journal  of  to-d-av  ofTers 
to  that  of  those  times!  Then,  especially  under  the  editorship 
of  Jacob  Bell,  and,  later,  of  Dr.  Paul,  the  Journal  was  recog- 
nised and  valued  in  learned  circles  and  among  the  cultured  phar- 
macists who  formed  a  majority  of  its  readers,  as  the  leading 
organ  of  pharmaceutical  science.  Now,  if  I  may  judge  by 
many  recent  specimens  of  it,  the  Society's  official  organ  is  chiefly 
a  record  of  pharmaceutical  meetings.  I  suggest  that  its  title  has 
liecome  a  misfit,  and  .should  !  e  changetl  to  "  Local  Associations 
Executive  Echo,"  "  Local  As.sociations  Advertiser  "  or  "  Adden- 
dum to  the  London  Gazette."  Your  principal  busine.ss 
nowadays  seems  to  be  to  "suckle  fools  and  chronicle 
small  beer,"  and  t;he  only  surviivals  of  the  Journal's 
scientific  aee  appear  in  such  rudimentary  organs  as  the  "  Scien- 
tific and  Technical "  column,  which  is  now  onlv  intermittent, 
and  a  stray  scrap  or  sir>)pet  in  the  dustbin  which  you  label 
"  Miscellaneous  and  General."  Instead  of  substantial  scientific 
fare  and  instruction  that  would  help  pharmacists  to  become 
better  f)rofeasional  men,  my  intelligence  and  self-respect  are 
insulted  by  a  Barmecide  nieim  of  "items"  such  as  that  a  blue- 
bottle flv  was  seen  flitting  about  in  Mr.  Grabem's  shop-window: 
that  Mr.  Cheapjack  has  an  artistic  di-splay  of  Purnle  Pills:  or 
that  Mr.  Pater's  first-bom  has  cut  its  first  toofh.  And  if  I  seek  an 
outlet  from  this  "slosh"  it  is  only  to  bo  ushered  into  the 
mortuary  of  Association  reports  of  funereal  speeches  by  self-cnn- 
stitoited  "  undertakers  "  of  pharmacy,  who  drag  about  and  offer 
to  us  as  good  sound  flesh  the  decayed  corpses  of  "  notions"  that 


liuve  been  dead  and  buried  for  generations.  I  am  sick  of  all  this' 
gibberish  and  cant  dbout  "'  Reconstruction  "  and  "  Progress."- 
"  Words,  words,  idle  words."  The  fact  is  that  ever  since  the- 
so-called  "  democratisation  "  of  the  Society  by  the  passing  of  the 
1898  Act  the  dry-rot  of  a  low-down  commercialism  has  infested" 
the  Society  and  sjjread  to  the  Council,  with  the  result  that 
democratic  cx)ntrol  is  leading  to  demoralisation  and  disintegra- 
tion. The  tpon  who  founded  the  Society  and  gtiided  its  earlier 
aflairs  were  giants  in  comparison  to  the  pigmies  who  try  to- 
fill  tiheir  shoes.  We  have  no  longer  lions  of  JudaJi,  but  only 
asses  in  lions'  skins,  who,  bray  they  ever  so  loudly,  can  never 
roar  like  the  king  of  beasts.  The  pity  is  tihat  the  .Journal  can  , 
find  no  better  material  for  its  columns  than  "  democratic "' 
drivel  about  "  Reconstruction,"  "  Progress,"  "  Profit  on  Pro- 
prietaries," "  Salesmanship,"  and  similar  claptrap. 
December  18,  1917.  "  Diogenes  Redivivus  "  (226/48). 


Traffic  in  Enemy  Products. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Robson,  pharmacif^t,  Hull,  writes  to  say  that  he 
takes  exception  to  the  advertisements  in  the  Sale  and  Exchange 
section  of  the  Supplement  to  the  .Journal  asking  for,  or  offering, 
enemy  products,  and  suggests  that  the  Society,  by  sanctioning 
such  advertisements,  is  unpatriotically  encouraging  the  traffic 
in  these  commodities.  Mr.  Robson  must  be  aware  that  the 
chemicals  and  drugs  in  question  wei-e  all  in  stock  in  this  country 
and  paid  for  before  the  war,  and  cannot  now  be  replaced  by 
imports  from  enemy  sources,  so  that  there  can  be  no  encourage- 
ment of  the  traffic  in  any  economic  or  m.oral  sense  of  the  word. 
His  contention  that  all  goods  of  this  cla.ss  should  be  destroyed 
would  have  far-reaching  and  quite  unexpected  consequences  if 
logically  applied  all'  round.  Why,  for  instance,  spare  German 
pianos,  books,  pictures,  or  music,  articles  which  are  daily 
changing  hands  at  auction  sales  and  through  other  trading 
channels?  Or  why  continue  to  deal  in  or  use  hair  and  tooth 
bru.shes  which  were  made  in  Austria  and  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  before  the  war? — [Editoe.] 


REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Preserving  Minnows  for  .Angling  (S.  S.— 226/6).— We  ^ugge.■=fc 
that  you  use  solution  of  formaldehyde  for  the  purpose. 

Sample  of  Opium  (J.  W.— 226/43). — We  regret  wo  are  unable 
to  suibmit  your  sample  of  opium  to  analysis.  It  would  be  much 
better  for  you  to  place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  an  ianalyst. 

Lard  for  Ointments  (C.  B.  M.— 226 '44).— Your  remarks  are 
eminently  sound  and  to  the  point,  and  the  Society  is  in  coneulta- 
tion  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  thereon.  Nothing  can  'be  done, 
liowcver,  whilst  the  ointments  you  mention  remain  oEBcial  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Imitation  of  Lin.  Camph.  (C.  H.  W.— 226/42).— (1)  In  our 
opinion  the  label  you  refer  to  is  contrary  to  law.  (2)  We  cannot 
iindyrta.ke  bo  recommend  a  cheap  imitation  of  an  official 
preparation. 

Aqua  Cotuda  (W.  M.  J.— 226/29).— No  authority  that  we  have 
consulted  makes  any  reference  to  "  Aqua  Ootuda."  Neither 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  nor  Mexican  pharmacopoeias  or  dictionaries 
appear  to  re.'^er  to  such  a  preparation.  It  is  probably  a 
proprietary  preparation. 

Bine  Colour  in  Phcia!  Test  (D.  G.  M.— 226/40).-^-No  definite 
information  is  avail-ibie  as  to  the  nature  of  the  blue  colouring 
matter  produced  in  the  test  you  refer  to.  The  products  (colour 
less)  of  the  end  reaction  are  well  known,  but  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  nature  of  the  colour  cihanges  produced  as  between  phenol 
and  alkalies  has  ever  beeii  studied.  It  has  been  shown  that  th» 
red  colouration  produced  in  phenol  in  presence  of  moisture, 
oxygen,  and  light,  or  by  oxidation  with  hydrogen  peroxide,  is 
due  chiefly  to  the  presence  of  cjuinono  or  quinone  derivatives  in 
solution,  one  writer  stating  that  the  presence  of  the  brilliant 
red  conden-sation  product,  pheno'iuinone,  is  highly  protjable- 
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SUNDAY,  Dec.  30. 

United  Arts  Rifles,  D  Company  (Pharmaclst*).'- 

10  a.m.  Comp.any  parade  at  headquarters  for  drill,  et«t 
N.C.O.'s  examination  (practical).  Musketry  at  Rain- 
ham  (See  Battalion  orders). 

Tuesday,  .Ian.  1.— 8.30  p.m.,  Ijenture  for  N.C.O.'s. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  2.-3  p.m.,  No.  2  Platoon,  parad* 
headquarters. 

Thursday.  .Jan.'S— 3  p.m.sNos.  1,3  and  4  Platooitfi 
parade  headquarters. 


-Tite  Pharvuuxutical  Journal  and  Pharmacist,  December  29th.  1917. 
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IS  nSSOLUTELY  PURE 


THE  RECOGNISED 
STANDARD   OF  BRITISH 
MANUFACTURE. 

HADE  AT  BOURNVILLE. 


BRITISH  made  &  BRITISH  owned. 


VALKASA 


(Bb«d.  Txasb  ICuiz.) 


The  TONIC 

NERVE  FOOD 

of  great  value  in 

Nervous  Debility, 
Anaemia  and 

General  Weakneii. 


ON  P.A.T.A.  LIST. 
S*M  ia  2-a«..  8-ez.  mni  16-a.  Tint, 
it  ll.  4d.   4*.  ind  7g.  (Minimna). 

Special  P«ck«gefor  Indii  in  4s.  bottlt. 

JAMES  WOOLLEY.  SONS  St  Co.,  UA. 
MANCHESTER. 


Fop  Large  Buyers. 


Shaving  Sticks. 

Bulk  or  Packed. 


Also 

Brillantines,  Vanishing  Creams, 
Lime  Creams,  Tooth  Powder, 
Dental  Creams,  Shampoo 
Powders,  and  All  Toilet  Goods. 

LOW  PRICES  for 
HIGH  QUAUTY. 


STOKES  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

Desk  8,  Lower  Castle.  BRISTOL. 


PHENACETIN  IS  NOW  RESTRICTED. 


CRYOGENINE 


(lumiere) 

SUPERSEDES  ANTIPYRIN. 
PHENACETIN  k  PYRAMIDON. 

Non-Toxie,  Efficacious,  HamdeM. 

Indications  — — — ■ 

GENERAL    ANTIPYRETIC  AHD 

POWERFUL  ANALGESIC. 


A  fremi  adrance  ia  the  treatment  af 

BURNS  (slight  or  81  fere). 

Tfce  onlf  premntian  autkoriaed  kr 
Dr.   BARTHE    DE  SANDFORT. 
lartantlj  aUeriates  the  pain.  Pranota* 
rapid  Waling. 

^  of  5o«o«/  PUrmmmiimml 

rrep^rotioia  on  rtomeit, 

TIE  ANGLO-FRENCH  DRUG  CO.,  LTD. 

n-ite  M.  BREvillon  a  CO.I. 

t»mt»  Baildint,  HoUiora.  LONDON,  LC.  1. 


Ur  jXollis  Brotfnels 

plorodyne 

Original  and  Only  Genuine. 

Tlier©  is  NO 
Substiiiute. 


ON  THE  PJl.T.A. 
PROTECTED  LIST. 

SOLE  MANUFACTURERS  FOR 
UPWARDS   OF  60  YEARS, 

J.  T.  DAVENPORT,  LTD., 
117,  Union  Street,  LONDON,  S.E.  1. 

Good  Profits  Guaranteed. 


A  Patriotic  and  a 
Business  Proposition. 

NATIONAL 
WAR  BONDS. 

The  Directors  cf  POTTER  & 
CLARKE,  Ltd.,  are  buying  these  , 
and  respectfu  ly  recommend  then^ 
to  their  customers. 

Apply  at  your  Bank  or  Post 
Office  for  Prospectus  and  . 
subscribe  THIS  WEEK. 

HERBS  IN  PACKETS.— From  De 
cember  1st  these  become  a  lid.  Unc. 
Price  1  /-  per  dozen.    Gross  T^ots  11/- 

POTTER  &  CLARKE, 

LIMITED, 
London  and  Manchester, 


WARRICK  BROTHERS. 
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YADIL  Antiseptic  j 

(Tri-methenal  allylic  carbide  compound). 

Complete  Internal   and    External  Antisepsis.  H 


WE  have  perfected  an  antiseptic  of  unique  properties, 
for  which  we  have  registered  the  name  "Yadil" 
in  the  principal  countries  of  the  world. 

This  antiseptic  is  characterised  by  the  fact  that, 
although  as  powerful  as  pure  phenol,  it  can  be  taken 
internally  without  the  slightest  risk  to  the  most  delicate  tissue 
and  membrane,  realising  at  last  complete  internal  and  external 
antisepsis. 

Its  other  characteristics  are  the  following  : — 

Non-toxic,  non-caustic,  non-irritant.  Contains  neither 
copper,  mercury,  arsenic,  iodine,  ether,  alcohol,  phenol  nor 
cresol.  Does  not  coagulate  albumen.  Will  not  harm  the  most 
delicate  tissue.  Does  not  modify  hsemogloblin.  Increases 
the  activity  of  the  phagocytes.  Is  intensely  diffusive  and 
possesses  considerable  cell-proliferant  properties.  Does  not 
stain  nor  deteriorate.  Fully  miscible  with  water  or  alcohol. 
Powerful  deodoriser.  Non-flammable.  Can  be  used  freely 
for  both  internal  and  external  antisepsis. 

"Yadil"  is  not  advertised  to  the  public,  but  is  being  made 
known  to  the  medical  profession  as  fast  as  possible.  Remark- 
able successes  have  been  obtained  in  Hospital  practice,  and  from 
Hospitals  the  use  of  "Yadil"  is  spreading  to  the  Medical 
profession.  The  number  of  prescriptions  for  "Yadil"  is 
increasing  rapidly,  not  only  in  London,  but  all  over  the  Kingdom. 

We  make  this  announcement  in  order  that  chemists  called  upon 
to  fill  prescriptions  for  "  Yadil  "  may  know  where  to  obtain  it. 

Orders  should  be  placed  through  wholesale  firms. 


SOLD   IN   ONE   FORM   (CONCENTRATED)  ONLY. 


Sizes 


2- 


oz. 


-oz. 


20-oz. 


40-oz. 


Retail  Prices  -  1/6     3/-      8/9  16/- 

"YADIL"  makes  from  1  to  2  gallons  of  dilute  solution  per  oz.  for  the  treatment 
of  Wounds,  Sores,  Abscesses,  &c. 


Obtainable  from  usual  sources  of  supply,  or  direct  from  us.  Orders 
from  abroad  should  be  placed  through  London  buyers  or  Shippers. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  and  MANUFACTURERS: 

CLEMENT  &  JOHNSON,  19,  Sicilian  Avenue,  London,  W.C.  1. 

The  word  "  YADIL  "  has  been  registered  as  a  Trade  Mark. 
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EVERY  DAY 

Some  one  is  wanting  DR.  WILSON'S 
MED. GATED  CORN  PENCIL. 

It  is  well  advertised,  and  commands  a  ready  sale.  Retails  at  1  /3 
Price  1  2/-  peT  dozen.         Carriage  paid.  Cash  with  order. 

TALBOT  WILSON,  ^\S'^b"Jf4%'N^.°5^''- 


•  GRASSHOPPjtiR  "  Pills  &  Ointment 

(Purely  Herbal.)  ON  P.A  T.A.  LIST. 

"GRASSHOPPER  "PILLS  &  OINTMENT  have  gained  a  World- 
wide Reputation  for  their  merit.  They  are  extensi\ely  advertised 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Housi  s  and 
Drug  Shippers,  or  can  be  obtained  direct  from  the  Proprietors. 
Retailers  desirous  of  exhibiting  Showcards  can  obtain  same. 
Post  Free,  by  applying  to  — 

ALBERT  &  CO.,  73,  Farring  .on  Street,  LONDON,  E,C. 

EilaMshed  Ha  /<2  Century. 
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BRAND'S 
FERROOARNIS  " 

A  pleasantly  flavoured  solation  of  iron  in  organic  combination  Mrith  BRAND'S  concentrated  raw  meat  juice. 

FERROCARNIS  combines  the  rtiinulating  properties  oi  meat  juice  with  the  tonic  effect  d  Iron.  TU* 
pvodoct  docs  not  CAMe  consttpatioo,  ajad  thus  affords  a  meaoj  oi  adnMniiteriag  iron  to  patieato  wiiO  are  tioaUc  to 
\<t^'  orditiary  iron  preparations   

f'XEPAKKD  BY 

BRAND    &    CO.,    LTD.,    MAYFAIR    WORKS,    SOUTH    LAMBETH    ROAD,  S.W. 


THESE  PRICES  ARE 
TYPICAL   OF   THE  \f 
VALUE  WE  OFFER  IN 
POCKET  LAMPi  COMPLETE 

Fi.ted  with  /|"  Leas, 
Patent  Precision  Switch, 
Metal  Filament  Bulb, 
and  Best  Battery. 


Description. 

List 
No. 

Per  doz. 
complete. 

Popular  quality, 
assorted  cove's, 
polished  fittings 

903 

21/5 

nett. 

Medium  quality, 
leatherette 
covers,  nickelled 
fittings 

905 

26/3 

nett. 

8upt;rior  quality, 
best  leatherette 
covers,  &  heavily 
nickelled 

904 

33/9 

nett. 

Da  Liixe  quality, 
real  leather 
covers,  &  heavily 
nickelled 

20 

45/- 

nett. 

LIST   NO.  905, 


SPECIAL  LINE. 

No.  3  lO.— Highly  Polished  case,  as- 
sorted colours,  fitted  with  \\"  lens,  metal 
filament  bulb  and    4  A  /A 
best  battery  I  *#  /  O  P®' 

^  complete. 


The 

LONSDALE 

British  Madk 

ELECTRIC 
TORCH. 


S  ze 


The    Batiery  sup- 
plied wi  h  Uiis  Torch 
will   hold  up  in  stock 
from  six  to  twelvemonths. 


A  most  reliable  Torch  at  a  popular  price. 
Excellent  finish,  patent  per-  /ffc 
raanentswitch, complete  with  al/afl  each 
best  quality  battery  and  bulb  ^/  nett. 


The  "ELLESMERE. 

9i  X  U. 


Same  quality  as  above,  but 
with  3-cell  large  torch,  bat- 
tery and  bulb  


5/8 


each 
nett. 


SEASON'S  •  LIST 
FREE    ON  REQUEST, 
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SQUIRE'S  POCKET 
COMPANION 

TO  THE 

BRiTISH  PHARMACOPEIA  (1914). 


Fublished  by  J.  d  A.  CHURCHILL,  7,  Great  Marlborough  St.,  W 
PRICE  10s.  6d.  net:  P0.6T  FREE  (Inlan  )  10s.  9d. 
The  "Chemist  and  Druggist '■  says— 

The  richness  of  the  book  in  Ct  eniical,  Physical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Data,  in  Compound  iig  Hints,  in  nun- 
official  Formulas,  makes  the  Pocket  Companion  of  as 
mucli  value  to  Dispensers  as  to  Fiescribers. 

The  "British  Medical  Journal"  says- 
Sufficient  has  been  paid  to  show  that  the  contents  of 
this  Pocket  Companion  fully  justify  its  name ;  it  can 
be  strongly  recommended  to  practitioners.  ^ 

The  "Lancet"  says— 

The  Pocket  Companion  shows  evidence  of  con- 
siderable judicious  forethought  in  the  selection  of  data 
likely  to  be  of  serrice  to  a  wide  class  of  readers. 

Copies  can  be  obtained  of  any  Wholesale  Druggist; 

0/ J.  4  A.  CHURCHILL,  7,  Great  Marlbopough  Street,  W.; 
or  0/  SQUIRE  A  SOUS,  Ltd.,  413,  Oxford  Street,  W. 


KAY  BROTHERS,  LIMITED, 


STOCKPORT. 


ADVANCE    IN  PRICES 

As  and  from  1st  November,  1917. 
P.A.T  A. 


Advertised 
Price. 
Size. 

Minimum 
Retail 
Price. 

Minimum 
Wholesale 
Price. 

Kay's  "Linseed 
Compound  " 

IIR 
1/3 
3/- 
5/- 
12/. 

IIR 
1/3 
2/11 
4/9 
11/6 

Per  doz. 

9/6 
12/6 
30/- 
47/6 
121/6 

Kay's  Tic  Pills 

lid. 
1/3 

IIR 
1/3 

9/6 
12/6 

'^Ot'NT.VIN 

Tl.^x  "  (Liniim 

OBtharticum) 

Pf^LS 

ll|d. 
173 

3/. 

lUd. 

1/3 

2/11 

9/6 
12/6 
30/- 

Kay's  Throat 

LOZEN'^ES 

IIH 

1/3 

IIR 

1/3 

9/6 
1-/6 

Lets 
cash 
discount 
of  5% 
03  £5 
lots. 


KO-TAL-KO 

CERTAIN   IN  RESULTS 

AND 

CERTAIN  IN  SALES 


99 


THE  PUBLIC  WANT  IT 

For  strong  advertising  lias  taught 
them  its  merits,  and  practical  experi- 
ence has  proven  its  claim-!.  "Ko-tal-ko", 
is  the  strongest  rcconnTiended  hair  prepara- 
tion oti  the  market,  an  I  this  in  conjunction 
w  th  my  widespread  publieity  is  the  best  of  all 
reasons  why 

YOU  SHOULD  STOCK  IT. 

Apart  from  quick  and  ready  sale-s  n  y  trade  prices 
allow  of  a  fair  profit  to  you.  "Ko-tal-ko"  is 
always  on  the  move,  never  cumbers  the  shelves 
long,  and  is  a  business  asset  of  the  highest 
value,  for  your  repeat  orders  are  always 
warranted . 

IT  PROFITS  EVERYONE 

Ko-tal  Ko  "  does  justice  to  me,  to 
you,  and  to  the  public,  and  every 
chemist  and  druggist  should 
order  a  supply. 

ORDERS  a.  DETAILS 

FROM 

J.  H  RT  Brittain,  Ltd. 

2,  PERCY  ST.  (Dept.P.J.2). 
LONDON,  W.l. 


RETAIL 
PRICE 
P.  A.T.A. 

5/-  size 
12/6  „ 


OVER   40%  PROFIT. 

RELENTA 

THE  BRITISH  APERIENT  WATER. 
12/-  PER  DOZEN. 

Carriaga  paid  on  full  and  empties. 

2/-  per.  doz.  allowed  for  empty  bottles. 
5%  discount  Monthly  settlement, 

FIXED    RETAIL  PRICE— 

1/6    per    bottle  (P.AT.A). 

SCHWEPPES  Limited, 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS, 

LONDON— Vauxhall  Walk,  S.E.11. 
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SA>^   3/.  PER  GALii>N 

■■'•Byv BUYING 

GUARANTEED  GENUINE 

NEWFOUNDLAND  NON-FREEZING 
MEDICINAL  GOD  LIVER  OIL 

OF  NEW  SEASON'S  MAKE. 

Highest  possible  quality  in  small,  taste  and  colour,  comparing 
most  favourably  with  the  finest  Norwegian.  Manufactured 
from  the  finest  fresh  Cod  Liver  on  same  day  as  fish  caught. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

Kindly  wrile  for  sample  to  . 

JOB  BROS.,  Manufacturers,  Tower  Building,  LIVERPOOL. 

Tele.,ri,r.hic  Add.«! :  "JOB  LIVERPOOL.  •  T«I.  I0J9»  CENTRAL 

And  of  ST.  JOHN'S,  N.JF.  E.tabliihed  178Q. 


BRITISH  CELLULOSE 

AND 

CHEMICAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 


CELLULOSE  ACETATES 

DREYFUS 

Non-inflammable  Films,  Dope  and  Varnish. 

ACETIC  ANHYDRIDE 

Triacetine, 

Triphenyl-Phosphate,  Tricresyl-Phosphate,  Camphor  Substitutes. 

8,  WATERLOO  PLACE,  LONDON,  S.W.  1. 

Works  :—SPONDON,  DERBY ;  MAYBURY  GARDENS,  HIGH  ROAD,  WILLESDEN  GREEN,  N.W.JO. 
T»L:    RtGl-.NT  4045  (3  lines).  Telegrams:  "CELLUTATE.  LONDON." 
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Telegrams  : 
RENILREB 
LONDON." 


Telephones  : 
LONDON  WALL  507 
CITY  998 


CONTRACTORS  TO   HLS  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT, 

Our  Friends  at  Home  and 
Abroad  we  send  Hearty 
Season's  Greetings,  wish- 
ing them  Prosperity  in  the 
New  Year. 

From  the  Directors  and  Staff  of 

ARTHUR  BERTON  Ltd. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

Surgical  Dressings  &  Chemists'  Sundries, 

Registered  Office  and  Warehouse : 

15  &  17  WORSHIP  STREET, 
LONDON,  E.G.  2. 
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27 
31 
..  30 
..  21 
..  14 
..  29 
C«»«r  i. 


Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co   22 

Evans  Sons,  Lescherft  Webb,  Ltd.      ..  10 

Ferris  &  Co.,  Ltd   31 
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Hopkin  &  Williams,  Ltd   25 

Hoult.  R   17 

Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd   8 
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Kirby  (H.  &  T.)  &  Co.,  Ltd   25 

Le  Brasseur  Surgical  M'l'ing.  Co.,  Ltd.  32 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy  ..  ..  30 
Lennox  Foundry  Co.,  Ltd.         ..  ..32 

Lescol  Perfumery  Co.         ..       ..Govtr  iii. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy   30 

Mather  (W.),  Ltd   15 

Maw  (S.I,  Son  &  Sons,  Ltd.  ..  ..11 

Meade-King,  Robinson  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ..  28 
Meggeson  &  Co.,  Ltd.                  ..    Cot>«r  i. 

Mitchell  (N.  W.)  &  Sons,  Ltd   27 

Nieuwhof,  Surie  &  Co.,  Ltd   28 


Norwich  Crape  Co.  (1856),  Ltd;    ..      ..  t9 

Odol  Chemical  Works   7 

Pierjon,  Morrell  &  Co..  Ltd.  31 

Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd  Cmmri. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  C9.,  lAJL  23 
Schweppes,  Ltd.        ..       ..  4 

Shields  &  Ramsay,  Ltd.  29 

Smith  (T.  &  H.),  Ltd.   26 

Special  Lines  List   „  24 

"  Squire's  Pocket  Campaaiao"  4 

Sterns,  Ltd   „  ..89 

Stokes  (C.  A.)  &  Co..  Ltd  Comr  i. 

Thames  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd...  .,  32 

Thompson  &  Capper,  Ltd.  „       ..  i5 

Tyrer  (T.)  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ..  „       ..  12 

Vichv  Water      ..  „      ..  ..26 

Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd.  13 

Viscose  Developtnent  €•„  Ltd.  ..      ..  32 

Ward  &  Goldstoae   ..3. 

Warrick  Brothers,  Ltd.  ..  ,.  <7a**r  i. 
Watford  Manufacturing  Co.,  lAi.  7 

Watson  &  Co  19 

Western  Dental  Mfg.  Co.  ti9i4),  l.td   32 

Westminster  College  of  Phturmacy     ..  30. 

Wilson,  T  ..3 

Woolley  (J.),  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.  Cttrr  i. 


CONTRACTORS  TO   H.M.  GOVERNMENT. 


The  BRADFORD  WOOL  EXTRACTING  Co.,  Ltd. 

are  A  C  TUA  L    MAN  UFA  C  TURERS  of 

PHENAC[TIN<i>8ALICYLATE8 


Telephone  Wo.  1985     |  PIT    LANE    MILLS,    BRADFORD.  I     Teleg-  "Prafnrti  a. 


NOW 
BRITISH 


Send  for 
Price  List 
and 
Trading 
Terms. 


ODOL 
CHEMICAL  WORKS 

BERKHAMSTED. 


«^As.i. 


Recommend  it  for 
Convalescence 


Doctors  prescaribe 
Turtle  Soup  in  aU 
cases  wbere  the 
patient  cazmot  re- 
tain any  other 
nutriment. 


FREEMANS 
REAL  TURTLE  EXTRACT 

is  the  real  meat  of  selected  West  Indian  TnrtI 
compressed  into  handy  tablets  ;  it  proyidea  all  * 
delicacy  and  nourishment  of  aoup  made  from  fewrfi 
killed  turtles,  and  is  quickly  prepared,  as  it  regies 
nothing  but  boiling  water. 

For  hospitals,  nursing  and  convaleaceBt  hxxoixo, 
it  can  be  strongly  recommended  as 
host,  safe'st  and  handiest  invigorator 
obtain  I  bio. 

The  trarle  terms  are  particnlarl. 
lavourabM,  and  particulars  e»n 
be  obtained  by  writing  to 

T'ne  Watford  Mfg.  Co..  Ltd. 
Pelectalaod.  WATFORD. 


/ 
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(Breetm^s 


I  TO  ALL  OUR  DRUG-TRADE  FRIENDS  | 
^  A  T     HOME     AND     A  B  RO  A  D.  I 

I  Mew  year,  1918,  | 


|[»lineTonie  m 

iPl-fASANT  IN  TASTE 
SI  i  PAINLESS  IN 
ACTION 
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Tonalka 

The  BRITISH 

Aperient  Water 

which  yields  you 

A   GOOD  PROFIT, 


COMMANDS  A  LARGE  AND  READY  SALE. 


Recommended  by  the  Medical  Profession. 


Ir^^^t^po^H  Sell  TONALKA  in  place  of  German 

or  Austrian  Waters. 


'A 


IDRIS  &  CO.  Lid..  ESiK>K. 
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A  WISE  CHEMIST 

REASONED  WITH  HIMSELF  THUS!- 


For  many  years  I  have  studied  the 
Science  of  Salesmanship  and  1  have 
learned  that  if  I  wish  to  retain  my  old 
customers  and  gain  the  Goodwill  and  Con- 
fidence of  new  ones  1  must  supply  that  for 
which    they  ask.      Having    done    this,   I  can 
introduce  other  goods,  to  my  customers'  Satisfaction 
and  my  Profit,  but  should  1  hesitate  to  supply  that 
for   which    1    am    asked    or    endeavour    to  sell 
Substitute    I    should    lose    the    Confidence    of  my 
customers  who,  thinking  me  guilty  of  attempted  profit- 
snatching  would  go  to  my  competitor. 
Therefore  I  have  resolved  to  stock 

HlSURAX£>D 

Magnesia 


o-day  Bisurated  Magnesia  is  being  advertised  more 
extensively  than  ever  before  and  the  demand  is  increasiug 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  It  is  a  profitable  demand  and  sc 
eeisy  to  meet  because  customers  come  right  into  youi 
shop  prepared  to  buy  and  pay  for 


ISURATEB4MAGN  ESIA 


THE   ANTACID    THAT  CURES 


INDIGESTION  -  DYSPEPSIA  -  HEARTBURN  -  FLATULENCE  -  WIND -Ere. 


BISURATED    MAGNESIA    CAN    BE    OBTAINED    FROM    THE    PRINCIPAL    WHOLESALE    HOUSCS  /      >  m 

OR    DIRECT    FROM    THE    SOLE    DISTRIBUTORS    FOR    THE    UK, —  '  ||| 

The  International   Chemical   Co.,  Ltd.,     |  ^ 
7,  Wybert  Street,  Munster  Square,  London,  N.W.I. 


.JMiiiliiKfe^ 


 .'>y;;-.„....;iiC./, 


'I',  ■JWto.iilMuM 


The  Word"BI5URATED"is  a  Registered  Trade  Name 
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1918. 

EVANS  SONS  LESGHER  &  WEBB 


LTD. 


DIRECTORS : 

WILLIAM  PATERSON  EVANS 
(Chairman^ 
EDWARD  ALFRED  WEBB 

(Deputy  Chairnra-i) 
ALFRED  BICKERTON  EVANS 
JAMES  HERBERT  E.  EVANS 
THOMAS  EDWARD  LESCHER 
HAROLD  EDWARD  WEBB 
JOHN  NEVETT  EVANS 
KENNETH  W.  E  EVANS 
STEPHEN  FOSTER  WEBB 


QtViti  tfinx  3Bt5t  Wig|)fS 
for  a  llappg  anh 
^^rogprrou0  Prar 
to  all  tf)fir  jFrirnbg  in 
tf)r  Brug  Crabr. 


LIVERPOOL 

LONDON,  .»D  NEW  YORK  U.S.A. 
December  2dtli.  1917. 
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S.    MAW,    SON    8c    SONS,  LTD 

G.P.O.   Box   No.  54, 

7-12,  ALDERSGATE  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G.  1. 


Phone:  City  7. 
Prtnte  Branch  Exehanea 


Telegrams: 
Eleven  Cent  London. 


Cablegrams : 
Eleven,  London. 


♦th  AM 


^\nb  StTAf  F  Of; 

it^^o '^ous&  Of  Mav" 

q006  Wrs^&S  f  OR-  A. 

DGACG  -cro  ALL  t;t5&  W0Rt,6. 


\9i? 


HOURS  OF  BUSINESS:    8.30  a.m.-5.30  p.m.  CLOSE  AT  1   p.m.  SATURDAYS. 


12 
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1918 


THOMAS  TYRER  &  CO.,  LTD., 


STRATFORD,   E,  15, 


Telegrams:  "  Tyremicus,  Strat,  London.'' 


Telephone  (2  lines)  :  East  3729. 


PREPARATIONS  TO  ANY  PRACTICABLE  SPECIFICATION 
B.P  — B.P.C.-CODEX—GERMAN   OR  JAPANESE. 

Obtainable  from  Wholesale  Houses  or  Merchants. 


llJIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIi;^ 

I  ANESTHETICS  I 
I  BISMUTH  SALTS  I 
I    ETHERS  I 

=  iPure  and  Methylated)  e 

I  HYPOPHOSPHITES  I 

I  MERCURIALS  I 

I  PHOSPHORIC  ACID  | 

I  SCALE  I 

I        PREPARATIONS  | 

TrllllMllltllllllllllllirllllilltllllllllMlllltlllllllllllMlllllilllKlliitHiilllir 

ANALYTICAL  REAGENTS 

conforming  to  the  Standards  prescribed  by  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  and   the   Society   of   Public   Analysts.  u;^--^ 


Sterling 
Brand 

IS  A 
GUARANTEE. 


CHEMICALS 


ANALYSIS 

ANTIFOULERS 

ANTISEPTICS 

FIREPROOFING 

INCANDESCENCE 

INSECTICIDES 

PHARMACY 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SICCATIVES 

WATERPROOFING 


OUR  REPUTATION 


(IS 

%     Best  wishes  for  a  Prosperous  and  Happy  /[> 
i|j      New  Year  to  all  in  the  Chemical  Industry 
%  .  and  Pharmacy.  % 

Dec.  29th,  1917 


A'/ 

/it 


YOUR  GUARANTEE 
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ROYAL  VINOLIA 
TALCUM  POWDER. 

nPHIS  specially  prepared  Talcum 
*  Powder  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  Medical  and 
Nursing  Professions.  It  is  largely 
advertised  in  the  Medical  Press, 
and  Pharmacists  should  see  that 
they  stock  supplies  to  meet  all 
requirements. 

Like  all  preparations  that  bear  the  name  of 
"  Vinolia,"  Royal  VinoHa  Talcum  Powder  is 
recognized  to  be  the  best  of  its  kind.  It  has 
a  ready  sale  and  yields  a  substantial  profit. 
The  special  method  of  packing  makes  it 
most  convenient  and  economical  to  use. 

A  MOST  ATTRACTIVE  AND  RELIABLE  LINE. 

In  Drums  with  Sieve  Tops,  1/- 
In  Dredger  Tins,  lOd.  &  1/3. 

The  following  Varieties  are  also  supplied  in  medium-sized  Dredger 
Tin^,  lOd.  each. 
Vinolia  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  Talcum  Powder. 
Vinolia  Liril  Violettes  de  Parme  Talcum  Powder. 
Vinolia  Wild  Geranium  Talcum  Powder. 
Vinolia  Lotus  Talcum  Powder. 
Vinolia  Irish  Poppy  Talcum  Powder. 

VINOLIA    COMPANY    LIMITED,    LONDON    -  PARIS. 

p.  V  319-29 
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ETABUSSlplMENTS  CHATELAIN, 


2    £   2  bis    RUE    DE    VALENCIENNES,  PARIS. 
Solo  Manufacturers  of 


JUBOL. 

RE-EDUCATION   OF  THE 
INTESTINE. 

flnartnalioB,  Bnterids,  Hnmorrholds, 
bMi^estioD,  BIda  Blemishes,  eto. 

Price  SI-  per  boi. 

GLOBEOL 

POWERFUL  BLOOD  TONIC 

Annmia,  Nervous  Bzhaustion,  Qenerkl 
Debility,  Tuberculosis  Convalescence, 
etc. 

Price  SI-  per  bottle. 

PAGEOL 

POWERFUL  URINARY 
ANTISEPTIC. 
Cyitdtii,   PnMUUtia,    Oatarrb   or  the 
Bladder,  Banal   Taberooloais,  etc.,  elo. 

Price  5/-  and  11/-  per  box. 

JUBOLITOIRES. 

SCIENTIFIC  SUPPOSITORIES. 

WMMiirilMwda,  Reotitia,  Anal  Fistala,  ato. 
>ati  ImiiiMHiliriLiii.  Sedative,  Decongeating. 

Price  SI-  per  box. 

URODONAL 

POWERFUL  URIC  ACID 
SOLVENT. 

Rheumatism,  Oout,  Arteric-floleroeii, 
Stones,  Gravel,  Sciatica,  Neuralgia,  and 
all  Uric  Acid  disorders 
Price  5/-  and  12/-  per  bottle. 

1  .  . 

VAMIANINE 

New  Soientifio  Preparation  for 
Chronio     Skin    AHections,  Paoriaala, 
Elosema,  Acne,  etc. 

Price  11/-  per  bottle. 

SINUBERASE. 

SCIENTIFIC    PREPARATION  OF 
'               LACTIC  FERMBNTS. 
;         Indicated  in  Intestinal  Disorders, 
^    Djaentefy,  Diarrbcsa,  Dyspepsia,  Enteritis, 

Tygboid,  Skin  Eruptions,  etc.,  etc. 
'                    Price  5/-  per  bottle. 

FANOORINE 

Metrorrhagia.  Dysmenorrbcea,  L.actatioQ,  Pains, 
etc,  etc. 
Price  5/-  and  11/-  per  bottle. 

GYRALDOSE. 

Anti'ieptk  (or  local  Gynaecol og'ical  iis*. 
Price  4/-  per  box  (powder} 
„     5/-      M  (tablets) 

FILUDINE 

SPECIFIC  FOR  THE  LIVER. 
Malaria,  Diabatea,  Cirrhosis,  Sluggish 
Eiiver,  Tubercaloais,  eto, 

Price  11/-  per  bottle. 

^.MB^MBBg   ■  ^  BRITISH  AND  COLONIAL  AGENTS— 

liEPP CLLS,  Pharmacists  &  Foreign  Chemists,  164,  Piccadilly, LONDON, 

Telegrams:  URODONAL.  LONDON.        Telephone:  Retfent  192.  W  t 

Stodkott  by  all  Wholesalers,    Now  being  largely  attvertlseti.  ff  •  1 


COD  LIVER  OIL 

EMULSION. 


CUPAL,  LTD.,  IS  becoming  more  and  more  as 
-  the  years  go  by  the  Headquarters  for  EMULSION. 
Several  of  our  representatives  are  now  serving 
in  the  Forces.   We  shall  much  esteem  your  enquiries 
and  orders  direct:  same  will  have  our  prompt  attention. 

CUPAL,    LTD.,  BLACKBURN. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO 
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^  4^ro5perou5  1918! 

^Ensure  prosperity  in  1918  by 
Stocking  "  ^^gina"  Sl)avin9  Stick. 

To  the  CHEMIST  &  PHARMACIST 

Price's 
"REGINA"  SHAVING  STICK 


means 


Steady  demand, 
Attractive  profits, 
Arresting  publicity. 


I',  for  6* ! 


In  addition  to  its  merits  as 
a  high- class  product,  the  profit 
on  "Regina  '  Shaving  Stick 
is  an  attractive  proposition. 

For  it  costs  you  6d. 
and  retails  at  Is. 

Send  a  card  to-day  for  sample 
and  judge  of  its  merits. 
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LIST   OF   SPECIAL  LINES. 

A  Useful   Reference  Index  for  Pharmacists,  Agents.   Shippers,  &c. 

Terms  for  insertion  will  be  supplied  on  application,  by  the  Publishers,  150,  Holborn,  London,  EX.  1. 


AE BATED  WATEBS:— 
Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

MTHEBS,  Anhydrous,  Compound,  Ozo- 
nic,  &c.  Speciality  list  on  application: 
— O.  Wallis&Co.,  Ltd.  (late  Bobbins), 
16,  Cross  St.,  Hatton  Garden,  E.G. 

AMMONIA  880  PVBE :— Brown  and 
Blackburn,  Thongsbridge,  Huddersfleld. 

AitMONIA  [CARBONATE]:— 
Western  Chemical  Co.,  Greenock, 
Scotland.  Sole  Makers  "Thistle"  Brand 
(Beg.). 

BOTTLE  CAPS :— Viscose  Co. 

BOVAL  TBADE  'MARK  GOODS:— 
Woolley,  Scms  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester. 

BOXES     (CARDBOABD),  ROUND, 
SQUARE,  AND  COLLAPSIBLE: 
Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Chesterfield. 

BOX'S  PILLS 

Save  Doctors'  Bills. 

BBUSHWARE:  — 
H.  A.  Wanklyn,  17,  Manchester  Ave., 
E.C.I.    Specialty  C.H.  Brashes. 

CACHETS :— Cooper,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd.  • 

CAPSULES,  MEDICINAL  :— 

Dnncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  104,  106,  and 
108,  South  Canongate,  Edinburgh. 

Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester, 

CARBONIC  ACID  GAS:— 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Co.,  Lea  Bridge, 
Clapton,  N.E. 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Co.,  Ancoats,  Man- 
chester. 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Co.   Low  Elswiok, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
CASEIN  FOODS:— 

British  Casein  Co.,  Ltd.,  21,  Gt.  Dover 

Street,  S.E. 
Casein,  Ltd.,  Battersea,  S.W. 

OEREGEN:— John  Bell  Hills  &  Luoas, 
Ltd.,  Tower  Bridge  Road,  S.E.  1. 

CHALK,  PRECIPITATED:— 
Levei-more,  A.,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  8,  Gt.  St. 
Helens,  E.G. 
CHLOROFORM  :— 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
COD  LIVER  OIL  :— 
Finest  Norwegian  non-freezing,  "  Isco  " 
Brand,     Isaac      Spencer     &  Co. 
(Aberdeen),  Ltd.,  Aberdeen, 

OOMPIIESSED  TABLETS:— 
Brook  Parker  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bradford. 

OONFELLAX  :— 
Adeliciite  confection.  Laxative.  Evans, 
Qadd  &  Co..  Ltd.,  Bristol  and  Exeter. 
London  Office,  61,  Cheapside,  E.C.  2. 

CORKS:— 
Viscose  Development  Co.,  Ltd. 
( Snbstitu ting  Rubber . ) 

DISINFECTANTS,  LIQ  UID  SOAPS  :— 
Wm.  Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted. 

UOOMO  AIR  SHIP  FLY  BAND  (wide 
baudi: — Jno.  H.  Smith  &  Co., 
Newark-on-Trent. 

DRIED  MILK  :— 
Casein,  Ltd.,  Battersea,  S.W. 
West  Surrey  Central  Dairy  Co.,  Guild- 
ford. 

BOITWICH  BBINE  CRYSTALS:— 
Weeton  &  WeetftU,  Ltd.,  16,  Eastchesp, 
London,  E.C. 


EMULSION   OF   COD   LIVER  OIL 
AND  HYPOPHOSPHl  TES  :— 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  174  to  176, 
Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  London, 
S.E. 

Lloyd,  T.  Howard  &  Co. 
ENVELOPES:— Barall  Bros.,  Wisbech. 
FEEDING  BOTTLES  (The"Hygienio" 
and  other  varieties):  — 

Shirley  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Rockingham  St., 
London,  S.E. 
FEBMANGLOBIN : —Sqaire  &  Sons, 

Ltd.,  413,  Oxford  St.,  London. 
FEBOCAL  :—Sqniie  &,  Sons,  Ltd..  413, 

Oxford  St.,  London. 
FER00ALETTES:  —  Sqmr6    &  Sons, 

Ltd.,  413,  Oxford  St.,  London. 
FILTERS:  — 

Slack  &  Brownlow,  Gorton,  Manchester, 

Manufacturers    of    the  world  -  famed 

"Brownlow"  filters  wherein  water  is 

filtered  through    cylinders  of  porous 

porcelain. 

FLYODOOMO,  STICKY  FLY 
PAPERS:— Jno.  H.  Smith  &  Co., 
Newark-on-Trent. 

FLY  PAPERS,  CHEMICAL  (estab- 
lished 60  years). — Wm.  Mather,  Ltd., 
Dyer  St.,  Manchester. 

FOODS:— Casein,  Ltd.,  Battersea,  S.W. 

GARDNER'S  PATENT  RAPID 
SIFTERS  AND  MIXERS,  for  drugs, 
chemicals,  sugars,  and  aU  kinds  of 
powders  : — Wm.  Gardner  &  Sons  (Glou- 
cester), Ltd.,  Engineers  and  Specialists, 
Gloucester. 

GELATINES  :—PTesoott  &  Co.,  Oswald 
St.,  Hulme,  Manchester. 

GLYCEREX:  — 
Emollient  for  face  and  hands,.  Evans, 
Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol  and  Exeter. 
London  Office,  61,  Cheapside,  E.C.  2. 

GLYCERIN SUBSTIT.  (ToUet);— J.Bell 
Hills &Luca8,  Ltd.,  Tower  Br.  Rd.,  S.E.I 

GLYPHOCAL  .—Squire  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
413,  Oxford  St.,  London. 

HEBBS  AND  CBUDE  DRUGS:— 
Brook  Parker  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bradford. 
Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.,  Artillery  Lane, 
London,  E.  1. 

KASENA:—S<\-a.ire  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  413, 
Oxford  St.,  London. 

"KRYSYL"  AND  "  PINESYL"  (lAeaX 
Disinfectants) : — Baiss  Bros.  &  Co. ,  Ltd. , 
174  to  176,  Grange  Rd.,  Bermondsey, 
S.E. 

LABEL  TAGS:— Bur a,\\  Bros.,  Wisbech. 
LIQUORICE    AND  MENTHOL 

PELLETS,  The  Original:— 

Jacksbn,  Ernest,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crediton, 

Devon,  and  Plantain  Place,  Crosby  Row, 

Borough,  S.E. 
LOSALL'S    SALT  sells    freely,  large 

protected  profit ;  tins  retail  9d.  and  Is.  6d. 

Dottles  Is.  6d. — Lofthouse  &  Saltmer, 

Ltd.,  HuU. 
LOZENGES,  MEDICATED:— 

Cartwright,  W.  B.,Ltd.,  Rawdon. 

Gibson,  R.,  &Sons,  Ltd. 

Jackson,  Ernest,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crediton, 

Devon. 
LTSOL  (GADD):- 

Makes  a  clear  Solution.    Evans,  Gadd 

&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol  and  Exeter. 
London  Office,  61,  Cheapside,  E.C.  2. 
MALTOGLOBIN  :—S,(imre  &  Sons,  Ltd., 

413.  Oxford  St.,  London. 
MABKING  INK  {NIGRINE):— 

Mather,  William,  Ltd.,  Dyer  Street, 
Manchester. 


MOVOL  REMOVES  IRONMOULD:— 

W.  Edge  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Bolton. 
OXYGEN  :— 

British  Oxygen  Co.,  Ltd. 

Lea  &  Son,  Oxygen  Works,  Runoom. 
PARAFFINUM  LIQUIDUM:— 

Sterns,  Ltd.,  Finsbury  Square,  London; 
E.C.    Trade  only. 
PERFUMERY  :— 

Lescol  Perfumery  Co.,  George  Street, 
Camberwell  Green,  S.E. 

PEROXIDE    OF    HYDROGEN:  —  B. 

Laporte,  Ltd.,  Park  Street  Ohemioal 

Works,  Luton. 
PETROLEUM  JELLY:— 

Sterns,  Ltd.,  Finsbury  Square,  London, 
E.C.    Trade  only. 

PHARMACEUTICAL    MACHINERY  : 
Muirhead,  J.  A.,  Engineer,  Tadoaater. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  CHEMICALS:— 
Harrington  Bros.,    Ltd.,   4,  Oliver's 
Yard,  E.G. 

PILLS  AND  COMPRESSED  DBUOS  .'. 
Cartwright,  W.  B.,Ltd.,  Rawdon. 
Cox,  A.  H.,  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Wand  Manufacturing  Co.,  Leicester. 

PLASTERS,  PHARMACEUTIOAL 
AND  SURGICAL:— 
Mather,  William,  Ltd.,  Dyer  Street, 

Manchester. 

POWDER  PUFFS, - 
Peace  Pillow  Co.  17,  Manchester  Ave.^ 
E.C.I.    T  N.  Holborn  2553. 

PRICING  TICKETS  AND  TAGS  :— 
Burall  Bros.,  Wisbech. 

BAT  EXTERMINATORS:— 

Danysz  Vims,  52,  Leadenhall  St.,  B.C. 
SANTAL    PERLES,  "OTHNIEL" 
BBAND:— 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  174  to  176, 
Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

SEALING-WAX  SUBSTITUTE:— 
Ebor  Parcel  Seals,  W.  Sessions,  York, 

SHA  VING  STICKS  AND  SOAPS:— 
Stokes,  Ltd.,  Lower  Castle,  Bristol. 

STONE  BOTTLES  AND  JABS:— 
Price,  Powell  &  Co.,  Potteries,  Bristol. 

TIN  BOXES  (Over  300  stock  wordings).. 

Special  djsigns  produced.  Shirley  Bros., 

Ltd.,  Rockingham  St.,  London,  S.E. 
VACCINES:— 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
VANISHING  CBEAMS  .—  Stokes.  Ltd., 

Desk  7,  Lower  Castle,  Bristol. 
VEBMIN  KILLER:— 

Ratin  Laboratory. 
VERTROY  VERMIN  KILLER  :- 

W.  Edge  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Bolton. 

VITAMOGEN  ;— Vitamine  Tonio  Pood. 

Vitamosen  Ltd.,  24,  Holborn,  E.G.  1, 
WEED  KILLER   "  ACME"  :— 
Quassia    Chips,    Garden  Gheroioals, 
Acme  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  Tonbridge, 
Kent;  River  St.,  Bolton,  Lanos. 

ZINC     OXIDE  "OTHNIEL" 
BRAND:— 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  174  to  178^ 
Grange  Rd.,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 
ZINC  OXIDE  -PUBISS,"  99-8  %  :— 
H,E  Stevenson  &  Co.,  122  Great  Sufi 
Street,  S.E. 
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ASPIRIN  TABLETS. 

ENGLISH    ASPIRIN  ONLY. 

Each  tablet  contains   5   grs.  B.P.  Aspirin  of  the  well-known   make    of  Pierson,  Morrell  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

25's,  6/-  per  doz. ;  lOO's,  20/-  per  doz. ;  1000, 1 5/- 

With  own  name  and  address  if  desired.       A  selection  of  30  varieties  of  Labels. 

We  invite  comparison  of  these  Tablets  with  those  of  other  manufacturers. 

Chemically  :— The  melting  point  of  the  Aspirin. 

The  amount  of  free  Acid  present,  if  any. 

Physically  : —  The  time  required  for  disintegration. 

The  uniformity  in  weight  and  size. 

The  "  finish  "  of  the  Tablets,  surface,  edges,  etc. 

Generally  : —  The  amount  of  Aspirin  in  each  Tablet. 
The  selection  of  Labels  offered. 

If  packed  as  own  proprietary  with  "  name  and  address." 

We  take  it  that  the  above  are  the.  "things  that  matter"  from  the  Pharmacist's  point  of  view,  in  comparison 
with  which  a  few  pence  more  or  less  on  the  dozen  is  of  very  little  moment. 

SAMPLES   FREE    ON  APPLICATION. 

EXPORT  ORDERS. — These  must  always  be  accompanie  1  by  a  Draft,  payable  in  London  against 
documents,  to  cover  cost  of  goods  ordered  plus  an  approximate  amount  for  packing,  carriage 
and  insurance  ;  any  difference  can  be  adjusted  afterwards.  Small  orders  are  best  and  quickest 
sent  by  Parcels  Post  in  packages  of  1 1  lbs.  each. 

H.  &  T.  KIRBY  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Belton  Road,  WiHesdea  Green,  LoEdon,  N.  W.2, 


Hopkin 


and 


Williams, 

Limited, 

1 6,  Cross  Street, 
Hatton  Garden, 

London,  E,C.  i. 


Telegrams  ; 
'Cerium,  London." 


Telephone : 
604  Holbopn. 


Works:  llford,  Essex. 


Manufacturers  of 

Pure  Chemicals  and 
Chemical  Preparations 
for  Dispensing. 


Guaranteed  Chemical  Reagents 

for  ANALYSIS  and  RESEARCH. 

Made  and  supplied  to  standards  and  specifications 
described  in  the  recent  publication, 

"Analytical  Reagents: 

standards  and  Tests." 

Compiled  by 

EDMUND  WHITE,  B.Sc.  (Lond.).  F.I.C. 

Now  out  of  print.  NEW  EDITION  in  the 
press,  particulars  of  which  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

HOPKIN  &  WILLIAMS,  LTD. 
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The  FRENCH  Natural  Mineral  Water. 

Property  of  the  French  Government. 

DISORDERS  OF  THE  LIVER, 

GOUT, 

DIABETES,   RHEUMATISM,    GRAVEL,  &o. 

VICHY-ETAT  PASTILLES. 

Two  or  three  Pastilles  after  eaoh  meal  facilitate  digestion, 


CAUTION.— Each  bottle  from  the  STATE  SPRINGS  b^arm  i 
nook  Iab9l  with  th9  word  "VICHY-ETAT"  and  thm  namt 
of  tho  SOLE  AGENTS— 

INGRAM    &   ROYLE,  Ltd., 

Bangor    Wharf,    45,    Belvedere    Road,    London,    8.E.,    and  at 
LIVERPOOL   and  BRISTOL. 


FACTUM. 

.  OF 


MORPHINE  CODEINE 


AND  ALL  OPIUM  PRODUCTS. 


CAFFE1NL 
CANTHARIDIN. 
EMETINE. 
SALICIN. 
STRYCHNINE. 
THEOBROMINL 


CHLOROFORM,  purity 

and  STABILITY  are  of  the  first  im- 
portance with  this  article.  Our  long 
experience  enables  us  to  produce  an 
anaesthetic  CHLOROFORM  of  reliable 
and  standard  composition  answering 
the  tests  of  all  pharmacopoeias. 


Blandrield  Wopfcs, 
EDINBURGH. 


25,  Christopher  Street 

(Neap  Finsbupy  Squape>, 

LONDON,  E.G. 


ALOIN. 
CAPSICIN. 
GINGERIN. 
PODOPHYLUN. 
SCAMMONY  and 
JALAP  RESINS. 


37,  Washington  Street. 
GLASGOW. 
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HEN  we  wish  you  would  use  MITCHELL'S  PYRAMID 
CORKS,  it's  just  another  way  of  wishing  you  a  Bright  and 
Prosperous  1918,  for 

MitchelFs   Pyramid  Corks 

mark   out    the    pathway   of   success   in   that    they    carry   a   dignity  of 
their  own,  and  bring  satisfaction  to  Chemist  and  Customer  ahke. 

For    1918   depend    on    the    assistance    of    MITCHELL'S  PYRAMID 
CORKS,  and  your  confidence  will  not  be  misplaced.     Write  away  note. 

N.  W.  MITCHELL  &  SONS,  LTD. 

The  Cork  Firm*'  Bouchon  Works,  Limehouse,  E.14. 


VAPORISERS 

FREE 


,  .^Sj,^  VAPORISERS 

^  FREE 


With  our  new  Britith  Throathoat 
Vmporific  Medicinal  Preparation. 
In  view  of  thii  very  popular 
featnre,  coupled  with  I  he  excellence 
of  the  praducf,  our  adTertisint  will 
o-eate  a  lar{e  public  demand  this 
wiater.  No  expente  wiU  be  spared 
to  niake  the  product  known. 


Registered 


Trade  Mark. 


A  Reliable  and  Rapid  Cure  for 
ASTHMA. 
WHOOPING-COUGH. 
SPASMODIC  CROUP. 
CATARRH,  COLDS. 
SORE  THROAT. 
BRONCHO  ■  f-NEUMONIA. 
BRONCHITIS. 
SCARLET  FEVER, 
and  MEASLES. 


RETAIL   SELLING   PRICES  : 
2oz.  Bottle,  1/1^;  4oz.  Bottle,  2  -;  16oz.  Bottle,  6/- 
(Inoluding  free  Vaporiser  with  each  bottle). 

The  "  get-up  "  of  the  package  and  literature  is  most  attractive  and  dignified. 
EXCELLENT    TERMS    TO    THE  TFtADE. 


We  are  prepared  to  make  special  arrangements  with  one  leading  chemist  in  each  ^ 
town  (doing  wholesale  trade  preferred),  to  act  as  local  distributing  agent.  s 

THE  COAITbY-PRODUCTS  COMPANY,  I 

HOLBORN  HOUSE,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C.  1.  ■ 


Telefjrams     "Cobyproco,  Westcent.  London." 


Telephone  :  Holborn  983. 
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Petrol 


eum 


Jelly 


W6tte,  Yeffow.  AmBer,  id  RuBy 
Red,  for  a/f  PBarniaceuticaf 
and   Veterinary  purposes. 


MEADE-KING,  ROBINSON  ®  CO.  LIMITED.  1 

LIVERPOOL.   ■■   MANCHESTER.  S 


Offer  100%  Profit  Ensured  and  Protected  (P^T.A.) 

for  sellers  of 

LAURENCE'S  HAIR  DYES 

One  solution,  nine  shades. 
A  ftrst-claaa  article  with  an  excellent  demand,  created  entirety 
en  Ita  own  merits,  and  carrying  a  first-class  profit. 
B1b«.  jflnlmnm  retail.    Minimnm  wholesale. 

1/.  x\.  Tie 

xm  1/8  »/. 

s/a  a/3  is/- 

S/«  3/3  2L/« 

SrSCIAL  BONUS.— Bayeri  of  3  doz.  bottle*  rcceire  3  b*ttlM 
Cratii  (may  be  auorted  and  any  size). 
D*.       6  dox.  do.  8  bottles  iratU. 

Do.     12  dox.  do.  18  bottles  (ratis. 

B^ahralemt  ia  the  case  of  the  size  in  mott  general  deasaaJ, 
▼ix.^  L/6  size,  t*  4/6,  121-  and  271-  reapectirely. 


per  dos., 
less  5% 

discount. 


SOLM  PROPRIETORS, 

O.  p.  HABKEB.  STAGG  &  MORGAN,  Ltd,, 
D«w*n  Wharf.  Emmott  Street,  Mile  End,  London,  E. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  PEPTONE. 


BRAND. 

■  EUPEPTON"  Bacterioliigical  Peptone  is  specially  manu- 
factured for  use  as  a  nutritive  medium,  and  is  employed  in 
most  of  the  large  liborator.es. 


SAMPLE  A\0  PRICE  OS  APPLICATION 


ALLEN  &  H  ANBURYS,  Ltd..  LONDON. 


Cilv  House  : 

.w,  "LOMBARD  <■'!■    1.  C 


M'est  End  House: 

7.  VERt  -TREET.  W  1. 


CASEIN 

(ALIMENTARY    &  INDUSTRIAL). 

MILK  POWDER. 
MILK  SUGAR. 


NIEUWHOF,  SURiE  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

OFFICES  : 

5.    Lloyd  s    Avenue,    London,   E.G.  3. 
WORKS  : 

9.     Aldgate    Avenue.    London,     E.  \. 

Telephones         -       .  •       AVENUE  34  k  35. 

Telegraphic  Address    ■'  SlifilCODON.  FEN.,  LONDON." 


\ 
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The  NORWICH 


GREPE^  BANDAGE  J 

SOPERIOR  ENGLISH  M\NUFASTURE. 

Extreaiely  fUst  cbnt  cont  ins  no  rubber, 
FAST  WOVEN  EDGES.  ~ 

Invaluible  for  all  binding  purposes. 
Entirely  displaces  bandages  of 
rubber  and  e'asiic  web.  Consider- 
ably more  durable,  al  hough  less 
than  one-third  the  cost  of  rubber 
or  elastic  web.  Varicose  Veins  ami 
other  ailments  requiring  the  use  of 
bindages  usually  demand  ■^■a:mth 
as  well  as  support.  The  Norwich 
C.tpe  Bindajies,  containin»  wool, 
provide  this  warmth  and  do  n  >t 
absorb  grease.  May  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  by  the  use  of  hnt  (not 
boiling)  soapy  water,  with  the 
addition  o'  a  1  ttle  ammonia  or  soda. 
Healthy  ^nd  co  i.fortable  to  wear, 
giving  the  necessary  firm-^ess,  yet 
yeldini  to  every  movement.  Self- 
clinging  and  self-adjusting 

THE    BANDAGE  THAT 
CAN  BE  STcRILIZEO. 
IMPOSTANT.— The  edges  will  not  fray  out  ror  ravel. 
Ma and  supplied  :othe  leading  wholesale  houses,  neatly 
wrapped  in  labelled  package';.  Inexpensive  &  high  ;n  quality  : 
univers.^lly  commended  by  1  he  medical  and  nursing  profes- 
sions. Send  for  prices  ind  samples  to  the  sole  manuf  icturers. 
THE   NORWICH  CRAPE  CO  (1856).  LTD., 
St.  Augustine's  Silk  Mills,  Norwich,  Eng. 

/o  d>n  bttyrt  can  oht-iitt  samples  and  prtc  s  /rout  '/ T. 
ha^aiasy,  I.OH  'on  n p'C ientat.w,  7.  tyool  f.xchan^e  .'-.C.2. 

Provincial  S.  liing  A.?ent5  :— Mes-rs.  Frfksf.  &  .Moon. 
59,  He-nioii  Ui-v  Street,  [.crlnn,  S,E.  i. 


'  /rV  the  crcatcst  comfoi . 
n  lit:  world  for .  7  •  ri  cai< 
0/  l''arit:ose  I-\it  ." 


DANYSZ 
VIRUS 


on  the  P.A.T.A.  LIST. 


Retail  Prices 

2/- 
5/- 


PER 
SINGLE  TUBE 


FOR 
THREE  TUBES. 


LEAVE  YOU  A 

PROFIT  of 

75%-  50% 

RESPECTIVELY. 

LIQUID  VIRUS  for  large 
applications  at  61-  per  quart 
bottle,  making  about  5  lb. 
of  bait. 


SHOWCARDS.— Dummy    Boxes.  Clockwork 
Cats  for  Window  Display,  Circulars,  Postcards, 
&c.,  on  application. 

Throagh  yonr  WhoieMale  Houst.  or  direct  from 

DANYSZ    VIRUS,  LTD., 

(Dept  G  A).  52,  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON.  E.G. 


SHIELDS  &  RAMSAY,  LTD., 


SULPHATE  OF  AMMONIA. 
TAR  FOR  ROAD  MAKING. 
PITCH     FOR  BRIQUETTE 
MAKING. 


EXPORTERS  of 

PITCH  FOR  ROOFING,  &c. 
ANTHRACENE  OIL. 
CARBOLINEUM. 
NAPHTALINE. 


104,  West  George  St., 
GLASGOW. 


BENZOLE. 
BENZINE. 

CARBOLIC  and  CKESYLIC 
ACID. 


High  Boiling  Point  Acids  and  all  other  Coal  Tar  Products. 
FUEL  OIL  in  BULK  as  supplied  to  the  BRITISH  NAVY. 
STOCKS  held  at  various  Ports  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Manaf/ers  for  British  Creosote  Co.,  Lttf. 
OIL     for    Preserving   Timber    supplied    in    bulk    from    Stocks  held 
Grangemouth,   Middlesbro',   Hull   and  Manchester. 
CARGOES    of  any  size  up  to  8,0  00  tons  can   be  loaded   at  short  notice. 


CREOSOTE 


at 


TECHNICAL. 


Teieph  ne  N».: 

Wn  Londo*  Wall 
O^our  Une4 


STERNS,  LTD., 


Royal  Ltndon  House, 
Finsbury  S.  uare,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Tch  flraphic  Address  : 
CENTUMVIR. 
LONDON." 


/' 
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LEEDS  COllECE  OF  PHARMACY. 


CX^ARENDON    ROAD,  IMBEDS. 


Principal 


F.  PILKINQTON  SARGEANT. 


Thii  College  ii  one  of  the  be»t  equipped  in  the  oountir. 
Separate  rooms  for  Lady  Student*. 
The  Pa»s  List  is  aboTe  the  average. 
The  Tuition  is  individual. 

Students  receive  the  personal  attention  of  the  Principal. 
Backward  Students  receive  special  help. 
The  fees  are  moderate  and  inclusive. 
The  cost  of  living  in  Leeds  is  comparatively  low. 
Apartments  are  found  for  prospective  Students. 

PROSPECTUS.   &C.,   ON  APPLICATION.   


Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy. 

PBfNOiPAL:  H.  HUMPHREYS!       Recommended  by  the 

JONES,  Ph.C,  P.C.S.       1  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

MINOR  COURSE  for  April  Exam. 

will  coniTience  on  January  2nd. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL  COURSE  Jan.  31 

TUITION  is  PERSONAL, 
PRACTICAL  &Up-to-Date. 

PART  TIME  CLASSES  are  heldoi  TUESDAYS  &  WEDNESDAYS, 
From       lO  p.m. 
Full  narticulars  from  the  Pfincioa',  18,  Colquitt  St.  L'v'roiol. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  FOR 
PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS. 


The  College  of  Preceptors  holds  Preliminary  Examinations 
in  March,  June,  September,  and  December.  All  the  Examina 
tions  are  held  in  London,  Birmingham,  Blackburn,  Bristol 
Cardiff,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Liverpool,  Manchester 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  Nottingham.  For  the  June  and  Decern 
ber  Examinations  there  are  other  centres,  including  Aberdeen 
Blackpool,  Brighton,  Carmarthen,  Cheltenham,  Croydon 
Exeter,  Margate,  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  Sheffield,  South 
ampton,  Bouthport,  Sunderland,  Weston-super-Mare,  and  York 
For  Regulations,  apply  to  the  Secretary,  College  of  Preceptors 
Bloomsbury  Square.  London.  W.C 


To  PHARMACEUTICAL 


Expert  Tuition  by  Corresponr'ence 


for 


  STUDENTS. 

MATRICULATION, 
PHARMACEUTICAL,  MEDICAL 

and  other  Preliminary  Evaminations. 

Also  for  B.A.  and  B.Sc. 

A  thoroughly  individual  system  ensuring  to  each  student  the 
oloseet  care  and  attention.  Single  sphjectsmay  betaken  if  desired. 

Per  Prospectus,  Testimonialn,  &c.,  address  : — 

Mr.  J.  CHARLESTON,  B.A.  (Hons.  Oxon.  and  Lond.) 

BURLINGTON  CORRESPONDENCE  COLLEGE, 

14,  ELSHAM  ROAD,  KENSINGTON,  W.  14. 


Charing  Gross  Hospital 
Medical  School 

(UNIVERSITY   OF  LONDON). 


COMPLETE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  MEDICAL  CURRICULUM. 


OPEN  TO  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
STUDENTS  ON  EQUAL  TERMS. 


For  prospectus  and  full  information  apply 
personally  or  by  letter  to  the  Dean. 

W.  J.  FENTON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 

Medical  College, 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London,  W.C.  2. 


WILLS'  UNIVERSAL  POSTAL  SYSTEM 

For  the  MAJOR  MINOR,  PRELIMINARY  and  APOTHECARIES'  HALL    FEE,  £1  Is. 
OPINIONS    OF    THE  PRES^. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL. 

"  Wills'  Universal  Postal  System  provides  a  complete  course  ol  100  lessons  for  home  students. 

CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST. 

"  Wills'  Universal  Postal  System  is  really  world-wide,  for  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  190,  Clap:.am  Road,  London,!  W.,  the  onginator,  has  eitcnded 
it  to  cover  all  pharmaceutical  examinations  in  the  British  Empire  at  an  inclusive  fee  of  one  guinea,  apart  torn  postage.  The  idea  on  which 
this  system  is  based  is  to  arrange  for  each  student  his  course  of  study,  and  to  provide  him  generally  with  the  nfcessary  knowledge. 

BRITISH   AND  COLONIAL  DRUGGIST.  \ 

"Students  who  are  unable  to  attend  a  school  of  pharmacy  will  find  WiUs'  Universal  Postal  System  a  usefulmeans  of  obtaining  a  thorough 
grounding  in  the  required  subjects."  1 

For  Prospectus   apply   The   Principals,    Westminster  College,    190,    Claphait   Road,   S.W.  9. 
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m      By  Specifying 


ENSURE  HE  QUALITY  OF  YOUR 
ASPIRIN  /ND  ASPIRIN  TABLETS 


ASPIRIN 


(P.,  M.  &  Co.)  m 


ITNBBANDED  Aspirin  of  doubtful  orin  is  fre 
quently  not  of  P.P.  quality  or  bely  com- 
pl  es  \vi;h  B  P.  requirements. 
AL'R  long  experience  in  manufacturing  spirin  and 
our  large  andeverincreaslngsalesjiifyusinre- 
commending  unhesitatingly  our  ind  to  those 
who  consider  quality  and  theireputation- 
UALITV.— In  /  spirin  (P..  M.  &  Co^he  highest 
qualitv  obtainable  is  to  be  founc  Its  appear- 
ance is  perfect  and  its  purity  eceds  official 
requirements. 


I^HERAPEL'TIC  VALUE. 

from    Salicylic  Acid 


Q 


By  its  absolute  freedom 
and  all  impurities 
Aspirin  (P.  ,M  &Co.)  exhibits  Acetylsalicylic 
Acid  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  therapeutic 
activity. 

QUfi  TABLETS  are  made  by  an  old-established 
firm  of  tablet  makers  and  are  noted  for 
their  purity  and  rapid  disintegration  when 
swallowed. 

pRICE. — Our  price  meets  every  competition. 


ORDEE^OM  YOUR  WHOLESALER  OR  DIRECT  FROM— 

Contractors  to  the 
War  Office. 


PIERSON,  MORREL  &  CO.,  Ltd, 


NEW  BARRET. 


anaiii 


IsjEPlNTHE. 


(Elirht  Ciine*  the  sfng^le  streng^th)  (or  hypodermic  injectiOl 
In    1-oz.  Bot^fties* 

IN  FOUR  STRENGTHS. 
Hqutvalent  to  |,  i,  i,  aod  i  grain  Morphia. 


the:  safest  i5^^j(ei«  i»e^jei»aration  of  opixji^ 

GLYCEROLS   OF   NBENTi^B '  ' 

NEPENTHE  ifPPO^TdRIES 

n.  r^'rA  •<  njfPfNTHf  ••  la  re^istarfO'^^''  Trade  M»-k  .Act,  and  Is  the  eiolaaive  property  of  Ferris  and  Company,  Ltd.  We  h»T8  from 
ine  wora     nrcr-cfr  i  nc     ■>  <=8       ^  Courta  bj  wl,-'oh  Defendants  were  perpetually  restrained  from  dispensiag,  selling,  or  supplying 

.  ,^       .    -1ical  preparation  not  prepared  by  us,  and  from  in  any  mannsr 

ts  of  the  actions.    The  Trade  are  respeottully  warned  against  any 
y  resembling  it  as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive,  and  also  againal 
aUpensing  any  but  "  Ferris  4  Co.'s  -  prep,.-""-        - -  in  a  prescription. 

FERRI    ^    CO.,    LTO.,  BRISToi^. 
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CHEMISTS'  PHOTOGRAPHER 

All  kinds  of  Professional  Photographic 
Work.  High-Class  Enlargements  and 
Miniatures.  Fifty  Years'  Experience. 
Prompt  Attention.  Price  List  Free  on 
Demand.    Enquiries  Invited. 

M.  FRY,  I'^alv  5.  Hi«hhurv  firnvA.  lonrtftn  N 


WRINKLES 

ABSOLUTELY  REMOVED  by 


Tmrm»  on 
mpplication. 


ovo 


Paek«a  m 

Dainty 
Doulton  P«ts  whiefa 
retail  at  3/9  each. 


The  THAMES  OH«;MICaL  C".,IM    19.  Nor'olU  St..  STR«!iO.  W.C 


"VEPTO  interferes  with  none  of  your  Dental  pre- 
^  parations.  Tlie  pencil  is  used  in  conjunction  with 
your  own  dentifrice.  In  addition  therefore  to  being 
a  smartly  packed  and  profitable  advertised  line,  it 
helps  your  own  proprietaries.  Send  for  special  offer. 
Advertised  9d.    P.A.T.A.  7Jd.   4/6  dozen. 

CHRISTYS,   OLD   SWAN   LANE,  E.G. 
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(Projtict 


BJREZET  &.  Co. 

tor:  A.  Bhezkt  de  Beaufout,  French  Origin), 
145,  Wool  lOxohanee,  London,  E.G. 2. 


DRUGS,  Fine  &  Heavy  CHEMICALS,  DYES, 

SYNTHETIC  ESSENCES,  etc. 
The  Finn  will  ;nni:crtakc  ANALYTICAL  WOBK  or  IINVESTIGATION 
,       for  the  Pro.ession  and  Trade, 

INQUIRIES  INVITED. 


can  supply  spot  or  at  short  notice 

SAUCYLIC  ACID  B.P. 

1BEST  ENGLISH  XTLS  
In  parcels  of  1  cwt.  to  I  ton. 
ral  Export  Bureau,  I:cSx'"fe 


LE  BRAS3EUR  SURGICAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,Ld, 

90  &  92,  Worc^er  St.,  and  31,  Edgbaston  St.,  BIRMINGHAM. 

The  Lar|eet  Manafaoturers  and  Cheapest  HoQBe  for 
SURGICAL  RUB3E4GOODS.  RUBBER  URINALS.  ENEMAS.  SPRAY  SVRINGES 
SUSPENSORY  BANIAGES.  AND  RUSBER  GOODS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION 

PRICE    LIST    ON  APPLICATION. 
^oHKs :  Pasbt-Pabib,  France. 
Reslsteiod  Tele?rap|t  Addresses  :  "  Surgical   Birmingham."  "  Ardeslilr  PaiU." 


HENRY'S  CALCINED  MAGNESIA 

Contfnu«t  10  be  prepared  with.  Krupulout  cut.  in  the  grctlesl  cheni  0  puriiy,  by 

Messrs.  THOMAS  «t  WILLI  AM  HE  N  RY.  11.  East  Street,  St.  Peters,  Manchester. 

And  («  told  in  Dnttlei,  aulhr.nticntril  by  ft  anvtrnmrnt  8tam]i  brnring  tlifir  ii4ih>-.  Trade  l^i 'k.  **  Henry**  Caltsincd  Matfaciia.'* 

PRICE  At.  Cd    or  2..  9<L 


NEW  YORK :  Mts^rs.  SCHIEFFELIN  &  CO..  Williaa  Street. 


PARIS!  Mtssr   UBERTS  k  CO..  S.  Rue  »t  It  Pri«. 


62%  Prolit  on  a  Weil -advertised  Line. 

S  fecial  Offer  re 

sSoToIr 

To  assist  the  diBtribut'on  of  "  Sotol "  through  Pharmacies  the  Proprietors 
will  be  glad  to  forward  particulars  of  their  Selling  Scheme  showing 
S2%  p'Ofii.  on  cost  in  leturn  for  a  window-display. 
The  Sotol  Advertising  Caiijpaign  now  proceeding  ensures  a  demand  which 
is  always -  rowing.  \  .  •>  . 

SOTOL  is  All-British;  its  merits  make  it  popular  wherever  tried  not 
only  as  an  elegant  and  efficient  mouth  wash,  but  of  great  value  in  cases  of 
Pyorrhoea.aft  r  teeth  extrac>.ions,and  also  for  Ulcers  on  the  tongue  and  gums. 

Sotol  pr  vides  the  best  p  otection  against  the  manifold  disorders  always 
prevalent  in  Mouth  and  Throat. 

Liargelj  prescribe  .  by  the  Medical  and  Dental  Professions. 

Free  samflis  atid  tarluular>  on  request  Oom  the  M/lrs., 

THE  WESTERN  DENTAL  MFG. CO., Ltd.,  74  Wigmore  St.,  London, W.I. 

Laboratories:  West  Ealini,  LONDON,  W.  13. 


VHEMicAL  Plant 

,j.gjjFOR    NEARLY  ALL   INDUSTRIES  IN 

\  V^TEEL,  C/feT  IRON,  BRONZE 

\  AND  *ECIAL  ALLOYS 

TaMoN 


ORGANIC  &  SYrtHETlC  PRODUCTS. 
SALICYLIC  ACIl  &  SULPHONATED, 
CHLORINATED  &  A«TVLATED  COMPOUNDS 
PLANTS  FOR  NWRIC.  SULPHURIC  & 
HYDRoCiaORIC  ACID. 


LENNOX    FOJnIry   COY.,  LTD. 


glenvillegrc 

L(NDC 


[I    NEW  CROSS. 

S  E. 


r»l.gwms :  ■■  Eauifex  Dept  London   Telsphons :  New  Cross  770. 
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1918. 

Mlay  tl)e  yidw  y^gr  bring  ^<tac(t 
anb  abb(tb  prosperity  to  all  our 
TFrien65   in  tl)e  ^rug  C5ra6e> 

Lescol  Floral  Perfumes 

Bulk  Perfumes,  Quadruple,  Triple  Extra,  and  Triple  Strengths. 

Double  Distilled  Eau  de  Cologne,  &  Lavender  Water  in  2  qualities. 

Brilliantines,  Separable  and  Clear. 

Hair  Lotions,  in  all  Odours. 

Dentifrice,   Powder    and  Paste,   &c.,  &c. 

Elssential  Oils,  B.P.,  and  of 
finest  quality. 

(Eucalyptus,  Lavender,  Sassafras,  genuine  and 
artificial,  Wintergreen,  genuine  and  artificial. 
Lemon,  Lime,  Orange,  &c.). 

Liquid  Paraffin,  B.P.,  Medicinal. 


The  Lescol 
Perfumery  C° 

LONDON  S  E  5 


IIIIMMIIIIIIMIIHIinillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllMIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

The  Lescol  Perfumery  Co. 

(Proprietors :  The  London  Essence  Co.), 

Lomond  Grove,  Camberwell.  LONDON,  S.E.5. 

Telegr»nis :   VANILLIN,  Camber,  London. 
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Supplied  to  Chemists  for  Sale  as 
their  own  Proprietary. 


Malt  Extract 
can  also  be  supplied 
in  similar 
packages. 

\\  \  \ 


A  distinct  style 
can  be  reserved  to 
a  Pharmacist  for 
his  locality. 


Manufacturers 

•     OF  • 

EXTRACTofMLT  ^ 
WITH  COD  LIVER  OIL 

Full  Standard 
StI'ength 


Specimens  of 
labels  and  cartons 
can  be  forwarded 
on  application. 


Prices 
forwarded 
on  request. 


All 


en 


I 


&  Hanburys  Ltdlondon.  I 
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